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TO  THE  MOST  EXCELLENT, 

VERTVOVS,  AND  NOBLE  PRINCESSE, 

'ELIZABETH  BY  THE  GRACE  OF  GOD  QVEENE  OF 


ENGLAND,  FRANCE  AND  IRELAND,  DEFENDER 
O F T H E F A I T H,  &c. 


I 


O s T Renowned(&  mofl:  worthy  to  be  moft  re- 
J ^ foueraigne  Ladic  3 1 prefume  to  offer 
to  your  Highnes  this  firft  part  of  the  frute  of  the 
^ylitle  garden  of  my  (lender  skill.lt  hath  bene  the 
I '4|Jonger  in  growing,  andistheleffe  worthiethe 
>|^:gathering,  becaufe  my  ground  is  barren  and  to 


i 


^coldfcr  fuchdaintie  Italian  frutes , being  alfo 
perhaps  oucrlhaded  with  trees  of  (bme  older  growthtbut  the  beams 
ofyourheauenly  countenance,  vouchfafingto  fliineon  (bpoorea 
foilejffial  foone  difperfe  all  hurtful  miffs  that  wold  obfeure  it,and  ea^ 
fry  diffolueall  (whether  they  be  Mel-dews,or  Fcbdews)that  would 
ftaruethis  (hallow  fet  plant.  I defire  to  bebriefc  , becaufe  I loueto 
beplainc.  YVhatfoeuerl  amorcanjisyour  Maiefties.  Your  graci- 
ous fauourslaue  bene  extended  in  my  poore  familie  eiien  to  the 
third  gcnera:ion,your  bountie  to  vs  and  our  heires.  V Vherfore  this 
( though  vnperfed  and  vnworthie  worke  ) I humbly  recommend  to 
that  gracious  protection,  vnder  which  I enioy  all  in  which  I can  take 
ioy.  Ifyour  Highnelfe  will  reade  ir,who  dare  reieCt  it?  ifallow  it,who 
can reproiic  it  ? ifproteCt  it,  what  M o m v s barking,  or  Z o i l v s bi- 
ting can  anie  v/ay  hurt  or  annoy  it  ? And  thus  moff  humbly  craning 
pardon  for  this  boldnelTe,  I ceafe  to  write , though  I will  not  ceafe  to 
wilhptharyoiirhigh  felicities  may  neuer  ceafe. 

Your  moff  humble  (criiant, 
loHN  Harington, 


A PREFACE,  OR  RATHER  A BRIEFE 
APOLOGIE  OF  POETRIE,  AND  OF  THE 
Author  and  tranflator  of  this  Poem. 


' He  learned  Tlutarch  in  his  Laconicall  Apothegmes , tels  of  a So- 
phifter  that  made  a long  and  tedious  Oration  in  praife  o^HercftUs, 
andexpeding  at  the  end  thereof  for  fbnic  great  thanks  and  ap- 
plaufe  of  the  hearers, a ccrtaine  Lacedemonian  demanded  him  who 
had  difpraifed  Hercules  ? JVlc  thinkcs  the  like  may  be  now  faid  to 
'me,  taking  vpon  me  the  defence  ofPoefie,  for  furcly  if  learning  in 
gcncrall  were  of  that  account  amono;  vs , as  it  ouirht  to  be  anions; 
Lllmen,  and  is  among  wife  men , then  Ihould  thismy  Apologic 
ofPoefie  (the  veriefirft  nurfe  and  ancient  grandmother  of  all  learning)  bcasvaineand 
fuperfluous  as  was  that  Soph  ifters , becaufe  it  might  then  be  aunfwercd  and  truly  anfw  e- 
red,  that  no  man  dilgraced  it.  But  fith  w'c  hue  in  fuch  a time,  in  which  nothing  can  elcapc 
theenuious  tooth, and  backbiting  tongue  of  an  impure  mcuth;and  wherein  eucrie  blind 
corner  hathalquint  eyed  Zotlus^  that  can  lookc  a right  vpon  no  mans  doings,  ( yea  fine 
there  be  fome  that  will  not  fticke  to  callHerc^/eThimfelfeadaflard,becauleforlbcthhc 
fought  with  a club  and  not  at  therapyer  and  dagger;)  therforc  I thinkc  no  man  .ce- 

ment will  iudge  this  my  labour  needlefle,  in  feeking  to  remoueaway  thofefiaunders  that 
cither  the  malice  of  thole  thatloue  it  not,  or  the  folly  of  thole  that  vnderflandit  not,  liath 
The  diuijjon  of  Jgujfcd  againfl  itifor  indeed  as  the  old  faying  \%^Scientia  non  habet  tnimicum prater  igncrfi.n~ 
*i^o till*  pans  Knowledge  hath  no  foe  but  the  ignorant.But  now  beraufe  I make  account  I Iiaue  to 

*•  deale  with  three  fundrie  kindes  of  reproouers,  oneoft'iofc  that  condemne  all  Poctrie, 
which  (how  llrong  head  lb  euer  they  haue  ) I count  but  aver  ie  wcake  faflion;  another  of 
thofe  that  allow  Poctrie, but  not  this  particular  Poem;  of  which  kind  fine  there  cannot  be 
manic;  a third  ofthofe  that  can  bcarc  with  theart,  &like  oftheworke,butwill  finde  fault 
with  my  not  well  handling  of  it,  which  they  may  not  oncly  probably,  but  I doubt  too 
truely  do;  being  a thmgas  commonly  done  as  faid , that  where  the  hedge  is  lowcft,  there 
doth  euery  man  go  oueriThcrfore  againfl:  thefe  three  I muft  arme  me  with  the  befl  defen- 
fiue  weapons  I can , and  if  I happen  to  giue  a blow  now  and  then  in  mine  owne  defence, 
and  as  good  fenfers  vfe  to  ward  & ftrikeat  once,  I muft  craue  pardon  of  ccurfe,Teirg  our 
law  allowes  that  is  done  fe  defendendo : and  the  law  of  nature  teacheth  vtmz'i  repellerc^'wfi 
OfToeirh,  therfore  of  Poctrie  it  felfc,  for  thofe  few  that  generally  difallow  it,  might  be  fufficient  to 
alledge  thofe  many  that  generally  approue  it , of  which  I could  bring  in  filch  an  army, not 
offouldiers,  but  of  famous  kings  6ccaptaines,asnot  only  the  fight,  but  the  verie  found,  cf 
them  were  ableto  vanquifh  anddifmay  the  final  forces  ofouraducrfaries.For  who  would 
once  dare  to  oppofe  himfelfc  againfl  fb  many  Cit/drs,  Sctpwsy  (toomit  in- 

finite other  princes,  both  of  former  and  later  ages,  and  offorrainc  and  nearer  countries) 
that  with  fiuour,  withfludic,  with  praflife , with  example,  with  honors,  withgiftes, 
with  preferments,  with  great  and  magnificent  coft , haue  encoraged  and  aduanced  Poets, 
5c  Poetry?  As  witnes  the  huge  Theaters, and  Amphitheaters, monuments  of  flupendious 
charge,  made  onely  for  Tragedies  and  Comedies,  the  workes  of  Poets  to  be  reprefented 
on:  but  all  thefe  aids  and  defences  T leauc  as  fuperfluous,  mycaufel  count  fo  good, 
and  the  euidence  fo  open,  that  I neither  neede  fo  vfe  the  countenance  of  any  great 
fldte  to  bculftcr  it,  nor  the  cunning  of  anic  futtlc  lawyer  to  enforce  it : my  meaning  is 

pi  ainely 


• ^po  logic  ofT^oetrie. 

plainly  and  , confefling  all  the  abufcs  that  can  truely  be  ohiefted  againfl  fome 

kind  of  Poets, to  fhcvv  you  what  good  vfc  there  is  ofPoetric.  Neither  do  I fuppole  it  to  be 
greatly  behoofuU  for  this  purpofe , to  trouble  you  with  the  curious  definitions  of  a Poet 
and  Pocfie,&  with  the  fubtill  difiinftions  oftheir  fundrie  kinds^nor  to  difpute  how  high 
and  fupernatural  the  name  of  a Maker  is,fochrifined  intngliflh  by  that  vnknowne  God- 
father, chat  this  laftyearefaue  one,  viz.  1589.  fet  forth  a booke  called  the  Art  of  Englifli 
Poctric:  and  leafl:  of  all  do  1 purpofe  to  beftow  any  long  time  to  arguc.whether  Plato^Ze- 
ftophofi,  and  Brafmus^  writing  fifliohs  and  Dialogues  in  profe,may  iuftly  be  called  Poets, 
or  whether  Lucan  writing  a (lory  in  verfe  be  an  hiftoriographer,or  whether  Mailer  Fatre 
tranflating  Vtrgil,  Mafler  Golding  tranflating  Outds Metamorphufis,  and  my  fclfe  in  this 
worke  that  you  fee, be  any  more  then  verfifiers , as  the  fame  Ignoto  termeth  all  tranllators: 
for  as  for  all,  or  the  moll  part  of  fuch  quellions,  I will  refer  you  to  Sir  Philip  Sidneys  Apo- 
IpgiCjwho  doth  handle  them  right  learnedly,  or  to  the  fbrenamed  treatife  where  they  arc 
difeourfed  more  largely, and  where,as  it  were  a whole  receit  ofPoctrie  is  prelcribed,with 
fo  manic  new  named  figures,  as  w'ould  put  me  in  great  hope  in  this  age  to  come,  would 
breed  manie  excellent  Poets ; fane  for  one  obleruation  that  I gather  out  of  the  verie  fame 
book.For  though  the  poore  gentleman  laborcth  greatly  to  proue,  or  rather  tomake  Poe- 
triean  art,and  reciteth  as  you  may  fee  in  the  plurall  number,fomc  pluralities  of  patterns, 
and  parcels  of  his  ownc  Poctrie,  with  diuerfe  pieces  of  Partheniads  and  hymnes  in  prailc 
of  the  moll  praifworthy  •,  yet  wahtfoeuer  he  would  proue  by  all  thefe , fure  in  my  poore 
opinion  he  doth  proue  nothing  more  plainly,  then  that  winch  M..5’/W«9'  and  all  the  lear- 
neder  fort  that  haue  written  of  it,  do  pronounce , namely  that  it  is  a gift  and  not  an  art, 
i fay  he  proueth  it,bccaule  making  himfelfe  and  manie  others  fo  cunning  in  the  art, yet  he 
flieweth  himfelfe  fo  (lender  a gift  in  it ; deferuing  to  be  commended  as  Martiall praifeth 
one  that  he  compares  to  7“ ully, 

£arrhina  t^uod  fcribis,  mujts  & Apolltrte  Hullo 
Laudart  debes,  hoc  (^tceronts  hubes. 

But  to  come  to  the  purpofe, and  tofpeake  after  the  phrafe  of  the  common  fort,  that  termc 
all  that  is  written  in  verfe  Poefrie,  and  rather  in  fcorne  then  in  praire,be{low  the  name  of 
a Poet,on  euerie  bafe  rymer  and  balladmaker,  this  I fay  ofit,and  I thinke  I fiiy  truly, that 
there  arc  many  good  Icllbns  to  be  learned  out  of  it , many  good  examples  to  be  found  in 
it, many  good  vfes  to  behadof  it,&  that  therfore  it  is  not, nor  ought  not  to  bedefpifed  by 
the  wifer  fort,but  fo  to  be  fludied  and  imployed,as  was  intended  by  the  firfl  writers  & de- 
uifers  thereof,  which  is  to  foften  and  polifh  the  hard  and  rough  difpofitions  of  men , and 
make  them  capable  of  vertue  and  good  difeipline. 

I cannot  denie  but  to  vs  that  arc  Chnflians  in  rcrpe«fl  of  the  high  end  of  all,  which  is 
the  health  of  our  fbules,not  onlyPoetrie  but  al  other  (Indies  ofPhilolbphy  are  in  a man- 
ner vaine  & fuperfluous:  yea  (as  the  wife  man  faith  ) whatfoeuer  is  vnder  the  funne  is  va- 
nitie  ofvanities,and  nothing  but  vanitie  Butfith  we  hue  with  men  & not  with  faints,and 
becaufe  few  men  can  embrace  this  flrnfl:  and  (loicall  diuinitie,or  rather  indeed, for  that  the 
holy  feriptures  in  W'hich  thofe  high  myflerics  of  our  faluation  are  contained,arca  deepe  5c 
profound  fludie,  and  not  fubieft  to  euerie  weake  capacitie,no  nor  to  the  highefl  wits  and 
judgments, except  they  be  firfl  illuminat  by  Gods  fpirit,  or  inflrufled  by  his  teachers  and 
preachersitherefore  we  do  firfl  read  fbme  other  authors, making  them  as  it  were  a looking 
glaffe  to  the  ey  es  ofour.minde;  and  then  after  we  haue  gathered  more  flrcngth,  we  enter 
into  profbunderfludies  of  higher  myfleries,  hauing  firfl  as  it  were  enabled  our  eyes  by 
Jong  beholding  the  funne  in  a bafbn  of  water  at  lafl  to  lookc  vpon  the  funne  it  felfe; 
So  we  read  how  that,  great  CMofes  y whofe  learning  and  fanflitic  is  (b  renowned 
ouer  all  nations,  was  firfl  inflruflcd  in  the  learning  of  the  Egyptians,  before  became  to 
that  high  contemplation  of  God  and  familiaritie  (asimay  fotermeit)  with  God.  So  the 
notable  Prophet  Darnel  was  brought  vp  in  the  learning  of  the  Chaldeans, 5c  made  that  the 
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e^w  Apologie  ofToetrie. 

firfl  ftep  of  his  higher  vocation  to  be  a Prophet.  If  then  we  may  by  the  example  of  two 
fuch  fpecial  feruants  of  God  fpcnd  forae  of  our  young  ycares  in  liudies  of  humanitiCjwhat 
better  and  more  meete  ftudie  is  there  for  a young  man  then  Poetrie  ? fpecially  Heroicall 
Poefie,that  with  her  fweet  ftatelinefle  doth  ereft  the  mind  & lift  it  vp  to  the  confideration 
ofthe  higheft  matters : and  allureth  them,  that  of themfelues  would  otherwife  loth  them, 
to  take  and  fwallow  & digeft  the  holfbmc  precepts  of  Philofophie,  and  many  times  cucn 
of  the  true  diuinitie.  Wherefore  Plutarch  hauing  written  a whole  treatife  of  the  praife  of 
How*frjworkes,andar^ther  of  reading  Poets,  doth  begin  this  latter  with  this  compari- 
fon,that  as  men  that  are  fickly  and  haue  weake  ftomakes,  or  daintic  taftes,  do  many  times 
thinke  tbatflelli  moft  delicate  to  eate,  that  is  not  flefh,and  thoft  fillies  that  be  not  fiflijfb 
young  men  (faith  he)  do  like  bcfl:  that  Philofophy,that  is  not  Philofophie , or  that  is  not 
deliuered  as  Philofophie,  and  fuch  are  the  pleafant  writings  of  learned  Poets,  that  are  the 
popular  Philofophers  and  the  popular  diuines.  Likewife  T ajfo  in  his  excellent  worke  of 
lerufalem  Liberato  ^ likeneth  Poetrie  to  thePhificke  that  men  giuevnto  little  children 
W'hen  they  are  fickihis  verfe  is  this  in  Itahan,fpeaking  to  God  with  a prctic  Profopopeia. 

Sai^  che  la  corre  il  mo»do,oue  piu  verji 
Diftte  dulcez,z/:,tl  lujlngier  l?arr.afo : 

E che  7 vero  condito  in  mollt  verji, 

1 piu  fchiui  allettandoha  perjuafo 
Co  ft  aVegro  Janet  u I porgiamo  ajperjb 
T)i  foam  liquor  git  Or  It  del  vafo 
Succhi  amari  tngamato  tn  tanto  ei  bene 
E dalinganno  fuo  vita  receue. 

E hou  knoTvJl,  the  rvanton  worldlings  eucr  runne 
E 0 fweete  Parnaflus/r/ziteJ,  how  otherwhile 
E he  truth  well fawjl  with  pleafant  verfe  hath  wonne 
A'lofl  fqueamtf} Jlomakcs ,Tvith  the  fugredflile: 

So  the  ficke  child  that  Pocions  all  doth  fmnne^ 

With  comfets  a^d  with  fugar  we  hegile. 

And  cauje  him  tal{e  a holjome fowre  recett. 

He  drtn^Sy  and faues  his  life  with  fuch  deceit. 

This  is  then  that  honeft  fraud,in  which( as  Elutarch  faith)he  that  is  deceiued,is  wifer  then 
he  that  is  not  deceiued,  & he  that  doth  deceiue,is  honefter  then  he  that  doth  not  deceiue. 

But  briefly  to  anfwcre  to  the  chiefe  obieftions;  C ornelius  Agrtppa,^  man  of  learning  & 
autiioritie  not  to  be  defpifed , maketh  a bitter  inueftiueagainftPoets  andPoefie,and  the 
fiimme  of  his  reproofe  of  it  is  this(which  is  al  that  can  with  any  probability  be  (aid  againft 
it:)That  it  is  a nurfe  of  lies, a pleafer  of  fooles,a  breeder  ofdangerouserrors,and  an  inticer 
to  wantonnes.I  might  here  warnc  thofe  that  wil  vrge  this  mans  authoritie  to  the  dilgracc 
of  Poetrie,  to  take  heed  (of  what  calling  fb  cuer  they  be)  leaft  with  the  lame  weapon  that 
they  thinke  to  giue  Poetrie  a blow , they  giue  themfelues  a maime.  Tov  Agrippataketh 
his  pleafiire  of  greater  matters  then  Poetrie;  I maruel  how'  he  durft  do  it,  faue  that  1 fee  he 
hath  done  it,  he  hath  fpared  neither  myters  nor  ftepters.  T he  courts  of  Princes  where 
vertue  is  rewarded,  luftice  maintained , oppreflions  relieued , he  cals  them  a Colledge  of 
Giants,of  Tyrants,  of  oppreflors,  warriors : the  moft  noble  fort  of  noble  men,hetermcth 
curfed,  bloodie,  wicked, and  facrilegious  perfons.  Noblemen  (and  vs  poore  Gentlemen^ 
that  thinke  to  borrow  praife  of  our  aunceftors  defer  ts  and  good  fame,heaffirmcth  to  be  a 
race  ofthe  fturdicr  fort  ofknaues,and  lycencious  liuers.  Treafurer's  & other  great  officers 
ofthe  common  welth,with  grauecounfellors  whpfe  wife  heads  are  the  pillers  ofthe  ftatei 
he  affirmeth  generally  to  be  robbers  and  peelers  ofthe  realmc,  and  priuie  traitors  that  fell 

their  princes  fauours,and  rob  weldeferuing  feruitors  of  their  reward. 

^ ° lomit 


\An  Afologie  ofVoetrie. 

I oniit  as  his  feccadtlk,  how  he  nicknamcth  priefts  faying,  for  the  inofl  part  they  are  hy- 
pocrites, lawyers  j faying  they  are  all  theeues  j phificians,  faying  they  arc  manie  of  them 
murthcrers : fo  as  I thinke  it  were  a good  motion  and  would  eafily  pafle  by  the  confent  of 
the  three  eftates,  that  this  mans  authorise  fhould  be  vttcrly  adnihilatcd , that  dealeth  fo 
hardly  and  vniuftly  with  all  forts  of  profeflions.  But  for  thereicdting  ofhis  writings  I re- 
fer it  to  others  that  hauepowre  to  do  it,  and  tocondemnehimfora  gcnerall  libeller,  but 
for  that  he  writeth  againft  Poctrie , I meanc  to  fpcake  a word  or  two  in  refuting  thereof. 

And  firft  for  lying , 1 might  if  1 lilt  excufc  it  by  the  rule  of  Poettca  hcentia , and  claime  a 
priuilcdge  giuen  to  Poctric,  whofc  art  is  but  an  imitation  (as  Anftotle  callcth  it)&  there-  J 
fore  arc  allowed  to  fainc  what  they  lift, according  to  that  old  verfe, 

luridteisy  Erel>Oyfifio,f(U  viuere  rapto, 

AdilitibHS,  medicisy  tortoriy  occidere  Ludo  efl  : 

Aientiri  Ajirenomisypt^oribHS  at<jue  Poet  is. 

Which  bccaufe  I count  it  without  rcalbn,!  will  Englifti  without  rime. 

LaivyerSy  HellySind the  Qjecquer  are  allowed  to  Itue  on  jpoile, 

SouldterSy  PhtfalanSy  and  hangmen  make  a [pert  of  mart  her y 
AfironomerSy  Painter Sy  and  Poets  may  lye  by  authoritie. 

Thus  you  fcCjthatPoets  may  lye  if  they  lift  priut/egio:  but  what  if  they  lye  leaft  of  all 

other  men  ? what  if  they  lye  not  at  all  ? then  I thinke  that  great  (launder  is  verie  vniuftly 
raifed  vpon  them.  For  in  my  opinion  they  arc  laid  properly  to  lye,  that  aftirme  that  to  be 
true  that  is  falferand  how  other  arts  can  free  themlelues  from  this  blanie,let  them  look  that 
profelTe  them : but  Poets  ncucr  affirmingany  for  true, but  prefenting  them  to  vs  as  fables 
and  imitations, cannot  lye  though  they  would.-  and  becaufe  this  obieftion  oflyesisthe 
chiefe,and  that  vpon  whicli  the  reft  be  grounded,!  wil  Hand  the  longer  vpon  the  clearing 
thereof. 

The  ancient  Poets  haue  indeed  wrapped  as  it  were  in  their  writings  diuers  and  fundry' 
meanings, which  they  call  the  fences  or  myfterics  thereof  Firft  of  allfor  thelitterall  fence 
(as  it  were  the  vtmoft  barkc  or  ryne)they  fet  downc  in  manner  of  an  hiftorie,  the  a<fts  and 
notable  exploits  of  fome  perlbns  worthy  mcmoric;  then  in  thefimefiftion,  as  afccond 
rine  and  Ibmcwhat  more  fincjas  it  w ere  nearer  to  the  pith  and  marrow, they  place  the  Mo- 
fall  fence,  profitable  for  the  aftiue  life  of  man  ,approuing  vertuous  aftions  and  condem- 
ning the  contrarie.  Manie  times  alfo  vnder  the  felfcfainc  words  they  comprehend  fomc 
true  vnderftanding  of  natural!  Philofophie,  orfomtimcs  ofpohnke  gouernement , and 
now  and  then  of  dminitic:  andthefe  lame  fences  that  comprehend  fo  excellent  know'- 
ledge  we  call  the  Allegoric,  which  Plutarch  defineth  to  be  when  one  thing  is  told,  and  by. 
that  another  is  vnderftood.  Now  let  any  man  iudge  if  it  be  a rriatter  ofmeane  art  Or  wit  to 
containe  in  onc'hiftoricall  narration  cither  true  or  fained,fo  many,fo  dmerfe,and  lb  dcepe 
conceits : butfbr  making  the  matter  more  plaine  I will  alledgc  an  example  thereof. 

Per  fern  Ibnne  ofy«/>irer  isfained  by  the  Poets  to  haue  llaine  and  after  that  OuiJsMetd^ 

conqueft  atchieued,  to  haue  flowen  vp  to  hcauen.  The  Hiftoricall  fence  is  this,  Per^-  »>or['h.^. 
us  thefonne  of  lupitery  by  the  participation  of  luptters  vertues  that  were  in  him;  or 
rather  comming  ofthcftock  of  one  of  the  kings  of Greet, or  Athens  fo  called;  flew  gorgon 
a tyrant  in  that  covintxc)\Gorgon  in  greeke  fignifieth  earth)and  was  for  his  vertuous  parts 
exalted  by  men  vp  vnto  heauen.  Morally  it  fignifieth  this  much , Terfeus^.  wife  man, 

Ibnne  of  lupiter  endewed  with  vertuc  from  aboue , flayeth  finne  and  vice,  a thing  bafe  & 
earthly;  fignified  by  G orgoxy  and  lb  mounteth  vp  to  the  skie  of  vertue : It  fignifies  in  one 
kinde  of  Allegoric  thus  much ; the  mind  ofman  being  gotten  by  God  , and  fo  thechildc 
ofGod  killing  and  vanquifhing  the  carthlineffcof  this  Gorgonicall  nature,  afcendetll 
Vp  to  the  vnderftanding  oflieauenly  things, of  high  things, of  ctenial  fhings;in  which  c6- 
lemplacion  cofifteth  the  perfeftion  of  man:  this  is  the  natural  allegory, becaufe  ma,  one  of 
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the  chiefe  works  of  nature : It  hath  alfb  a more  high  and  heauenly  Allegoric,  that  the  hea- 
uenly  nature,  daughter  of  luptter,  procuring  with  her.  continuall  motion,  corruption  and 
mortality  in  the  inferiour  bodies/euered  it  felfc  at  laft  from  thefe earthly  bodies, and  flew 
vp  on  high, and  there  remaincthfor  euer.Ithath  alfo  another  Theological  Allegoricjthat 
the  angclicall  nature,  daughter  of  the  moft  high  God  thecreator  of  all  things  •,  killing  & 
ouercomming  all  bodily  fubftance,  fignified  by  Gorgon , afeended  into  hcauen : the  like 
infinite  Allegories  I could  pike  out  of  other  Pocticall  fiftions,  fauc  that  I wouldauoid 
tedioufnes.  It  fufficethme  therefore  to  note  this,  that  the  men  of  grcatcfl  learning 
and  higheftwit  in  the  auncient  times,  did  of  purpofe  conccale  thefe  deepe  royflcrics 
of  learning,  and  as  it  were couer  them  with  the  vaile  of  fables  and  vcric  for  fundriecau- 
fes : one  caufe  was,  that  they  might  not  be  raflily  abufed  by  prophane  wits,  in  whom  fei- 
ence  is  corrupted, like  good  wine  in  a bad  veflcll : another  caufe  why  they  wrote  in  verfe, 
was  conferuation  of  the  memorie  of  their  precepts,  as  We  fee  yet  the  gcnerall  rules  almoft 
of  euerie  art , not  fb  much  as  husbandric , but  they  are  oftner  recited  and  better  remem- 
bred  in  verfe  then  in  profe : another,  and  a principall  caufe  of  all , is  to  be  able  with  one 
kindc  of  meate  and  one  difh  ( as  I may  fo  call  it ) to  feed  diuers  tafles.  For  the  weaker  ca- 
pacities will  feede  themfelucs  with  the  pleafantnes  of  the  hiflorieand  fw'cetncs  of the 
verfe , fome  that  haue  flronger  flomackes  will  as  it  were  take  a further  taflc  of  the  Mo- 
rall  fence , a third  fort  more  high  conceited  then  they,wili  digeft  the  Allegoric : fo  as  in- 
deed it  hath  bene  thought  by  men  of  vcric  good  ludgcment , fuch  manner  ofPocticall 
writing’ was  an  excellent  way  to  preferue  all  kindc  of  learning  from  that  corruption 
which  now  it  is  come  to  fince  they  left  that  myfticall  writing  of  verfe.  Now  though  I 
know  the  example  and  authoritieof  <tyiriHotle  and  ’Tlato  be  ftill  vrged  againfl:  this,  who 
tookc  to  themfelues  another  manner  of  writing : firft  I may  fay  indeed  that  lawes  were 
made  for  poore  men , and  not  for  Princes , for  thefe  two  great  Princes  of  Philofophic, 
brake  that  former  allowed  manner  of  writing , yet  Plato  ftill  preferued  the  fable,  but  re- 
fufed  the  verfe.  AriTtotU  though  rciefting  both , yet  retained  ftill  a kind  ofobfcuritic, 
in  fo  much  he  aunfwcred  iA/exander , who  reproued  him  in  a fort,  for  publifhing  the  fa** . 
cred  fccrcts  of  Philofbphie , that  he  had  fet  forth  his  bookes  in  a fort,  and  yet  not  fet  them 
forthj  meaning  that  they  werefb  obfeure  that  they  would  be  vnderftood  of  few , except 
they  came  to  him  for  inftruftions;  or  elfe  without  they  were  of  verie  good  capacitie  and 
ftudious  of  Philofophic.  But  (as  I fay)  Plato  howfbeucr  men  would  make  him  an  enimie 
of  Poetrie  (bccaufc  he  found  indeed  iuft  fault  with  the  abufes  of  fbme  comicall  Poets  of 
his  time , or  fbme  that  fought  to  fet  vp  new  and  ftrange  religions ) yet  you  fee  hekept 
ftill  that  principall  part  of  Poetrie , which  is  fiftion  and  imitation ; and  as  for  the  other 
part  ofPoetrie  which  is  verfe,  though  hevfcd  it  not,  yet  his  maftcr  Socrates  tatn  in  his 
old  age  wrote  certaine  verfes,'  as  teftifieth  : but  becaufel  haue  named  the  two 

parts  of  Poetrie , namely  inuention  or  fiftion  and  verfe , let  vs  fee  how  well  we  can  au- 
thorife  the  vfe  of  both  thefe . Firft  for  fi<ftion,  againft  which  as  I told  before,  m.nny  in- 
ueigh,  calling  it  by  the  foule  name  of  lying , though  notwithftanding , as  I then  faid,  it 
is  fartheft  from  it : T)etnofihenes  the  famous  and  renowned  Orator , when  he  would  per- 
fwade  the  Athenians  to  wan  e againft  PAi/j'p,told  them  a fblerane  tale  how  the  w'olues  on 
a time  fent  AmbafTadors  to  the  fheepe,  offering  them  peace  if  they  would  dehuer  vp  the 
dogs  that  kept  their  folds,  with  al  that  long  circuftance(ncedleflc  to  be  rcpeatcd)by  which, 
he  perfwaded  them  far  more  ftrongly  then  if  he  Ihould  haue  told  the  in  plain  termcs,thaC 
Phtlip  fought  to  bereaue  them  of  their  chiefe  bulwarks  & defenccs,tohaue  the  better  abili- 
tie  to  ouerthrow  them:But  what  need  wcfetch  an  authority  fofar  offro  heathen  authors, 
that  haue  many  neerer  hand  both  in  time  & in  place?  Bi/hop  Ftfher  a ftout  Prclat(though 
I do  not  praifo  his  Religion ) when  he  was  allaid  by  king  Henrte  the  eight  for  liis  good 
will  and  affent  for  the  fupprefliori  of  Abbeys  o the  king  alledging  that  hew'ouldbut 
take  away  their  fupcrfluities,and  let  the  fubftance  ftand  ftill, or  atleaft  fee  it  conuerted  to 

better 
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tetter  5c  more  godly  vfesrThe  grauc  Bifihop  anfwered  it  in  this  kind  of Poeticall  parable' 

Hefaid  there  was  an  axe  that  watinga  helue.came  to  a thicke  5c  huge  ouergrowne  wood* 
5c  belbught  Ibme  of  the  great  okes  in  that  wood,  to  (pare  him  fo  much  timber  as  to  make 
him  a handle  or  helue , promifing  that  if  he  might  finde  that  fauour,  he  would  in  recom- 
pence  thereof,  haue  great  regard  in  preferuing  that  wood , in  pruning  the  braunches , in 
cutting  away  the  vnprofitable  and  fuperfluous  boughes , in  paring  away  the  bryers  and 
thorncs  that  were  comberfome  to  the  fayre  trees , and  make  it  in  fine  a grouc  of  great  de- 
light and  pleafureibut  when  this  fame  axe  had  obtained  his  fuit,he  fo  laid  about  him,5c  fd 
pared  away  both  timber  and  top  and  lop , that  in  fhort  fpace  of  a woodland  he  made  it  a 
champion, and  made  her  liberahtie  theinftrumentofherouerthrow. 

Now  though  this  Bilhop  had  no  very  good  fiiccelTe  with  his  parable,  yet  it  was  fo  farre 
fio  being  couted  a lye, that  it  was  plainly  feen  foone  after  chat  the  fame  axe  did  both  hew 
down  thofe  woods  by  the  roots,  5c  pared  off  him  by  the  head,  and  wasa  pecceofProphe-' 
cie,as  well  as  a pecce  of  Poetrietand  indeed  Prophets  5c  Poets  haue  been  though  t to  haue  a 
great  affinitie,as  the  namejFrffeJ  in  Latin  doth  teftifie.  But  to  come  again  to  this  maner  of 
tiLfion  or  parable,the  Prophet  A^<«r^4»,reprouing  k\u^T)auui for  his  great  finne  of  adul- 
terieand  murther,doth  he  not  come  to  him  with  a pretie  parable'i  of  a poore  man  and  his 
Lambe  that  lay  in  his  bofbmeuind  eate  of  his  bread, and  the  rich  man  that  had  whole  flocks 
of  his  own  would  needs  take  it  from  him?in  w'ich  as  it  is  euidcnt,it  was  but  a parable, fb  it 
were  vnreuerent  and  almoft  blafphemous  to  fay  it  Was  a lye.  But  fo  goe  higherjdid  not  our 
Sauiour  himfelfe  fpeake  in  parables?  as  that  diumc  parable  of  the  lower , that  comfortable 
parable  of  the  Prodigall  fonne,  that  dreadfull  parable  ofZ)/Wj-and  though  I 

know  of  this  lafl:,m3ny  of  the  fathers  hold  that  it  is  a ftorie  indeed, and  no  parable . But  in 
the  refl:  it  is  manifeft  that  he  that  was  all  holincffe , all  wifedome,  all  truth , vfed  parables, 
and  euen  fuch  as  dilcreet  Poets  vfe , where  a good  and  honeft  and  wholefome  Allegorie  is 
hidden  in  a pleafaunt  and  pretic  fidiion,and  therefore  for  that  part  of  Poetry  of  Imitation, 
Ithinkeno  body  will  make  any  queftion  , but  it  is  notoncly  allowable,  butgOdlyand 
commendable, ifthe  Poets  ill  handling  of  it  doe  not  raarre  and  peruert  the  good  vfe  of  it. 
Theother  part  of  Poetrie,  which  is  Verfe,as  it  were  the  clothing  or  ornament  of  it , hath 
many  good  vfes ; of  the  helpe  of  memorie  I fpakc  fomewhat  before;  for  the  words  being 
couched  together  in  due  order,  meafore,  and  number,  one  doth  as  it  were  bring  on  ano- 
ther,as  my  fclfe  haue  ofte  proued,5c  fo  I thinke  do  many  befide,(though  for  my  own  part 
lean  rather  boftof  the  marring  a good  memorie , then  of  hauing  one,)  yet  I haueeuer 
found , that  Verfeis  eafier  to  leame  and  farre  better  to  preferuciremcmoric  then  is  profe. 
Another  fpeciall  grace  in  Verfeis  the.forciblc  manner  of  phrafe,  in  which  ifit  be  well 
made  it  farre  excelleth  loofe  fpeech  or  profe : a third  is  the  plcafore  and  fweetnefic  to  the 
care , w'hich  makes  the  difeourfe  pleafaunt  vnto  vs  often  time  when  the  mattei'  it  felfe  is 
harfh  and  vnacceptablc ; for  myne  owne  part  E was  neuer  yet  fo  good  a husband  ; to  take 
any  delight  to  heare  one  ofray  ploughmen  tell  how  an  acre  of  wheat  muft  befallowd  and 
twyfallowd,and  how  cold  land  fhould  be  burned  , and  how  fintefull  land  muft  be  well 
harrowxd,but  when  I heare  one  read  where  he  faith: 

Stipe  etiam  fleriles  incendcre  prof  nit  agres,.  . 

At!^  tcHern  fitpHlant  crepitantiyta  vrere  flamntts. 

Si»e  inde  occultoi  Vires  ^pa^ulaterr<e 
Pirguta  concipimt ; fine  Hits  omne  per  ignem, 
BxcoqHitftrvitium,ati}^exfMd<itinHtiltshMmpr^^0V. 

And  after. 

dHtiltHmadeOyrafirts  glebas  cjuifrangit  tnertes  , 

Vimineaft^^trahit  crates jiHuatarud^  i 

With  many  other  leflons  ofheraly  husbandrie,but  deliucred  in  fo  good  Verfe  thaf  ini 
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thinlces  all  that  while  I could  find  in  my  hart  to  driue  the  plough.  But  now  for  the  autho- 
ritie  of  Verfcjifit  be  not  fufheient  to  fay  for  them, that  the  greateft  PhilofcpherSjand  gra- 
ueff  Senatours  that  euer  were,haue  vfed  them  both  in  their  fpeeches  and  in  their  wirings^ 
that  precepts  of  all  Arts  haue  been  deliuered  in  them,  that  verfe  is  as  auncient  a writing  as 
profcjand  indeed  more auncient  in  refpeft  that  the  oldcftvvorkes  extant  be  verfe,asbr- 
j>heHS<yLtnHs,HeJiodus,di  others  beyod  memory  of  man, or  metio  almoll  of  hilfory;  if  none 
of  thefe  will  feme  for  the  credit  of  it , yet  let  this  feme, that  fomc  part  of  the  Scripture  was 
written  in  verfe, as  thePfalmes  of  certain  other  fongs  of  Deborah , di  Salomon  Sc 

others, which  the  learnedeft  diuines  do  affirme  to  be  vcrfe,and  find  that  they  are  m mcctcr, 
though  the  rule  of  the  Hebrew  verfe  they  agree  not  on.Suffifeth  it  me  only  to  prouc  that 
by  the  authoritic  of  facred  Scriptures,both  parts  of  Poelie.inuction  or  imitation,and  verfe 
are  all  owable,&  cofequetly  that  great  obieftio  of  lying  is  quite  take  away  & refiited.Now 
the  fecod  obiedlion  is  plealing  o^oles;!  haue  already  Ihowed  how  it  difpleafcthnot  wife 
memnow  if  it  haue  this  vertue  to,topleafe  the  fooles  and  ignorant,!  would  thinke  this  an 
article  of  prayfe  not  of  rebukerwherefore  I confelTe  that  it  pleafeth  fooles  and  fb  pleafeth 
them,  that  if  they  marke  it  and  obferue  it  wcll,it  will  in  time  make  them  wife,  for  in  Verfe 
is  both  goodnefle  and  fweetneffe , Rubarb  and  Sugercandie , the  pleafaunt  and  the  profi- 
table:wherefore  as  Horace  fay  th, Omne  tuUt punEiam  t^m  mifemt  vtile  dulct,  he  that  can  min- 
gle the  fweete  and  the  w'holefome,the  pleafaunt  & the  profitable,he  is  indeed  an  abfolutc 
good  writer,  and  fuch  be  Poets , ifany  be  fuch , they  prefent  vnto  vs  a prefie  tale , able  to 
keepea  cluldefrom  play, and  an  old  man  from  the  chimnie  corner : Or  as  the  fame  Her  act 
fay  th,  to  a couetous  man. 

T' antalus  a labris  fitiensfagtentia  captat 

P lamina yCjHid  rides?  mutate  nomine  de  te  * 

Fabfila  narratur. 

One  tels  a couetous  man  a talc  of  Tantalus  that  fits  vp  to  thc^l?inc  in  water,  and  yet 
is  plagued  with  thirft.This  fignifies  the  felfe  fame  man  to  whoriffhe  tale  is  told, that  wal- 
lows in  plentie,and  yet  his  miferablc  minde  barres  him  of  thevfe  of  it : As  my  felfe  knew 
and  lam  fure  many  remember  lufticc  %andall of  \.d Aon, a man  palling  impotent  in  body 
but  much  more  in  mind, that  leaning  bdiind  him  a thoufand  pouds  of  gold  in  a chef!  ful  of 
old  boots  Sc  flhoes,yet  was  fo  miferable,that  at  my  Lord  Maiors  dinner  they  fay  he  would 
put  vp  a widgen  for  his  fupper,&  many  a good  mealc  he  did  take  of  his  franke  neighbour 
the  widdow  EPenneAyatto  come  to  the  matter,this  fame  great  finne  that  is  layd  to  Poetric 
of  pleafing  fooles  isfufficiently  anfwcred  if  it  be  worth  the  anfwering . Now  for  the  bree- 
ding of errqurs  which  is  the  third  Obieftion,!  fee  not  why  it  fliould  breed  any  when  none 
is  bound  to  belceue  that  they  write , nor  they  lookc  not  to  haue  their  fiftions  beleeued  in 
the  littcrali  fence, and  therefore  he  that  well  examines  wheceerrours  fpi  ing,fhall  finde  the 
writers  ofprofe  & not  of  verfc,thc  authors  and  maintainers  of  thcm,and  this  point  1 cout 
fo  manifelt  as  it  needes  no  proofc.The  laft  reproofe  is  lightnes  «Sc  wantonnes,this  is  indeed 
an  Obiedion  offome  importaunce,fith  as  Sir  Phthp  Sidney  Qonfc&t\\,(^uptdo  is  crept  euen 
into  the  HeroicallPoemcs,&  confequently  makes  thatalfo,fubied  to  this  reproofe:!  pro- 
mifed  in  the  beginning  not  partially  to  prayfe Poefie, but  plainly  and  honeftly  to  confefle 
that  , that  might  truely  be  obie£fedagainfl:  it,and  ifany  thing  may  be,  lure  it  is  this  lafciui- 
ournefl'c^yet  this ! will  fay,  that  of  all  kinde  of  Poefie,the  Heroicall  is  leafl  infeded  there  • 
with.  The  other  kindesiwill  rather  exculc  then  defende , though  of  all  the  kmdesof 
Poefie  it  may  bee  fayd  where  any  Icurrilitie  andlewdneffe  is  foundc , there  Poetry  doth 
not  abufe  vs , but  writers  haue  abufed  Poetrie . And  brieflie  to  examine  all  the  kindes: 
Firfi:  the  T ragicall  is  meerly  free  from  it,as  reprefenting  onely  the  cruell  & lawleffe  pro- 
ceedings of  Princes,  mouing  nothing  but  pitie  or  deteflation . The  Comicall(whatfbeuer 
foohijh  play  makers  make  it  offend  in  this  kind)Yct  being  rightly  vfed , it  repref^ts  them 
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fo  as  to  make  the  vice  fcorned  and  not  cmbraced.The  Satyrilcc  is  mcerly  free  fro  it, as  being 
wholly  occupied  in  mannerly  Sccouertly  reprouing  ofnll  viccs.The  Elegie  is  ftill  mom- 
ning:as  for  the  paftorall  with  the  Sonnet  or  Epigramme,  though  many  times  they  fauour 
of  wantonnes  and  loue  and  toying, and  now  and  then  breaking  the  rules  of  Poetry, go  in- 
to plainefcurrilitie,  yet  eucn  the  worfl:  of  them  may  be  not  ill  applied, and  are, I mull:  con- 
felle,roo  delightfull,in  fo  much  as  Marttall faith, 

Laudunt  illa^fed  tfia  legunt. 

And  in  another  place, 

Erubrnt  ^ofmt^^memn  Lucrecialtbruryi-^ 

Sed  coram  Bruto.  Brute  recede , leget. 

LucrectaQ^y  which  he  fignifics  any  chart  matron)  will  blurti  and  be  afhamed  to  read  a 
lartiuious  bboke,but  howrnot  except  Brutus  be  by,  that  is  ifany  graue  man  rtiould  fee  her 
read  it,butif7?r»t;#/ fume  his  backc,rtie  will  to  it  agayne  and  read  it  all.  But  to  end  this 
part  ofmy  Apologie , as  I count  and  conclude  Heroicall  Poefie  allowable  and  to  be  read 
and  Ihidicd  without  all  exception^lb  I may  as  boldly  fay,  that  Tragedies  well  handled, be  a 
mort  worthy  kinde  ofPoefie;  that  Comedies  may  make  menfee  and  rtiameat  their  owne 
faults,that  the  rert  may  be  lb  written  and  fo  read , as  much  plcafure  and  fome  profitc  may 
be  gathered  out  of  them.  And  for  myne  owne  part, as  Scahger  writeth  of  Virgill , fo  I be- 
lecuc , that  the  reading  of  a good  Heroicall  Poeme  may  make  a man  both  wifer  and  ho- 
nerteriand  for  Tragedies, to  omit  other  famous  Tragedies^  That, that  w'asplayd  at  S.Iohns 
in  Cambridgc,of  Pochard  the3.would  moue(I  t\\mkt)Phalaris  the  tyramit,and  terrifieall 
tyranous  minded  men, fro  following  their  fooliHi  ambitious  humors , feeing  how  his  am- 
bition made  him  kill  his  brother,his  nephews,his  wife,befide  infinit  others;  and  laft  of  all 
after  a ftiort  and  troublcfomeraigne , to  end  his  miferable  life,  and  to  haue  his  body  har- 
ried after  his  death.Thcn.for  Comedies.  How  full  of  harmeles  myfthis  our  Cabridge  Pc- 
dantius?and  the  Oxford  Bellum  Grammaticale?or  to  fpeake  of  a London  Comedie , how 
much  good  matter , yea  and  matter  offtate , is  there  in  that  Comedic  cald  the  play  of  the 
Cards?  in  which  it  is  fhoWed.how'  foure  Parafiticallkuaues  robbe  the  foureprincipall  vo- 
cations of  the  Rcalme,'Z'ii/e/.the  vocation  of  Souldiers,Schollers,  Marchats,and  Husband- 
men.Ofwhich  Comedie  I cannot  forget  the  faying,of  a notable  wifecoufeller  that  is  now 
dead,who  when  fome,(to  fing  P/4C(f^o)aduifed  that  it  fliould  be  forbidden , bccaufe  it  was 
fomewhat  too  plaine,and  indeed  as  the  old  faying  \%J^footh  board  is  no  boor,d)yQt  he  would 
liaue  ilallowed,adding  it  was  fit  that  f hej  which  doe  that  they  flrould  notyfhould  heare  that 
they  wouldnotdE’mtxWy  'ii Comedies  may  be  fo  made  as  the  beholders  may  be  bettered  by  the, 
without  all  doubt  all  other  fortes  of  Poetrie , ma\’'  bring  their  profit  as  they  do  bring  de- 
light,and  if  all,then  much  more  the  chiefc  of  all,  which  by  allmensconfentis  the  Heroi- 
call. And  thus  much  be  fayd  for  Poefie. 

Now  for  this  Poemeof  Orlando  Furiofo y'vih'iQh  as  I haue  heard, hath  been  difliked  by 
fome(though  byfew  ofany  witoriudgeiucnt)itfoUowes  thatl  fay  fomewhat  in  defence 
therof, which  I will  do  the  more  modcratly  and  coldly, by  how  much  the  paynes  I haue  ta-  The  fecSd part 
ke  in  it(rifing  as  you  may  fee  to  a good  voiume)may  make  me  feemc  a more  partiall  pray-  of  the  ^fok- 
fcr.  Wherefore  I will  make  choife  of  fome  other  Poenie  that  is  allc^wed  and  approued  by 
all  men, and  a litle  compare  them  together  rand  what  worke  can  ferue  this  tunic  fb  fitly  as 
Virgils  eyEneadoSy  whom  aboue  all  other  it  feemeth  my  authour  doth  follow , as  appeares 
both  by  his  beginning  and  ending.  The  tone  begins, 
tiy^rma  virumy^cano 

The  tothcr. 

Le  donne  1 caualheri  P armegli  amort 
Le  cortefe  Paudace  imprefe  to  canto. 

Virgin tniXzs  with  the  death  of  7" urnusy 

Vitaa^  cumgemttufugit  indignata fub  vmbras; 
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Ar'tojlo  ends  with  the  death  oi^odomont^ 

Beflemiandofugi  L'nlma  fdegnofa 
Che  fti  ft  alt  era  al  mondo  e fi  orgogltofa. 

Virgin  extolieth  a/Eneos  to  pleafe  AKgHftus,oi whofe  race  he  was  thought  to  come . A~ 
riofio  prayfeth  Roger  o to  the  honour  of  the  houfe  of  Efie . <^neas  hath  his  Dido  that  rctai- 
iieth  \iim, %ogero  hath  his  Aicinat^imWy  leaft  1 fhould  note  cuery  part,  there  is  nothing  dE 
any  fpcciall  obferuation  in  V irgill^  but  my  author  hath  with  great  fclicitie  irtiirated  it,  fo  as 
whofocuerwii  allow F/r^r/,muft  tpfb  failo{y\s  they  fay)admit  Artoflolt^o\N  ofvvliataccout 
ir;r^i/isrcckned,&  worthily  reckned, for  auciet  times  witnelTeth  AngHfit  C.  verfe  of  him: 
Ergofie fupremispetmt  vox tmprobaverbis 
T am  dirum  mandare  nefaslc^c. 

Concluding  thus, 

Laudetar,  p/aceat,  vigeat,relegatur,ametHr. 

This  is  a great  prayfccommingfrom  fo  great  a Prince  .For  later  times  to  omit  Scaliger 
whom  Irccitcd  before,  that  affirmeth  the  reading  of  Virgtll may  make  a man  honefl:  and 
vertuouSjthat  excellet  Italia  Poet  Dant  profeffeth  plainly  .that  when  he  wadred  out  of  the 
right  way, meaning  thereby  whe  he  liued  fondly  and  looflic,Frr^i//was  the  firfi  that  made 
him  looke  into  himlelfe  and  reclairae  himfelfe  fro  that  fame  daungerous  and  lewd  courfo: 
but  what  need  we  further  witnes,do  we  not  make  our  children  read  it  commonly  before 
they  can  vnderftand  it  as  a teftimonic  that  we  do  generally  approuc  it  ? and  yet  we  fee  old 
men  ftudy  it,as  a proofe  that  they  do  fpccially  admire  it : fo  as  one  writes  very  prctily.that 
children  do  wade  in  Vtrgtll,  and  yet  Prong  men  do  fwim  in  it. 

Now  to  apply  this  to  the  prayfe  ofmyne  author, as  I fayd  before  fo  I fay  Pill,  whatfo- 
cuer  is  prayfoworthy  in  Virgill  is  plentifully  to  be  found  in  Ariofio , and  feme  things  that 
/^«r^r//couldnothaue,for  theignoraunce  of  the  age  he  liued  in, you  Pndc,  in  my  author 
fprinckled  ouer  all  his  worke,  as  I will  ver)'^  briefly  note  and  referre  you  for  the  reP  to  the 
booke  it  felfc.Thc  deuout  and  ChriPen  demeanor  of  Charlemajne  in  the  1 4 . booke  with 
his  prayer. 

Non  vogha  tua  bontaper  miofallire 
(fill tiio popol fidelc  habbia a pattre,^ c. 

And  in  the  beginning  of  the  xvij.bookc  that  would  befeeme  any  pulpit. 
llgutfio  T)io  quando  t peccati  noflri. 

But  abouc  all  that  in  the  xli.  booke  of  the  conuerfion  of  Rogero  to  the  ChriPen  Reli- 
gion, where  the  Hermit  fpeaketh  to  him  contayningin  ePeiPa  full  inPru£hon  againP 
jprefumptionand  difpaire,which  I hauc  fet  downe  thus  in  EngliPi, 

Now(  Of  1 fayd )thit  mfe  that  Hermit  /poke 

And  part  doth  comfort  him/fnd part  doth  checke. 

He  blameth  him  that  in  that  pleafaunt yoke 
He  had  fo  long  defer  d to  put  hit  necke, 

Bftt  did  to  wrath  his  maker fill prouoke. 

And  did  not  come  at  his  firfi  call  and  becke. 

But  fit  I I did  hide  hmfelfe  axvay from  God 

» VnttUhefawhimeommingwithhisrod. 

T' hen  dtd he  comfort  hwt  and  make  him  know 
7~ hat  grace  is  near  denjde  to  fuch  as  aske^ 

As  do  theworkemen  in  the  Go  (pell jheWf 
Receauinggay  alike  for  diuers  taske. 

And  fo  after  concluding. 

How  to  Chrifi  he  mufi  impute 
7“  he  pardon  of  his  finnes,  yet  near  the  later 
He  told  him  he  mufi  be  baptifde  in  water. 

Theft 
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Thcfc  & infinit  places  full  ofClirifte  exhortation , dod^rinc  3c  example  I could  quote 
out  of'thc  booke  faue  that  1 haften  to  an  end,and  it  would  be  needles  to  thofc  that  will  net 
read  them  in  the  booke  it  relfe,and  fuperfluous  to  thofe  that  w ilhbut  mofl:  manifeft  it  is  & 
not  to  be  denyed,that  in  this  point  my  author  is  to  be  preferred  before  all  the  auncient 
Poets, in  which  arc  mentioned  fo  many  falfe  Gods, and  of  them  lb  many  fowle  deeds,  their 
contetions, their  adulteries, their  inccft,as  w'ere  both  obfeenous  in  recitall  & hurtful  in  ex- 
ampleithcugh  indeed  thofe  whom  they  termed  Gods, were  certainc  great  Princes  that  co- 
niittcdfuch  enormous  faults, as  great  Princes  in  late  ages(thatlouc  ftill  to  be  cald  Gods  of 
the  earth)do  often  comit.But  now  it  may  be  3c  is  by  fome  obie£lcd,that  although  he  w'ritc 
Chrilbaly  in  fome  places, yet  in  other  lbmc,hc  is  too  lafciuious,as  in  that  of  the  baudy  Fri- 
er,in  Alctna  zn6i%j>geros  copulation, in  Anfelmus  his  GiptiaK,in  %ichardetto  his  metamor- 
phofis,in  mine  hoBs  tale  of  Aftoljo.^iom^  few  places  befide;alas  if  this  be  a fault,pardon 
him  this  one  fiultjthough  I doubt  too  manyofyou(gtle  readers) wil  be  to  exorable  in  this 
point,)’ ca  m'e  thinks  I lee  fome  of  you  fearching  already  for  thefe  places  of  th.e  bookc,and 
you  are  halfe  offended  that  I haue  not  made  fome  diredios  that  you  might  findc  out  and 
read  them  immediatly.  But  I befcech  you  ftay  a while,  and  as  the  Italian  fayth  pianoy 

fayre  and  foftly,3c  take  this  caueat  with  you,  to  read  them  as  my  author  ment  the, to  breed 
deteftation  and  not  dcletfati6:rcmember  when  you  read  of  the  old  lecherous  Frier,that  an 
fornicator  is  one  of  the  things  that  God  hateth.When  you  read  of  ^/a«<?,thinke  how  lo- 
Jeph  fkd  from  his  intiling  millresjwhe  you  light  on  Anfilmm  talejearnc  to  loth  bellly  co- 
uctoilmes,  whe  on  Richardetto^vitm  that  fweet  meatc  wil  haue  fowrc  fawee,  whe  on  mine 
holies  talef  if  you  will  follow  my  coufell)turneouer  the  leafeand  let  it  alone, although  euc 
that  lewd  tale  may  bring  fome  men  profit, and  I haue  heard  that  it  is  already(and  perhaps 
not  vnfitly)termed  the  comfort  of  cuckolds.  But  as  I fay, if  this  bea  fault.then  Virgill  com- 
mitted the  lame  fault  in  and<tx£»e.wintertainement,and  iffome  will  fay  he  tels  that 

mannerly  and  coucrtly , how  will  they  excufc  that,  where  Vulcan  was  intreated  by  Venus 
to  make  an  armour  for  z/^neati 

Dixeraty^  niuijs  hincat^^  hinc  diua  lacertis 
CunEltintem  ampltxu  molli  fouet,ille  repents 
tAccepit  folitam  flammamyKOttss^per  arttts 
Intramt  calor.  And  a litle  after.  Eaverba  locutm 
Opt  at  os  dedit  umplexta  placitum^petimt 
Coniuglstnfnfus gremto per  membra  foporem, 

I hope  they  that  vndcrlland  Latin  will  cofeflethis  is  plaine  enough,  8c  yet  with  modeft 
words  8c  no  oblcenous  phrafe:and  fo  I dare  rake  vpo  me  that  in  all  ArioJio{pndi  yet  I thinkc 
It  IS  as  much  as  three  zAEneades^thcxc.  is  not  a word  of  ribaldry  or  oblcenoufnes : farther 
there  is  fo  meet  a decorum  in  the  perfons  of  thofe  that  fpeake  lafciuioufIy,as  any  of  iudge- 
ment  mull  needs  allowjand  therforc  though  I rather  craue  pardon  then  prayfe  for  him  in 
this  poinf.yet  me  thinkes  I can  fmile  at  the  finelTc  of  fome  that  will  condemne  him,  8c  yet 
not  onely  allow,but  admire  our  Chawcer y\Nho  both  in  w'ords  8cfence,  incurreth  far  more 
the  reprehelio  of  flat  fcurrilitie,  as  I could  recite  many  places, not  onely  in  his  millers  talc, 
but  in  the  good  wife  of  Bathes  tale, 8c  many  more, in  which  onely  the  decorum  hekeepes, 
IS  that  that  excufeth  ir,andmakcth  it  more  tolerable.  But  now  whereas  fome  will  lay 
fio  wanteth  art , reducing  all  heroicall  Poems  vnto  the  methode  o? Homer  and  certain  pre-. 
cepts  of  ArtfiotleX^ox  Homer  I fay  that  that  w'hich  was  comcndablcin  him  to  write  in  that 
age, the  times  being  changed, would  be  thought  othcrwifenow,as  we  lee  both  in  phrafe  8c 
in  falhios  the  world  growes  more  curious  each  day  then%thcr;  gaue  precepts  of  ma- 

king louc  and  one  was  that  one  Ihouldfpill  wine  on  theboord  8c  write  his  miftrclfenamc 
therewith , this  was  a quaynt  call  in  that  age;  but  he  that  Ihould  make  loue  fo  now  ,his 
loue  would  mockchim  for  his  labour, and  count  him  but  a floucnly  liitonand  if  it  be  thus 
chaunged  flnee  Quids  time, much  more  fince  Homers  time.  And  yet  ioxAriofios  tales  that 


'T  he  third 
part  of  the 
Apologie. 
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many  thinke  vnartificially  brought  in ; Homer  him  fclfe  hath  thehkc : as  in  the  Iliads  the 
conference  of  Cjlaucw  with  Diomedes  vpon  fome  afts  of  Bellerophom.  & in  his  Od)  fleas  the 
difcourfeofthc  hog  with  Vlyjfes.  Further, for  the  name  of  the  boolce,  which  fome  carpe  at, 
becaufe  he  called  it  Orlando  Funofo  rather  then  Rogero-yvi  that  he  inavalfb  bedeftpded  by 
example  of  who  profcfling  to  write  Achilles,  callethhis  bookelliade'of  Troy, 

and  not  zAchtlhde.  As  for  tArifiotles  rules,  1 take  it,  he  hath  followed  them  verie  flriftly. 

Briefly , Anftotle  and  the  beft  cenfurers  ofPoefic , would  hauc  the  Epopcht,  tliat  is , the 
hcroicall  Poem , fliould  ground  on  fome  hiftone,and  take  fome  fliort  time  in  the  fime  to 
bcwtific  with  his  Poctrierfo  doth  mine  Author  take  the  florieof  k.CW/j-  the  grcat,and 
doth  not  exceed  a yearc  or  therabout  in  his  whole  work.Secondly,tliey  hold  that  nothing 
fhould  be  fayned  vtterly  incredible.  And  fore  Artoflo  neither  in  his  inchantments  cxcce- 
deth  credit  (for  who  knowes  not  how  flrong  theillufions  of  the  dcuill  arc? ) neither  in  the 
miracles  that  Aftolfo  by  the  power  oiS.lohn  is  fayned  to  do,fince  the  Church  holdeth  that 
Prophetesboth  aline  and  dead , hauc  done  mightie  great  miracles.  Thirdly , they  would 
hauc  an  hcroicall  Poem  ( afwell  as  a Tragedic)  to  be  full  of  Penpetta,  which  1 interpret  an 
agnition  of  fome  vnlooked  for  fortune  either  good  or  bad , and  a fudden  change  thereof: 
of  this  what  flore  there  be  the  reader  fliall  quickly  find.  As  for  apt  fimilitudcs,fbr  pafHons 
well  exprefled,  ofloue,  ofpitie,  of  hate, of  wrath,  a blind  man  may  feCjif  he  can  but  hcare, 
that  this  werke  is  foil  of  them. 

, There  follows  only  two  reproofs,  which  I rather  interpret  two  peculiar  praifes  of  this 
writer  aboue  all  that  w'rate  before  him  in  this  kind.-  One,  that  he  breaks  off  narrations  ve- 
ric  abruptly,fo  as  indeed  a loofe  vnattentiue  readcr.will  hardly  carrieaway  any  part  ofthe 
ftorie : but  this  doubtlefle  is  a point  of  great  art,  to  draw  a man  with  a continuali  thirfl  to 
rcade  out  the  whole  worke,and  toward  the  end  of  the  booke,  to  clofe  vp  the  diuerfe  mat- 
ters briefly  and  clenly . If  S. Philip  Sidney  had  counted  this  a fault,  he  woul  d not  hauc  done 
fohimfelfein.his  Arcadia.Another  fault  is, that  he  fpeaketh  fomuch  in  his  own  perfon  by 
digrelfion,  w'hich  they  fay  alfo  is  againfl  the  rules  of  Poctric , becaufc  neither  Homer  ncr 
Vtrgill did  it.  Me  thinks  it  is  a fufficient  defence  to  fay,  Anofio  doth  it;  fore  I am , it  is  both 
dclightfull  and  verie  profitable, and  an  excellent  breathing  place  for  the  reader,  and  euen 
as  ifa  man  walked  in  a fairc  long  allcy,to  haue  a feat  or  refling  place  here  and  there  is  cafie 
and  commodious : but  ifat  the  fame  feat  were  planted  fome  excellent  tree , that  not  onely 
with  the  fliade  fhould  keepc  vs  from  the  heat,  but  with  fome  pleafant  and  right  wholfom 
fruitc  flaould  allay  our  thirfl  and  comfort  our  flomackc,wc  would  thinke  it  for  the  time  a 
litle  paradice : fo  are  Ariofios  morals  and  pretic  digreflions  fprinklcd  throu^  his  long 
W'orke,ro  the  no  Icffe  pleafore  then  profit  ofthe  reader.  And  thus  much  be  fpokenfor  de- 
fence of  mine  Author,  which  was  thefecond  part  of  my  Apologie. 

Now  remaines  the  third  part  of  it,  in  which  I promifed  tofpeake  fomwhat  for  my  folfo, 
W'hich  part, though  it  haue  mofl  need  ofan  Apologie  both  large  6c  fobflantiall;  yet  I will 
tunne  it  ouer  both  fhortly  & fiightlv,bccaufe  indeed  the  nature  of  the  thing  it  fclfis  foch, 
that  the  more  one  doth  fay,  the  lefle  he  fhall  feeme  to  fay ; and  men  are  willinger  to  praife 
that  in  another  man, which  himfelfe  fliall  debafe,  then  tliat  which  he  fliall  feeme  to  main- 
tainc.  Certainly  if  I fhold  confefle  or  rather  profcfl'e,  that  my  verfeis  vnartificialijthe  flile 
rude, the  phrafe  barbarous  .the  mecter  ynpleafant,many  more  would  bcleeuc  it  to  be  fp,the 
would  imagine  that  I thought  them  fo:  for  this  fame  or  felf  pleafing  is  fo  comon  a 
thing, as  the  more  a ma  protefls  himfelf  to  be  free  fro  it, the  more  we  v%  il  chargehim  with 
it.VVherforclet  me  take  thus  much  vpo  me,  that  admit  it  haue  many  of  the  fornamed  ira- 
perfe(flions,&  many  not  named,  yet  as  writing  goes  now  a dayes,it  may  paffe  among  the  ♦ 
refl ; and  as  I haue  heard  a friend  of  mine  ( one  verie  iudicious  in  the  bewtic  of  a w'omany 
fay  of  a Ladie  whom  he  meant  to  praife  , that  fhc  had  a low  forhead , a great  nofe,  a wide 
mouth, a long  virage,and  yet  all  thefe  put  together, fhe  feemed  tc  him  a verie  well  faucur 
ged  woman : fo  I hops , and  I find  aircadie  fome  of  my  partiall  friends , tliat  wh^it  fcuerall 

imper- 
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hnpcrfcdions  focucr  they  find  in  this  tranflation,  yet  taking  all  together  they  allow  it^or 
at  leaf!  wife  they  readc  if,  which  is  a great  argument  of  their  liking. 

Str  Thomas  Moore  a man  of  great  wifdome  & lcarning,but  yet  a litle  enclincd(as  good 
wits  are  many  times)  to  fioffing,  when  one  had  brought  him  a liooke  of  (bme  fliallow  dif- 
courfe,  and  preaffed  him  very  hard  to  haue  his  opinion  of  if , aduiled  the  partic  to  put  it 
into  verfcj  the  plaine  meaning  man  in  the  beft  maner  he  could  did  lb, and  a tweluc-month 
after  at  the  leart,camc  with  it  to  Sir  T homos,  who  flightly  perufing  it,gaue  it  this  encomiH, 
that  now  there  was  rime  in  it, but  afore  it  Iiad  neither  rime  nor  reafou.lf  any  ma  had  menc 
tofcruemcfb.yet  Ihaue  preuentedhim;  for  fiire  I am  he  fiiallfind  rime  in  mine,  and  if  he 
be  not  voyd  of  reafon , he  fhall  find  rcafon  to.  Though  for  the  matter,  I can  challenge  no 
praifcjhauingbut  borowedit,&  for  the  verfe  I do  challenge  none, being  a thing  that  eucry 
body  that  neuer  fcarce  bay  ted  their  horfe  at  the  Vniuerfitie  take  vpon  thehi  to  make.  It  is 
poflible  that  if  I w'ould  haue  employd  that  time  that  I haue  done  vpon  this, vpon  fome  in- 
uention  ofmine  owne,I  could  haue  by  this  made  it  haue  rifen  to  a iuft  volume, & if  I wold 
haue  done  as  many  fpare  not  to  do,flowne  very  high  with  ftolen  fethers.  But  I had  rather 
men  fhould  fee  and  know  that  1 borrow  all, then  that  I fteale  any : and  I would  wifh  to  be 
called  rather  one  of  the  not  w'orft  tranflators,theone  of  the  meaner  makers.  Specially  fith 
the  Eric  of  Surrey,  and  Sir  T homos  TVtat  that  are  yet  called  the  firft  refiners  of  the  Englifh 
tong,were  both  tranflators  out  of Italian.Now  for  thofe  that  count  it  fuch  a contemptible 
and  trifling  matter  to  tranflate.I  wil  but  fay  to  them  as  M.Bartholomcw  Clarke  an  excel- 
lent learned  man , and  a right  good  tranflator,  faith  in  maner  of  a pretie  challenge,  in  his 
Preface  (as  I remember)  vpon  the  Courtier,  which  booke  hetranflated  out  of  Italian  into 
Latin.  You  ( faith  he)  that  thinke  it  fuch  a toy,  lay  afide  my  bookc,and  take  my  author  in 
your  hand , and  trie  a leafe  or  fuch  a matter,  and  compare  it  with  mine.  If  I fhould  fay  fo, 
there  would  be  inow  that  would  quickly  put  me  down  perhaps;  butdoubtleffehe  might 
boldly  fiy  it,  for  I thinke  none  could  haue  mended  him.  But  as  our  Englifli  prouerb  faith, 
many  talkc  o^'RohinHood  that  neuer  lEot  in  his  bow , and  (omccortcStMagmficat , that 
know  not  <](std  fignifirat.  For  my  part  I wmU  thankc  them  that  will  mend  any  thing  that  I 
haue  done  amifle,nor  I haue  no  fuch  great  conceipt  of  that  I haue  done,  but  that  I thinke 
much  in  it  is  to  be  mended;^  hauing  dealt  plainly  with  fome  of  my  plaine  dealing  frends, 
to  tell  me  frankly  what  they  heard  fpoken  of  it,(for  indeed  I fufFred  fome  part  of  the  prin- 
ted copies  to  go  among  my  frends,  & fome  more  perhaps  wentagainft  my  will)I  was  told 
chat  thefe  in  effcft  were  the  faults  were  found  with  it.  Some  graue  men  mifliked  that  I 
fliould  fpend  fb  much  good  time  on  fuch  a trifling  workc  as  they  deemed  a Poemc  to  be. 
Some  mcrenicely,  found  fault  with  fo  many  two  fillabled  and  three  fillabled  rimes.  Some 
(not  vndefcrucdly)reproucd  the  fantaflicalnes  of  my  notes,  in  which  they  fay  I haue  Arab 
ned  my  felfe  to  make  mention  of  fbmc  of  my  kindred  and  frends,  that  might  very  well  be 
left  out.  And  onefault  morethere  is,which  I will  tell  my  felfe,  though  many  would  neuer 
find  it;  and  that  is;  I haue  cut  fhort  fbme  of  his  Cantos, in  leaning  out  many  ftaues  of  them, 
and  fometimes  put  the  matter  of  two  or  three  ftaues  into  one.  To  thefe  reproofes  I fhall. 
pray  you  gentle  and  noble  Readers  with  patience  hearc  my  defence , and  then  I will  end. 
For  the  firft  reproofe,  either  it  is  alrcadie  excufed  or  it  w'ill  neuer  be  cxcufed ; for  I haue  I 
thinke  fufficiently  proued,  both  the  art  to  be  allowablc,and  this  worke  to  be  commenda- 
ble: yet  I will  tell  you  an  accident  that  happened  vnto  my  felfe.  When  I was  entred  a pre- 
tic  way  into  the  tranflation. about  thefeuenth  booke,  coming  to  write  that  where  Meltjfa 
in  the  perfbn  of  'Rjgeros  Tutor, comes  and  reproues  %pgero  in  the  ^.ftafle, 
fV os  It  for  this,  t hat  Im  youth  thee  fed 
W tth  morrow?  <frc.  And  againe: 

Is  this  a meaneSy  or  readie  way  you  troWy 
That  other  wort  hie  men  haue  trod  heforey 
tA  Caefar  or  a Scipio  to  grow?  ^ c. 
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An  tAlpologie  of  ’Toetrie, 

Straight!  began  tothinke,that  my  Tutor, a graueand  learned  man,and  one  ofa  vcrie  au- 
ftere  life,might  fay  to  me  in  like  fort,  was  it  for  this, that  I read  Artfl etle  and  Plato  to  you, 
and  inflruft ed  you  fo  carefully  both  in  Greek  & Latin  ?to  hauc  you  now  become  a tranfla- 
tor  of  Italian  toyes  ? But  while  I thought  thus,  I was  aware , that  it  w'as  no  toy  that  could 
put  filch  an  honeft  & ferioufe  confideratio  into  my  mind.Now  for  the  that  find  fault  with 
polyfy liable  meeter,me  thinke  they  are  like  thofe  that  blame  me  for  putting  fiiger  in  their 
wine, and  chide  to  bad  about  it,and  fay  they  marre  all,  but  yet  end  with  Gods  blcffing  on 
their  hearts.  For  indeed  if  I had  knowne  their  diets,  I could  haue  faued  fomc  of  my  colt,  at 
leaft  fome  of  my  painc ; for-when  a verfe  ended  with  ciuillitte , I could  cafier  after  the  aun- 
cient  raancr  of  rime,  haue  made  fee, ox  fiee.or  decree  to  aunfwer  it,  leauing  the  accent  vpon 
the  laft  fyllable , then  hunt  after  three  fyllabled  wordes  to  anfwere  it  with  facilhtte , gen- 
ttlUtie,trancjmllttie,hoflilUtie,fcHrnllttie,  debillitte,agillitie,fragilUtiejtob%lhue^aobilUtie,\fA-\\cfi 
who  miflike.may  tafl:  lamp  oyle  with  their  cares  And  as  for  two  fyllabled  meeters,they  be 
fb  approued  in  other  languages, that  the  French  call  the  the  feminine  rime,  as  the  fwceter: 
& the  one  fj’llablc  the  ma’fculin^ut  in  a word  to  anfwer  this,  & to  make  the  for  euer  hold 
their  p.eaces  of  this  point;  J/r  Philip  Sidney  not  only  vfeth  them, but  affefteth  them:yi^wi/<f, 
digntfie; framed  fiynamed  u flamed  ts.hide  atvay,btde  <i»><^.Thogh  if  my  many  blotted  papers 
that  I haue  made  in  this  kind, might  affoord  mcauthoritie  to  giuca  rule  of  it,I  would  fay 
that  to  part  the  with  a one  fj'llablemeeter  between  the, wold  giueit  beflgrace.For  as  men 
vfe  to  fow  with  the  hand  and  not  with  the  whole  facke , fo  1 would  hauc  the  care  fed  but 
not  cloyed  with  thefc  pleafing  and  fwcet  falling  meeters.  For  the  tliird  reproofe  about  the 
notes, iure they  w'ereaworke  (as  Imayfb  call  it)  offupererogation , andiwould  wifh 
fbinctimes  they  had  bin  left  out,&  therather,iflbc  in  fuch  fairepoilibilitie  to  bethought 
afoolc,or  fantaflicall  for  my  labour.True  it  is  l added  fomc  notes  to  theendofeuery  can- 
to, eucn  as  if  fomc  of my  ffends  and  my  felfe  reading  it  together  ( and  fo  it  fell  out  indeed 
many  times  ) had  after  debated  vpon  them,  what  had  benemoft  worthic  confideration  in 
thcm,and  fooftimes  immediatly  I fet  it  downc.Andwhcras  I make  mention  here  &;  there 
of  fome  of mine  ownc  frends  & kin,  I did  it  the  rathcr,becaufe  Plutarks  m one  place  fpea- 
king  of  Homer,  partly  lamenteth,and  partly  blamethhim^that  writing  fb  much  as  he  did, 
yet  in  none  of  his  works  there  was  any  mention  made,  orfo  much  as  inkling  to  be  gathe- 
rcd,ofwhat  ftockc  he  was, of  what  kindred,  of  what  towne,  norfaue  for  his  language,  of 
what  countrey.  Excufc  me  then  if  I in  a workc  that  may  perhaps  lafl  longer  then  a better 
thing , and  being  not  afliaraed  of  my  kindred , name  them  here  and  there  to  no  mansof- 
fcnce,though  I meant  not  to  make  cuery  body  fb  far  of  my  ccunfell  why  I did  it, till  I was 
told  that  fomc  perfon  of  fomc  reckcning  noted  me  of  a litle  vanitie  for  it : and  thus  much 
for  that  point. 

For  my  omitting  and  abreuiating  fome  things , either  in  matters  impertinent  to  vs,  or 
in  fome  to  tedioufe  flatteries  of  perfbns  that  we  ncuer  heard  of,  if  1 haue  done  ill,  I craue 
pardon;  for  fure  I did  it  for  the  beft.  But  if  anie  being  ftudious  of  the  Italian,  would  for  his 
better  vnderftanding  compare  them,  the  firfl; fixe  bookes  fauea  htlc  ofthc  third, will  fland 
him  in  fteed.  But  yet  I would  not  hauc  any  man  cxcept,that  I fhouldobferuehis  phrafe  fo 
ftriAly  as  an  interpreter , nor  the  matter  Co  carefully,  as  if  it  had  bene  a ftorie,  in  which  to 
vane  were  as  great  a finne,  as  it  werefimplicitic  in  this  to  go  word  for  w'ord.  But  now  to 
conclude , I fhall  pray  you  all  that  hauc  troubled  your  felucs  to  readc  this  my  triple  apo- 
logic,  to  accept  my  labors,and  to  excufc  my  errors, if  with  no  other  thing,at  leaft  with  the 
name  ofyouth  (which  commonly  hath  need  of  cxcufes)  and  fo  prefuming  this  pardon  to 
be  graunted,  we  fhall  part  good  frends.  Only  let  me  intreate  you  inreading 
the  bookc  enfuing,not  to  do  me  that  iniuric,thata 
Potter  did  to  sy^riofio. 


AN  ADVERTISEMENT  TO  THE  READER  BEFORE 

he  \E^DE  this  -POEME,  OF  SOME  THIT^GS  TO  BE  OBSEBJ^ED^ 

<u  well  in  the fubftaiKt  oftJm  werkf, « aljo  in  the  fettingfoorth  thereof,  rviih  th:  yfc  of  the  ViHures, 
tableland  annotations  to  the  fame  annexed. 

Here  areperadiicnturcmaniemenjand  fomcofchofe  both  graue,  and  godly 
men,  that  in  refpeft  they  count  all  poetrieas  meerely  tending  to  wantonncfle 
and  vanitie,  will  at  the  veric  firft  light  rcicft  this  booke,and  not  only  not  allow, 
but  blame,and  reproue  the  traucll  taken  in  fetting  foorth  the  fame  in  our  mo- 
ther tongue.  And  finely  for  fuch  cenfurers  as  wiD  condemn  without  hearing 
the  caufe  pleaded,!  canbewc]lcontent,tohaue  themlpare  the  labor  in  reading 
which  they  think  1 haue  loft  in  writing ; & appealing  from  them,ifnot  to  higher 
at  leaft  to  more  indifferent  fudges,  namely  fuch  as  will  vouchfafe  to  heare,  what 
canbe  fpoken  in  defence  of  the  matter , and  then  will  yccld  ( as  wife  men  euer 
ihoiild  do)  to  the  ftronger  reafon : I do  to  them  direct;  this  my  fhort  aduertife- 


ment,which(becaufe  all  that  may  readethisbookearenotof  equall  capacities)  I will  endeuor  to  explane 
more  plainely,  then  for  the  learned  fort  had  happily  bene  requifite. 

And  firft  if  any  haue  this  fcruple,  that  it  may  he  hurtfull  for  his  foule,  or  confcicnce,  to  reade  a booke  cf  of  thematteref 
poetrie,  as  thou^  it  might  alien  his  mind  from  vertiic  and  religion  , Irefcrrehim(belide  many  other  ex-  t'leleoi^tttHdfn^ 
cellent  mens  writings,  botliin  defence  and  praife  thereof)  to  a litle  briefe  treatifein  the  beginning  of  this  **'"'''"**• 
booke,  written  by  me  generally  in  defence  ofpoemes , and  IpeciaJly  of  this  prefentworke,  which!  dare  af- 
firme  to  beneither  vicious,nor  profane,butapt  to  breede  the  quite  contrarie  effefts,  if  a great  fault  be  not 
in  the  readers  owne  bad  difpofition. 

Secondly  I haue  in  the  marginal!  notes,  quoted  the  apt  ftmilitudes,and  pithic  fcntences,  or  adages,with  The  mar^rtalt 
the  beft  deftriptions,and  the  excellent  imitations,and  the  places  and  authors  from  whence  they  are  taken.  ch 

Further, where diuerfeftories  inthis  worke,feemein  many  places  abruptly  brokenofF,Ihaue  fctdirc- 
<!ionsin  the  margent,  where  to  find  the  continuance  of  euery  fuch  ftorie , though  I would  not  wilh  any  to  Jionet. 

reade  them  in  that  order  at  the  firft  reading,  but  if  any  thinke  them  worchie  th  e ewife  reading, then  he  may 
the  fecond  time  not  vnconuenientlyvfe  it,  if the  meane  matter  betweene  the  fo  deuided  ftories  (vpon 
which  commonly  they  depend)  be  not  quite  out  of  his  memorie.  _ 

Alfo  ( according  to  the  Italian  maner) ! haue  in  a ftaffe  of  eight  verfes  comprehended  the  contents  of 
euery  booke  or  canto,  in  the  beginning  thereof,which  hath  two  good  vles,one,to  vnderftand  the  pifture  die 
perfefter,  the  other,  to  remember  the  ftorie  the  better,  , 

Asfor  thepiftures,thcyareallcutinbraffc,andmoftofthembythcbeftworkemeninthatkinde,thac  ^ ° 

haue  bene  in  diis  land  this  manic  yearcs:  yet!  will  not  praife  diem  too  much,  becaufel  gaue  direftion  for 
their  making,  and  in  regard  thereof,  I may  be  thought  partiall , but  this  I may  truely  fay , that  ( for  mine 
owne  part)  1 haue  not  feene  anie  madein  England  better,  nor  (in  deede)anie  of  this  kinde,  in  any  booke, 
except  it  were  in  a treapfe , fet  foorth  by  that  profound  man , maifter  Broughton  the  laft  yeare  ,vpon  the 
Reuelation,in  which  there  are  fome  3 .or  4.  pretie  figures(in  odl:auo)cut  in  braffe  verie  v/orkemanly.As  for 
other  books  that  I haue  feene  in  this  realmc,eitherin  Latinor  EngIi(h,withpifturs,asLiuy,Gefner,A!ciats 
emblemes,a booke  de  Speflrit  in  Latin,&(in  our  tong)the  Chronicres,the  booke  ofMartyrs,rhe  book  of  hau- 
kingand  hunting, and  M.Whitneys  excellent  Emblems,yet  all  their  figures  are  cut  in  woodj&none  in  me- 
tall,  and  in  that  refpeift  inferior  to  thefe,  at  leaft  ( by  the  old  prouerbe  ) the  more  coft,  the  more  worftiip. 

"nieyfcof  thepiifturc  is  euident,whichis,that(hauingread  ouerthc  booke)you  may  reade  it  ( as  it  were 
flgaim^  in  the  very  pi£i:ure,and  one  thing  is  to  be  noted,which  euery  one  (haply)  will  not  obferue , namely 
the  perlpeiftiue  in  euery  figure.  For  theperfonages  of  men,  the  fliapes  of  horfes , and  fuch  like,  arc  made  ^ 
large  at  die  bottome,  and  lefl'er  vpward,  as  if  you  were  to  behold  all  the  fame  in  a plaine,  that  which  is  neaJ 
reft  feemes  greateft,  and  the  fardeft,  ftiewes  finalleft,  which  is  the  chiefe  art  in  pidure. 

If  the  name  of  anie  man , woman , coiintrey,  towne , horfe , or  weapon , feeme  ftraunge  to  anie , I haue 
made  a table  where  to  find  it.  And  in  the  fame  table,  a diredion  for  the  fcuerall  tales , where  to  begin  and 
cnd,rhofe  that  may  conueniently  be  read  finglcjof  which  kind  there  are  many,and  thofe  not  vnpleafant. 

Laftly,  at  the  end  of  euerie  booke  or  Canto,  becaufe  the  reader  may  take  not  oliely  de]!ght,but  profit  in 
reading,  1 haue  noted  in  all  (asoccafion  is  offred)  the  Morall,  dicHiftorie,  the  AlIegorie,and  the  Allulion. 

The  morall;  that  we  may  apply  it  to  our  owne  maners,and  dilpofition,to  the  amendment  of  the  fame.  Moraa. 

The  Hiftorie;  both  that  the  true  ground  of  thepoeme  may  appearc,(fbr  learned  menhold,that  a perfed  Hijhtie, 
pocme  muft  ground  of  a truth)  (as  I ftiew  more  atlarge  in  another  place)  as  alfo  to  explanc  fome  things  , 
that  arc  lightly  touched  by  him,  as  examples  of  al  1 times, either  of  old  or  of  late. 

The  Allegoric  of  fome  things  that  are  meerely  fabulous,  yet  haue  an  allegoricall  fence,  which  euery  bo-  ^n^gctie. 
die  at  the  firft  (hew  cannot  perceiue. 

The  Allufion : of  fidions,  to  be  applied  to  fome  things  done  , or  written  of  in  times  paft,as  alfo  where  it  Mllufen. 
may  be  applied  without  offence  to  the  time  prefent.  But  thefe  happen  in  verie  few  bookes. 

And  this  is  all  that!  haue  to  aduertife  the  reader , for  if  any  other  notes  happen  to  come  after,  it  is  but 
for  want  ofromc  in  tire  margent,thattheywerefainetobepat  out  of  their  due  place.  It  remaines  onely  to 
wifti  (becaufel  finditwillbedclighcfull'tomanie)  that  it  may  be  hurtfull  to  none  , left  (if  it  fhould)  both 
they  and  1 be  called  to  account  for  it,where  not  onely  euill  works,  but  idle  wordcs  fliall  be  puniflied. 
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THE  ARGVMENT. 

Char  Is  hath  the ffj/le, ''Angelica  jij/es  thencei 
‘Ronaldos  horfe  holpe  him  his  Lone  to  finde, 
Ferrarv  with  him  doth  fight  in  her  defence: 
She  flyes  againe^  they  flay  not  long  behind, 
r^rgaltoi ghofl  refrooues  Ferrarvs  offence, 
T he  Spaniard  to  new  vow  himfclfe  doth  bind: 
His  mi  fires  prefence  Sacrapant  enioyeth, 

Br adamant  and  Renaldo  him  annoy  eth. 


F Dames,  * of  Knights,  of 
armes,of  loues  delight. 
Of  curtefies,  of  high  at- 
tempts I fpeake. 

Then  when  the  Moores 
rrafported  all  their  might 
On  AfFrick  (eas  the  force 
of  France  to  breake: 
Drawnc  by  the  youtJifulI 
heate  and  raging  fpitc, 
t)f  ySgramtint  their  king  that  vowd  to  wreake. 

The  death  of  king  T raye;t0(ht  ely  flayne) 

Vpon  the  Komane  Emperour  CharUmaint. 

% 

tMtenmghen-  I will  no  lefle  Or/Woj  afts  declare, 
bjf  hu  rmjtrejfe,  (A  tale  in  profe  ne  verfe  yet  fong  or  fayd) 

whtm -^^o  fell  beftraught  with  loue  a hap  moft  rare, 
'lUfFe  F o one  tliat  erft  was  counted  wife  and  ftayd, 

" Ifmy  fweet  Saint*’ that  caufeth  my  like  care. 

My  flender  mufe  afford  fome  gracious  ayd, 

I make  no  doubt  but  I fliallhaue  the  skill. 

As  much  as  1 haue  promift  to  fiilfiU. 

e Thu  U y th  t Vouclifafc  (O  Prince  ‘ of  moft  renowmed  race, 
tuihar  The  ornament  and  hope  of  this  our  time) 

tnCariin»lH:f-  I’acccpt  this  gift  ptcfented  toyour  gracc, 
^tranfl^tor  foa"  Rmant  tudcly  here  in  rime, 

T-rwcf  far  •>‘re  though  I pay  paper  and  inke  in  place 

Of  deeper  debt,  yet  take  it  for  no  cryme: 


It  may  fufBfc  a poorc  and  humble  debter. 

To  fay  and  ifhc  could  it  fhould  be  better. 

4 , . 

Here  fhall  you  findc among  the  worthic  peers, 

Whofe  prayfes  I prepare  to  tell  in  verfe, 

■ him  from  whom  of  auncient  years,  dimitatioofr’ir 

Your  Princely  ftemmes  deriued,  1 reherfe:  f 

Whofe  noble  minde  by  Princely  afts  appeares,  fll^pfraaTcum 

Whofe  worthie  fame  cuen  to  the  skye  doth  perfc:  mttr  feUes  be- 
Soyouvouchfafe  my  lowlie  ftile  andbafe. 

Among  your  high  conceits  a litle  plafe. 

OrUndt  who  lor^  time  had  ' loued  deare, 

.angelica  tlie  f^re ; and  for  her  fake. 

About  the  world,  in  nations  far  and  neare. 

Did  high  attempts  performc  and  vndertake, 

Returnd  v/ith  her  into  the  Weft  thatyeare. 

That  C/;arhhis  power  againft  the  Turks  did  m^e: 

And  with  the  force  of  G erm  ani  e and  France,  ^ ih*t 

. Neare  Pyren*^Alpes  his  ftandard  did  aduance. 

To  make  the  Kings  of  AfFrike  and  of  Spaync, 

Repent  their  rafh  attempts  and  foolilh  vaunts. 

One  hauing  brought  from  AfFrike  in  his  traync, 

A)1  able  men  to  cany  fword  or  launce: 

The  tother  mou’d  the  Spanyards  now  agayne. 

To  ouerthrow  the  goodly  Realme  of  Frauncc. 
Andhither(aslfaid)0r/i<«^9  went. 

But  of  his  commingftrai  ^)it  he  did  repent. 
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For  here(behoW  how  humane  luctgemcncs  arr, 
And  how  the  wifer  lore  are  oft  miftaken) 

His  Ladie  whom  he  gardedhadibfarr 
Nor  had  in  fights  nor  daungers  great  forfakenj 
Without  the  dmt  offword , or  open  warr 
Amid  his  friends  awayfromhim  was  taken. 

For  Charls  the  great, a valiant  Prince  and  wile. 
Did  it  to  quench  a broy'e  that  did  arife. 
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Betweene  Orlando,  and  l^enMo  late. 

There  fell  about  ./ingelica,  a brail. 

And  each  of  rhem  began  the  other  hate. 

This  Ladies  loue  had  made  them  both  fo  thrall. 
But  Charlt  who  much  miflikcs  that  luch  debate, 
Betwenc  fuch  frendsjihould  rife  bn  caiife  lb  fmall, 
To?(4»»«<ofBauierin  keeping  gaue  her. 

And  fuflred  neither  of  them  both  to  haue  her, 
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But  promift,he  would  prefendy  bellow 
Thedamfell  faire,  on  him  that  in  that  fichr. 

The  plainell  proofe  lliculd  ofhis  ptbwefl’e  Ihow, 
And  danger  molt  the  Pagans  with  his  might. 

But  (ay  the  while)  the  Chriftens  take  the  blow. 
Their  Ibuldicrs  flame, their  Captains  put  to  flight. 
The  Duke  him  felfe,  a prilher  there  was  taken, 

His  texit  was  quite  abandond,and  forfaken. 
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Where  when  the  damfcll  faire  a while  had  llayd. 

That  for  the  viftor  pointed  was  a pray. 

She  tookeherhorfe,ne  farther  time  deWd, 
Butfecrctly  conuaydherTelfe  away. 

For  Ihe  forelaw,  and  wa  s full  lore  afl  ayd. 

That  this  to  Charls  would  prone  a difinall  day. 

And  riding  through  a wood,  (he  hapt  to  meetc, 

A knight  that  Came  againft  her  on  his  feete* 
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His  curats  on,  his  helmet  not  vndone, 

Hisfvvord  and  target  readie  to  the  fame. 

And  through  die  wood  fo  fwifdy  he  did  runntf. 

As  they  thatgohalfenakedforagame. 

But  neuer  did  a Ihcpherds  daughter  Ihunne, 

Wore  Ipecdily  afnake  that  on  her  came. 

Then  laire  .yln^dica  did  take  her  flight, 

When  as  flie  once  had  knowledge  of  the  knight, 
la 

Tliis  valiant  knight  was  Lord  of  Clarimount^ 

Duke  Tonne, as  you  (hall  vnderftand: 

Who  hailing  loft  his  horfe  otgood  account, 

Thatby  milhap  was  flipt  outofhis  hand. 

He  fbllowd  him,  in  hope  againe  to  mount, 

Vntill  dtis  Ladies  fight  did  make  him  Hand, 

Whofe  face  andfli3pe,proportiond  were  lb  well. 
They  feeme  the  houfe  where  loue  it  felf  did  dwell. 
I? 

But  Ihe  that  Ihuns  ^eiutlde  all  Ihe  may, 

Vponher  horfes  necke  doth  lay  the  raiiic. 

Through  thicke,and  thinne,{he  gallopcth  away. 

Ne  makes  flie  choife  of  beaten  way  or  plaine. 

But  giues  her  palfrey  leaue  to  chule  the  way. 

And  being  mou’d  with  feare, and  with  difdaine. 
Now  vp,  now  downe,  Ihc  neuer  leaues  to  ride. 

Till  Ihe  atriued  by  a riua  fide. 
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Fall  by  the  ftreame  FerriM  Ihe  fees  anon  e,  Ttrrawa  Sfa- 

(Who  noyd,in  part  with  duftjand  part  with  Iwcat^ 

Out  of  the  battell  hither  came  alone. 

With  drinke  his  thirft,with  aire  tofwagehisheat^ 

And  minding  backe  againe  to  haue  bene  gone, 

He  was  detaind  with  an  vnlookt  for  let. 

Into  the  ftreame,by  hap  his  helmet  fell. 

And  how  to  get  it  out  he  cannot  tell, 

ly 

And  hearing  now  the  noife,and  mournf nil  crie, 

Ofone  with  piteous  voice  demaunding  ayd. 

Seeing  the  damfell  eke  approching  nyc. 

That  nought  but  helpe  againft  i^c/iiwaprayd. 

What  wight  it  was,  he  guelfcd  by  and  by, 

Though  looking  pale,likc  one  that  had  bene  frayr^ 

And  chough  Ihe  had  not  late  bene  inhis  fight. 

He  diought  it  was  .rlngelica  the  bright. 
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And  being  both  a ftout,and  ciirteous  knight. 

And  loue  a hcle  kindling  inhisbreaft. 

He promift  ftraight,  to  ayd  her  all  he  might, 

And  coperforme  whatcucr  Iherequcft. 

And  tliough  he  want  a helmet,  yet  to  fight 
With  bold  Ronaldo  he  will  do  his  beft. 

And  both  the  one,the  other,  ftraight  defied. 

Oft  hamng  cither  others  value  tried. 
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Betweene  them  two,  a combat  fierce  began, 

With  ftrokes  y might  haue  pierft  die  hardeft  rocks 
While  they  thus  fight  on  footc,  and  man  to  man. 

And  giuc,and  take,  lb  hird,and  heauie  knocks. 

Away  (the  damfell  pofteth  all  flie  can. 

Their  paine,and  crauell,  flie  requites  with  mocks. 

So  hard  (he  rode  while  diey  wereac  their  fight. 

That  flie  was  cleane  efcaped  out  offight. 
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When  they  long  time  contended  had  in  vaine. 

Which  of  them  fliould  be  maifter  in  the  field. 

And  that  with  force,  with  cunning,  or  withpain^ 

Neither  of  them  could  make  the  other  yeeld 
Ren.tldo  firftdid  moue  the  Knight  of  Spaine, 

(Although  he  vfd  fuch  curtefie  but  feeld) 

To  make  a truce;  ne  was  he  to  be  blamed. 

For  loue  his  heart  to  other  fight  enflamed. 
iP 

You  thought  (fayd  he)  to  hinder  me  alone, 

Butyou  haue  hurt  your  felfe  as  much,  or  more. 

You  fe  the  faire  Angelka  is  gone, 

Sofooneweleefe  that  earft  we  fought  fo  fore. 

Had  you  me  tane  or  flaine,your  gaine  were  none, 

Sichyou  were  ner  the  neare  your  loue  therefore. 

For  whde  we  two  haue  made  this  little  ftay. 

She  lets  vs  both  alone  and  go’di  her  way.^ 
xo 

But  ifyou  loue  the  Ladie,asyouray, 

Then  let  vs  both  agree  to  finde  her  out, 
Tohaueherfirft,wi!lbcour  wifeft  way, 

And  when  ofholdingher  there  is  no  doubt. 

Then  by  confent  let  Tier  remaine  his  pray. 

That  with  his  fword  can  proue  himlelf moft  ftou^ 

I fee  not  elfe  after  our  long  debate,  , 

How  either  of  vs  can  amend  his  ftate. 

tmm 
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OF  ORLANDO  FVRIOSO. 
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Terrofw  (that  felt  fmall  pleafiire  in  the  fight) 

Agreed  a found,  and  frcndly  league  to  make. 
They  lay  afide  all  wrath  and  maliccquight. 

And  at  their  parting  from  the  running  lake. 

The  Pagan  would  not  let  the  Chriften  knight, 
TofoUow  him  on  foote  for  manners  fake. 

But  prays  him  mount  behind  his  horfes  backe. 
And  fo  they  feeke  the  Damfcll  by  die  trackc. 
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O auncient  knights  of  true  and  noble  hart, 

Riuals  they  were,  one  faith  they  liu'd  not  vndcr, 
Befide  they  felt  their  bodies  flire  wdly  fmart 
Of  blowcs  late  giuen,  and  yet  ( behold  a wonder) 
Through  diicke  and  thin,fufpition  fet  apart. 

Like  frends  diey  ride,  and  parted  not  a funder, 
Vntill  the  horfe  with  double  fpurring  driued, 
Vnto  a way  parted  in  two  arriued. 

And  being  neither  able  to  deferie. 

Which  way  was  gone  .Angelica  the  bright* 

Becaufe  the  tracke  of  horfes  feece,wherby 
They  feeke  her  out,  appeare  alike  in  fight. 

They  part,  and  cither  will  his  fortune  try. 

One  to  the  left  hand,  th’othcr  to  the  right. 

The  Spaniard  when  he  wandred  had  a while, 
Came  whence  he  went,the  way  did  him  beguile, 
24 

He  was  arriu’d  but  there,  with  all  his  painc. 

Where  in  the  foord  he  let  his  helmet  fall. 

And  of  his  Ladie  (whom  he  lou’d  in  vainc) 

He  now  had  litle  hope,  or  noneat  all. 

His  helmet  now  he  thinks  to  get  againe. 

And  feeks  it  our,  but  feeke  it  while  he  lhall, 
Itwasfodceply  funken  in  the  fand. 

He  can  not  get  it  out  at  any  hand. 

If 

Hard  by  the  banke  a tall  young  pepler  grew. 

Which  he  cut  downe,  thereof  a pole  to  make, 
Witli  which  each  place  in  feeling,  and  in  vew. 

To  find  his  fcullhe  vp  and  downe  dotli  rake: 

But  lo  a hap  vnlookc  for  doth  enfew. 

While  he  fuch  needleffe  fru  tclelfe  painc  doth  take 
He  faw  a knight  arife  ou  t of  the  brooke, 

Brcaft  hye,  with  vifage  gringand  angrie  looke. 
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Tlic  Knight  was  armd  at  all  points  fane  the  hed. 

And  in  his  hand  he  held  the  helmet  plaine, 

That  very  helmet  that  fuch  care  had  bred. 

In  him  that  lace  had  fought  it  with  fuch  painc. 
And  looking  grimly  on  Ferraw  he  fed, 

A faithlell'e  wretch,  in  promife  falfe  and  vaine. 

It  greens  thee  now  tliis  helmet  fo  to  mifle. 

That  Ihould  of  right  be  rendred  long  er  this. 
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Remember  ( crucll  Pagan)  when  you  killed 
Me,  brother  to  .Angelica  the  bright. 

You  faid  you  would  ( as  I then  dying  willed) 
Mine’armour  drownc,when  finifht  were  the  fight. 
Now  if  that  fortune  haue  the  thing  fulfilled. 
Which  thou  thy  felf  flioldft  haue  _pformd  in  right, 
Greeuc  not  thy  felfe,  or  if  thou  wilt  be  grecued, 
Grccuc  that  thy  promife  can  not  be  bclccued. 


28 

But  ifto  want  an  helmet  thou  repine. 

Get  one  wherwith  thine  honor  thou  mayft  fauc. 
Such  hath  Orlando  Countic  Paladine, 
lienaldo  fuch,  or  one  perchance  more  brauc. 

That  was  from  oilmont  tanc;  this  from  Mambrine: 
Win  one  of  chcfe,that  thou  with  praifc  ma.ft  haue 
And  as  for  this,  furceafe  to  feeke  it  more, 

But  Icauc  it  as  thou  promifd  me  before. 
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Ftrrww  was  much  amazd  to  fee  the  Iprite, 

That  made  this  ftraunge  appearance  vnexpefted. 
His  voice  was  gonc,his  haire  did  ftand  vpright. 
His  fences  all  were  fo  tofeare  fubiefted. 

His  hart  did  fwell  with  anger  and  defpite. 

To  heart  his  breach  of  p romife  thus  obiefted. 
And  that  A rgalia  (fo  the  Knight  was  named) 
With  iuH:  reproof,  could  make  him  thusafliamcd. 
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And  wanting  time,  the  matter  to  excufe. 

And  being  guiltie  of  no  litle  blame, 

Herefted  mute, and  in  a fcncclelfe  mufe. 

So  lore  his  hart  was  tainted  witli  the  lhamc. 

And  by  Lanfufas  life  he  vowd  to  v fe 
No  helmet,  till  fuch  time  he  gat  the  fame, 

Wliich  from  theftout^/>wo«f  Orlando  wan. 

When  as  they  two  encountred  man  to  man. 

But  he  this  vow  tokeepe  more  firmcly  ment. 

And  kept  it  better  then  the  firfthe  had. 

Away  he  parted  hence  a malcontent. 

And  many  dayes  enluing  retted  fad. 

To  feeke  Orlando  out  is  his  intent. 

With  whom  to  fight  he  would  bevcryglad. 

But  now  what  haps  vnto  l{enaldo  fell. 

That  tooke  the  other  way,  tis  time  to  tell. 

Not  faire  he  walkt,buthe  his  horfe  hadfpide. 

That  praunfing  went  before  him  on  the  way. 
Holla  my  boy  holl a {Kptaldo  cride) 

The  want  of  thee  annoyd  me  much  to  day . 

But  Bayard  will  not  let  his  maifter  ride, 

Buttakes  his  heeles,  and  fatter  go’th  away. 

His  flight  much  anger  in  J^Waobred: 

But  follow  we  Angelica  that  fled. 

Thar  fled  through  woods,and  delcrts  all  obfeure, 
Throughplaces  vninhabited  and  watt, 

Ne  could  flieyet  repute  her  felfe  fecure. 

But  farder  ttill  Ihe  gallopeth  in  hatt. 

Each  leafe  that  ttirs  in  her  doth  feare  procure. 
And  maketh  her  affrighted,  and  agaft; 

Eachnoife  Ihe  heares,eachftiadow  Ihe  doth  fee. 
She  doth  miftrutt  it  Ihould  F^naldo  be. 
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Like  to  a fawne,orkid  of  bearded  goate. 

That  in  the  wood  a tyger  fierce  efpide. 

Killing  her  dame,  and  firftto  teare  the  thsoate. 
And  then  to  feed  vpon  the  hanch  or  fide. 

Fearing  lett  flie  may  light  on  fuch  a lot. 

Doth  feeke  it  felfe  in  mickeftbrackes  to  hide. 
And  chinks  each  noife  the  wind  or  airc  doth  caufc. 
It  felfe  in  danger  of  the  tygers  clawps, 
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THE  FIRST  BOOKE  ‘ 


ThtUmenttfion 


That  day  and  night  flic  wapdredhcre  and  there. 
And  nalfe  the  other  day  tiiat  did  enfuc, 

Vntill  at  laft  (he  was  arriued  where, 

A fine  young  groue,  with  pleafant  lliadow  grew, 
Neare  to  the  which  twoIitJe  riuers  were,  ' 
Whofe  moiflrure  did  die  tender  herbs  reniie, . 
And  made  afweete,andvery  pleaflng  found, 
Running  vpon  the  fand  and  ftonie  ground. 

Here  flie  atlaftherfclfe  in  fafetie  thought, 

As  being  from  KenaUo  manieamile. 

Tyr’d  with  annoy  the  heate  and  rraueil brought, 
she  th  nkesitbeft  wich'fleepe  the  time  beguile. 
And  haumgfirftaplace  conuenientfoughr. 

She  lets  her  horfe  refrefti  his  limbes  die  while. 
Who  fed  vpon  the  banks,vvell  cloth’d  with  graflc. 
And  dranke  the  riiier  water  cleere  as  glafle. 
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Hard  by  the  brookejan  arbor  flic  deferide, 

Wherein  grew  faite,and  verie  fragrant  floures, 
W'ldi  rofes  fweete,and  other  trees  befide, 
Wherwith  the  place  adomes  the  natiuc  bourcs. 
So  fenced  m with  fliades  on  either  fide. 

Safe  from  the  heate  oflate  or  early  houres. 

The  boughs,andleaues,fbcuimingIy  were  mlxr. 
No  funne,no  light,  could  enter  them  betwixt. 
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Within  j the  tender  herbes  a bed  do  make, 
Inuitingfolke  to  take  dicirreft  and  cafe. 

Here  meaiies  this  Ladie  fairc  a nap  to  take. 

And  falls  to  fleepe,theplacefowell  dothpleafe. 
Not  long  flie  lay,  but  her  a noife  did  w.ike. 

The  trampling  of  ahoifedidherdifeafe. 

And  looking  out,  asfccretasftie  might, 

Tocomc  aU  armdflie  faw  a comely  knight, 
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She  knowes  not  yet  if  he  be  foe,  or  frend, 

Twixt  hope,  and  feare,  flic  doubtfully  doth  Hand, 
And  what  he  means  to  do  flie  dodi  attend. 

And  wlio  it  was  ihe  fainc  would  vnderft.ind. 

The  knight  did  to  die  riucr  lidc  defeend, 

And  rc&ng  downe  his  head  vpon  liis  hand. 

All  in  a mufc  he  fitteth  ftill  alone. 

Like  one  transformd  into  a marble  ftonc. 
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He  tarri’d  in  this  mufe  an  houre  and  more. 

With  looke  call  downe,  m fad,  and  heauie  guife, 
A tlafl  he  did  lament  his  hap  fo  fore. 

Yet  in  fo  fweet,  and  comely  moornfull  wife. 

So  hard  a heart  no  tiger  euerbore. 

But  wold  haue  heard  fuch plaints  with  watred  cys. 
His  heart  did  fee  me  a moimtaine  full  of  flame. 

His  checks  a ftreame  of  tears  to  quench  the  fame. 
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Alas  (faidhe)  what  meanes  this  diuerfe  pafllon  ? 

1 burnc  as  fire,  and  yet  like  froft  1 freefe, 

1 ftilllament,  and  neuermoue  compaffion, 

I come  too  late,  and  all  my  labour  leefe; 

I had  but  words,  and  looks,  for  flicw  and  fafliion. 
But  others  get  the  game, and  gainful  fees: 

If  neither  frute,nor  floure  come  to  my  parr, 

Why  fliould  her  loue  confume  my  careftiU  hart? 
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Like  to  the  rofe  I count  the  virgine  pure. 

That  growth  on  natiue  ftem  in  garden  fairc, 

Which  while  it  Hands  with  wals  enuirond  fure. 

Where  heardme  with  dieirheards  can  not  repaire  '/'i floi  m ftptu 
To  fauor  it,  it  feemeth  to  allure  (ientm  nufutut 

The  morning  deawjthe  heatc,the  earth, die  aire. 

GaJlantyoung  men, and  lonely  dames  delight 
In  their  fweete  fent,  and  in  their  pleafing  fight. 
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But  when  tliat  once  tis  gathered  and  gone. 

From  proper  ftalk,  where  late  before  it  grew. 

The  loue,  the  liking  litle  is  or  none, 

Fauor  and  grace,  beautie.indalladcw. 

So  when  a virgin  graunts  to  one  alone. 

The  pretious  floure  for  which  fo  many  few, 

Well  he  that  getteth  it  may  loue  her  beft. 

But  flie  forgoes  die  loue  of  all  the  reft. 
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she  may  deferu  e his  loue,  but  others  hate. 

To  whom  of  loue  flic  fliewd  her  fclfe  fo  fcant. 

( Oh  dicn  my  cmell  fortune  or  my  fate  ) 

Others  h.aue  ftore,  and  I am  flam’d  widi  want; 

Then  leaue  to  loue  this  ladie  fo  vngrate: 

Nay  hue  to  loue  ( behold  I foonc  recant) 

Yea  firfl  let  life  from  thefe  my  limbs  be  rent, 

Er  1 to  chaunge  my  loue  ftiall  giue  confent. 


Smile. 

Tbitu  t/il^eniut 
of^eruUm^  but 
f'eetJr  bettered: 
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If  lome  perhaps  defirous  are  to  know. 

What  wight  it  was  with  forow  lb  oppreft, 

Twas  Setcrafant,  that  was  afllitfled  fo. 

And  loue  had  bred  this  torment  in  his  breafl: 

That  tickling  wound, diat  flattring  cruell  foe, 
Happie  are  they  that  know  and  haue  it  leafl. 

The  loue  of  her  I fay  procurd  his  woe. 

And  flie  had  heard  and  knew  itlong  agoc. 

4() 

Her  loue  .allurd  him  from  the  Efler  land, 

Vnto  the  Weflerne  flioarcs,  where  fets  the  funne. 
And  here  he  he.ard  how  by  Orlandes  hand, 

A paflage  fafe  from  th’  Indies  (he  had  wonne. 

Her  fequeftrationhe  did  vnderfland. 

That  Charls  had  made, and  how  the  fame  w as  done 
To  mak£  the  knights  more  venterous  and  bold. 

In  fightmg  for  the  floiurc  de  luce  of  gold. 
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And  furthermore  him  felfe  had  prefent  bene. 

When  (harls]\\%  men  were  ouerthrown  and  flaine. 
Since  then, he  traueldfarrc  to  find  this  Quecne, 
But  hitherto  it  had  bene  all  in  vaine. 

Now  much  dilp aire,  and  litle  hope  betwecnc. 

So  rufully  thereof  he  doth  complainc. 

And  with  fuch  wayling  words  hts  woes  rchearft. 

As  might  the  har deft  ftonie  heart  haue  pearft. 
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And  wh:le  in  this  moft  dolefiill  ftate  he  bides. 
Sighing  full  oft,  and  fliedding  many  a tearc. 
Speaking  thefe  fame,  and  many  words  befides, 

( Which  1 to  cell  for  w ant  of  time  forbearc  ) 

His  noble  fortune  fo  for  him  ptouides. 

That  all  this  came  vnto  his  miftreffe  eare. 

And  in  one  moment  he  preu  ailed  more. 

Then  he  had  done  in  many  yeares  before. 

.AngeliiiK 
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^n^elti/t  with  great  attention  !iard, 

The  moncj  and  plaint,  tha  t him  tormented  fore. 
Who  long  had  loued  her,  with  great  regard. 

As  ihe  had  triall,  manic  yeares  before. 

Yet  as  a marble  pillcr  cold  and  hard. 

She  not  inclines  to  pittiehim  the  more. 

Like  one  tliat  all  the  world  doth  much  difdaine. 
And  dcemetli  none  worthieherloue  togaine. 

JO 

But  bcingncr.v  with  danger  compart  round. 

She  thought  it  bert  to  take  him  for  Iier  guide. 

For  one  that  were  in  water  almort  drownd, 
Werevene  rtour,iffor  no  helpehe  cr)’dc: 

If  flie  let  pafl'c  the  fortune  now  flie  found. 

She  thmkcs  to  want  the  like  another  tyde. 

And  furthermore  for  certaine  this  (he  knew. 
That  Sactafant  hod  beenc  her  loner  true. 

Ji 

Ncmentlhe  tho  to  quench  the  raging  fires. 

That  ay  confiim’dhis  faithful!  loumg  heart, 

Ne  yet  with  that  a loner  moft  defires, 

Taffwage  tiiepaineinall,oryctinpart; 

She  meancs  he  firrt  fliali  pull  her  from  tlie  briers. 
And  feed  him  then  with  words  and  womens  art. 
To  make  him  firrt  of  all  to  ferueher  tume. 

That  done,  to  wonted  coynefle  to  returne. 

Vnto  the  riuer  fide  (he  dothdefeend. 

And  toward  him  moft  goddeflelike  rtiecame. 
And  laid,  peace  be  to  thee  my  deareft  frend. 
With  modeft  looke,  and  cald  him  by  his  name. 
Further  Ihe  laid,  the  gods  and  you  defend, 

Aly  chaftitie,mine  honor  and  my  fame. 

And  ncuer  grant  by  their  diuine  permiffion. 
That  I glue  caufe  ofanie  *fuch  fulpicion. 

53 

Witli  how  gre  at  ioy  a mothers  minde  is  fild. 

To  fee  a Tonne,  tor  whom  ihe  long  had  mourned. 
Whom  Ihe  hard  late  inbattell  to  bekild. 

And  Taw  the  troop  es  without  him  home  returned. 
Such  loy  had  Sncrnfiant  when  he  behild. 

His  Ladie  deere,  his  teares  to  fmiles  are  turned: 
ToTcc  her  beaucie  rare,  her  comely  fauour, 
Hcrprincely  prefence,  and  her  ftately  hauour. 
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Li'ce  one  all  rauilhtwithher  hcatienly  face, 

Vnto  his  loued  Ladie  he  dothrunne. 

Who  was  concent  in  armes  him  to  imbrace. 
Which  ihe  perhaps  at  home  wold  not  hauc  done. 
But  doubting  now  the  dangerous  time  and  place. 
She  muft  go  forward  as  Ihe  hath  begun. 

Hoping  by  his  goodferuice  and  afliftance. 

To  make  her  home  returne  without  refiftance. 
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And  in  moft  lou  ly  manner  Ihe  doth  tell. 

The  ftrange  aduentures,and  the  diuers  chance, 
That  fince  they  two  did  part  to  her  befell. 

Both  on  the  way,  and  fince  ihe  came  to  France: 
And  how  Orlando  vfedher  right  well. 

Defending  her  from  danger  and  mifchance. 

And  that  his  noble  force  and  magnanimitie, 

Had  ft  ill  preferu’d  the  floure  of  her  vii  gmicie. 


It  might  be  true, but  fure  it  was  incredible, 

To  tell  to  one  that  were  dilcreet  and  wife. 

But  vnto  Sacrdjrant  it  Teemed  pofiible, 

BecauTe  that  loue  had  darted  fo  his  eyes: 

Loue  cauTeth  that  we  Tee  to  Teeme  inuifible. 

And  makes  of  things  notTeenc,alhapc  to  rife. 

It  is  a prouerbe  vfed  long  ago. 

We  foone  beleeuc  the  ilungwe  would  hauefo. 
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But  to  himfelfe  thus  Sacrapant  doth  fay, 

B’it  that  my  Lord  oi^nglantwete  fo  mad. 

To  take  no  pleaTure  of  fb  faire  a pray. 

When  he  both  time  and  place,  and  power  had. 
Yet  am  not  I obliged  anie  way. 

To  imitate  a prefidentTo  bad. 

He  rather  take  my  pleaTure  while  I may. 

Then  waile  my  want  of  wit  another  day. 
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He  gather  now  the  frefh  and  fragrant  rofe, 

Whofe  beautie  may  with  ftanding  ftill  be  fpent. 
One  cannot  do  a thing  (as  I fiippoTe) 

That  bet  ter  can  a womans  minde  content: 

Well  may  they  Teeme  much  grieued  for  a glofe. 
And  weepc  and  waile,  and  dolefully  lament. 
There  fhoH  no  fcolifh  plaintes/ior  fained  ire. 
Hinder  me  to  encarnaemy  defire. 

59 

This  faid,  forthwith  he  did  himfelfe  prepare, 
Taffault  the  fort  that  earty  would  be  wonne. 

But  loe  afodainehap  that  bred  new  care. 

And  made  him  ceafe  his  enterprife  begone. 

For  of  an  enimie  he  was  aware. 

He  clafpt  his  helmetlate  before  vndone. 

And  armed  all,  he  mountethon  his  bell 
And  ftandethreadie  with  his  Ipeare  in  reft. 

6q 

Behold  a warrior  whom  he  did  notknow, 

Came  down  the  wood  in  femblance  like  a knight. 
The  furniture  was  all  as  white  as  fhow. 

And  in  the  helme  a plume  of  fethers  white. 

King  Sacrajtant  by  proofe  doth  plainely  ftiow. 
That  he  doth  take  the  thing  in  great  diTpitc, 

To  be  difturbd  and  hindred  from  that  pleaTure, 
That  he  preferd  before  ech  other  treafure. 
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Approchingnie,  the  warrior  he  defide. 

Hoping  to  Tec  him  quite  befide  the  Teat, 

The  other  with  Tuch  loftie  words  replidc. 

As  perTons  vTe,  in  choler  and  in  heat. 

At  laft  when  glorious  vaunts  were  laid  afide. 

They  come  to  ftrokes;  and  ech  to  do  his  feat. 
Couched  hisTpeare,  and  running  thus  they  Iped, 
Their  courfers  both  encountred  hed  to  hed. 

6z 

As  Lions  meete,  or  Buis  in  paftures  grecne. 

With  teeth  & hornes,&  ftain  with  bloud  the  field, 
Such  eger  fight  theTe  warricrs  was  betweene. 
And  eithers  Tpeare  hadpearft  the  todiers  fliicld. 
The  found  that  of  theTe  ftrokes  had  raiTed  becne. 
An  eccho  lowd  along  the  vale  did  yeeld. 

Happie  it  was  their  curats  were  fb  good. 

The  Lances  elfe  hadpierfed  to  the  blood. 
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They  were  not  able  now  about  to  wheele. 

Butting  like  rarntnesj  the  one  the  others'  head, 
Wherof  the  Pagans  horfe  fuch  paine  did  feele. 
That  errelongfpacehadpafthe  fell  downc  dead. 
The  tothers  horfe  a little  gan  to  rccle. 

But  being  fjmrd/ull  quickly  vp  he  fped. 

The  Pagans  horfe  thus  ouerthrowne  and  flaine, 
Fell  backward  greatly  tolus  mailers  paine. 

^4 

That  vnknownc  champion  feeing  thother  downe. 
His  horfe  vpon  him  lying  dead  in  vew, 

Seeking  in  this  exploit  no  morerenowne, 
Determind  not  the  battcll  to  renew. 

Butby  the  w.iy  that  leadeth  from  ihe  tovvne. 

The  ficll  appointed  iourney  dotli  piirfcw. 

And  was  now  ridden  halfc  a mile  at  lead. 

Before  the  Pag.Tnpartcd  from  his  bead. 

Like  as  the  tiller  of  the  fruitfuU  ground, 

Wi'.h  (bdaine  fiormc,  and  temped  is  adonUhed, 
Who  fees  the  flalh,&hcares  the  thunders  found. 
And  for  their  maders  fakes  the  cattell  punifhcd, 
Or  when  by  hap  a faire  old  pine  he  found. 

By  fore  e of  raging  winds  his  1 eatics  deminiflred. 
So  doed  ama/.d  tlie  Pagan  in  the  place. 

His  Ladle  prefent,  at  the  wofullcafe. 
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He  fctclit  a figh  mod  deepely  from  his  hart. 

Not  that  he  had  put  out  ofioynt,or  lamed 
his  anno,  his  legge,  or  any  other  part. 

But  chieily  he,  his  cuill  fortune  blamed, 

At  fuch  a time,  to  hap  fo  ouerthwart, 

Before  his  loue,  to  make  him  lb  afliamed. 

And  had  not  flic  fome  caufc  of  Ipecch  found  out. 
He  hadremamed  fpecchlcffe  out  of  doubt* 

^7 

My  Lord  ((aid  flic)  what  ailes  you  be  fo  fad  ? 

The  want  was  not  in  you,  but  m your  deedj 
For  v.h<sm  a dable,  or  a padurehad 
Bcerje  fitter  thenacouiTc  at  nit  indeed. 

Nor  IS  that  aduerfe  paitic  verie glad. 

As  well  appearcs,  that  parted  with  fuch  fpecd, 
Form  my  iudgement  they  befaid  toyeeld. 

That  Hi  d lcaueof)anddodcp.ut  thcfccli 
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Thus  while  flic  giueshim  comfort  all  ihc  may. 
Behold  there  came  a meflenger  in  pod, 

Blowuig  his  home,  and  riding  downe  the  way. 
Where  he  before  his  horfe,  and  honor  lod. 

And  comming  nearer  he  of  them  doth  pray. 

To  tell  if  they  had  feene  pafle  by  that  cod, 

A champion  armd  at  all  points  like  a Imight, 

Hie  fliecld,  the  horfe,  and  armour  all  of  white. 
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I haue  both  feene  the  knight,  and  felt  his  force, 
(Said  S-tirapant)  for  here  before  you  came. 

He  cad  me  downe  and  al(b  kild  my  horfe, 
Neknow  I (that  doth greeue  me  mod)  hisnamc. 
5ir  (quoth  the  pod)  the  name  I will  not  force. 

To  tell,  fitli  you  defire  tok.now  the  fame, 

Fird,  know  that  you  were  conquerd  in  this  fight, 
By  vailew  of  a damfell  faire  and  bright. 
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Of  pafllng  drength,  but  of  more  pafling  hew. 

And  Br4d.«m4nt,tlusdamfcllfaire  isn.imed, 

She  was  the  wight, whofe  mectingyou  may  rev.’. 
And  all  your  life  hereafter  be  afliam  ed. 

This  find,  he  turnd  his  horfe  and  bad  adew. 

But  with  high  difdaine  enflamed, 

W as  fird  fo  wrotlij  and  then  fo  (hamd  thereto. 
He  knew  not  what  to  fay,  nor  wliat  to  do. 
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And  after  he  had  daid  a while  and  mufd. 

That  at  a womans  hands  he  had  rcccaucd. 

Such  a difgrace  as  could  not  be  cxciifd. 

Nor  how  he  might  reuenge  it  he  percc.aucd: 
With  thought  hereof  his  minde  was  fo  confufd. 
He  dood  like  one  of  wit,  and  fence  bereaued. 
Adad  he  go’th,  a better  place  to  findc. 

He  takes  her  horfe  and  makes  her  mount  beltind. 


Tint  pofi  emr- 
BratU:  ». 
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Now  hauing  rode  a mile,  or  thereabout. 

They  hard  a noyfe,  a tramplingon  the  ground, 

They  thought  it  was  fome  comp  anic  or  rout, 

Th.at  caufed  in  the  woods  fo  great  a found, 

Atladthevfee  aw.arlikehorfc, .and dout,  BayirdoUf^tnii 

With  guildcd  barb,  that  cod  full  manic  a pound,  'r„oul^ 

No  hedge,  no  ditch  no  wood,  no  water  was,  fuffir  no  rtder 

That  donped  him  where  he  was  bent  to  p afle.  euiei/y  but  ha 

* tnafier. 

jlngel'ctt  cading  her  eye  afidc. 

Except  (faid  (Be)  mmc  eycsjalldazlcdbc, 

I haue  that  famous  horfe  £<ry4r</o((>idc, 

Comming  a long  the  wood,  as  feemes  to  me  t 
(How  well  for  vs  our  fortune  doth  prouidc) 

It  is  the  verie  fame,  1 know  tis  he : 

On  onepoorenag  to  ride  we  tv.'o  were  loth, 

And  here  he  commeth  fit  to  feme  vs  both. 


74 

King  Sacrapant  alighteth  by  and  by. 

And  thinkcs  to  take  him  gently  by  the  rayne, 

But  with  his  heelcs  the  horfe  doth  dreight  reply, 
A s who  Ihould  fay,  his  rule  he  did  difdaine. 
Happie  it  was  he  dood  the  bead  not  nye. 

For  if  he  had,  it  had  bcone  to  his  paine. 

For  why,  fuch  force  the  horfe  had  in  h s heelc. 

He  would  haue  burd  a mountaine  all  of  d eelc. 
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But  to  the  damfell  gently  he  doth  go. 

In  humble  manner,  and  in  lowly  fort. 

A (paniell  after  abfence  fauneth  fo. 

And  feekes  to  make  his  madcr  play,  and  (port, 
Bt^ard remembred  well  the  damfeil  tho. 

When  file  \ nto  .Albracca  did  relbrt. 

And  vfii  to  feed  him  for  his  maders  fake, 

Whom  flie  then  loud,and  he  did  her  forfake. 
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She  takes  the  bridell  boldly  in  her  hand. 

Stroking  his  bred,  and  necke,  with  art,  and  fklll: 
The  horfe  tliat  had  great  wit  to  vnderdand. 

Like  to  a lambc,  by  her  he  dandeth  dill. 

And  while  Bayardo  gently  there  did  dand. 

The  Pagan  got  him  vp,  and  had  his  will. 

And  (he  that  erd  to  ride  behind  was  faine. 

Into  herfaddle  mounted  now  againc. 

And 
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And  being  newly  letled  in  her  fcacc. 

She  faw  a man  on  foote  all  armed  runne, 

Straight  in  her  mind  ihc  gan  to  chafe  and  fret, 
Becaufe  flic  knew  it  was  Duke  ^mons  fonne, 

Moll  earneflly  he  fiide  her  louc  to  get, 

Wore  eameftly  flic  feeks  his  louc  to  ihunne. 

Once  flie  lou’d  him,  he  hated  her  as  much. 

And  now  he  loues,  flic  hates,  his  hap  was  fuch. 
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The  cauTe  of  this,  firjft  from  two  fountaincs  grew. 
Like  in  the  tall,  bu  t in  elFefts  vnlike,  1 
Plallein  Ardcnna,eachin  otlicrsvew. 

Who  tails  the  onejoucs  dart  his  heart  doth  llrike, 
Contrarie  of  the  other  doth  enfew. 

Who  drinke  tliereof,  their  louers  fliall  miflike. 
l{tnaldo  drank  of  one,  and  loue  much  pained  him. 
The  other  dranke  this  daaifel],that  difdained  him. 
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This  liquor  thus,with  fecret  venim  mingled, 
Makesher  to  Hand  lb  llilfely  in  the  nay. 

On  whom  {{trutldos  heart  was  v/holy  kindled. 
Though  fearfe  to  looke  on  him  Ihe  can  away. 


But  from  liis  light  dellring  tobelinglcd, 

W ith  foft  low  voyce  the  pagan  ihc  doth  pray. 
That  he  approch  no  nearer  to  this  knight. 

But  file  awayivitli  all  thelpecdhe  might. 
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Why  tlicn  (quoth  he)  make  you  lb  fraall  ellccmc. 
Of  me,  as  though  that  I to  him  fl'.ouldyeeld? 

So  weake  and  faint  my  forces  do  you  deeme, 
That  fafe  from  him  your  felfe  I can  not  fliccld? 
Then  you  forget  Albracca,it  flioiildfeeme. 

And  that  fame  night,  when  I amid  the  field. 
Alone  vnarmed,  did  defend  you  then, 
Againllking  ^p-ic4n,  and  all  his  men. 

8t 

No  Sir,  fayd  flic,(nc  knowes  flic  what  to  fay) 
Becaufe  B^nnUo  now  approcht  fo  nye. 

And  threatned  fore  the  Pagan  in  the  way, 

When  vnder  him  his  horfe  he  did  clpic. 

And  faw  the  damfell  taken  as  a pray, 

In  whofe  defence  he  meanes  to  iiue,and  die. 

But  what  fell  out  betweene  thefe  warriersfearcc, 
Witliin  the  fecond  booke  I do  rchearfe. 


1 n thiffirU  he  noted  in  Angelica  the  yngrntefulneffe  tf women,  to  thiir  worthiefl fitter;. I n thtfoure  k^ghti,  J^lorall 
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lafeiuiout  purpo/if  may  he  noted,  both  the  weak^  holdfafl  that  men  haue  of  worldly  pleafitres,at  alfo  how  the  heauens  do  cutr 
fauaur  chaft  defires.  Lajtly  in  the  twofountaines,  may  he  noted,the  trre  notakU  contrarieties  of  the  two  aficiHotss,of hue  and 
diftLdne^hat  infinit forts  of  people  daily  tafl  of,  while  they  runne  wandring  in  that  inextricable  laberinth  of  loue. 

Concerning  thelfifiorie  jWefinde  that  in  the  time  of Cixixlcs  thegreat  (^called  Charlcmainc)  fvnne  of  Pepin  l^ng  of  ThcHiftoric 
France,  the  T mkfs  with  a great  power  inuaded  Chrifiendome , Spaint  being  then  out  of  tht faith  , ( <ts  feme  part  thereof  wa* 
menwithin  tltefe  fourefcereyeares,namely  Granada, which  was  held  by  the  Moores.)  .And  one  Marcus  Antonius  Sabcl' 
licus  writethythat  for  certaintie  there  lined  in  that  time  ofChiilemi\ne,manyofthofefamotiiTaUadines,thatareinthA 
work^  fo  often  named,  and  ejpecially  he  mah^th  mention  0/  Renaldo  and  Orlando,  affirming  that  they  were  in  deede  verie 
martial  men,andhow  Charles  obtained  great  yi£toriesby  their  feruice,and  namely  hetellethofone  Temvi  a Spaniard  of 
great  fiature  and  firength,  who  tooke  eertaine  Frenchmen  prifoners,  afterward  ref  cued  ^ Orlan  iio,which  OrUnio  fought 
withbimhandto  hand  two  whole  dayes,fiy  the  fecond  yanquifht  him.Further  the  faid  author  a ffirmeth, that  the  fame  Char- 
lemainc,  for  hu  great  fauor  fhewed  to  the  Church  ofFpme  ,wat  by  Leo  tJoe  third , named  Emperoiir  ofEpme  : and  that  he 
wot  niufl,a  fortunate,  and  a merefuU  Vrince,  and  one  that  within  Europe,  a*  well  as  without  did  attaint gteat  conquefies, 
fippreffing  thi  yiolentgouernment  of  the  Lumbards,  and  taming  the  rebedious  Saxons,  Hunnes,and Banarians,  and conque- 
ring  agreat  part  ofSpaine : all  which  teftimonies  (hew  that  the  greundof  this  Voeme  is  true,  as  I fhaU  haue  particular  eua- 
fionin  findrieofthe  bookfs  enfiingto  note,  and  thus  much  for  the fiorie. 

For  ths  Mllegorie,  in  this  Canto  I find  not  much  to  be  faid , except  one fhould  be  fo  curious  to  fearch  for  an  aUegerie  where  Allegoric. 
none  is  intended  by  the  Mu : h’^rhim  felfe  :yet  an  allegorie  may  not  vnfitly  be  gathered, of the  defeription  ofBayardosfoUcwing 
Angelica, msy  ' . oaken.  Bayardo  aflronglnrfe,without  arider  orgo»ernour,ulil{en:d  to  the  defire  of  man, tioat 

rimnts  furieujly  after  An  gtiica,  as  it  were  after  pleafurt  or  honor, or  what f Auer  man  doth  mofl  inordinately  affie^l. 

Likgwife,  in  that  ^ngclictifliethfi-om  Renaldo,  we  may  tal^  an  aUegsricall  infiruUionythat  tlu  temptatioiu  of  thefiejh 
are  outreonu, chiefly  by  flying  from  them,as  the  Scripture  it felfe  teacheth  faying,  refifithe  BeuiUfist  flie  fornication, 

Furtlserjinthat  Bayardo  firikfth  at  SzcTzpzntjbutyeeldethto  Angelica, hemted,how  tlx  corage  of  our  minds 
that  can  not  he  abated  with  any  force,  are  often  fubdued  byflatterie  and  gentle  yfagt,tid  they  be  in  tlse  end  eutnridden/ts  it 
Were  with ftauerie. 

Mnd  whereas  Renaldo  foUowes  Angelica  on  foote,  fame  haue  notedthereby  to  be  meant  fenfualitie,  that « euer  in  baje 
ani  earthly,  or  rather  beafly  ajfeblions,  neuer  holing  ypward. 

ForMdufions,  there  are  not  ante  worth  the  mtinginthis  Cotas,  faue  that  itfeemtsin  Renaldos  horfe  Bayardo  Jm femes  AUul:  -• 
to  alludt  to  Buctphalm  Alexanders  horfe. 
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THE  ARGVMENT, 
yi  Frire  betweene  two  rtuals  parts  the  fray. 

By  magicke  art : %enaldo  hajieth  home, 

"But  inembajfage  he  is  fent  away, 
when  tempest  makes  the  fea  to  rage  and  fame. 
Bradamant  feehes  her  Jpoufe,  but  by  the  way, 
while  Jhe  about  the  eountrey  wyld'dtdrome. 

Met  Pinnabel,  who  by  a craftie  frame. 

Both  fought,  and  thought  the  Ladie  to  haue  faine. 


i 

Blind  god  loue  jwhy  takft 
thou  fuch  delight. 
With'  dartes  of  diuerfc 
force  ourheansto 
wound? 

By  thy  to  much  abufing 
of  thy  might, 

This  difcord  great  in  hu- 
mane hearts  is  found 
When  I would  wade  the 
lhallow  foord  aright. 
Thou  draw’ft  me  to  the  deepe  to  haue  me  drownd 
Fromthofeloue  mcjmylouethou  doftrccall. 
And  place  itwhcre  I find  no  loue  at  all. 

2 

Thou  mak’ft  moft  faire  vnto  I^enalJo  feeme 
./^Hj#/<i-<»,tliattakes  him  for  a foe. 

And  when  that  fhe  of  him  did  well  cfteeme. 
Then  he  diflikt,and  did  refufc  her  thoe, 

Which  makes  her  nov/  ofhim  the  lefTe  to  decme. 
Thus  (as  they  fay )fhe  renders  quit  pro  quo. 

She  hateth  him,  and  doth  deteft  him  fo, 

Firft  flie  will  dicjcre  fhe  with  him  will  go. 

I^endllo  ( full  of  ftately  courage)  cride, 

Downe  thcefe  from  of  my  horfcjdown  by  and  by, 
Sorobd  to  be  I neaer  can  abide. 

But  they  that  do  it  dearly  fhall  abye, 

Alfo  this  ladie  you  muft  leaue  befide, 

Eife  one  of  vs  in  her  defence  will  dye. 

A horfc  fo  good,  and  fuch  a goodly  dame. 

To  leaue  vnto  athiefe  it  were  afhamc. 

4 

,Wbat?  me  a thiefe  ? thou  in  thy  throat  doft  lye. 


( QiiochSrfrrd/swf,  that  was  as  hot  as  he) 

Theefe  to  thy  fclfe,  thy  mabce  I defie. 

For  as  1 hear  e,  the  name  is  due  to  thee. 

But  if  thou  dare  rhy  might  and  manhood  trie, 
Come  take  this  ladie,  or  thishorfe  from  me. 
Though  I allow  in  this  of  thine  opinion. 

That  ofthe  world  fhe  is  the  matclrlcfTe  minion, 
f 

Like  as  two  maftiue  dogges.with  hungric  maws. 
Moil’d  firft  to  hate,  from  hate  to  raging  ire, 
Approch  with  grinning  teeth,  and  grecfly  iaws. 
With  ftaring£yes,asred  as  flaming  fire. 

At  laft  they  bite, and  fcratch  with  teeth  and  claws, 
Tearing  them  felucs,3nd  tumbling  in  the  mire. 
So  after  byting  and  reprochfull  words, 

Sucrupunt  and  \<»uido  drew  their  fwords^ 

6 

One  was  on  foote,  the  other  was  on  horfc, 

Y ou  thinke  perhapSjtlic  horfeman  vantage  had, 
No  not  a whit ; he  would  hauewifht  toskorcc. 
For  why,  at  laft  to  light  he  muft  be  glad. 

The  beaftdidknow  thus  much  by  natures  force,. 
To  hurt  his  maifter  were  aferuice  bad. 

The  pagan  could  not  nor  with  fjmr  nor  hand. 
Make  him  vnto  his  mind  to  go  or  ftand, 

7 

He  flops, when  he  fhoiild  make  a full  c arirc, 

Herunnes  or  trots,whcnhevvouldhauchimrcft. 
At  la  ft  to  throw  his  rider  in  the  mire, 

• Heplungeth  withhishcadbcncathhisbrcaft. 
Sacrapant  hauing  now  but  fmall  defirc. 

At  fuch  a time,  to  tame  fo  proud  a beaft. 

Did  worke  fo  well  at  I aft  by  fleight  and  force, 
Onthe  left  fide,hc  lighted  from  his  horfc. 


Umofi  tfhit 

UekfftbefirS 
fltffe,€nd  fame- 
itm:  ntnt , h/iue 
fame  prtue  mo- 
tailor  ftntence 
not  imptritntnt 

tothtmaiurtn 

kaad. 
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to  the  ra^e  cf 
their  payfiOKate 
lout. 
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\A^en  from  Bayardos  oner  furious  might. 

The  Pagan  had  liim  felfe  difcharged  fo. 

With  naked  (words  there  was  a noble  fight, 
Somedmes  they  lye  aloft,  fomc  times  aloe, 

And  from  their  blowes  the  fire  flies  out  in  f ght, 

I thinke  that^w/Mwhammers  beat  more  flow. 
Where  he  within  the  moiintaine  ^mas  chaps, 
Forgedt  for  Ioue,dre  fearfull  diunderclaps. 

9 

^AfcriftiM  if  Sometime  they  prefer,  dien  they  paufe  a while. 
Sometime  ftrikc  out,  like  maifters  of  the  play, 
Now  ftand  vpright,  now  ftoup  another  wnile, 
f,t$.  Now  open  lye,  then  cotter  all  they  may. 

Now  ward,then  with  a flip  the  blow  beguilct 
Now  forward  ftep,nowbacke  a litlc  way: 

Now  round  about,and  where  the  tone  giiies  place 
There  ftill  the  othcrprelTeth  in  his  place* 

10 

'B^rudii  did  the  Pagan  Prince  inuade. 

Striking  at  once  with  all  the  might  he  cowd. 

The  other  doth  oppofe  againft  the  blade, 

A (hield  ofbone  and  fteele  of  temper  good. 

BuihtrtM  W4I  But  through  the  fame  a way  Fusberta  made, 

RtMldufword.  And  of  the  blow  refounded  all  the  wood: 

The  fteele,  die  bone  like  yfe  in  peeces  broke. 

And  left  his  arme  benummed  with  the  ftroke. 

II 

which  when  the  (hire  andfearftill  damfeD  faw* 

And  how  great  domage  did  enfue  therby. 

She  looked  pale,  for  anguiftt  and  for  awe. 

Like  thofe  by  doome  that  are  condemnd  to  dy: 

She  thinks  it  beft  her  felfe  from  hence  withdraw, 
Elfe  will  Bsiuddo  take  her  by  and  by. 

That  fame  whom  (hchateth  lb. 

Though  loue  ofher  procured  all  his  wo. 

It 

Vnto  the  wood  (lie  tumes  her  horfe  in  haft. 

Taking  ahttle  narrow  path  andblmd, 
HerfearefuU  looks  ofrimes  (he  backe  doth  caft, 

' Still  doubting  left  l{siudd»  came  behind. 

And  when  that  (he  a litle  wayhadpaft. 

Alow  the  vale  a Hermit  Ihe  did  find, 
Aweakeoldman,  with  beard  along  his  breft. 

In  (hew  deuout,and  holier  then  the  r efL 

vMiha/l  her-  He  feemd  like  one  with  fafts  and  age  confumed, 
mii^  Tiaher  fy-  He  rode  vpon  a flouthfull  going  alfe. 

And  by  his  looke,  a man  wouldhaue  preliimed, 
i'^hthe  ‘holy  That  of  his  confCience  fcrupulous  he  was. 

Church  meuAft  T ct  her  young  face,  liis  old  fight  fo  illumed, 

fpeitd much  dt-  When  as  he  faw  the  damfell  by  to  paffe. 

uotten  OH  fuck  Though  weakc  andfaint,as  fuch  an  age  behoued, 

Sum.  Yet  charitie  his  courage  fomewhat  moued. 

14 

The  damfell  of  the  Hermit  askt  the  way. 

That  might  vnto  fomc  hav’n  town  lead  moft  nere. 
That  (he  mightpart  from  France  without  delay. 
Where  once  Rpuddos  name  (lie  might  not  hearc. 
The  frire  that  could  enchaunt,  doth  all  he  may. 
To  comfort  her,  and  make  her  of  good  cheare, 
Vnto  her  faftie  promifing  to  looke; 

Oat  of  his  bag  forthwithhe  drew  a booke. 


If  , 

A booke  of  skill  imd  learning  (bprofoundj 
That  of  a leafe  he  had  not  made  an  end. 

But  that  there  rofe  a (prite  from  vnder  ground. 

Whom  like  a page  he  doth  of  arrants  fend. 

This  (prite  by  words  of  fecrct  vertue  bound. 

Goes  where  thefe  knights  their  combat  did  intfd. 

And  while  they  two  were  fighting  very  hard. 

He  enters  them  betweene  without  regard. 

16 

Good  firs  (quoth  he)  for  courtfie  fake  me  (how. 

When  one  of  you  the  tother  (hall  haue  flame. 

After  the  trauellyou  do  now  beftow. 

What  guerdon  you  expefr  for  all  your  paine. 

Behold,  Or/Wo  ftriking  nere  a blow, 

Nor  breaking  ftaffe,while  you  ftriue  here  in  vaine,  them 

To  Paris  ward  the  Ladie  faire  doth  carie, 

Whilcyou  on  fighting  vndifcreetly  tarie. 

17 

I faw  from  hence  a mile,or  thereabout, 

OtUndt  with  An^eUc4  all  alone, 

Andasforyou,cheyieftandmake  a flout. 

That  fight  where  praifc  and  profit  can  be  none, 

Twer  beftyou  quickly  went  to  feeke  them  out. 

Before  that  any  farder  they  be  gone: 

Within  the  w jls  of  Paris  if  they  get. 

Your  eye  onheragaine  you  (hall  not  fee. 

18 

When  as  tlie  knights  this  melTagehadreceaued’, 

They  both  remaind  amazed,  dumbe  and  fad, 

Toheare  Orlrntdo  had  them  fo  deceaued. 

Of  whom  before  great  ielofie  they  had; 

But  good  great  griefe  conceaued^ 

That  for  the  time, like  one  all  raging  mad. 

He  fware  without  regard  of  God  or  man. 

That  he  will  kill  Or/Wa  ifhe  c an. 

And  (ceing  where  his  horfe  flood  flill  vntidci 
Thither  he  goes ; (itch  haft  he  makes  away. 

He  offers  not  the  Pagan  leauc  to  ride. 

Nor  at  the  parting  once  adieu  dotlifay. 

Bayard  that  felt  his  maifters  (purres  in  fide, 

G jlops  amainc,  ne  maketh  any  ftay. 

Riuers,  nor  rocks,  hedges,nor  ditches  wide, 

Could  ftay  his  courfe,or  make  him  ftep  afidc* 

£0 

Nor  marucllif/lf»4/dfl  madefbme  haft, 

Tomount  againe  vpon  his  horfes  backe. 

You  heard  before  how  manie  dayes  had  paft. 

That  by  his  abfcncehe  had  felt  great  lacke. 

The  horfe  ( that  had  of  humane  wit  foine  taft,) 

Ran  not  away  for  anie  iadi(h  knackc. 

His  going  oidy  was  to  this  intent, 

Toguidc  liismaifter  where  the  ladie  went, 

21 

The  horfe  had  fpidc  her  when  (he  tooke  her  flight, 

Firft  from  thctent,as  he  thereby  did  ftand, 

A nd  followd  her,  and  kept  her  long  in  fight. 

Being  by  hap  out  ofhis  maifters  hand. 

( His  maifter  did  not  long  before  alight. 

To  combat  with  a'^  Baron  hand  to  hand) 

The  horfe  purfude  the  damfell  all  about. 

Helping  his  maifter  ftill  to  find  her  out. 

He 
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He  followd  her  throue;h  valley, hill  and  plaine. 
Through  woods  and  thickets  for  his  maifters  fake. 
Whom  he  permitted  not  to  touch  the  raine. 

For  feare  left  hefome  ctlrer  way  fhonld  take. 

By  which  though  with  mickle  paine, 

TwiTe  found  her  out,  twife  Ihe  did  him  forfake,  ’ 
For  firft  Ferra»»>,thcnSrtfr4^<««/'withftood, 

That  by  twife  finding  her  he  did  no  good. 

Bayardo,  trufting  to  the  lying  fprite, 

Whofc  falfe  (bu  t likely  tale  ) fo  la  tc  h c Iiard, 

And  doubting  not  it  was  both  true  and  right. 

He  dothhisduticnowwith dueregard. 

I{tHal Jo  prickt  with  loue,  and  raging  fpit  c, 
Pricketn  apafe,  and  all  to  Pans  ward, 

To  Paris  ward  he  maketh  fo  great  fhift, 

The  wind  it  Life  feemes  not  to  go  fo  Ivvifr. 

24 

Such  haft  he  made  OrUndo  out  to  finde, 

That  fcant  he  ceaft  to  traiiell  all  the  night. 

So  deepely  ftacke  the  ftorie  in  his  minde, 

That  was  of  late  dcuifed  by  the  fprite. 

Early  and  late  as  firft  hc  had  aflignd. 

He  rode  vntill  he  faw  the  towne  in  fighc 
Where  C/wt/i  whofe  chance  all  chriftned harts  did 
With  the  fmall  rcLks  of  hispowte  withdrew,  (rew 

And  for  he  looks  to  be  affaiilted  then. 

Or  elfe  befiegd,  he  vfeth  all  his  care. 

To  ftore  him  felfe  with  viftali  and  with  men. 

The  walls  eke  of  the  towne  he  doth  repare. 
Taking  aduife  both  how,and  where, and  when. 

For  hii  defence  each  thing  he  may  prepare. 

An  armie  new  to  make  he  doth  entend. 

And  for  new  foiildiers  iptcrEngland  fend. 

26 

He  minds  to  take  the  field  againe  er  long. 

And  trie  the  hap  ofwarre  another  day, 

And  all  in  haft  to  make  him  felfe  more  ftrong. 

He  fends  Hfnuldo  Englands  ayd  to  pray. 
l^tnaUt  thought  the  Emperour  did  him  wrong, 
To  fend  him  in  fuch  haft,and'graunt  no  ftay. 

Not  that  ill  will  to  th’llandhe  did  caric. 

But  for  another  caufe  he  faine  would  taric. 

Yet  now  although  full  fore  againft  his  minde. 

As  loth  to  leaue  the  Ladie  he  fo  loiied, 

Whom  he  in  Paris  hoped  had  to  finde, 

Becaufe  t’obey  his  prince  it  him  bchoued. 

He  taketh  this  embaflage  thus  aflignd. 

And  hailing  ftraight  allothcrlcts  remoued. 

He  pofted  firft  to  Catlis  with  great  haft. 

And  there  embarkt  cr  halfe  next  day  waspaft. 
z8 

Againft  the  mariners  and  maifters  minds, 

( Such  haft  he  made  to  haue  returned  backc) 

He  takes  the  fea  though  fwelhng  with  great  winds 
And  threatningrume  manifeft  and  wracke. 

Boreal  that  thu  s him  felfe  delp  ifed  finds. 

Beats  on  the  Teas  with  tempeft  foule  and  blackc. 
By  force  whereof  the  waues  were  raifd  fbhyc. 
The  verie  tops  were  fprinklcd all  thetby. 


a? 

The  mariners  take  in  their  greater  failc. 

And  by  the  wind  they  lye,  but  all  in  vaine, 

Backe  to  the  haiienthey  bend  without  auaile, 

Now  they  are  out  they  cannot  in  againe. 

No  (faid  the  wind)  my  force  (hall  io  preiiailc. 

Your  bold  attempts  fhail  putyou  to  Ibmc  paine. 

It  was  a folly  any  more  to  ftriuc, 

Needs  miifi  they  follow  as  the  windedid  driuc. 

S° 

In  the  forefhip  fbmerimes  the  blaft  doth  blow, 
Straight  in  the  poope,thc  feas  breakc  to  the  skies. 
Needs  muft  they  bcarc  a fade,  though  verie  low. 
To  voyd  the  waues  tliat  higher  ftdl  did  rife: 

Butfith  my  web  fo  diuerfe  now  doth  grow. 

To  wcaue  with  many  threds  I muft  dcaife, 

I leaue  B^naUo  in  this  dangerous  place. 

And  ofhis  fifter  fpeake  a Jitlelpacc. 

31 

I mcane  the  noble  damfell  BraJamantj 
Daughter  of  ./#»)»«  .and  Dame  SM.YiVe, 

In  whofe  rare  minde  no  noble  part  did  want. 

So  f.Uof  value, and  fo  voyd  of  vice. 

Char  It  and  ail  Fraunce  ofher  might  rightly  vaunt. 
So  chaft,  fo  faire,  fo  faithfull  and  fo  wife. 

And  in  the  feats  of  armas  offo  great  fame, 

A man  might  guclfe  by  chat  of  whence  fhc  came. 
3^ 

There  was  a knight  enainord  on  this  Dame, 

That  out  of  Atfricke  came  with 
F^gero  hight,  fo  was  his  fathers  name, 

( His  mother  was  the  child  of  AgoUrtt) 

The  damfell  thatofworthie  lignage  catnc, 
Andhadahartnot  made  of  adamarit, 

Difdained  not  the  loue  of  fuch  a knight,  • 
Although  he  had  but  feeld  bene  m her  fight. 

Long  trauell  and  great  paine  (he  had  endured, 
Riding  alone,  her  loucr  to  hau  e found, 

Ne  would  fhc  thinkc  her  fafrie  more  aflured. 

If  with  an  armie  fli  e were  garded  round. 

You  heard  before  how  flie  by  force  procured 
King  Sacrapant  to  fall  and  kilfe  the  ground. 

The  wood  fhe  paft,  and  after  that  the  mountaine, 
Vntill  atlaft  fhefiiw  a goodly  fountainc. 
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A goodlyfouutaine  running  in  afccld. 

Full offaire  trees, whofc  Icaues  do  neuer  fade,  UunU  tlh 

Which  did  to  paflengers  great  pleafure  yccld,  andtht 

The  running  ftreamefofweet  a murmiirmadc,  htUyot  taer 
On  die  South  fide,  a hill  the  Simnedidlhicld,  iruae. 

The  groud  gaue  flours, the  groucs  a grateful  lhadc 
Here  the  faire  Dame  caft  mg  her  eye  afidc, 

A man  at  armes  faft  by  the  brooke  defcAde. 


A man  at  armes  fhe  fpied  by  the  brooke, 

whole  banks  with  floursofdiuerfehewwcrcclad,  finahU  fount  of 
Ofwhich  fwectpl.icc  he  fb  fmall  pleafure  tookc,  Bark 

His  face  did  fhow,his  hart  was  nothing  glad:  efbiaiai.?^. 

His  targe  and  helmet  w ere  not  far  ro  lookc, 

Hangd  on  a tree,  where  tyde  his  horfe  he  had: 

His  cys  were  fwolne  with  tcars,his  mind  oppreffed 
With  bitter  thoughts  that  had  hh  hart  diftnlfcd. 
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Tlic  Damfell  fairc  drawnc  bj'  a dcepc  d’etre, 

7 hac  all  ( but  chiefly  women)  liaue  to  know. 
Other  mens  ftates,  doth  camcftly  require. 

The  doltfuU  kiughthis  inward  griefe  to  (how. 
Who  marking  wellhermanncr  and  attircj 
Her  courteous  (pecch  with  himpreuailcdfo, 
He'tclshis  (Vatc,  e{tecmingby  the  fight. 

That  needs  flic  muflhaue  binfomc  noble  kni^. 
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Goodfir(faidhe)fiiftyou  muftvndcrftand,  • 

I ferued  Charlts  againlt  the  King  of  Spainc, 
Horfemen  I had  and  footmen  in  my  band. 

In  anibufiiplaft  the  Spanilhking  t’haucflaine, 

I brought  tlicfaircft  Ladic  in  this  land. 

And  my  beft  loued,  with  me  in  my  traine. 

When  fodainly  cr  I thercofwas  ware. 

There  came  ahorfeman  that  procurd  my  care. 

3S 

Were  he  a man,Grfomc  infernall  fprite 
In  humane  (hape,  I can  not  certainefay. 

But  this  1 fay,  he  tooke  ihe  damfell  bright, 

Ellen  as  a fdcon  ceafeth  on  his  pray, 

So  he  my  lolling  tadic  did  aflright. 

And  fo  affrighted  barehcr  quite  away. 

And  when  I thought  to  refeue  her  by  force, 

Vp  in  tlie  aire  he  mounted  with  his  horfe. 

S9 

Eucn  as  a rau’nouskite  that  doth  erpic, 

A litlc  chicken  wandring  from  the  other, 
Catchethhim  (traight,  and  carries  him  on  hie. 
That  now  repents  he  was  not  with  his  mother. 
What  could  I do?  my  horfe  wants  wings  to  flic. 
Scant  cou  Id  he  fet  one  leg  before'thc  tothcr. 

He  had  before  trauaild  fo  many  dayes. 

Among  the  pamfoll  hills  and  (ionic  wayes. 

• 40 

But  like  CO  one  that  were  his  wit  befide, 

Lcauihg  my  men  to  d o my  firft  intent, 

Not  caring  of  my  fcife  what  lliould  betide; 

(So  ftron^y  to  my'  fanfie  was  1 bent) 

1 tooke  the  blind  god  Cnpid  for  my  guide, 

By  wayes  as  blind  to  feeke  my  loue  I went. 

And  though  my  fence,my  guid,my  way  were  blind 
Yet  on  I go  in  hope  my  louc  to  find. 

41 

A fciiight  fpace  abating  but  a day, 

Ab^c  the  woods  and  mountains  I didraungc, 
Infauagedefcitswilde  andvoydof  way, 

Where  humane  fteps  were  rarc&  very  (Iraungc. 
Faft  by  the  defert  place  a plaine  there  lay. 

That  (hewed  from  the  reft  but  litlc  chaungc, 

S.TUc  that  a (lately  caftle  fiill  of wonder, 

Stood  in  a rockc  tliat  Iiad  bene  clou’n  a funder. 

4* 

This  caftle  (bines  like  flaming  fire  a farr, 

‘ Not  made  of  lime  and  (lone  as  ours  arc  Iiere, 

And  ftill  as  I approcht  a litle  narr, 

More  wonderfoli  the  building  doth  appcarc: 

It  is  a forte  impregnable  by  wan. 

Compacted  all  of  mettall  (hining  clcare. 

The  fiends ofliellthisforteoflVeelcdid  make, 
Tenspring  the  infettall  in-thc  * St’ginn  lake . 


The  towrs  arc  all  of  fteele,  and  pcdi(bt  bright. 
There  is  on  them  no  fpot  nor  any  ruft , 

It  (bines  by  day,  by  darke  it  giueth  li^c: 

Here  dwels  this  robber  wicked  and  vniuft. 

And  what  he  gets  againft  all  lawes  and  riglit, 
Thclawlcffe  wrcatch  abufethhcrc  by  luft. 

And  here  he  keeps  my  fairc  and  faithfiiU  loucr^ 
Without  all  hope  that  1 may  her  recouer. 


44 

Ah  wo  was  me,  in  vaine  1 foueht  to  heipe, 

1 fee  the  place  that  keeps  that  I loue  beft, 

Euen  as  a foxe  that  crying  hercs  her  wheipe. 
Now  borne  aloft  into  die  Eagles  neft. 

About  the  tree  (he  goes,  and faine  would  hclpe. 
But  is  conftramd  for  want  of  wings  to  reft. 

The  rocke  fo  fteepc,  the  caftle  isfo  hie. 

None  can  get  in  except  they  leame  to  flic. 

41 

And  as  I tarid  in  the  plaine  behold, 

I Caw  two  knights  come  riding  downe  the  plaine. 
Led  by  defire  aqd  hope  to  win  this  hold. 

But  rheir  defire  and  hope  was  all  in  vaine. 
CraJaJfo  was  the  firft  of  courage  bold, 

A king  of  Serican  charhcld  the  raine. 

I{ojr»ro  next  a man  of  noble  nation, 

Ofyeares  butyoung,biu  of  great  eftimation. 

45 

A lide  dwarfe  they  had  to  be  their  guide. 

Who  told  me  tnat  they  came  to  trie  their  force  • 
Againft  die  champion,that  doth  vfe  to  ride 
Out  of  this  caftle  on  die  wingifd  horfe. 

Which  when  I heard,to  them  for  hclpe  I cry dc. 
And  prayd  them  cfmy  cafe  to  take  rcmoiic, 

And  that  they  would, if  twer  dieir  chaunce  to  win. 
Set  free  my  loue  that  there  was  locked  ia. 


Similh 
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And  all  my  griefe  to  them  I did  vnfold,  l[ 

Affirming  with  my  tears,  my  tale  too  true:  |t 

Nofooncrlmylieauichaphadtold,  \ 

But  they  were  come  widiin  die  cafllcs  vcw,  i 

I (food  aloofc  the  battell  to  behold,  ! 

Praying  to  God  good  fortune  might  enfuc. 

Vndcr  the  caftle  tyes  a litle  plaine. 

Exceeding  not  an  arrow  (hoot  or  twainc. 

48 

And  as  they  talkt  who  (hould  fight  firft  or  lift,  ' 

They  were  ariued  to  the  caftle  hill. 

At  length  Graduffo  (whether  lots  were  caft,  | 

Or  that  ^^tro  y eelded  to  liis  will) 

T aketh  his  home,  and  blew  riicrwith  a blaft,  ? I 

The  node  wherof  the  caftle  walls  did  fill.  i' 

And  ftraight  with  greater  Ipecd  dicn  canbe  gueft  • ,( 

Outcametheiiderofthoflyingbeaft.  f 


49 

And  as  we  fee  ftrannge  craines  are  woont  to  do, 
Firft  ftalke  a while, er  diey  their  wing  can  find, 
Thenfoarc  from  ground  not  pad  ayardortwo. 
Till  in  their  wings  they  gatberd  haue  the  wind. 
At  laft  diey  mount  the  very  clouds  vnto. 
Triangle  wife,  according  to  their  kind. 

So  by  degrees  tliis  mage  begins  to  flyc 
luppiters  byrd  caa  hardly  mount  fohyc. 
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And  whrnhc  fees  his  time, and  thinks  it  bed. 

He  falleth  downc  like  Icadinfcarcfiill  guile, 

*/fc.  Ellen  as  the  fawicon  dodi  the  foiile  arreft. 

The  dll  eke  and  mallard  from  the  brookc  diat  rife. 
So  he  defeendeth  with  his  ipcarc  in  reft, 

Pearcing  the  ayre  in  ftrange  and  monftrous  wife. 
And  er  GrMlaffo  were  thereof  admonilht  d. 

He  felt  a ftripe  that  made  him  hallfe  aftonilhed. 

51 

The  Mage  vpon  Oradajje  brake  his  fpcare,  . 

Who  ftiiks  in  vaync  vpon  the  ayre  and  wind. 
Away  he  fine  vvicliout  or  hurt  or  fcarc, 
Lesain^CroJajfo  many  apace  behind. 

This  fierce  encounter  was  fohard  to  beare, 

( That  good  ^!fana  to  the  CTound  enclind, 

, This  fame  .yilfitna  was  Gradajjos  marc, 

^ The  fayrft'and  beft  that  eiier  fadle  bare. 

iKwd  neutr  to  fa 

rtiUhorft  tiU  ht  Vp  to  the  ftarres  the  forc’rcr  doth  afeend, 
could  get  'Ba-  ^vheeles  about  and  downe  he  comes  agajTtc, 

And  on  /(p^n-o  he  his  force  doth  bend. 

That  had  compaflion  on  Gradajfos  paync. 

So  fore  th’afl'ault  B^gero  did  offend. 

His  horfe  the  force  rficreof  could  not  fuftaync. 
And  when  to  ftrike  agayne  he  made  account. 

He  faw  his  foe  vp  to  the  do wds  to  mount. 

Sometimes  the  Mage  B$gero  doth  aflaylc, 

Sraight  way  Cradajjo  he  doth  fet  vpen. 

And  oft  they  ftrike  agayne  without  auayle. 

So  quickly  he  at  whom  they  ftrike  is  gone. 

He  winds  about  as  ftiippes  doe  vnder  fayle. 

His  fayles  are  wings  and  reft  he  geues  them  none. 
But  fets  vpon  them  in  fo  fiiddcn  wde, 

Thatlic  amazdand  dafeldboth  their  eyes. 

Betweene  tliis  one  aIofc,and  two  a low. 

This  confiift  didno  litle  Ipace  endure, 

Vntill  at  laft  the  night  began  to  grow. 

With  miftie  clowds  making  the  world  obfeure, 

1 fiw  this  fightjthe  truth  thereof  I know, 
vtfimiTrlrec  Prtfcn:  I was  thereat,yet  am  I fiire, 
dter  to  belttut  That  Very  few( except  the  wifer  fort) 

credence  geue  to  fuch  a ftrange  report. 

ftM  then  the  fio-  •j-j^^Ecaiienly  hcllifh  warriourbarc  afhield. 

On  his  left  arme  that  had  a filken  cafe, 

I cannot  any  caufeor  reafonyeeld. 

Why  he  would  keepe  it  couerd  fo  long  fpacc! 

It  had  fuch  force  that  whedb  it  be  held. 

Such  (hininglight  it  ftriketh  in  their  face, 

That  downe  they  fall  with  eyesand  fences  clofcd. 
Leaning  the  corps  of  h m to  be  difpofcd. 

Ofthi  shield  jhe  target  like  the  carbuncle  doth  fhine, 

Suchlight  was  neuerfeen  with  morcall  eye, 
vnitatton  u tal^e  Vnto  the  ground  the  lookers  on  decline; 

•fMviufat  head  Whether  far  of,or  whether  ftandingnye. 

And  as  it  clofd  their  fight  it  clofed  mine. 

That  in  a traunfe  no  litle  fpace  was  I . 

At  laft  when  I awakt  and  rofe  agayne. 

The  ayre  was  darke,and  voyded  was  the  plainc. 
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Th  e fbreerer  hath  tanc  them  I furmife. 

Into  his  caftlc  as  is  likely  moft, 

And  by  this  light  that  dafcld  all  our  eyes. 

My  hope  is  gone  their  libcrtie  is  loft. 

This  ts  the  truch,nc  doc  I ought  dcuife. 

You  hearc  the  fame,!  felt  it  to  my  coft. 

Now  itidgc  if  I hauc  rcafon  to  complamc. 

That  haue  and  doe  endure  fuch  cndles  pame. 

58 

when  as  this  Knight  his  dole  full  tale  had  done. 

He  fat  him  downe  all  chearelclTe  in  theplace, 

Thiswas  EarlcPiW>efl fbnne, 

Bcmcin  Maga!>Z<  of  that  wicked  race. 

Who  like  the  reft  fo  lewd  a courfc  did  1 unnc> 

He  holpe  the  more  his  lynage  to  deface: 

For  cncly  vcraicnoblcncs  doth  dignifie,  f'T”*  '*'^**'' 

And  VICIOUS  life  a linage  bafe  doth  l;gnific.  ‘ 

59 

The  Lady  fayre  attentiue  all  this  while, 

Harkncd  vnto  this  MaganXefes  tale) 

/(p^ewnamefometime  dotli  make  her  fmile. 

Sometime  againeforfeare  fhelookethpale: 

But  hearing  how  a forcercr  bafe  and  vile. 

Should  in  a caftlefodetainejhimdira!!. 

She  pitied  him,and  in  her  minde  fhe  freated. 

And  oft  defird  to  heare  the  tale  repeated. 

60 

When  at  thelaft  the  whole  fhe  vndcrftood. 

She  faid  fir  Knight  meurne  not  but  take  fom  plea- 
Perhap  our  meeting  may  betoyourgood,  (fiire. 

And  tumc  your  enemy  vnto  difplcafure. 

Shew  me  this  fort/or  why  it  fteats  my  blood. 

So  fowle  a prifon  holds  fo  ftyre  a treafurc. 

And  if  good  fortune  fauour  mine  intent. 

You  will  right  wellfuppofe  your  traueli  Ipcnt. 

61 

What(faid  the  Knight)fhouId  I retume  againc. 

To  pafl'c  thefe  mountaines  hard  and  otiertwhart? 

Though  for  my  felfe  it  is  but  litle  paine, 

Totoyle  my  body  hauing  loft  my  hare 
For  you  to  go  where  as  you  may  be  flainc, 
Ortakenprifherwerea  foolifiipart: 

Which  ifit  hap,ycc  me  you  cannot  blame, 

Becaufc  1 geue  you  warning  of  the  fame, 

6z 

This  faid  be  rifeth  vp  his  horfe  to  take. 

The  noble  Lady  on  the  way  to  guide. 

Who  meanes  to  venter  for  Ifcjcror  fake, 

Thraldome  or  death  what  euer  doe  betide. 

But  loe  a meftenger  great  haft  doth  make, 

C<>mming  b^ind  and(tar/  ho)lie  cridc. 

This  was  the  poft  that  told  to  Sacrafant^ 

How  fhe  that foyld  him  was  Dame  Bradamant.  t, doolie fljjm. 

This  meffenger  brought  ts’dings  in  great  poft. 

Both  from  Narbona  and  from  Mompclecre, 

How  they  were  vp  in  armes  along  the  coft. 

Of  Aquamor  t and  all  that  dwelled  neere. 

And  how  MarfiJias  men  their  harts  had  loft, 

Becaufc  of  her  no  tydings  they  c ould  heare: 

. And(for  her  abfence  made  them  ill  apayd) 

They  fent  to  haue  her  prefence  and  her  ayd. 

B ij  I 
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Thcfe  towncs  and  others  many  to  the  fame, 
Beewetne  the  ftreames  of  Rodon  and  of  Vare, 
The  Emproi  had  affignd  this  worihie  dame, 
Committing  th:m  vnto her  truft  and  care. 

Her  noble  vdue  gat  her  all  this  fame, 

Becaiife  in  armesherfclfe  (he  braiiely  bare, 

And  fodie  cities  vnder  her  fubieftion, 
Thismeflage  fent,  requiring  her  dtre^on. 

Which  when  Are  heard,  it  made  herfomwhat  paufc, 
Twixt  yea  and  no  fhe  flood  a prctie  fpace. 

Of  one  fide  honor  and  her  office  draws. 

On  th'otherfide  louehelps  to  pleade  the  cafe, 

Ac  laft  fhe  means  t’enPac  the  prefenc  caufe. 

And  fetch  l{o^tro  from  th’inchanted  place: 

And  if  her  force  can  not  to  this  atcamc. 

At  Icafl  with  him  a prifbner  to  remainc. 

66 

In  curteous  fort  her  anfwcr  fhe  contriitcd. 

With  gracious  woords,  and  fent  away  thepofl. 
Longing  with  her  new  guide  tohaue  ariued, 

Vnto theplace  v/here  both  their lou’swereloft. 
But  he  perceauing  now  fhe  was  deriued. 

Out  of  that  fine  that  he  decefled  moft. 

Doth  hare  her  fore,  and  fcareth  to  tlie  fame, 

Left  flie  fhoiild know  he  of  Mag,v*Xa  came. 

^7 

There  was  betweene  thcfe  houfes  auncient  hate. 
This  of  that  of  Clarimoimt, 

And  eacli  of  them  had  wcakned  others  ftatc. 

By  killing  men  in  both  of  great  account. 

This  Vinnabel  ( a vile  and  wicked  mate, 

That  all  his  kinne  in  vi  - cs  did  furmount) 

Meanes  with  him  felfc  this  damfcll  to  betray. 

Or  dfe  to  flip  afide  and  go  his  way. 

(58 

And  this  fame  fancie  fo  his  head  did  fill. 

With  hate,  with feare, with  anger  and  with  doubt. 
That  he  miftooke  tire  way  againft  his  will. 

And  knew  not  how  againe  to  find  it  out. 

Till  in  the  wood  he  fiw  a litle  hill, 

Bare  on  the  top  where  men  might  looke  about. 
But  Br/tdamxnt  fuch  amorous  paffionsfcclcs. 

She  fcUoweth  like  a fpaniell  at  his  heelcs. 

69 

The  crafrie  guide,  thuswandringin  the  wood, 
Intending  now  the  ladie  to  beguile, 

Sayd  vntoherforfbothhe  thought  it  good, 

Sith  night  grew  on,  them  felues  to  reft  a while: 
Here  is  quoth  he  (and  fhewdwhicljway  it  flood) 
A caftle  faire,  and  hence  not  many  mile. 
Buttaricyou  alidehere  vntill 
1 may  defery  die  countrey  from  die  hill. 

70 

This  faid,  he  mounted  to  the  higher  ground. 

And  ftanding  n ow  the  higheft  part  vpon. 

He  caft  .ibout  his  eyes  and  looked  round. 

To  find  fome  path  wherby  he  might  be  gone. 


When  vnawares  a monftroiis  caue  he  found, 
Straungely  cut  out  and  hollowd  in  the  ftonc, 
Deepc  tlurtie  cubits  downc  it  doth  defeend. 
Hailing  a faire  large  gate  at  lower  end. 

71 

Such  .IS  great  ftately  houfes  wont  tohaue. 

Out  of  which  gate  proceeds  a Ifiining  light, 
That  all  within  moft  lightfome  makes  the  caue; 
And  all  this  while, on  this  fcllonious  knight, 

1 his  noble  Ladie  due  attendance  gaue. 

And  neuer  fuffred  him  go  out  of  fight. 

She  f ollowd  Ttmbell  hard  at  liis  backc, 

Becaufe  flie  was  afeard  to  Jeefe  the  tracke. 

71 

When  as  this  villaine  traitour  did  efjiie, 

That  his  defignments  foclilfi  were  and  vaine. 
Either  toleauc  her, or  to  make  her  die. 

He  thought  it  beft  to  trie  a fuither  trainej 
Perfwading  her  for  to  defeend  and  trie. 

What  Ladies  faire  within  the  caue  remaine. 

For  why  (faid  he)  within  thislittlc  fpace, 

I faw  a goodly  damfell  in  die  place, 

73 

Riclily  arayd  and  verie  faire  ofhew, 

Like  one  ofnoblelynage  and  degree. 

And  this  her  fortune  made  me  more  torew. 
That  here  agamft  her  will  fhe  feemd  to  be. 

And  when  1 thought  for  to  defeend  and  vcw, 
Tlie  caufe  of  this  her  griefe  to  knov/  and  fee, 

1 was  no  fboner  from  my  horfe  alighted. 

But  widi  infernallhaggcs  I was  afrighted. 
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The  noble  Er adamant  that  was  more  flout. 

Then  warie  who  it  was  did  her  perfwade. 

Hath  fuch  defire  to  helpe  a damfcll  out. 

That  ftraiglit  the  caue  fhe  meaneth  to  inuade. 
Finding  by  hap  a long  bough  thereabout, 
riiereof  apole  of  mightie  length  fhe  made, 

Firft  with  her  fword  fhe  hews  and  pares  it  fit. 
That  done  fhe  lets  it  downe  into  the  pit. 

She  giueth  Vinalxll  the  bigger  end, 

And  prayes  him  ftand  aboue  and  hold  it  faft. 

And  by  the  fame  cntendLng  to  defeend, 

Vpon  her  armesher  whole  waight  fhe  doth  caft. 
Blithe  that  to  deftroyherdid  intend, 

Askt  lier  if  fhe  would leame  to  leape  a caft, 

And  laughing  loof’d  his  hands  that  were  togithcr 
Wifhing  that  all  the  race  of  them  were  with  her. 
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Yet  great  good  hap  the  gentle  damfell  foimd. 

As  well  deferu’d  a mind  fo  innocent: 

For  why  the  poale  ftrake  fi.  ft  vpon  the  ground. 
And  though  by  force  it  fhiuerd  all  and  rent. 

Yet  were  her  limbes  and  life  kept  fafe  and  found, 
Mauger  his  vide  and  traitcrous  intent. 

Sore  was  the  damfell  mafed  with  the  fall. 

As  in  another  booke  declare  I fhalL 


In  tJmfectndbtob^e  in  the  nmbat  iehrreue  Rcn.aldo  dm/Sacrapant , may  obferuehow  thtpajjion  of  hue,  together 
with  the  termes  that  men  fandvpon  for  their  reputation  and  credit y are  oftentimes  occafons  of  bitter  quareht^nd  in  their  /*- 
d/unt parting  andgreatperplexitie , that  both  of  them  Were ftriekpn  into  by  the falft  tde  that  the J^irit  told  them  of  Oilando, 

we 


r 
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/ft  this  feconi  Bool^e  in  :he  combat  betweenc  Rcnaldo  and Sacrapam , »ec  may  obfcrve  hm  the pajjion  of  loi  e,  toge~ 
thvfwii  h the  termes  that  men  /hand  upon  for  their  reputation  and  credit , are  ojtentimet  occafions  o]  bitter  quarelt;  and 
intheir  fudaine  partingandgreat  perplexity,  thathothof  them  ncre/Irich^en  intoly  the  jalfe  tale  that  the  {/irit  told 
them  o/'Orlando.  rve  may  gather  horn  vety  apt  jeloufe  is  to  concciieand  beleex  e evtricjalfe  report. 

By  Jien2ldos  obedience  to  Charles  ingoing  on  emhaffage  noiroith/l  ending  all  hit  privat  affaires  andaffeHiom, 
we  mey  ta^e  example  of  dutifutl obedience  to  our  lawfull  Prince.  And  in  thjat  Finnabcl  feelies  to  betray  Bradamant, 
andto  hf/hher  ly  letting  herfaU  into  the  cave,  into  the  which  Jhee  trufied  he  wouldhave  letherdowne  fajety  and  Jriend- 
ly,w.e  may  note  two  JpeciaU  things,  one,  that  it  is  good  to  bee  warie  into  whofe  hands  wee  commit  the  fajegard  of  our 
lives  and  ft  ate  : the  other,  thatbafe  minded  menbeingwichedliefet  on  revenge,  care  not  "what  treajbn  or  viUanie 
they  worl^ethc  overthrow  of  their  enemies.  r 

For  tlx  Hi/iorie  of  this  Canto,  I wiUnot  affirme  tooprecifelie,  for  I find  not  in  any  credible  author  of  Renaldos  Stone, 
emhaffage  inToV.u^aud, neither  is  it  very  lihely,  iftheKfngofEtiglandwere  then  in?  at\s,(  at  in  another  place  of 
thiiworh,e  is  affirmed)  that  a Peereof  Trance  Jhould  be  font  hither,  and  not  rather  fo  me  Englifh  noble  man  fent  from 
ihe/fingto  kisother fiibjens  inT,ng\and,with dirciiions andinftiuClions fiemhim. 

ThatVarisandCnarkshimfelfewerein  fame  diflreffe  about  that  time, U not  unprobable,  and  that  the  Turkesar 
their  firfi  arrivall prev'ailed  very  farre  againfl  the  Chriftians,  though  it  lafted  but  a while. 

As  for  Rogcro.  whom  hce  toucheth  in  this  Boothe,  and  that  is  fo  much  ffohen  of  in  this  whole  worlie,  at  dPneas  is  in 
Virgin,  though  in  both  rather  in  Fabulous  and  in  Alkgoricall  fence,  then  plainelie  and  hifioricaUie : yet  1 finde  it 
invciy  good  Authors,  that  a man  of  that  name  was  indeed  the  chieferaifer  of  the  houfc  of  Efie  the  now  T>  uh^esoj  Tct- 


* For  the  Allegorie , as  1 noted  in  thefirfl  Boohy  of  Bayardo , fo  the  fame  is  fill  continued  or  rather  repeated,  name  a 
ly,  that  thehorfe,  by  which  is  meant  mans  fervent  andfurious  appetite,^  which  is  more  plainely  ftgnifcdnhcre  it  is  faid 

vfihehorfe:  _ 

His  going  onely  was  to  this  intent. 

To  fliew  liis  mafler  where  the  damfcll  went 

So  that  fl  ill  this  unbridled  dcfire  figured  ly  Bayardo,  leades  Reaaldo  on  foote,  wherely  is  under  food fenfualitie,  to 
pur  Cue  Angelica, rri/i  a bafe  defireoftbe  mofl  bafe  pleafiire. 

^ In  the  fhield,  whofe  light  ama\ed  the  holders  on,  and  made  them  fall  down  afi  anted,  may  be  Allegorically  meant  the 
great  pompes  of  the  world,  that  mal^e  fhirdngfhewes  in  the  bleared  eyes  of  vatne  people,  and  blind  them,and  mai^e  them 
to  admire  and fatldowne  before  them.having  indeed  nothing  but  fhining  titles  without  veTtue,ll\e  paintedflteaths  with 
leaden  weapons,  or  lif^e  ftraw  without  thegraine:  either  elfc  may  be  meant  the  flaring  beauties  of  fomegorgeows  women 
that  affonifh  the  eyes  of  weal^e  minded  men,  apt  to  receive  (itch  loving  impreffms , as  Atlantas  fhield  did  ama\e  their 

lenfcs  that  beheld  tt.  , , , . 

For  the  Allegory  of  the  horfe,  what  is  meant  thereby,  1 referve  to  another  place  where  t will foUm  it  more  at  large 
then  this  little  Jpace  willgive  me  leave,  and  in  that  boohe  where  he  is  more  treated  of. 

The  Allufion,  to  which  this  fyitg  horfe  is  ref  erred, and  from  whence  it  is  tahen,is  from  Pcgarus,/^T  flying  horfe  that  Pin.  . « . 
Aarwritesofbredof  the  blood  of  Medufa,  onwhichbeafl  Belletophonwaswont  toridc,flyingihefalfeaccufationof 


Pstemwife. 

Alfa  the  fijkld  if  fe{  c feemet  to  allude  to  the  fable  o/Medufas  head,that  turned  men  intoflor.es. 


I 


THE  ARGVMENT. 

Br adamant  beingfalne  in  Marlins  caue, 
Me/tjfa  nteetes  her  there  her  ancient  friend. 
And  there  to  her  Jhe  per  fit  e notice  gaue. 

Of  fitch  braue  men  oi  (houldfrom  her  defend. 
She  told  her  where  Jhe  fiiould  Bggero  hane, 
tv  horn  old  Atlanta  had  tn  prtfon  pend. 

And  from  Brunello  how  to  take  the  ring, 

T hat  vnto  hbertte  her  dcere  might  bring. 


H rhat  my  head  were  lo 
well  ftordc  with  (kill. 
Of  fuch  a noble  fubieft 
fit  to  treat. 

Oh  that  my  wits  were 
equall  to  my  will. 

To  frame  a phrafe  fit  for 
fbhigh  conceat: 
ife  mufes  that  do  hold 
the  facred  hill, 

Infpire  my  hart  with  flame  oflearned  heat. 

While  I prefume  in  bafe  and  lowly  verfc. 

The  names  of  glorious  princes  to  rcherfe. 
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Such  princes  as  excell  all  princes  far, 

In  allthe  gifts  ofbodie  and  ofmindc, 

Temprat  in  peace,vi£lorious  eake  in  war. 

Noble  rhemfelues,  and  come  ofnoblekind. 

Such  as  (except  my  guefle  do  greatly  arre) 

Are  by  the  heau’ns  et  email  doome  tiffignd. 

In  wealth,  in  fame,  in  rule  and  in  profperiti  c, 
Toliuc  thcnifelucs,  their  children  and  pofleritie, 

3 

Nor  can  I now  their  f;uerall  afles  moft  rare, 
Atcheeud  by  curie  one  of  rhem  recite. 

No  though  my  verfe  with  Firgis  might  compare. 
Or  I as  well  as  Homtr  could  endite : , 

With  their  great  praife,  great  volumes  filled  arc. 
With  large  diftourfe,by  them  that  ftories  write. 
Onely  1 meant  to  fhow  what  was  forelhowne. 
Long  er  their  perlbns  or  their  deeds  were  knownc 

4 

But  firft  oiViwuhtl  z word  to  Ipcak^ 


Who  as  you  hard  with  traiterous  intent, 

The  bonds  of  all  humanitie  did  breake. 

For  which  er  long  himfelfe  was  after  fhent. 

Thus  while  bafe  minds  their  wrongs  do  bafely 
They  do  that  once  y often  they  repent,  (wreak, 
Curfing  that  time,  a thoufand  time5,tolatc 
When  they  purfude  th  eir  vnreuenged  hate. 

1 

With  fainting  hart,  (for  fln  is  fill  of  feare,) 

By  ftealing  fteps  from  htmcc  he  doth  depart. 

And  as  he  goes  he  prieth  here  and  there. 

His  fearcfiiUlooke  bewray  cs  his  guiltie  hart. 

Nor  yet  his  dread  doth  moue  him  to  forbeare. 
To  heape  more  fin  vpon  this  ill  defart. 

Appald  with  feare,  but  toucht  with  noremorfe, 
Tlunking  her  flainc,he  cakes  away  her  horfe. 
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But  lethimgovntill  another  time, 

Forldo  meane  hereafter  you  fhall  hearc, 

How  he  was  dealt  with,  when  his  double  crime. 

In  fecret  wrought,  moft  open  did  appeare. 

Now  vnto  BradanjMnt  I bend  my  rime. 

Who  with  her  fal,  was  yet  of  heauie  cheare  ; 
Hauing  bene  taught  a gamball  for  the  nonce. 

To  giue  her  death  and  buriallat  once. 
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Now  when  fhe  came  vnto  her  felfe  againc. 

And  hadrecouerd  memorie  and  fence. 

She  gets  her  on  her  feete,  although  with  paine. 
Minding  to  feeke  fome  way  to  get  fto  thence. 
When  loc,  before  her  face  fhefccthplaine, 

A ftately  portall  built  with  great  expence. 

And  next  behind  the  fame  fhe  might  deferie, 

A larger  rooftic  and  fairer  to  the  eye. 

B ii^ 
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THE  THIRD  BOOKE 
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Marlattstmit. 


Cbrifi  our  fa. 
wumr. 


The  defcriftio  of 

MtrliHts  tombty 

cut  fthtbod^cf 
l^wg.Anhur.but 
thu  it  fotttcaU 
Itciui  to  fame  It 
to  be  t»  Trance, 
fvrttuinlVales. 


This  was  a church  raoft  folemne  and  dciiour. 
Standing  on  marble  piJiers  fmall  and  round, 
raifd  by  great  art  on  arches  all  abour, 

That  made  ech  voice  to  y eeld  a double  found. 

A lightfome  lampe  diat  ncuer  goeth  out, 

Burnd  on  an  altar  {lading  in  the  ground.  (Ip  ace. 
That  tliough  the  roomes  were  large  and  wide  in 
Tire  lampe  did  feme  to  lighten  all  the  place. 
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The  noble  damfell  full  of  reu’rcnt  fcare. 

When  as  her  felfc  in  {acred  place  {he  fees, 

(As  one  that  ftill  a godly  minde  did  bearc,) 
Begins  to  pray  to  him  vpon  her  knees, 

Whofe  holy  fide  was  per{l  with  cruell  fpcarc. 

And  who  to  faue  our  liues  his  ow  ne  did  lee{e: 

And  while  (he  ftayes  deuoutly  at  her  prayre. 

The  fage  Malyjja  doth  to  her  repairc. 
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Her  gowne  vngyrt,  her  heart  about  her  hed, 

Much  like  a prieft  or  prophetelTe  arraid. 

And  inher  booke  alittle  while  fliered. 

And  after  thus  vnto  the  damfell  faid. 

O thou  by  Gods  appointm  ent  hither  led, 

O Bradamanty  moft  wile  and  worthy  maid. 
Longhaue  I looked  here  for  this  thy  comming, 
Being  foretold  thereof  by  Mnlmes  cunning. 
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Here  is  the  tombe  tliat  Merliru  erftdid  make, 

By  force  offecret  fkill  and  hidden  art. 

In  which  {bm  crimes  the  Ladie  of  the  lake. 

That  with  her  bcautie  had  bewitcht  his  hart. 

Did  make  him  enter  fondly  for  her  fake. 

From  whence  heneuer  after  could  depart. 

And  he  was  by  a woman  otter  reached, 

That  vnto  others  prophefid  and  preached. 


iz 


His  carkas  dead  witliin  this  ftonc  is  bound. 

With  the  dead  corfe  the  Luing  foule  doth  dw cll : 

TtUdoemtsiy.  And  {hall  vntiU  it  heare  die  trumpet  found, 
That  brings  reward  of  doing  ill  or  w ell. 

His  voice  doth  liuCjOnd  anfvvcre  and  expound. 
And  things  both  paft,prefenc  and  future  tell, 
^foluing men  of eii’rie  doubtfull  cafe, 

*tat  for  his  counfell  come  vnto  this  place. 
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About  a monthe  or  little  more  or  IclTc, 

It  is  fince  I repaird  to  Af«r/i/»tgrauc, 

Ofhim  about  the  ftudie  I prefefle. 

Some  precepts  and  enftrudions  to  haue. 
And(for  I willing  was  I mull  confclfe) 

To  mccte  you  at  your  comming  to  this  cauc: 

For  which  he  did  prefixe  this  certaine  day. 

This  moued  me  of  purpofe  here  to  {lay. 

Duke  daughter  filent  {lands  and  ftill, 

The  while  the  wife  Melyjfa  to  her  fpakc, 
Aftonilhcdatthisvnufuall  fkill. 

And  doubting  if  {lie  were  a fleepe  or  wake, 

A modeft  (hame  with  grace  her  eyes  doth  fill, 
With  which  down  call, this  anfwer  Ihe  doth  make: 
Alas  what  good  or  men  te  is  in  me, 

Tliat  prophets  fhould  my  comming  foforefee  ? 


ly 


And  glad  of  tliis  aduenture  vnexpefted. 

She  followeth  her  guid  with  great  dclighr. 

And  ftraight  fhe  faw  the  {lately  toombe  erefted, 
Of  marble  pure  that  held  his  bones  and  fprite. 
And  (that  which  one;would little  haue  fuIpcScd) 
The  veric  marble  was  fo  clcare  and  bright, 

That  though  the  fiinne  no  light  vnto  it  gaue. 

The  toombe  it  fclfe  did  lighten  all  the  cauc. 
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Whether  it  be  the  nature  of  fomeftone, 

A darkfome  place  with  lightfomnes  to  fill, 

Or  were  it  done  by  magike  art  alone. 

Or  clfc  by  helpe  of  Mathematikc  fkill. 

To  make  tranlparencies  to  mcetc  in  one. 

And  fo  conuay  the  funne  beames  where  you  will. 
But  {lire  it  was  moft  curious  to  behold. 

Sec  forth  with  earned  workes  and  guilt  with  gold. 
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Now  when  the  damfell  was  approched  nyre,  (plaft. 
To  this  ftrange  toombe  where  A/ erlw  bones  were 
Forth  of  the  ftoncs  that  fhine  like  flaming  fire. 
His  hucly  voice  fuchfpceches  out  doth  caft._ 
Euer  may  fortune  fauour  thydefirc, 

O Bradamartt  thou  noble  maid  and  chaft. 

Out  of  whofe  wombe  an  ifTue  fliall  proceed. 

That  all  the  world  m glorie  {hall  exceed. 

18 

The  noble  blood  that  came  of  ancient  Troy, 

By  two  cleare  fprings  in  thee  togither  mixt. 

Shall  breed  the  flowre,the  iewell  and  the  ioy, 

Of  all  on  whom  Phoebus  his  beames  hath  fixe, 
Twixt  thofe  tliat  heat,  to  thofe  that  cold  annoy, 

F rom  T*ge  to  I nde,  Danub  and  “liile  betwixt, 
Emp’rors  and  kings,  and  dukes  and  lords  for  ay. 
Of  this  thy  linage  carriefhall  the  fway. 

I? 

And  many  a Captainebraue  and  Worthy  Knighr, 
Shall  ifliic  from  this  ftocke  tliat  (hall  reftoi  c. 

By  warlike  feates  the  glorie  (hining  bright, 

That  Italy  pofiTefTed  heretofore. 

And  magiftrates  to  maincainc  peace  aud  right. 

As  Huma  and  ^ugujltu  did  before. 

Vertue  to  cherifh,  vice  fo  to  afT.vage, 

As  {hall  to  vs  bring  backc  the  golden  age. 

20 

Wherefore  fith  God  hath  by  predeftination. 
Appointed  thee  to  be  Kjgerts  wife. 

And  means  toblefl'e  thineheirs  and  generation, 
With  all  tire  graces  granted  in  thislife, 

Perf  ft  thou  firme  in  thy  determination, 

And  Hourly ouercome  each  ftormc  offtrife, 
Workinghiis  worthy  puniflrmcnt  and  paihe. 

That  doth  thy  liues  delight  from  thee  detain  c. 

21 

This  faidithe  prophet  Marlin*  holdes  his  peace, 
Cmm^MtliJfa  time  to  worke  her  wiU, 

Who  when  {he  did  perceiue  the  voice  to  ccafc, 
Shepurpofeth  by  praftife  of  her  skill ; 

To  {hew  the  damfell  part  of  that  encreafe. 

That  {hould  with  fame  the  world  hereafter  filL 
And  for  this  end  {he  calls  a great  alTemblc, 
Ofiprights  that  might  their  peffons  all  itfemble. 

Wh» 


yatheaUChra. 
mclet  of  Trane* 
they  deriue  cer. 
tain  great  houfe^ 
from  the  bleed  af 
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S'Qorth  and 
South. 


OF  ORLANDO  FVRIOSO. 


»5 


Setntb*U»fi»i~ 
•n  that  then  it 
(fiTUsin  the  tin 
snd  iil^erfifi  ta 
the  tarth. 


litgero.Ltoke  tn 
the  biflory  m the 
I t»d  of  ton  third 
\e. 


Vhate. 

* Itafy  called  Hi- 
fperta,  tji  loctu 
Hijpertam  Gnij 
tegnomnedicut, 
f'lrg.^Eiie. 

Alberto, 

Hugo. 

The  l ipers  are 
the  ancient  crefis 
•f  the  yiceuntt 
Gtleaffes. 

.Alhertat^. 

* Of  the  Herin~ 
gtri,Uohe  tnthe 
tutes  tfthu  beol^ 
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Who  ftrajglit  by  words  of  fccrct  vcmicbound, 

In  numbers  great  vnt  o the  caue  repairc. 

Of whence  1 know  nor,  whether  vndcrgrotindj 
Or  eJfe  of  thofe  that  wander  in  the  airc: 

Then  thrife  ihc  drawes  about  a circle  round, 

And  thrife  (he  hallowes  it  with  fccrct  prayre. 
Then  opens  Ihc  a triple  clafped  booke. 

And  fottly  whilpring  in  it  Ihc  doth  lookc. 

After  {he  takes  thedamfcll  by  the  hand, 

Willinghcr  that  flielhouldnot  be  afraid , 

And  inacirclecaufethherto  ftand. 

And  for  her  more  fecuritic  and  aid. 

And  as  it  were  for  more  affured  band, 

Ouer  her  head  (ome  charaders  (he  laid. 

Then  hauing  done  her  due  and  folemnerytcs. 
She  doth  begin  to  call  vpon  the  Iprights. 

24 

Behold  a crew  of  tliem  come  rulhing  in, 

Infundrie  (hapes  with  perfons  great  and  tall 
And  now  diey  filled  all  the  roome  within. 

So  readily  they  came  vnto  her  call. 

When  Bradamant  to  feare  did  flraight  begin. 

Her  hart  was  cold, her  colour  waxedpalL 
But  yet  the  circle  kept  her  like  a wall. 

So  that  (lie  needed  not  to  feare  at  all, 

If 

Howbeit  Melyffa  caufed  them  be  gone. 

From  thence  vnto  the  next  adioyningcauc, 

And  thence  to  come  before  them  one  by  one. 
The  better  notice  of  their  names  tohaue. 

That  at  more  leyfiue  they  may  talke  thereon, 
When  as  occafion  fo  may  feeme  to  craue. 

Althou  ghfquoth  {he)this  (hort  time  cannot  feruc 
Tofpeakeofeu’rie  one  as  they  deferuc. 
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Lo  here  the  firft  thy  firft  begotten  fonne. 

That  bears  thy  fauour  and  his  fathers  name. 

By  whom  the  Lombards  {hall  in  fight  be  wonne, 
T o Defideritu  their  kings  great  fiiame, 

Who  fliall  at  Pontyr  make  the  llreames  to  runne. 
With  blood  in  fields  adioyning  to  the  fame. 

And  fliall  reuenge  the  deeds  and  minds  vnpure, 
Ofluch  as  did  his  fathers  fall  procure. 
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And  for  this  noble  aft  among  the  reft. 

The  Emperour  (hallgiue  him  in  reward, 
the  honours  greatof  »and  Efi, 

By  which  liis  familie  flialbe  prefard. 

The  next  Vberto  is  whofe  valiant  breft, 

Shalbe  vnto  the  holy  church  a gard. 

Defending  it  with  valiant  hart  andhand. 

To  th’honor  of  ^Hefperyan  armes  and  land. 
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.Alberto  he  is  nam’d  that  third  comes  in, 

Whofe  triumphes  are  moft  famous  eu’ric  where. 
Then  hisfonneHw^o  that  did  Millain  winne, 

And  for  his  creft  two  vipers  vf’ d to  bearc, 

.eltfo  is  next  and  next  to  him  ofkirme, 

Tliat  erft  of  Lumbardie  the  crowne  (hall  weare. 
Then  Albert ajfo  by  whofe  meanes  arc  wonne,  - 
The  *Brfingers  both  fatlier  and  the  forme. 


Bertaldo. 

^Ibertajji.ij. 

f^naldo. 


To  him  fliall  Otbons  fauour  fo  incline, 

He  {hall  in  marridge  giuc  to  him  his  daughter. 

Now  Hugo  comes  agame  6 happie  line, 

Andhappie  man  that  fail’d  fo  great  a {lau^iter,  Hugo.j, 
When  at  Chrift  vycars  nile  Rome  did  repme. 

He  daunted  them  andlbrcllordthem  after. 

Thewhich  by  wit  without  the  dincoffword. 

He  fliall  effeft  in Oi/x/M  time  the  thurd. 
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Now  Fulbp  comes  that  to  his  brother  gauc,  TcUe. 

His  land  in  Italy  which  was  not  fmalJ, 

And  dwelt  m Almany  his  land  to  faue 
Of  54»j/£njp,that  vnto  him  did  fall, 

A dukedome  great  that  did  with  Caftelsbraue, 

Accrew  to  him  for  want  cf  ifllic  male. 

By  him  that  noble  houfe  is  held  and  cherifhed. 

That  but  for  him  would  be  extinft  and  pcriflicd, 
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Then  commeth  that  mifliketh  warre. 

Bur  yet  hisfonnes  Bertold and  ^Ibe.-tajft, 

With  fecond  H enrie  (halbe  ftill  at  iarre, 

Andbring  the  Dutchmen  to  a wofull  palTc. 

Next  young  Bfnaldo  fliining  like  a ftarre, 

Shalbe  vnto  the  church  a wall  of  brafle, 

Vnto  the  vtter  ouerthrow  and  Ioffe, 

Ofwicked  Fredrikfnzmed  Ba.baroJJi, 
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Behold  an  other  .^ryofhallpofrefre, 

Vtrem  with  a (lately  terriroric, 

OiOton  rndHcnorimno  Iclfc, 

Shalbe  a marques  made  to  his  great  glorie. 

It  would  be  long  their  names  all  to  cxprelTe, 

That  {hall  proteft  the  facred  confiftone. 

And  in  moft  valeroas  and  marfhall  maimer, 

Difplay  and  eke  defend  the  churches  banner. 
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Olyfe  next  and  you  may  view,  OhyCo. 

W ith  H mrits  nvo,  the  fa  ther  and  the  fonne,  EoUo, 

Both  Guelfes  that  frutfull  H lombrya  (hall  fubdew. 

And  keepe  die  dukedome  there  by  conqueft  won. 

B ehold  him  that  the  good  ftatc  doth  renew. 

Of  Italy  that  late  was  quite  vndone. 

.eftfi  1 meane  the  fift  that  ouerthrew,  Mfo, 

The  cruell  Effdino  and  him  flew. 
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That  cruell  Efjelyno  diat  was  thought, 

Tohauebeene  gotten  by  Ibme  wicked  diuell, 

That  neiier  any  goodnes  had  beene  taught. 

But  fold  his  foule  to  finne  and  doing  euifi. 

Comparing  with  the  cruell  afts  he  wrought, 

T{ero  were  pitifiill  and  SyUtt  ciuelL 
Befide  this  .Atfo  (hall  in  time  to  come 
The  powre  of  fecond  Fredrikf  ouer  come. 
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And  then  he  (hallhis  brother 

Vnto  the  Florentines  for  monie  gage. 

And  0th in  with  the  faftion  GelbAyn, 

He  (hall  fupprefTe  amidde  their  furious  rage. 

Railing  the  church, nor  letting  it  declme. 

But  (pending  to  defend  it  all  his  age. 

For  which  goodferuice  he  {hail  iuftly  merkc,  " 

The  dukedome  ofFerara  toinherite. 
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Next  him  I{enald»  now  enfii’th,  whofe  lot 
Shalbe  at  Naples  to  be  made  away 
A death  his  vertuoiis  deeds  deferiicd  not, 

Blit  wo  to  them  thatguiltleffe  blood  betray. 
NowfollowctlTi  awoithy  crue  andknot, 

Whofe  aftes  alone  to  tell  would  Ipend  a day; 
Ohyfij  TSficiUs  and  Mdbrandine, 

Whofe  noble  deeds  (hall  honour  much  their  line. 
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T^oIm  he  is  nam’d  that  next  cnfiithe, 

That  ml’d  in  tendcryearcs  both  ncerc  andfarre. 
That  findesand  eke  reuengeth  their  vntruth. 
That  fought  his  ftate  by  ciiiill  ftrife  to  marre; 

The  Iports  and  exercifes  ofhisyouth. 

Are  blowes  and  fights, and  dangers  great  & waiTC, 
Which  makes  that  erre  to  manly  ftate  he  came. 
For  martiall  deeds  he  gets  the  onely  name. 
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Lo  Lyttteli  thegloric  ofiiis  age, 

Maintainir  g peace  and  quiet  all  his  time. 

And  keeping  that  with  cafe,  by  wifedome  lage, 
Vnto  tlie  which  others  by  painc  do  clime. 

That  fettred  ftirie  and  rebuked  rage. 

That  locks  vp  Mart  in  w als  of  ftene  and  lime. 

That  all  his  wit, his  care  and  traucJl  bent. 

To  make  his  fubiefts  Hue  in  ftate  content. 

39 

Now  Herdes  corns,  and  Hercults  indeed, 

Whofe  deeds  flia’lmerite  euerduring  fame. 

T hat  by  his  paines  his  countries  cafe  fliall  breed. 
And  put  his  enimics  to  fiight  and  lhame. 
ftisrpc  10  deuife,  to  execute  with  Ipeed, 

Stout  to  attempt,  and  patient  to  die  fame. 

No  prince  (hall  cuer  rule  his  countrie  better. 

No  prince  had  eiier  countrie  more  his  detter. 
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Not  that  he  flinll  their  wet  and  moorilh  grounds. 

By  great  expence  to  pafturc  firmc  reduce. 

Not  that  the  townewith  wall  enuiron  round, 

And  ftorc  with  things  bchoofull  to  their  vfc. 

Not  that  when  warre  in  ech  place  flial!  abound, 

He  fliall  maintaine  them  peaceably  in  truce. 

Not  that  he  (hall  according  to  their  asking 
Dif  burden  themofpayments  and  of  tasking. 
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But  that  he  (hall  more  and  aboue  all  tlieafc, 

Leauc  them  behind  him  fuch  a worthy  race. 

As  fcarch  within  the  circuite  of  die  feas. 

You  lhall  not  findc  two  to  fupplie  their  place. 

So  (ha’l  the  one  the  other  ftriue  to  pleafe. 

So  (liall  the  one  the  others  loueimbrace, 

As  may  for  louing  brotherly  regard, 

Widi  Caftor  and  with  VoUux  be  compard. 

The  elder  cf  thefe  two  jilfonfo  hight. 

The  next  of  them  Hitfclito  we  call. 

Both  of  them  ftout  and  valiant  m fight. 

Both  of  them  wife  and  prouident  withall. 

Both  of  them  to  defend  their  countries  right, 
Shalbe  a bulwarke  and  a brazen  wall. 

Both  of  them  (hall  hauc  enimies  good  ftorc. 

Both  of  them  fliall  fubduc  them  euermore. 
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Their  mother  (if  I may  a mother  name,) 

One  more  like  Trogne  and  Media  fell. 

Vnto  her  cndlell'e  infamie  and  fliame, 

Agamfther  fonne  ./rf/fan/o (hall rcbcll. 
loyning  with  Venice  force(for  this  to  blame) 
Though  for  die  fame  erre  long  they  paid  ful  well. 
Doing  diofe  whom  they  though:  to  hurt  this  good 
To  make  the  groud  more  fruitful  with  their  blood 
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Not  far  fro  thence  the  SpanKh  fouldier  hired. 

With  die  great  paftors  purfc  and  m Ins  pav, 

That  with  a forcible  allault  alpired. 

To  take  afort,and  eke  the  captaine  flay. 

Bu  t lo  he  conies  and  they  perforce  ret)Tcd, 
Hailing (b  (hort  a pleafure  of  this  pray. 

Scaife  one  of  them  in  life  is  left  abiding. 

To  carric  notice  of  fo  heauic  tiding. 
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Valour  andwifedome  fliall  him  Ibaduance, 

To  hauc  die  honour  of  Romania  field, 

V/hcre  by  his  meanes  vnto  the  force  of  France, 
The  Pope  and  S panyards,  forced  are  to  yceld, 
Wheras  in  chriftian  blood  afa  tall  chance, 

Horfes  fliall  fwimm  e,  fuch  numibers  ihalbe  keeld, 
Nor  lhall  not  men  enough  aliuc  remaine, 
Toburie  fhofe  flialbe  in  batrell  flame. 
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The  while  his  brother  vnder  C ard’nals  cap. 

Shall  coucr,  nay  fliall  ihew  a prudent  head, 
Hippolyto  (I  meane)  who  fliall  hauc  hap, 
WidiafmaJibandofmen  (but  wifely  led) 

To  giue  to  the  Venetians  fuch  a clap. 

As  tew  the  like  in  (lories  haue  bene  read. 

To  take  diree  times  fine  Gallies  at  one  tide, 
Andbarkes  and  boates  a thoufandmorcbeflde. 
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Behold  two  Sygifmonds  both  wife  and  graue, 
Mlftnfo  next,  whofe  fame  is  talkt  of  rife. 

With  his  fine  fonnes,  then  Hercles  that  fliall  haue 
The  king  of  France  his  daughter  to  his  wife. 

That  towards  him,  her  felfe  (hall  fo  behauc,' 

Shall  make  him  Hue  mofthappie  all  his  life, 
Hypolito  it  is  that  now  com  es  in. 

Nor  the  leaftpraife  and  glorie  of  his  kin. 
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FrancU  the  third,  ^Ifonfos  other  two. 

With  many  others  worthy  of  renowne. 

The  which  to  name  might  finde  one  wotke  to  do. 
From  Phoebus  riling  to  his  going  downe. 

Now  therefore  if  you  will  confent  thereto. 

Here  I will  end  and  fend  die  (pirites  downe; 

To  this  the  worthy  damfell  faid  not  nay. 

And  ftraight  the  ^irits  vanifht  all  away., 
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Then  Bradamant,  that  all  well  marked  had, 

Ofwhom  her  felfe  (hoiild  be  the  ancient  mother. 
Said  that  to  learnc  (he  would  be  verie  glad, 
what  two  thofe  were  that  differd  from  the  other, 
T ha  t came  with  backward  fteps  and  lookt  (b  fad, 
Vpon  the  good  Mfenjh  and  his  brother. 

Mtlyjfa  fght,  mifliking  that  fuggeftion, 

Tliat  moued  her  to  aske  fo  grieuous  queftion. 

And 
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And  then  as  in  a trance  thefe  words  flic  fpakCj 
I O thou  more  worthy  foiine  of  worthy  fire. 

They  arc  thy  blood  on  them  compaflion  take. 

Let  grace  allwagc  though  iufticc  kindle  ire: 

In  ihu  manHir  Then  vnto  hradnnunt  as  new  awake, 
tfMclyJftt  fpett-  j muft  (fjjd  (he)  deny  you  tliis  dcflrc, 

htfmu^esPir’  1 % ^o  more,  content  you  widi  the  fwcete, 
gtU  m Im  btoke  For ) ou  this  fower  morfell  is  not  mcete. 

•/■  of  y I 

Maxullm.  morrow  wl»en  the  funne  at  breake  of  day. 

With  light  lhall  dim  the  light  of  eu'rie  ftarre : 

1 mcane  my  fclfe  to  guid  you  on  your  way, 

So  as  I wilbe  fur'e  you  lhall  not  arre. 

The  place  whereas  your  loue  is  firft  to  ftay, 

[ Is  from  the  HJt  fca  ihorc  not  verie  farre. 

I That  were  you  paft  a mile  beyond  this  woo^ 

The  other  way  would  cafie  be  and  good. 

' Of  this  nights  ftay  the  damfcll  was  content. 

And  in  thecaue  with  her  flie  dothremairie. 

And  moft  thereof  m Merlins  toombe  ihe  fpent, 
Whofe voicewith  talke  didher  ftiU  entertainc: 
Emboldning  her  to  giue  her  free  confent, 

To  loue  where  ftie  fliould  fure  be  lou’d  againc. 
g3n  jhc  mefl'enger  of  day  to  cro, 
fimOu.  /<•>.  when  as  her  guid  and  Ihe  away  did  go. 
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The  way  they  went  was  darke  and  vnacccftiblc. 

By  fccret  vaults  andhollowes  of  the  hill, 

To  finde  it  out  had  bcene  a thing  impoflibic. 

But  with  a guid  of  knowledge  great  and  skill: 
Atlaftthey  came  vnto  a path  morepaflible. 

By  which  they  ceafe  not  to  afeend  vntill 
They  quite  had  left  the  darke  and  lothfomc  place. 
And  faw  the  bcames  of  Phabus  chearefull  face. 
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And  while  that  vp  this  hill  they  flowly  ftalke, 
Pauling  and  panting  ofr,  and  taking  wind. 

To  makelefle  wcarie  feeme  their  weric  walkc, 
Mtlyffa  ftiJl  doth  ftore  of  matter  finde. 

And  now  ofthis,andthenof  that  doth  talke. 

But  chiefl)'  Ibc  the  damfcllputs  in  minde. 

Of  her  how  he  had  bene  trained. 

Into  the  prifon  where  he  now  remained. 

I 

1 jitlant  th.at  ftrange  Magician  is  he, 

I That  holdeth  him  (1  triift)  vnto  his  coff, 

I But  had  you  Valins  ftrength  or  Mart  (quoth  flie) 

f ' And  eke  of  armed  men  a miglitie  hoft: 

: Yet  to  attemptby  force  to  let  him  free, 

Your  traucll  and  your  labour  all  were  loft. 
fAiMMM.  Artmuftbc  wonby  art,andnotby  might, 

i Force  cannot  free  your  wclbelouedknight. 

V . ■ 

’ For  firft  the  caftell  mounted  is  on  hie, 

Impregnable  with  wals  all  oner  ftceld. 

And  next,thehOrfehe  rides  hath  wings  to  flie, 

■ And  gallops  in  the  aire  as  in  the  field  : 

I And  lift  he  dazeth  eu'rie  mortall  eye. 

By  hidden  force  of  his  enchanted  Iheeld. 

; y With  light  whereofmens  fences  are  fo  dazed, 

W ith  fight  thereof  they  fall  downe  all  amaied. 
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In  all  the  world  one  oncly  meane  hath  becne. 

And  is  yet  ftill  to  workc  fo  rare  a feat, 

A ring  there  is  w hich  from  an  Indian  Quceiie, 

Was  Itolne  fometime,  of  price  and  vertuc  great:  The  ring  wm 
Tliisring  canmakca  mantogovnfeene,  /lolnefrom^ 

This  ring  can  allinchanrments  quite  defeat: 

King  ^gramant  hath  fent  his  fecretarie, 

\niol{pgero  this  fame  ringtocanic. 
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BruneHo  is  his  name  that  hath  the  ring,  ^ lUcbiaml' 

W icked  and  falfe,  but  poUitike  and  wife,  fifruart*. 

And  put  in  trull  efpeciallby  hisking. 

With  itRo^eroi  fafcic  todeuife, 

Which  fithi  wilh  nothe,butyou  fliould  bring. 

To  bind  him  to  you  by  this  enterprife, 

And  for  I would  not  haue  the  Turkc  protcflhim, 

Becaufc  1 know  he  greatly  doth  afteft  him. 
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Therefore  do  this:  when  you  do  meete  this  man, 

Whofe  markes  I wifh  in  memoric  you  beare, 

FI  is  ftattire  is  two  cubits  and  a fpan. 

His  head  is  long,  and  gray,  and  full  of  heare. 

His  nofe  is  Ihort  and  flat,  his  colour  tv  an. 

Beetle  browd,watric  eyd,but  not  with  teare. 

His  beard  growes  on  his  face  without  all  flint. 

And  to  ccmclude  his  looke  is  aD  a ^quint. 
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Now  when  as  you  this  comely  man  fliall  mcete. 

As  litre  you  fhall  within  a day  or  two. 

You  may  with  cui  teous  words  him  feeme  to  greet 
And  tell  him  partly  what  you  mcane  to  do:  / 

But  fpeake  not  of  the  ring  although  you  fcc't. 

For  fb  you  may  the  matter  all  vndo. 

Then  he  great  courtefie  to  you  Will  offer, 
andftraight  his  coir.panic  toyou  willprofcr. 
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But  when  vnto  the  caftlc  you  co.me  nye. 

See  that  you  fet  vpon  him  on  t he  way. 

And  take  away  the  ring  and  make  him  di«) 

Nor  giue  him  any  time,leaft  heconuay 
The  ring  into  his  mouth,  and  fo  thereby, 

Out  of  your  fight  he  vanifh  quite  away. 

The  worthy  damfcll  marks  her  fpc  aches  wcH. 

And  fo  the  one  the  other  bids  farewell. 
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Next  day  fhe  hapt  BruneHo  to  efpie. 

She  knew  him  ftraight,  flic  found  him  at  her  In, 

She  growes  to  que  ftion  with  him  by  and  by. 

And  he  to  lie  doth  by  and  by  begin. 

And  fhe  diflembles  to,  and  doth  deny. 

Her  countrie,ftock,and  name, and  fex  and  kin. 

Brunello  pleafantjy  doth  talke  and  tipple. 

Not  knowing  he  did  hault  before  a cripple. 
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Now  when  they  almoft  brokenhad  their  faft. 

She  marking  more  his  fingers  tlien  his  eyes. 

When  much  good  talk  berwcene  the  two  had  paftr 
The  moft  whereof  were  falfe  and  forged  1/cs, 

Behold  mine  hoft  came  vnto  them  in  haft. 

And  told  them  newes  that  made  themfooner  rife 
But  here  I meane  to  makea  linle  paufc. 

Before  I tell  what  was  thereof  the  caufe. 


Moral!, 


Storle. 


tetUrmind* 


^eaiofthit  ttt 
Meftutdivttria 
ledum*.  ^ 


ax  THE  THIRD  BOOKE 

Ih  thU  third  hcolf  in  Bradamail  c a worthy  ex*mf>lt  »f deuotkn^  thdl  in  her  ft  Jane  yr;ip,ap^Ad  rtctu  rje  U 

pruyer.I n the  ^reat  ^rteife  c/Hogero  and  Bradamant  hi*  poftentie  ’noble  mett  and  Gentlemen  hou  fesynay  take  com- 

fort of  their  yeriuottf  awe/iors  ^ (indthinitf  themfelues  bcloued  of  God,  and  bhjfedwithgreat  tempo-tali  bie^ngs,  if  them- 
felues  degenerate  not  from  their  worfity  forefathert,  ./tljo  we  may  mte  that  eommerdy  good  parents  Lringgordtltildien. 

^ nd  whereat  Mcly  (fa  brings  Bi  ada  m anc  ^ intricate  wayes  from  the  cane, and  injlru  fit  her  how  to  confound  A t'sntcs 
devifes,  it/hewes  l;ow  good  astd  god‘y  co'-^nfell  makis  menoueriome  all  troubles  , and  wahles  them  towitl.Jtand  aliwxkfd 
fraclifes..And  inthat  Bradamant  dtjfembles  )»/W>  Bruncllo  w*  may  gather  a lejjoa  , whichinthy  agewebeteoaptta 
learne,  namely, to  dijfemblew-th  diffendlers, 

Concerningthe  hijlorie  ofihit  bock^,  it  is  diners,  and  therefore  I meant  to  note  the  pihhdpallefl  of  them,  aefarreas  my  little 
reading  stable  to  dtfeotter  : and firjl for  Merlinc  (r<*/W  the  Engltjh  prcplset)  I k^'w  marnearehardofbelcefe,  andthinkf 
it  a meere  fable,that  is  writtenboth  of  his  birth,  of  hit  life,  and  cheftlyoj  hst  death  ;fcr  bit  bitth  , indeed  I beleeue  net  that 
he  was  gotten  by  an  Incubus  > yet  thepcffbUitie  thereof  might  beprooued  by  difciirfe,faue  it  were  too  tedsoste, and  perhaps 
too  full  of  ynmannerly  tetmts  for  this  place  : I rather  hildwith  thegreat  clarkf  BclJarmin,  that  f .ch  birth  is  either  impof- 
fihle,or  peculiar  to  the  great  ylntklnisi  w hen  hef.sdl  come.  But  concerning  his  Isfe,  that  there  was  fuels  a man,  a great  eoun- 
fellerto  Arthur,  / hold  it  certainetthathebadaca/lcll  in  lyiltfl.ire  called  after  him  MctYuis  burie,(ssow  Marlebo- 
row')itss  yeriglikfly  .•  the  oldruintswhercof  areytt  fiene  in  our  highway fom  Bath  to  London.  .Alfo  the  great  ficne  ofyn- 
mea  fur  able  bigntjfeand  number,  that  liefattered  about  the  place,  hauogiuenoccafion  to  fome  to  report,  and  others  to  beleeut 
Wondrous Jlratagems  wrought  by  hu  great  slfl  in  Magikf  , as  lik^wtfe  the  great  fiones  at  Stonage  cn  Salisburicplaine,  which 
the  ignorantpeopU beleeut  he  brought  out  esf  Ireland:  an-bindeed  the  wifer  fort  can  rather  matuell  at,  thentell  either  why  or 
Isew  they  were  fet  there.  But fr  the  manner  o fists  death  4nd  plac*  of  his  bscriall,itts  fo  diuerfiy  written  of,and  by fofindry 
countries  challenged,  as  a manmay  beholder  to  fay  that  all  of  them  are ftlfe,  tistnthat  any  of  tlsembe  true.  Some  wiUlsasie 
him  buried  in  Cernewatl , fame  in  lyalcs  (where  they  fay  he  was  borne")  A riofto  ^ I’oeticall  licence  ,mak(s  this  tombe fr  Isim 
in  France,  and  the  fiflionof  tl  * tombeistaltenof a former  fiSlioninljing  Arthurs  inaimly,  r/j4f  Merlin  excee- 

dingly  inleue  with  the  Ladit  of the  Lakf  ( to  braggeofhis  cunning  ) Jh.ewed  Iter  one  day  among  other  deicifcs  of  his,  a tcombe 
tisat  he  had  made,  of psfscient  capacitie  to  Isold  him  and  his  w>ife,  and  with  all  taugh  her  a cisaime,  which  bemgproncunced 
in  an  order  that  he  (hewed  her,  the  toombe  Would  cleft  andneuer  againe  be  opened  : fl  e Isauing  no  minde  to  I.  im,or  rather  in- 
deede flatly  hating  him, grew  oss  the  (idainey  trie  gams fsire  withhim,  andf.ewed  him  fame  estraordmarie  littdncjfe,  and 
inthe  end  for  want  of  better  paflime, Would  steeds  perfwade  him  to  piooue  ij  it  would  holdtlsemboth,  and  fo  of  red  her  ftlfe 
to  go  in  with  him,  he  fujfeclissg  nothing  lejfe  then  her  malichtts  purpofe,  went  fimplie  in  , and  fl  raight  (he  ftt,  t him  in  with 
thecouer,  assdbounditfofafl  with  theclsarmeas  will  neuer  more  he  loafed.  TisesI  tlyiught  good  to  fet  downefr  expounding 
the  ii.fiafl  eef this  booketht  plainer,  not  that  any  matter  herein  is  worth  the  noting,  without  it  be  to  warste  men  not  totcll 
fuch  danger  MS  flcrets  to  women , except  they  will  takf  occaflon  to  imitate  the  wifedome  of  Cuto  in  repemingit  afer,  -4nd 
thus  much  for  Merline  : the  leFl  of  the  bookf  is  in  a manner, all  a true  IsiTlorit,  and  is  a repeticionof thepedegrueof  Alfonfo 
dukeofTcrvisca,  withfomebriefetouchesoutof ancient  hiflorie:  of  their  great  exploit  es  in  Italy  : lie  e^pojtlicncfaliwhch 
I will  not purjue  at  length,as  being  need  ejfe  to  the  learned  that  haue  read  tisofe  flories,and net  yeriepleafant  to  the  ignorant^ 
Tfsr  ftmihar  to  our  nation  ff’lsereforel  will  onely  note  fome  yerie  few  of  them,  fuels  as  I tlsinkp  mofl  mcefaue,  and  cm, it  the 
rtsl,  or  referre  tisofe  that  be  deflrous  better  to  enforme  themfelues  to  fome  authors  where  they  may  reade  it  more  at  large. 

Rogero  finne  9/Bradamant,/»»-/  this  Rogero  fs  rrsuchjpokgn  ofinthU  whole  booke,  came  uri’f/i  Charles  the  great  inn 
Italy , where  amongother  ftntcian  Captaines  that  holpto  fupprejfe  Defiderius  king  of  Lomburdy.'this  Re  gero  was  th-uglst 
to  doe  fa  good  feriiice  , that  the  Lmperour  in  teward gaue  him  and  his  heires  the  Isenours  of  Calaon  a>sd  Efte  , necre 
"Padua, 

T he  vipers  came  to  be  the  creTl  *f the  P'icounts  of  Millasneby  this  accaflon , O;  ho  4 valiant  man  of  that  family , inthe 
tourney  that  Godfrey  *f Bullets  made  to  I erufalem,  called  the  holy  wa-.  res : did  fight  at  the  (lege  of  I eru filers:  hand  to  hand 
witbaneVoluce,  CattaineofthePanims,  and flewhim,who  to  make himfelfe more  tcrrMe,  didcarrieen  Isis  cnTl  a Isuge 
viper  deaowring  of  a child,  Euerflsice  in  memorie  hmetf  that  houfecarrits  thevyper, 

Beringarsj  of  this  name  there  were  tisree  , but  the  chiefe  manfment  here')  was  neplsewte  the  fit  ft,  and  cam.e  aftmthe 
death  ofhugra'tdfatlser  into  Italy  , and  preuailed fs  farre,  that  he  was  proclaimed  Auguftiis,  4m/  made  his  fi  nne  king  of 
Lombardie  with  title  ofkfng  ofUftnanes  : but  Agapinis  then  biftsep  ofI^me,called  in  Otho  king  of  the  ,^lmaints,to  deli- 
uer  Italy  fom  the  tyrannieoftheBcTm^iVS  tWi  Iso  ouercame  them, and  vfed  them  after  with  great  clemencie,  till  afterwai  d. 
they  feekingby  helpeofanyflsrpingPope  to  tyranssiXe  as  before,tlse  fame  Otho  came  againe,arsd  in  finedeftroyedthemboth, 
inwhich  itfeemes  hYoziitiaxodid  fome  great  feruice, 

O/FrederikeBarberoffa,  S^hzhicti^swriteththatlsemaintainedOfiatfuis  Ancipapa  (tryfurpingVope") agalnft 
h\G^ndct,by  which  great  b:  odes  grew  in  Italy,  and  much  blood ft.ed,and  that  the  omaines  were  fo  crujhedin  one  batted 
th"Sni  writ  ells  th^  would  neuer  be  able  againe  to  hold  vp  their  heads.  But  after  this  B arbarofl  a both  prof  cent  ed  by  his  eni- 
mfes,  and  punijhed  with  the  plague  in  his  campe,  was  glad  toflie  into  Ger  marry  : and  comming  backc  with  newforces,was  by 
the  confederates  vanquiftoed  and  quite  put  downe,  and  driuen  in  the  etsd  to  craue  Peps  Alexnnders  fauour.  Of  this  Alex- 
ander tlseP'eneciatss  make  great  boaYl  how  they  reflored  him,and  haue  the  ftori*  engauen  or  painted  in  cne  ofslseir  principal 
tljUTches : for  the  pope  fly  int^  thither  in  dtjguf  fed  apparcll , and  lining  clofely  in  tlse  towne  Uk^a  pocre  prieft,ancblemanone 
Ciano  difeouered  him,  and  made  him  be  greatly  Isonoured  by  the  wlsole  dttie,  by  whom,  as  is  afsrefn'de,  Ise  was  reftored. 

H’lsereas  the  two  fatlions  of  Guelfs  and  Ghebellines  tsjpokenof  (though  it  would  askf  a longdifcourfe  to  tell  the  ori^ 
nail  how  it  firft  gew')yet  fomewhat  I muft  needs fay  of  it : thefaflionfirTl  rofe  of  a difeord  betweene  two  Dutchmenin  Italy 
heingnaturallbrothers,tlsough  ymtaturally  fallingeiit , and  either  drawingparties  , it  grew  in  the  end  to  fuels  a faftionas 
iK*r^frSylla4»</Maaus,9rCefar4«</Pompey*ii^>w?,  nor  oursofLanedfier  and  Yetke  m England,  nor  any  other 
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gvowat  of religion  fir  Volhtt  c4i*fe  fotiier  befides  hath  bene  more  Violent, 

^Kifihrioa  notable  tyrant  i rrhom  one  Mulatto  a Tadoan  in  a tragedie  he  wrote,  affirtKOittJidueleenegoittnlytht 
Jill  ell  :Hh  crueltie  was  jiich  he  would  cut  rp  women  quich^  with  child jand  burned  at  one  time  1 looo  men  aiiue,  H e was  af- 
ter tabfn  prifener  and  dyed  of  famine. 

0/HerciiIcs  o/Eftc  as  the  fraifes  are  great  hegiues  him , fo  it  appeares  /»  Giiychardinc  they  are  WtUJeferued.  For 
when  Charles  the  eight  came  to  Italy  likp  a thunder  (^as  writers  of  thofe  times  call  him)  this  Hcrcu]cstt’i/fc  bis  prudent 
tarriage,fo  orderd bimfelfe  as  he  and  his  ccuntrie  efcaped that  tempefi. 

Concerning  the  yiflorie  that  this  Hippohto  had  of  the  F'enecians , I JJ.allhaut  more  occajiento  J^etdt^of  ttinthe^O, 
bookf. 

The  two  that  Bradamant  aslt^th  Mel)  fla  of,  were  brothers  to  AVenTodube  of  Ferrara  , their  names  are  Ferdinand 
and  l[.\lio,tbeforie  is  this.  Jt  happened  that  being  allyoung  men  , Hi^pohioandoneof  tbefe younger  brothers  fell  both  in 
hue  with  one  CurtefanJbutJJje  entertained  the  hue  oftheyounger  with  moU  kpndneffe-,  win  rupen  Hippo),  asbfd  her  one  day 
yerie  inTiantly,what  it  was  that  moued  her  to  prefer  his  brother  afore  him,  i^fse faid  it  was  his  bcauiifull  eye-^  whereupon 
Hippolito  made fame  of  bis  pages  to  thrufl  out  bis  eycs.?{ptwithfanding  he  afterward  recouered  his  gpes,  and finding  no  re- 
drefjfeby  complainingio  Alfoido , be  and  one  other  brother  ccnjpired  tobiUhim,  but  at  the  time  ofthe  execution  their  karta 
failed  them ; or  their  mindes  altred  : and  after  the  conjpiracie  being  difeouered,  th^  werebfptin  perpetuaU  prifin, 
uind in  this  be  aUudes  to  that  o/Marccllus  w Firgd,  Luftus  ne  qiiere  cuorum. 
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THE  ARGVJrfENT. 

Br adamant  oucrcomes  the  falfe  Magician, 
And  Jets  %ogerofree,Tvho  by  and  by 
Lcpt  on  a horfe  not  knowing  his  condition, 
lyho  bare  hint  quite  from  fght  of any  eye, 
Renaldo  failed  as  he  had  commijfion, 

T 0 England  v>ard,  but  borne  by  wind  atvrie. 
At  Calidon  in  Scotland  he  arrtued, 

TV  hen faire  ^enatratfoul  death  was  contriued. 


TbiirmhiraH 

ixiu/i  then  « 
frnfi  e/dtgem- 
hhni- 


ietner.ct. 


Stmt  tUffem- 
hltngshtue  bene 
timim;ndabU<it‘ 
>ieciffaiy,asthtt 
tfBrum  inTar. 
fmnui  time  to 
ptue  hittfilfe  fra 
the  tyrant. 
Crtttfandum  eii 
i cremfAiu. 


Cemttt  tr  bla- 
fiegflars  fertile 
mofi  part  caiifi 
peat  wandrmg. 


f Hough  he  thatvfcth 
craft  and  fimulaciott, 
Doth  fqcldome  bend  his 
aftes  to  honeft  ends. 
But  rather  of  an  cuill 
inclination, 

►His  wit  and  fkil  toothers 
mifchicfc  bends. 

Yet  fith  in  this  our  world- 
ly habitation. 

We  do  not  euer  dwell  among  our  frends, 
Doubtlefledifiembling  oftentimes  mayfauc. 
Mens  hues, their  fame  & goods,  and  al  they  haue. 
z 

If  man  by  long  acquaintance  and  great  proofe, 

To  tiuft  (bme  one  man  fcan  t can  be  allured. 

To  whom  he  may  prefent  or  farre  aloofe, 

Vtter  the  fecrets  of  his  mindc  aflured. 

Then  doth  this  damfell  merire  no  reproofe. 

That  with  Brmello  (to  all  fraud  inured) 

Doth  frame  her  fclfe  to  cotintetfait  a while. 

For  to  deceiue  dcceiiicrs  is  no  guile. 

Now  while  thefe  nvo  did  to  confer  begin, 

She  to  his  fingers  hauing  ftill  an  eye. 

The  hoft  and  other  feruants  of  the  Inne, 

Came  on  the  fodainc  with  a wofull  cric, 

And  forae  did  gaze  without,and  fomc  within, 

(As  when  men  fee  a Comet  in  the  fkie) 

The  caiifeof  tins  their  wondring  and  their  crying 
Was  that  they  faw  an  armed  horfeman  flying. 

4 

Straight  by  the  hoft  and  others  they  were  told. 


How  otic  that  had  in  Magikc  an  great  skill. 

Not  farre  from  thence  had  m.ade  a ftately  hojd. 
Of  fliining  fteele  and  plaft  it  on  a hill. 

To  which  he  bringeth  Ladies  yonng  and  old. 

And  men  and  maids  according  to  his  will. 

And  when  once  in  that  caftle  they  haue  bene. 
They  neuer  after  haue  bene  hard  or  feene, 

1 

No  fooner  canheipie  aprettie  maidc. 

But  ftaight  he  t^es  her  sqi  into  the  aire. 

The  which  his  cuftome  makes  them  all  aflfraid. 
That  either  are  or  thinke  that  they  be  fairc, 
Thofe  hardicknights  that  went  to  giuc  them  aid. 
Of  which  fort  many  hither  did  repaire. 

Went  like  the  beaftes  to  the  ficke  lions  den. 

For  all  went  in  but  none  retumd  agenc. 

6 

Til  is  tale  in  worthy  Bradament  did  breed, 

A kind  of  pleafurc  and  confufed  loy, 

Hoping,  as  after  (he  perform’d  indeed. 

The  fi^t  ofherbcloued  to  enioy, 

She  praid  the  hoft  procure  a gu  id  with  (peed, 

As  though  each  little  ftay  bred  her  annoy. 
Swearing  that  in  her  heart  (he  long* d to  wraftlc, 
With  him  that  kept  the  captiues  in  his  caftle. 

7 

Rather  then  you  fir  knightlhould  want  a guide, 
(BrmeUe  faid)!  will  my  fclfe  be  he, 

1 know  the  way  and  lomwhathaue  befidc. 

By  which  may  fortune  you  may  pleafur’d  be; 

He  ment  the  ring  of  force  and  vertue  tride, 
Althoughhementnot  fhethe fame fhould fee. 
Mercie  (quotliflie)  thatyou  will  take  thepaine. 
Meaning  hereby  the  precious  ring  to  gaine. 

C ij 


Sir, til. 

Horaett  omiwt 
te  aduerfur/t  fpe, 
Slantia  nulla  ri- 
tror/unu 
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Thus  each  from  other  hiding  their  cnccnr. 

Forward  they  fet  like  friends  by  breake  of  day, 
Britnelie  Ibmetime  formoft  ofehemwent. 
Sometime  behinde,as  chanced  on  tlie  way 
Now  had  they  certaine  homes  in  traucJlfpent, 
From  this  vie  » when  they  armed  where  the  caftcll  lay. 
one  may  (it  both  Whcras  mount  PyTene  ftands  aboue  the  plainc, 

the  one  /m  and  So  high  as  may  difeouer  France  and  Spaine*. 

die  other.  p 

when  as  the  caftell  did  in  light  appeare, 

So  ftrange,  fo  faire,fo  ftately  and  fo  hie. 

In  which  that  knight  whom  (lie  eftecm'dfo  dearc 
With  many  others, prifoner  did  lie: 

She  thought  her  fitteft  time  drew  veric  neare, 
To  take  the  ring,  and  make  hrutyllo  die. 
Wherefore  with  open  force  Ihc  doth  aflailehim, 
Whofe  ftrength  with  age  & fear  foone  gan  to  fade 
lo  (liim. 

Her  meaning  was  the  Caitife  tohauckild, 

But  vnto  that  her  noble  hart  faid  nay, 

Smal  praife  would  come  from  blood  lb  balely  IpiJd 
She  meanes  to  get  the  ring  another  way : 

But  firft  Ihe  bound  him  where  he  will'd  or  nill’d. 
And  though  with  teares  he  did  for  pittie  pray. 

Vet  left  flic  him  vnto  a tree  fall  tide. 

And  with  the  ring  awayflie  ftraight  did  ride. 

It 

And  being  in  the  greene  faft  by  the  towre, 

Straight  (as  the  falliion  was)  her  home  (he  blew, 
Out  came  that  armcdlcnight  that  prefent  hourc,. 
And  feeing  there  a challenger  in  view. 

He  feemeth  to  alfault  her  with  great  powre. 

But  by  the  ring  fhe  all  his  falfehood  knew. 

She  faw  he  carrid  neitherlivord  nor  liiearc. 

Nor  any  weapon  that  one  need  to  foare. 

12 

Onclvhe  carid  atht  fadcilebowc, 

A fliield  all  wrapped  in  a crimfon  cafe. 

And  read  a bookc  by’  which  he  m adc  to  Iho  w. 
Some  ftrange  and  llrong  illulions  in  the  place. 
And  manic  that  thefe  cunnings  did  not  know. 

He  had  decciu’d  and  tane  in  little  fpace. 
CaulIng%oth  Iwords  and  lances  to  appeare. 

When  neither  fword  nor  lances  them  were  neare. 

Oncly  the  beaft  he  rode  was  not  of  art. 

But  gotten  of  a Grilfeth  and  a marc, 

And  like  a GrifFeth  had  the  former  part, 

As  wings  and  head, and  clawestliat  hideous  .are. 
And  palling  ftrength  and  force  & ventrous  hart, 
But  al!  the  reft  may  with  ahorfe  compare. 

Such  beafts  astlrclethehds  of  Ryfe.e  yeeld 
Though  in  thefe  parts  they  haue  bene  feenc  but 
14  (feeld. 

Tliis  monftcr  rare  from  fartheftregions  brou^t, 
This  rare  Magician  ordred  with  fuch  skill. 

That  in  a monthe  or  little  more  he  tought, 
Thefauage  monfter  to  obey  his  will: 

And  though  by  coniurations  ftrange  he  wrought. 
In  other  things  his  fancie  to  f ulhll, 

(As  cunning  me  ftil  trie  each  ftrange  conclulion) 
Yet  in  tliis  Grifr'eth  horfe  was  no  collulion. 

% 


The  Ladie  faire  proteftedby  the  ring, 

Found  all  his  fleights  (although  fhe  feernd  notfo) 

Her  purpofe  to  die  better  paffc  to  bring. 

And  firft  flie  feemes  to  ward  a comming  blow. 

And  then  to  ftrike,  and  oft  to  curfe  the  wing, 

Tliatcarri’d  ftill  away  her  flying  foe. 

And  fith  to  fight  on  horfbacke  did  not  boote, 

She  focmes  asina  rage  to  light  on  footc. 

16 

The  Necromancer  as  his  manner  is, 

Difclofod  at  the  laft  his  fliining  fhield, 

Suppofing  that  the  vertue  would  notmifle. 

To  make  her  (asit  had  done  others)  yeeld: 

So  haue  I feene  a craftie  cat  erre  this,  Shmlt, 

Play  with  a fccly  nioufe  ofhoufc  or  feclJ. 

And  let  it  go  a while  for  Iport  and  play, 

But  kill  at  laft  and  bcarcit  quite  away. 

17 

I lay  that  he  the  cat,  the  other  mife, 

Rcfemblcd  had  in  cuerie  former  fight, 

Bu  t now  this  ring  had  made  this  one  fo  wife. 

That  when  ihe  faw  the  ftrange  enchanted  light. 

She fallcth not  offorce,but  ofdeuile,  SicarseULu 

As  though  flic  were  aftoned  at  the  fight.  wane. 

And  lay  like  one  of  life  and  fence  bercaiied. 

By  which  the  poore  Magiflan  was  deccaued 

18 

For  ftraight  he  lighted  from  the  flying  horfe, 

To  take  her  as  he  had  done  many  moc. 

The  flicild  and  bookc  in  which  was  all  his  force, 

He  left  behind  him  at  his  faddle  bowe. 

But  drinking  to  haue  found  afenc’leffc  corfe, 

Ama/dc  and  dead,  he  finds  it  nothing  fo. 

For  vp  flie  ftarts,  fo  quite  the  cafe  was  altred, 

Tliat  witli  the  cord  he  brought,  himfclfc  was  hal- 

19  (tred. 

And  when  with  thofefelfe  bonds  (he  had  him  tide. 

By  which  he  thought  before  her  to  haue  fnared, 

.she  ftrong  and  young,  he  witherd  old  and  dride, 

Alas  an  vnmeete  match  to  be  compared. 

Forthwith  determinig  he  ftiouldhaue  dide. 

To  ftrike  his  head,  from  flioulders  (he  prepared, 

TiU  flic  was  mou’d  to  mercie  withh’s  teares. 

And  with  die  fight  of  white  and  hoarie  hearcs. 

20 

For  when  he  faw  his  force  was  ouerlaid,  « 

And  that  her  ftrength  was  not  to  be  withftood. 

Pardon  my  life  6heauenlywight(he  faid) 

No  honour  comes  by  Ipilling  aged  blood.  Sentence. 

Which  words  to  mercie  mou’d  die  noble  maid, 

VVliofe  minde  was  alwayes  mercifiill  and  good. 

Then  why  he  built  the  caftell  (he  demanded. 

And  what  he  was  to  tell  her  him  commanded. 

21 

With  woftill  words  the  old  man  thus  replidc, 

I made  this  caftell  for  no  ill  intention. 

For  couctife  or  any  fault  befide. 

Or  that  I loued  rapine  or  contention. 

But  topreuent  a danger  (hall  betide, 

A gentle  knight  I framed  this  inueiition. 

Woo  as  the  heaues  hath  fliewd  me  in  ftiort  feafo. 
ShalldieinChriftianftateby  filthy  treafon. 
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named  is  this  worthy  youth, 

Whofc  good  and  faftic  faine  I would  adiiance, 
Mynamev/^r^4jjreis  to  tell  you  tiuth, 

1 bred  him  ofa  child,  till  his  hard  chance. 

And  valiant  mind  (that  breeds  alas  my  ruth,) 
With  JgramaM  cntift  him  into  France. 

And  1 that(lil:e  mine  ownc  child)alway  lou’dhim 
From  France  &danger  fain  would  ^haue  remou’d 
zj  (him. 

By  art  and  helpe  of  many  a hcllifh  elfc. 

This  caftle  for  i{o^er$  I did  build. 

And  tbokehim  as  I ment  to  take  thy  felfc, 

Btit  that  with  greater  art  1 was  beguild, 

From  daintie  fare,  and  ocher  worldly  pelfe, 
Becaufe  he  fliould  not  thinke  hinifclfe  exild. 

For  companie  1 brought  him  worthy  wights. 

Both  men  and  women,  Ladies  faire  and  Knights. 
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They  haue  all  plcntic  of defired  pleafure, 

I bend  to  their  contentment  aJlmy  care. 

For  them  1 Ipend  my  trauell  and  my  treafure, 
Muficke,  gay  clothes  and  games,&  daintie  fare 
As  hart  can  think,&  mouth  require  with  meafurc, 
Rcdie  for  them  wirhin  this  caftle  are. , 

Well  had  I trauell’d,  well  my  time  beftowed. 

But  you  haue  maid  the  fruits  tliat  I had  fowed, 

2J 

But  ifyour  mind  be'gratious  as  your  looke. 

If  ftonie  hart  bide  not  in  tender  breft. 

Behold  I offer  tliee  my  ftiield  andbooke. 

And  flying  horfe,  and  grant  my  iuft  requeft. 
Some  two  or  tlirec,  or  all  the  knights  1 tooke, 

1 giue  thee  free,  let  but  I^pgtro  reft. 

Whofe  healthjwhofe  wealch,whofe  faftySc  welfare 
Haue  euerbeenc  (and  eiier  fliall)  my  care. 
z6 

Your  care  (quoth  ftie)  is  verie  illbeftowne. 

In  thraldome  vile  to  keepe  aworthie  wight. 

As  for  your  gifts  you  offer  but  mine  owne, 
Sithbymy  conqueftyouare  mine  in  right : 
Thofe dangers  greatyoufay  to  be  forefliownc. 
And  vpon  him  in  time  to  comemuft  light. 

With  figures  caft  and  heauenlv  planets  vewed. 
Cannot  be  knowne  or  cannot  be  efehewed. 
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How  can  you  othersharmes  forefec  fo  farre, ' 

And  not  preuent  your  ownc  that  were fo  nyc? 
Certaine  1 flialifuppofe  your  art  doth  arre. 

And  for  the  reft  tire  end  the  truth  ftiall  tricj 
Now  I intend  your  matter  all  to  marre. 

And  that  before  thefe  bonds  I will  vntie. 

You  fhall  fet  free  and  loofe  your  pnfners  all. 
Whom  in  this  caftell  you  detained  thralL 
zS 

When  as  the  poore  ./ftlant  was fo  diftreft, 

That  needs  he  muft  for  feare  and  dread  obay. 
And  that  this  fame  imperious  dames  beheft, 
Coiildneither  bearc  deniall  nor  delay. 

To  do  as  ihc  commands  he  deemes  it  beft. 

And  therefore  takes  th’inchanted  place  away. 

He  breakes  fomc  hollow  fuming  pots  of  ftone, 
Andftraiglit  thewalles&buildmgs  alwerc  gone. 
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Tliis  donc,himfclfc  eke  vaniflit  oUt  of  fight. 

As  did  the  caftell  at  that  prefent  hower. 

Ladies  and  Lords,  and  many  a worthy  knight. 
Were  ftraight  releaft  from  his  enchanted  power. 
And  fbme  there  were  had  taken  fu  ch  delight. 

In  thofe  fo  ftatcly  lodgings  of  that  tower. 

That  they  efteenfdthat  libertic  apaine. 

And  wifht  that  pleafant  flaueric  againc. 
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Here  w’ere  at  freedome  fet  among  the  reft, 

S4cr<«^rt/if,andGr4d4jUokingsby  name,  ; , 

TraJylJo  and  I roldo  diat  from  th’Eft, 

Into  this  countrie  with  came. 

Here Br adamant iound  him  fhc  louedbeft. 
Worthy  Bs^ero  of  renowned  fariie : 

Who  after  certaine  notice  of  her  had, 
fhew’d  that  to  fee  her  he  was  verie  gW. 
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As  one  of  whom  he  great  account  did  make. 

And  thought  himfclfe  toher  moft  highly  bound. 
Since  fhc  put  of  her  helmet  for  his  fake. 

And  in  har  head receau’d  a grieuotis  wound, 
Twerelong  to  tell  what  toile  they  both  did  take. 
Both  night  and  day  each  otherto  haue  found, 

But  till  this  prefent  time  they  had  no  meeting. 
Nor  giuenby  word  nor  writing  any  greeting. 
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Now  when  before  him  prefqbt  he  beheld. 

Her  that  from  danger  hjid  nim  foie  redeemed, 
His  h art  with  fo  great  ioy  and  mirth  was  fild. 

The  happieft  wight  on  earth  himfelfe  he  dccraet^ 
And  criftall  teares  from  her  fair  e eyes  diftJd, 
Embracinghim  whom  fhe  moftdeare  eftcemed. 
As  oft  we  fee  a ftrong  and  fodaine  paflion, 
Bringforth  effefts  quite  of  another  fafhion. 
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The  GrifFcth  horfe  the  while  Vpon  the  plainc. 

Stood  with  the  target  at  his  faddle  bow. 

The  damfell  thought  to  take  him  by  the  raine. 
But  he  then  mounteth  vp,  andlikeacrowc, 

Chaft  by  a dogge,  forthwitli  defeends  againe. 
And  ftandeth  ftill,  or  foarcth  verie  lowc. 

And  whe  that  fome  come  nic  in  hope  to  take  liim 
He  flies  away  drat  none  can  ouertake  him. 
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But  neere  vnto  l{»*ero  foone  he  ftaide. 

Which  by  Atlanta!  care  was  fble  procured. 

Who  for  Bpgeros  danger  was  aftraid. 

Thinking  his  faftie  neuer  well  affured. 
Wherefore  he  fent  this  monftcr  for  his  aid. 

And  by  tliis  meanes  from  Europe  him  allured. 

To  his  welfare  his  cares  and  thoughts  he  bendeth^ 
Him  to  preferue  andfuccour  he  entendeth. 

3?  ' 

from  his  horfe  forthwith  alighted, 

(The  horfe  he  rode  on  was  Frontyno  named) 

And  with  this  flying  horfe  was  fo  delighted, 

That  though  hefaw  him  wanton  and  vntamed^ 
Yet  vp  he  Icpt,  and  foone  was  fore  afrighted. 
Finding  he  would  not  to  his  mindc  be  framed. 
For  in  the  aire  the  Griffeth  foarde  fo  hie. 

As  doth  the  Faulcon  that  at  foulc  doth  flic, 
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The  damfcll  fairc  that  now  beheld  her  deare, 
Carride  away  by  force  of  monfters  wing : 

Was  forrow&ll  and  of  fo  heauie  chcarc. 

That  to  their  courfe  her  wits  (he  fcant  could  bring 
The  talc  of  G«»»Jf«««(lhe  once  did  hcare, 

Whom  Poets  fame  to  tend  thcheauenly  king. 
She  doubts  may  true  of  her  Ilpgtro  be, 

That  vyas  as  comply  and  as  faire  as  be. 
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As  long  as<yefighc  could  at  allprcyailc. 

So  long  (he  vicwd  Irirn  ftiU  in  all  and  part: 

But  when  his  diftancemade  thcligh^jco  fade, 
AtleaAlhe  foUowdhimin  mindc  and  hart, 

To  fob,  to  figb,  to  weepe,  lament  and  waile. 

She  neuerloues  dicfc  chances  ouerthwnrt. 

And  feeingplaine  hej  loiie  and  (lie  were  parted. 
She  tooke  troniyny  and  away  departed. 

38  , 

Now  was  l{ngera  mounted  vp  lo  hie, ' 

He feerad  to  be  a mote  orlittlepricke. 

No  man  couldplaine  diftinguiflr  him  by  eye, 
Except  his  lieht  were  palfing  line  and  quickc  : 
AUfouthCTlynis  Grifheihhorfedochfltc, 

7 Was  ncuer  iade  tliat  feru’d  man  Aich  a trickc) 
But  let  him  on  his  way  God  (peed  him  well, 

For  of  Rsnaldo  fomwliat  I mult  tell. 
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Who  all  the  while  With  raging  tenlpeft  ftriu  cd. 
Borne  where  himfelfc  nor  no  man  elfe  did  know. 
By  cruell  llormie  winds  and  weather  driued. 
That  day  es  and  nights  furceafed  nop  to  blow. 

At  laft  in  Scotland  werie  he  ariued. 

Where  woods  ofCallydony  firft  do  fliow, 

A famous  wood  wherin  in  times  of  old, 

Brauc  deeds  were  done  by  ventcous  knights  and 
40  (bold. 

Here  haue  thofc  famous  knights  great  honour  wane. 
At  whofe  rare  worth  the  world  it  felfc  did  wonder, 
Heie  were  moll  valiant  aftes  atchiii’d  and  done. 
By  knights  tliat  dwelt  there  neere  or  far  a funder. 
And  many  a man  hath  here  beene  quite  vndonc, 
whofe  feeble  force  his  enimie  was  vndcr. 

Here  were  as  proued  is  by  ancient  charter. 

The  famous  T nTirttnt,  L ancellot  and  ,4rther. 

At  this  fame  wood  {{ertaldo  from  liis  fleet, 

Mounted  on  fimous  Bayards  backe  did  part. 

He  points  his  men  at  Barwickehim  to  meete. 

The  while  himfcife  alone  with  valiant  hart, 
Sometime  on  horsbacke,fometime  onliis  fecte. 
Marched  in  minde  to  do  fomc  worthy  part. 

But  feeing  now  tire  night  came  on  fo  faft, 

Vntq  an  Abby  he  rcpaires  at  laft. 

The  Ablxit  and  his  Monkcs,with  comly  grace. 

As  holy  mcnofhumain  manners f killed. 

Welcome  and  in  little  fpace. 

With  coftly  fare  his  emptie  ftooiake  filled. 
hstuddo  ftraight  enquired  of  the  place, 

What  feats  of  armes  had  there  bene  late  fulfilled. 
And  where  a man  by  valiant  aftes  may  fhow. 
Whether  he  do  ddenie  dilpraifc  or  no., 


They  faid  that  in  that  wood  and  foreft,  findc 
Aduentures  ftrange  and  feats  of  armes  he  might 
But  as  the  place,  fo  are  the  adions  blinde. 

That  oft  their  doings  neuer  come  to  light, 
Butif(fay  they)  we  may  perfwade  your  minde, 
Attempt  an  adion  worthy  of  akni^t, 

I . , Where  if  you  palTe  the  p^l  and  the  paine, 
Etemall  fime  lhall  vnto  you  remaine. 

For  if  you  would  performe  an  ad  indeed. 

Whereby  great  name  and  honour  may  be  wonne 
Then  this  would  be  the  beft  and  noblcft  deed. 
That  late  or  long  time  paft  was  euer  done. 

Our  princes  daughter  ftandeth  now  in  need. 

Of  great  defence  a danger  great  to  (hunne. 
Againft  aknight  by  name, 

.Thatfcckcs  her  life  totakcaway  andfamc. 

Thiskaight  hath  her  vnto  the  king  accufed, 

1 thinkc  of  maliice  rather  then  of  right. 

That  he  hathfeenc  how  flic  her  feJfc  abufe.l. 

And  clofdy  tooke  her  louer  vp  by  night. 

Now  by  the  lawes  that  in  thisland  are  vfed. 
Except  fhc  haue  a champion  that  by  might. 
Within  a month  i(#rf<ww*proouc  a Iyer, 

She  fh.'ilbc  ftraight  condemned  to  the  fire. 
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The  Scottifh  law  that  breedeth  all  this  ftrife. 
Appoints  that  all  of  bafe  or  better  fort. 

That  take  a man  except  (lie  be  his  wife, 

A nd  (pends  her  time  with  him  in  ymtos  (port. 

By  cruell  torment  finhh  (liall  her  life. 

Except  (lie  find  fomc  knight  that  will  fupport, 
That  the  the  beynousfad  hath  nor  committed. 
But  that  inlaw  foe  ought  to  be  acquitted. 
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The  kingforfaire  Gtnenra  takes  great  thought, 

Both  for  her  fafcic  and  her  eftimation. 

Seeking  by  all  good  meanes  that  may  be  wrought. 
For  her  drfcncc,  and  maketh proclamation. 

That  by  whofe  helpefrom  danger  the  is  brought, 
(Prouided  he  be  one  of  noble  nation) 

Shall  haue  the  goodly  damfell  for  his  wife, 

With  linings  large  to  keepe  him  .ill  his  life. 
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But  if  within  this  month  thatnow  enfuthe, 

(So  little  rimefor  her  defence  is  left  her) 

No  knight  will  come  that  will  defend  her  truth. 
Then  friends  and  fame, and  life  wilbe  bereft  lier. 
This  enterpnfe  would  much  comend  your  youth. 
The  praife  whereof  would  laft  a great  while  after. 
Andfrom  Mlanttu  pillers  vnto  Indc, 

A fairer  Ladie  you  lhall  ncuer  findc. 
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Now  then  befide  the  honour  and  the  praife, 

To  haue  a ftate,  may  make  you  hue  content. 

The  Princes  louc  (thathelpech  many  wayes) 
Whofe  honour  now  is  halfe  conliim’d  and  (pcnc. 
Againe  true  knights  (hould  helpc  at  all  affay  e>. 
When  any  harme  to  Ladies  fairc  is  menc. 

The  verie  law  ofknighthood  doth  command  you, 
To  grant  diis  aid  chat  we  do  now  demautid  you. 

^naldt 
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^luJJo  pawfd,and  after  thus  he  fpake, 

Why  then  faid  he,  muft  a fairc  damfcll  dia^ 

That  for  her  true  and  feerct  loners  lake, 
Didcondcfccnd  within  his  armes  to  lie? 

Curft  be  the  men  that  Inch  a law  did  make: 

Curft  be  the  men  that  nieane  to  hue  therby. 

Nay  rather  point  a punilhment  and  paine. 

For  fuch  as  do  their  louers  true  difdainc. 

Ji 

Whether  Genewra  had  her  frend  or  no, 

I ftand  not  now  the  matter  to  defeide, 
Ycalwould  praifehcrhadlhe  done  itfo, 

Thatby  hertoes  it  hadnot  bene  efpide. 

Be  as  be  may,  my  meaning  is  to  go, 

To  fight  for  her  if  1 may  haue  a guide, 

That  will  but  flicwme  where  is  her  accuTer, 

And  I fhall  quickly  prone  he  doth  abufc  her. 

Ji 

I know  not  if  the  fad  fhe  haue  committed, 

Nor  can  1 fay  m tliis  the  certame  furc: 

But  this  I fay,  ir  ought  to  be  remitted, 

Rather  then  ilic  fliould  punillimcnt  endure. 
Further  I fay  they  were  but  meanly  witted. 

That  did  fo  ftraight.a  ftatutc  firft  procure. 

Alfo  I fay,  this  law  they  ought  recall. 

In  place  therof  a better  to  cnftalL 
^ S3 

Sith  like  delire  the  fancies  doth  pofTefle, 

Both  of  the  male  and  of  the  female  gender. 

To  do  that  thing  that  fooles  count  great  cxccfTc, 
And  quench  the  flame  that  Cupid  doth  ingender. 
To  graunt  the  men  iTiorefcope,thc  women  Iclfc, 
Is  law  for  which  no  reafon  we  can  render. 
Menvfing  many  neuer  are  afhamed, 

Women  that  vfe  but  one  or  two  are  blamed. 
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This  law  1 fay  is  partial!  and  naught. 

And  doili  to  women  plainc  and  open  wrong, 

I trull  in  God  they  fhall  be  better  taught. 

And  tliat  this  law  fhall  be  reuokt  er  long. 

The  Abbot  and  his  monks  in  word  and  thought, 
A lowd  Kfnaldoi  fpecch,both  old  and  yong: 

They  all  condeme  the  law,  and  partly  blame. 
The  king  that  may,  and  mendeth  not  the  fame. 
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Next  morning  when  I^mtUdo  doth  perceaue. 

The  Sunne  appcare,&  ftarres  tlieir  heads  to  bide. 
He  thanks  themfor  his  cheace,and  takethicauc. 
Taking  a target  bearer  for  his  guide. 

For  feare  left  vnknown  paths  fhould  him  dcceaue. 

' Him  fclfc  all  armed  doth  on  Bayard  ride. 

Toward  die  Scoitilh  court  he  goes  a ftraunger. 
For  to  defend  the  damfellfaire  from  daungcr. 

5^ 

And  for  they  thought  to  take  a way  more  nyc. 

They  Icaue  the  common  way  a mile  or  twainc, 
When  fuddcnly  they  heard  a-pitcous  cryc, 

W ell  like  to  one  that  feared  to  be  flainc, 
Inhafltheyfpurretheirhorfeobyandby,  : 1 
Toward  thevale,  andlooking  downe  the  plain^ 

A mayd  betwcenc  two  murderers  they  faw, 

That  meant  to  take  her  life  againft  all  law, 
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The  caitiucs  put  the  damfcll  in  great  feare. 

Shewing  that  they  were  come  to  end  her  dayes: 
Which  made  her  weep,and  »h«d  ful  many  a tcare. 
To  mouc  their  minds  fhe  trycthmany  wayes, 
And  though  the  fad  a while  theydid  forbeare. 
Yet  now  they  had  remoued  aljuklayes. 

When  as  l{tnaldt  came  vnto  her  ayd. 

And  made  the  malefadors  fore  sicayd. 

y8  1 

Away  they  fled,  and  left  the  weiich  alone, 

For  dread  of  death  appald,  and  fore  affrighted: 
Who,  all  her  caufe  of  danger  and  of  m.one, 

Vnto  Kftyddo  ftraight  would  haue  recited. 

But  fo  great  hafl  he  makoth  to  be  gone. 

He  gaue  no  eare , nor  from  his  horfc  allightcd. 
But  to  enfue  theioumey  firft  afligndhim,  ^ 
He  caufdthc  guide  to  take  her  vp  behind  him. 
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And  now  on  horfebacke,  marking  well  her  face. 

And  markingmorc  her  gefturc  and  behauour. 
Her  pleafing  ^ccch,  and  modeft  fober  grace. 

She  now  had  won  a great  dcale  more  his  fauour. 
And  after  he  liad  rode  a litle  Ipace, 

To  tellhethard  aduenture  he  wouldhaue  her; 
And  (he  began  with  humble  voyce  and  low. 

As  more  at  large  hereafter  1 will  ihow. 


In  this  fotsrth  diffemUin^  is  praifeJ,  may  note  in  what  fort  and  with  what  prrfons  it  h aSowahU,fieiug 

generally  in  it  fife  it  is  amofl  vnnoble  and  vnworthie  qualitie.  In  that  Bradamant  by  the  rin^  doth  difeoutr  Atlantas  i/L- 
ehaantments,  andfruflrate  all  his  purpofe , we  may  noie,  how  reafon  temperedwith  courage,  preuaiies  id  the  ontrtlmw  of  all 
deceipts  and  fubtiil  fnaflifes.  I n Rogero,  that  was  caried  away  yitwaresby  the  winged  horfe,wc  haue  tin  example, to  malf 
ys  takf  heede  of  rajh  and  vnaduifed  ent  erprifes.  In  Rcnaldos Jpeeih , condemning  the  rigor  of  the  law  , that  adulter  ie  Was 
p-srufhedhy  death  in  women  rather  then  in  men,  as  we  may  with  himiujlly  miflibf fuch  pariialitie  inlawes: fo  we  may  note  the 
maner  andphrafe  ofjpeech  of  young  gentlemen  ( as  Renaldo  was)that  mabp fo  light  of  their  fweet  finne  oflecherie,  as  they 
call  it, not  regarding  how  fower  heattie  puwjhment  hangs  ouer  it, and  what  afoule  reproch  it  is  to  both  fixes,  alnd fi  much  for 
the  merall. 

For  the  Hiflorie  of this  bootee , htle  is  to  befaidofthetime  e/Charlcs  the  great,  bccaufe  the  hookg  digreffetb  to  other  mat~ 
ters.- but  whereas  mention  ismade  of  Calledonforreft  in  Scotland,  andoflfng  hrdmv  his  kfights,!  thought  it  not  amijfi,(is 
in  the  former  lookp  I toldyou  what  1 thought  ofMerlin  that  was  Arthurs^cMt  counfeller,fo  now  fimewhat  to  touch  as  the 
/pace  will  permit,  the  reports  that  are  true  and  probalde  of  king  Arthur.  It  is  generally  written  and  belecued , that  this  Av- 
thur  was  a notable  yaliant  and  religious  'Prince,and  that  begouerned  this  I land  iti  that  rude  age.with  great  Icue  of  his  people 
and  honor  of forratne  nations, he  instituted  an  order  of kftights  of  the  roundtable  onely  (as  it  fiemsfiffime  meriment  of  hun- 
ting,or fame  pleafant  exercifis,  Hewashsmfilfeof /iatureyerie  taU,a£  appeares  by  tl>e  proportionofhim,  left  (as  they  Cay 
herein  our  count)  ty  ofSomerfii^  in  a doore  of  a Cburcbby  thefamam  Abbey  »f Gla/feiJn*rie,i»  which  Abbey  his  wifi  queene 


Moral^. 


Hiftorle. 


fMuUn'Srita-' 
tnt.i/idt  Somtf 
fa. 


Allegoric. 


3®  * THE  FOVRTH  BOOKS 

Gueneuer  Wm  iutKdy  4nd}»tthlt$  our  memorie  tal^n  yf  in  a coffin,  with  her  btdte  and face  Inp.twplmnly  to  be  diftrmd, 
font  theyerietip  of  Iter  HofeiOidmerfedwellii^  thereabout  hauereported.  Butwhat  maner  of  deathb^ng  Ai^^m  iimfelfe 
died,  it  it  doubt  full , and  that  which  th^  report  feemes  truer  ely  fabuhut , namely  that  he  wm  earned  away  ,n  a bar^efrom  a 
bridge  called  Tomperles,  neare  thefaid  Giajfenburie,and  fo  conuayed  by  ynlc^wnt  per  Cons,  (or  by  the  Ladie  oj  the  lobe)  ifith 
promift  to  bring  Itirn  bachp  one  day  : rpou  whidt  itfeemes  thefoolijh  people  grounded  their  yaine faying[King  Arthur  comes 
againe.)  . ^ , 

FermypartI  confe/fe  npn  felfe  to  hautbmemoreinquifitiite  of fuch  trifles  thenawifcrmanrctitldiond  yewin"  that  bridge 
and allthot country  dbout  Glaffienburityl.fee good  reafon  toguejfe,  that  allthaltountrey  whi<h,n-W.Wtcall  our  moores(and 
*t  reduced  to  profitable  arsdfrrtilegymnd)wef  fotnetimertcoueredflom  thefea,and  might  b{  nauigableypto  Glaffifburir  in 
thofe  times  : and  fo  I fuppof ; thefaid  li(ng  being  drewnd  there  by  fame  mtfhapyand  being  well  bfweed  of  the  peo’'le,fun:efay- 
tud  (to  content  tJuir  mindes  ) that  he  woe  but  gone  a title  Way  and  would  come  againe,  as  (Ire  Senate  of  Borne  , haMlnr  k^lpc^d 
Romulus  forhistyrawtie  ,deuifedatale  of  I k^ow  not  what'^sen^.mt  to  mahe  tire  people  belceuehe  was  turned  toa'go.1. 
’’  M.Camdcn  thebefi  antujuark  of  our  tinttsWriteth  that  king  Arthurs  bodte  woe  talcpt  ip  attlieforefteidGlaffenl/ime  ut 
• the  time  ofifng  Henrie  t/;«  fecond,  whkhin  deedt  is  mofi  credible , as  he  tlrereprcuetb.  But  tins  f cctfuhtile,  that  tins  T.nnct 
was  fo  worthie  a man  in  bis  time,as  notowly  true  hiftories  hauegreatly  recommfnded lo  the  pofifiptie,but  almofl  all potlicall 
W)-ittrs  that  hautbene  fierce,  Iraue  mentiomd  this famous  Tritte  Arthur  of  England,  as  a perfonrf  witom  no  notable  exploit 
was  incredible, and  thusmuchfor  hingAixhm.  h'k:','  i 'I 

For  tIreudUegorie  of  this  bdokp  much  miffirt  be ftid  (/"  Atlantjtf  bisjrerfe^nd  his  field, but  1 will  tify  teutb  whet  I tlrinbp 
win  betlreughtmofi  worth  the  noting,  and  let  paffe  the  reft  for  each  manspriuate  conceipt.  Allcmt  by  maty  of  his  ^eftnres  and 
aflions  here jpedfied,  maypgnifie  Cupid,  or  that  fond  fanck  that  we  call  loupe  anfi  wirertas  he  tal^esrf  faelt  iraue  Caplaities 
andfouldiers,  as  well.as  women  and  weakfling;.  Itfeemet  confonant  to  that  pretie  fantafisekf  yer/e^Qitid. 

Militat  oinnis  amans&  habet  fiia  caftra  Cupido, 

./ill  louerswarriours are,  and  Cupid  hath  Jnscampe. 

Furder  the  wings  of  this  ftraunge  beafl  called  the  Griphitir  Irorfe,  agree  with  P etrarks  deftription  of  Cupids  winy, 

Sopra  gli  homeri  haiiea  fol  due  grand’  ali,  di  color  millc,  j 

Fpon  htsfrauldtrs  were  two  miglrtiewings,  oftiroufand  eoulidrs, 

Aiimttaketyandimprifons  tirofe  hetaket.Loue  u as  clffie  arrdinextrtcable  aprifpnas  hit. 

The  wayes  to  Atlants  caflell  are  defcribtd  to  be  craggie,  headlong,  and ynpleafantSstch  he  the  wayes  of  tlratpafficn.T he 
caftell  is  faid  to  be  placed  in  the  middle  of  a rockie  moutnaine  clouen  in  funder  , by  wltkh  u meant , that  thufoUy  we Jpeaftp  of 
poffitffithyt,anddwtlsinys  mofl  of  allabout  the  middieofouv  age,  as  T>Aatfaith, 

Nclmeiio  del  camin  di  noftra  vita, 

, Mirctrouai  prrvnafeluaofcura, 

Che  la  dritta  via  era  finarrita. 

y F hileyet  my  life  was  in  Jrer  middle  race, 

^ I feund,l  wandredin  adarkefomewood, 

T Ire  right  way  loft  with  mine  rnftediepa^e, 

Thu  if  tbatwandringwood  of  which  the  dolefuU  Pctrz^ccomplainesfooften  in  thofe  hii/weet  mourmugfoneti, in  which  ht 
feemes  »e  hau*  tomprehended  aU  the  paffions  that  all  menofihat  Im-rryrur  hone  felt.  Arsd  thu  hefauhof  U. 

Ond'  lofon  fatto  vn’  animal  filueftro, 

Che  CO  pie  vaghi  folitari  e lafli, 

Porto  il  cor  graue,  e gli  occlii  humidi  c bafllj 
Al  mondo  che  e per  me  vn  deferto. 

Thusl  amgrowne,afauagehetfii andyyld,  ' 

T hat  ft  ill  with  watslring  tbeps  and  folitarie, 
beanie  heart  and watred  eyes  docarie, 

./ibout  the  world  which  is  n.y  fotreft  wyld, 

\Alfo  whereas  it  U faid  whatpleniie  of all  pleafures  they  had  in  Atlantas  cafteli , itftgnifieth  that  delicious  fare  andfuch 
EpicmiaH  and  idle  life,  are  the  chief e nurfes  oftJrisfond  ajfedlion,  according  to  that  filing  of Quid, 

Otia  fitoUas  periere  cupidinis  arcus, 

Contemptaeque  laccnc  & fine  luce  faces. 

T al^  idlenejfeaway,  and  o ut  ofdout, 

Cupids  bow  breakes,  and  all  his  lamps  go  out. 

Finally,  the  fortification  of the  caftle,  the  fuming  pots  offione,  the  feituation  arid  height,  and  euery  thing  tln-t  is  faid  of  the 
man,  tlrehsrfe  ,ththoufe,tbe  fhield,  arefoeafie  to  ynderfiand  inallegoricall  fence  , as  I tbinkp it  needUjJe  to  proceeds  ame 
furder  in  thu  matter. 

For  aHufions  I findlifle  to  be  faid,faue  of  Gencura  herfeife,  which  I wi&  referue  to  the  mxi  book^. 


AUufioR. 
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THE  ARGVMENT. 

T)alinda  tels  r?hat  Jlcights  her  T>uke  demfecly 
T 0 qet  with  fair e Geneura  reputation, 
Lurcanio  of  his  brothers  fall  adui fed, 

Acctifih'  her  publiklt  offornicattcn. 

A kinght  vnknowne  in  armour  blacke  difguifed, 
(fames  and  withfands  Lurcanios  accufatton, 
VnttH%enaldo  made  all  matters  plame. 

By  whom  the  vmuji  Duke  was  tufily  jlaine. 


mart  at 

lirgt  tn  d't  end 
af  the  boei^e  ef 
tbi  mardU. 


S. Pilule  eallab 
mariage  ly  the 
Suioninuof  the 

UAvndefiledt 


E fee  the'  reft  of  lining 
creatures  all, 

Both  bird's  & beafts  that 
on  the  earth  do  dwell, 
Line  moft  in  peace , or  if 
they  hap  tobral', 

The  male  and  female  ftil 
agreeth  well. 

The  fierce,  the  faint,  the 
greater  nor  the  fmall, 
Againft  the  law  ofnamre  will  rebel]. 

The  fan  age  Lions,bcares,and  buls  moft  w)’ld, 
Vnto  their  females  ihew  themfelucs  moftmyld. 

2 

What  fend  of  hell, what  rage  raines  here  fo  rife, 
Difturbing  ftiU  the  ftatc  ofhumane  harts? 

How  comes  it  that  we  find  twixt  man  and  wife, 
Continuall  iarres  bred  by  iniurious  parts? 

The  vndcfiled  bed  is  fyldc  by  ftrife, 

And  tears  that  grow  of  words  vnkind  and  thwarts; 
Nay  eft  all  care  and  feare  is  fo  exiled, 

Their  guiltie  hands  with  blood  haue  bene  defiled, 

, 3 

No  doubt  they  arc  accurft  and  paft  all  grace, 

And  fuch  as  haue  of  God  nor  man  no  feare. 

That  dare  to  ftrike  a damfell  in  the  face, 
Orofherhead  to  miniihbutaheare. 

But  who  with  knife  or  poifon  would  vnlacc. 

Their  line  of  life,  or  fleih  in  peeces  tearc. 

No  man, nor  made  of  flefh  and  blood  I deeme  him 
Butfurelbme hound ofhell  I do efteemehim. 

4 

Such  were  thefe  diccucs  chat  would  the  damfell  kill. 


That  by  ^n/tld«s  comming  was  recoucred. 

They  fecretly  had  brought  her  downe  the  hill. 
Hoping  their  fafi  could  ncuer  be  difcoucred. 

Yet  fuch  is  God,ro  good  his  gracious  will. 

That  when  Ihelookedleaft  Ibe  was  deliuered. 

And  with  a chearfuJl  hart  that  lace  was  fbno, 

She  doth  begin  to  tell  tlie  wofuU  ftone. 

5 

Good  fir(raid  lhe)my  conlcicnce  to  difeharge, 
Thegreateft  tyrannic  I (hallyou’ccll. 

That  erft  in  Thebs,in  Athens,or  in  Arge, 

Was  euer  wrought,orwhcreworft  tyrants  dwell: 
My  voice  and  f lull  would  faile  to  tell  at  large. 

The  filrfrie  fa<ft,forI  beleeueitwcll, 

Vpon  this  countrie  Phebus  fliines  more  cold, 
Becaufc  he  doth  fuch  wicked  a£ls  behold. 

6 

Men  feckc  we  fee, and  haue  in  eucrie  age, 

To  foile  their  foes,  and  cred  them  in  the  duft. 

But  there  to  wrealte  their  rancor  and  their  rage. 
Where  they  are  Iou‘d,isfoulcandtoovniuft. 
Lone  Ihouldpreuaile,  iuft  anger  toaflwage. 

If  loue  bring  death,  wherto  can  women  trull? 
y et  loue  did  breede  my  daunger  and  my  feare, 

As  you  fhall  heare  if  you  will  giue  me  eare. 

7 

For  entring  firft  into  my  tender  fining, 

Ofyouthfullyyeares  vnto  the  court  I came, 
Andfenicd  there  the  daughter  ofou  i king, 

And  kept  ajjlace  ofhonor  with  good  fame. 

Till  loue  (alas  that  loue  fuch  carelhould  bring) 
Enuide  my  ftate,and  fought  to  do  me  fname. 
Loue  made  tlie  Duke  of  Alban  feemc  to  me. 

The  faireft  wight  that  erft  mine  eye  did  fee. 

And 


\n  the/i  tbru'ti- 
Ues  diuerfi  cruel 
tyrannies  hau* 
benectmnuied. 

^ee  tam  tuer^ 
Jiaeimos  tyria 
faliugitabvrbe. 
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Senttnce, 


And  (for  I thought  he  lou’d  me  all  abouc) 

1 bent  my  Iclfc  to  hold  and  loue  him  belt. 

But  now  I find  that  hard  it  is  to  prouc. 

By  fight  or  fpcech  what  bides  in  fccrct  breft. 
While  1 (poore  1)  did  thus  bcleeue  and  loue, 

He  gets  my'bodie  bed  and  all  the  reft. 
Northinking  this  might  breed  my  miftres  danger, 
1 vfd  this  praftife  in  Geneuras  chamber, 

9 

where  all  the  things  ofgreatcft  value  lay. 

And  where  Gf»e»r4  llecpe.s  herfelfclometimc. 
There  at  a window  we  did  finde  away. 

Secret  and  fiire  to  cotier  this  our  crime. 

Here  when  my  loue  and  i were  bent  to  play, 

1 taught  him  by  a fcaleofcord  to  clime. 

And  at  the  window  I my  felfe  would  ftand. 

And  let  the  ladder  downe  into  his  hand. 

lO 

So  oft  we  meetetogither  at  this  fjjort, 

Asfaire  Genturm  abfence  giues  vsleaue, 

Who  vfd  to  other  chambers  to  refort 
In  fummer  time, and  this  for  heat  to  leaue. 

And  this  we  carried  infofecrct  forr, 

, As  none  there  was  our  doings  didperceauc. 

For  why  this  window  ftandech  out  of  fighr, 
Wherenone  do  come  by  day  nor  yet  by  night. 

II 

Twixt  vs  this  vfe  continud  many  dayes,  > 

Yea  many  months  we  vfd  thispriuie  traine,  ^ 
Loue  fet  my  hart  on  fire  fo  many  wayes,  0.^ 

That  ftill  my  liking  lafted  to  my  paine, 


I ftraight  confented  to  Iiis  fond  requeft. 

As  rcadie  his  commandment  tobbay. 

And  thinking  ftill  my  time  emploicd  beft. 

When  1 had  plcafd  his  fancie  any  way. 

And  when  1 found  a time  then  was  I preft. 

To  talke  ofhim,and  good  ofhim  to  fay, 

I vfed  all  my  art,  my  wit,  and  paine, 

GetKuiAi  loue  and  liing  to  obtaine. 

\6 

God  knowth  howglad  I was  to  worke  his  willj 
How  diligent  I fbllowd  his  direftion, 

1 fpard  no  time,  no  trauell,  nor  no  ikill. 

Toward  my  duke  to  kindle  her  affeftion; 
Butalwayes  this  attempt  fucceeded  ill, 

Loue  had  her  he  art  alredie  in  fubieftion, 

A comly  knight  did  faire  Gentitra  pleafe. 

Come  to  this  countrie  from  beyond  the  fcaSi 
17 

From  Italy  for  feniice  (as  I heare) 

Vntothe  court  he  and  his  brother  came, 

, In  tourneys  and  in  tilt  he  had  no  peere, 

Brittan  was  quickly  filled  with  his  fame. 

Our  king  did  loue  him  well  and  hold  him  decre. 
And  did  by  princely  gifts  confirmc  the  fame. 
Caftels  and  townes,and  lordftiips  him  he  gauc. 
And  made  him  great,  fuch  power  great  princes 
i8  (hauc. 

Our  foueraine  much,his  daughter  lykte  him  more. 
And  Anoi^nt  this  worthy  knight  is  named, 

So  brauc  in  deeds  of  armes  himfelfe  he  bore. 

No  Ladle  of  his  loueneed  be  alhamed: 


Imig’athauefoundby  certainc ftrange delayes,  (v-  ThehillofSicilburnethnotfolbre, 


A poUicie  vfid 
Jometime  to  woo 
the  r/taid  towtn 
tht  mtflrts. 


That  he  but  little  lou'd  and  much  didfaine. 

For  all  his  Heights  were  not  fo  clofely  cou  ered. 
But  that  they  might  full  cafly  be  difcoucred, 
iz 

Ar  laft  my  duke  did  feeme  enflamedfore. 

On  faire  Gtntwa\  neither  can  I tell. 

Whether  it  now  began  or  was  before. 

That  I did  come  to  court  with  her  to  dwell. 

But  looke  if  I were  fubieft  to  his  lore, 
Andlookeifhe  my  loue  requited  well. 

He  afkt  my  aid  herein  no  whit  aftiamed. 

To  tell  me  how  of  her  he  was  enflamed. 

13 

Notall  ofloue  butpartly  of  ambition, 

He  beares  in  hand  his  minde  is  onely  bent,  v 
Becaufe  of  her  great  ftate  and  hie  condition,  r,. 
Tohaue  her  for  his  wife  ishis  entent,  V 
He  nothing  doubtethofthe  kings  permiflion,  i”-- 
Had  he  obtaind  Gnieurcu  free  anenr,  ^ 

Ne  was  it  hard  for  him  to  take  in  hand,  ’ 

That  was  the  lecond  perfon  in  the  land. 

He  Iware  to  me  if  I would  be  fo  kind 
His  hie  attempt  to  further  and  aflift , 

That  at  his  hands  I ftioiild  great  fauour  finde. 
And  of  the  king  procure  me  what  me  lift. 

How  he  would  euerkeepeit  in  his  mind. 

And  in  his  former  loue  to  me  perfift. 

And  notwithftanding  wife  and  all  the  reft, 

1 ftiouldbefure  that  he  would  loue  mebeft. 


Nor  is  the  mount  Vefuuio  lb  inflamed, 

As  Ariodaittes  hart  was  fet  on  fire, 

Geneiiroi  bcautie  kindling  his  defire. 

His  certainc  loue  by  fignes  moft  certainc  found, 
Cauld  that  myfutc  vnwillingly  was  hard. 

She  well  perceiu’d  his  loue  finccre  and  found, 
Enclining  to  his  fute  with  great  regard. 

In  vaine  1 feeke  my  dukeslouc  to  expound. 

The  more  I feeke  to  make  the  more  I mard. 

For  while  with  words  I feeke  to  praife&  grace  him 
No  Icfl'e  with  works  flie  ftriuctli  to  deface  him. 

20 

Thus  being  oft  rcpulft(fo  euilllped  I) 

To  my  too  much  beloued  duke  I went, 

And  told  him  how  her  hart  was  fixt  alredie. 

How  on  the  ftranger  all  her  mind  was  bent. 

And  praid  him  now  fith  there  was  no  remedic. 
That  to  furceafe  his  fute  he  would  confent. 

For  Arkdant  fo  lou’d  the  princely  w ench. 

That  K[e^tHnes  floods  vnneth  his  flames  could 

21  (quench. 

When  Volyneffo  (fo  the  duke  we  call) 

This  tale  vnpleafant  oftentime  had  hard. 

Finding  himfelfe  his  likel’hood  verie  fmall,  - 
When  with  my  words  her  deeds  he  had  compard, 
Greeu’d  with  repulfe,and  greeued  thcrewithall. 
To  fee  this  ftranger  thus  to  be  prefard. 

The  loue  tliat  late  his  hart  fo  fore  had  burned. 
Was  cooled  all  and  into  hatred  turned. 


futtiittwo  nioun- 
tAines  ihac  did 
c*ft  tut  flames. 


Vt  amerii  anut- 
bib  tflo. 
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Sifaitt. 
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Entending  by  fotne  vile  andfiibtill  traine. 

To  part  GeneU'rafiom  lier  faithfull  louer, 

And  plant  fo  great  miflike  betweene  them  twainc 
Yet  witlrfo cunning  fhow  die  fame  tocoucr. 
That  her  goodname  he  will  fo  feu'e  diftainc, 
Dead  nor  aliue  fhe  nciier  fliallrccouer. 

But  left  he  might  in  this  attempt  be  thwarted. 

To  none  at  all  his  fecret  he  imparted. 

Now  thus  refolu’d  (Dalinda  fairc)  quodi  he, 

(So  am  I cald)  you  know  though  trees  be  topt, 
And  (hrowded  low, yet  fprout  yongllioots  we  fee, 
Andifliie  of  the  head  fo  lately  lopt, 

So  in  my  loue  it  fareth  now  with  mew 
Though  by  repulfe  cut  fliort  and  flirewdly  cropt. 
The  pared  tops  fuch  buds  of  loue  do  render, 

That  ftill  Iprooue  new  palTions  do  engender. 

H 

Nc  dol  deeme  fo  dearc  the  great  delight. 

As  I difdain  1 fliould  be  fb  rcieft. 

And  left  this  griefe  fliould  oucrcomemcquighr, 
Becaufc  I faile  to  bring  it  toeffeft, 

Topltafe  my  fondconceipttliisvcric  night. 

Pray  thee  my  dcare  to  do  as  I dircit. 

When  faire  Genei.ra  to  her  bed  is  gone, 

T ake  thou  the  cloths  lire  ware  and  put  them  on: 
if 

As  fhe  is  wont  her  golden  haire  to  drefle. 

In  {lately  fort  to  wyud  it  on  her  wy re, 

So  you  her  pcifon  Jiuely  to  exprefl'e. 

May  drefle  your  ownc,  and  wearc  her  head  attire: 
Her  gorgets  and  her  levvels  rich  no  lefTe, 

You  may  put  on  t'^compaifli  my  defire, 

And  v\hen  vnto  thevindbw  I afeend, 

I will  my  comming  there  you  do  attend. 
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Thus  I maypafle  my  fancies  foolifli  fit. 

And  thu.s^quotlr  he)  my  fclfc  I would  dcceaue. 
And  I that  had  no  reafon,  nor  no  wit. 

His  lhamefull  drift  (though  open)  toperceaue: 
Wearing  my  Miftrefl’e  robes,that  feni’d  me  fir. 
Stood  at  the  window,  there  him  to  receaue. 

And  of  the  fraud  I was  no  whit  aware. 

Till  tliat  fell  out  that  caufed  all  my  care. 

Oflate  tvvixt  him  and  jiriodmit  had  pafV, 

About  fairc  thefe  words  or  fuch, 

(For  why  there  was  good  frendihip  in  time  paft 
Betweene  them  two,till  loue  their  harts  did  tuch) 
The  Duke fuchkynd oflpeeches out  didcaft; 

He  find  to  ^riodant^ he  marueld much, 
Thathauing  alwayes  loll’d  and  well  regarded  him, 
That  he  againc  fb  thanklcfly  rewardedhim. 
a8 


I know  you  fee  (for  needs  it  muft  be  feene) 

The  good  confent  and  matrimoniall  loue. 

That  long  betweene  Gmturn  and  me  hatli  beenc. 
For  whom  I mcane  cr  long  the  king  to  moue. 
Why  ihould you  fondly  thriifl: your  felfe  between? 
Why  Ihould  you  roue  your  reach  fo  farre  abouc? 
For  if  my  cafe  were  yours  I would  forbearcj 
Or  if  I knew  that  you  fo  loued  were. 


a? 

And  I much  more  (the  other  ftraightreplycs) 
Mamcll  thatyou  fir  Duke  arefo vnkind. 
Knowing  our  loue,  and  fcing  widiyour  eyes, 
(Except  that  wilfulncffe  haue  made  you  blmd) 
That  no  man  can  more  ftronger  knots  dcuife. 
Then  her  to  mCjand  me  to  her  do  bynd, 

Into  this  fute  fo  rafhly  are  intruded. 

Finding  thatfrom  allhope  you  arc  excluded. 

. 30 

Wny  beareyounot  to  me  the  like  refpeft. 

As  my  good  wf  Irequireth  atyourhand? 

Since  that  our  loue  is  grownc  to  this  effeft. 

We  meane  to  knit  our  fclues  in  weddings  band. 
Which  to  fulfill  er  long  I do  expeft. 

Knowing  I am  (though  not  in  rents  or  land) 

Y et  in  my  princes  grace  no  whit  inferior, 

And  in  has  daughters  greatly  your  fuperior. 

Well  (faid  the  Duke)  errors  arc  hardly  moued. 

That  loue  dqth  breede  in  vnaduifcd  breft. 

Each  of  vs  thinks  him  felfe  tlae  beft  bcloued, 
Andyct  but  one  of  vs  is  loucd  beft. 

Whcrforc  to  haue  the  matter  plainly  proued. 
Which  fhould  proceed  in  Ioue,&  wluch Ihold reft. 
Let  vs  agree  thatvidorhe  remaine. 

That  of  her  liking  flieweth  fignes  moftplainc. ' 

I will  be  bound  to  you  by  folemne  oth, 

Yourfccrets  all  and  counfell  to  conccale. 

So  youlikcwife  will  plight  to  me  your  troth. 

The  thing  I (hew you  neuer  to  reuealc. 

To  try  die  matter  thus  they  greed  both. 

And  from  this  doome  hereafter  not  repeale. 

But  on  the  Bible  firft  they  were  depofed. 

That  this  their  fpeech  fhould  neuer  be  difclofed. 

And  firft  the  ftraunger  doth  his  ftate  reuealc, 

T eiling  the  truth  111  hope  to  end  the  ftrife. 

How  (he  had  promifd  him  in  wo  and  weale. 

To  hue  with  him,  andloue  him  all  her  life. 

And  how  with  writing  widi  her  hand  and  fcale. 
She  had  confirmed  fhe  would  be  his  wife. 

Except  (lie  were  forbidden  by  her  father. 

For  then  to  line  vnmarride  fhe  had  rather. 


Senuutt, 


And  furthermore  he  nothing  doubts  ( he  faid) 

Ofhis  goed  feruicc  fbplaine  proofc  to  (how. 

As  that  the  king  fhall  nothing  be  afrayd. 

On  fuch  a knighthis  daughter  to  beftow. 

And  how  in  this  he  needeth  litle  ayd. 

As  finding  ftJl  his  fauor  greater  grow. 

He  doubts  not  he  will  graunt  his  liking,  after 
That  he  (hall  knowitpleafeth  fohis  daughter. 

3? 

And  thus  you  fee  fb  found  ftands  mine  eftarc. 

That  I my  felfe  in  thought  can  wifli  no  more. 

Who  fecks  her  now  is  fure  to  come  to  late. 

For  that  he  feeks  is  graunted  me  before, 

Onely  remaines  in  marridgeholy  ftate, 

Toknit  tlie knot  that  muft  dure  euermore. 

And  for  her  praife,  I need  not  to  declare  it, 

As  knowing  none  to  whom  1 may  compare  it. 

Thus 
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jhus^rJo({itr>t  a tale  moll  true  declared, 

And  what  reward  he  hoped  for  his  paync. 

But  my  falfe  Duke  that  him  had  fouly  fnared, 
Findint^by  my  great  follie  fuch  a traync, 

Swarc  that  ail  tliis  mightno  way  be  compared 
With  his,  no  ihoughhim  fclte  did  iiidge  remaync, 
Forl(quothhc)can  ihew  fignes  lb  exprefle. 

As  you  your  felfe  inferiour  lliall  confell'c. 


ScMUmt. 


Alas  (quorhhe)!  fee  you  do  not  know. 

How  cunningly  diefe  women  can  diflemble, 

Litlc  to  loue  where  thc^  make  greateft  (how. 

And  not  to  be  the  thing  they  moft  refcmblc. 

But  other  fauours  I receaue  I trow. 

When  as  wc  two  do  fecretly  aflcmblc. 

As  1 wili  tell  you(though  1 (hotild  conccalc  it) 
Becaufe  you  promife  neuer  to  reuealc  it. 
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The  truth  is  this  that  1 full  ofthauefecn. 

Her  yuoric  corps  and  bene  witli  her  all  night, 
And  naked  layne  her  naked  armes  between. 

And  full  enioyne  thefrutesoflouesdelight: 

Now  ludge  who  hath  in  greateft  fauoiir  been. 

To  which  of  vs  fne  doth  pertaynein  right. 

And  then  geue  pl.ace  and  yeeld  to  me  mine  owne, 
, Sith  by  iuft  proofes  1 now  haue  made  it  knownc. 
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lull  proofes?  (quoth  ^ri(idant)nvf  (hamefuU  lyes. 
Nor  will  I credit  geue  to  any  word. 

Is  this  the  fined  tale  you  can  detiifc  ? 

Hoped  you  that  with  this  1 could  be  dord? 

No  no  but  fith  a fclander  foule  doth  rife 
By  thee  to  her,  maintaine  it  with  thy  (word, 

1 call  thee  lying  traytor  to  thy  face, 

And  meane  to  prone  it  in  this  prefent  place. 

40 

Tty  the  Dutllt  t Tu(h(quoththeDuke)itwereafooli(hparr, 

frend, 

IhAUen^iforitt-  i*hh  plaync  to  (liew  withou  t dec  eit  or  art, 

jtijicMitnofany  As  much  as  1 hauefayd  I do  entend, 

TtpDrtifht  CM  Thefc  wordes  did  gripe  poorc  Ariodantts  hart, 
froui  it  M bi  Downc  all  his  limbes  a (hiuering  d'^th  defeend, 
And  ftill  he  ftood  with  eyes  caft  down  onground. 
Ready  to  fall  uito  a deadly  (bund. 
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with  wofuU  myndcjwith  pale  and  chearelelTe  face, 
With  trebling  voyce  that  came  fro  bitter  thought. 
He  fayd  he  much  defir” d to  fee  this  place. 

Where  fuch  ftrage  feats  & miracles  were  wrought 
Hath  fayre  Geneara  graunted  you  this  grace? 

That  I(quoth  he)fo  oft  in  vayne  haue  fought? 
Now  fure  except  I fee  it  in  my  vew, 
IncucrwiUbelccue  It  can  be  trew. 

41 

The  Duke  did  fay  he  would  with  all  his  hart. 

Shew  him  botli  where  & how  the  thing  was  done. 
And  ftraight  from  liim  to  me  he  doth  depart. 
Whom  to  his  piirpofe  wholly  he  had  wonne. 

With  both  of  vs  he  play  ih  fo  well  his  part, 

That  both  of  vs  thereby  were  quite  vndone. 

Firft  he  tels  him  that  he  would  haue  him  placed. 
Among  feme  houfes  falneand  quite  defaced. 


Someruynd  houfes  ftood  oppofd  direft, 

A gain  ft  this  window  where  he  doth  aft  end. 

But  Miodant  difcreeily  doth  fufpeft. 

That  this  falfe  Duke  fome  mifehief  did  intend. 
And  thought  that  all  did  tend  to  this  cffe^l. 

By  trccherie  to  bring  him  to  his  end. 

That  fure  he  had  dcuifed  this  pretence. 

Meaning  to  kill  him  er  he  parted  thence, 
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Tims  though  to  fee  this  fight  he  thought  it  long, 

Yet  tooice  he  care  all  mifehief  to  preuent. 

And  if  perhap  they  offer  force  or  wrong. 

By  force  the  fame  for  to  refift  he  ment. 

He  had  a brother  valiant  an  d ftrong, 

Lunanio  cald,and  ftraight  for  him  he  fent. 

Not  doubting  but  alone  by  his  aftiftance, 

Againft  twice  twentie  men  to  make  refiftance. 

He  bids  his  brother  take  his  (word  in  hand. 

And  go  into  a place  that  he  would  guide. 

And  in  a comer  dolly  there  to  (land, 

,,  Plac’t  from  the  tother  three  fcore  paces  wide. 
The  caufc  he  would  not  let  him  vndcrftand, 
Butprayes  him  there  in  fecret  fort  to  bide, 

Vntill  fuch  time  he  hapt  to  heare  him  call, 

Elfe  (if  he  lou’d  him)  not  to  fturre  at  all 
46 

His  brother  would  not  his  requeft  denie. 

And  fo  went  Arhdant  into  his  plac  e. 

And  vndifcouerd  clofly  there  did  lie, 
Tillhauinglooked  there  a lide  (pace. 

The  craftie  Duke  to  cor^he  might  deferie. 

That  meant  the  chad  Gmttra  deface, 
Whohauing  maiJsto^fehis  wonted  fignes, 

1 let  him  downe  the  ladder  made  of  lines. 

The  gowne  T ware  was  white  and  richly  fet. 

With  aglcts,pearlc,and  lace  of  gold  wcl  gamifticd 
My  (lately  treffes  coiierd  with  a net 
Of  beaten  gold  moft  pure  and  brigltdy  varnKhed, 
Nor  thus  contenc,the  vaile  aloft  1 fet. 

Which  only  Princes  weareiThus  (lately  liarnilhed 
And  vndcr  Cupids  banner  bent  to  fight. 

All  vnawares  1 ftood  in  all  their  fight. 
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For  why  Lurcanh  cither  taking  care. 

Left  Amdctnt  (liould  in  fome  daungcr  go. 

Or  that  he  (bught  (as  all  defirous  are) 

The  counfels  of  his  deareft  frend  to  know, 

Clofc  out  of  fight  by  fecret  Heps  and  ware. 

Hard  at  his  heels  his  brother  followd  fo. 

Till  he  was  nearer  come  by  fiftie  paces, 

And  diere  againe  him  felfe  he  newly  places. 

49 

But  I that  thought  no  ill  fecurcly  came, 

Vnto  the  open  window  as  I fayd. 

For  once  or  twife  before  1 did  the  fame. 

And  had  no  hurt, which  made  me  lelTe  affrayd, 
lean  not  boft(cxccpt  Iboftoffliamc) 

When  in  her  robes  1 had  my  felfe  arayd. 

Me  thought  before  I was  not  much  vnlike  her. 
But  certainc  now  I feemed  very  like  her. 
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But  Arkdant  that  ftocd  fo  farre  aloofe, 

Was  more  deccau’d  bydiftanceof  the  place. 

And  ftraight  belceu’d  againft  his  ownc  behoofe. 
Seeing  her  cloths  that  he  had  feene  her  face. 

Now  let  thofe  iudge  that  partly  know  by  proofe, 
The  wofiilJ  plight  of  cafe, 

When  Tolyntfjo  came  by  faithleffe  frend, 

In  both  their  fights  the  ladder  to  afeend. 

yi 

I thathis  commingwillinglydid  wayt. 

And  he  once  come  thought  nothing  went  amiffc, 
Embrac’t  him  kindly  at  the  firft  recey  t, 

His  lips, his  cheeks, and  all  his  face  didkifle, 
Andhc  the  more  to  coulourhis  deceyt, 

Vfed  me  kinder  then  he  had  cr  this . 

This  fight  much  care  to  Ariodante  brought. 
Thinking  Gencura  with  the  Duke  was  nought. 

The  griefe  at^  forow  finketh  fo  profound 
Into  his  hart,  he  ftraight  refolues  to  die. 

He  puts  thepummellof  hisfwordon  ground. 
Meaning  him  felfe  vpen  the  point  to  lye: 

Which  when  Lur canto  faw  and  plainly  found. 

That  ail  this  while  was  clofely  ftanding  by. 

And  Tolynejjos  commingdid  difeerne. 

Though  who  it  was  he  neueryet  couldlerne. 


^tttdlrvoDun 
l{md,but  fatth- 
U£t  women. 


He  held  his  brother  for  die  prefont  time. 

That  elfe  him  fcife  for  griefe  had  furcly  flaine, 
Had  he  not  ftood  fo  nigh  and  come  betime. 

His  words  and  ijieeches  had  bene  all  in  vaine. 
What  ftiall(qiioth  he)a  faithleffe  womans  crime, 
Caufeyou  to  die  or  put  your  felfe  to  pame? 

Nay  let  them  go,andcurftbealltlietrkynd, 
Carride  like  clouds  widi  cu’ry  blaft  of wynd. 

U 

You  ratherfliould  fome  luftreuengedeuife. 

As  (he  defertics  to  bring  her  to  confufion. 

Sith  we  haue  plainly  feene  with  both  our  eys. 
Her  filthic  fatt  appearc  without  coilufion. 

Loue  thofe  that  lou  e againe  if  you  be  wife, 

For  of  my  coitnfell  this  is  the  conclufion, 

Putip  yourfword  againft  your  felfe  prepared. 
And  let  her  finne  be  to  the  king  declared. 


Tordtjptire  « 
the  damnMefl 
thing  that  m,t)i 
tetytheruieiof 
Chr^en  religion 
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His  brothers  words  in  Ariodantes  mind, 

Seeme  for  the  time  to  make  fome  fmal  impreflion 
Butftil!  the  cuiekfic  wound  remaind  behind, 
Dilp  airc  had  of  his  hart  the  full  poffeflion. 

And  diough  he  knew  the  thing  he  had  affignd, 
Contrarie  to  Chriftend  knights  profeflion: 
y et  here  on  earth  he  torment  fcl  t fo  fore. 

In  hell  it  felfe  he  thoughcdicre  was  no  more. 

And  feeming  now  after  a litle  pau  fc, 

Vnto  his  brothers  counfell  to  confenr, 

He  from  the  court  next  day  him  felfe  withdraws, 
Making  not  one  priiiie  to  his  intent. 

Hi^rother  and  the  Duke  both  knew  the  caufo, 

^ Butne'ithgi:  knew  the  place  wherto  he  went. 

JDiuerfe  therof  fnoft  diucrfly  did  iudge, 

* vorne  by  good  will  petfwaded,  fome  % grudge. 
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Seau’n  dayes  entire  about  for  him  they  fought, 

Seau’n  dayes  entire  no  newcsofhim  was  found. 

The  eighth  a peafant  to  Geneura brought 
Thefe  newes,that  in  the  fea  he  faw  him  drownd; 

Not  that  the  waters  were  with  tempeft  wrought. 

Nor  that  his  (hip  was  ftricken  on  the  ground. 

How  then?for(both  (quoth  he)and  therwithwept 
From  an  high  rocke  into  the  fea  he  lept, 

y« 

Further  the  peafant  to  Gmtura  told. 

How  he  met  Ariodant  voon  die  way. 

Who  made  him  go  with  him  for  to  behold. 

The  wofull  aft  that  he  would  do  that  day. 

And  charged  him  the  matter  to  vnfold. 

And  to  his  Princes  daughter  thus  to  (ay. 

Had  he  bene  blind,  he  had  full  happie  beene. 

His  death  Ihould  Ihow  that  he  to  much  had  feene. 

y? 

Tliere  ftands  a rocke  againft  the  Iri(h  ile, 

From  thence  into  the  fea  himfelfe  he  caft. 

I ftood  and  looked  after  him  a while. 

The  height  and  fteepnefle  made  me  fore  agaft. 

Thence  I liaue  trauaild  hither  many  a mile, 

Plainly  to  (lie w you  how  the  matter  paft. 

When  as  the  clown  this  tale  had  told  and  verifide, 

Ge»f»r«  hart  was  not  a lide  terrifide. 

^o 

O Lord  what  palTionat  words  by  her  were  Ipokcn,  Ould,  Tn  fijra  ^ 

Lying  alone  vpon  her  reftlefl'e  bed  ? fleuir^i^ 

Oft  did  (he  ftnkc  her  guiltlcffc  breaft  in  token 
Of  that  great  griefe  that  inwatdly  was  bred,  * " 

Her  golden  treffes  all  were  ren:  and  broken. 

Recounting  ftill  thofe  wofull  words,  he  fed 
How  that  the  caufe  his  crucll  death  was  fuch, 

Was  only  this,  that  he  had  feene  to  much. 

6i 

The  rumor  of  his  death  (pred  farre  and  neare. 

And  how  for  forow  he  himfelfe  had  killed. 

The  King  was  fad,  the  court  ofheauie  chearc. 

By  Lords  and  Ladies  many  tears  were  (iiiUed. 

His  brother  moft  as  louinghini  moftdeare. 

Had  fohis  mind  witli  forow  ouerfiiled. 

That  he  was  fcantly  able  to  refiaine. 

With  his  owne  hands  him  felfe  for  to  haue  (lainc. 

And  oftentimes  repeating  in  his  thought. 

The  filthie  faft  he  faw  the  odier  night, 

Which  (as  you  heard)  the  Duke'&  I had  wrought, 

I litle  looking  it  would  come  to  light. 

And  that  the  fame  his  brothers  death  had  brought 
On  fairc  Geneura  he  doth  wreakc  his  (pigbt. 

Not  caring  (fo  did  wrath  him  oucrwhclme) 

Toleefe  the  kings  good  will  and  allhis  rcalme. 

The  King  and  nobles  fitting  in  the  hall, 

Penfiue  and  fad  for  A/iodants  deftruftion, 

Lurcanio  vndertakes  before  them  all, 

Togiue  themperfeft  notice  and  inftruftion, 

Who  was  the  caufe  o( Ariodantes  fall: 

Andhauing  made  fome  litle  introduftion. 

He  (aid  it  was  vnehaft  Genenras  crime, 

That  made  him  kill  him  felfe  before  his  time. 

What 
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what  flioiild  T fccke  to  hide  his  good  intent? 

His  loucwasfiich  as  greater  none  could  be, 

He  hopte  to  haue  your  highnefle  free  afll-nt. 
When  you  liis  value  and  his  worth  (hould  fee: 
But  while  a plaine  and  honeft  way  he  went. 
Behold  he  law  another  climbe  tlic  tree. 

And  in  the  midft  of  alJhis  hope  and  futc, 
Another  tookc  the  pleafurc  and  the  frute. 

Further  he  faid  not  that  he  had  furmifed, 

But  that  his  eyes  had  fecne  Genetira  ftand. 

And  at  a window  as  they  had  deuifed. 

Let  downe  a ladder  to  her  loners  hand, 

But  in  filch  fort  he  had  him  felf  e difimifed. 

That  who  it  was  he  could  not  vnderftand. 

And  for  dueproofe  of  this  his  accufation. 

He  bids  the  combat  ftraight  by  proclamation. 
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How  lore  the  king  was  grieu’d  to  heare  thefc  news, 
Ileaueit  asathingnot  hard  toguefle, 

Lurcanio  plaine  his  daughter  doth  accufe. 

Of  whom  the  King  did  lookc  for  nothing  Icflc, 
And  this  the  more  his  feare  and  care  renews 
That  on  this  point  die  lawes  are  fo  exprefl'e. 
Except  by  combat  it  be  proou’d  a lie, 

Needs  muft  Gmehra  be  condemndtodie. 

, ^7  _ 

How  hard  the  Scottifli  law  is  in  thi  s cale, 

I do  not  doubt  but  you  haue  heard  it  told, 

How  die  that  doth  another  man  embrace, 

Befide  her  husband, be  (he  young  or  old. 

Muff  die  exceptwithin  two  fortnights  (pace. 

She  hnde  a champion  (lout  that  will  vphold. 

That  vnto  her  no  punilhment  is  due. 

But  he  that  doth  accufe  her  is  vntrue. 

6i 

Tht*  King  (of  crime  that  thinks  Geneura  cleare) 
Offers  to  marrie  her  to  anie  knight, 

That  will  in  armes  defend  his  daughter  deare. 

And  prone  her  innocent  in  open  fight. 

Yet  (or  all  this  no  champion  doth  appeare, 

Such  feare  they  haue  of  this  Lunanhs  might. 

One  gazeth  on  another  as  they  ftand. 

But  none  of  them  the  combat  takes  in  hand. 

<5? 

And  further  by  ill  fortune  and  mifchaunce. 

Her  brother  now  is  abfenr  thence. 

Gone  vnto  Spainc  I thinkeor  ell'e  to  France, 
Who  were  he  here,  (lie  could  not  want  defence. 
Or  if  perhap  f j luckic  were  her  chaunce. 

To  fend  him  notice  ofher  neede  from  hence. 
Had  (he  the  prefence  ofher  noble  brother, 
she  (hould  not  ne  ede  the  ayd  of  anie  other. 
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The  King  that  meanes  tomake  acertainetriall. 
Whether  Geiuitnt  guiltie  be  or  no, 

(For  (fill  (lie  ftitHy  (food  in  the  deniall. 

Of  this  that  wrought  her  vndeferued  wo) 
Examins  all  her  maids  ,buc  they  reply  all. 

That  of  the  matter  nothing  they  did  know. 
Which  made  me  feeke  for  to  preiient  the  danger. 
The  Duke  and  I might  haue  about  the  ftrangcr. 
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And  thus  for  him  more  then  my  fclfc  affrayd, 

(So  faithfull  loue  to  this  fallc  Duke  I bare) 

I gaue  him  notice  of  thefc  things  and  layd. 

That  he  had  neede  for  both  ofvs  beware. 
Heprayfd  my  conft ant  loue  and  farther  prayd. 
That  I would  credit  him  and  take  no  care. 

He  points  two  mcn(but  both  to  me  vnknoivnc) 

To  bring  meto  aCaftleofhis  owne. 

7i 

Now  Sir  I thinke  you  finde  by  this  cfFe£f. 

How  foundly  I did  loue  him  from  my  hart. 

And  how  1 proii’dby  plaine  courfe  anddireft. 

My  meaning  was  not  any  wayes  to  ftart; 

Now  marke  if  he  to  me  bare  like  rtfpeft, 

Marke  if  he  well  requited  my  defart. 

Alas  how  (hall  a fely  wench  attayne. 

By  louing  tnie  to  be  true  loii’d  agayne? 
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This  wicked  Duke  vngratcflill  and  periured, 
Beginneth  now  of  me  to  haue  miftrOft, 

His  guiltie  conlcicnce  could  not  be  alTured, 

How  to  conccale  his  wicked  aftes  vniuft. 

Except  my  death( though  caufelefTe)  be  procured, 
Sohard  his  hart  fo  lavvlelTe  was  his  lull; 

He  faid  he  would  me  to  his  caftlefend. 

But  dm  fame  caftle  (hould  haue  bene  myne'  end. 

74 

He  wild  my  guides  when  they  were  paft  that  hiH, 

And  to  the  thicke  a little  way  delcended. 

That  there(to  quite  my  loue)  they  (hould  me  kill. 
Which  as  you  faw  they  to  haue  done  intended. 
Had  not  your  happy  comming  ftopt  their  will, 
That(God  and  you  be  diankt)!  was  defended. 
This  tale  Dalinda  to  B^naldo  told. 

And  all  the  while  their  iourny  on  they  hold. 

7J 

Thisftraungeaduentuie  luckely  befell, 

Vnto  Ke«4((/»,for  that  now  he  found, 

By  this  Dalinda  that  this  tale  did  tell, 

Gtneuras  mynde  vnfpotted  cleare  and  (bund. 

And  now  his  corage  was  confirmed  well. 

That  wanted  erft  a true  and  certaine  ground: 

For  though  before  for  her  he  ment  to  fight. 

Yet  rather  now  for  to  defend  the  right. 

76 

Vnto  S. Andrews  towne  he maketh  haft. 

Whereas  the  king  was  fet  widiaUhis  trayne. 
Carefully  v/ay  ting  for  the  trompets  blaft. 

That  muft  pronounce  his  daughters  ioy  orpayne. 
But  now  Bjnaldo  Ipurred  had  fo  faft. 

He  was  arriu’d  within  a myle  or  twayne; 

Through  the  next  village  as  he  then  was  ryding. 
He  met  a page  that  brought  them  frcftier  tyding. 

77  , 

How  there  was  come  a warrioiir  all  difguifed, 
Thatment  topreue  Lurcanio  faydvntrew. 

His  colloLirsandhis  armour  well  deuifed. 

In  maner  and  in  making  very  new: 

Sondiy  thereof  in  fundry  wife  furmifed. 

But  who  it  was  for  certaine  no  man  knew.  ' 

His  page  demaunded  of  his  mailers  name, 

Swarc  that  he  neuer  heard  it  fince  he  came, 

P ij 
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Now  came  ^eiuddo  to  the  citic  wall, 

And  at  the  gate  but  litle  time  he  ftayd. 

The  porter  was  fo  readie  at  his  call; 

But  poore  Balinda  now  grew  fore  affray d, 
^ntddo  bids  her  not  to  feare  at  all, 

For  why  he  would  her  pardon  begge  he  fayd: 
So  thrufting  in  among  the  thickeft  rout, 

He  faw  themftand  onfcafFolds  all  about. 


79 

Straight  was  it  told  him  by  the  ftanders  by. 

How  there  was  thither  come  a llraunger  knigh  t, 
That  meant  GtnturM  innocence  to  trye. 

And  that  alreadie  was  begun  the  fight: 

How  thatfairegreene  tliatnext  the  wall  did  lye. 
Was  rayld  abou  t of  purpofe  for  the  fight. 

This  newes  did  make  l\eiutldj  haften  m, 

Lcaumg  behind  Doling  at  her  Ihne. 
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He  told  her  he  would  come  againe  er  long, 

And  (purshishorle  that  made  anopcnlane. 

He  pierced  m the  tliickeft  preafl'c  among, 
Whereas  thefe  valiant  knights  had  giiien  & tane. 
Many  a ftroke  with  fturdie  hand  and  ftrong. 
Lurcanio  thinks  to  bring  Ge/>e//r<«  bane. 

The  tother  meancs  the  Ladie  to  defend, 
Whom(though  vnknown)they  fauor  & commend 
81 

There  was T>\\VtVolyneffo btauely  mounted. 

On  a great  cou  rfi.  r of  an  exe’lent  race, 

Sixe  knights  among  the  better  fort  accounted. 
On  foote  in  armes  do  marlhall  well  the  place. 

The  Duke  by  office  all  the  reft  furmounted, 

High  Conftable  (as  alwayes  in  fuch  cafe) 
WhoofG«w«w  daungerwas  as  glad. 

As  all  the  reft  were  forowfiiU  and  fad. 

81 

Now  had  Kfiialdo  made  an  open  way, 

And  was  ariued  there  m luckie  howrc, 

To  caufe  the  combat  tofurceafe  and  ftay, 

Which  thefe  two  knights  applide  vv  all  their  powrc 
B^tuddo  in  the  court  appeard  that  day. 

Of  noble  chiualrie  the  verie  flowre, 

Firft  for  the  Princes  audience  heprayd. 

Then  with  great  expeftationthus  he  favd. 
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Send  (noble  Prince)  quoth  he, fend  by  and  by. 

And  caufe  forthwith  that  rhey  furccafe  the  fight. 
For  know  that  whicli  fo  ere  of  thefe  doth  dy, 
Certaine  it  is  he  dies  againft  all  right. 

One  thinks  he  tells  the  truth  andtellsalye. 

Being  deceau’d  by  error  in  his  fight. 

And  look  what  caufe  his  brothers  death  procured 
That  verie  fame  hath  him  to  fight  allured. 

84 

The  tother  of  a nature  good  andkinde, 

Not  knowing  ifhe  hold  the  right  or  no. 

To  die  or  to  defend  her  hath  affignd, 

Left  fo  rare  beautie  fhould  be  fpilled  fb, 

■ Harmlefl'e  1 hope  to  faue  the  faultleffe  minde; 

And  thofe  that  mifehiefe  mynd,  to  work  them  wo. 
But  firft  O Prince  to  ftay  the  fight  giuc  order. 
Before  my  fpeechproccedeth  any  farder. 


i^w4/dbjperfon  with  the  tale  he  told, 

Moil’d  fo  the  king,  that  ftraight  without  delay. 
The  knights  were  bidden  both  their  hands  tohold 
The  combat  for  a time  was  caufd  to  ftay, 

Then  he  againe  with  voyce  and  courage  bold. 
The  fccret  of  the  matter  doth  bewrayj 
Declaringplaine  howVolyitefJ'os  lecheric. 

Had  firft  contriu’d  and  now  betrayd  his  trechcrie. 

8<> 

Proffring  of  this  to  make  aperfeft  proofc. 

By  combat  hand  to  hand  witli  fword  and  fpearc: 
The  Duke  was  cald  that  ftood  not  farre  aloofc, 
Andfcantly  able  toconcealehisfearej 
Firft  he  denies,  as  was  for  his  behoofe. 

And  ftraight  to  battell  both  agreed  were, 

Armd  they  were  both, the  place  before  was  readie 
Now  mull  they  fight  there  could  be  no  remedie. 
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How  was  the  king, how  were  the  people  glad? 

That  faireGfwcu^M  faultleffe  there  didlland. 

As  Gods  great  goodneffe  now  reuealed  had. 

And  fhouldbe  proued  by  ffriw/doi  hand. 

All  thought  the  Duke  ofmind  and  manners  bad* 
The  jiroudfl  and  cruelft  man  in  all  the  land, 
Likely  it  was  as  euery  one  furmifed. 

That  this  deceipt  by  him  fhould  be  deuifed. 

88 

Now  V»tynejJo  ftands  with  doubtful!  breft. 

With  fainting  hart,  with  pale  difmaycdface. 
Their  trompefts  blue,they  fet  their  fpears  in  reft, 
Brnald)  commeth  on  a mightie  pace. 

For  at  this  fight  he  finifh  will  the  feaft. 

And  where  to  ftrike  him  he  defigns  3 place: 

His  verie  firft  encounter  was  fo  fierce, 

Bftutldos  fpcarc  the  rothers  fides  did  pierce. 

8p 

And  hailing  ouerthrowne  the  Duke  by  force. 

As  one  vnable  fo  great  ftrokes  to  bide, 
Andcafthim  cleane  fixe  paces  from  his  horlc. 
Him  felfe  allights  and  th’others  helme  vntidc. 
Who  makingno  refiftancelike  a corfe. 

With  faint  low  voyce  formcrcie  now  he  cridc. 
And  plaine  confeft  with  this  his  latter  breath. 

The  fault  chat  brought  him  this  deferued  death. 

90 

No  fboner  had  he  made  this  laft  confeffion. 

But  that  his  life  didfaile  him  with  his  voyce. 
Geneifrai  double  fcape  of  foule  oppreffion. 

In  life  and  fame  did  make  the  kingreioyce; 

Rather  then  her  toleefc  liis  crownes  pofleflion. 
He  would  haue  wiflitjif  fuch  had  bene  his  choice: 
To  leefe  his  rcalme  he  could  haue  bene  no  fadder 
To  get  it  loft  he  could  haue  bene  no  gladder. 

The  combat  done,  B^naldo  ftraight  vntide 
His  beauer,  when  the  king  thatknew  his  face. 
Humbly  thankt  God  that  did  fo  well  prouide. 

So  doubcleffe  helpe  in  fuch  a daungerotis  cafe. 
The  vnknowne  knight  ftood  all  this  whde  afide. 
And  faw  the  matters  paffed  in  theplace. 

And  eu’ry  on  e did  mufe  and  maruell  much. 

What  wight  it  was  whofe  curtcfic  was  fuch. 

The 
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Ihckingdidaikchis  namcbccaiifehe  mcnt, 
With  kingly  gifts  hisfcruicc  to  rewatdj 
Affirming  plainly  that  his  good  intent, 
Dcfciucd  thanks  and  verie  great  regard. 


Tlic  knight  with  much  intreatie  did  aflent, 
And  to  difarmc  him  felfe  he  ftraight  prepard. 
But  who  it  was,  if  you  vouchfafe  to  looke, 

I will  declare  it  in  another  booke. 


T verie  beginning  of thh  bool^being  at  it  were  a moraU  of it felfwere  fufficient  for  the  j-oint  it  treats  of without  anj  more  Morall, 
fpeech  to  tl>atpurpofe:butbecanfe  the  matter  u Jttchics  cannot  be  too  much  Jpokfn  of  namely  to  perfwade  men  to  concord  in  ma- 
trimonies I mufineeds  adcieawordortwo  thereof  ytndfirfi  for  mine  opinion,  I prefeffe  that  I thinkeitayertue  foraman  to 
be  kind  to  his  wife^nd  I am  of the  Cenfor  C ato  hu  mind, who  being  a marntlout  auflert  man  othcrw:fe,yet  pronounced  fatly 
that  a man  could  not  be  an  honeji  man, that  was  not  to  his  wife  a kinde  man.  •And  I will  go  thus  much  farther, thatyouJJjad 
hardly  find  a difcrcet  louing  husband, I meane  (witinut  dijjimulation  or fiatterie')  but  is  withall  a yertuous  good  minded  man, 
be  they  of  what  calling  they  lift : wherfore  1 Itonor  matrimoniall  loue  in  my  fuperiors,!  loue  it  tnmy  equals  ,1  praife  it  inmy 
inferiors,  I commend  it  in  all, and  to  all  of  what  fort  or fex/oeu  errand  1 wifh  them  but  to  call  to  mind  this  ccmparifon  before  Jet 
down*  in  verfe,and  to  this  efte^  inprofe,that  if the  male  and female  inbeafts  andfoule,for  the  mofi  part , hue  in  concord  and 
a^rreement,  what  a foule  and  worfe  thenbeaftly  thing  u it,  for  man  andwife  to  be  euer  bralling  and  fnarling,(for  as  for  fmi- 
ting)  I count  It  more  then  monftrotts  : and  let  all  fins  enirace  this  honeft  loue,  not  only  commended  but  commaunded  by  Gcd, 
in  Ins  holy  Scriptures, where  they  are  called  both  one  fiefl), to  giue  vs  therby  to  vnderftand,thatas  we  Wuuld  not  willingly  breake 
our  ownejhins,  nor  let  our  finger  akfif  we  could  remedie  the  fame  , and  if we  fee  one  ftrik^  him felfe,  or  knoclf  his  head  to  the 
wall,  we  thinke  him  Bedle  m mad.  So  he  thatft.all  willingly greeue  the  wife  of  hisbof  ime,  or  wickedly  hurt  her,  we  may  thinlx 
himfarre  fro  a fjber,^  farther ftom  an  honeft  man  And  euenas  if  one  haue  an  ache  or  any  grief  in  his  toe  orfirger.ftraight 
he  doth  lap  that  pan  in  warme  cloth, and  eafeth  it  ail  he  can, and  chenjheth  it  more  then  before  till  it  be  found  againe  :fo  if  any 
thing  either  ill  done,  or  ill  takpn  ( perhaps  though  not  tU  meant, ) haue  bred  a litlepowting  orlowring  toward  vnlfidneffe , we 
rnuft  Up  yp  the  part  thusgricued  in  warme  imbracements,and  he  ale  it  with fweet  words.  And  if it  be  but  a greens  wo  und,an- 
ttoint  it  withthe  precious  balftmum  (which  all  good frgtons  Ipow  to  be  a foueraigne  medicine  for fuchgriefcs'jand  fo  weftiall 
foundly  cure  it  witinut  any  maimeor  fcarre,  but  we  miifi  neuer  come  to  the  extremities  of  cut  ting  or faring,  except  the  difeafe 
grow  to  a Cangrena,  or  fomecankyed  malice  ynpofftble  to  be  cured. 

Another  good  morall  obferuation  to  be  gathered  in  this  Canto,  is  the  choife  o/Geneura,  who  being  a great  Ladie  by  birth, 
yet  cinfe  rather  a gallant faire  conditioned  gentleman  then  a great  Dukf.forfirft  it  is  no  diffaragementfor  thegreatefi  Empe.- 
reffeinthe  world  to  marrie  one  that  is  a gentleman  by  birth,according  tothe  old  prouerbe,  A ^cndemein  may  make  a king 
and  a clarkc  may  prouc  a Pope.  Secondly, if we  markf  generally  the fscceffe  of  all  marriages,  we  mayfinde  the  faying  cf 
Themiftoclcs  tr««,Bctter  is  a man  without  money  ,then  money  w thout  a man.Too  many  and  toto  pitifdi  are  the 
examples  that  we  haue  hardof,!  will  not  fay  fetne,oftl»fe  Ladies  that  to  match  them  felues  or  their  daughters  oneftep  higher 
nay  but  euen  the  higher  end  of  the  fame  ftep  higher  then  they  might  otherwife  haue  done,  haue  with  that  ambition  yndonetlje, 
making  them  Hue  withgreat  difeontent,  or  to  fay  the  truth,flat  miferie,  with  their  proud  and  vnklndi  Lord.  And  let  can  not 
fuel)  euident  and neare  examples moue  fime  both faire,and modeft,  and  vertuousdol^epe  them  out  offithgildedgyues.Be'reut 
itLadie,to  whomfoeuerl  Jpeakf  it, that  ahappie  woman  is  feent  in  awhite  apron,as  oftenas  inanembrodredlfrtle,andhath 
at  quiet fleeps  and  as  contented  wafpngs  in  a bed  of  cloth  as  vnder  a fparuer  of  tijfue. BocciP.O fpeaking  of  the  coynef  'e  offomt  . 
graue  widdowes,  as  well  as  nice  damfels,  faith  as  I remember  in  the  laberinth  ofleue.rs  to  this  ejfefl.  Beaman  (faith  hefneuer 
fo  difeafed,dtformed,decret,it,vnwholfome,vnfauerie,yet  if  he  haue  bene  either  fo  good  a Tlorer  f :r  mony,  that  he  tray  leaue 
his  wife  wealtbie  • or  be  fo  great  intitles  though  a beggar  in  lit.  ing,  that  ft.  e may.tafe  her  place  the  higher ; theywill  (faith  he') 
be  contented  to  lay  their  fo  delicate  and  daintily  preferued  morfels,  in  fitch  hthfome  dijhes  to  be  daily  fn.iclf  andftau  ered fin- 
ding them  felues  to  fuffer  fiich  apenanceGodki^weshow  long,onely  to  fatisfie  thofs  humors  of  coicloiifieffe  and  jridejftar- 
uingto  their  great  griefe, the  thirdhumour  (if they  befovertueiisfihatis  by  fame  thought  the  predomin.int  humor  in  that  fix, 

Ify  many  times  dwels  vnder  the  fame  roofs  with  the  other  two.T  et  f.  rely  I could  rather  comeud  his  court  cfan  that  he  writes  of 
inhis  Decameron,  w/ij  hauing  bargained  with  a Dutchman,  onsM.  BmfFaldo,  forfeiien  day  esboerd  and  lodging  at  st 
great  rate,  hauing  found  him  for  ons  or  two  nights  to  be  but  an  vnftuerie  bedfellow, Jl.  e chofe  rather  two  Iscfe  theft  two  nights 
bier, then  to  endure fue  more  atfo  painef uU  a price. But  1 doubt  I grow  too  tedious  while  I ftmt  out  fsch  bolts  out  of  a Boccas. 

"How  t»  go  forward  in  the  morall.  Y ou  may  note  in  PolynelTo  an  enuiosts  and  trecherous  trinde  : in  Ariodant  the  hurt  of  a 
credulous ieloufe  tin  Lurcaniot/;*  vehemencie of  awrongfhrmife.In  Polyneflbs  entent tol^illTi^\mati,you may  cbferue 
how  wickfd  mtn  often  bewray  their  owne  mifdetds, with  feeking  to  hide  them.lnCeticiMtiS  accuftlio  and  ddiueriefow  God 
euer  defends  the  innocent.  And  laftly  in  Polyneflos  death,  how  wickgdneffe  ruines  it  felfe. 

For  the  hiftorie  of  this  bookf,  either  the  whale  is  a hiftorie, or  there  is  no  matter  hiftoricall  in  it  to  be food  on . S torie. 

Allegoriethereisnnneinthubool^eatall.  Allegoric, 

Allifton  there  is  in  this  tale  of  Geneura,  vnto  a ftorie  written  in  Alciats  duello,  of  a matron  in  Fraunce  accufidin fuels  Allufion. 
fort, by  two  rnen.ani  a certaine  fouldier  of  Barce  Ilona  came  with  a companion  of  his, and  tookp  vprn  them  the  defence  of  the  wo- 
man,and  being  fightirg,  the  companion  of the  fouldier  fled;  notwithftanding  he  ofBarcelkna  with  his  courage  and  vertuegat 
the  vidorie  of  the  other  two  ,andfo  in ftrangc  attire  went  home  to  his  countrey  ynlg!owne,to  which  Ariodan  t f lerr.s  to  allude. 

Some  others  affirms,  that  this  very  matter, though  fet  downs  here  by  other  names  fappened  in  Ferrara  to  a kinfewoman  of  the 
Dukfs,  which  is  here  figured  vnder  the  name  ofG  cncu  ra , and  that  in  deeds  fuch  a praflife  was  vfd  agairfl  her  by  a great 
Lordj^gs’difcoiieredby  a dafel  as  is  here  fet  down.Howfoeuer  it  was,fure  the  tale  isapretie  comicall  matter,^  hathbinwritte 
in  Englifh  verfe  fame few  years  paft  (learnedly  ^ with  good grace')though  in  verfe  of airther  Ipndjby  M.Gcorgc  Turbcf  uil 

Therocktfom  which  Anodasithaptintothe  fea  , alludethto  therockeofhcv/cade,where  men  that  wtrt  mad  for  loue 
leapt  into  the  water, and  wafted aWi^  (as  they  thought ) thatfancie,  S trabo  calleth  it  fal  tus  amstoriu  t. 

D ijf 
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THE  ARGVMENT. 

Geneurufatre  to  Ariodant  is gtuen, 

<t^ind  he  a duke  is  madic  that  verie  day. 

"Kjgero  veith  the  C^rijfeth  horje  is  driHen^ 

Vnto  Alcyno/s  tie, and  there  doth  flay. 

A mirtle  in  the  middle flrangly  riuen, 

Alcynas frauds  doth  vnto  him  bevsray: 

Of  which  enformd  he  thence  would  haue  departed, 
’But  by  the  way  he  findes  his  purpofe  thwarted. 


I 

Retched  is  he,  ^thinkes 
by  doing  ill. 

His  euill  deedes  long  to 
conceale  and  hide, 
For  though  the  voice  & 
toungs  of  men  be  ftdl. 
By  foulcs  or  bcafts  his'fin 
Ibalbedifcride : 

And  God  oft  worketh  by 
his  fccrct  will, 

muUiftr  fomntu  Tltat  luine  it  felfc  the  (inner  fo  doth  guide, 
ftft  loquentts  That  of  his  owne  accord,  without  requeft, 
frodmt  &c.  makes  his  wicked  doings  manifeft. 

The gracelcfle  wight,  dukcTohneffi  thought. 

His  former  fault  Ihould  fure  haue  bin  concealed, 
lfthatD4/»W4vnco  death  were  brought, 

By  whom  alone  die  fame  could  be  reuealed. 

■^""Thus  making  worfe  the  tiling  before  was  nought. 
He  hurt  the  woud  which  time  perhaps  had  healed. 
Weening  with  greater  finne  the  IclTe  to  mend, 
He  haftned  on  his  well  deferued  end. 

And  loft  at  once  his  life, his  Rate,  and  frends. 

And  honour  to,  a lolTe  as  great  or  more. 

Now  (as  I faid)  that  vnknownc  knight  entends, 
Sith  eurieonc  to  know  him  fought  (b  (ore. 

And  fith  the kingpromifde folargc  amends. 

To  (hew  his  face  which  they  faw  oft  before, 

' And  Ariodant  moft  lonely  did appearc, 

^ Whom  they  thouglit  dead  as  you  before  did  hear. 

‘ 4 

He  whom  GM<wr4  wofully  did  waile. 


He  whom  Luyea»i»  deemed  to  be  dead, 

He  whom  the  king  and  court  did  fo  bewaile. 

He  that  to  all  the  rcalme  fuch  care  had  bred. 
Doth  liuc : the  clownes  report  in  this  did  failc^ 
On  which  falfe  ground  the  rumor  falfe  was  (pred. 
And  yet  in  this  the  peafant  did  not  mocke. 

He  faw  him  leape  downe  headlong  from  the  rock. 

5 

But  as  we  fee  men  oft  with  ra(h  entent. 

Arc  dt([ierate  and  do  refoluc  to  die. 

And  ftraight  do  cliange  that  fanev  and  repent. 
When  vnto  death  they  do  approcn  more  nie : 

So  Ari'Afnt  to  drowne  himfeife  that  ment, 
plung’d  in  the  fea  repented  by  and  by. 

And  being  of  his  limbes  able  and  ftrong, 

Vnto  the  Ihore  he  (\ram  againe  erre  long. 
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And  much  di(praifed  in  his  inward  thought. 

This  fond  conceit  that  late  his  minde  polTeft, 

At  laftablinde  and  narrow  padi  him  brought, 
Weerie  and  wet  to  be  an  hermits  gueft ; 

W ith  whom  to  ftay  in  fccrct  (brt  he  fought. 

Both  that  he  might  his  former  griefe  digcil. 

And  Icarne  the  truth,whether  the  clownes  report 
Were  by  Centura  tane  in  griefe  orfport. 

7 

There  firfthe  hard  how  (he  conccau’d  fuch  greefe,- 
As^moft  brought  her  life  to  woflill  end. 

He  tbunj^f  h^rhey  hadfo  good  bclcefe, 
They,ihOT|hrflie  would  not  in  fuch  fort  offend : 
Further  he  hard  except  (lie  had  rclcefe. 

By  one  that  would  her  innocence  defend. 

It  was  great  doubt  Lurcanm  accufation, 
Wouldbring  her  to  a fpeedie  condemnation. 
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And  lookc  how  loue  before  his  hart  enraged, 

So  now  did  wrath  enflame,  & though  he  knew  wcl 
To  wreakehis  hariiie,his  brothers  hfe  was  gaged, 
Nathics  he  thought  his  aft  fo  foule  and  cruel. 
That  this  his  anger  could  not  be  aflwaged, 

Vnto  his  flame  loue  found luch  ftore  orfewcL 
And  this  the  more  encreaft  his  wrath  begun. 

To  heare  how  eune  one  the  light  did  ihun. 

9 

For  why  Lurcawo^as  lb  ftout  andwilc, 

Except  it  were  for  to  defend  the  truth,  . 

Men  thought  he  would  not  fo  the  king  delpifc, 

'■*  And  hazard  life  to  bring  Geneurof  ruth. 

Which  caufed  euerie  one  his  friend  aduife. 

To  Ihunne  the  fight  that  muftmaintaine  vntrutli. 
But  ^riodant  after  long  difpii  ration, 

Meancs  to  withftand  his  brothers  accufatioii, 

lO 

Alas  (quoth  he)  I ncuer  (hall  abide. 

Her  through  my  caufc  to  die  in  woe  andpaine, 
Daunger  or  death  what  eiier  do  betide, 

Afcerlier  death  my  life  cannot  remainc. 

She  is  my  faint,  in  her  my  blilTe  doth  bide. 

Her  golden  rayes  my  eyes  light  ftill  maintaine. 
Fall  backe,  fail  edge,  and  be  it  wrong  or  right, 

In  her  defence  I am  rcfolu'd  to  fight. 

IT 

I take  the  wrong, but  yet  He  take  the  wrong, 

And  die  I ihall,  yet  if  I die  1 care  not. 

But  then  alas, by  law  flic  dies  cr  long, 

0 cruelllawes  fo  fweete  a wight  that  (pare  not 
Yet  this  fmall  loy  I findc  thefe  griefes  among, 

T hat  Va'inefl'o  to  defend  her  dare  nor. 

And  ihe  ihaU  finde  how  little  Ihe  was  loued, 
Ofhim  that  to  defend  her  ncuer  moued. 
iz 

And  Ihc  fliall  fee  me  dead  there  for  her  fake, 

To  whom  lb  great  a damage  Ihe  hath  done : 

And  of  my  brother  iuftreuengement  take 

1 fhall,  by  whom  this  ftrife  was  firft  begun. 

For  there  at  leaft  my  death  plain  proof  (hall  make 
That  he  this  while  a foolilh  threed  hath  Ipun, 

He  tliinketh  to  aiicngc  his  brothers  ill , 

1 he  while  himfelfe  hiS  brother  there  ihallkill. 
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And  thus  rdblued  he  gets  him  armour  new, 
Newhorfc  and  all  things  new  thatneedfullbcenc 
Clad  all  in  blacke,  a fad  and  mournfull  hew, 

Croft  with  a wreath  ofyellow  and  ofgreenc, 

A fttangcrbai  c his  (heeld  that  neither  knew, 

His  mafters  name  nor  him  before  hadfecne. 

And  thus  as  1 before  reherft,  difguifed 
He  met  his  brother  as  he  had  deuifed. 

H . 

I told  you  what  fuccclTe  the  matter  had. 

How  ^ritddttt  himfelfe  did  then  difcouer. 

For  whom  the  king  himfelfe  was  euen  as  glad. 

As  late  before  his  daughter  to  recotier. 

And  fince  he  thought  in  iovfull  times  and  fad. 

No  man  could  (hew  himfelfe  a truer  louer, 

Tlien  he  that  after  fo  great  wrong,  entended 
Againft  Iris  brother  her  to  haue  defended. 


If 

Lolling  him  wcl]  by  his  owne  enclination, 

Andpraid  thereto  by  many  a Lord  and  knight. 
And  chiefly  by  E^naldos  inftigation, 

He  gaue  to  l^riodant  Gtneura  bright. 

Now  by  the  dukes  atteint  and  condemnation, 
jtdiawa  came  to  be  the  kings  in  right. 

Which  dutchie  falling  in  fo  luckic  howre. 

Was  giuen  vnto  die  damfcllfor  her  dowre. 

16 

F^tulJo  for  D4/(W4ipardonpraidc, 

Who  for  her  error  did  fo  fore  repent, 

That  ftraight  ihe  vowd,with  honeft  mind  Si  ftaid, 
Toliuehcr  life  inprayre  andpcnitcnt: 

Away  (lie  packt,  nor  further  time  dclaid, 
s In  Datia,  to  a nunrie  there  (he  went. 

But  toJ^-jeronow  I muft  repaire, 

That  all  this  while  did  gallop  in  the  aire. 


f{e*rt  fujj  At 
ult(fGtH€ar^ 


He  retumti  m 
HftutidtAJtttk 

Robert. 
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Who  though  he  were  of  niinde  and  courage  ftout. 
And  would  not  eafly  fearc  or  be  difmaid. 

Yet  doubdefle  now  his  minde  was  full  of  doubt. 
His  hart  was  now  appald,and  fore  afraid. 

Farre  from  Eutopa  hehadtrauaildout. 

And  yet  his  flying  horfe  could  not  be  ftaid, 
Butp.aft  thcpillcrsxij.fcorc  leagues  and  more, 
Pitcht  there  by  He.-t/ei  many  y cares  before. 

18 

This  GrKFcdi  horfe  a bird  moft  huge  and  rare, 
Pierceth  die  fkie  with  fo  great  force  of  wing, 
That  with  that  noble  bird  he  may  compare, 
Wliom  Poets  fain  loues  lightning  down  to  bring, 
To  whom  all  other  birds  inferior  arc, 

Becaufc  they  take  die  Eglefor  diekking. 

Scarfe  feemtth  from  the  clouds  to  go  fo  I wife. 

The  thundcrboultfcntby  thelighmings  drift. 

19 

when  long  this  monftcr  ftrangc  had  kept  his  race, 
Straight  as  a line  bending  to  neither  fide, 

He  Ipidc  an  Hand  diftant  Lttle  Ipace, 

To  which  he  bends  in  purpofe  there  to  bide. 
Much  like  in  femblance  was  it  to  the  place, 
where  ^rethufa  vfd  herfelfc  to  hide. 

Seeking  fo  long  her  loue  tohaue  beguild. 

Till  at  die  laft  ihe  found  her  felfe  with  child. 

zo 

A fairer  place  they  faw  not  all  the  while. 

That  they  had  trauaild  in  the  aire  aloft. 

In  all  the  world  was  not  a fairer  ile. 

If  all  the  world  to  finde  die  fame  were  fought: 
Here  hauing  trauaild  many  a hundred  mile, 
I{ogero  by  his  bird  to  reft  was  brought. 

In  pafturcs  greene , and  hils  with  coole  frefli  aire, 
Cleere  riueis,(hadie  banks, and  meddowes  fairc. 

21 

Delicate  groucs  there  were,  ofdaintie  (hade. 

Of  Palme,  01  Orenge  trees,  of  Cedars  taD, 

Of  fundrie  fruites  and  flowres  that  neucr  fade. 
The  (hew  was  fairc,  the  plentie  was  not  fmall: 
And  arbours  in  the  thickeft  places  made, 

W’here  little  light,  and  heat  came  not  at  all. 
Where  Nightingales  did  drain  their  little  throtes. 
Recording  ftill  their  fweete  andpleafant  notes. 

Amid 
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Icua  eUet, 


^reibufa,  loa\e 
tHtbettiie. 
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Amid  the  lUlic  white  and  fragrant  rofc, 

Preferudftillfrefti  by  warmc  and  temprat  aire. 
The  fcarefull  hare,  and  cunnie  carelcflc  goes, 
Theftagge  with  ftately  head, and  bodrcfaire. 
Feeding  feciire  nor  fearing  any  foes. 

That  to  his  damage  hither  may  repaire. 

The  biicke  and  doe  doth  feed  amid  the  feelds. 

As  in  great  ftore  the  plcafant  forreft  yeeJds. 

Needlefle  it  was  to  bid  I\pg!ro  light. 

When  as  his  horfe  approched  nigh  the  ground. 
He  cart  himfelfe  out  of  hisfaddle  quight. 

And  on  his  feetc  he  falleth  fafe  and  found. 
Holding  the  horfes  raynes  lert  elfe  he  might. 

Flic  quite  away  and  not  againebe  found. 

And  to  a myrtle  by  the  water  fide, 

Betweene  two  other  trees  his  heart  he  tide. 

24 

And  finding  thereabout  a little  brooke. 

That  neare  vnto  a rtiadic  mountaine  ftands. 

His  helmet  from  his  head  forthwithfie  tooke. 

His  rtiieid  from  arme,his  gauntlet  from  his  hands. 
And  from  the  higher  places  he  doth  looke , 

Oft  to  thefea,oft  to  the  frutfull  lands. 

Seeking  the  coolc  and  plcafant  aire  to  take. 

That  doth  among  the  leaues  a murmure  make. 

Oft  with  the  wa  ter  of  that  c riftall  well. 

He  feekes  to  quench  his  third, and  (w  age  his  heat. 
With  which  his  veynes  enflamd  did  rife  and  fwcl. 
And  caulde  his  other  parts  tofrie  in  fweatc: 

Wed  may  it  feeme  a maruell  that  1 tell. 

Yet  will  1 once  againc  the  famerepeate. 

He  traueldhad  aboue  three  thoufand  mile. 

And  not  put  of  his  armour  all  the  while. 
z6 

Behold  his  horfe  he  lately  tied  there. 

Among  the  boughs  in  (hadie place  to  bide, 

Straue  to  go  loofe,  and  rtarted  backe  for  feare. 
Pulling  the  tree  to  which  the  raynes  were  tide. 

In  which  (as  by  thefequelllhall  appeare) 

A human  foule,  it  felfe  did  ftraungly  hide. 

With  al  his  ftrength  the  fteed  rtriues  to  be  loofed. 
By  force  whereof  the  mirtle  lore  was  broofed. 

Sirn{ltu\en  out  And  as  an  arme  of  tree  from  bodic  rent, 
of  Dam.  gy  peafants  ftrength , with  many  a fturdie  ftrokc. 

When  m thefirethemoiftureallisfpent. 

The  emptie  places  fild  with  aire  and  fmoke, 
Boyleth  and  rtriues,  and  findcs  at  laft  a vent , 
When  of  the  brand  a Ihiuer  out  is  broke. 

So  did  the  tree  ftriue,bend,wreth,wring  &breake 
Till  at  a little  hole  it  thus  did  fpeak  e. 

28 

Right  courteous  knight  (for  fo  I do  you  deemc. 

And  muftyoii  call  not  knowing  other  name) 

If  fo  you  are  as  gracious  as  yen  feeme. 

Then  letyour  friendly  deed  confirme  the  fame, 
Vnloofe  this  monftcr,  feat  as  I efteeme, 

To  adde  fome  farther  torment  to  my  fhame. 

Alas,  mine  inward  greefes  were  fuch  before. 

By  outward  plagues  they  need  be  made  no  more. 


^grro  mafed  looked  round  about, 

Jf  any  man  or  woman  he  might  fee. 

At  laft  he  was  refolued  of  his  doubt. 

He  found  the  voice  was  of  the  mirtle  tree. 

With  which  abartit  tliough  he  were  wife  & ftout. 
He  faid  I humbly  pray  thee  pardon  me. 

Whether  thou  be  fome  human  ghoft  or  fpright. 
Or  power  dcuine  that  in  this  wood  haft  right. 

30 

Not  wilfulnes,  but  ignorance  did  breed. 

Thine  mitiric,  mine  errour  in  this  cal'e ; 

And  made  me  do  this  vnaduifcd  deed. 

By  which  vnwares  thy  leaues  I did  deface  : 

But  let  thy  Ipeech  fo  farre  forth  now  proceed. 

To  tell  me  who  thou  art  that  in  this  place, 

Dwelft  in  a tree  amid  the  defert  field. 

As  God  from  haile  and  tempeft  thee  may  fhield. 
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And  ifihat  I for  this  amends  may  make. 

After  or  now,  cither  by  pame  or  art, 

I fwearc  to  thee  by  her,  and  for  her  fake. 

That  holds  of  me  andlhalltliebetterpart. 

That  Ifliall  not  furceafe  allpaincs  to  take. 

To  worke  thy  ioy,  or  to  affwage  thy  fmarr. 

This  faid,  he  faw  againc  the  myrtle  fhake. 

And  then  againe  he  hard  that  thus  it  Ipake. 

Sir  knight, your  courtefie  doth  me  conftraine. 

To  Ihew  to  you  the  thingthatyou  defier. 
Although  1 fweat,  (as  you  may  fee)  with  paine. 
Like  the  greene  boughs  vpon  the  flaming  ficr, 

I willdifcouervntoyou  hertraine, 

(Wo  worth  the  time  that  euer  I came  nie  her) 
That  did  for  mallice  and  magicke  flrange. 

My  liuely  fhape  toliuclefle  branches  change. 

33 

I was  .in  Erie,  .^l^olfo  was  my  name, 

Knowne  well  in  France,  in  time  of  war  and  peace. 
Km  toOWWo,andK/>w/rf’,whofe  fame 
While  time  fhall  laft  in  earth  ftiall  neucr  ceafe. 
Of  Oton  king  of  Englifti  lie  I came, 

And  fhoiild  fucceed  him  aftei  his  deceafe. 

Comly  and  young,  carelcfl'e  of  worldly  pelfc. 

To  none  an  enimie  but  to  my  felfe. 
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For  as  we  turned  from  the  Efter  lies, 

Whofe  banks  are  womewithfurge  of  Indian  wauc 
Where  I and  manie  more,  with  witching  wiles. 
Were  ftraight  inclofed  in  a hollow  caue: 

Vntill  OrlaMo  did  auenge  the  guiles. 

And  found  by  force  a meane  his  friends  to  fauc3 
Weftward  we  went  vpon  the  fliore  and  fand. 

That  lieth  on  the  North  fide  of  the  land. 

, 3f 

And  as  we  traueld  homeward  on  our  way. 

As  chance  did  lead  ordeftenievsdriue. 

It  w.is  our  fortune  once  onbreakc  ofday. 

Hard  hy.4lcynas  caftle  to  arri'.’e. 

Where  ft'.e  alonc,to  fport  her  felfe  and  play. 

Such  kind  of  gins  for  fifties  did  contriuc. 

That  though  we  faw  no  net, no  bait,  no  hooke. 

Yet  ftil  vve  faw  that  ftore  of  fifti  fhe  tooke. 


Quid. Metam. 
SlutpfHU  tti fa- 
ll cat. 


TSraiamant. 

To  rvhom  Ro^tro 
watafutiT. 


Thu  hath  rtft- 
rtnettothe  bool^ 
caUed  Orlando, 
Inamorato. 
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The  dolphin  ftrong,  the  tunny  good  of  taft. 

The  mullet,  fturgeon,fainon(princely  filh) 
Porpofe  and  feales,  and  thornpooles  came  as  faft. 
As  fte  was  pleafed  to  command  or  whh* 

And  ftill  Ihc  tooke  of  each  kind  as  they  paftj 
Some  ftrangefoi  fliew,fomc  daintieforthe  difli. 
The  horfefilh  and  the  huge  & monftrous  whales, 
Whofe  mightie  members harneft  are  withfcaJcs. 
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Among  the  reft  that  were  to  long  to  count, 

W e faw  the  fifli  that  men  Bulena  call, 

Twelue  yards  aboue  the  water  did  amount. 

His  mightie  backe,  the  monfteris  fo  tall. 

And  (for  it  flood  fo  fVill}we  made  account, 

]t  had  bene  land,  but  were  deceiued  a!l. 

We  were  dcceau’d  (well  I may  rew  thewhile,) 

It  was  fo  huge  we  thought  it  was  an  ile, 
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I fay  this  potent  witch  ^tcyna  tooke 
Fifh  of  allforts,  without  or  net  or  aid. 

But  onely  reading  in  a little  bookc. 

Or  mumbling  words,  I know  not  what  flic  faid. 
Bur  feeing  me,  fo  wel  flic  lykt  my  looke. 

That  at  her  fportbut  little  time  flie  flaid, 
Butibught  forthwith  to  trap  me  by  her  skill. 
Which  ftraight  fell  out  according  to  her  will 
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For  toward  me  with  pleafant  chcare  flie  came, 
in  modeft  manner,  and  in  comly  fort. 

And  did  with  all  her  fpeech  demurely  frame. 

And  praid  me  to  her  lodging  toreforr. 

Or  liT  would  be  partner  of  her  game, 
bhe  ollred  me  to  ihew  me  all  the  fport. 

And  all  the  kinds  of  fifli  in  feas  that  were. 

Some  great,  fome  fmall/ome  fmoth  & fome  with 

40  (heare. 

And  ifyoii  lift  a Mermaid  faire  to  fee. 

That  can  with  fong  the  raging  ftormes  appeafe, 
Atyondfame  little  banke  you  may  (quoth  (he) 
Whether  we  two  will  fafelypaffe  with  cafe : 

(The  banke  which  flie  pretends  to  fliew  to  me. 
Was  thatfame  fifli  the  raonfter  of  the  feas) 

And  1 that  to  much  lolled  to  aduenter, 

Vpontlic  fiflies  backe  witli  her  did  enter, 
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My  coufins  Budon  and  ^/M/dbbcckncd, 

To  draw  me  thence,!  hard  not  what  they  faid. 

But  of  their  fpeech  and  fignes  1 little  reckned, 

1 had  not  wit  enough  to  be  afFraid  ; 

But  foonc  my  corage  was  appald  and  weakned. 
Straight  I was  faine  in  vaine  to  crie  for  aide. 

The  monftrous  fifli  that  feemd  to  me  an  ile, 
Straightbaie  mefrom  the  fhore  fulmany  a mile. 
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There  was  J(fijd/</o]ike  10  hauc  bene  drownd. 
Swimming  tofasueme  if  perhaps  he  miglit, 
Butfodainly  of  him  and  of  the  ground, 

A m;ftie  cloud  did  take  away  the  fight : 

^Idna  and  I with  feas inuirond  round, 
Didtrauellon  that  monfterall  the  night. 

And  then  with  gracious  fpceches  flie  began. 

To  giiie  me  all  the  comfort  tlaat  fhc  can. 
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And  thus  at  laft  to  this  place  we  repairc, 

Of  which  by  wrong  ^Idna  keepes  polfefl'ion, 
Depofing  forcibly  the  rightf'ull  hairc, 

(Her  elder  lawful!  filler)  by  opprefl'ion : 

I The  other  two  more  vicious  then  faire, 
Arebaftards  andbegotcen  in  cranfgrcffion, 

1 hard  it  told,  and  haue  it  not  forgotten. 

She  and  iWorgrfiw  were  in  mceft  gotten, 
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And  as  their  firft  beginning  was  of  finne. 

So  is  their  life  vngodly  and  defamed. 

Of  law  nor  luftice  pafling  not  a pinne, 

Like  to  the  heyfor  wanton  and  vntamed, 

By  warre  diey  feeke  their  lifters  right  to  win. 
Their  elder  filler  named. 

And  haue  fofarreprcuailcd  with  their  powers. 
They  haue  of  hers  about  an  hundred  towers. 
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And  had  er  this  time  taken  all  away, 

Sauc  that  the  reft  is  ftrongly  fenced  round. 

For  of  one  fide  the  water  flops  the  way. 

On  th’other  fide  the  vantage  of  the  ground. 
Which  with  a mightie  banke  doth  make  a ftay. 
Much  like  the  Englifli  and  the  Scottilh bound : 
And  yetthebaftard  fillers  do  their  bell. 

And  labour  Hill  to  Ipoilc  her  of  the  reft, 
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And  why  becaufe  they  fee  her  good  and  holy. 

They  hated  her  bccaufe  themfelues  are  vicious. 
But  to  retume,and  tell  you  of  my  folly. 

That  turnd  to  me,  fo  hurtlull  and  pernicious, 

I now  againe  grew  fomewhat  bold  and  iolly. 
Seeing  no  caufe  tofeareor  be  fulpicious. 

And  finding  fhe  loud  me  by  fignes  moll  plainc, 

1 wholly  bent  my  felfe  toloue  againe. 
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when  I her  daintie  members  did  imbrace, 

I deemed  then  there  was  none  other  blifle. 

My  tliought  all  other  pleafurcs  were  but  bafe. 

Of  friends  nor  kin  I had  no  want  nor  mifle, 

Onely  that  I might  Hand  in  her  good  grace. 

And  haue  accellc  her  corrall  lippes  to  kilTe, 

I thought  my  felfe  the  happieft  of  all  creatures. 
To  haue  a Ladie  of  lb  goo^y  features. 
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And  this  tlie  more  confirmdmy  ioy  andpride. 

That  toward  me  Ihe  Ihewd  fuch  loue  and  care; 
Nightly  and  dayly  I was  by  her  fide. 

To  do  orlpeake  againftmeno  man  dare, 

I washer  ftay,lwas  her  houfes  guide, 

I did  command,  the  reft  as  fubiedts  arc : 

She  trufted  me,  alone  with  me  Ihe  talked. 

With  me  within  flie  fat,  without  flie  walked. 
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Alafle  why  do  I open  lay  my  fore. 

Without  all  hopeofmcdcinorrelcefe? 

And  calltomindethe  fickle  ioy  before. 

Being  now  plungd  in  gulfes  of  endlelTe  greefe  ? 
For  while  I thought  Ihe  loud  me  more  and  more. 
When  as  I deemd  my  ioy  and  blifle  was  cheefc. 
Her  waning  loue  away  fro  me  was  taken, 

A new  gueft  came  the  old  was  cleaneforfaken. 

Then 
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Then  di«i  I finde  full  foonc,  though  to  to  late. 

Her  wanton, wau  cring,  w ily  womans  wit: 
Accuftomd  m a trice  to  loue  and  hate, 

1 faw  another  in  my  feat  to  fit: 

Gon  was  her  loue,  forgon  my  happic  ftate, 

Mift  is  the  markc  that  i was  wont  to  hit : 

And  i had  perfite  knowledge  then  cr  long, 

That  to  a thoufand  ftie  had  done  like  wrong. 
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Andleaft  that  they  about  the  world  might  go, 
Maldngher  wicked  life  and  falfhoodknowne. 

In  diuers  places  flic  doth  them  beftow. 

So  as  abrode  they  flxall  not  make  their  monej 
Some  into  trees,  amid  the  field  that  grow. 
Some  into  beafts,  and  fome  into  a Itone : 

In  rockes  or  riuers  flie  doth  hide  the  reft, 
Astoher  cruellfanciefeemeth  beft. 

And  you  that  arc  arriud  by  fteps  fo  ftrange, 

To  this  vnfortunate  and  fatal!  ilc. 

Although  in  youdifull  fports  a while  you  range. 
And  though  fauour  you  a while, 

( Alftioughyou  iKtlc  loc^e  for  any  change,) 
Although  ftie  friendly  feeme  on  you  to  I'mile, 
Yet  looke  no  IciTe,  but  changd  at  laft  to  be, 
Intolbmc  brutifli  beaft,fome  ftone  or  tree. 

Thus  though  perhap  my  labour  is  but  loft. 

Yet  haue  1 giu’n  you  good  and  plaine  aduife, 
Whocan  themfclues  beware  by  others  coft. 
May  be  accounted  well  among  die  wife. 

The  waucs  that  my  poore  fliip  fo  fore  hath  toft, 
You  may  auoid  by  heed  and  good  deuife, 
Which  if  you  do,  then  yourfuccefle  is  fuch. 

As  manic  othe  rs  could  not  do  fo  much. 

J^gert  did  with  much  attention  heare, 

fpeech,andby  his  name  he  knew. 

To  Br^damant  he  was  of  kindred  neare, 

Wliich  made  him  more  his  wofuU  ftate  to  rew. 
And  for  her  fake  that  loued  him  moft  dearc. 
To  whom  from  him  all  loue  againe  was  dew. 
He  fought  to  bring  him  aidandfbmerelcefc. 
At  leaft  with  comfort  to  afwage  his  greefc. 
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which  hauing  done  he  asked  him  againe. 

The  way  that  would  to  Logiftilla  guide. 
Whether  it  were  by  hils,  by  dale  or  plaine, 
Thither  he  ment  forthwidi  to  runne  or  ride, 
,/lftolfo  anfwerd  it  would  askc  much  paine. 

And  many  a wetie  iourney  he  ftiould  bide, 
Becaufe  to  ftoppe  this  way  ^Icmakxs, 

A thoufand  kinds  of  hindrances  and  lets. 

For  as  the  way  it  felfe  is  veric  fteepe. 

Not  paflable  without  great  toilc  andpaine. 

So  ftie  that  in  her  mifehiefe  doth  not  fleepe. 
Doth  make  the  matter  harder  to  attainc. 
Placing  her  men  of  annes  the  way  tokcepe, 
Of  which  (he  hath  full  manie  in  her  trainc, 
Romero  Aflolfo  manie  thanks. 

For  gluing  him  this  warning  of  her  pranks. 
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And  leading  tlien  the  flying  horfe  in  hand. 

Not  daring  yet  to  mount  a bcaft  fo  wilde, 
Leaft  (as  before  I made  you  vndcrftand) 

He  might  the  fccond  time  haue  bene  beguild; 
He  means  to  go  to  Lo^i(fill<u  land, 

A vertuous  Lady,  chaft  difereete  and  milde. 
And  to  withftand  Alcina  tooth  and  nailc. 
That  vpon  him  her  force  might  notpreuaile. 
y8 

But  well  we  may  commend  his  good  intent. 
Though  mifling  that  to  which  he  did  afpirc. 
Who  ludgetli  of  our  aftions  liy  th'cuent, 

1 wifli  they  long  may  want  their  moft  dclirc. 
For  though  li^^ero  to  refift  her  ment. 

And  feared  her  as  children  feare  the  fire, 

Yet  was  he  taken  to  his  hurt  and  ihamc, 
Eticn  as  the  flie  is  taken  in  the  flame. 
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For  goingonhisway,  behold  hefpics, 

. A houle  more  ftately  then  can  well  be  tclJ, 

Whofe  walks  do  feeme  exalted  to  the  skies. 

From  top  tobottome  ftiining  all  of  gold, 

A fight  to  rauifti  any  mortal!  eyes. 

It  feemd  fome  Alcumift  did  make  this  hold. 

The  wa!s  feemd  all  of  gold,but  yet  I trew. 

All  is  not  gold  tiiat  makes  a golden  Ihow.  Semime, 

Now  though  this  ftately  fight  did  make  him  ftay. 

Yet  thinking,  on  the  danger  him  foretold. 

He  left  the  cafie  and  the  better  way, 

Thatleadeth  to  this  rich  and  ftately  held. 

And  to  her  houfe  where  vertue  bear cs  the  fivay. 

He  bends  his  fteps  with  all  the  haft  he  could. 

But  erhe  could  afeend  the  mountaines  toppe, 

A crew  ofcaitiues  fought  his  way  to  ftoppe. 
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A foulc  deforffid,  abrutilh  fcurfed  crew, 

Bodiedlike  thole  in antike  worke  deiiifed, 

Monftrous  of  Ihape  and  of  an  vgly  hew. 

Like  maskin  gMachachinas  all  difguifcd.  Ltihimit 

Some  look  like  dogges,and  Ibme  like  apes  in  vew, 

Some  dreadfiill  looke,  and  fome  to  be  drlpifed, 
Shamekfleyoungfolltcsjand  doting  foolilh  aged. 

Some  nakr/ome  drunk,fQme  bedlem  like  enraged 

One  rides  in  haft  a horfe  without  a byt. 

Another  rides  as  flow, an  alfe  or  cow, 

The  third  vpon  a centa  wrs  rumpc  doth  fit, 

A fourth  would  fly  with  wings  but  knows  not  how 
The  fift  doth  for  a Ipeare  employ  a Ijii  t, 

Sixe  blowes  ablaft,  like  one  that  gelds  alow. 

Some  Carrie  ladders,  others  came  chaines, 

Some  fir  and  fleepe  while  others  take  the  paincs. 

The  Captanc  of  this  honorable  band, 

With  belly  fwolne,and  puffed blubberd  face, 

Bccaufe  for  drunkenes  he  could  not  ftand, 

On  a huge  torcefle  rode  aheauie  pace. 

His  fergeants  all  were  round  about  athand, 

Each  one  to  do  his  office  in  his  place: 

Some  wipe  the  fweat,with  fans  fome  make  a wind 
Some  ftay  him  vp  before  and  fome  behind. 
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One  of  (his  crew  that  had  hisfeeteandbreft 
Ofmanlike  fhapc,buc  like  vnto  a hound 
In  eares,  in  neckc,  in  tnouch  and  all  the  reft, 
Vtters  fome  barking  words  with  curriih  found. 
Part  to  commaund,  and  partly  to  requeft 
The  valiant  kni^t  to  leaue  the  higher  ground. 
And  to  repaire  vnto  Alcyms  caftlc. 

Or  cUc  (forfooth)  they  two  a pull  would  wraftla 
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This  monftcr  feeing  his  requeft  denidc, 

Strakc  at^^^oor  beauerwith  alaunce, 

But  he  that  could  no  fuch  rude  iefts  abide. 

With  balhfatda  fmote  him  in  the  paunch. 

Out  came  thelvvordafooteon  th’othcrfidc. 
With  which  he  led  his  fellowes  fuch  a daunce. 
That  fome  hopthcadlelTejfome  cut  by  the  knees 
And  fome  dieir  armes,&  fome  their  cars  did  icefe 
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In  vainc  it  was  their  targets  to  oppofc, 

Againft  the  edge  of  his  enchanted  blade. 

No  fteele  had  force  to  bcare  thofe  fa  tall  blowes, 
VntOithe  quicke  the  Ivvord  a paflage  made, 
Butyet  with  numbers  they  do  him  cnclofc. 
Their  multitude  his  force  didouerladc: 

He  needs  atleaft  Biiariw  hundred  armes, 

Tofoilc  the  foes  that  ftiU  about  him  fwarmes. 
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Had  he  remembred  to  vnfold  the  fhceld, 

^tlcwta  camd  at  his  faddle  bow. 

He  might  haue  quickly  ouercome  the  fceld, 
Andcaufd  them  all  without  rcceauing  blow. 
Like  men  difmaid  and  blind  thcmfelucstoyccld, 
Butheperhaps  tliat vcituc  did  notknow. 

Or  if  he  did,  perhaps  he  would  difdaine, 

Where  force  did  fade  by  fraud  his  will  to  gainc. 
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But  being  full  refolud  (rather  then  yccid 
Vnto  fuch  bcafts)  that  cr  he  parted  thence. 

He  would  his  carkas  leaue  amid  thefeeld. 

And  manfully  would  die  in  lus  defence. 

Then  loe  good  hap  that  fades  the  fotward  feeld, 
Prouided  him  a mcane  to  rid  him  hence. 

There  came  two  Ladies,  cither  like  a quccnc. 
Either  of  them  meft  {lately  to  be  feenc. 
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Either  of  them  an  Vnicorne  did  ride. 

As  white  as  Ldlies,  or  vnmolten  fnow, 

Either  of  them  was  deckt  witlifbgrcatpride. 

As  might  moft  richly  fet  them  forth  to  fhow, 
Eithci  ofthem  wasfodeuineJy  eyd, 

Wou  Id  mouc  a man  in  loue  with  them  to  grow  , 
Either  of  them  in  all  points  was  fo  choife. 

As  in  tlieir  fight  a man  would  much  rcioyce. 
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Either  of  them  vnto  the  meddow  came. 

Where  as  Bogero  fought  with  all  that  rout. 

Either  of  them  thofe  brutifli  beafts  did  blame. 
That  fought  to  harmc  a knight  fo  ftrong  & ftout. 
I^gero  bluftung  now  with  modeft  fhame, 

Thankt  them  that  had  of  danger  helpt  him  out. 
And  ftraight  confented  widi  thofe  Ladies  faurc, 
Vnto ^Icyniu  caftell  to  repaire. 
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Thofe  ornaments  that  do  fet  forth  the  gate, 

Emboft  a little  bigger  then  the  reft. 

Are  all  enricht  with  ftoncs  of  great  eftate. 

The  beft  and  richeft  growing  in  the  Eaft, 

Parted  in  quadrons,with  a feemcly  rate, 

Collons  of  diamonds  as  may  be  gueft. 

1 lay  not  whether  counterfait  or  true. 

But  Ihine  they  did  like  diamonds  in  vcw. 

About thefe  ftatcly  pillers  and  betweene. 

Arc  wanton  damzcls  gadding  to  and  fro. 

And  as  their  age,  fo  arc  tlieir  garments  greene, 
Theblacke  oxehath  not  yet  trod  on  their  toe. 
Had  vertuc  with  thatbeautie  tempted  bcene. 

It  would hauc  made  the  fubftance  like  the  Ihow, 
Thefe  maides  with  courteous  fpeechSc manners 
W elcome  to  this  paradife.  (f'ice, 
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Iffo  I may  aparadife  itname. 

Where  loue  and  luft  hath  built  their  habitation. 
Where  time  well  (pent  is  counted  as  a ihame. 

No  wife  ftaide  thought,  no  carcofeftimation. 
Nothing  but  courting,  dauncing,  play  and  game, 
Difguifed  clothes,  ecn  day  a fundrie  f .ilhion. 

No  vertuous  labour  doth  this  people  pleafe. 

But  nice  apparrell,  belly  cheare  .and  cafe. 
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Their  aire  is  alway  temperate  and  clcare. 

Wanting  both  winters  ftormes,  & fummcrshcat. 
As  though  that  April!  lalled  all  the  ycare. 

One  by  a fountaines  fide  doth  take  his  fear, 

And  there  withfained  voice  and  carclefie  cheare. 
Some  Ibnnct  made  of  loue  he  doth  repeat : 
Others  in  other  place, with  othci  faihions, 
Dcfcribc  vnto  theirlciies  tlieir  loumgpaftions. 
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And  Cupid  then,  the  captainc  of  the  crew, 
Triuniphes  vpon  the  captiucshchath  got. 

And  more  and  more  his  forces  to  renew. 

Supplies  w ith  ftefh  the  arrowes  he  hath  ftioc. 
With  which  hcliits(hislcutllisfo  tine) 

And  wounds  full  deepe  although  it  bleedeth  not; 
This  is  the  place  to  which  l{sgero  went, 

Thefe  be  the  things  to  which  our  youtii  is  bent. 
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Straight  was  a ftately  fteede  of  colour  bay, 

Strong  and  well  limbd  vnto  I{pgero  brought, 

Deckt  with  a faire  Caparifon  moft  gay. 

With  gold  andpearle  and  iewcls  riAly  wrought. 
The  Griffeth  horfc  (that  whilom  to  obay, 
Thefpur  and  bit  was  by  Atlanta  tought) 

Becaufe  his  iourney  long  required  reft. 

Was  carrid  to  aftable  to  be  ireft. 
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The  Ladies  faire  that  had  the  knight  defended. 

From  that  fame  wicked  and  vngracious  band. 
Which  as  you  hard  at  large  before  pretended,  ' 
Hggerof  paflage  ftoutly  to  withftand. 

Told  now  B^gero  how  that  they  entendedj 
Becaufe  his  valew  great  they  vnderftand, 
Humblie  to  crauc  his  furtherance  and  aid, 
Againft  their  foe  that  made  them  oft  afraide. 

There 
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Ltal^e  ^lUgtrk 


Moral. 

/ 

Hiftoric, 

Allegoric. 


AlIu£on.. 
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There  is  (quoth  thcy)_a,briclgc  amid  our  way. 

To  which  we  are  alrcadic.vcrie  nye, 

Whereon  ErifiU  doth  all  ihc  may. 

To  damage  and  annoy  the  paJfers  by, 

A^iantcHc  Ihe  is,  (he  hues  by  pray, 

Her  fafliions  are  to  fight,  dccctiue  and  lyc; 

Her  teeth  be  long,hct  vifage  rough  with  heare. 
Her  naylcs  be  iharpe,  and  fcratchuig  like  a bearc. 

Griea  t is  the  harme  this  monfter  vile  doth  doe. 

To  flop  the  way  that  but  for  her  were  free. 

She  Ipils  and  fpoilcs,  (he  cares  not  what  nor  who. 
That  griefe  to  heare,  and  pittic  is  to  fee: 

Andfor  toadde  more  hatred  hcrvnto. 

Know  this,  that  all  you  monfters  you  did  fee. 

Arc  to  this  monfter  either  Ibnnes  or  daughters. 
And  lute  like  her  by  robberies  an'd  flaughters. 
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i^o^n-o  thus  in  courteous  fort  rcplidc. 

Ladies  I gladly  do  acceptyour  motion. 

If  other  feruice  I may  do  befide. 

You  may  command  1 ftand  at  your  dcuotion. 
For  this  I wcare  this  coat  and  blade  well  tridc; 
Not  to  procure  me  riches  or  promotion. 

But  to  defend  from  iniurie  and  wrong, 
AUfuch  ashaue  their  enimics  toftrong. 
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The  Ladies  did  I{p^ero  greatly  thankc. 

As  well  dcferu’dfo  ftout  and  braue  a kni^r, 
Thatproferd  at  thefirft  requeftfo  frankc, 
Againft  the  gyantefle  for  them  to  fight; 

Now  they  drew  nye  vnto  the  riuers  banke. 
When  as  Eriflaczmc  out  in  fight: 

But  they  that  in  this  ftorie  take  fome  pleafure- 
May  heare  the  reft  of  it  at  further  leafure. 


In  Ariodants  combat  with  bU  brother , wemay  note  how  thehue  of  l/^nredoftengiues phue  to  theloueof  carnalitk.  Itt 
D alindas  going  into  retigion,afterJJ}e  had  her  pardon, we  may  note  that  amendment  ^Ufe  is  neceffary  after  true  repentance: 
1 n Rogeros  traueUing  three  thou/and  miles, and  then  refiing  at  AlcynaSjlfe  may  olferue  how  the  thougl/ts  of  men  raienging 
idsrode  into  a tlKu fund  matters,laflly  abide  in  the  pleafantefl. 

I n Aftolfos  metamorphofs  into  a myrtle  tree  ( which  tree  isfaid  to  be  dedicated  to  Venus)  we  may  note  hew  mengiuen 
ouerto  fenfualitiedeefe  in  the  end  the  yerie  forme  of  man  (which  is  reafoti)  artd Jo  become  beaftes  or Jlock^s : but  thefe  two  lafi 
notes  will  be  more  aptly  conjidered  in  the  Allegorie. 

H florie  there  is  none  in  thu  boob^Jbut  the  cofUinuation  of the  tote  ofGeneutu  athplified  probably  ythough  I tlsink^  no  wcq 
trnelj. 

T he  reji  of  this  whole  booip  is  an^llegorie,fo  plaine  to  thofe  that  will  indeed  looh^  heedfuUy  into  it, as  needs  no  expoftion,e^ 
it  is  continued  in  the  next  bool\e  , and  in  a manner  there  expounded  y to  the  ytu^fanding  of any  reafonable  capacitie  , yet  for 
plainnes  fakp  I will  touch  fome  things  with  my  accuflomed breefenes,  and  Iwttse  the  retl  to  the  difereet  reader  to  [can  , and  to 
applie  to  his  owne  profile.  Firfi  therefore  of  Kosew,  (as  we  haue  in  part  touched  before  Jwe  may  ynderfiandthe  Grijfeth 
horfe  that  carried  him,tofignifie  the  pajfion  of  tbs  minde  centrarie  to  reafonyhat  carries  men  in  the  aire  , that  is  in  the  height 
of  their  imaginations,  out  ofFjsrcp  , that  is  out  of  the  compajfe  of  the  rulesofChrSiian  religion  and feare  of  God  ynto  the  lU 
e/ Alcy  na  j whchfignifieth  pleafure  and  vanities  of this  world. 

T he  example  of  Aftolfos  mifhap  and  his  good  counfell  which  Rogero  followed fo  JlenierlyJJsew  how  neither  the  counfels 
of  friends,  nor  no  examples , can  for  the  mojlpart  flay  a man  in  htsyouthfuU  courfefrom  that  which  hejhafl  after  furely  re- 
pent. Rogeros  ojfring  to  go  to  Logcftilla,  which  betokens  yertue,  fignifies  the  good  motiues  that  men  haue  often  fly  reading 
good boolc^s^t  hearinggood  fermons  to  amend  their  liues  : bu  t then  the  monflrotes  crew  that  floppeth  Ko^cto,  fignifying  the 
bafe  conceits  of  men,  and foule  defires  that  affaile  them,  as  namely  thofe feauen finnes  which  be  called  the  deadly  finnes : thefe 
by flrong  temptations  and  lewd fuggeflions,do  putvs  out  of  that  right  way,  cr  at  leafl  encomhet  ys foaswe  proceed  but Jltwly: 
Isowbeit  thefe  do  nut  preuailefo  farrebut  that  an  henefl  andweUgiuenmindedothwithfiand  them,  andyeeldethnottothem 
till  lire  two  Ladies  riding  ypon  ynicornes,  which  fome  ynderfiand  by  chafl  loue,or  at  leafl  afl.ew  of  honorable  hue, or  rather 
J Jupp'iJe  thereby  t»  be  mentambicion  and  defire  ofaduancement,  thefe  two  driue  away  all  thofe  bafe  thoughts  that  ajfailed 
him,butyet  they  bring  him  at  lafi  ynto  the  court  e/Alcina,  where  be  is  held  faftasjhall  be  Jhevsed in  the  next  boohp. 

By  Erifila  ps  went  ceuetoufnejfeyts  the  name  it feifejhewes, which  rmsfl  be  beaten  downe  er  we  can  come  to  honor  or  hue. 

By  Logeftilla,l/i/tt  is  inuaded  by  the  two  bafierd fiTters,  is  ment  allegoric  ally,  the  true  Chriftian  religion  j and  there  is  an 
other  cafen  of  theirs  called  hertfie,and  thegraunfire  of  them  all  called  Athcifme,t/Mt  areoflateyeriebufie  with  her.  But /he 
is  defended  with  the  water,  which  fignifies  the  Inly  Jcripture,and  with  the  mountaine  which  in  the feripture  it  felfe  is  tak^n for 
preachers,  as  S . Augiiftinc  noteth  ype  n the  Vfalmes.  I lift  yp  mine  eyes  to  the  hils,  whence  commeth  my  fduation. 

T he  transformation  o/Aftolfo  alludes  to  Cyrccs  witchcraft  in  Homer. 
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After  hr0la  mm.optercome, 

%^gero  guided  hj  mo  fi.ztely  dumes, 

Vnto  Alcjnoi  fumptuous  court  doth  come, 
fV  here  he  his  tan:  in  plcafure jpends  and  games : 
Aieliffahtm  rebukes,  he  fiandeth  dumme, 
^yindat  her  true  reproofes  he  greatly  fluimes. 

In  fine  by  her^ood  counfell  and  direSlion, 

He  frees  himfelfe  from  that  moTi  foule  fubieclion, 


'(  Tard<fcUttKag- 
/ tiu  reba  tntjje 

V 

j 7VW  it  to  thofe 
I that  cannot  im. 
dtr/land  the  al- 
Ugorieoftt. 


Saumto 


far  coun- 
tries do  refort, 

Shalfee  ftraiige  fights,  in 
earth,  mfeas,  m skies. 
Which  when  againe  at 
home  they  (hal  report, 
Theirfolemne  tales,  are 
then  eftcemd  as  lies. 
For  why  the  fond&fim- 
plc  common  fort, 
Beleciie  but  what  they  fecle  or  fee  with  eyes. 
Therefore  to  them,  my  tale  may  feeme  a fable, 
Whofe  wits  to  vndcrlland  it  are  not  able. 

2 

But  carelcflc  what  the  fimplefots  fiirmife, 

Whether  they  deeme  it  a deuife  or  deede, 
Certaine  to  thofe  that  are  difcrectcand  wL^c, 

It  will  no  wonder  nor  no  pafTion  breed. 
Wherefore  my  tale  to  fuch  I do  deuife. 

And  wifli  them  to  the  fame  to  take  good  heed. 
For  fomc  there  are,  may  fortune  in  this  bookc. 

As  in  a glalTc  their  afts  and  haps  to  lookc. 
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For  many  men  with  hope  and  fliow  ofpicafurc. 

Are  carrid  far  in  foolilh  fond  conceit. 

And  waft  tlieir  pretioiis  tim  e,  & Ijrcnd  their  trea- 
Be-forc  they -can  difcouer  this  deceit,  (fure, 
O happie  they  chat  keepe  within  their  /neafure. 
To  turnc  their  couife  in  time, and  found  retreit, 
Befoi^hat  wit  with  late  repentance  taught, 
Werifftetter  neuer  had  tlicn  fo  deare  bought. 

4 , 

A little  while  before  I did  reherfe. 


How  that  by  two  dames  was  brought. 

To  combat  with  Enfila  the  fcerl'e. 

Who  for  to  rtop  the  bridge  and  paft'age  {ought. 

In  vaincit  werefor  tofieclare in  verfe. 

How  fuir.pnioufly  her  armor  all  was  wrought  r' 

All  fctwith  ftones,  andguilc  with  Indian  gold, 
Peifcift  for  vfc,  and  pleafant  to  behold. 
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Mounted  ftie  was  but  notvpona  fteed, 

Infteed  thercofftieona  Wolfedothfic, 

A Wolfe  whofe  match  Apulya  doth  not  breed. 
Taught  to  obay  although  ihe  vfd  no  bit. 

And  ail  of  fandie  colour  was  her  weed. 

Her  armes  were  thus(for{uch  a champion  fit) 

An  vgiy  code  was  painted  onhei  Iheeld, 

With  poyfonfwo]ne,and  in  a fable  feeld. 
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Now  each  the  other  forthwith  had  deferide. 

Each  with  the  other  then  prepard  to  fight. 

And  each  the  other  fcornefuily  defide. 

Each  feekes  to  hurt  the  other  all  he  m.ghc. 

But  (he  vnable  his  fearce  blowes  to  bide, 

Vnder  the  vizerfmitten\y as  fo  right; 

That  from  her  feat  fixe  paces  fhe  was  heaued, 
And  lay  like  one  of  life  and  fence  bereaued. 
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I{ogero  readie  was  to  draw  his  {word. 

To  head  the  monfter  lying  on  the  fand, 

Vntill  thofe  dames  with  m.'iny  a g ntlc  v.  ord, 
AlTwagdhis  heat  and  made  him  hold  his  hand : 

He  might  in  honour  now  her  life  affbord, 

Sith  at  his  mercic  wholly  {he  doth  ftand  : 
Wherfore  fie  knightput vp  yourblade  (fay  thay) 
Lets  pafl'c  the  bridge  and  follow  on  our  way. 

E ij  Tlic 


Horace.  Sluale 
for  ter.  turn  tic^ 
m'LtarttDaur.tt 
inlatisaltt  tpu- 
Itnltf, 
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Ouid.  Candid* 
pur^ureu  lilLt 
mijurofif. 


Ouid.  Litudaret 
fuciem  Umr 
quojue. 


Ouid.  Si  e^ut  U- 
tent  mehora  pu~ 

tat. 
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The  way  asyet  vnpleafant  was  and  ill, 

A mong  the  thomie  bufhes  and  beiwcenc, 

S cony  and  painefuU,  vp(againft  the  hill, 

A way  lefTe'pleafantfeldome  hath  bene  feenc, 
But  this  once  paft  according  to  their  will, 

And  they  afeended  once  vpon  the  greene  > 

They  faw  the  faireft  caftle  {landing by, 

That  erfl  was  feene  witli  any  mortall  eye. 
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jtkyna  met  them  at  the  outer  gate, 

Comming  before  the  reft  a little Ipace, 

And  with  a count’nance  full  of  high  eftate, 
Salutes  Bugera  with  a goodly  grace : 

And  all  the  other  courtiers  m like  rate. 

Do  bid  B$gcro  welcome  to  the  place. 

With  fo  great  fhowes  of duetie  and  ofloiie. 

As  if  fome  god  defeended  from  aboue. 
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Nor  onely  was  this  pallace  for  the  light. 

Goodly  and  faire,  and  ftately  to  behold. 

But  tha  t the  p eoples  courtfie  bred  delight. 
Which  was  as  great  as  could  with  tongue  be  told. 
All  were  of  youth  and  bcautic  Ihining  bright. 
Yet  to  confirme  diis  thing  1 dare  be  bold. 

That  faire  Akyna,  paft  the  reft  as  farre, 

As  doth  the  funne  aniother  little  ftarre. 
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A ftiapc  whofe  like  in  waxe  tweare  had  to  frame. 

Or  to  exprefle  by  skill  of  painters  rare, 

Her  heal e was  long,  and  yellow  to  the  fame. 

As  might  widi  wire  cf  beaten  gold  compare: 

Her  lonely  cheekes  with  ftiew  of  modeft  Ihame, 
With  rofes  and  with  lillies  painted  are. 

Her  forhead  faire  and  full  of  feemely  cheare. 

As  finoch  as  puHiIht  Iiiorie  doth  appeare. 

iz 

Vndcr  two  arches  of  moft  curious  fafhion. 

Stand  two  black  eyes,y  like  two  cleare  funs  (hind, 
Stedieinlooke,butaptto  take  compaflion. 

Amid  which  lights,  the  naked  boy  and  blind, 
Cafteth  his  darts  chat  caufc  fo  many  a paflion, 
Leaning  a fweete  and  cureleffe  wound  behind. 
From  the  nce  the  nofe  in  fuch  good  fort  defeeded. 
As  enuic  knowes  not  how  it  may  be  mended. 

Vndcr  the  which  in  dew  and  comly  fpace, 

Standeth  the  moudi  ftaind  widr  Vermillion  hew. 
Two  rowes  of  precious  perle  ferue  in  theirplace. 
To  {how  and  Ihu  c,  a lip  right  faire  to  vew, 

Hcpcc  come  the  courteous  words,  & fill  of  grace. 
That  mollifie  hard  harts  and  make  them  new ; 
From  hence  proceed  thofe  fmilings  fweec&|nicc, 
Thatfceme  to  make  an  earrlily  paradice. 
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Herbrefts  as  milkc,hernecke  as  white  as  fnow, 
Roundwasherneckjmoft  plum  & large  her  breft 
Two  luory  apples  feemed  there  to  grow. 

Tender  and  fmooch,and  ficteft  to  be  preft : 
Wailing  like  feas,whe  winds  moft  calm  doth  blow 
-Argos  himfelfe  might  not  defeerne  the  reft. 

Yet  bvprefumption  well  it  might  be  geft. 

That  tirat  which  was  concealed  was  thebeft. 


Her  armes  due  meafure  ofproportionbare. 

Her  faire  whitehand  was  robe  vewedplaine. 
The  fingers  long,  the  ioynts  fo  curious  arc , 

As  neither  knot  appeard  nor  fwelling  vainc. 
And  full  to  perfett  all  thofe  features  rare. 

The  foote  that  to  be  fecne  doth  foie  remaine. 
Slender  and  fhorc,  little  it  was  and  round, 

A finer  foote  might  nowhere  well  be  found. 

She  had  on  curie  fide  prepard  a net. 

Whether  {he  walke,or  laugh, or  fing,or  Hand, 
Bpgtro  now  the  counfell  doth  forger. 

He  had  rcceiud,  late  at-^^cZ/oihand, 

He  doth  at  nought  thofe  holfome  precepts  fet. 
That  warned  him  to  QM.nMcym.s\md, 

He  thought  no  fraud,  no  treafon  nor  no  guile. 
Could  be  accompanid  with  fo  fweete  a fmilc. 

17 

The  dame  of  France,  whom  he  fo  loued  erft. 

He  quite  forgets,  fo  far  a wry  he  Iwarucd  : 

The  tale had  tohimrcheift. 

He  tliinketh  falfc,  or  clfe  by  him  defarued, 
Mtyrm  goodly  {hape  his  hart  fo  perft. 

She  onely  feemd  a miftrclTe  to  be  farued: 

Nc  muft  you  blame  Bsgtras  inclination. 

But  radier  blame  the  force  of  incantation. 
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Now  as  abrode  the  ftately  courts  did  found. 

Of  trumpets,  fhagbot,  comets  and  of  flutes, 
Ellen  fo  within  there  wants  no  pleafing  found. 
Of  virginals,  of  vials  and  oflutes, 

Vpon  the  which  perfons  nor  few  were  found, 
That  did  record  their  loues  and  louing  futes. 
And  in  fome  fong  of  lone  and  w'anton  verfe. 
Their  good  or  ill  fucceffes  did  reherfe. 

Now  for  the  lumptuous  and  luxurious  fare, 

I rhinke  not  they  that  TS^ynttt  did  fucceed. 

Nor  C/fop«/r«  faire,  whofe  riotrare, 
To./^»fow>fuchloueand  lofl'e  did  breed. 

Might  with  Mcytm  any  way  compare, 

Whofe  loue  did  all  the  others  farre  exceed. 

So  deepely  was  {he  rauilht  in  the  fight. 

Of  this  fo  valiant  and  fo  comly  knight. 
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The  fupper  done, and  tables  tane  away, 

Topurpofes  andfuch  like  toyes  they  went. 

One  to  another  fecretly  to  fay. 

Some  word, by  which  fome  pretie  toy  is  ment. 
This  helpt  the  louers  better  to  bewray. 

Each  vnto  other  what  was  their  intent: 

For  when  the  word,  was  hether  toft  and  thither. 
Their  laftconclufion  was  to  he  togither. 
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Thefe  pretie  kinds  ofamorous  (ports  once  ended. 
With  torches  to  his  chamber  he  was  brought, 

On  him  a crew  of  gallant  fquires  attended. 

That  euerie  way  to  do  him  honor  fought. 

The  chambers  furniture  could  not  be  mended, 

I I feemd  ./Irntlme  had  the  hangings  wrought, 

A banket  new  was  made,  the  which  oncefiniihed. 
The  companie  by  one  and  one  dcmilhed. 

Now 
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Quid,  ^urihia 
tnttrdum  vcem 
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j Thu  hfcittictii 
I litfcription  of 
carnatl  pleefwe 
hftdi  >iot  offend 
the  chofi  tares, 
or  thoughts  of  a- 
i tip,  but  rather 
I shame  the  vn- 
i chaff  that  haul 
I themfelues  bene 
at  fuch  hfndt  of 
banl^ets. 


I Sentence. 


It 

Now  was  Rogero  couched  in  his  bed, 

Betweene  a pairc  of  canibnckc  Ihectes  perfumed 
And  oft  he  harkens  with  his  wakefull  hed, 

For  herwliofcloue his  hart  and  foulc  confumed. 
Each  little  noife  hope  of  her  comming  bred. 
Which  finding  falfe  againfthimfclfe  he  fumed, 
Curfing  the  caufc  that  did  him  fb  much  wtong. 
To  caufc  ./lUiiia  tame  thence  fo  long. 
i3 

Sometime  from  bed  he  Ibftly  doth  arife, 

Andjooke  abroad,  if  he  might  her  efpic. 
Sometime  he  with  himfelfe  doth  thus  deuife, 
Nowlhe  is  commmg,now  fhe  drawes  thus  me, 
Soin  et  in  e for  verie  anger  out  he  cries. 

What  meanech  flic,  flie  dodi  no  fafter  hie  ? 
Sometime  he  cafts,  Icaft  any  let  Ihould  be, 
Betweene  his  hand  and  this  defired  tree. 
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But  faire  ./Hcina,  when  with  odors  fwcete. 

She  was  perfumd,accordmg  to  hcrfkiJl, 

The  time  once  come  flie  deemed  fit  and  meetc. 
When  all  the  houfe  werenow  afleepc  and  ftiU, 
With  rich  embroderd  flippers  on  her  feetc. 

She  goes  to  giue  and  take  ofioyes  her  fill 
To  him  whom  hopcandfeare  folong  aflailcd, 

Til  fleepe  drew  on  and  hope  and  feare  both  faded. 

Now  when  ^(inlfos  fucccflbr  efpidc, 

Thofe  earthly  ftarres,her  faire  and  heauenly  eics. 
As  Sulphur  once  inflamed  cannot  hide, 

Ellen  fo  the  mettell  in  his  veines  that  lies, 
Flamdfothat  in  the  skinit  fcant  could  bide: 

But  of  a fodaine  ftraight  he  doth  arifc, 

Leapes  out  of  bed,  and  her  in  armes  embraced, 
Ne  would  he  ftay  till  Ihe  her  felfe  vnlaced. 
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So  vttcrly  impacientof  all  ftay. 

That  though  her  mantell  was  but  cyproiis  light. 
And  next  vpon  her  fmocke  of  lawne  it  lay. 

Yet  fo  the  champ  ion  hafted  to  the  fight. 

The  mantell  with  his  ftirie  fell  away. 

And  now  the  fmocke  remaind  alone  in  fight. 
Which  fmock  as  plaine  her  beauties  all  difclofes. 
As  doth  a glafle  the  lillies  faire  and  rofes. 
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And  looke  how  clofe  the  luye  doth  embrace 
The  treeor  braunch  about  the  which  it  growes  j 
So  clofe  the  loners  couched  in  the  place, 

Each  drawing  in  the  breath  the  other  blowes. 

But  how  great  ioyes  they  found  that  little  (pace. 
Well  we  may  guelfejbut  none  fo  r certain  knowes: 
Such  was  their  fport,fo  wel  they  leere  their  couth. 
That  oft  they  had  two  tongues  witliin  one  mouth. 
28 

Now  though  they  kcepe  this  clofe  with  great  regard, 
Yetnot  lb  dole  buflbme  did  finde  the  fame. 

For  though  that  vertttc  oft  wants  due  reward, 

Yet  leldome  vice  wa^tsdue  deferucd,blame. 
Rfigero  ftill  was  more  and  more  prefard. 

Each  one  to  him  with  <fap  and  courtfie  camej 
For  faire  being  riow  in  loue, 

Would  haiie  him  plaft  the  others  all  aboue. 
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In  plcafurc  here  they  fpend  the  night  and  day. 

They  change  their  clothes  fo  often  as  they  luft. 

Within  they  feaft,thcy  daunce,  dilport  and  play, 

Abrode  they  hunt,thcy  hawke,thcy  ride,  they  iuft. 

And  fo  while  fenfuall  life  doth  beare  the  fway. 

All  difeipjine  is  troden  in  the  dull: 

Thus  while  here  his  time  mil^iends, 

He  quite  forgets  his  duerfe  and  his  frends. 
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For  while  Rpgero  bides  in  feaft  and  ioy. 

King  .Agramant  take  great  care  and  painc, 

Dame  Bradamant  doth  lull er  great  annoy. 

And  trau  aild  far  to  finde  him  all  in  vaine : 

Littleknew  flic  Mdna  did  enioy 

Her  due  delights,  yet  doth  (he  mornc  and  plaine. 

To  thinke  how  ftraungly  this  fame  flying  horfe< 

B.irehim  away  againllhis  will  by  force. 

In  townes,  in  feelds,  in  hils,  in  dales  flic  Ibughr, 

In  tents,  in  campes  ,in  lodgings  and  in  caues^ 

Oft  ihe  enquird,butyet  (he  learned  nought. 

She  paft  theriuers  frelh,  and  fait  feawaues. 

Among  theTurkes  Ihe  leaties  him  not  vnfought, 

(Marcie  the  ring  that  herfromdaungerfaues)  OfthurmiUH^ 
A ring  whofe  vertue  works  a thing  fcant  polfible, 

W hich  holding  in  her  mouth  flic  goes  inuifiblc. 
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She  will  not,  nor  Ihe  cannot  thinke  him  dead. 

For  if  a man  of  fo  great  worth  Ihould  die. 

It  would  fbme  great  report  or  famehaue  bred. 

From  Eaft  vnto  the  Weft,  both  far  and  nie: 

It  c annot  finke,nor  fettle  in  her  head. 

Whether  he  be  in  feas,  in  earth  or  skie. 

Yet  ftill  flic  feekes,  and  her  companions  arc, 

Sorrowesand  fighes,and  fcares,  and  louing  care. 
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At  laft  flie  meanes  to  tume  vnto  the  caue. 

Where  lie  the  great  and  learned  Merhns  bones. 

And  at  that  tombe  to  cricfoloud  and  raue. 

As  fliall  with  pittie  moue  the  marble  ftoncs: 

Nor  till  flie  may  fome  certaine  notice  haue, 

Ofher  beloud  to  ftay  her  plamts  and  mones. 

Hoping  to  bring  herpurpofe  to  effeft. 

By  doing  as  that  Prophet  Ihould  direft, 
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Now  as  her  courfe  to  Poytiers  ward  flie  bent, 

Melijfa  vfingwonted  skill  and  arc, 

Encountred  her,  her  ioumey  to  preUent, 

Who  knew  full  well,  and  did  to  her  impart. 

Where  her  loue  was,  and  how  his  time  he  ipent,> 

Which  grecud  the  vertuous  damfdl  to  the  haft : 

That  fuch  a knight, fo  valiant  erft  and  wife. 

Should  fo  be  dround  in  pleafiire  and  in  vice. 

O poyfond  hooke,  that  lurks  in  fugred  bait, 

O pleafu  res  vaine  that  in  this  world  are  founds 
which  like  a fubtile  theefe  do  lye  in  waite, 

T o (wallow  man  in  finke  of  finne  profound: 

Pf  inces  and  pecrcs,bewarc  of  this  deceit. 

Be  not  in  this  fweete  gulfe  of  pleafurc  dround : 

The  time  will  comc,and  mufti  tell  you  all, 
when  thefe  your  ioyes  (hall  bitter  iceme  as  gall. 
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Xiime  then  your  cloth  of  gold,  to  cloths  ofhearcs. 
Your  fcafts  to  falls',  to  forrowes  tiirneyour  fongs. 
Your  wanton  toyes  andfmilings  into  teares. 

To  reftitution  turnc  your  doing  wrongs, 

Your  fondfecureneffe,  turne  to  godly  fearcs, 
Knowing  that  vengance  vnto  God  belongs, 

Who  when  he  comes  to  ludge  thefoulesofmen. 
It  wiilbe  late  alas  tcrmcnd  it  then. 
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But  BraJamant  that  would  not  onely /pare. 

Her  ring  (to  do  him  good)  but  eke  her  hart : 
Commends  the  ring,  and  him  vnto  her  care, 
Andfo  thefe  Ladies  take  tlieir  leaue  and  part. 
M ell/fa  for  her  loarney  doth  prepare , 

By  her  \Vell  tried  skill  in  Magicke  art, 

A beaft  that  miglit  fupplic  her  prefent  lacke. 
That  had  one  red  footc  and  an  other  blacke. 


Then  lhall  the  vertuous  man  (hine  like  the  funnc, 
Then  fliall  die  vicious  man  repent  his  pleafurc. 
Then  one  good  deed  of  aJmes  fincerely  done. 
Shall  be  more  worth  the  mines  ofindian  treafure 
T hen  fentence  lhalbe  giu’n  which  none  lhal  fliun. 
Then  God  fhal  way  and  pay  our  deeds  by  mcafurc 
Vnfortunate  and  thrife  accurfed  thay. 

Whom  fond  del  ights  do  make  forget  diat  day. 
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But  to  returne  vnto  my  tale  againe, 

1 fay  MeUjfa  tooke  no  little  care. 

To  draw  B^gero  by  fome  honeft  traine. 

From  this  fame  place  of  fcafts  and  daintie  fare. 
And  like  a faidifiill  friend  refufd  no  paine. 

To  fet  him  free  from  her  fweetefencclelle  fnarc, 
To  which  his  vncle  brought  him  widi  intent. 

His  deftinie  thereby  for  to  preuent. 

^9  ■ 

As  oft  we  fee  men  are  fo  fond  and  blind, 

To  carrie  to  thejr  fonnesio  much  afFeddon, 

That  when  diey  feeme  to  lone  they  arc  vnkind, 
(For  diey  do  hate  a child  that  fpai  c correction) 

So  did  ^tUnta  not  with  cuill  mind,  « 

Giue  to  Bpgero  tliis  fo  bad  direction. 

But  of  a purpofe  thereby  to  withdraw. 

His  fatall  end  thathe  before  fbrefaw. 
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For  this  he  fent  him  paft  fo  many  feas, 

Vnto  the  ile  that  1 before  did  name, 

Efteeming  lelTe  his  honour  then  his  cafe, 
Afewyeareshfe,  then  cuerlafting  fame; 

For  this  he  caufed  him  fo  well  to  plcafc 
,4lryrta,  that  fame  richlafciuious  damej 
That  tliough  his  time  old  Z'CeA”  life  had  finifticd, 
Yethcraft'cCtion  fliotild  not  be  deminilhed. 
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But  good  Meliffa  on  a ground  more  furc. 

That  loll’d  his  honour  better  then  his  wcalc,. 

By  found  pcrlwafions  mcanes  him  to  procure. 
From.  ple.Tfures  court  tO' vertues  to  appeale  : 

As  leeches  good  thatinadefprat  cure, 

W ith  fteclc,with  flame,and  oft  with  poifon  healc. 
Of  which  althou^  the  patient  do  complaine. 

Yet  at  the  laft  he  tlianks  him  for  his  paine. 
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And  thus  Meliffa ^xomikd  her  aid, 

Andhelpe;^^we  backe  .againe  to  bring, 

Wlrich  much  recomforted  the  noble  maid, 

That  loll’d  this  knight  aboue  each  earthly  thing, 
Butfor  the  better  doing  this  (Are  faid) 
ft  were  behooffiiUrhat  he  had  her  ring, 

Whofe  vertue  was  that  who  fo  did  it  wearc. 
Should  neucr  need  the  force  of  charmes  to  feare. 
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Such  haft  flie  made,  that  by  the  breake  of  day. 

She  was  armed  in  ^Uynas  ile, 

Butftraight  ihc  changdherftiape,andhcr  arrav, 

: That  (he better  might  beguile, 

, Her  ftacurc  call  flic  makcs,herhead  all  gray, 

; A longwhite  beard  ihe  takes  to  hide  the  wile. 

In  fine  flie  doth  fo  cunningly  difl'emble. 

That  flic  the  old  ,4tLvita  doth  rcfcmble. 

4? 

And  in  this  fort  flie  waitctli  till  flie  might. 

Fortune  to  finde  Kngero  m fit  place. 

Which  vcrie  Icldome  hapt,  for  day  and  night. 

He  ftood  fo  high  in  fairc  .Alcytm  grace. 

That  flie  couldlcaft  abide  of  any  wight, 

, Him  to  be  abfent  but  a minute /pace. 

At  laft  full  crly  in  a morning  fame. 

She  Ijiidc  him  walke  abrodc  to  take  tire  airc. 
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About  his  nccke  a caiknet  rich  he  ware, 

Of  precious  ftoncs,aIl  fet  in  gold  well  tride. 

His  armes  that  erft  all  warlike  weapons  bare. 

In  golden  bracelets  wantonly  were  tide, 

Inrohis  cares  two  rings  conuayed  arc. 

Of  golden  wyre,  at  which  on  either  fide. 

Two  Indian  pearles  in  making  like  two  pcarcs, 
Ofpaftlng  pneewere  pendent  at  his  cares. 
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His  locks  bedewd  with  waters  offwcerfatiour. 

Stood  curled  round  in  order  on  his  lied, 
Hehadfuch  wanton  womanilh  behauour. 

As  though  in  Valence  he  hadlong’bccne  bred, 

So  chaungd  in  /beech,  in  manners  and  in  fauoiir. 
So  from  himfelfe  beyond  all  rcafon  led, 

, By  thefe  inchantmeiits  of  this  am’rous  dame. 

He  was  himfelfe  in  nothing  but  in  name. 
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Which  when  the  wife  and  kind  Meliffa  faw, 
(Refemblmg  ftill  ^tlantat  perfon  fage) 

Of  whom  Bggero  alwayes  ftood  in  aw, 

Ellen  from  his  tender  youth  to  elder  age. 

She  toward  liim  with  lookc  auftere  did  draw, 

, And  with  a voice  abrupt,  as  halfe  in  rage. 

Is  this  (quoth /he)  the  guerdon  and  thegaine? 

I finde  for  all  my  trauell  and,  my  paine  ? 
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Was  it  for  this,  that  I In  youth  rhee  fed. 

With  marrow  of  the  beares  ai)d  lyons  fell  ? 

That  I through  caues  and  defertshaiie  thee  led, 
V/here  lerpents  of  moft  vgly  fliape  do  dwell, 
Where  tygers  fierce , and  cruell  leopards  bred. 
And  taught  thee  how  their  forces  all  to  quell ; 

An  Mth  or  Adonis  for  to  be, 

. Vnto  Alcyna,  as  I now  thee  fee  ? 
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Was  thisforefhowdjby  thofc  obfcnicd  Rarrs, 

By  figures  and  natiiiicics  oft  caft, 

By  dreanicSjby  oracles,  that  ncucr  arrs. 

By  thofe  vaine  arts  I ftiidide  in  time  pall. 

That  thou  Ihouldft  ptoue  lb  rare  a man  in  warrs, 
Whofe  famous  deeds,  to  cndlcs  praife  Ihould  lall? 
Whole  afts  fliould  honord  be  both  far  and  ncare. 
Not;  to  be  maccht  with  luch  an  odicr  pcarc. 
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Is  thisameane,orrcadic  way  you  trow? 

Which  other  worthie  men  hauc  trod  before, 

A Cuftr  or  a Srip/o  to  grow. 

And  to  incrcafc  in  honor  more  and  more? 

But  to  the  end  a man  may  certainc  kno'.v. 

How  thiail  droll  arc  vnto  ^lcyn.u  lore, 

Thou  wearell  here  her  chains  and  llauilh  bands. 
With  which  die  buids  thy  warlike  arms  and  hands. 

If  thou  regard  not  chine  oivne  eftimation, 

Towhich  the  hcau’ns  ordaine  thee  if  thou  would. 
Defraud  not  yet  dime  heires  and  generation, 
Ofwhich  Ihaiic  thee  oftcncimc  foretold. 
Appointed  by  etern  predeftination, 

Except  thou  do  drcir  due  from  them  with-hold. 
Out  of  thy  lo)'nes  and  bowels  to  proceed, 
buch  me  whole  match  the  world  did neiicr  breed. 
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Let  not  lb  many  worthie  a fbule  and  mynd, 

Franid  by  tire  wifdome  of  the  heauer.ly  king. 

Be  hindred  of  the  bodies  them  aflynd, 

Whofe  offpring  chiefe,  mull  of  thy  ill'ue  fpring: 

Be  not  vn:o  thine  owne  blood  fo  vnkynd. 

Of  whole  great  triumphs  all  the  world  ihall  ring, 
Whofe  fucceirors,whorc  children  andpollericie. 
Shall  hclpe  our  countrey  to  her  old  profperitie. 
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What  good  hath  this  great  Queene  vnto  the  done. 
But  memy  ocher  queans  can  do  the  fame? 

What  certaine  game  is  by  her  feruicc  wonne; 
Thatfoone  doth fanlie,fooner doth  defame? 
Wherfore  to  make  thee  Icnow  what  thou  haft  done 
That  of thy  doings  thou  mayfthaue  fomelliame, 
Weare  but  this  ring,  and  next  time  you  repair  e, 
Vnto^/cyiMmaike  iflhebe  faire. 
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J^j^cro  all  abalht  and  mute  did  ft. and. 

With  filent  tongue,and  looke  for  lhamc  down  caft 
The  good  .enchauntrell’e  tooke  him  by  the  hand. 
And  on  hisiinger  ftraighc  the  ring  flie  plaft; 

But  when  this  ring  had  made  him  vnderftand 
His  owne  eftate,  he  was  lb  fore  agaft. 

He  wilht  him  fclfe  faiie  buride  vndcr  ground. 
Rather  then  in  fuch  place  once  to  be  found. 
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But  Ihc  that  faw her  fpeech  tooke  good  cfFeft, 

And  that  l<?"ero  fliamcd  of  his  linne. 

She  doth  her  perfon  and  her  name  deteft. 

And  as  her  felfc  (not  doth  beginne. 

By  counfell  and  aduicehim  to  direifl. 

To  rid  him  felfc  from  this  fo  daungerous  ginne. 
Giuinghimperfcft  notice  and  mUruiftion, 

How  thefe  deccipcs  do  brmgmen  todefttuftion. 


57 

She  lliewd  him  plainly  flic  was  thither  lent, 

By  Brada»utnt  that  lou’dhim  m linceritie. 

Who  to  deliuer  him  from  bondage  ment. 

Of  her  that  blinded  him  with  falfe  profperitie. 
How  flie  tooke  Atlants  pciflin  to  dfincent. 

Her  countenance  might  carrie  more  auftcriiic, 
But  finding  now  him  ho  ne  reduc’tagainc. 

She  faith  Ihe  will  declare  the  matter  plaine. 

And  vnto  him  forthwith  ihe  dorh  impart. 

How  that  faire  dame  that  bell  deferu’d  his  louc, 
S ent  him  that  ring,  and  would  haue  fent  her  hart, 
1 ffo  her  hart  his  good  fo  farre  might  moue. 

The  ring  thisvcrtuchad,ic  couldflibuert 
All  magicke  frauds,  & make  them  vainc  to  prone 
Bsgera  as  I faid,  no  time  didlinger. 

But  put  the  rmg  vpon  his  litlc  finger. 
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When  truth  appeard,  Kogem  hared  n'ore, 
chinas  trim.pties,and  did  them  dcccft. 

Then  he  was  late  enamored  before. 

(O  happ  le  rmg  chat  makes  the  bearer  bleft) 

Now  law  he  that  he  could  not  fee  before. 

How  withdeceipts^/aiwhadbene  drell. 

Her  borowd  beauties,  all  appeared  ftained, 

The  painting  gone,  nothing  but  filch  remained. 
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Eu’n  as  a child  that  taking  from  the  tree 

An  apple  ripe,andhidcsit  infomeplacc. 

When  he  returnes  the  fame  againc  to  fee. 

After  a fenight  or  a forrnights  fpace, 

A Doth  fcantbcleeuc  it  ihoiild  the  fame  flute  be. 
When  rottennefTe  that  ripcneirc  doth  deface. 
And  where  before  delighc  in  it  he  tooke. 

Now  fcant  he  bides  vpon  the  fame  to  looke. 
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Eu’n  fo  ^ogero  plainly  now  dilcridc, 

Mc)\w  foule  difgraces  and  enormicic, 

Becaufe  cf  this  his  ring  flic  could  not  liide. 

By  all  her  paintings  anic  one  deformitic. 

He  faw  moft  plainly  chat  in  her  did  bide, 

Vnto  her  former  beauties  no  conformitie. 
Looking fovgly,  thatfrom  Eaftto  Weft, 

W as  not  a fowler  old  mislhap  en  b eaft. 

Her  face  was  wan,aleane  andwritheld  skin. 

Her  ftature  fcanc  three  horlloues  did  exceed. 

Her  haire  was  gray  of  hue,  and  verie  thin. 

Her  teeth  wer gone,her gumsferu’d in thcirftced. 
No  fpace  there  was  berweene  her  nofe  and  chin. 
Her  noifome  breath  contagion  would  breed, 

In  fine  of  her  it  might  hauc  well  bene  faid, 
ln?<£/7jnyouthlliewasa  pretic  maid. 

^3 

I feare  her  arcs  are  learned  now  a dayes. 

To  countetfait  their  haire,  and  pauu  their  skin. 
But  realbns  ring  clicir  crafts  and  guiles  bewrayes. 
No  wife  men  of  their  paintings  palTe  apin, 

Thofe  vettues  that  in  women  merit  praife. 

Are  fober  fliows  without-  chaft  thoughts  within. 
True  faith,  and  due  obedience  to  their  make. 

And  of  clieir  children  honeft  care  to  take. 
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Now  though  "Rsgtn  (as  before  I fed) 

Detefted  fore  the  vgly  witches  fight, 

Yet  by  MtUjfn  counfcll  wifely  led. 

He  doth  conceale  the  matter  for  a night. 

Till  of  prouifion  he  were  better  (ped. 

With  which  he  might  more  fafely  take  his  flight. 
And  taking  care  his  meaning  clofe  to  hide. 

He  doth  forthwith  his  armour  allprouidc. 

Telling  yilcywt  he  would  go  and  trie. 

Whether  he  werenot  waxen  grofleorno, 

Becaufe  that  idle  he  Iblongdidlye, 

And  neuer  fought  with  any  armed  foc^ 

His  fword  vnto  his  girdle  he  doth  tye, 

With  armour  on,  a waiting  he  doth  go, 

And  with  a fearfe  about  his  arme  he  lapt, 

The  fliield  that  in  the  cyprelTe  cafe  was  wrapt. 
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And  thus  arrayd  he  commeth  to  the  ftable, 
Andtookc  ahorfe(  as  wife  Mtlyffa  taught) 

A horfe  as  blacke  as  any  geat  or  fable. 

So  made  as  ifin  waxe  he  had  bene  wrought, 
Moftfwiftfor  courre,and  of  limbs  ftrong  and  able-, 
This  horfe  hight  Rabican,was  thither  brought. 

By  Duke  ^flolfo,  who  by  forcerie, 

W as  turned  late  into  a mirtlc  tree. 
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As  for  the  Griffith  horfe  that  there  was  by, 
wilheth  him  to  let  him  ftand, 

Saying  that  fhchcrfelfe  er  long  would  trie. 

To  make  him  gentle  to  the  fpur  and  hand. 

And  that  fhe  would  next  day  a time  cfpic. 

To  bring  it  him,  and  let  him  vnderftand. 

How  he  ihould  do,  with  vene  litle  paine,‘ 

Make  him  obey  the  fpur,thc  rod  and  rame. 
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Further  (he  faid  his  fliglit  would  be  fufjiefted. 
Except  he  let  the  Hying  horfe  to  flay; 

R»^ero  none  of  all  her  words  neglcfted. 

But  did  her  counfell  wife  and  fage  obay. 

And  fo  before  his  meaning  was  detefted, 

From  this  misfhapen  haghclfaleaway. 

Meaning  ( if  God  will  graunt  1 im  fo  much  grace) 
To  be  at  in  Ihort  fpace. 

69 

Such  men  of  armes  as  watched  at  the  gate 
He  flue,  the  reft  he  fodainly  affiyled, 

Happic  was  he  fcap  to  with  a broken  pate: 

They  took  their  heels  whe  as  their  harts  the  failed 
Mcyna  now  had  notice  all  to  late, 

Upgero  was  fb  farre  it  nouglit  auailed. 

But  in  another  booke  (hall  be  contained. 

How  him  dame  LogifiiUa  entertained. 
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note  the  notable  alhtrements  of'fltJJAy fenfnalitie,  and  tak^  a good  leffon  to  auoyde  them  onely  hyflymgjrom  them,  as  hath  bene 
inpart  tonclsedbefore . MchlVa'sgood counfell  euerieyoungKogeto  may  apply  to  him  fdfe , and learnetlsereby  tobegone 
ifo  Logiftillas»i»n'»je,  leafi  he  be  turned  into  fame  beafl  or  tree  , as  tbefe  notable  enchauntreffes  do  daily  transforme  their 
follovpers . But  of  all  this  I will Jpeal^e  more  at  large  in  the  ^Uegorie, 

Concerwngthehifiorie of  thisbooke,  thereisno  matter  hifiorioJl  therein,  Onely'wlxre there  tsacomparifonof  theriot  of 
A Icy  na  with  that  of  the  J>erfan  kings,  and  that  o/'Cleopatra,  thofi  to  wlsom  the  florie  ts  knownc,fhali  find  an  explanation 
thereof  in  the  tableor  Index, 

I jhewed  before  how  by  Erifila  is  meant  couetoufnejfe,  which  our  young  gaUants  beate  doWne  but  IfU  not , nay  oft  it  rifeth 
againe  and  ouercomesthem,  and  maizes  them  fall  to  meere  rapine  and  extorcion.y  F hereas  in  the  eightfiaffethe  way  was faid 
to  be  vnpleafaiot  ( though  tlsat feeme  contrarie  to  the fayitrg  o/Hercules  two  wayes  of  rice  and  fertiie'^yet  no  doubt  but  eum 
in  this  Wey  of  fleafure , tisere  be  many  ill  f aimed  and  daungerous  paffages  : as  one  oftlse  fathers  well  noteth , that  a wretched 
worldling, d'th  oftentimetoilemoretogo  to  hell  for  his  labour, then  a yertuotss  mandoth  to  win  heauen,T he  things  that  allure 
moft  to  fenfualitie  are  fet  downe  in  order : in  the  ninth fiaffe  l^nde  entertainment:  in  the  tenthfumpmous  building;  inthe  ele- 
uenth  and fo  forward  to  the  fixteenth  artificiall  beltauiour  and  exquifite  beautic,  fetfoorth  with  all  cunning  , as  Quid  faith, 
& mciuit  formofa  viActfthatisJhe  deferuedwith  the  paine/he  tooke  to  feeme  handfome : in  the  eighteenth,  mufick^  and 
wanton  fonets  ofloue : riotous  fare  in  the  ninteenth , with  all  kfnde  of  deli  cades  to  prouokp  yenerie ; in  the  twentieth  , wanton 
dfeourfesandpurpofes  ,ofwhichcommonlytheirlajlconclufionisto  lyetogether  as  is  there  fay  d:  in  thetwjand  twentieth, 
perfumes  and  all  effeminate  delicacies , in  all  which  we  fie,  the  eye  , the  eare  , the  tafi,  tlx  fmelling,  thefeeling,the  Witte  , the 
thoughts,  all  fed  with  their  obiells  of  delight , mating  men  quite  to  forget  God  and  all  good  counfell , as  Rogcro  quiteforgat 
Bradamant,  and  tlx  counfiH  of Aftolfo.  -^nd  fire  it  is  worth  the  noting  where  it  is  fayd  in  the  fixteenth fiaffe  , that  The 
tale  alflolfo  late  to  him  rehcarft , he  thinketh  filfe  or  elfe  by  him  deferued.  How  young  men  that  at  the  firflhaue 
feemed  yerie  wellgiuen,  yoy  religious, continent  and ftudious  of  all  yertue  and  good  I earning,  yet  after  when  they  come  to  be 
aduaunced  to  high  fauors  , or  to  great  listings,  they  deffife  all  that  was  taught  them  before , and  count  religion  but  a palliciej 
and  philofophie  but  a follie,  and  the  admonitions  ofgraue  and  godly  men  that  reprooue  their  ambition , or  their fenfualitie,  or 
their  extreme  couetoufne{fe,to  proceed  but  of enuie  to  their  high  efiate  and felicitie,  whi  h they  would  be  glad  to  comets  them 
flues  and  conriot.  And furely  if  any  will  but  take  a note  of  airy  fpeciallperfons,  tois:ht  with  any  or  with  all  three  of  theft  enor- 
mous yicesfiet  tlxm  but  market  if  they  haue  uot  in  their  whole  Hues  and  ablions  (and  fome  perhaps  in  plaine  wordsf  difouered 
this  tlxir  contempt  of  religion  andyertuous  difcipline;  I would  this  agewere  barrenof examples  ofthiskinde. 

?{gw  concerning  the  inchauntments  that  bring  men  into  thu  blindneffi  to  thinke  Alcyna  fo  faire  a woman,  it  U nothing  but 
a /hew  of yertue, of beautie,  ofgracioii fneffi,  that  thefooltfh  loner  per/wades  him f elfe  that  he fieth  in  the  per  fin  or  I doll  ofhs 
tnifirejfi , of  which  Petrarkey^V/i , Daquefti  magi  transformato  fiii.  Thefiarethe  witches  that  transformed  me. 
Tbegriefe  that  Bradamant  tak^sfor  Rogeros  mijpendmg  his  time  , may  note  to  vs  the  grace  and  loiigfufierance  of  God, 
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t»\}tntuanrun»tth  tt^ay  afttr  the  worldly  yamtits.  Mclyfla/W  oflerethljerferuice  to  gototecltume'K.CigtrO’.to  figure 
yntors  Mj  preachers  and  pliilofopbers  that JJjew  w by  the  ring{rvhkh  hath  bene  expounded  before  to  be  rtafony  our foule  er- 
rors and  our  waodring  courfes,  andfo  maizes  ys fee  ourowne  deformities,  and  the  deformitieof thatweefleemed fo  dearely,  as 
in  t})H  bool^jou fee  what  manner  ofmonfier  Alcyna  appeared  in  her  owne  libpnejfe,xphen  the  ring  ofreafon  had  diffolued  all 
iachauntments.  Infinite  matter  more  might  be  applied  in  allegoricaU  fence  outoftinsbooke  if  I would  couetto fland yppots 
euerie  fmall  matter  , foras  I faidat  thefirfi  , thefe  two  hookas  be  in  amanner  ameereallegorie  from  the  heginningto  the 
ending. 

T he  cornmingofMcViffd  to  Rogero  aUudeth  to  the  camming  o/Mercuric  to  .^cas  in  Virgill,  wIk  was  tlxn  at  CaT» 
thage  fiayd by  the  loue  o/Dydo  as  Rogero  was  here  by  Alcyna. 

T he  ring  that  had  the  yertue  befide  dijjoluing  inchauntments  to  mai^  Onego  inuifUe^aUitdeth  to  Gyges  r/'/g , of which  it 
uf^dytlsatby  thehelpe  thereof  he  became  Kitgof Lydia, 
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THE  ARGVMENT. 

%o([^ero fled:  Aielifla after ftaid 
Afiolfo  reith  fame  others  to  reflore: 

%enaldo  tnufters fouldiers flntfor  aid, 

T 0 Qoarles  the  great,  who  neuer  needed  morez 
Zy'lngelica  by  drowfle  hermit  laid, 

Is  tane  and  bound  all  naked  to  the  Jhore: 
Orlando  is fo  troubledwtth  hisdreame. 

He  leant s the feruice  of  his  ktng  and  reame. 


H ftrange  enchantments 
vfednowa  dayes, 

Oh  charmers  ftraiinge  a- 
mong  vs  dayly  found, 
That  find  fo  many  charms 
and  fiibtle  wayes , 
Wherwith  they  hold  fond 
loners  harts  faft  bound 
Not  with  coniured  /pi- 
nts that  they  raife. 

Nor  knowledge  of  the  liars  and  skillprofoimd. 
But  blinding  mens  conceits  and  them  faft  tying, 
With  limulation,  fraud,  deceit  and  lying. 

z 

Bh  t he  that  had  the  rule  and  ring  of  reafon,  (cotter 
Should  foonc  their  frauds,rhcir  crafts  & guiles  diE 
And  findc  a hoord  offoule  andlothfome  treafon. 
Lurking  within  the  /hew  of  fuch  a loUer : 

Well  may  they  feeme  moft  louely  for  a feafon. 
When  al  their  wrincklcs  they  with  pamting  couer 
But  vnto  men  of  wit  and  rca/bn  learned, 
Their/ubtleties  /hall  quickly  be  defeerned. 

3 

(as  I faid)  in  fecret  fort. 

With  h^bican  out  of  the  caftle  went. 

Making  the  watch  and  guard  vnpleafant  /port, 
Tlrat  moft  of  them  his  comming  might  repent, 
Some  had  their  armcf  and  fome  their  heads  cut 
Alput  to  flight, the  gates  in  peeces  rent,  (fliort. 
And  then  vnto  the  wood  he  entred,  when 
He  met  by  chance  one  of  Algnsstazn, 

4 

This  man  did  bearc  afaulcon  on  Iris  fill, 


C 

With  which  he  wentonhauking  day  by  day. 

To  flic  in  field  or  riucr  as  he  lift. 

The  countric  full  of  game  ftill  y ccldcd  pray  , 

He  had  a /pannycll  could  not  well  be  mhl. 

And  eke  ahaukingnagge  not  verie  gay. 

And  meeting  good  Rogo-o  halfe  di/guifcd. 

That  he  was  fled  away  he  ftraighi  furmifed. 

5 

The  feruant  rideth  on, and  at  their  meeting. 

He  askt  B^gero  why  he  rode  /b  faft, 

I{ogero  gaue  him  verieflender  gteeting. 

As  though  on  fuch  a fquire  he  little  paft, 

W ell  ( quoth  the  faulkner  ) though  thou  now  art 
I tnift  erlong  to  ftiew  theeftich  a caft,  (fleeting. 
That  with  my  dogge,  my  faulcon  and  my  hor/c, 

I do  not  doubt  to  fetch  thee  backe  by  force. 

6 

And  firfthe  lets  the  faulcon  take  her  flight, 
ran  as  faft  as  (he  did  flic. 

Then  from  his  horfe  the  faulkner  doth  alight, 

His  horfe  flue  like  an  arrow  by  and  by. 

Then  went  the  dogge  who  was  of  courfe  fo  light. 
As  is  the  wind  that  bloweth  in  the  skie. 

And  laft  of  all  himfelfe  ran  with  fuch  /hift, 

I I feem’d  the  hghtnLngs  flame  was  not  fo  fwift. 

7 

B^gero  thinketh  it  a foule  di/gracc. 

That  any  man  (hould  thinke  he  fledfor  fearc. 

And  more  bccaufe  he  now  was  had  in  chafe; 
Wherefore  he  doth  a while  cIk; flight  forbearc, 
And  m.anful!y  to  them  he  turn  *Vhis  face. 

And  feeing  no  man  but  theBaulkner  there. 

And  that  no  weapon  in  hisband  he  faw. 

He  much  difdaind  on  himbis  fword  to  draw. 
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Blit  ftraight  the  dog  doth  bite  his  horfes  hecles, 
Thchaiikchis  head  amazed  with  her  wiiigs. 
When  fuch  ftraunge  foes  forces  feeles. 

He  rifeth  vp  before,  behind  he  flings, 

'B^geto  thought  the  world  had  run  on  whceles. 
And  Balifarda  out  at  once  he  brings. 

But  they,  it  fcemdjfo  well  were  feene  in  fence, 
That  all  his  blows  to  them  brought  no  offence. 

9 

But  loth  to  ftay,  refolued  not  to  yeeld. 

He  takes  his  target  from  hisfaddle  bow^ 

And  with  the  dazling  light  of  that  fame  flieeld, 
Whofc  force  Melylfa  lately  made  him  know. 

He  made  them  fall  as  if  their  eyes  were  feeld. 

So  that  no  farder  let  from  them  did  grow, 
Andhauing  vanquiflit  them  this  wife  with  eafe. 
He  now  may  ride  at  leafure  where  he  plcafe. 

10 

Thefe  foes  once  foild,  their  forces  ouercome, 

Mgnt  ftraight  had  notice  of  his  flight. 

For  of  the  watchmen  one  to  her  was  come. 

That  while  thefe  diings  were  done  did  ftad  in  light 
This  made  her  Hand  like  one  halfe  dead  or  dame. 
And  after  put  her  into  fuch  a fright. 

That  foorthwith  for  auoiding  furder  harme, 
Through  all  the  townflie  made  them  crie  alarmc. 

11 

And  calling  oft  her  fclfe  a foolifn  bcaft, 

Becaufe  ¥y>gero  fo  from  her  was  flipt. 

Sometime  ihe  beats  her  head,  her  face  & breaff. 
Sometime  in  rage  her  garments  all  Iheript, 

She  calleth  all  her  men  from  moft  to  leaft, 

A part  of  whom  vneo  the  fea  Ihe  Ihipt, 

And  of  the  reft  (he  makes  a mightie  band. 

To  fetch  Kygen  backe  againe  by  land. 

All  were  fo  bufie  to  thisfeniice  bent. 

That  none  remaynd  the  pallace  fairc  to  jard. 
Which  greatly  helpt  Mely/fts  good  intent. 

Which  chiefly  was  as  you  before  haue  hard, 

Tofet  at  large  pooreprilhersfo  long  pent. 

Which  now  to  do  ((he  abfent)  was  not  hard, 
Difloluing  all  her  circles  and  her  knots. 

And  ftroy  mg  all  her  figures  and  her  lots. 

And  thus  in  fields,  in  houfes  and  in  woods. 

She  fet  at  large  as  many  as  fhe  found. 

That  had  bene  turnd,to  trees,  to  ftones  & floods. 
And  in  that  ftate  by  magicke  art  faft  bound, 
Likewife  to  them  (he  rendred  all  their  goods, 
Who  when  they  faw  them  felues  fo  clcare  vnboud. 
Departing  thence  with  all  the  haft  they  might. 
To  LogejiilU  they  ariu’d  that  night. 

And  firft  of  all,and  chiefe  of  all  the  reft. 

The  Englifli  Duke  came  to  him  fclfe  againe, 
Becaufe  Bogero  lou’d  and  wi(ht  him  beft. 

Lending  the  ring  thatmakcsinchanrments  vaine. 
But  good  MehfJ'acoM  by  no  means  reft, 

Vntill  (he  could  his  armour  eke  regame. 

And  that  famefamous  worthie  giulded  launce. 
That  had  to  him  fuch  honor  done  in  Fraunce. 


W ith  which  ^rgalia  got  no  litle  fame. 

Who  vfed  oft  the  fame  in  fight  to  beare. 

Now  when  Alelyjfa  to  the  caftle  came, 

She  found  his  other  armour  with  the  fpeare. 

This  done,  the  fage  and  frcndly  warie  dame. 

Mounts  on  the  Grifiithhorfe  without  all  fe-are. 

And  Duke  mounting  on  his  crupper. 

To  Loge/filliti  came  that  night  to  fupper. 

i6 

Now  was  B^gero  with  no  fmall  a do. 

Tiring  him  fclfe  amid  thofc  craggic  ways. 

And  ftriuing  all  that  he  withpaine  may  do. 

To  cut  of  all  thofelothfomelong  delays. 

That  hindred  him  from  fconer  commmg  to 
That  Ladie  faire  whofe  vertues  merit  pratfe. 

Till  neare  the  Sotherne  fea  after  longpaine. 

He  came  vnto  a fandie  defert  plaine. 

17 

Here  was  he  plagu’d  with  diirft  and  parching  heat. 

And  with  thellinne  refledingon  thefand, 

Which  from  the  South  vpon  the  banke  did  bear, 

Enflaming  ftill  the  aire  on  cither  hand. 

But  Icauing  now  ^ogero  m this  fweat,  H.fcWmathit 

That  ftill  1 may  not  in  one  matter  ftand,  matter  iq. 

To  Scotland  now  I will  returne  againe,  33. 

And  of  BgntiUo  talke  a word  or  twame. 

18 

Great  was  his  entcrt.ainment  and  his  chearc. 

Made  by  the  kmg  and  people  of  the  land. 

After  which  feafts  once  done , the  worthie  pearc. 

As  was  his  charge,  doth  let  them  vndctftand. 

How  Charles  the  grcac,whofe  ftate  doth  touch  the 
Innofmal  need  of  their  good  aid  did  ftad,  (nearc 
And  how  for  this  he  fent  him  to  their  nation: 

And  to  this  talc  he  ads  an  exhortation. 

19 

Then  was  it  aunfwerd  him  without  delay. 

That  for  kmg  Charles  and  for  the  Empires  fake. 

They  all  were  readie  to  do  all  they  may,  ' 

And  would  for  this  behoofe  (hort  order  take, 

Offring  to  fhew  (if  he  awhile  would  ft.iy) 

What  ftore  of  horfc  and  fbotmen  he  could  make: 

Namely  the  kmg  him  felfe  would  be  right  glad. 

To  go  in  perfon,  but  his  age  forbad. 

ao 

Neither  (hould  age  with  him  fo  much  haue  done. 

As  make  him  from  the  battell  to  abide. 

Sane  that  he  had  a wife  and  valiant  fonne,  ’ ™ 

Able  and  apt  a band  of  men  to  guide, 

Whofe  value  had  alreadie  praifcs  wonne, 

And  of  his  youth  was  now  in  floure  and  pride. 

This  noble  toward  impe  he  doth  intend. 

As  captaine  of  his  armed  men  to  fend. 

21  , 

Wherfore  about  his  rcalmc  foorthwith  he  fent. 

To  get  of  horfes  and  of  men  good  ftore,  . 

With  (hips, and  things  to  war  moft  pertinent, 
Asneedfu]lmeace,andmonyneedfullmore:  SeHttnee. 

The  while  Bynaldo  into  England  went,  | 

The  kmg  to  Barwicke  companie  him  bore,  I 

And  men  report  that  when  they  (hould  depart,  1 

The  king  was  fecne  to  weepe  for  tender  hart. 
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^eitaldo  went  with  fairc  and  profprous  wind  , 

PafTine  along  vpon  the  Englifli  coaft, 

Vntill  nc  hap t the  noble  T ems  to  find. 

Of  which  all  London  iuftly  make  their  boaft, 
Here  he  tooke  land  as  firft  he  had  alTignd, 

And  intvvelue  howers  iourney  ridingpoft, 

Vnto  the  Prince  of  Wales  he  was  condiifted. 
Whom  of  thefc  matters  fully  he  inftrufted. 

The  Prince  that  was  Vicegerent  to  the  king, 

(Oton  by  name)  who  fbioiirnd now  m France, 
From  whom  ^nalclo  did  commiflion  bring. 

To  take  vp  horfe  and  men  and  ordinance: 

When  hchadonce  true  knowledge  of  that  thing, 
Which  of  all  otherhe  would  moft  aduance, 
Marihald  his  men  of  armes  without  delay. 

And  points  them  meete  at  Callice  by  a day. 

^4  . 

Buthere  I mufl;  a while  from  hence  digreue, 

Left  to  one  tale  my  pen  Ihould  ftill  be  bound. 

As  good  mufitians  do  their  skill  exprelfe. 

By  playing  on  the  firings  of  diuers  Ibund, 

While  Rmaldherc  ischeard  with  great  cxccflc, 
(As  eucr  in  the  Engliih  land  is  found) 

1 meane  to  tell  how  that  faire  Ladie  fped. 

That  twife  before  from  this  Kenddo  fled. 

I told  you  hovi  dn^elica  the  bright. 

Fled  from  I^enddo  in  a thicke  darkc  wood. 

How  on  a hermit  there  (he  hapt  to  light. 

And  how  her  fight  reuiu’d  his  aged  blood: 

But  fhe  that  tooke  in  him  but  fmall  delight, 
Whofe  hoarie  haircs  could  do  her  litle  good. 
With  this  good  hermit  made  but  litle  flay. 

But  turnd  her  horfes  raines  and  went  away. 

i6 

The  hermit  feinghe  fb  contemned  was, 

(Whom  age  long  fine c,andloue  did  newly  blind) 
Spurring  a thoufand  times  his  filly  afle, 

■vCftio  ftill  remained  more  and  more  behind, 
Becaufe  he  faw  he  could  not  bring  to  pafle. 

To  flop  hercourfe  (atflifted  much  in  mind) 

In  vaine  he  doth  his  poore  afle  beate  and  curie, 

. His  trot  was  very  bad  his  gallop  wbrfe. 

27 

And  being  out  of  hope  ofcommingnyre. 

As  hauing  almoft  loft  her  horfes  rracke. 

He  ftudies  now  to  compafle  his  defire. 

With  fome  rare  ftratageme  to  bring  her  backc, 
Vnto  that  art  forthwith  he  doth  retire, 

(That  damned  art  that  is  furnamed  blacke) 

And  by  his  books  of  magicke  he  doth  make, 

A litle  fpright  the  Ladie  ouertake. 

And  as  the  hound  that  men  the  tumbler  name. 
When  he  a hare  or  cunnie  doth  cipie, 

Seemeth  another  way  his  courfe  to  frame. 

As  though  he  meant  not  to  approch  more  nie,  „ 
But  yet  he  mecteth  at  the  laft  his  game. 

And  fliaketh  it  vncill  he  make  it  die. 

So  doth  the  hermit  traueife  all  about. 

At  eu’rie  uirne,  to  find  the  damfcUoiit. 


What  he  intends  to  do  fidl  w ell  I wot. 

And  meane  er  long  the  fame  to  you  to  fliow. 

The  damfell  traucld  ftill  thatknew  it  not. 

The  fpright  to  do  his  office  was  not  flowj 
For  ftraight  within  the  horfe  him  felfc  he  got. 

As  ihe  on  fands  of  Gafeoignefeas  did  go. 

The  fpright  that  fully  had  pofleft  the  horfe, 
Drauc  her  into  the  lea  with  all  his  forces 
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Which  when  the  faire  andfearfull  damfell  faw. 
Although  flie  trideful  oft  with  rod  and  raine, 
Herpalffey  from  his  daungerous  courfe  todraw. 
Yet  feeing  plainly  fhe  did  ftnue  in  vaine, 

With  colour  chaungd  foranguilh  and  for  aw. 
And  calling  oft  herlooketolandagaine. 

At  laft  (he  fitteth  ftill,  nor  further  ftriueth, 

For  needs  they  mufl  go  whom  the  deuilldriucth. 

In  vaine  it  was  to  ftrike  the  horfe  her  bare. 

It  was  not  done  by  the  poore  palfreys  fait, 
Wherfore  Ihc  tucks  her  garments  taking  care. 
Left  they  Ihould  be  bedewd  with  waters  fait, 
Vpon  her  hairc,which  then  all  loofe  (he  ware. 
The  airedoth  make  an  amorous  afl'alt. . 

The  greater  winds  were  ftill,  I thinly  qfdewrio. 
That  they  acknowledge  to  fo  rare  d bl^ue. 

The  waters  more,  tire  land  ftill  lefle  fhelecSv 
At  laft  fhe  faw  but  one  (mall  peece  or  land. 

And  that  fmall  peece  in  fmall  time  fhe  doth  lecfe 
Now  fees  Ihe  neither  fliore  nor  anie  fand. 

Then  cold  difpaire  all  liuely  hope  did  freefe. 
When  as  her  horfe  did  turne  to  the  right  hand. 
And  at  the  twylight  or  not  long  before. 

Brought  her  vnto  a folitaric  fhore. 

^ 

Here  flie  remaining hclplefle  and  alone. 

Among  the  fruteleff  trees  and  fenceleffe  rocks. 
Standing  her  fclfe  all  like  the  marble  (lone. 

Sane  that  fome  time  fhe  tare  her  golden  locks. 
At  laft  her  eyes  to  tearsj  her  tong  to  mono. 

She  dotli  refolue,  her  faire  foft  breaft  fhe  knocks. 
Blaming  the  God  of  heau’n  andpowre  dciiine. 
That  did  the  fates  vnto  her  fall  encline. 
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O fortune  fortune  (thus  the  damfell  cride) 

Fill  now  thy  ragCjand  execute  thine  ire. 

And  take  this  life  that  takeft  all  befide. 

And  let  my  death  accomplifh  thy  defirej 
1 haue  and  dayly  do  thy  force  abide, 

Feare  ftill  my  mind,  trauell  my  limbs  doth  tire. 
And  makes  me  thinke  in  this  great  ftorme  & drift 
That  death  were  fweet  to  fliorten  fuch  a life. 


Can  all  thy  mallice  dome  fiirtherlpitc? 

Can  anie  date  be  worfe  or  more  vnftedic? 

That  am  from  princely  feepterbanilht  quite, 

A helplefle  hap  and  hurt  pad  all  remedie. 

And  worfe  then  this, mine  honor  Ihining  bright, 
Is  ftained  lore, .and  cu*n  defafte  alredie. 

For  though  in  aft  no  ill  I cuer  wrought. 

Yet  wadring  thus  wil  make  men  think  me  nought. 


Settetict, 


C/tfar  put  ttvety 
lit  wife  for  fu- 
ftntion  .a'deiiint 
l/^o»  folum  a 
mulo.fedafu- 
{pit’.mt  euftendi 
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What  can  a woman  hold  of  anic  price. 

If  once  Ihe  Itefe  her  honor  and  good  name? 

Alas  I hate  this  beaiitie  anp  delpifc. 

And  wifli  itneuer  had  bene  offuch  fame; 

Ne  do  1 for  this  guife  now  thanke  the  skies, 

^ By  which  my  Ipoile  and  vttcr  mine  came. 

Which  caufd  my  brother  ^ rgal  (hed  his  blood, 

Ne  could  his  arms  enchaunted  do  him  good. 
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^UrhiftcrUc,  For  this  the  king  of  Tartar 
fabieufttdovvat  Sought  of my  father  Galajron  the  Ipoile, 

Urge  »n  Boi.  Who  whyjome  was  in  India  cald  great  Cane, 

^dee  Orlando  afjgf  forow  of  the  fo;lc. 

tHaraerato.  ^ j doubling  to  be  cane, 

Trauell  from  place  to  place  with  endleflc  toile: 
Now  to  be  loft, alas  what  haft  thou  left  me. 

Since  fame  and  goods  & frends  arc  all  bereft  me? 

If  drowning  in  the  Tea  were  not  a death, 

Cmell  enough  to  quench  thy  raging  Ijiite, 

Then  fend  fome  bcaft  out  of  this  defert  heath. 

To  tcare  my  limbs  and  to  dciioure  me  quite: 

I (liall  the  thanke  for  flopping  of  my  breath. 

If  to  torment  me  thou  haue  no  dclighc 
- Thefc  wofuU  words  vtterd  the  Ladic  bright, 

When  ftraight  the  hermit  came  within  her  fight. 
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Who  all  tile  while  had  in  a corner  flood. 

Hearing  her  make  thispiteousplaint  and  mone. 
Proceeding  from  her  lad  and  mourning  moodc. 
Able  to  mouc  a hart  as  hard  as  ftonc: 

Itdid  tlie  Senex  fornicator  good. 

To  rhinkc  that  he  was  there  with  her  alone. 

Yet  fo  deuoutly  commeth  this  old  carrion. 

As  though  it  had  bene  VanUot  SzincH illation, 
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When  as  the  damfclllaw  a man  appeare. 

In  fuch  a defert  folitarie  place. 

She  ftraight  began  to  be  of  better  cheare, 
Though  fearc  and  dred  appeare  ftill  in  lier  face: 
And  with  a voyce  fq  loud  as  he  might  hcarc, 

She  prayd  him  pitie  this  her  wofiiJl  cafe, 
Recountingallher  daungersoucrblowne. 

To  him  to  whom  they  were  alreadieknowne. 
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Nolboner  had  the  hermit  heard  her  out, 

But  ftraight  to  comfort  her  he  doth  begin. 
Shewing  by  manie  rcafons  and  deuour. 

How  all  thefe  plagues  were  font  her  for  her  fin; 
The  while  he  puts  his  faweie  hands  about. 
Sometime  herbreafts  ,lbmtime  her  neck  Sechin, 
And  more  and  more  ftiU  gathering  hart  of  grace. 
He  ofiers  boldly  her  for  to  embrace. 
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But  flic  that  much  dildaind  this  homly  faflrion, 
Staining  her  cheeks  witlr  red  for  vcric  fnamc, 
Thruft  back  his  carren  corps  without  compaffion 
Reuiling  him  with  many  a Ipitefull  name, 

Who  tcitie  with  old  age,  and  with  newpaflion. 
That  did  him  now  with  wrath  and  loue  enflame: 
Drawes  out  a bottell  of  a ftraungc  confeftion. 
That  llccpcprocurcth  by  a ftrong  infeftion. 


With  this  he  fprincklcth  both  the  damfcls  eyes, 
(Thofc  eyes  whence  Cnpid  oft  his  arrows  fhot) 
Straight  found  a flecpe  the  goodly  damfcll  lyes, 
Subieded  to  the  will  of  fuen  a lot: 

Ne  yet  for  ought  he  did,  or  could  dciiifc. 

Could  he  procure  his  curtail  ftur  a iot. 

Yet  oft  he  kill  her  lips,hcr  cheeks,her  breft. 
And  felt  and  faw  tire  beauties  of  the  reft. 


44 

The  dullerd  iade  ftill  hangeth  dowiic  his  hed, 
Sturring  nor  lpurring,could  not  make  him  pradcc 
The  fundrier  wayeshe  fayd  the  worfc  hefped, 

His  you  thful  days  were  done, he  could  not  daunce 
His  ftrength  was  gone,liis  courage  all  was  dead. 
His  weapon  looked  like  a broken  launcc. 

And  while  him  felfc  in  vainc  he  thus  doth  cumber 
Hefalleth  downe  by  her  into  a flumber. 


But  now  another  euill  thaunce  befell, 

( For  one  ill  turnc  alone  is  fcldome  done) 
The  which  to  ih'cnd  1 may  the  better  tell, 
Know  that  about  the  fetting  of  the  fonne. 
There  is  an  ile,  Ebuda,  as  men  tel!, 

Whofe  habitants  arcwclnigh  aJlvndonc, 

By  mcanes  that  mightie  Troteuf  thither  fenr. 
An  Orke  chat  doth  the  people  tcare  and  rent. 
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Within  this  ile  as  anneientftories  tell, 

(I  not  affirme,  how  falfc  they  arc  or  true) 
Sometime  a king  of  mightie  powrc  did  dwell. 
That  had  a dau^iter  paffing  faire  of  hue, 

T he  which  faire  Ladre  Vrotem  Lkt  fo  well. 
When  her  on  fands  in  walkinghedid  vew. 
That  though  he  dwelt  in  waters  fait  and  cold. 
Yet  frefh  hotc  louc  on  him  had  taken  hold. 


Wliichheatewhcnallthcfea  could  not  affwage, 

He  thought  her  milkwarm  flefti  could  only  qilccl^ 
And  (for  he  faw  Are  was  of  lawful]  age) 

W ith  her  confent  heforft  the  princely  wench. 
Which  fmne  did  fer  her  fatlicr  in  fuch  rage. 

That  ftraight  condemning  her  in  open  bench. 
Her  of  her  life  he  publickly  bercaued. 

Nor  Ipard  the  infant  in  her  wombe  conccaucd. 
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This  cruel]  aftherlouerfocnflamed. 

On  king  and  Hand  he  doth  wreake  his  Ipitc, 
Sending  that  monfter  that  before  I named. 

With  ocher  beafts  to  ftroy  thedand  quite, 

Thefe  monfters  hurt  their  men, bcat,kild  & lamed 
In  fineput  all  the  people  in  fuch  fright. 

That  to  efrape  the  bcaft  deiioidofpidc. 

They  left  their  fields  and  fled  vneo  tlieir  citic. 
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And  though  armd  men  the  gates  and  walls  defend, 

Y ct  they  within  fcant  thought  them  felues  fecurc, 
And  fith  their  harmes  haue  neither  eafe  nor  end. 
Tired  thefe  tedious  trauels  to  endure, 
Vnto^/’o/ior  oracle  they  fend. 

To  know  how  they  theirfaftie  might  procure. 
Who  after  humble  futc  and  facnfice, 

Aunfwcrd  them  of  Ebuda  in  this  wife. 

Blood 
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B!ood  guiltlelfe  fpilc  did  breed  great  Vrotettt  ire, 
Inflamdwith  louCj-ind  Rd  with  beaucie  rare. 
Blood  guiltlcffe  muft  be  fpilt  to  quench  this  firej 
Till  one  be  found  may  with  thefirft  compare: 
This  you  mil  ft  do  and  if  you  peace  defire. 

To  take  of  damfeLs  thofe  that  faireft  are. 

And  offer  one  a day  vpon  tlic  ftiorc. 

Till  he  find  one  hkcvnto  diat  before. 

This  woflill  anfwer  breeding  muchdelpaire. 

And  more  diflike  within  their  carcfull  harts. 

To  thinke  that  eu’rie  day  a damfcll  fairc, 

Muft  for  a pray  be  giu’n  without  defarts; 

This  is  the  caufe  that  maketh  them  repaire, 

(To  findfufficient  ftorc)  to  fundiie  parts: 

And  get  clicm  virgins  faire  and  yndefiowred. 

Of  this  moft  \ g!y  orkc  to  be  dcuoured. 

Now  if  this  be  oiTrotim  true  or  not, 

I meane  not  in  defence  ofit  to  ftand. 

But  this  IS  certaine  fo,  full  well  1 wot, 

Men  vfe  this  crueil  cuftomc  in  that  land. 

And  day  by  day  a maid  is  drawne  by  lot. 

Left  for  a pray  vpon  the  roclce  or  fand, 

Vnto  the  monfter  that  doth  them  deuourc, 

Eii’n  in  their  prime  ofyouth  and  tender  flourc. 
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O wretched  wights  whomfubtlefnareshauc  brought 
To  this  vnfjrtunate  and  facall  lie, 

Wnere  damfels  faire  & handfomc  out  are  fought. 
To  feruc  for  foode  vnto  a monfter  vile. 

Their  pirats  bring  the  home  their  vell’cls  fraught. 
With  uich  tliey  take  by  force, or  trap  with  wile. 
With  which  they  fill  their  prifons  and  tlicir  towrs. 
To  hauc  them  rcadie  at  appointed  howrs. 
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Thus  (ending  out  their  vefTels  day  by  day. 

It  chaunc't  that  one  cf  them  with  tempeft  toft, 
Hapt  to  ariue  whereas  the  hermit  lay. 

With  that  faire  Ladiehard  vpon  the  coft: 

Oh  crueil  chaunce,oh  precious  peerlefl'epray. 
Either  among  the  pirats  to  be  loft. 

Or  to  be  caried  to  the  fatall  ile, 

To  be  deuoured  of  a monfter  vile. 
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Thatbeautic  rare  thztSacrapant  ay  deemed. 

Dearer  then  lining, Iibcrtie  or  life: 

That  beaiitie  rare  that  to  Orlando  feemed, 

Fitteft  of  all  the  world  to  be  his  wife: 

That  beautie  rare  in  India  fo  eftcemed. 

That  bred  fo  manic  a blow  and  bloodic  ftrife; 

Is  now  (b  quite  of  ayd  and  comfort  reft. 

Not  one  to  Ipcake  a word  for  her  is  left. 

The  damfel!  faire, drownd  in  a deadly  fleepe, 
Was'tane  and  bound  before  (he  could  awake. 

Alio  the  drowfie  fryer,  to  make  him  keepe 
Her  companic,away  widi  them  thev  take: 

This  done  they  launched  out  into  the  deepe. 

And  with  this  precious  pray  they  homv/ard  make. 
Where  in  a caftell  they  detaind  her  thrall,  js 
VntiU  to  die  hetlucklelfe  lot  (hould fall,  V 
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Yet  fuch  gi  cat  force  her  pafiTing  beau  tic  had. 

Among  thcfc  barbarous  andlauagc  wights. 

That  they  appeared  forowfull  and  fad, 

Waying  the  daunger  of  her  doleful!  plights. 

It  feemed  all  of  tlicm  would  hauc  bene  glad, 
Tohauepreferu’dhci  many  dayes  and  nights: 

But  fuch  finall  ftorc  of  others  there  remained. 

At  laft  to  offer  her  they  were  conftrained. 
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Who  can  the  woes,  the  tears, the  plaints  rehearfe. 

The  lamentations  and  the  mourning  found. 

That  feemd  the  heau’ns  them  felues  with  noife  to 
To  rent  th;  rocks,&  ftir  the  ftedic  groud?(pcarcc 
Her  iu’rie  corps,  conuayd  (as  in  a hcai  fe) 

By  wailing  Wig, us  where  they  muft  Icaueitboud: 

The  thought  hereof  in  me  fuch  pang  doth  breed, 

I can  no  fiirderin  this  tale  proceed. 
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Wherfore  I muft  fome  other  matter  find, 

VntiU  my  mufe  her  forow  may  afEvage, 

For  fure  no  crueil  beaft  were  fo  vnkind. 

Nor  tygerin  their  greateft  wrath  and  rage. 

Nor  anic  crue  U tyrant  can  we  find, 

(Although  there  are  good  ftore in  cu’ry  age) 

That  could  behold  or  tliinke  without  compaflion, 

A Ladle  bounden  in  fo  vile  a fafliion. 
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GhhadOr/dwaTonoticc  ofher  fmart. 

Who  was  to  Paris  gone  to  feeke  her  out. 

Or  thofe  two  knights  whom  late  the  fend  didpart 
T he  which  for  loue  of  her  together  fought. 

They  would  for  her  vfe  all  pame,care  and  art. 

Of  death  nor  daunger  they  would  put  no  doubt:  „ 

But  if  tney  helpenotnow,  itis  no  wonder, 

Sith  they  and  ihe  were  plaft  fo  fan  e a funder. 

Now  in  this  time  to  Paris  fiege  was  layd. 

By  famous  ^gram/tnt  T raianosfonne, 

Of  which  at  laft  they  grew  fb  fore  affrayd. 

The  townc  had  almoftof  the  Turks  bene  v/onne. 

Had  not  their  vowes  procurd  them  heau’nly  ayd. 

They  had  bene  mind  all  and  quite  vndonc. 

The  force  of  Fraunce  had  welnigh  then  bin  foiled 
The  holy  Empire  had  almcftbcnelpoiled. 
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For  when  that  now  the  citie  was  on  fire, 

And  when  all  hope  of  humane  helpc  was  pad, 

Then  mightic  God  forgetting  wrath  and  ire, 

Vpon  their  tears,  repentance  triicjand  faft. 

At  CharUshis  humble  prayer  and  defire. 

With  helpe  fromheau’n  relceu’d  tliem  at  the  laft: 

Sending  fuch  raine,to  ayd  the  noble  Prince. 

As  feld  was  feenc  before,  and  neucr  fince. 

Now  lay  Orlando  on  his  rcftlefle  bed^ 

Thinking  with  flecp  e to  reft  his  troubled  fprice. 

But  ftill  a thoufand  thoughts  pofTcft  his  head. 

Troubling  his  mind  and  fleepe  expelling  quite: 

As  circles  in  awatcrclcare  are  fpred. 

When  funne  doth  fhine  by  day  & moone  by  night. 
Succeeding  one  another  in  a ranke,  Sirr.  't!*, 

Till  all  by  one  and  one  do  touch  tite  bankc, 
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So  when  his  miftreffe  enterd  in  his  thought, 

(As  lightly  flic  was  neuer  thence  away) 

The  thought  of  her  in  him  fuch  circles  wrought, 
As  kept  him  waking  euer  night  and  day: 

To  thmke  how  he  from  India  had  her  brought. 
And  that  flie  fhou’d  thus  on  the  fudden  ftray. 
Nor  that  he  could  of  her  true  notice  know. 

Since  Charles  at  Burdells  had  tlie  ouerthrow. 

The  greefe  hereof  did  him  mofl  nearely  tuch. 

And  caufd  him  often  tohimfelfetolay. 

What  beaft  would  haue  bene  ouerrulde  fo  much? 
That  when  I might  haue  made  her  with  me  ftay, 
(For  why  her  lone  and  zeale  to  me  was  fuch. 

That  in  her  life  flie  neuer  faid  me  nay) 

Yet  1 mtift  fuffer  1S(amus  for  to  guard  her. 

As  though  my  felfe  but  litle  did  regard  her. 
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1 fliould  to  Charles  rather  myfclfehaue  fcured> 

And  as  1 did,  haue  kept  the  damfcll  ftillj 
Orifexcufes  all  had  bene  refufed, 

1 mightinfteeJof  reafon  pleaded  will: 

And  rather  then  haue  bene  fo  much  abufed. 

All  thofe  that  Ihould  refill  me  flay  and  kill. 

Ac  leaft  1 might  haue  got  her  fafer  keeping. 

And  not  haue  let  her  thus  be  loft  with  lleeping. 
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Where  bideft  thou,where  wanderft  thou  my  dcarc? 
So  young,  fo  louely  and  fo  faire  of  he  w ? 

Eu'n  like  alambcjwhcn  ftarrs  do  &ft  appeare, 
(Her  dame  and  fhepherd  being  OTtofvcw) 
Bleateth  aloud  to  make  the  flicplierdhearc. 

And  in  her  kvndher  euillhap  dothrew, 

Vntill  the  wolfc  doth  find  her  to  herpaine, 
Thefelie  ihepherd  feeking  her  in  vaine. 
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Where  is  my  loue,  my  ioy,  my  liiies  delight  ? 

Waderft  thou  ftil?  do  not  the  woliies  offend  thee? 
Needcft  thou  not  the  fern  ice  of  thy  knight? 
Kcepft  thou  die  floury  did  fo  much  comend  thee? 
That  flourc  chat  me  may  make  a happie  wight, 
Thar  floure  for  whidi  I euer  did  defend  thee, 
That  1 forbare  toplcafe  thy  mynd  ( to  chaft) 

Is  not  diac  flourc  alas  now  gone  and  paft? 

O moftvnfortimate  and  wretched  1, 

If  they  haue  tane  that  fweet  and  precious  floure. 
What  can  I do  in  fuch  a cafe  but  die  ? 

Yea  I would  ki'.l  my  felfe  this  prefent  hourc, 

1 would  tltis  woild,  and  that  to  come  defie, 

Earth  firft  my  coarre,and  hell  my  foule  dcuourc. 
And  this  vneo  him  felfe  Orlando  fayd. 

Being  with  cate  and  forows  ouerlayd. 
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Now  was  the  time  when  man  and  bird  and  beaft, 
Giues  to  his  traueld  bodie  due  repofe, 

When  fome  on  bcds,and  fomc  on  boords  do  reft, 
Slccpe  making  them  forget  both  frends  and  foes. 
But  cares  do  thee  Orlanit  lb  moleft, 

That  fcarce  thou  canft  thine  eyes  a litle  clofe. 
And  yet  that  fiigitiue  and  litle  flumber. 

With  dreams  vnplcafant  thee  doth  vex  & cumber. 
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He  dreamt  that  ftanding  by  a plcafant  grccnc, 

Vpon  a bankc  withfragrant  flourcs  all  painted. 
He  faw  the  faireft  fight  that  erft  was  fccne, 

1 meane  that  face  with  which  he  was  acquainted. 
And  drofe  two  ftars  that  Cu^id.  lits  becwccnc,  (ted 
Whece  came  y flraft  whofc  hed  his  harchatli  tain- 
The  fight  wherof  did  breed  in  him  that  pleallirc, 
Thathe  preferd  before  all  wordly  treafurc. 
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He  thought  him  felfe  tire  fornmateft  wight. 

That  euer  was,  and  eke  the  blefledft  louer, 

Bii  c lo  a ft  orme  deftroyd  the  flowers  quite. 

And  all  the  pleafanc  bankc  with  hailc  did  coucr; 
Thenfuddenly  departed  his  delight. 

Which  he  remaind  all  hopelcllc  to  rccoiicrj 
Being  of  this  great  tempeft  fo  affrayd. 

That  in  the  wood  to  fau c her  felfe  flic  ftrayd. 

Ande  there  (rnhappic  wrctch)againft  his  will. 

He  loft  his  Ladie  in  vnluckic  howrc: 

But  her  to  find  againe  he  traueld  ftill,  • 
Employing  to  her  faftie  all  his  powrc. 

The  woods  and  defects  he  witii  plaints  doth  fill. 
Crying  alaSjturiid  is  my  fwecttofbwrc: 

And  while  thefe  famc,&  fuch  like  words hefayd: 
He  thoughthe  hard  her  voyce  demaunding  ayd. 
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At  this  fame  voice  (well  knownc)  awhile  he  ftayd. 
Then  fofowd,  as  the  found  him  guided  moft, 
With  this  mifehance  his  mjmd  was  much  difinaid. 
His  bodiefore  with  toile  and  trauell  toft: 

When  ftraighthehard  an  another  voice  that  faid 
Now  hope  no  more  for  all  diy  hope  is  loft. 

And  of  the  fudden  waking  with  the  found. 

His  eyes  all  full  of  watrie  tears  he  found. 
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So  fore  he  was  afFrightcd  at  th  is  vi  fion. 

That  cii’n  as  though  it  had  bene  fo  indeed. 

And  not  a fancie  vaine  or  .apparition. 

Thinking  his  L.adie  ftood  of  him  in  need: 

In  fecrct  Ibrt  he  getteth  all  prouifion. 

To  makerepaire  vntoher  aide  with  Ipced; 

And  (for  he  would  not  willingly  be  knownc) 

He  tockc  nor  man  nor  armor  of  his  ownc. 
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His  coate  of  arraes  of  colour  white  and  red. 

He  left  behind  for  doubt  of  ill  fiiccefte. 

That  if  it  fortund  he  but  eudl  l|)ed. 

At  leaft  the  loflc  and  foile  fliould  be  the  Icflc: 
Vpon  his  armor  cyprefle  blackc  he  Ipred, 

With  colour  fad  his  fbrow  to  exprelTc. 

And  thus  difguyfd  in  fad  and  mourning  hue. 

He  parts  and  biddeth  not  his  frends  aduc. 
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Neither  of  Charles^\\o^6  kinfman  he  is  neare. 
Neither  takes  he  his  leaue  oiBrandmart, 

Neither  to  kinfman  kynd,orfrend  moft  dearc. 
Doth  he  his  meaning  open  or  impart: 

Neither  till  day  did  all  abrode  appeare,  , 

Was  C/j4r/er  aduifed  that  he  did  depart. 

But  in  great  rage  and  clioller  when  he  knew  it, 

He  (ware  and  vowd  Orlando  fore  Ihould  rue  it. 
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Ac  which  good  Brandimarf  was  greatly  grccucd, 

As  one  that  deem’d  it  was  without  defart, 
And(thachisfrcndbyhim  might  berclecued) 

To  find  him  out  fro  thence  he  ftraight  doihparr, 
For  by  his  wordes^e  certainly  bclceued. 

That  he  could  eafe  his  freiid  Orlandos  fmart, 
riordtUd^e  wift , But  this  to  ficrdelcdge  he  not  imparted, 

I Fearing  y llie  Ids  purpofc  would  haue  thwarted. 
19 

This  FiordeUdge  of  him  was  dearely  loued, 

A Lady  of  great  beau  tie  and  clearc  fame. 

Of  parcnccs  good,of  manners  vnreproued, 
Wcalthie  and  wife  and  modeft  to  the  lame. 

Yet  taketh  he  no  leaue  of  his  beloued. 

But  early  in  the  morningf.om  her  came, 

To  turne  that  night  was  his  determination. 

But  wasdeteaued  of  his  expeftation. 
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And  whan  fhe  waytc^l  hqd  a month  or  more, 
Expcfting  his  retumc,and  all  in  vaync,- 
For  louc  ofhim  fhewas  inflam’d  lo  lore. 

Alone  Ihc  goes  to  finde  him  out  agayne. 

And  many  Ibric  haps  llie  bid  therefore, 

As  in  the  fl:oric,lhalbe  Ihowedplaync, 

For  of  Orlando  now  I haue  to  fay. 

That  is  ofmorc  importance  then  both  thay. 

, 81  . 

Who  hau  ing  chaungd  the  armes  he  late  did  weare, 
DireiUy  to  the  Citie  gate  he  went. 

And  told  the  fentnell,lbf  tly  in  his  eare. 

What  was  his  name, and  what  was  Ids  intent: 
Who  ftraight  abaft  the  bridge, without  all  fcarc, 
(Suppofing  liire  his  vnclehadhimfcnt.) 

And  ftraight  vpon  the  Pagan  camp  he  lighted. 
As  in  the  booke  enfumg  is  recited. 


Moral. 


Kiftoric. 


y Allegoric. 


A'liifion. 


Inthehard  alusntartsof  An^clics. , rve  way  note  how  perilous  a thingleap.tieU  if  it  henot  eJpeciaUy  gardedwiththo 
grace  of Godiandwithytitiie  of  the  mynie^beingcontiaually  affayld  with  enemies jjiirit  lall  and  temporali  . In  Orlandos 
drearr.e  we  may  fee  how  vnquiet  tboughtes  are  bred  in  the  myndes  ofthofe  that  aregenen  oner  to  thepaffon  ofloue  or  ambicion 
or  whatfeuer  elfe  may  be  rnderfoodby  Angelica.  Lajily  in  that  Orlando  abatrdons  hts  V rime  and  country  intheir  great)  Ji 
extremide^wemay  ob/eive  theymonccly  andcarelejfe acles  that  dijlionef  or  vncrdinatlone do pros.oh^e  len  thenobltji ynto sf 
once  they  get  harbour  in  thsir  myndes^and  be  not  ouerruled  with  reafon  and  grace. 

InthrsLoob^  is  little  hforicall  matter  flue  of  the  dijlreffe  of  the  l^arifians  of  which  I will  not  g-.  eatly  faiid  more  thenthat 
Ifayd  before  it  is  not  improbable  that  they  were  about  that  tyme  ajfayled  by  the  T ttr!;e;  res  for  ether  matters  that  be  here  Ih^ht- 
ijl  touched  as  the  deuocicn  o/Paiile  or  Hylarion,f/;« fable  o/'Proteus  or  feh  Uhpyhe  table  fail fet  it  detrne  more  playne. 

' The  former  .-dllegcrie  is  here  cotinued  o/Rcgcros  flying fom  Alcyna  bpj  which  w.-fiftidbe  ynderfioud^a  man  reforming 
his  courft  of  life  and flying  fom  fenfualitie  andpleafure  :mw  wlmea^  tsfayAm  this  boo'\e  that  Alcynas  man  or  her  faulty^ 
tier  with  his  horfe  , hai.ke  and  dogge  did  impeach  Rcgcros  pajfa^e  ta'-e  it  that  by  thefe  foure  arc  meat  thefoure  pajfunt 
that  moft  trouble  themynde  when  it  begins  to  en.lme  to  '.  ertue  , bj  ■ he ferHoht  fearetnayhf-r,  ndt  rfood , winch  h etief 

ferrule  and  bafc>by  the  haw^’^  couetoufnes  that  is  titer  feeldngiiew  pray  and  tsntuerfatiflid;  by  the  dogge  greefe  and  dfcon- 
t'entement  that  is  alway  byting  and  enuyiog  and  greening  at  others  welMoing:  by  the  horfe  is  ynderfloed  inirdinat  hy  jwhich  is 
in  all  other  linde  an  enemie  to  yertac  and  confiaiicie,for  asfoone  is‘a  t^perat  and  rr.oderat  tnynde  difcoucredin  pre/peritie  as 
it}  aduerjuie^and(as  Tulip  faith)awife  man  is  neither  Aduerfis.rcbus  opprcfl'us  nec  elatus  fecundis:  to  which  ejjefl  I 
temember  ayerfe  of  my  fathers jWrHen  to  anEarle  many  yearesfn.r. 

Sue  hone  is  ware  by  what  degrees  hcclymcs, ' 

Rather  pieafant  then  proud  in  high  eftatc. 

Rather  bold  then  ab.illit  in  lowring  times. 

And  can  in  b,oth  fo  well  vphold  his  ftate. 

As  many  would  but  few  can  do  or  none, 

Ofvvhich  few  fort , I wi(b  your  Lordfidp  one. 

Bnttoprxeede  inthe  ^Begqrie thefe  impediments  that difiurbe  men inthcir good co'irfe  areaUhutliltpcwls  or  batts  driue 
away  with  the  fmnejhine:  for  the  light  of  ynderflandiig  and  the  fininX  oftruew.rthines,  or  fas  M.  Dyer  in  an  excellent 
yerfe  of  his  ttrmeth  icy  he  light  thatjhinesin  worthines,di[folueth  and  dferfeth  tisefe  dftie  imped im’its.  that  lei  a man  in  his 
\iomey  to  Logcftillas  Court  fiat  is  to  the  court  ofyertue  , of temptraricepifpietiejwhere  allgood  lejfons  arc  taught,  as fhalbe 
fhowedmo  re  playne  in  that  part  of  this  boolt^, where  Rogero  edmrs  to  Logeftilla . 

By  Mely  fla  that  retouersfom  Alcyna  A ftolfos  armor  and  the  I.ancia  d’oro;  or  Goldeelaunce,  andldpwife  tefore  A- 
ftoifo/o  hn former  fiate  &Jhape  by  yertucoftheringfntlnabfence  of  Alcyna, by  herfl  fay'pwe  may  ynderfad  fomegraue 
and  ghoflly  coi'.nfellcr  that  withflrong  reafons  and  godly  perfwafknsJhau;7igdriHcnawayforshetime,a  misfinfuli  tlnughts 
and  defires, tafe  occafionytierly  to  extinguijh  them  and  deliutr  a mnn fio  tlievrich  the  fame  yeaf ins, and  t),  draw  him  to  yertut 
and  ^eligion.Alc)'n:^sf  ircesfhe  prepares  by  fea  and  by  ldd,fignijie  the  mcanes  ourghofiij  enemies  vfe  tp  bring  rs  backp  againe 
to  our  old  vicesflike  the  dog  to  his  vowifby  land  flje  f ollcwfs  him,and  after  by  fedji  e encauters  him,\rh'ch  bnefiy  fhowesfiat 
the  remembrance  of paffidplsafures  makp  a mil  often  inperillto  bedrawenbackeas  itwere  by  ldd,and  thenbyfeafas  a place  of 
terrour  and  daunger)we  are  affadedwithgreeuotts  aduerfities  as  without Jpeciall  fuccour  Wefi.  ouldle  quite  ca(l  away. 

Rogeros  hard  trauell,fiony  Wayesf/  afterward  the  f went  ^ d rough  he  abode  Jignife  •dllep  crically  the  ynj  leufantnes  of 
the  chage  of euili  life  to  an  auflere  courfe  of liuiigyvliich  after  notwithflading  ismoft  exceeding  comfo  r table  and  deli  fit f ime. 

The  bawdie  Frier  that  ly  hisimpotcncie  more  then  his  honeflie  faued  Angelyces  maydeniicad  is  alluded  by  rny  author  (as 
feme  haue  fuppofed)  to  feme  feich  Vrelat  in  Italic  of  his  acquaintaitce,and  but  for  good  manners  fahe  might  be  alluded  to  fame 
that  haue  bene  fo  illuded  ly  fruit  good  men  that  notwithflanding^  thcyufiight  fue  their  writte  of  dotage-, yet  will  fhll  he  as  Cr.r» 
wardru  fheyoungefl inthatferuice . Atque  iaccntpigro  erdnenonusquetoro. 

AngcUicas  horfe  that  caried  her  into  the  fea  .Alludes  to  the  bull  that  bare  Europa  fuchan  other  yoiage. 
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THE  ARGVMENT. 

Orlando  hafles  his  lourney  when  he  hears , 
what  coflly  food  Proteus  his  Orke  allow cs. 
But  by  the  way  moud  with  Olimptas  tears, 

T hat  did  lament  her  late  capttued  (poufe, 

Hts  hafiie' tourney  he  a while  forbears, 

T 0 wreaks  bier  wron^  vpon  her  foe  he  vowes. 
which  done, no  longer  in  the  place  he  tarries : 
Byreno  falfe  the  faire  Olympia  marries. 


Las  what  damage  cannot 
Ctt/’/d  bring? 

A noble  hart  once  thral- 
led to  his  lore? 

That  makes  care- 

Icfleofhis  king, 

To  whom  of  late  moft 
faithful!  loue  he  bore. 
He  that  fograue  &wife 
in  cucrie  things 
And  ofche  church  a champion  was  before, 
h NowthatinloucsblmdpatheSjhelearnstoplod, 

^ Forgets  hindeUe  his  countrie  and  his  God. 
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Paine  would  1 him  dilburden  of  this  blames 
Glad  in  my  faults  a fellow  fiich  to  findc, 

Omi  in  the  fer-  For  to  niy  good  I feele  me  dull  and  lame, 

fin  of  Medea.  Luftic  lo  ill,  andlwifter  then  the  wind  t 

yjdeo  mehari  bethinking  him  how  great  a fliame. 

It  was  to  leaue  his  helplefle  friends  behind, 

' Went  where  the  kings  ofAffiicke  and  of  Spaine, 

Lay  in  the  field  encampt  with  all  their  trainc. 
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Yctnot  cncampti  ean  them  call,  for  why 
They  lay  abrode  difperfed  with  the  rainc, 
Twentic  or  ten,  or  eight  togither  lie. 

Or  fixe  or  fine,  or  foure,  or  three,  or  twaine. 
Some  farther  of^  and  fome  are  lodged  nie. 

All  wcaric  with  their  former  taken  paine. 

He  might  hauc  kill’d  of  them  a wordiie  crew, 
Neyethisdurindana  once  he  drev^?3 

4 

The  caufe  was  tliis,  lb  noble  was  his  mindc. 


To  murder  men  a fleepe  he  thought  Itbafe, 

He  lets  them  reft  and  feekes  his  louc  to  finde. 

By  cuTieperfoiijandin  eu’ric  place. 

And  thofe  he  meets , with  words  & ^eccheskind, 
(Dcfcribing  her  apparell  and  her  face) 

He  prayes  of  all  good  fellowftiip  to  fhoe. 

Or  where  Ihe  is,  or  whether  flie  did  goc. 
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When  light  approcht.and  day  began  to  breake. 

By  day  he  feekesher  in  the  hoft  ofTurkes, 

His  paflions  ftrong,do  make  his  reafonweake 
Yeeld  to  the  fit  that  in  his  fancie  workes. 
Somehelpc  it  was,he  could  their  language  Ipeak, 
By  wliich  the  fafer  he  among  them  lurkes. 

His  words,  his  weeds,  fo  like  to  theirs  were  feene. 
As  though  that  bred  in  Tripoly  he  had  beene. 
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But  whenhe  faw  his  ftaying  was  for  nought. 

At  three  dayes  end  away  from  thence  he  flang. 
He  left  no  towne  cf  France  and  Spaine  vnlbughr, 
Ncyetthispainecould ought alTwage  that  pang, 
Aiitumne  him  firft,this  wandring  humor  brotighr, 
Whe  ftutes  do  fade, his frutlefie  lone  firftfpran?. 
And  lafted  ftill  his  force  and  rage  renuLng, 

Both  all  the  Ipting  and  fummernext  enfuing, 
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Nowhauingtraucldashis  cuftomewas. 

From  realme  to  realme,  he  came  vpon  a day,  ■ 
Where  as  tlie  riuer  clcarc  fometime  as  glifte. 
That  twixt  the  Britans  and  the  Normans  lav. 

Was  grownc  fohigh  as  now  he  could  not  pafTe, 
The  fnow  and  raine  had  borne  lb  great  a Iway, 

By  force  whereof  the  bridge  was  ouerthrownc. 
The'  paflage  ftopt,  the  foords  were  ouerflowne. 
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THE  NINTH  BOOKE 


Lco\e  in  theeni 
tfthubooli^iiftbe 
^IL’^one, 


And  looking  round  about  thefhore  at  large, 
Thinking  w hich  way  topalfe  to  th’otherfidc. 
He  faw  a little  way  from  thence  abarge, 

That  Teemed  toward  him  the  coiiifc  to  guide, 
Ofwhich  acertainedamfdlhad  the  charge. 
To  whom  with  voice  aloud  Orlando  ciide. 
Entreating  her  becaufc  his  haft  was  great. 
Within  the  barge  him  to  aft'oord  a feat, 
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The  maid  affirm’d  no  price  the  barge  could  hire. 
And  tocommatind  it  he  had  no  commiftlon, 
Butpromift  lhawouldgraunt  him  his  defire, 
Vpon  a certainc  coiTnant  and  condition  j 
Which  was  to  vndertake  by  fword  and  fire. 

For  to  deftroy  an  ile  without  remiflion, 

A cnicil  lie,  Ebuda  cald  by  name. 

The  wickcdft place  where  cucrcteature  came. 
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Forknow  (qtioth  ftie)  beyond  the  Irifii  land, 
There  lies  among  the  reft  this  gracelelle  lie, 
Thatyearely  fends  of  wicked  wights  a band. 
To  rob,  colpoile,to  fraud  and  to  beguile. 

All  women  kinde  chat  happen  in  their  hand, 
They  giue  for  food  vnto  a monfter  vile, 

. A nr’qnftcr  vile  that  vfeth  cueric  day. 

To  hiiie  amaide  or  womanforhispray. 

II 

Ofmerchancs  and  ofpyratcs  that  do  come. 

They  get  them  ftorc  and  of  the  faireft  moft. 
Now  guelle  by  one  a day  how  great  a fomme. 
Of  worn  en  kind  within  this  i 1 e are  loft ; 

If  thcnofloucyou  eiicr  tafted  cromme. 

Make  one  within  the  king  of  Irelands  hoft. 

That  make  them  rcadie  Ihortly  to  proceed 
To  take  a fairc  reuenge  of  tins  foiilc  deed. 


Ouii, 

Ell  ret  fvU  citi 
flcr.a  timern 
amer. 


Naffioncr  had  Orlando  hard  her  out. 

But  vovvd  cobe  as forwardas  the firft. 

To  ioyne  himfedfe  with  that  fame  worthy  rout. 
And  now  (for  louc  doth  cucr  caft  the  worft) 
He  with  himfelfe  begins  to  caft  this  doubt, 
Leaft  that  this  wicked  monfter  .and  accurft. 
Had  got  his  Ladie  for  a daintie  bit, 

Becaufc  he  hard  no  newes  of  her  as  yet. 
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And  tliis  conceit  his  mindefo  muchpofieft, 

Senitnee,  >And  uihis  hart  made  Inch  a deepe  impreflion, 

^irut  proper:/  (Both  that  in  nature  he  did  ftill  deteft 

9“  mbiUiie,  ^11  fuch  as  vnto  others  do  oppreflion) 

And  th.athe  fear’d  his  lone  among  the  reft, 

Miglit  fall  into  the  monfters  vile pofleflion, 

That  ftraight  he  Ihipt,  and  by  their  due  account. 
Within  tliree  dayeshe  paft  faint  Micheh  mount. 

But  hau ins  paffed  now  the  milke  white  fand, 
Ofwhich  the  He  of  Albion  takes  his  name, 

The  wind  that  in  the  fbuth  before  did  ftand, 
Withfo  great  furie  to  the  Nortliweft  came. 

In  vame  it  was  againft  the  fame  to  ftand. 

And  therefore  to  retire  it  was  no  fname, 
Backein  one  night  the  tempeft  draue  them  more 
Then  tlicy  had  fail'd  three  day  es  & nights  befoie. 


If 

For  when  they  faw  it  was  no  boote  to  ftriuc 
, Againft  the  furie  effo  fcarcc  awmde. 

They  went  euen  as  the  weather  did  them  diiuc 
Vnc.ll  the  ftreame  cf  Antwerpe  tliey  did  findc. 
Where  vnto  land  with  faftic  they  ariiuc; 

There  loe,  an  aged  man  withy  cares  halfc  bhndc. 
Deeming  Or.'rtuJo  of  that  crew  the  chiefe. 

To  this  eft'eft  vtterd  to  him  his  gricfe. 
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How  that  a certaine  dame  of noble  blood. 

Of  vertue  verie  great,  cfbc'csutic  rare. 

Of  fober  cheare  andof  behauiour  good, 
(Though  now  oppreft  w ith  mifcric  and  care) 
Kcqucftedhim,exccpt  his  haft  withftcod. 

That  flic  to  him  a matter  mi^t  declare. 

In  which  to  askc  his  wife  adiiii  e Ihe  ment. 

To  winch  quickly  did  confcnc. 
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The  Ladies  p.illace  ftood  within  the  land. 

To  wluch  the  Erie  conducted  was  with  fpeed. 
Where  at  the  cntric did  the  Lad:e  ftand. 
Mourning  in  flicw,  andforiowfiili  in  deed. 

Who  brought  0,. fsdly  by  the  h.'nd,  ■ 

Into  a chamber  hang’d  w’lih  niou  nf  'hveed, 
Firft  him  by  her  to  lit  he  doth  befeych^ 

And  then  in  rucfuil  fort  fhc  vi^d  tins  fpcccfi. 

i8 

Firft(worthy  knight)!  would  you  vndcrftood, 

1 was  the  Erie  of  Hollands  daughter  dearc. 

Who  was  to  me  Co  t . ndcr  and  lo  good, 

Thar  though  my  brothers  both  were  him  as  ncare 
Yet  my  defirc  in  nothinghc  witl.ftood, 

Nor  fpake  the  word  that  1 was  loth  to  heare: 
Thus  winks  in  ftatc  moft  ftcdic  I did  ftand, 

A certainc  duke  arritied  in  this  land. 

3? 

The  duke  of  Ztl.nnd  and  his  arrant  was, 

T o Biskv  there  againft  die  Moores  to  figlit, ' 

His  age  and  beau  tie  thattjid  others  pafl'e. 

Moon  d me  that  had  not  tafted  1 oiics  cftlighr, 

Nor  arm’d  againft  his  darts -with  fteek  o rbi  afle, 
Toyccld  my  fclfe  his  prifner  wichoe  t fight, 
Bclccuing  then  as  ft4 1 do  and  iT.a:!!,; 
Thathetome  dodi  came  lope  not  fmall. 

20  r.  , , ' 

For  while  the  windcs  conu'arie'hcre  him  ftay, 
Though  nought  for  his,yec  e:;c’ltar  for  my  drift. 
What  time  mefeem’d  each  wc eke  wasbtitaday. 
The  plcafant  hnurcs  did  Hide  away/o  fivife. 

We  kepcour  fclues  togitherday  by  day. 

Till  at  the  laft  we  m.aJe  vs  !o  good  fliifr. 

That  er  weparted  wc  bed  fo  procured. 

Each  was  to  other  man  and  tvife  alfurcd. 

21 

Sjyrfwo  was  from  Iicnce  but  newly  gone, 
(Soismydeare  beloued.I'usbandsnamc)  ‘ . 
But  that  a great  Ambaflador  anon, 

Dircftly  from  the  king  ofFrifcland  came,  ' ‘ 

To  treafa  certaine  marriage  vpon  ’ ' . n- 

With  other  of  that  nation  of  good  fame,^  ^ ' 

That  to  my  fire  from  Holland  did  repaire. 

That  Imight  marrie  withliis'  fonne  andhaire.-" 

But 
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Bur  I m whom  faith  tookc  fo  decpc  a roott, 

1 could  not  chaunge  my  new  made  choife,  & thoc 
I would,  to  ftriuc  with  louc  it  was  nobootc. 

That  wounded  me  fo  lately  with  his  bow, 

To  ftoppe  the  motions  newly  fet  on  footc. 

Before  they  might  to  farther  matter  grow, 

1 would  not  go  1 flatly  told  my  father. 

That  1 to  die  a thoufand  deathes  had  rather. 

Wy  lolling  lyre  that  chcefeft  care  did  take, 

T hat  all  he  did  might  me  his  daughter  pleafc , 
Read]  e to  graunt  my  will  ,ahd  for  my  fake, 

My  griefc  fo  new  conceaued  to  appeafe, 
Straightway  the  motion  of  this  marriage  brake: 
Which  didfo fore  the  Fnfcland  kmgdifplcafe. 

He  made  Iharpe  wars  on  Holland  in  ftiorc  /pace. 
By  force  whcrofhe  ruind  all  ir.y  race. 

14 

For  fii  ft  he  is  of  limbs  and  bodie  ftrong, 

To  meete  his  enemie  in  open  fceld. 

And  then  fo  pollitike  in  doing  wrong. 

He  makes  their  force  vnto  his  fraud  to  yecld. 

He  hath  his  other  weapons  ftrange  among, 

A weapon  ftrange,  before  this  feene  but  fceld, 

A mincke  of  Iron  hollow  made  within. 

And  there  he  putts  powd  cr  and  pellet  in. 

All  clofed  faue  a littlchole  behindc, 

Whereat  no  fooncr  taken  is  the  flame, 

The  bullet  flies  withfuch  a fiirious  windc. 

As  though  from  clouds  a boult  of  thunder  came. 
And  whatfocuer  in  the  way  it  finde. 

It  burnes,  it  breakes,  it  tears  & l]>oiles  the  fame. 
No  doubt  fomc  fend  ofhellor  diuiilifli  wight, 
Deuifed  it  to  do  man  kind  a (pite. 

And  thus  with  this  deuife  and  many  other. 

In  open  field  our  battels  twife  he  brake. 

And  firftin  fight  he  flew  mine  elder  brother, 
(The  bullet  through  his  curat  way  did  make) 

And  next  in  flight  he  tooke  and  kild  the  tothcr. 
Which  caufd  my  fathers  agedhart  to  quake. 
Who  notwithftanding  ftoutly  did  intend. 

His  honor  and  my  faftie  to  defend. 

^7 

But  in  a hold  that  oncly  now  was  left  him. 

They  him  befieg’d  that  all  the  reft  had  wonne. 
And  by  ftiarpe  battell  all  the  reft  had  refthim. 
Where  to  a loup  one  leu  eld  fo  a gunne, 

The  blow  threof  oflife  and  fencebereft  him, 
SoTwift  it  came  as  none  the  fame  may  fhunne. 

A weapon  vile  wherewith  a fooldh  boy, 

May  worthy  Captaincs  mifchcefe  and  annoy. 

28 

Tlius  was  my  father  and  my  brothers  flainc. 

Before  this  fiirious  king  his  war  would  ccafe. 

And  I folcheire  of  Holland  did  remaine. 

Which  made  his  former  fancic  more  encreafe, 
Thinking  by  match  with  me  my  land  to  gaine. 

He  offerd  to  my  people  reft  and  peace. 

If  I ^rbante  marrie  would  his  Ibnne, 

Which  1 before  refufed  to  haue  donc« 


^9 

And  I (as  well  for  hatred  I did  beare 
luftly  to  him  and  all  his  generation. 

By  whom  my  lyre  and  biothcrs  killed  were. 

By  whom  wasfpoyl’d  and  robbed  all  our  nation, 
Asthattobreakemypromife  I didfearc. 

Which  1 Byrew  made  with  protertation, 

That  howfoeuer  Fortunes  wheclc  fliould  turnc. 
Yet  none  Ihould  marrie  me  till  liis  returnc) 

30 

Made  aunfivere  this,  that  if  for  euery  ill 
I now  abide  1 ftiould  haue  thoufands  more. 
Though  they  my  corps  with  cruell  torments  kill, 

I would  not  breakc  mypromife  giiien  before. 

My  countrimen  perfwadc  me  chaunge  this  will, 
Firftpraying  me,  then  threatnmg  me  full  fore. 
Except  1 do,  toyeeldme  and  my  land, 

(Defired  pray)  into  mine  ea’mies  hand. 

31 

But  finding  ftill  their  threats  and  prayers  vaine. 
And  ftiu  that  in  my  former  minde  I ftaid, 

Me  and  my  countrie  by  a priuie  traine, 

Vnto  the  king  of  Frifeland  they  betraid ; 

Who  thinking  now  with  flattric  me  to  gaine, 
Firftbidme  not  tofeare  or  bedifmaid, 

Offring  to  giuc  me  freely  lands  and  l:fe. 

If  I would  be  his  fonne  Arbantes  wife. 

I that  did  fee  my  felfe  enforced  Ib, 

Altliough  I ment  that  death  fhouldfct  me  free, 
Yet  loth  as  vnreticnged  hence  to  go. 

On  thofc  that  had  fo  greatly  iniur'd  me. 

Milling  on  many  meancs  to  heipe  my  wo, 

Atlaft  1 thought  dilfem-blingbcrt  tobc: 
Wherefore  I fained  that  I was  relented. 

And  chat  to  haue  his  fonne  I was  contented. 

33 

Among  fomeferuants  that  my  father  had. 

Two  brethren  ftrong  and  hardie  I did  chufe, 
Rcadic  to  do  what  euer  1 them  bad. 

And  for  my  fake  no  daungcr  to  refufe, 

Either  of  them  was  brought  vp  ofa  lad. 

Within  our  houfe,  1 did  their  feruicevfe. 

In  warre  & peace,  and  found  their  faiths  as  great, 
As  were  their  harts  to  any  hardie  feat. 

To  thefe  rwo  men  I open  made  my  minde. 

They  promif’d  me  their  feriiice  and  their  aid. 
One  into  Flaundcrs  went  a barke  to  finde. 

The  tother  with  my  felfe  in  Holland  ftaid: 

Now  was  our  day  for  marriage  aftingde. 

When  flying  newes  the  ftraungers  made  afraid, 
With  many  fades  Byreno  wasreported. 

Into  thefe  parts  newly  to  haue  reforted. 

3^ 

For  when  the  firft  confliift  and  broile  was  fought. 
Wherein  my  brother  cruelly  was  flame, 

1 ftraight  by  letters  with  BTrennyrciji^^ 

To  make  all  fpeed  tofuccour  vs  fioiwSSfpbinc. 

But  while  prouifion  for  each  thing  was  fought. 
The  Frifelandking  gat  all  that  did  reraainc; 
Byreno  hearing  not  what  late  was  paft. 

Conduits  his  nauie  hidier  in  great  haft. 
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The  Frifcland  king  that  hard  ofhis  repalre, 
Lcaucch  the  marriage  tor  his  eldeft  Tonne, 

And  CO  the  Tea  he  goes  with  nauy  faire. 

They  meet,  they  fight, the  king  of  Frifeland  wonc 
And  to  expcll  all  comfort  with  difpaire, 
hyreno  prifner  tanc,  I quite  vndone, 

Abrode  Byreno  capciue  like  was  carried, 

At  home  vnto  Ins  cn’my  1 was  married. 

37 

But  when  he  thought  in  ai  mes  me  to  err, brace. 

And  haue  thacdue  that  wiues  their  husbands  ow 
IVly  feruant  ftanding  in  a fecrec  place. 

Which  1 to  him  did  for  thispurpofe  (liow 
Affords  him  ro  his  Tport  bur  little  fpace. 

And  with  a Pollax,  Itrake  him  fuch  a blow. 

That  ftaggring  ftraight,  and  making  little  ilrife. 
He  left  his louc,hisii:jing  and  hislifc. 
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And  thus  thisyouth  borne  in  vnhappic  hourc. 
Came  to  his  death  as  he  defcrucdwell. 

In  Tpite  of  all  his  fyre  Cymojlos  powre, 

Whofe  tyranny  all  others  didcxcell: 

Whofe  Tword  my  lyre  and  brothers  diddcuour. 
And  from  my  naciue  foile  did  me  expcll. 

Meaning  to  enter  vpon  all  my  lands. 

While  1 by  marridge  fhouldbc  in  their  hands. 

39 

But  when  we  once  performed  had  this  deed. 

Taking  the  things  of  greateft  price  away. 

Before  that  any  noife  or  tumult  breed. 

Out  of  ihe  window  we  deuifd  a way : 

And  packing  thence  with  all  expedient  Ipced, 

We  came  CO  Tea  before  thebreakeofda.y. 

Where  as  my  feruant  waited  with  a barge. 

As  he  before  receau’d  of  me  in  charge. 

40 

I know  not  if  Cymofeo  tookc  more  greefe. 

Or  wrath  or  rancor  kindledin  his  minde. 

To  fee  his  Tonne  lying  paft  all  relcefe, 
Tofindenothingof  valewlefcbehinde. 

Then  when  his  pride  and  glorie  fhouldbc  cheefe. 
Then  when  to  make  a triumph  he  aflignd. 

Hoping  all  were,  as  at  a wedding  glad. 

He  findes  tlicm  all^as  at  aburiallfad. 

41 

His  hate  of  me  and  pittic  of  his  Tonne, 

Tormoiit  him  night  and  day  with  endlefle  greefe: 
But  fith  by  ccares  no  good  the  dead  is  done. 

And  fliarpe  retienge  afTwageth  mallice  cheefe. 
From  doleful!  ccares  to  rage  he  ftraight  doth  run, 

, Seeking  of  all  his  Torrow  this  releefe. 

To  get  me  in  his  hands  with  fubtle  traines. 

Then  me  to  kill  with  torments  and  with  paines. 

41 

Thofe  of  my  friends  or  feruants  he  could  finde. 

Or  that  to  me  did  any  wayrecaine. 

He  all  deftroid  and  left  not  one  behinde. 

Some  hang’d  Tome  burn’d, others  with  torment 
To  VvlByreno  once  he  had  aflignd,  (flaine, 

Onely  of purpoTe  to  procure  my  paine. 

But  that  he  thought  his  life  would  be  a net, 

The  Tooncr  me  into  his  hands  to  get. 


Wherefore  he  Tet  a hard  and  cruell  law. 

Except  fiyrwis  could  in  twelue  months  fpace, 
F:nde  mcancs  by  fraud  or  forces  me  to  draw, 
Toyeeld  my  Telfe  a priTncr  in  his  place, 

(Such  princes  arc  that  haue  of  God  no  aw) 
Then  die  he  ihould  without  all  hope  of grace: 
So  that  to  fiiue  his  life  my  death  alone. 

Mutt  be  the  meanes  for  other  can  be  none. 
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All  that  by  paine  or  coft  procure  I could. 

With  diligence  1 hauealredie  done, 

Sixe  cattles  faire  in  Flanders  1 haue  fold. 

The  money  fpenc  and  yet  noprofice  wonne, 

I fought  to  bribe  thoTe  that  kept  him  in  hold. 

But  they  my  craft  with  greater  craft  did  thunne: 

. AlTo  I moou’d  our  neighbors  nearc  and  fane, 
Englifh  and  DukIi  on  him  to  make  fharpc  warre. 

4f 

But  thofe  I font  when  they  long  thne  had  ftaid. 
Either  they  would  not,  or  they  could  nocTpccd: 
They  brought  me  many  words  but  little  aid. 

My  ftor  e decreaft,  but  greater  grew  my  need; 
And  now  (the  thought  whereof  makes  me  afraid) 
That  time  draws  nyc,whc  neither  force  nor  meed 
As  Toone  as  full  expyred  is  the  y earc. 

From  cruell  death  can  Tafe  prcTerue  my  dearc. 

For  him  my  father  and  his  Tonnes  were  flaine,' 

For  him  my  ftate  and  lining  ail  is  loft. 

For  him  thoTe  little  goods  chat  did  lemaine, 

1 haue  confum’d  to  my  great  care  and  coft. 

For  him  with  harts'diTeaTe  and  bodiespaine, 

Widi  troublous  waues  of  Fortune  1 am  toft. 

Now  laft  of  all  1 muft  lay  downe  my  life. 

To  Taue  my  fpotiTe  from  blow  of  bloodic  knife. 


47 

And  finding  that  my  fortune  isfobad, 

I muft  CO  Taue  his  life  lay  downe  mme  owne, 
ToleeTe  mine  owne  I ftiall  be  faine  and  glad. 
Where  Torrow  TpringsofTecds  that  lotiehadfown: 
Onely  this  feare  and  doubt  doth  midee  meTad, 
BecauTe  1 know  not  how  it  may  be  known. 
Whether  I (lull  releaTe  Byrems  bands, 
Byyeeldingme  into  the  tyrants  hands. 

48 

I feare  when  he  hath  fhut  me  in  his  cage, 

Whether  the  torments  Khali  chin  endure. 

His  furie  to  Byreno  may  aflwage, 

WhoTelibercie  I ftiidie  to  procure, 

I rather  feare  leaft  following  his  rage. 

When  he  fhall  finde  he  hath  vs  both  To  (lire. 

He  will  not  care  his  oth  and  vow  to  breake, 

Vpon  vs  both  at  once  his  wradi  to  wfeake. 


49 

This  is  the  catife  why  I did  long  To  Tore, 

To  fpeake  with  you,demaund:ng  your  aduife. 

As  1 haue  oft  of  others  done  before. 

Yet  found  I nonefohardie  or  fo  wife, 

That  would  affure  his  frccdome  to  reftore, 
V/hoTelouc  doth  me  to  hate  my  Telfe  entice. 

The  cauTe  no  doubt  is  that  they  ftand  in  feare. 

Of  thofe  Ills  guns  whofe  fore  c no  ftcele  can  beare. 

But 
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But  if  your  vcrtuc  do  not  difagrcc. 

With  this  your  comly  lhape  and  manly  fliow. 

Let  me  requeft  you  fir  to  go  with  me. 

Where  1 my  fclfc  in  prifon  ihallbcftow. 

And  promife  me  to  let  Byreno  fr ec. 

If  fb  the  ty  ran  t from  his  promife  go. 

For  1 fliall  die  with  great  content  and  ioy, 

Ifby  my  death  Byreno  feape  annoy. 

51 

Her  dolefulltale  the  damfellhcrc  did  end. 

Which  oft  was  intcrupted  wicli  her  tcarcs; 
OriWolouingnotthetime  tofpend 
In  idle  talke,  all  anfwerslongforbcarcs. 

But  in  his  mind  he  fully  doth  entend. 

To  foile  her  foes  and  rid  her  of  her  fcares. 

He  breefely  faid  that  flie  lliould  him  commaund. 
To  do  much  more  then  Ihe  did  him  demaund.^ 

51 

He  meanes  not  though  y flie  her  felfe  ihouldyecld, 
Vnto  the  crucll  tyrant  as  apledge^ 

■ Except  his  fword(chat  failed  him  but  feeld) 

Had  on  the  fbdaine  loft  his  force  and  edge, 

He  meanes  (like  common  birders  in  the  feeld)  . 
To  catch  the  birds  and  neuer  hurt  the  hedge. 

And  thus  refolu’d  to  do  this  worthy  deed, 

From  Flande  rs  now  by  fea  they  go  with  fpeed. 

S3  ^ 

1 he  skilfull  Pilot  doth  the  veffell  fteare, 

Sometime  on  th’one,fomtime  on  th’otherfidc. 
The  lies  of  Zeland  fome  before  appeare, 

And  fome  behinde  as  faft  tliemfelues  do  hide, 
Andftraight  to  Holland  they  approchedneare, 
Orlando  went  to  land,  but  bids  her  byde. 

His  meaning  is  that  (he  (hall  vnderftand. 

The  tyrants  death  before  Ihc  come  on  land. 

54 

Hlmfelfe  was  forthwith  mounted  on  a ftced, 
Adatkebrowne  bay,  with  white  ftar  inhisface. 
Large  and  bigge  lymbd  (like  to  a Flemifti  breed) 
But  not  fo  ftill  of  life,  nor  fwift  of  pace. 

Yet  good  enough  to  ferue  him  at  his  need. 

When  as  his  Briliador  was  not  in  place : 

And  thus  he  came  to  Dordreck  where  he  found. 
With  men  of  arm  es  the  gates  invirond  round. 
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Tlic  waycs,the  wals  with  arm’d  men  watched  were. 
For  tyrants  ftill  are  moft  of fuch  condition, 
(Andcheefly  new)  that  ay  they  ftand  infearc. 
And  further  now  fome  news  had  brcdfulpition. 
How  that  an  armic  great  approched  neare. 

Well  ftor’d  with  men  and  ftutFcd  with  munition. 
The  which  they  faid  Byrenos  cofin  brought. 

By  force  his  kinfmans  freedome  to  hauc  wrought. 

CrUndo  wils  a watchman  carrie  word 

Vnto  the  king,  how  that  a wandring  knight, 
Defires  to  proue  liis  force  with  Ipearc  andfword. 
Whom  if  the  king  could  otiercomc  in  fight. 

Then  he  fliouldhaue  the  Ladic  by  accord. 

That  flew  ./Irbante  on  his  wedding  nighr : 

For  he  had  taken  her  into  proteftion. 

And  could  deliuer  her  to  his  fubieftion. 
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But  craued  cake  the  king  ihould  bounden  be. 

By  promife  firme  (ifhc  were  oucrcomc) 

T o fet  his  prifncr  (cald  Byreno)  free. 

And  of  his  meflage  this  was  all  the  fumme: 

And  this  was  told  vnto  the  king,  but  he 
That  of  true  vcrtuc  neuer  rafted  crumme  , 

Bent  all  his  will  and  wit  againft  all  reafbn, 

T o falfliood  foule,  to  falfc  deceit  and  treafon. 
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He  makes  account  ifhe  this  knight  can  ftay. 

The  which  to  do  he  means  great  meanes  to  make. 

That  then  the  Ladie quickly  gcthe  may. 

And  make  him  yccld  herfor  his  faftie  fakcj 
He  fendeth  thirtie  men  a priuic  way. 

Him  to  enclofe  about  and  prilher  take. 

Who  fetching  compafle  to  auoidfufpicion. 

At  laftarriued  where  they  had  commiflion. 

19 

In  this  meane  time  with  words  he  foded  out 
The  worthy  Earlc,vntillhe  favv  his  men. 

According  as  he  bad  them  come  about, 

Enclofing  all  the  way  behinde,  and  then 
Out  of  the  gates  he  rufticthwitharout, 

Ofmen  on  horfe  and  foot  of  three  times  ten. 

As  hunters  do  enclofe  the  bcafts  in  woods.  Simile, 

Or  fifhers  do  enclofe  the  fifli  in  floods. 

6q 

So  doth  the  king  Cymofeo  care  and  ftriue. 

To  ftop  the  wayes  with  all  forefight  and  heed. 

And  meaneth  fure  to  haue  him  tane  ahuc, 

Tliinking  the  fame  is  fuch  an  eafie  deed. 

That  of  thofe  gunnes  with  which  he  did  depriue 
So  many  hues,  he  thinks  there  is  no  need: 

For  fuch  a weapon  ferueth  verie  ill. 

Where  he  did  mbane  to  take  and  not  to  kill. 
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As  cunning  foulcrs  do  the  birds  referue,  Stmile^ 

That  firft  they  take  in  hope  of  greater  pray. 

And  makes  them  fora  bait  and  ftalc  toferue. 

To  take  the  reft  by  fport  and  pretic  play. 

So  meanes  the  king  aliue  him  to  preferue. 

But  vnto  this  Orlandos  (oice.  faid  nay. 

He  mc.anes  not  to  be  handled  in  thatfort. 

But  breakes  thencts  and  marreth  all  the  fport. 

The  noble  Earle  with  couched  Ipearc  in  hand. 

Doth  ride  where  as  he  findes  the  thickcft  predfe. 

Two,  three  and  foure,  that  in  his  way  did  ftand. 

The  fpeare  doth  pcarce,nor  at  the  fift  doth  ceafe 
Itpaftthe  fixe  the  brodenefleofa  hand, 

Nor  tliatfame  handbredth  maketh  any  peace. 

The  feuenth  fo  great  a blow  thetwith  he  ftrake. 

That  downehe  fell  and  neuer  after  fpake. 

Eu  cn  as  a boy  {hooting  abrode  for  fport.  Simile. 

Finding  fome  frogges  that  in  a ditch  hauebred, 
Dothpricke  them  with  an  arrow  in  fuch  fort, 

One  after  one  vnrill  fuch  ftore  be  ded. 

As  that  for  more  his  ftraft  m ay  feeme  to  lliort. 

From  fethers  fill’d  alrcdi  c to  the  hed. 

So  with  his  fpeare  Orlando  him  befturd. 

And  that  once  left  he  dr  aweth  out  his  fword. 
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That  fword  that  ncueryet  was  drawnc  in  vainc, 
Againft  whofe  edge  little  doth  armour  boote, 
Ateu’riethruft  or  blow  he  gaue  was  flaine, 

A man  on horfc,  or  elfe  a man  on  foote. 

The  edge  whereof  with  crimfon  ftill  doth  ftainc. 
And  where  it  lights  it  pearceth  to  the  roote. 

The  Frifeland  king  repents  him  now  to  late. 

That  he  for  haft  his  gunnes  behind  f orgate . 

With  voice  allowd,  and  many  aboyftrous  ihrct, 

He  bids  them  bring  his  gun, but  none  doth  hear  c , 
Who  once  within  the  gate  his  foote  can  get, 

Dare  nocpcepeoutagaine  for  veriefeare: 

But  when  he  faw  none  by  his  words  did  fet. 

And  that  almoft  they  all  departed  were. 

He  thought  it  beft  to  fane  himfelfcby  flight, 

^ From  the  great  force  of  this  fame  furious  knight. 
66 

Backe  he  retyres,  nc  drawes  the  bridge  for  haft, 
BecaufeOr/<w;flfo  now  approchtfonie. 

Had  not  his  horfe  fpeeded  away  fo  faft. 

As  though  he  did  not  runne  but  rather  flie, 
Orlando  would  hiue  made  hinffbre  agaftj 
Who  caring  not  to  make  the  poorc  fort  die, 

Faft  by  the  reft  and  kept  the  king  in  chafe. 

That  fau’d  himfelfc  by  his  good  horfes  pafe. 
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But  yet  er  long  againe  he  dothretumc. 

Bringing  with  him  his  iron  cane  and  fire. 
Wherewith  he  doth  beate  dowiie, batter  & burnc. 
All  thofe  whom  he  to  mifeheefe  doth  defire. 

He  hopes  this  weapon  well  (hall  feruc  his  tumc, 

Y et  for  all  this  he  meanes  to  come  no  nyre. 

But  like  a hunter  priuily  doth  watch. 

Where  he  the  hcedlelfe  bead  may  lafeft  catch. 

The  king  with  this  his  engine  ly’th  in  wait, 

A weapon  tearing  trees  and  renting  rocks , 

Whofe  force  no  fence  can  ward  with  any  fleight, 
Itjgiues  fo  fower  and  fofodaine  knocks, 

Th^s  hailing  laine  a little  at  receit. 

Watching  his  vantage  like  a craftie  foxe. 

When  once  the  Earle  within  his  reach  he  Ipidc, 
He  lettcth  fier  to  his^ecces  fide. 

Straight  like  a lampe  oflightning out  it  flies, 
Andfendeth  forth  withall  fo  great  a found. 

As  Teem’d  to  ihake  the  eiierlafting  skies. 

And  to  remoue  the  vnremoued  ground. 

The  (hot  gainft  which  no  armour  can  fufficc. 

But  breaketh  all  that  in  the  way  is  found, 

WhifAes  and  fings,  and  kindles  as  it  went. 

Yet  did  not  that  effed  the  tyrant  ment._ 
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whether  it  were  his  ouerhaftie  fpeed. 

And  to  great  will  to  hurt  did  make  him  Twaruc, 

Or  whether  feare  poffeft  him  in  the  deed, 

That  not  to  guid  his  hand  his  hart  could  Tarue, 

Or  whether  God  of  mcrcie  meere  and  meed. 

Was  pleaf’d  his  champion  longer  to  prefarue. 

But  yet  it  ftrake  the  horfe  with  fo  great  paine, 
Tliat  downe  he  fell  and  neucr  rofc  againe.] 
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The  horfe  and  horfeman  downe  togither  fell, 
Downelay  the  horfe,  vp  quickly  rofe  the  knight, 
And  on  his  feete  was  ftraight  recouerdwcll. 
More  earneftly  bent  then  before  to  fight. 

And  as  the  ftories  of  ^ntheut  tell. 

In  whom  each  fall  cncreafed  more  his  might. 

So  chough  Or/Wo  with  his  fall  was  troubled. 

His  force  and  furie  Teemed  to  be  doubled, 

7^ 

But  when  the  king  of  Frifeland  plainly  faw. 

How  this  bold  knight  giewfearcer  then  before. 
He  thought  it  beft  by  flight  himfclfe  withdraw. 
His  fainting  hart  with  feare  was  pierft  fo  fore, 

A fide  he  turnes  the  horfes  foming  iaw. 

Fully  refolu’d  to  prone  his  force  no  more, 

Orlando  with  fuch  fpeed  doth  him  purfuc. 

As  doth  an  arrow  from  abowofYuc. 
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And  what  he  could  not  riding  erft  atchieue. 

He  doththe  fame  and  more  vponhisfcct. 
Running  fo  fwift  as  few  men  would  belieuc,' 
Except  themfelucs  had  prefent  bene  to  fee  it, 
Vntill  at  laft  fo  hard  he  did  him  drieue. 

He  ouertooke  him  in  a narrow  ftreet. 

And  with  Iris  fword  he  cleft  his  head  in  twaine. 
The  fenceleflc  corps  doth  on  the  ground  remainc 
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Now  as  Orlando  did  this  feaie  contriue. 

There  grew  new  broiles  from  thcce  a litlc  diftace. 
For  then  Byrenoj  cofin  did  ariue. 

With  men  on  horfe  and  foot  for  his  afliftance. 
And  finding  none  that  durft  againft  him  ftriue. 
He  entredhad  the  gates  without  refiftance. 

So  lace  a feare  was  in  the  people  bred. 

That  none  of  them  durft  come  to  make  a hed, 

71 

They  of  the  cittie  knew  not  what  to  fay. 

Nor  who  thefe  were,  nor  what  was  their  defire, 
Vntill  the  Zelanders  themfelues  bewray. 

Both  by  their  fpeech  and  manner  of  attire : 

Then  made  they  peace,  and  promif  d the  ftraight 
To  do  what  er  the  captaine  fhould  require:  (way, 
Againft  the  men  of  Frifeland  them  to  aid. 

Who  yet  in  prifon  ftiU  Byreno  ftaid. 
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For  why  that  people  alwayes  had  in  hate. 

The  king  of  Frifeland  and  his  men  of  warre, 
Their  dukes  late  death  and  altring  their  eftate, 
Mou’d  mu  ch  their  minds,buc  that  that  al  did  mar. 
Was  ouer  taxing  them  in  fuch  a rate. 

As  alwayes  breeds  a great  diflike  andiarre, 
Orlando  twixt  thefe  men  made  fuch  conclufion, 

As  turn’d  vnto  the  Frifeland  mens  confufion. 

Straight  to  the  ground  they  threw  the  prifon  gate. 
They  fetch  the  prifnersout  without  a kay, 

Byrenoy  to  the  Earle  is  not  vngrate. 

With  thankes  a part  of  his  due  debt  ro  pay : 

And  then  they  go  to  fliew  Byrems  ftatc, 

Tofaire  Olympia,  that  at  anchor  lay: 

For  fo  they  call  the  Ladic  chaft  and  fairc. 

That  of  that  countrie  was  vndoubted  hairc. 

She 


in  the  tabu. 
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She  that  was  thither  by  Orlando  broiiglit, 

Without  all  hope  of  any  fiich  fuccelTc, 

W’ho  lately  (filly  creature)  onely  fought, 

Her  death  might  bring  her  loucr  from  diftrcflc : 
Now  was  her  faftic  and  Byrems  wrought, 

When  (he  fuppof  d and  lookt  for  nothing  leflc: 
The  ioy  cannot  with  many  words  be  told. 
Wherewith  the  tone  the  tother  did  behold. 
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The  people  do  the  damfell  faire  reftore, 

Vnto  the  ftatc  that  vnto  her  was  due: 

But  (he’that  vowd  her  felfe  for  euermorc. 

To  be  vnto  Byre  no  louer  true, 

Perfiftingnow  as  faithfuil  as  before. 

Nor  fearing  any  harme  that  might  enfiic. 

Doth  graunt  to  him  for  loue  and  meerc  affedlion 
Of  her  and  her  eftate  the  full  proteftion. 
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ffyrfwleaues  his  cofin  in  his  place, 

Toguid  that  countrie  with  fufficient  gard. 

His  louing  wife  in  Zeland  he  will  place. 

That  done,  withforces  march  to  Frifeland  ward ; 
Hoping  to  conquer  it  in  little  fpace. 

If  that  his  fortune  were  not  ouer  hard. 

And  that  which  moll  alTur’d  him  of  this  thing, 

He  had  in  hold  the  daughter  of  their  king. 
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Whom  he  did  meane  to  marrie(as  men  fay) 

Vnto  a younger  brother  of  his  name : 

Orlando  Ihipt  himfelfe  thatprefent  day, 

Byrmo  with  him  to  his  (hipping  came. 

And  ofFerd  him  a large  part  of  the  pray, 
Becaufehis  valew  cheefly  won  the  fame. 

Who  would  take  nothing  but  that  engin  rare. 
Which  we  before  to  liglitning  did  compare. 
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Nc  tookc  he  this  away  becaufc  he  ment, 

Toproue  the  force  thereof  vpon  his  foe. 

Or  vfc  the  fame  when  he  to  battell  went. 

His  courage  would  not  fulTer  him  do  (b : 

To  hurle  away  die  fame  was  his  entent. 

Where  it  mankmd  might  ncuer  damage  moc : 

He  lets  nor  powder  nor  the  (hot  remaine. 

Nor  ought  that  did  vnto  the  lame  pertaine. 
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And  when  that  now  the  (lielues  and  (hallow  Ihore, 

A twcncic  leagues  or  there  about  was  left. 

No  land  difeernd  behind  nor  yet  before, 

Vpon  the  right  hand  or  vpon  the  left, 

Bccaufe  (faid  he)  hereafter  ncuer  more. 

May  any  knight  of  life  and  limb  be  reft 
By  thee,  or  coward  vaunt  him  with  the  Hour, 

Lye  there  alow  vntilll  fetch  thee  out. 
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Ocurll  deuife  found  out  byfomcfoulcfcnd. 

And  framd  below  by  Bel’lebub  inl.ell. 

Who  by  thy  meane  did  purpofe  and  intend. 

To  mine  a!l  that  on  the  earth  do  dwell, 

From  whence  thou  earned,  thither  1 thee  fend, 
(This  faid)  the  pecce  vnto  the  boitomc  fell: 
Orlando  maketh  all  the  fpeed  he  may, 

Himfelfe  vnto  Ebuda  to  conuay. 
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I fay  the  noble  Earle  in  haft  him  hide, 

Vnto  that  cru ell  lie  tofindc  that  wight. 

Whom  he  lou’d  more  then  ail  the  world  befide, 
On  whom  his  thoughts  were  running  day  & night 
Nor  would  he  by  the  way  one  whit  abide. 

Left  of  new  day  might  new  occafion  light,* 

And  caufe  him  when  he  had  his  purpofe  mid. 

To  cric  with  lace  repentance  had  1 will. 
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His  courfe  he  meancs  of  neither  fide  to  bend. 

Nor  South  nor  North,  fuch  haft  he  meancs  to 
But  goes  as  y blind  archer  doth  him  fend,  (make. 
That  deepe  with  dart  of  golden  head  him  fcake. 
And  here  a while  to  leaue  him  I entend. 
Returning  to  the  match  of  which  1 (palcc: 

For  you  might  thinke  1 loft  it  in  the  cairiage. 

If  you  Ihould  heer  no  more  news  ofthe  marriage. 
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Great  feafts  were  made  in  Holland,  and  grcatlport, 
Becaufe  of  this  new  match  and  copulationj 
But  greater  lliall  in  Zeland  by  report. 

For  which  there  was  great  care  and  preparation; 
Yet  v/ould  1 not  you  thither  (hould  refort. 

Except  you  knew  Byrems  incluiarion, 

For  chaunces  Fell  thacfpoilcd  all  the  cheare. 

As  in  the  booke  enfuing  you  (hall  hcare. 


Heretumes  to 
Orlando  m the 


InOtlzndothatatthefirJl  motionentertaynedthe  enterpriji  ofEhuda:  wee  may  learne  10  be  prone  and  readieto  all  J^oral, 
honorable  expUites:  In  his  camming  to  fuccour  the  dijtrejjed  Olympia  :vee  may  note  how  God  fends  ynexpefled  relief e to  tlse 
honefi  affliiled : In  Olympia  we  may  fee  a rare  mirror  of  conjiancie,  which  I doubt  too  few  of  her  fex  will  imitate.  By  C}'- 
tao^cos  tyrannic  and  death  adVrincesmay  ta’t^  a warning,  that  no  engins  rtor  Jiratagems  cank^epe  a tyrant fafe  inhise- 
fiate,  hut  only  clemency  and  bountie  that  to  lawfidl  P rinces  breedes  euermorc  loue  and loyaltie  in  the  fubtedl, 

CoiKCming  the  irsuention  ofgunnes,  he  feemeth  to  infnuate  that  t hey  haue  beene  inuented long  before  the  time  that  our  wri~  Hiftoric. 
ters Jpeal^of  in  Germany ^which  was  about  Rich  ard  the fe.  ond  hts  f/we;  Virgil  hath  a-yerfe  in  the fixt  of  the  JEncidoSithat 
foutsdes  much  tu  this  ejfefl,and  my  felfe  haue  wendred  at  it  many  times  to  fee  how  plainely  it  erpreffeth  tlx  qualitie  of  a peece 
of  Ordenance.  H e idles  that  one  S allamoneus  aGyant  had  an  engin  of  war  with  which  loe  imitated  lupiters  thunder  and 
ligirtning:  andfurely  this  he  would  not  haue  fained, but  that  hehard  of fome  fuch  thing:  tlx  yerfe  is  this . Dumflammas 
louis  & fonitus  imitatur  Olimpi  .Some  of  our  far  trauSled  men  tell  ys  that  they  of  Chyna  had  rfe  ofpeeces  fome  tlwu-  . 
fands  ofyeares,  which  I could  be  willing  to  credite  faue  that  they  alfo  tell  of  records  there  ,fince  before  Ad^s  creation  many 
yeares. 

.Allegory  I finde  none  but  ofthe  lie  o/Ebuda  wlxre  women  begiuen  to  monflers  to  he  deuoured,  of which  I will Jfeal^inan  Allegoric. 
other  of  the  Cantoes  that  followes  of that  matter, 

tn  tlx  monftrous  ejfedles  ofgunne  powder  he  alludes perhap  to  that  huge  damage  done  Venice  when  their  Arfenal  or  "^ufion, 
fiorelxufewas  hlowne  yp:  as  a Isk^  mifiap  though  not  fotemble,happenedintlxTower  my  grandfather  Sir  lolvuMxtk- 
l\a.m  being  fhon  f iue  enantof  the  Tower, 
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fV icked  Byreno  falsin  hue  of  new. 

And  tn  an  lie  his  kind  Olimpia  leans ; 

%ogero  kids  Alcynas  realrne  a dew, 

'But  Logiflilla gently  him  receaus^ 

She  pjewes  him  how  to  rule  the  horfe  that  flew. 
H e flying  in  the  aire  from  thence -perceaus, 
%enaldos  muflers:  after  which  he  founds 
Angelica  vnto  therockefafi  bound. 


‘ Mong  the  mirrors  rare  of 
loyall  Joue, 

' That  prefent  arCjOr  hauc 
' bene  in  time  paft, 

[ Whofc  faith  no  force  of 
fortune  could  remoue 
' With  fauning  cheare,nor 
yet  with  frowning  blaft 
iOlympia  faire  all  others 
farre  abouc, 

By  iuft  defart  requirl|chtobeplaft; 

Whofe  ftedfaft  louc  (to  fay  I dare  be  bold) 


Paffedi  thepatterns  of  the  new  or  old. 


How  could  Ihe  lignesmore  euident  impart, 
VntoBjyrcwofher  louingminde? 

Nojthouglrftie  Ihouldhaue  open  laid  her  hart, 

Y et  could  Ihe  not  haue  proou’d  her  fclf  more  kind 
And  iffiichloue  and  diictie,  by  defart 
May  loofce  of  due,  like  loue  againe  to  find. 

Her  faith  requires  vnto  Byreno  Ihowne, 

That  he  Ihould  feeke  her  faftie  as  his  owne. 
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Nor  onely  not  to  leaue  her  in  annoy. 

Or  her  reieft,  for  any  other  dame. 

No  nor  for  her  that  bred  the  bale  of  Troy, 
Or  any  other  of  more  worthy  name. 

But  her  prefer,  before  all  worldly  ioy. 
Before  his  fences  fiue,  before  his  fame. 
Or  any  other  thing  of  greater  price. 

To  be  expreft  by  word  or  by  deuife. 


Now  iiByrmo  didLer  well  requite. 


/ 


If  thathe  Ihowd  to  her  the  like  good  will. 

If  he  regarded  as  he  ought  of  right. 

To  bend  vnto  her  liking  all  his  slull. 

Nay,  if  forgetting  all  her  merits  quite, 

Cruell,  vnkind,  he  fought  her  life  tolpill: 

Behold  I fhall  a talc  to  you  recite. 

Would  make  a man  his  lippes  for  anger  bite. 
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And  when  that  I (hall  haue  declared  plaine. 

His  crueltic,  herloues  vnkind  reward, 

1 thinke  you  Ladies  neuer  will  againe, 

Beleeue menswords,yourhartswillwaxfo  hard^ 
*Louers  their loued  Ladies  loues  to  gaine, 
Promife,  proteft  andfweare  without  regard. 

That  God  doth  fee  and  know  their  fallhood  frill. 
And  can  and  (hall  reuenge  it  at  his  will. 
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Their  othes  but  words,  their  words  arc  all  bu  t wind, 
Vtterd  in  haft, and  with  like  haft  forgotten, 

With  which  their  faithes  they  do  as  firmely  bind. 
As  bundels  are  truft  vp  with  cords  all  rotten, 
Coynefle  isnaiighr,buc  vvorfe  robe  to  kind. 

Men  (Mre  not  for  the  good  that  foone  is  gotten : 
But  ^men  of  their  wits  may  iuftly  boft, 

Tfraf  are  made  wiferby  an  others  coft. 
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Wherefore  I wilhyou  louely  dames  beware, 

Thefe  beardks  youthes, whofe  faces  {hinc  fo  neat 
Whofe  fancies  foone  like  ftrawn  fire  kindled  are. 
And  fooner  quencht  amid  their  flaming  heat. 

The  hunter  chafeth  ftillthe  flyinghare. 

By  hill  by  dale  with  labour  and  with  fwcar. 

But  when  at  laft  the  wifhed  pray  is  taken. 

They Teeke  new  game  the  old  is  quite  fofaken. 
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Stntfiee. 
*CatuUsumlme 
tuuntmrart  Hi. 
hiifrcmutire 
farcunt. 

Quid  lupitertx 
alto  ftriurta  rt- 
det  umantum. 
Ttbulha . Went. 
Tuperiurit  veH- 
tiimta  fer  ttr. 
rtf  e^Jretafii. 
mutfirunt. 
Calbntachiu.tu- 
rauit  /juidem  fed 
amatoria  fura- 
rr.enta  deoru  non 
fukum  auret. 

Sentence, 


Sentence  fatix 

tjuem  faemnt  a- 

ItentfericuU 

cautum. 

Quid.  VUmmaj, 
de  [itpuLa  nofirM 
bnutfj,  fun. 
Quid,  i'enator 
fequuurfugien- 
tia  captg  reUn. 
quit. 

Simle. 
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Eucn  fo  thcfcyoutlieSj  the  while  yoii  fay  dicm  nay. 
In  hu  mble  fort  they  feeke,  they  few,  they  feru  c : 
They  like  they  loue,  they  honour  and  obay. 

They  wait,  they  watchyourfauours  to  defenic : 
Ou^.Sueciffor*  A part  they  plaine,  in  prefence  oft  they  pray, 

neu«teliuur  era-  For  loue  of  you  they  mourne,they  pine  & ftaruc: 

mtdwdm.  But  haumg  got  that  erft  they  fought  fo  fore. 

They  turne  their  fades  vnto  an  other  Ihore. 


$*Htenc$. 
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Though  diisbettucjinor  perfwadeyou  tho. 

To  leaue  to  loue,  for  that  were  open  wrong, 

To  caufeyou  like  a vine  vndreft  to  grow, 
Vneared  for  the  bryres  and  thornes  among; 

But  left  onyouthes  you  fliould  your  felues  beftow 
That  in  one  fancie  neuer  tarrie  long ; 

The  meane  is  beft,yoi:ng  fruits  the  ftomakc  gripe 
The  elder  cloy  when  they  be  ouerripc. 

10 

I Ihewdyou  in  the  talc  I told  you  laft. 

How  that  Byreno  had  daughter. 

To  marrie  whom  a motion  late  was  paft, 

Bccaufc  his  brother  lou'd  and  gready  fought  her. 
But  his  owne  mouth  was  of  to  likriih  raft. 

To  leaue  fofwceta  moifell,hauing  caught  hen 
He  thought  it  were  a point  of  foolifh  kindneffe, 
Topart  withall,apeccc  offo  rare  finenefle. 

It 

The  damftll  link  paffed  fourtccncyeare, 

Tender  and  hollbme,  loucly,  freih  and  faire. 

As  when  the  budding  rofe  doth  firft  appeare, 
W'hen  funny  beames  in  May  make  temperat  airc 
Byreno  likes  her  face,  herfober  chcare, 

Vfing  to  her  to  make  fo  oferepaire : 

That  euen  as  Brimftoncquickly  taketh  flame. 

So  loue  tooke him  tohisperpetuad  (hame. 

The  ftreamc  of  teares  that  for  her  fire  ihe  fticd, 

A flaming  furnace  bred  within  his  breft. 

The  plaints  ihe  made,  and  doleful!  words  flic  fed. 
Puts  him  in  hope  of  getting  his  requeft. 

Thus  foule  delires  with  hopes  as  foully  fed. 

As  water  hot  fiom  boyling  ftraight  doth  reft. 
When  liquor  cold  is  powred  in  thepot. 

So  with  new  loue  his  old  was  quite  forgot. 

13 

From  flow  to  eb  tluis  turned  was  the  tide. 

His  late  bcloii’d  Olimpia  lothlbme  grew, 

Tolooke  on  her  his  hart  could  fcant  abide. 

His  thoughts  were  all  lb  fetled  on  the  new. 

Yet  till  the  time  might  feme  he  thinks  to  hide. 

His  filthie  hate  with  faire  and  painted  hew : 

And  though  in  fancie  he  did  her  deteft. 

Yet  ftill  great  kindnefle  he  in  (hew  profeft. 

14 

And  if  he  fticw’d  the  other  fignes  of  loue, 

(Although  fujch  loue  was  worfe  then  any  hare) 

Yet  none  there  was  herein  did  him  rep  roue, 
Waying  his  meaning  in  an  ocher  rate. 

They  tliought  fome  good  remorfe  his  minde  did 
In  gracious  fort  to  pittie  her  eftate,  (moue. 

And  that  to  her  he  charitably  ment, 

Bccaufc  flie  was  foyoung  and  innocent. 


O mightic  God  how  much  arc  men  miftanc  ? 

How  oft  with  famed  fliewes  they  arc  deceaued? 
Byrenos  wicked  meaning  and  prophanc. 

For  good  and  godly  was  of  men  rcccaucd : 

The  marriners  their  oarcs  in  hand  had  tanc. 

And  from  the  ftiore  the  fliip  was  quickly  heaued, 
T o Zeland  ward  the  duke  with  all  his  trainc. 

With  help  e of  oarcs  and  fades  doth  pafle  amaine. 
16 

Now  had  they  loft  the  fight  of  Holland  fliorc, 
Marchingwith  gentle  gale  in  comlyranke, 
And(for  the  wind  was  vvcftcrly)thcy  bore 
Tocome  within  the  lue  ofScctcifli  banke. 

When  as  a fbdainc  tempeft  rofe  fo  fore. 

The  force  thereof  iheir  fhips  had  well  ny  fanke. 
Three  dayes  they  bare  it  outjthc  fourth  at  night, 
A barren  Hand  hapned  in  their  fight. 

17 

Here  faire  Olimpia  from  her  fliip  to  fand. 

From  fands  flic  pafleth  to  the  higher  ground, 
kindly  led  her  by  the  hand, 

(Although  his  hart  another  harbour  found) 

They  flip  in  theirpaudhon  pitchton  land, 
Enuyrond  with  a tent  about  them  round; 

Their  fupper  done  to  bed  do  go  they  twaine. 

The  reft  vnto  their  fliippes  rcturnc  againc. 
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The  traucll  great  (he  lately  did  endure. 

And  had  three  dayes  before  her  waking  kept. 

And  being  now  vpon  the  fliorc  lecure, 

(Gladnow  of  tliatfor  which  er  long  flic  wept) 
Thinking  her  fclfe  amid  his  armes  fccure. 

All  this  did  caufc  that  flie  tlic  founder  flepr, 

(Ah  filly  foule)  when  flie  was  leaft  affraid. 

Of  hcrfalfc  husband  thus  to  be  betraid  ? 

The  trccherous  Byreno  whom  deceit. 

And  thought  of  lewd  intcnt,doth  waking  keepe* 
Hailing  the  time  for  which  he  long  did  wait, 

Scing  Olimpia  now  was  found  a fleepe, ; 

Vnto  his  ihips  be  hies  with  fliort  retreic. 

And  makes  them  all  lanch  forth  into  the  dccpc* 
And  thus  with  wicked  pradife  and  vniuft. 

He  her  forfooke,  that  chiefly  did  him  truft. 

20 

Now  were  the  failes  well  charged  with  the  wind, 
Bearinghim  lighter  then  the  wind  away. 

The  poore  Olimpia  now  was  left  behind. 

Who  neuer  waked  till  that  breakc  of  day, 

To  lightfomncs  had  chang’d  the  datknes  blind. 

And  funnie  beames  had  driu’n  the  mift  away. 

She  ftretchc  her  armes  betweene  a fleep  & wake. 
Thinking  Byreno  in  her  armes  to  take, 
zi 

She  findeth  none,  and  drawing  backe  againe, 

Againe  flie  reacht  them  out  but  findeth  none. 

Her  legge  likewifc  flie  reached  out  in  vainc. 

In  vaine  for  he  for  whom  Ihe  feelcs  is  gone, 

Feare  fleepe  expels,  her  eyes  fhe  opens  plains 
Nor  yet  flie  hear  es,ftie  foes,  nor  feeles  not  one: 
With  which  amaz’d  the  clothes  away  flie  caft. 

And  CO  the  ftiore  fhe  runnctli  in  great  haft. 

With 
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It 

With  hart  difmaki,  and  fcingher  before. 

Her  fatal!  happe,  vnto  the  fca  (he  hies. 

She  linote  her  brcft,her  licare  flic  rent  and  tore, 
Looking(for  now  all  lightfome  were  the  skies) 

If  ought  flie  could  diptcrne,  but  cucn  the  Ihorc  j 
But  cuen  the  Ihore,  no  other  thing  flie  Ipics  : 
Then  once  or  iwife  flie  cald  Byrenos namcj 
Then  once  or  twile  the  caues  rcfound  die  fame. 

And  boldly  then  flic  niounteth  on  the  rocks, 

Craggie  and  ftccpe,fuch  courage  Ibrrow  brought. 
Her  wofull  words  might  mouc  the  ftones  & flocks. 
But  when  flic  law,  or  at  the  leall  flic  thouglit, 

She  faw  the  fhippes,hcr  guiltlcflc  breft  flic  knocks 
By  fignes  & cries  to  bring  them  backc  fhe  fought. 
But  lignes  and  cries  but  little  now  auailes, 

That  wind  bare  them  away  that  hid  their  fades. 
24 

What  mcancft  thou  (thus  poore  Olympia  ipakc) 

So  cruelly  without  me  to  depart  ? 

Bend  back  thy  courfe  & ceafe  fuch  Ipced  to  make. 
Thy  veflell  of  her  lading  lackcs  a part. 

Little  It  is  the  carkas  poore  to  take, 

Since  that  it  doth  alrcdie  beare  the  hart: 

Thus  hauingby  the  fliote  cridelong  in  vainc, 
Vnto  the  tent  flie  backc  rcturnes  agauie.| 

And  lying  grouelingon  her  reftleire  bed, 
jMoiftning  the  fame  with  water  ot  her  eyes, 

Sith  two  on  thee  did  coutthlaft  night  (fhe  led) 
Why  did  not  two  from  thee  logithcrrife  ? 

Curd  be  the  wombe  thatfalfe  Bjrcnobred, 

Curft  be  the  day  that  firft  1 faw  the  skies; 

What  fliall  I do?  what  can  1 here  alone, 
or  who  (wo  me)  can  mitigate  my  menc  ? 
z6 

I fee  no  man,  nor  any  figne  I fee, 

That  any  man  within  this  He  doth  dwell : 
Ifeenofliip  that  hence  may  carriemc, 

W ith  (at  the  leall)  Ibme  hope  of  being  well : 

Here  fliall  I llatiie,it  cannot  other  be. 

And  buried  how  to  be  I cannot  tell: 

How  if  the  w olues  that  wander  in  this  wood, 
Dcuour  my  flefli,or  drink  my  guiltlefle  blood? 
i7  . 

Alas  I doubt  and  Hand  eu’n  nowin  feare. 

Left  that  fome  rau’nouswolfc  that  here  abides. 
Some  Lyon,  Tyger,  orfome  vgly  beare. 

With  teeth  & clawes  fliall  pierce  my  tender  fides. 
Yet  what  beaft  could  with  greater  torment  tearc. 
Then  thou  more  fearce  then  any  bcafl  befides? 
For  they  contented  are  but  once  to  kill. 

But  thou  my  life  a thoufand  times  dofl  ip  ill. 
z8 

But  prefuppofc  Ibme  veflell  here  arriue. 

And  take  me  from  this  place  forpittie  fake. 

And  fo  perchance  I may  be  left  aliue. 

The  beares  nor  Lyons  neucr  fliall  me  take. 

Yet  will  It  be  in  vaine  for  me  to  flriuc, 

Againe  to  Holland  my  repaire  to  make: 

Thou  keep’ll  by  force  the  place  where  I was  bom, 
Whccc  by  deceit  tliou  broughts  me(falf  forfworn) 


^9 

Thou  fook’fl  from  me  my  liuing  by  pretence. 

And  coulour  of  thy  fricndfliip  and  allyancc. 

Thy  men  ofarmes  were  paid  by  my  cxpcncc, 

Igauc  thee  all, fuch  was  my  fond  affiance; 

Or  fliall  1 turnc  to  Fjaunders?fith  from  thence 
I fold  my  fclfc,  and  am  at  flat  defiance 
With  all  the  nation,  whom  to  fet  theefrec, 

1 quite  forfooke,  that  now  ah  wo  is  mee? 

30 

Is  therefor  me  in  Frifdand  any  place  ? 

Where  I rcfufde  for  thee  to  be  a queene. 

The  which  refufall  ruind  all  my  race, 

As  by  the  ftquqll  was  to  plainly  feene  ? 

O crucll  hap,  6 ftraungc  and  monflrous  cafe, 

The  righteous  God  ludge  thee  and  mebetwcenc* 

Was  euer  Tyger  cairied  hartfo  hard,* 

For  fo  firme  louc  to  pay  fo  foule  reward  ? 

31 

But  what  and  if  feme  pyrat  wanting  feare. 

Of  God  and  man,  fhall  take  me  as  aflauc  ? 

Thou  God  forbid,  let  Tyg':  r,VVclfc  and  Beare, 
Fixflcarrie  meapray  into  tlieircaue. 

And  there  my  fltlh  in  pceccs  all  to  tearc. 

That  dying  ,1  my  chaflitie  may  faue : 

This faid,  her  raging  greefe  her  hands  addrefles. 

To  offer  force  vnto  her  golden  treffes. 

.3^ 

And  cuen  as  Hecttba  fell  raging  mad,  Similt. 

With  greefe  ofminde  andforrowfbrc  opprefled. 

To  fee  her  Volydarw  little  lad. 

By  fraudof  hiskmfriian  vnkind  diftrefled : 

So  rau’d  Olympia  fairc,  as  though  flic  had. 

With  twentie  thoufand  diucls  bene  poflefled : 

Atlall  flie  fitteth  on  the  rocks  alone, 

Seeming  as  ftncelefle  as  the  fencelcfle  ftonc. 

33 

And  in  this  flare  I mcane  to  let  her  flay, 

Tflof I haue  lalkt  a while; 

Who  trail  eld  in  the  hot  and  fandie  way. 

Many  a wcric  and  vnplcafant  mile  : 

And  now  it  was  the  middle  of  the  day. 

When  as  vpon  the  South  fide  of  the  lie. 

He  faw  three  Ladies  neare  a Lttle  towre. 

Sporting  themfclucs  within  aplcafant  bowre. 
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Thefe  Ladies  faire  were  of  ^Uynas  crew. 

Come  to  refrefli  themfclucs  a little  Ipafe, 

They  had  great  flore  of  wines  both  old  and  new, 
Andfundrie  kinde  ofiunkets  in  like  cafe, 

A prettie  barke  there  lay  within  their  vcw. 

That  did  attend  their  pleafurcs  in  the  place. 
Wailing  when  any  little  gale  fhouldblcc, 

(For  now  was  none)that  they  might  homward  go. 

3f 


Then  one  of  thefe  that  had  cfpide  the  knight. 

At  fuch  a time,  and  in  fuch  way  to  ride. 

With  coutteousfpecchinuites  him  to  alight, 
Thcfecond  brings  him  wine  on  th’otherfide. 
Making  him  farre  more  tint  flie  with  tiic  fight. 
But  thefe  entifements  could  not  caufe  him  bide. 
Fearing  Alcym  prifiier  fo  might  take  liim. 

If  by  tms  flay  flie  hapt  to  ouertake  him. 

G iij 
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Euen  as  falcpeetcrmixt  witlibrlmftonepure, 
Enflameth  ftraighc  when  once  ic  feelcs  the  fire, 
Orasthefea  with  winds,  and  aire  obfciirc 
Doth  workc,  and  fwcU  and  cuer  rifeth  hycr : 

So  they  that  faw  their  words  could  not  ilure. 
His  noble  minde  to  follow  tlieir  defier. 

Highly  difdaind  that  they  werefo  contemned. 
And  him  of  great  difcourtefie  condemned, 

37 

And  ftraight  the  third  as  m a raging  mood 
Ln^iutht  Air  Said  thus,  6 cieattire  void  of  all  gentilitie. 

And  borne  (no  doubt)  of  bale  vnwortliy  bl*od, 
And  bred  where  ncuer  vfed  was  ciuilidc. 

Ay  during  life  fro  thee  depart  all  good. 

Nor  maift  thou  die  in  tjtiiet  and  tranquilliric: 
Butburhed  might'ft  thou  bcjor  cut  in  quarters. 
Or  driuen  to  hang  thy  fclfc  in  tliinc  owne  garters. 

38 

Withthefc  and  many  bitter  fpceches  mo, 

Kailuig  on  him  forthwith  they  take  their  barke, 
coafting  along  vpon  the  Sotheme  Ihore, 

That  they  his  paflage  and  his  courfe  might  mark* 
But  he  that  now  was  gotten  farre  before. 

Did  little  to  their  threats  and  curfes  harke: 

And  notwithftandmg  al  1 that  they  concriued. 

Yet  to  his  fliip  in  fafrie  he  arritiei 

39 

The  Pilot  doth  I^^ero  much  commend,  ^ ' • 

That  from  Alcy»‘t  fo  himfelfe  did  faue, 

And  as  a wife  and  well  experienft  frend, 

Sound  counfell  and  good  precepts  him  he  gatie, 
Wilhing  that  he  his  time  would  better  Ipend, 

And  leaue  fond  toyes  embracing  wifedomc  grauc 
And  from  die  good  the  cu.ll  todifeerne. 

As  LogcJlilLt\^^A  mentolearne. 

40 

There  is  the  food  that  fills  and  neiier  cloyeth, 

There  is  the  lone,  the  bewtie  and  the  grace. 

That  maketh  him  moft  bleft  that  them  cnioyeth. 
To  which  compard  all  other  ioyes  are  bafe: 

There  hope  nor  fearc  nor  care  the  mind  anoyeth, 
Rerpeft  ofperfons  nor  regard  of  place : 

The  minde  ftill  finding perfite  contentation, 
Rcfting  ic  fclfe  in  vcrtuoiis  contemplation. 

41 

There  are  (faidhc)lbme  better  leflbns  taught, 
Thcdaucings,dalyings,ordaintie  dietj  (thought 
There  lhall  you  learne  to  frame  your  minde  and 
From  will  to  wit,  to  temperance  from  rict  : 
There  is  the  patheby  which  you  may  be  brought. 
Into  the  perieft  paradife  of  quiet : 

This  tale  the  Pilot  to  told. 

And  all  die  while  their  courfe  they  forward  hold. 

42- 

Bu  t loe  diey  fee  a nauie  vnder  faile, 

Of  (hips  that  toward  them  in  haft  didbend, 
Wrachfull./^/9iM  ftritiing  tooth  and  naile. 
Thinking  to  fetch  againe  her  fleeting  frend: 

But  all  her  diligence  could  not  auaile, 

J^gero  to  returne  doth  not  intend: 

And  of  her  forces  he  was  not  aftfaid, 

Becaufe  that  LogeflilU  fent  him  aid. 


StHuk. 


For  ftraieht  a watch  man  ftanding  in  a towre^  ^ 

So  high  that  all  the  hils  and  fliore  was  vnder. 

Did  ring  the  larum  bell,  that  prefenthou re. 

He  faw  her  fleece,  though  diftant  far  a funder; 
And  when  diatnow  apprpehed  was  their  powre, 
■VYith  canon  fhot  they  made  them  fuch  a thunder 
That  thougli  Alcyna  threatned  much  andbrauc^ 
Yet  was  B^‘gtTo  from  her  mallice  faued. 

44 

Then  at  his  firft  arriuall  to  the  Ihore, 

Foure  damfcls  met  him  fent  by 
Andrenica  that  wifely  fees  before. 

And  Fronffis  the  iuft,and  chart  DruplU, 

And  Ihe  chat  boldly  fights  for  vertues  lore, 
Defccnding  from  the  Romane  race  Catmllag 
And  ftraiglitrufbtout  of  men  a worthy  band, 
Readie  to  mcccc  their  foes  onfea  and  land, 

4?  , 

Within  a large  and  verie  quiet  bay, 

A nauie  was  of  vcflels  big  and  tdl, 

That  readie  at  an  houers  warning  lay. 

To  go  to  fight  at  any  httle  call. 

And  now  there  was  begun  a great  affray, 

By  land  and  Tea,  the  conflift  was  not  fmall  j 
Which  did  the  rcalme  in  hurly  burly  fee, 
aIqimIzic  did  from  her  lifter  get. 

46 

Tis  ftrange  to  fee  of w acres  the  ftrangc  fuccclfe. 

She  that  of  late  was  counted  offuch  might. 

Is  now  fo  driu’n  in  daunger  and  diftrcljei 
1 hat  fcant  fhc  could  preferue  her  fclfe  by  flight, 
T^gems  parting  brou^t  her  greefe  no  lelfe,  ^ 
Then  did  the  foilc,both  which  bredfuch  dclpite, 
And  fuch  dilpaire,  to  die  flie  had  intended, 

(if  fo  flie  might)to  haue  her  torments  ended. 

47 

And  ashcrfrlfc  the  dame  of  Carthage  kill’d. 

When  as  the  Troyan  duke  did  her  forfake; 
Crasher  blood  the  quceneofdEgyptlpild, 

For  that  fo  famous  Romaine  captaincs  fake; 

Euen  fb  Al<ynn  W'ith  like  forrowes  fild, 

Wifht  of  her  felfe  with  like  death  end  to  make ; 
But  (either  auncient  folke  beleeu’d  a lie, 

Orthisis  true)  afayrie  cannot  die. 

48 

Butlcauewe  now  this  paine. 

That  from  her  elder  After  fled  apace. 

And  to  Fsgerolet  vs  turne  againe, 

'I  hat  was  condufted  to  a better  place, 

Where  finding  now  that  he  did  fafe  remaine, 

He  thanked  God  chat  gaue  him  lb  much  graces 
To  fee  his  foes  of  forces  all  depriued, 

Himfelfe  within  the  caftlefafe  arriued. 

49 

And  fuch  a caftlc  that  in  ftatcly  fhow. 

And  coftly  fubftance  others  all  furmounted. 

The  valew  of  the  walls  can  no  man  know. 

Except  he  firft  vpon  the  fame  had  mounted, 
Menhauenot  icw  els  offuch  price  below. 
Diamonds  are  to  thefc  but  drofle  accounted, 
Perles  arc  but  pelfe,  and  1 tibyes  all  are  rotten. 
Where  ftoncs  of  fuch  rare  yertue  can  be  gotten. 
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Thcfcwalls  are  builc  offtones  offoercat  price, 

All  other  vnto  thefc  come  far  bchmdj 
In  thefe  men  fee  the  vertue  and  the  vice. 

That  cleaucth  to  the  inward  foule  and  mind. 
Who  lookb  in  fuch  a glaflc,  may  grow fo  wife, 

As  neither  flattring  prail'cs  (hall  him  blind 
With  ticklingwordsj  nor  vndeferued  blame, 

With  forged  faults  (hall  workehim  anicihamc. 

U 

From  hence  doth  come  the  eucrlafling  light. 

That  may  with  VItSw  beames  fo  clcarc  compare, 
That  when  the  Sunne  is  downe  there  is  no  night. 
With  thofe  that  of  thefe  icwcls  ftored  are, 

Thefc  gemmes  do  teach  vs  to  difeerne  arighc 
Thefe  gems  are  wrought  with  workm  adiip  fo  rare, 
That  hard  it  were  to  make  true  cftimation, 
Which  is  more  worth  the  fiibftance  or  the  falhion 

On  arches  raifd  of  poiphirie  pafling  hie. 

So  hie,  that  to  afeend  them  feemd  apaine. 

Were  gardens  fairc  and  pleafant  to  the  eye. 

Few  found  fo  faire  below  vpon  a plaine; 

Sweet  fmelling  trees  in  order  {landing  by, 

With  fountaines  warring  them  in  Heed  of  rainc, 
W'hich  do  the  fame  fo  naturally  nourifh. 

As  all  die  y earc  both  flours  and  frutes  do  flourifli. 
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No  weeds  or  frutelcflc  trees  arc  in  this  place. 

But  herbs  whole  vertues  are  of  higheft  price. 

As  foLieraigne  fage,and  thrift  and  herbe  of  grace. 
And  time, which  well  bellowed  maketh  wife. 

And  lowly  patience,  prtaid  thoughts  to  abafe. 
And  harts  eafe,that  can  neuer  grow  with  vice. 
Thefe  are  the  herbs  that  in  this  garden  grew, 
Whofe  vertucs  do  their  beau  ties  ftill  renew. 

Tlic  Ladie  of  the  caflell  greatly  ioyed, 

T o fee  the  fafe  ariuall  of  this  knight. 

And  all  her  care  and  trauell  Ihe  employed. 

That  honor  might  be  done  him  in  her  light,  • 
^flolfo  (in  his  paflTage  lelfe  annoyed) 

Doth  take  in  his  acquaintance  great  delight. 

And  all  the  other  his  good fauor  fought, 

That  by  MehJJa  to  them  fclues  were  brought. 
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Now  hauing  all  them  fclues fomedayes  repofed. 

In  Lo^eftillas  houfe,  and  taken  reft. 

And  finding  all  them  fclues  right  well  difpofed. 
To  make  returne  againc  into  the  Well. 

The  good  for  them  all  propofed, 

Vnto  the  mightie  Ladie  this  requefl. 

That  by  her  leaue  without  incurring  blame, 

They  might  return  the  ail  from  whence  they  came 
5^ 

Towhom  Dame  LogepiUa  thus  replidc, 

That  after  they  a day  or  t wo  had  ftayd. 

She  would  for  them  moft  carefully  preuide. 

For  all  their  iouniey  furniture  and  ayd. 

And  firfl  (he  taught  i(o^mihow  to  ride, 

The  flying  horfe  (ofwhomhewasafFtayd) 

To  make  him  pafe,or  palTe  a ftill  careere, 

As  readily  as  other  horfes  here. 
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When  all  was  rcadie  now  for  him  to  parr, 

I{pgtro  bids  this  worthie  dame  farewell, 
whom  all  his  Lfe  time  after  from  his  hart. 

He  highly  honored  andloucd  well. 

Firll  1 will  (liew  how  well  he  playd  his  part. 

Then  oftheEnglifn  Duke  I meant  to  tell. 

How  in  more  time,  and  with  far  greater  painc. 
He  did  returne  toC/irtr/whiscourt  againe. 

58  " . . 

B^ogero  mounted  on  the  winged  fteed* 

Which  he  hadleamd  obedient  now  to  make,  _ 
Deeming  it  were  a braue  and  noble  deed. 

About  the  worldhis  voyage  home  totake. 
Forthwith  beginneth  Eaftward  to  proceede. 

And  though  the  thing  were  much  to  vndertake, 
Yet  hope  ofpraife  makes  men  no  trauell  (hiinnc, 
Tofay  another  day, this  wchaiie  donne. 

5P 

And  leaning  firfl  the  Indian  xMcxTana, 

He  guides  his  iourncy  to  the  great  Catay, 

From  thence  he  pafl'ech  vnto  Mangiana, 

And  came  within  the  fight  of  huge  Quinfayj 
On  the  right  hand  he  Icaueth  Scricaiva, 

And  turning  from  the  Scythians  away,  - 
Where  Afia  from  Europa  firfl  doth  draw, 
Pomcrie,  Ruffi  a,  and  P rutin  he  faw.  * ‘ 

His  horfe  that  hath  the  vfe  of  wings  and  fccte,  ' - 

Holpc  him  with  greater  haft  home  to  retire. 

And  thoc  with  (peed  to  tiirnehe  thouglic  itmecf, 
Becaufe  his  Br adamant  did  fo  defir c. 

Yet  hauing  now  of  trauell  felt  the  fweer, 

(Sweet  vnto  thofe  to  knowledge  that  afpirc) 
When  Germanic  and  Hungric  he  had  pad. 

He  meanes  to  vifit  * England  at  the  lafl. 
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Where  ina  medow  on  a morning  fair^, 

Fall  bv  the  Terns  at  Londenhe  did  light. 
Delighted  with  the  water  and  the  aire. 

And  that  faire  citi  e Handing  in  his  fight, 

W'hen  ftraight  he  faw  that  fouldicrs  did  repaire. 
To  mufter  there : and  asking  of  a knight. 

That  in  the  medow  he  had  met  by  chaunce. 

He  vnderftood  tiiat  they  were  bound  for  Frauncc. 

6a 

Thefe  be  the  fuccours(thus  the  knight  him  told) 
Benaldo  fude  for  at  his  comming  hither, 

Withltilh  men  and  Scots  of  coil  rage  bold. 

To  ioyne  in  harts  and  hands  andpurfe  togejehen 
The  mufters  tane,  and  each  mans  name  enrold. 
Their  only  flay  is  but  for  wvnd  and  wdther. 

But  as  they  paife  I meane  toyou  to  (hew  them. 
Their  names  and  ai  ms  that  you  may  better  know 
^3  (them. 

See  you  the  ftanderd  that  fb  great  doth  fhow. 

That  loynes  the  Leopard  and  the  flour  de  luce? 
That  is  the  chiefc,  the  reft  do  come  below, 
Andreu’rence  this  according  toour  vfe, 

Duke  LeontU  Lord  gcnerall  doth  it  ow, 

A famous  man  in  time  of  warre  and  truce. 

And  nephew  dearc  vnto  the  king  my  mafter, 
Whogaue  to  him  the  Dukedom.e  ofLancafter. 
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This  banner  that  ftands  next  vnto  tlie  kings. 

With  glittring  lhow,that  fhakcs  the  reft  among. 
Bearing  in  azure  field  three  argent  wings, 

To  lilthard  Earle  of  Warwickc  doth  belong. 

This  man  the  Duke  of  Glofters  banner  brmgs, 
^flaonshcad,  except  my  guefle  be  wrong. 

The  fierbrand  the  Duke  o Clarenceis, 

The  tree  the  Duke  of  Yorke  doth  claime  for  his. 

Tlie  launce  into  three  iundrie  pecces  rent, 

Belongs  vnto  theworthie  Duke  of  Norfolke, 

The  lightning  longs  vnto  the  Earle  of  Kent, 

The  Griphin  longs  vnto  the  Earle  of  Pembroke, 
The  ballance  eu’nby  whichinftdoome  is  ment, 

’ Belongs  vnto  the  noble  Duke  of  Suftolke. 

The  dragon  to  the  valiant  Earle  ofCumbcrland, 
The  garland  is  the  brauc  Earls  of  Northuberland. 
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Tlic  Earleof  Arundell  aftiip  halfcdrownd. 

The  Marqiiefle  B.irkly  giucs  an  argent  hill, 

The  gallant  Earle  of  Enex  bath  the  hound. 

Darby  the  bay  tree  that  doth  flouriflr  ItilJ, 
Dorfetthe  wheelc  ihctcucr runneth  round. 

The  Earle  of  M arch  h is  banner  all  doth  fill, 
Wichcxdar  trees:  the  Duke  of  Somerfet, 

A broken  chaire  doth  in  his  enfigne  fee. 

The  faulconhoucringvponhcr  neft. 

The  Earle  of  Deu’nih.rc  doth  in  banner  bcare. 
Bringing  a fturdiecrewoutof  the  Weft. 

The  Earle  of  Oxenford  doth  giiic  the  bcare; 

The  banner  all  with  blacko  and  yellow  dreft. 
Belongs  vnto  the  Earle  of  Winchefter. 

He  that  the  cnfta  1 crofi'c  in  b tnner  hath. 

Is  lent  from  the  rich  Biihcp  of  .he  Bath. 

<r8 

Th’archcrs  onhorfe  with  other  armed  men, 

A re  two  and  fortie^thoufand  more  or  Icffe, 

The  other  footmens  nonibcr  doubl  :s  them. 

Or  wants  theiofbut  litleas  Igueflc, 

The  flaggs  declare  their C.iptains  noble  ftem, 

A crofle,  a wreath  an  azure  bar,  a felle, 

Ctjjray  and  Ermant,  Edwa-.d  bold  and  Harrity 
Vnder  their  guide  the  footmen  all  do  carrie. 

^9 

The  Duke  of  Buckingam  that  firft  appears. 

The  next  to  him  the  Earle  ofSalsburie, 

Burganic  next,  a man  well  ftricke  in  years, 
Edward  is  next  the  Earle  of  Shrewf  burie. 

Now  turne  about  andloc  the  Scottifli  pears, 
Braue  men  and  well  appointed  you  (hall  fee. 
Where  Zerbin  fonne  vnto  the  Scottifti  king, 

Vnto  the  field  doth  thirtie  thoufimd  bring. 
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All  chofen  men  from  many  a fhiere  and  towne, 
Allreadieto  refift,  afraile,inuadc, 

Their  ftanderd  is,  the  beaft  of  moft  renowne. 
That  in  his  paw  doth  hold  a glutting  blade. 

This  is  the  heire  apparant  to  the  crowne. 

This  is  the  goodly  impe  whom  nature  made,' 
Tolhewher  chiefeftworkmanfhipand  skil^ 

And  after  brake  the  mould  againft  her  will. 
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The  Earleof  Otton  commeth after hhn. 

That  in  his  banner  bears  the  golden  bar. 

The  fpotted  Leopard  that  looks  fo  grim. 

That  IS  tire  enfigne  of  the  Duke  of  Mar, 

Not  far  from  him  there  commeth  Meubritty 
A man  of  mightie  ftrength,  and  fierce  in  war. 

No  Duke,  nor  Earle,  nor  MarquelTe  as  men  fay, 

Bu  t of  the  lauages  he  bears  the  fway. 

/ ** 

The  Duke  of  Traffbrd  bears  in  enfigne  bright. 

The  bird  whofc  young  ones  ftarc  in  J^lttbits  face; 
Lttreamo  Lord  of  Angus,  valiant  knight, 

Giueth  a bull  whom  two  dogs  hold  in  chafe. 

The  Duke  of  Albanic  giucs  blue  and  white, 

(Eucr  lince  he  obiaind  Gmeuras  grace) 

Earle  Bohune  in  his  ftatcly  banner  bears, 

A vulture  that  with  claws  a diagcn  tears. 
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Their  horfemen  arc  with  lacks  for  moft  part  clad. 

Then  hones  arc  bo;h  fwift  of  courfc  and  ftrong. 

They  run  < n ho  febacke  with  a flender  gad. 

Like  to  a Ipeare,  but  I'lat  it  is  more  -ong; 

Their  pec  pie  are  of  war  then  peace  more  glad, 

Aptcr  to  ofter  then  to  lutFcr  wrong; 

Thefe  arc  the  fuccours  out  of  Scotland  fent. 

That  with  the  noble  Prince  Zerbino  went, 
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Then  come  the Irifti  mcnofvaliantharts, 

Afriue  in  limbs,  m perfonages  tall. 

Naked  they  vfe  to  goin  manieparts. 

But  with  a mantel!  yet  they  couer  al'; 

Short  fwords  they  vfe  to  carrie  and  long  darts, 
Tofighthothneare  andfarre  aloofc  with-vll. 

And  of  thefe  bands  the  Lords  and  leaders  arc. 

The  noble  Earls  of  Ormond  and  KJdarc. 

7f 

A fixtecne  thoufimd  men  or  there  about. 

Out  of  the  Irifti  ile  at  tins  time  went, 

Bclide  the  other  Hands  there  about, 

Sweuclandand  lftand,otherruccoursfenr; 

To  good  king  Ciiarlt) ; for  why  they  ftood  in  doubt. 

If  he  were  cenquerd  they  ihould  all  repent. 

And  ftill  their  numbers  daily  did  increafe. 

Of  thofe  tliat  better  like  of  war  then  peace. 

Now  while  learns  ihe  armes  and  name, 
OfeucrieBritifli  Lord,bthclda  lout. 

Of  citizens  and  folke  of  all  forts  came. 

Some  with  delight,  and  Pome  with  dread  & doubt. 

To  fee  a beaft  fo  ftraunge,  fo  ftrong,  fo  tame. 

And  wondring  much,  they  compaft  him  about. 

They  thought  it  was  a ftrange  & monftrous  thing. 

To  I'cc  a horfe  that  had  a Griffons  wing. 
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wherefore  to  make  the  people  maruell  more. 

And  as  it  were  to  /port  him  felfe  and  play, 

He  Ipurd  his  beaft, who  ftraight  aloft  did  fore. 

And  bare  his  mafter  Weftward  quite  away. 

And  ftraight  he  was  beyond  our  Englifh  fhore. 
Meaning  topaffc  the  Irifti  feas  that  day,  t 

Saint  George  his  channell  in  a litlc  while. 

He  paft  and  after  faw  the  Irifti  lie. 

Where 
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Where  men  do  tell  ftraunge  tales  that  long  ago. 
Saint  Vatricke  built  afolitarie  caue, 

Into  the  which  they  that  deuoutly  go, 

By  purging  of  theiv  finnes  theii  foulcs  may  faucj 
: Now  whether  this  report  be  true  or  no, 

I not  affirme  andyet  I not  depraue. 

Crofling  from  hence  to  Ifland  ward  he  found, 
^mehc*  vnto  the  rockc  faff  bound. 

O 
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Naked  and  bound  at  this  fame  Lie  ofwo, 
Forileofwoitmay  be  iuftly  called. 

Where  pecrlcfle  pceces  are  abufed  Co-, 

By  monffer  vile  to  be  deuourd  and  thralled: 
Where  pyrars  ftill  by  land  and  fea  do  go, 

Afialting  forts  that  are  but  weakly  walled: 

And  whom  they  take  by  flattrie  or  by  force. 

They  giue  a monfter  quite  witliout  remorfe. 
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I did  declare  not  many  books  before. 

If  you  the  fame  in  memorie  do  keepe, 

I How  certaine  pyrats  tookc  her  at  a ihore, 

f WTiere  the  chaft  hermit  lay  by  her  a fleepc. 

And  how  at laftforwantof other  ftorc. 

Although  their  harts  did  melt  and  eyes  did  weepe, 
Mou’d  with  ahelplefle  anda  vaine  corapaifion. 
Perforce  they  bound  her  on  this  wofull  fafhion. 
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And  thus  tlic  caitiues  left  her  all  forlorne. 

With  nothing  but  the  rocks  and  feas  in  fight. 

As  naked  as  of  nature  (he  was  borne, 

Voyd  of  all  fuccour,and  all  comfort  quite. 

No  vaile  of  lawne  as  then  by  her  was  worne, 

To  (hade  the  damaske  role  and  lillies  white, 
Whofe  collours  were  fo  mixt  in  eu’ric  member. 
Fragrant  alike  in  luly  and  December. 
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F^o^tro  at  the  firft  had  fin  ely  thought. 

She  was  fome  image  made  of  allablaftcr. 

Or  of  white  marble,  curioufiy  wrought, 
Tofhewthe  skilfull  hand  of  fome  great  mafter. 
But  viewing  nearer  he  was  quickly  taught. 

She  had  fome  parts  that  were  not  made  of  plafter: 
Both  that  her  eyes  did  fhedfiich  wofull  tears. 

And  that  the  wind  did  waue  her  golden  hears. 

To  fee  her  bound,to  heare  her  mourne  and  plaine. 
Not  only  made  that  he  his  iourney  ftayd. 

But  caiifd  that  he  from  tears  could  fcant  abftainc 
Pitic  and  loue  his  hart  fo  fore  afl'ayd-, 

OnU  Met  0/J-  At  laft  with  words  to  mitigate  her  painc, 
bdigna  catiyitt ' Thus  much  to  hcr  in  loumg  fort  he  fay d, 
turn  quibm  mur  Q Ladie  worthie  only  of  thofe  bands, 

wherwith  loue  binds  the  harts  and  not  the  hands. 

turanmmei, 

And  far  vnfit  for  thefe  or  anie  fiich, 

■ W hat  wight  was  found  fo  cruell  and  vnkymd, 

(Quite  to  expell  human!  tie  fo  much, 

» Thcfc  poliflit  iuorie  hands  in  chains  to  bynd  ? 

About  that  corps,whom  none  can  worthely  tuch, 
With  hurtful!  hands,vnworthie  bands  towynd? 
This  faid  file  blufhr,  feeing  thofe  parts  were  fpide. 
The  which(thoughfaire)yet  nature  ftriues  to  hide 


Fainc  would  flic  with  hcr  hand  hauc  hid  her  eyes. 

But  that  hcr  hands  were  bound  vnto  theftonc. 

Which  made  hcr  oft  to  breake  to  wofull  cries, 

( Sole  remedic  where  remedie  is  none)  Sntmt, 

At  laft  with  fobbing  voice  Ihe  doth  dcuife. 

To  tell  the  knight  the  caufc  of  all  her  monc. 

But  from  the  fea  a fuddennoife  was  hard. 

That  this  her  Ipeech  and  all  the  matter  mard. 
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Behold  there  now  appeard  the  monfter  great, 
Halfevndcrncatn,andha!fc  aboue  the  waue. 

As  when  a fliip  with  wind  and  weather  beat. 

Doth  haften  to  the  hau’n  it  fclfe  to  faue. 

So  doth  the  monfter  haft  in  hope  toeate. 

The  daintie  morfcll  he  was  wont  to  hauc. 

Which  fight  fo  fore  the  damfell  did  appall, 

F^gero  could  not  comfort  her  at  all. 
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Yet  with  his  Ipeare  in  hand, though  not  In  reft, 

The  vgly  Orke  vpon  the  brow  he  ftrakcj 
( I call  him  Orke,  becaufe  I know  no  beaft. 

Nor  fifti  from  whence  comparilbn  to  take) 

His  head  and  teeth  were  like  a bore,thc  reft, 

A malTe,  of  which  1 know  not  what  to  make. 

He  gauc  him  on  the  browa  mightie  knockej 
But  pierft  no  more  then  if  it  were  arockc. 
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Arid  finding  that  his  blow  Ibfmall  hurt  brings. 

He  turnes  againe  on  frcfti  him  to  aflay. 

The  Otke  that  faw  the  fliadow  of  great  wings, 

Vpon  the  water  vp  and  downe  to  play. 

With  furie  great  and  rage  away  he  flings. 

And  on  the  ftiore  doth  leaue  the  certaine  pray. 

The  fliadow  vaine  he  vp  and  downe  doth  chafe. 

The  while  F^gero  layth  him  on  apace. 

89. 

Euen  as  an  Eagle  that  efpics  from  hie,  StmiU, 

Among  the  herbs  a partie  coullerd  fnalce. 

Or  on  a banke,  funning  hcr  felfe  to  lie, 

Cafting  the  elder  skinne,  a new  to  make. 

Lyes  houering  warily  till  flie  may  fpie, 

A vantage  fine  the  venomd  worme  to  take,  ^ 

Then  takes  him  by  the  backe,and  beats  hcr  wings  - 

Manger  the  poilbn  of  his  forked  flings. 
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So  doth  Fpgrro  both  with  fword  and  Ipeare, 

The  cruell  monfter  warily  affaile. 

Not  where  he  fenced  is  with  grifly  hcare> 

So  hard  as  that  no  weapon  could  preuaile. 

But  fbmetime  pricks  him  neare  vnrohis  eare. 

Sometime  his  fides,  fometimes  his  vgly  taile; 

But  nature  had  with  fiich  ftrong  fences  armd  him. 

As  all  his  blows  but  fmall  or  nothing  harmd  him. 

91 

So  haue  I feene  er  this  a fillie  flye. 

With  maftiue  dog  in  fbmmcrs  heat  to  play,  Similf. 

Sometime  to  fling  him  in  his  nofe  or  eye. 

Sometime  about  his  grifly  iawes  ro  ftay. 

And  buzzing  round  about  his  cares  to  flye. 

He  fiiaps  in  vaine,  for  ftill  flie  whips  away. 

And  ofr  fo  long  flie  dallies  in  this  forr, 

Till  one  fiiap  comes,  and  marreth  all  her  Iporc. 


THE  TENTH  BOOKE 


Moral. 


Hiftoric. 


Allegoric. 

AlluHon. 


So 


But  now  I{2gero  doth  this  Height  dcuifc, 

Sith  that  by  force  he  cannot  make  him  yecld. 

He  means  to  dafell  both  the  monfters  eyes, 

By  hidden  force  of  his  enchaiintediliceldj 
And  being  thus  refolu’d  to  land  he  flies. 

And  from  allharme  the  Ladie  faire  to  iheeld, 

He  puts  the  precious  ring  vpon  her  hand, 

Whofe  vertue  was  cnchauntraents  to  withftand. 
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That  ring  that  worthie  Bradamottt  him  fent, 

When  ihe  from  falfe  BrnwHo  had  it  tane. 

With  which  Melyjpt  into  India  went. 

And  wrought  his  freedome,  and  bane. 

That  ring  he  lends  the  damfell  with  intent. 

To  fane  her  eyes  by  vertue  of  the  fame: 

Then  takes  he  foorth  the  fhedd  whofe  light  fo  da- 
The  lookers  on  they  fall  downe  all  amazed-  (zed, 
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The  monfter  now  approching  to  the  fhorc, 

Amazd  at  this,  rdiftance  none  did  make, 
^^^frohews  vpon  him  more  and  more, 

But  his  hard  icales  no  harmc  therby  did  take. 

Oh  fir  (faid  flic)  vnloofen  me  before. 

Out  ofthis  maze  the  monfter  do  awake. 

And  let  your  fivord  flay  me  rftis  prefent  houre, 

So  as  iliis  monfter  may  not  me  deuoure. 


Thefe  wofull  words  mou’d  fo  B^tros  mind. 

That  ftraight  he  did  vnloofe  the  Ladiefairc,  • 
And  caufd  her  by  and  by  to  get  behind, 

Vpon  his  horfe,  then  mounting  in  the  airc. 

He  leaues  his  Spanilh  ioiimey  firft  alTignd, 
And  vnto  lide  Brittain  doth  repairc. 

But  by  the  way  be  fure  he  did  not  mifle. 

To  giue  her  many  a fweet  and  friendly  kifle. 
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And  hauing  found  a folitarie  place, 

A plcafant  grotie  well  waterd  with  a Ipring, 
Wliichneucrhcrd  nerherdman  did  deface, 
Where  T’A;/ow/4  vied  flil!  to  fing, 

Herehe  allights,  minding  to  ftay  afpace. 

And  hither  he  the  Ladie  faire  did  bring. 

But  fure  itfecmd  he  made  his  full  accoimt, 

Er  long  vpon  a better  beaft  to  mount. 
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His  armour  made  him  yet  a while  to  byde, 
Which  forced  ftay,  a more  defire  did  breed. 
But  now  in  him  it  was  moft  tmly  tryde, 
Oftimes  the  greater  haft, the  worfc  the  ipeed. 
He  knits  With  haft  two  knots,whilc  one  vntyde. 
But  foft  tis  beft  nofurdcr  toproccede, 

Now  I cut  of  abniptly  here  my  rime. 

And  keepe  my  talc  vnto  another  time. 


1 n By  reno  that  ahan  ioned  hit  kftiJe  Olympia  in  a deftian  I land , and fell  in  lout  with  another , we  Wtfy  note  an  exam- 
pleof in^atkude, the  monfinus  fault  of  allfaults  , andtnofl  ediotu  beforeGodand  man : atidhereinleatm  to  tdhotre  and 
ditefi  tbu  yiee  in  him  and  in  all  ethers , that  hauing receaued preferment  and aduaiincementj  either  ly  men  or  women  , wlsen 
they  hauedoneflake  them  oflikf  Itorfes  that  he  lame,  or  garmaststhat  be  old,  preferring  one  to  the  mill  the  otlser  to  the  dung- 
hill ; or  Of  our  Stuklcy  faid,  mJpas  much  of  his  wife  as  he  could,  and  if any  could  mahf  more  of  Iter  tiny  might  take  her, after 
he  had  gotten  mary  thouftndpounds  by  making  much  of  far.  In  the JpitefuU  words  that  one  of  Alcynas  women Jptdtf  ofKo- 
gere,Wf  may  ohferiie  tite  maner  ofwantonwordlingsjthat  if  they  fee  a youngman  Hue  temperatlyysr  go  plainly,  orjpeakede- 
ro.'nly,/lraigh:  they  fay  Ite  ii  a bafe  fellow  and  one  that  kpowes  mt  what  belongs  to  aGentlcman , which  fooli/h  mamer  of 
fhrafe  by  Rogcros  examtle  Wemaji  leame  to  contemne  , and Iqiow  that  fuch  men  are  indeede  bafe  at  thirtkf  temperance  and 
fobrietie  and  deuetim  bafeeptalitiesjinally  in  Rogeros  traiseU.  about  tlte  world,we  mt^  fee  Itow  commendableit  is  for  ayoug 
Gentleman  to  trauell  abrede  into  forraine  nations : but  yet  we  may  note  witlrall  an  inconueniencs,  that  comes  mOrty  times  with 
it,  to fee  fme  Angelicas  nakfd  that  will  tempt  men  of very  fanchgouernment  and  faydyears,  to  that  which  they P:aRaf ter 
repent , at  Rogero  did  thit  his  wantonnejfe,  at  appears  more  plainly  in  the  next  bookp, where  you fjoll find  he  loft  both  hu  Imfe 
and  the  rirg  by  the  rngratefulnejj'e  0/ Angelica. 

For  the  matter  hiflorical  of  this  tenth  book(  there  tt  litle  to  he fhd,and  nothing  to  be  affirmed:  for  tlse fuccors fent  to  France 
ftom  En^arsd, Scotland, Ir  eland, ittd  mame  places  tlsere  aboutsftsough  I cannot  affirme  precifely  ofthetime,yetfure  it  it  that 
manie  hauebene  fent  hetKe  againji  the  T ttrl^  to  France  and  elfewhere.  And  whereat  he Jfieakfs  ofS  .Patric  ke  Iri/h  faint, 
I would  Ihiue  them  that  would  know  theftorie  of  him  to  lookp  in  Surius  de  vitis  fandord/rwd  there  tlsey  may  fee  it  at  large: 
for  mine  ownpart  at  tty  being  in  Ireland  vshere  I taried  a few  monetbs , I wot  injuifitiue  of their  opinion  of this  Saint  ^nd  / 
could  learnt  nothing , other  then  a reuerent  conceipt  tlsat  tJsey  l>ad  of  him  at  becomes  all  Cltriftians  to  haae  ofdeuout  men  , and 
chiefly  of  thofe  by  wl»m  they  are firft  enftruFltd  in  the  Cbriftian faith  : but  for  hit  purgatorie  I found  neither  ary  that  ajftr- 
med It  or  beleeued  it, 

Logcftillas  caflellftte  ornaments  therof, the  hrbsofthegarden,all  theft  figure  the  true  tragn:fcenfe,glorie,(cr>fcrf,cnd 
ytihtie  ofrertue.  Thefoure  Ladies  fent  to  refiwe  Rogero,  rtr?  thefoure  Cardinal!  yertues.which  being  well  rnited  trgetl  er, 
are  able  to  ouerthrow  whole  nasties  ofyiciout  pleafures ; andfo  what  Jo  tuer  elfe  it  Jpokpn  of  Lcgeftilla  inAlegorie  ts  taken 
far  vertue. 

/n  Angelica  ^deio  the  roc(e  anddeliueredhyKogero  ,htedludes  manifefily  to  the  tale  in  Ou  id  of Andvonssde  and 
Perfeus  who  with  his ftddd  turned  the  behcHers  into ft  ones. 


Septaaee. 


THE  ARGV^'ENT. 

Angelic  it  doth  hide  herfelfe  atvay. 

By  vertue  of  the  ring  Rogero  lent  her: 

‘R^gero  fees  a gtant  beare  away. 

His  spoafehalje  dead,and greatly  doth  lament  her. 
Orlando  at  the  lie  ofvvoedoth  jtay, 

IV here  many  women  meete  but  hard  aduenten 
Here  he  themonsler  kfldfilymoia freed, 

T 0 marrte  whom  Oberto  foone  agreed. 


He  gallant  courfer  in  his 
full  cart  ire, 

Is  made  by  man , to  ftop 
with  flendcr  raginc: 
Biit  man  himfelfe  his  luft 
and  fond  defire, 

Is  feldome  drawn  by  rea- 
fo  to  refrainc: 

Tis  hard  to  flop,  but  har- 
der to  retire, 

When  youthful!  courfe  enfiicrh  pleafure  vaine. 
As  bears  do  breake  the  hiuesand  weake  defences, 
Similt.  When  fmell  of  honic  commeth  to  dicir  fences. 

z 

No  maniell  if  ro  could  not  hold. 

But  that  he  would  now  take  a litlc  Iporr, 

That  naked  did  Angelica  behold. 

Sole  in  a groue,  and  far  from  aU  relbrt: 

Hisloue  lo Bradamant  now  waxeth  cold. 

Or  at  the  leaft  is  temperd  in  fuch  Ibrt, 

He  meanes  therwith  at  this  time  todilpence. 
And  not  to  let  tliis  go  a maiden  hence. 

, . 3 

Whofe  beau  tie  was  fo  rare  as  well  it  might, 
AnotabUSteik.’  Haue  made an  Epicure, 

Alaruell  not  then  if  this  fame  gentle  knight. 
Could  not  fo  great  temptation  well  endure. 

But  while  he  hallend  to  Iris  hopt  delight. 

Of  which  he  thought  him  in  poflelfion  furc. 
There  fell  a ftraunge  and  vnexpefted  thing. 

By  means  Angelica  did  know  the  ring. 
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This  was  the  ring  chat  (he  with  her  had  brought. 


To  Fr.ancejthe  verie  firft  time  fhe  was  there. 
What  time  by  ayd  tlieroffo  well  ihe  wrought. 

She  hdpher  brother  to  th’inchaunted  fpearc. 

By  vertue  of  this  ring  Ihe  fet  at  nought, 

Thofe  magicke  arts,  that  men  fo  greatly  feare. 
With  this  Orlando  Countie  PaUathne, 

She  did  releafc  from  wicked  Dragontine. 

By  helpe  of  this  inuifible  die  went, 

Out  of  the  towre  where  Atlant  had  her  fet; 

For  this  fame  ring  Bmnelio  falfe  was  fent 
Bv  Adamant,  who  longd  the  lame  to  get. 

To  tell  that  hone  is  not  my  intent, 

Forfearc  it  might  my  other  matter  let,  . 

-But  certainc  tis,aftcr  this  ring  was  loft. 

In  fortunes  wanes  (he  had  bene  euer  toft. 
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Now  when  (he  faw  this  ring  was  on  her  hand. 

She  was  fo  ftrooke  with  maruell  and  with  ioy, 
Tliac  fcarcc  (he  could  difcerne  and  vnderftand. 
Whether  Ihe  were  awake  or  dreamd  Ibme  toy, 
Wherfore  to  trie  plaine how  the  cafe  doth  (land. 
And  know  if  fne  this  treafure  doth  cnioy. 

Into  her  mouth  the  ring  (he  doth  conuay. 

And  ftraight  inuifible  flie  goeth  away. 


Alltfiiiifitlyno 
efirj  BoiarJti 
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rate. 
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^gero  that  each  minute  thought  an  howre, 

(His  armour  of,  and  readie  for  the  play) 

Thinking  to  find  the  damfell  in  a bowre, 

Where  he  had  pointed  her  for  him  to  ftay. 

Found  all  to  Iate,that  by  the  rings  ftrange  powre. 
She  had  vnfecne  conuayd  her  fefe  away. 

He  lent  it  her  to  fane  her  eyes  from  blindneflc. 
And  for  reward  (he  quy  ts  him  with  vnkindnefle. 

With 


OF  ORLANDO  FVRIOSO. 
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Wich  which  her  aft  difpleafd  and  i!!  apayd, 
Curfinghim  fe'fcjand  chafing  in  his  inmd, 

0 ciiicll  and  vnthankhill  wench  (he  fayd) 

Is  this  the  louc  tliac  I deferu’d  to  find  ? 

' Doft  thou  reward  him  thus  that  brought  thee  ayd? 
To  thy  preferuer  art  thou  fo  vnkind  ? 

Take  ring,  and  fliieldjand  flying  horfc  and  me. 
Only  denic  me  not  thy  face  to  fee. 
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This  fayd,  he  go’th  about  where  Ihe  had  beenc, 
Gropingas  though  the  weather  had  bene  darke. 
Embracing  oft  the  ayre  his  armes  beeweene, 

In  fteed  of  her,  then  heedfull  he  doth  harke. 

To  find  her  by  the  found  that  was  not  feene. 

And  whece  the  fame  doth  tome  he  wcl  doth  mark. 
But  on  went  ihe  vncill  it  was  herlote. 

To  come  into  a fiUie  ihepherds  cote. 
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And  though  the  fame  were  far  from  any  townc. 

Yet  there  (he  quickly  didher  felfeprouide. 

Of  meatc  and  drinke,  and  of  a Ample  gownc. 
Sufficient  for  the  time  her  bare  to  hide. 

Not  futing  for  a Ladie  of  renowne, 

1 hat  had  bene  euer  clad  in  pompe  and  pride, 

Had  gownes  of  crimfon,  purple  and  carnafion, 
of  eu’rie  coullor  and  of  cu’tie  falhion. 
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Butyetnokyndofwcedfobafc  or  ill  is. 

Her  of  her  princely  beautie  tobereauc. 

They  that  fo  much  cxtoll  faire 
Or  Galate , do  but  them  felues  deceau e, 

Ceafe  Tytertu  to  piaife  thy  golden  ThilUs^ 

Peace  Melde,  this  pafl'cs  by  your  leaue; 

Ye  Ibuldiers  all  thatferue  in  C«f»djgarilbn, 

May  not  prefurae  with  this  to  make  comparifon. 

It 

Now  here  the  damfell  faire  a palfrey  hired, 

W ith  otlier  things  moft  needfull  for  her  way. 
Meaning  to  her  ownc  home  to  haue  retired. 

From  whence  (lie  had  bene  abfent  manie  a day. 
let(f  lijlaft, ' The  while  ^gero  now  wi th  trau ell  tired. 

Lamenting  he  had  loft  (o  faire  a pray. 

Sought  for  hishorfe,who  had  not  long  bene  idle. 
But  in  his  maifters  abfence  brake  his  bridle. 

which  when  he  found;  the  raines  in  peeces  tome. 
The  horfe  forde  far  away  with  mighiie  wing. 

How  couldfuch  haps  with  patienmes  be  borne, 
Out  of  one  lolTe  to  finde  a greater  Ipring? 

He  fitteth  in  a diimpe,  Lke  one  forlorne. 

For  Ioffe  of  her,  his  hoi'fe,and  of  his  ring, 

Whofe  vertue  great  did  make  him  much  repent  it 
But  yet  much  more,  her  vertue  thathadfent  it. 
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And  in  this  rage  he  puts  his  armor  on. 

And  on  his  (hoiildcr  carrieth  his  (hield, 

Purfuing  the  firft  path  he  lights  vpon. 

He  found  it  brought  him  to  a goodly  field. 

On  fide  wherofwhen  he  a while  had  gone. 

It  feemd  the  wood  adioynd,fome  found  did  yeeld. 
And  ftill  the  neare  and  nearer  that  he  goes. 

The  plainer  found  he  heard  of  ftiirdie  Woes« 


A combat  twixt  a giant  and  a knight. 

He  fees  hard  by  moft  fiirioufly  bcgiinnc. 

The  giant  with  a dub  doth  thinkc  by  might. 

The  battel!  of  the  tother  to  liauc  wonne. 

The  tother  with  his  fwordand  nimble  fight. 

His  furious  blows  with  watchfull  eye  doth  fuunne, 
liggero  fcing  this  great  mcqualitic, 

Y ct  ftandedi  ftill  and  (hp-vs  no  partialitic. 

But  in  his  mynd  he  wi  flit  the  knight  to  win, 

Whenlo  the  giant  with  new  funefed. 

To  lay  on  lode  with  both  hands  doth  begin. 

And  with  cnc  blow  he  laves  him  downc  for  dcd. 

And  ftraigbt  in  cruell  fort  he  fteppeth  in. 

For  to  difarme  him,and  cut  ofhis  bed: 

But  when  the  giant  had  his  facedifarmed, 

I{ogero  knew  the  pai  tie  he  had  harmed. 

X7 

He  faw  it  was  his  BraJamant  moft  dearc. 

Whom  this  fame  giant  would  haue  made  to  die; 

Wherfore  with  courage  ftout  he  fteppeth  ncarc. 

The  giant  to  new  combat  to  dcfic; 

Who  cither  hears  him  not,or  would  not  heare. 

Or  meaneth  not  a conflift  new  to  trie. 

But  tooke  her  vp.and  on  his  flioulders  layd  her, 

And  (bin haft  away  from  thence  conuayd  her. 
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So  haue  I feene  a wolfe,  to  beare  away 

Alambe  from  flicpherds  fold,  fo  haue  I feene 
An  Egle  on  a filly  done  to  pray. 

Soaring  aloft  the  skie  and  earth  betwcenc; 

liieshim  after  as  he  may, 

Vncill  he  came  vnto  a goodly  greene. 

But  th’other  eu’rie  ftep  fo  much  out  ftept  him. 

That  in  his  view  B^ero  fcantly  kept  him< 

But  now  a while  of  him  I (peake  no  more; 

And  to  Orlando  I rctume  againe. 

Who  hauing  loft  the  fight  of  Holland  fliore, 

Haftend  vnto  Ebuda  wich  much  painc. 

I did  declare  not  manie  books  before. 

How  heCimofeos  cn^in  ftraunge  did  gainc. 

And  to  the  bottome  of  the  fea  did  throw  it, 

That  none  might  find  it  out  againc  or  know  it. 

zo 

And  chough  his  meaning  and  intent  was  fo, 

Yetvaine  it  was,  as  after  was  perceaued. 

For  why  chat  ferpenc  vile  our  auncienc  fo. 

That  Eua  firft  in  paradice  deceaued, 

Licle  aboue  two  hundred  years  ago, 

(As  wefrom  our  forefathers  haue  reccaued) 

Out  of  the  fea  by  nccromancic  brought  it. 

And  then  in  Almanic  afrelh  they  wrought  it. 

They wroughtit both inIron  and  inbralTc, 

The  cunning  and  the  art  increafing  ftill, 

As  oft  by  preofe  we  find  it  comes  to  pafife. 

The  wOrfe  the  worke,the  greater  grows  the  skill,  Senttfien 
And  to  eachkynd  a name  aflignd  tliere  was, 

According  to  the  firft  inuentors  will; 

To  tel!  the  names  of  all  were  but  a trouble. 

Some  demicannons,fome  are  called  double, 
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THE  ELEVENTH  BOOKE 
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The  Culucrings  toflioot  abulletfarre. 

The  Falcon,  Saker,  Minion  and  the  Sling, 

Not  armed  men,  but  walled  towns  to  mane. 
Such  deu’llifli  force  is  in  this  hellirti  thing. 

Ye  fouldiers  braue,  and  valiant  men  ofwarre, 
Ceafe  to  the  field  your  manly  darts  to  bring. 

And  get  a hargubufii  vpon  your  (houlder. 

Or  elfe  in  vaine  you  fue  to  be  a fbuldier. 
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How  didfl  thou  find  (oh  filchie  foulc  inuention) 

A harbor  fafe  in  any  humane  hart  ? 

Thou  makft  a coward  get  the  fouldiers  penfion, 
And  fouldiers  braue  thou  robft  ofdue  defart, 
Millions  are  flaine  ofvvhom  1 make  no  mention. 
Since  fird  dcuifed  was  this  wicked  airt, 

Italic,  France  and  England  chiefe  may  rew  it. 
Since  fiift  they  vfd  this  art,and  fiift  they  knew  it. 
^4 

Our  Englifii bowmen  may  gobume  theirboes, 

And  breake  their  fliafts,andcut  in  two  the  firing, 
Thar  weapon  now  may  kcepc  the  cerne  fro  crocs, 
That  did  the  French  at  Agincouitfo  fling, 

But  to  that  wight  I wifli  a world  ofwoes. 

That  did  to  light  dcuife  fb  deu'llilh  bring, 

Let  him  be  giu’n  into  the  hands  of  Sathan, 

To  be  tormented  ay  with  Core  and  Dathan, 

Now  good Orlatido  though  he  greatly  flriucd, 
Withfpeedtogethim  to  the  lie  ofwo. 

Yet  firfl  the  Irilh  king  was  there  ariued. 

By  chauncc,or  clfc  that  God  would haue  itlb, 
Bccaufe  it  might  the  better  be  contriued, 

On  wrongfull  w'ights  his  iudgements  iufl  tofliow. 
Butw  hen  Ebuda  once  in  fight  appeared, 

Orlando  ail  the  companic  flraight  cheared. 
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Andputtingofhis  armes  of  cullor  fable, 

He  bids  the  mafler  out  to  launch  his  boate. 

And  in  the  fame  an  anker  flrongand  cable. 

With  which  he  meanes  toward  this  He  to  floar. 

Not  doubting  ( ifluckc  ferue)  he  will  be  able. 

To  put  the  anker  in  the  monflcrs  throat. 

And  thus  alone  the  noble  knight  doth  venter. 

Into  the  He  Ebuda  then  to  enter. 
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Now  was  the  time  when  as  Aurora  faire, 

Began  to  ibew  the  world  her  golden  hed. 

And  lookc  .abrode  to  take  the  coole  frefh  airc, 

I clous  Tyi/wio  lying  fill!  in  bed. 

When  as  Orlando  hither  did  repaire, 

By  tw'oblynd  guides,0(/>;<f  and  Fortunelcd. 

When  lo  vnto  the  fliorc  his  fliipboate  turning, 

He  feemd  to  hear^  a noife  as  one  were  mourning. 
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Ac  which  flraunge  found,  cafling  his  eye  afide, 

He  might  difeerne  a goodly  damfell  naked, 

Widi  armes  abrode,vnto  the  rocke  fafl  tide. 

That  what  with  co!d,and  what  with  terror  fhaked, 
Eftfoons  the  hideous  monfler  he  elpidc, 

Whofe  fight  might  wel  haue  made  flout  harts  haue 
Orlandos  miiKl  therwith  is  not  amated,  (quaked. 
Nor  his  high  courage  any  whit  abated. 


.2? 

He  gets  betweene  the  mcnflcr  and  his  pray, 

T hat  pray  that  he  fo  hotly  doth  puilew, 

And  (for  before  he  was  refolu’d  what  way, 

H e would  attempt  the  monfler  to  fubdew) 

Vpon  his  fhouldcr  doth  the  anker  lay. 

And  w hen  he  came  within  his  vgly  vew. 

Manger  his  might, his  malice  and  his  rancor. 

Into  his  open  iavves  he  bears  the  ankor. 

30  . 

As  they  that  dig  in  migne  of  cole  or  flone,  SlraUt, 

The  fame  in fundric  places  vnderprop, 

Left  It  fliould  fall  w hen  Icafl  they  thinke  theron. 

And  fo  their  breath  or  clfc  their  paflage  flop. 

So  is  this  anker  faflend  in  the  bone, 

Both  in  the  boctomc  ofhis  moiuh  and  top, 

That  though  he  wouM  again  he  could  notclofe  it. 

Nor  wider  open  it  for  to  vnlofe  it. 
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Now  hailing  g.igd  his  hideous  chaps  fofure, 

T hat  out  and  in  he  can  with  fafccie  go, 

He  enters  with  his  fword  the  place  obfciire. 

And  there  beflowcth  many  a thrufl  and  blow. 

And  as  that  citie  can  not  be  fccurc, 

That  hath  within  her  walls  receau’d  her  fo, 

Nofafer  could  this  Orke  be  now  from  daungcr, 

That  in  his  entrails  hath  receau’d  a flraungcr. 

But  griped  now  with  pangs  of  inward  paine. 

Sometimes  he  plungeth  vp  vnto  the  skie. 

Sometime  hedyiieth  to  the  deepe  againc. 

And  makes  the  troubled  fands  to  mount  on  hici 
Orlando  feels  the  fea  come  in  amainc, 

T hat  forced  him  at  lafl  his  fivimming  trie. 

He  fwims  to  fhore  with  bodie  flrong  and  able , 

Bearing  vpon  his  necke  the  ankers  cable. 
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Eu’n  as  a fauage  bull  that  vnawarc. 

About  his  homes  hath  now  a cord  fafl  bound.  Simile. 

Senueth  in  vaine  to  breake  the  hunters  fnare. 

And  skips,  and  leaps,  and  flings, & runneth  roundj 
So  though  Orlando  with  his  flrength  fo  rare, 

Affayd  to  draw  him  nearer  to  the  ground, 

Yeedoth  he  fetch  an  hundred  frisks  and  more, 

Er  he  could  craw  him  Vp  vpon  the  ihorc. 


His  wounded  bowels  fhed  fiich  flore  of  blood. 

They  call  that  fea  the  red  fea  to  this  howre. 
Sometime  he  breathed  fuch  a fudden  flood. 

As  made  the  clearefl  weather  feeme  to  lowre. 
The  hideous  noife  fild  eii’ry  caue  and  wood. 

So  that  god  'Proteus  doubting  his  ownepowre. 
Fled  flraight  fro  thence  him  felfin  corners  hiding 
Not  daring  longer  here  to  make  abiding. 

3? 

And  all  the  gods  that  dwell  in  furgingwaues, 

W ith  this  fame  tumult  grew  in  fuch  a feare. 

They  hid  them  felues  in  rocks  and  hollow  caucs. 
Left  that  OAando  fhould  h.iue  found  them  theare, 
TSleptmemxh  triple  mace  by  flight  him  faues. 

His  charret  drawne  with  dolphins  doth  him  bearc 
Nor  yet  behind  Glaucus  or  T rtton  taried. 

For  feare  in  thefenew  broiles  to  haue  milcaried. 

Thcfc 
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Stiailt, 


Thofc  Handers  that  all  this  while  attended. 

And  faw  the  monfter  drawnc  to  land  and  tane, 
Wou’d  with  fomc  fuperftition,  condemned 
This  godly  woike  for  wicked  and  profenej 
As  though  that  Proff*#*  would  be  new  offended, 
That  had  before, and  now  might  work  their  banc. 
They  doubt  he  would(thus  fooles  their  good  haps 
Sed  to  their  lad  his  flock  of  vgly  mofters.  (colters 
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■Wherfore  great  Vrotem  anger  to  appeafe. 

They  mcane  to  drowne  Orlando  if  they  can, 

Whofe  deed  they  deernd  his  godhead  did  difpleafe 
And  cu’n  as  fire  doth  creepe  from  bran  to  bran, 
Vntill  the  pile  of  wood  it  wholly  fealc. 

So  doth  this  furic  grow  from  man  to  man. 

That  they  concluded  all  vpon  the  mater. 

To  throw  Orlando  bound  into  the  water. 
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One  takes  a fling,  another  takes  a bow, 

This  with  a fword  is  armd,  he  with  a fpeare. 

And  Ibme  afore,  and  fome  behind  him  go. 

Some  nearc  approch,  fome  ftand  aloofe  for  feare; 
He  mufeth  much  what  his  vngi  atefull  foe 
Should  meane,  for  benefits  fuch  mynd  to  bcarc: 
And  inwardly  he  was  difpleafd  andlbrie, 

. To  find  fuch  wrong  whet  e he  deferued  gloric. 
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As  little  curres  thatbarke  at  greateft  beare, 

Y et  can  not  caufe  him  once  his  way  to  (hunne. 
No  more  dothhedielc  curlike  creatures  feare, 

, That  like  a fort  of  mad  men  on  him  runne; 

And(forthey  faw  he  did  no  armour  wearc) 

They  thought  the  feat  would  haue  bin  eaflydone. 
They  knew  not  that  his  skm  from  head  to  foot, 

W as  fuch  to  ftrike  on  it,  it  was  no  boot. 
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But  when  thathehisDurindana  drew. 

He  layd  therwith  abouthim  in  fuch  Ibrt, 

That  ftraight  their  faintnes  & his  force  they  knew 
They  found  to  fight  with  him  it  was  no  fport, 
Thrife  ten  of  them  arblowes  but  ten  he  flew. 
Their  fellowcs  fled,  that  faw  thenrcutlb  fliort, 
Which  foes  thusfoild,Or^rtn^  now  intended, 
TVnloofe  the  Ladle  whom  he  had  defended. 
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But  now  tills  whdeibehold  the  Trifh  band, 

Ariued  neare  vnto’their  chiefeft  citie, 

W ho  had  no  fooncr  fet  their  foot  on  land. 

But  that  foorthwith  (putting  apart  all  pitie) 

They  flue  all  forts  that  came  vnto  their  hand, 
Thefierce,the  famt,  the  foolifti  and  th  e wictic , 
Were  it  iuft  doome,or  were  it  cruell  rage. 

They  fpar’d  of  neither  lexc  nor  neither  age. 
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Thus  thTlc  of  woe  is  made  a wofull  He, 

And  for  tlie  peoples  fake  they  plague  the  place, 
Orlando  fets  the  Ladie  fret  the  while,  • ‘ 

Thatthere  was  bound  m that  vnfeemely  cafe, 

To  haue  bene  giu’n  vnto  the  monfter  vile; 
Andvewingwcll,hecalld  tomindher  face. 

And  that  it  fliould  0(y»7f*4  be  he  guefled. 

But  twas  Olymfia  that  had  thus  bene  drefled. 
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Wretched  Olympia  thus  vnkindly  ferued. 

Whom  loue  and  fortune  made  a double  fcome; 
For  firftofhim  of  whom  (he  beft  deferued. 

She  was  forfaken  quite  and  left  forlornc. 

And  next  by  pirats  taken  andreferued, 
Otmonfter  vile  to  be  in  peeces  tornc. 

And  in  this  cafe  the  good  Orlando  found  her. 

And  then  with  great  compalfion  he  vnbound  her. 
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And  thus  he  fayd  : tell  me  what  ftraunge  annoy. 

Or  cuill  hap,  hath  hurt  thy  happic  raigne? 

Whom  lace  I left  in  (blace  and  in  loy. 

Why  do  1 find  in  daunger  and  in  paine  ? 
Howisthcbliffc  that  thou  didftthcn  enioy, 
Alterd  and  turnd  to  mifcrie  againe? 

And  (he  in  wofull  maner  thus  replied, 

Whe  (hame  her  cheeks  with  crimze  fi*  ft  had  died. 
4? 

I know  not  if  my  chaunce  or  elfe  my  choifc, 

If  fortime  or  my  folly  be  in  blame. 

Shall  1 lament,  or  (hall  I now  rcioyfe, 

That  hue  in  wo,  and  (hould  haue  dyde  in  (hame? 
And  as  (he  lpake,thc  rears  did  ftop  her  voyce: 

But  when  againe  vnto  her  felfe  (he  came. 

She  told  him  all  the  wofull  ftoric  weeping. 

How  falfe  Bireno  had  betrayd  her  fleeping. 
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And  how  from  that  fame  He  where  he  betrayd  her, 
A crew  of  curfed  pyrats  did  hertake. 

And  to  this  wicked  (land  had  conuayd  her, 

For  that  fame  foulc  and  vgly  monfters  lake. 
Where  now  it  was  Orlandos  hap  to  a)'d  her; 

She  walked  naked  when  thefe  words  (he  fpake. 
Looke  how  Dian  t painted  is  in  tables. 

Among  the  reft  of  Ouids  plcafant  fables, 
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Ofwhofe  (harpe  doome  the  poet  there  doth  tell. 
How  (hewith  homes  ..^cT.ftwdid  inueft, 

Bccaufe  he  faw  her  naked  at  the  well; 

So  ftands  Olympia  faire,  with  face  and  breft, 

And  fides,and  thighs,  to  be  dilcerned  well. 

And  le&gs  and  feet,  but  yet  (he  hides  the  reft. 
And  as  they  two  were  talking  thus  togctlicr, 
Oierro kingoflrilh  lie  came  thether. 
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Who  being  moued  at  the  ftraunge  report. 

That  one  alone  the  monfter  (hould  alTaile, 

And  gag  him  with  an  anker  in  fuch  fort. 

To  make  his  ftrength  and  life  and  all  to  fade. 
Then  draw  him  to  the  (hore  as  (hip  to  port, 

Is  towd  with  ropes  without  or  oares  efr  faile. 

This  made  him  go  to  findeOrlando  out. 

The  while  his  fouldicrs  fpoiled  all  about. 
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Now  when  the  king  this  worthie  knight  did  fee, 
Though  all  with  blood  and  water  foule  diftained. 
Yet  ftraight  he  gueft  it  fliould  Orlando  be, 

For  in  his  youth  in  France  he  had  remained. 

And  knew  the  Lords  and  knights  of  beft  degree. 
In  tharlts\\\s  coil rt  a page ofhonor  trained; 

Their  old  acquaintance  caui'd  at  this  new  meeting 
They  had  a louing  and  a fiendly  greeting, 
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And  then  OrUndo  told  the  Irifh  king, 

How  and  by  whom  Olympia  was  abufed. 

By  one  whom  out  ofdaunger  great  to  bring, 

She  had  nopaine  nor  death  it  felfc  refufed, 

How  he  him  felfe  was  witnefle  of  the  thmg. 
While  they  thus  talke,  Obert»  her  perufed, 

Whofe  forows  paft, renewd  with  prefent  fears, 
Filled  her  louely  eyes  with  watrie  tears. 

Ji 

Onid.  couUor  had  her  face,  as  when  the  funne 

Shineson  awatrie  cloud  in  pleafantipring, 
t£iit,nubibiu  tffi  And  eii’n  as  when  the  lommcr  is  beguune, 
foUt  autpurftt~  The  nightingales  in  boughs  do  fit  and  ling, 
nitauwa.  blind  god,whofe  force  can  no  man  ftunne. 

Sits  in  her  ey  eSjand  thence  his  darts  doth  flingj 
Bathing  his  wings  in  her  clearc  criftaJI  ftreames. 
And  funning  them  in  her  rare  beauties  beames. 
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In  thele  he  heats  his  golden  headed  dart, 

• In  thofe  he  codeth  it,  and  temperd  lb. 

He  leu  els  thence  at  good  hart. 

And  to  the  head  he  drawth  it  in  his  bow. 

Thus  IS  he  wounded  deepe  and  feels  no  fmart, 

His  armour  cannot  fend  fo  fierce  a blow. 

For  while  on  her  faire  eyes  and  limbs  he  gaped. 
The  arrow  came  that  could  not  be  cfcapcd. 


Thi  Jeferiptm  And  fure  Olympi/u  beauties  were  lb  tare, 
tif  OfimpiM  Ai,  might  well  moue  a man  the  fame  to  note, 
itauiit.  her  eycs,lier  checks  moft  amorous  are 

Her  nofe,  her  mouth,  her  Ihoulders  &her  throtcj 
As  for  her  other  parts  that  then  were  barej 
Which  Ihe  was  wont  to  couer  with  her  cote, 
V/cre  m ade  in  fuch  a mould  as  might  haue  moued 
The  chvidHffiolytif,  hertohauc  loued. 
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A man  would  thihke  them  framd  by  Thydias  MtSy 
Their  coiiUor  and  propoition  good  was  fuch. 

And  vnto  them  her  fliaracfaftnclTe  imparts, 

A greater  grace  to  that  before  was  much. 

I ceafe  to  praife  thofe  other  fecret  parts. 

Nothing  fo  fit  to  talke  of  as  to  tuch. 

In  gcncrall  all  was  as  white  as  milke. 

As  fmooth  as  iuorie,  and  as  foft  as  filke. 
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Had  Ihe  in  valley  of  Idea  beene. 

When  Vaflitr  Vans  hap  did  fo  befall. 

To  be  aiudge  three  goddelfes  betweene. 

She  (houldhaue  got  and  they  forgone  the  ball: 
Had  Ihe  but  once  ofhim  bene  nakedfeene. 

For  Helena  he  had  not  car’d  at  all. 

Nor  broke  the  bonds  of  facred  holpitalitie. 

That  bred  his  coimtry  warres  and  great  mortalitic 
5^ 

Had  Ihe  but  then  bene  in  Crotana  townc, 
Zeuces.lteiyiit  When  Zewf«  for  the  goddefle/KWJ  fake,  , 

the  table.  To  p aint  a pi^hlre  of  moft  rare  renowne. 

Did  manic  of  the  faircftdamfcls  make. 

To  ftand  before  him  bare  fromfoorc  tocrowne, 
A patterne  of  their  perfcift  parts  to  take. 

No  doubt  he  would  haue  all  the  reft  refufed. 

And  her  alone  in  fteed  of  ail  haue  chufed. 
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DoubtlclTe  I deemc  Bireno  neuer  vewd  *'  ] 

Her  naked  corps,  for  certaine  if  he  had. 

He  could  not  lo  all  humane  fence  exclude. 

To  leaue  her  thus  alone  in  ftatefobad: 

But  briefly  all  this  matter  to  conclude. 

It  feemd  Oberto  would  haue  bene  full  glad. 

In  this  her  woe,  her  miferie  and  neede, 

To  comfort  her  by  cither  word  or  deede. 

And  ftraight  he  promift  that  he  would  attend  her, 
Andfct  her  in  her  countrey  if  he  may. 

And  manger  all  her  enemies  defend  her. 

And  take  reuenge  on  him  did  her  betray, 

.^nd  that  he  might  both  men  and  mony  lend  her. 
He  would  to  pawnc  his  realme  of  Ireland  lay. 

Nor  till  (he  were  reftor’d  aske  no  repaimenr, 
Andftraighthefoughtabout  to  get  her  rayment. 
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They  need  not  trail  ell  fat  to  find  a gownc, 

For  why  immediatly  they  found  good  ftore. 
Sending  vnto  the  next  adioyning  towne. 

The  w hich  his  men  of  w arre  had  Ipoild  before. 
Where  many  a worthie  Ladic  of  renowne, 
Thachad  bene  naked  lyde  vnto  the  fhore,  * 

And  many  3 tender  virgin  and  vnfoyled. 

Were  of  their  raiment  and  their  lutes  dcipoyled. 
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And  yet  for  all  they  were  fo  richly  gownd, 

Oberto  could  not  cloath  her  as  he  would. 

No  not  in  Florence  (though  it  doth  abownd. 

With  rich  embrodcrics  of  pearle  and  gold) 

Could  anie  peece  of  precious  ftufle  be  fowncl, 
Worthie  to  ferue  to  keepc  her  from  the  cold, 
Whofe  fliape  was  fo  exaft  in  euerie  part. 

Hard  to  be  matchtby  nature  or  by  ait, 
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Orlando  with  this  loue  was  well  content, 
fin  one  that  hither  came  widt  other  end, 

For  fidi  he  mift  Angelica ment. 

His  lourney  backe  to  France  againe  to  bend. 
With  them  bv  fhip  to  Ireland  firft  he  went. 

As  in  his  way,  and  widi  the  king  his  frend. 

Not  hearing,  had  his  loue  bene  here  or  no. 

For  all  were  dead  that  could  haue  told  him  lb. 
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At  both  their  futes  he  fcant  ftay d there  one  day. 

His  palfing  loue  fuch  paffions  in  him  bred. 

But  et  he  went  he  doth  Oberto  pray. 

To  do  for  her  as  much  as  he  had  fed^ 

And  parting  (b  from  thence  he  tooke  his  way, 

Eu’n  as  his  fortune  and  his  fane  ic  led. 

But  good  Obertoncede  not  be  defired, 
Todoasmuch  or  more  thenhe  required. 

For  few  dayes  paft  but  that  with  her  he  went. 

To  Holland  where  he  raifed  fuch  commotion, ' 
That  ftraight  Bireno  taken  was  and  Ihcnt, 
Receauing  on  three  trees  a iuft  promotion; 

And  all  thofe  countries  did  forthwith  confent, 

T o fweare  them  faith  and  be  at  their  dcuotionj 
Thus  of  a Countefle  Ihe  is  made  a Prince, 

Liuing  in  ioy  andfoiace  euer  fince. 

Otiat)d» 
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Orlando  bends  his  courfc  to  Brittifli  (hore, 

Whence  he  not  long  before  to  (hip  did  mount, 
Where  he  had  left  his  famous  Bnlliadore, 

A goodly  courier  and  of  good  account. 

No  doubt  of  valiant  afts  he  did  good  ftorc. 
Though  what  they  were  I can  not  here  recount, 
Forfuch  a mind  he  carride  Bill  vnto  them. 

He  cared  not  to  tell  them, but  to  do  them. 

After  what  fafliionhe  did  pafle  the  reft 
Of  that  vnfortunat  and  fatall  ycare, 

1 lay  by  me  it  can  not  be  expreft, 

Eecaufe  thcrofno  record  doth  appeare. 


But  when  the  Ipring  did  ground  with  green  inueft 
And  funne  in  Gemini  made  weather  clearc. 

Then  did  he  aBs  both  v/orthie  of  reciting. 

And  to  be  kept  in  cuerlafting  writing. 
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From  hills  to  dales, from  woods  topafturcs  wide, 
Frpm  waters  frelh  vnto  the  fait  lea  (bore, 
Tofeeke  his  lone  he  vp  and  downe  doth  ride. 
The  leflc  he  finds  he  feeketh  ftill  the  morej 
At  laft  he  heard  a voice  for  helpe  that  cridc. 

He  dra wes  his  fA'ord  and  fpurs  his  Brilliadorc. 
But  torefrelh  the  reader  now  tis  rcafon. 

And  Hay  my  ftorie  to  a better  Ccxftin. 


I nthehegimingof  thueleuenth  loo\e  U et  notable  tnorall  of  temperance  , with  two  comparifont,  one  of  the  Ijorfe,  anotiteref  J^oraJ- 
tht  beare,  which  I iudgefit  for  thh  place  rather  to  be  repeated  then  expounded.  I f(^  faith  he')  a horfeiWith  alitlefttaffle,  may 
he  flopt  in  hU  full  carire,  what  a f:ame  u it  for  a man  not  to  bridle  hit  difordinat  ajfeSlions  with  reafn , hut  to  belilp  a hear* 
fogreedieof  honie,  that  he  hreab^s  downe  the  hyues^and  deuoureth  the  comhes^till  fits  tongue,eyes  and iawes  hefoung,readie  to 
nak^lam  runne  mad:  fo  doyoung  men  dcuoure  with  extreme  greedinefe^thefe  fenfuaRpleafures^ofyenerie^furfetting,  drin~ 
king,  pride  in  a!>parell,and  all  ini  emperance,  till  in  tl?e  end  they  are  plagued  with ficlipeffe,p9utrtie,tind  many  other  inconutni- 
enees  to  their  ytter  ruine  and  confufon.  wherfore  in  the  perfon  o/Rogero,  young  men  may  way  the  lojfes  he  had hy  following 
hifprefent  fancie  to  Angelica;  namely  Iw  ring  and  his  horfe : hy  the  tone  it  ynderfood  reafon,by  the  other  courage.  Jn  An- 
gelica whofe  beautie  fo  exceeding’y  JlAned  in  her  poore  apparell, you  great  Ladies  may  fee,  that  your  true  naturoR  beauties  be- 
comeyoubefy  befidethatit  hath  euer  bene  counted  agreatfigne  ofmodeflieand  chafi  difpofition  in  women,  to  be  rather  cleanly 
tlsen  fumptucus  in  apparell,  for  the  yaine  expence  therein  hath  bene  often  occafion  both  to  corrupt  the  minds  and  maners  of  many 
not  ill  difpofed.^nd  therefore  that  excellent  verfe  of  Sir  Philip  Sidney  in  htsfirfl  Arcadia  (which  I know  not  by  what  mif- 
hap  « left  out  in  the  printed  bookf)  Is  in  mine  opiition  worthie  to  bepraifed  and  followed  to  mak^  a good  and  ytrluotu  wife* 

Who  doth  defire  that  chaft  his  wife  Ihould  bee, 

' Firft  be  he  true,  for  truth  doth  truth  deferue. 

Then  be  he  fuch  as  Ihchis  worth  may  fee, 

: And  alwayes  one  credit  widi  her  preferue: 

N or  toying  kynd,  nor  caullefly  vnkynd. 

Not  ftirring  thoughts,  nor  yet  denying  right: 

Net  fpying  faults,  nor  in  plaine  errors  blynd, 

Neuer  hardhand,nor  euerrayns  tolight: 

As  far  from  want,  as  far  from  vaine  expence. 

Tone  doih-enforce,  the  tother  doth  entice. 

Allow  good  companie,  but  driue  fro  thence, 

' All  iuihie  mouths  that  glorie  in  their  vice. 

This  done  thou  haft  no  more  but  Icauc  the  reft, 

To  nature,  fortune,  time,  and  womans  breft. 

In  which}  you  fee  hU  opinion  of  the  two  extremities  of  want  and  yaine  expence. 

Of  the  inuention  ofgunnes,as  I fomewhat  touched  two  hookas  before,  f)  here  you  fee  how  heajfrmethm  a manet  that  they  Hiftorie, 
were  inuentedin  Cermanie.  ^ndfol  haue  read,  that  thefirfi  time  they  were  yfed  was  in  theyeare  1 3 ? I .in  theF enetians  waT 
againfi  the  Genoas,  but  it  is  maruell  that  the  inrxntors  name  offe  monflrofts  a thing  is  not  knowne. 

B aken  the  great  Lnglijh  necromancer  wrate  manyyeares  before  that  tinHy  that  he  kpew  hoW  to  makf  an  engin , that  with 
fait  peter  and  brimftone  well  tempered  together  ,fhould  prone  notable  for  batterie,  but  he  fayd  Ite  Would  not  difeouer  it , for 
feare  it  would  be  a meane  to  deftroy  all  man  kpnde. 

In  the  dejirullion  of the  I le  (^Ebuda,  and  all  that  hath  heneffydofit  before,  with  the  monfers  that  are faid  to  deuoure  Allegor  ‘ 
women  noised  andforfalpi , this  allegor icall fence  it  to  be  picked  out  ( though  to  feme  perhaps  it  wiU  feeme  greatly  flrayned.) 

By  the  I land  u fignified  pride , and  loofeneffe  of  life,  that  they  are  brought  to  (by  pirats)  which  fignifie flatterers,  that  go  rouing 
about  to  tntife  them  hither,  robbing  them  in  deede  of all  their  comely  garments  ofmodeJfic,and  fobrietie  yand  at  lafi  leaue  them 
naked ypon  the  floore,  dejpifed  andforfaken,  to  be  deuouredofmofl  ygly  and  misfhapen  monflers  fignified  by  the  Orke,asfilthie 
difeafesy  deformities,  and  all  kfiide  of  contemptible  things,  which  monflers,  a good  plaine friend,  with  an  ankpr  offidelitie  will 
kfll  as  Orlando  dsd  this, and  fo  cloth  againe  the  nak^dnejfe^hat  before, pride  andflatterie  made  ys  lay  open  to  the  world, 
^ndwherasitisfaydthatPicptuncandProteUifledjromOilando,  it  ismeantthata  true Chnfliandriues away dl 
fuperflitioKs  idolatrie,  where  fo  euer  he  commetb,  AIIufi*n 

J finde  no  .^llufion  worth  the  notit^. 


4. 
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THE  ARGVMENT. 

Orlando  doth  purfue  with  great  dtfdaine. 

One  that  did jfeeme  hie  hue  hy  force  to  tarrie : 
%ogero  led  by fuch  an  other  tratne 
TV tth  htm  doth  tn  the  charrnedpallace  tarrie: 
Orlando  parting  from  the  place  againe, 

Setng  tn  deed  her  whom  he  faine  would  marrte. 
Eights  with  Ferraw,foyleth  two  turkifh  bands\ 
Ftndethfaire  Ifabellm  outlaw  es  hands. 


Ere!  what  time  ftie  haft- 
ncdbackeagaync. 

Fro  great  Idea  homward 
to  returne. 

There  where  Enceladut 
with  endles  payne, 
Dothbeare  mount  ^ma 
that  doth  euer  burnc, 
Whe  {he  had  fought  her 
daughterlog  in  vayne, 
Whofc  lofTe  foflrage  did  makc^  mother  mourne 
Spoiling  for  fpite  her  breft  cheeks  eyes  & heare, 
At  laft  two  boughs  fro  Pyne  tree  Ihe  doth  tcare. 
z 

In  forge  Ihefets  on  fire  the  brands. 

And  genes  them  powre  for  euer  to  be  light. 

And  taking  one  a peece  in  both  her  hands, 
Drawne  in  her  coach  by  yoked  ferpents  might. 
She  fcarcheth  woods  & fields  and  Teas  and  lands. 
And  brooks  and  ftreatr.es  & dens  deuoyd  oflight. 
And  hearing  here  on  earth  no  newcs  to  like  her. 
At  laft  Ihe  went  to  hell  it  felfe  to  feeke  her. 
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W ere  good  Orlandos  pov/re  to  be  c ompared. 

As  well  with  Ceres  as  his  louing  mynde. 

He  would  nopaine,no  placc,nor  time  haue  fpared 
His  dearc  belou’d  ^ngelyca  to  findej 

' To  go  to  rocks  and  caues  he  would  haue  dared. 
And  place  tofaints,and  place  to  fends  afllgnd, 
Onely  he  wanted  one  of  Ceres  waggons. 

In  which  fhe  caried  was  with  flying  dragons. 

How  he  did  fearch  all  France  before  I told. 


Now  to  fearch  Italic  is  his  entente 
And  Germanic  and  Caftill  new  and  old. 

And  then  to  AfFrica  topaffehe  ment. 

And  as  he  thus  determined,bchold 
He  heard  a voyce  that  feemed  to  lament, 

And  drawing  nye,to  vnderftand  what  tyding, 

On  a great  horfc  jie  faw  a horfeman  ry  ding. 
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Caryingperforce  vpon  his  faddlebow, 

A Lady  forrowfuU  and  fore  affray d. 

Crying  aloud  and  making  open  {liow, 

Of  inward  grecf,and  thus  to  him  (he  faid, 

0 worthy  wight  (Lord  of  ,4nglante')kno'H 

1 dye, I dye,without  you  bring  me  ayd,  (her 
And  then  he  thought  comming  more  nye  to  vew 
It  was  ^AngekcapinJL  that  he  knew  her. 
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1 fay  not  that  it  was,but  that  it  feemd. 

To  be  ^ngelyca  that  thus  was  caryd. 

But  he  that  iuftly  great  difgrace  it  deemd. 

Thus  in  his  fighr,to  haue  his  miftreffe  haty  d, 
Whofe  lone  abouc  all  treafures  he  efteemd. 
After  the  fight  hercofhe  nothing  taiyd. 

But  puts  his  fpurres  to  Briiliadores  fides. 

And  in  great  haft  after  the  horfeman  rydes. 

t 

With  many  bloudiewordes  and  cmell  threts. 

He  bids  the  horfeman  to  comebackc  agayne. 

But  he  at  naught  his  wordcs  and  fpcaches  fets, 
Reioycing  in  fo  rich  a gotten  gayne. 

The  vUlen  ftill  ground  ofOr/W<  gets, 

Vntill  they  came  into  a faire  large  playne. 
Wherein  ahciifc  of  great  eftate  was  built. 

The  g.ate  whereof  in  gorgeous  fort  was  gilt. 


?0 
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The  building  all  of  n-iarblc  faire  was  wrought, 

Moft  coftly  earn’d  and  cunningly  concriued, 

To  this  faire  houfe,liis  pray  y foulethcef  brought 
Straight  after  him  (?r/Wo  there  arriued: 

Then  he  alights  and  all  about  he  fought. 

For  him  that  had  him  of  his  ioy  depriued. 

He  maketh  fearch  in  chambers  all  about. 

And  galleries  and  hauls  to  findc  them  out. 
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Each  roome  he  findes  fee  forth  with  rich  aray,  - 
With  beds  of  filke,  and  gold  of  curious  arc, 

Butyet  he  Andes  not  that  defired  pray. 

The  want  wherof  did  fore  torment  his  hart. 

T here  might  he  finde  with  hke  alBiftion  ftray, 
Gradajfo,  Sacrafunt  and  Brandimarty 
And  fearce  Ferraw  pofl'cft  with  ftrang  conftilion. 
Procured  in  that  place  by  Ifrong  Ululion. 
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All  do  complaine  in  anger  and  in  rage. 

How  of  thishoufe  the  mafter  them  hath  vfed. 

One  loft  his  horfe,  another  loft  his  page. 

An  ocher  doubts  his  miftrelfe  is  abufed: 

Thus  are  they  kept  like  birds  within  a cage, 
ftanding  with  fence  and  wits  and  words  confulcd, 
Andmanie  with  this  ftrangc  conception  carried. 
Within  this  place  both  weeks  & months  hauc  tar- 
1 1 (tied . 

Orlando  when  he  fawhe  could  not  learne. 

Where  this  fame  thcefe  his  miftrelfe  had  coiiaid. 
Thought  Ihe  was  carride  out  at  lomc  pofterne  j 
Wherfore  within  no  longer  time  he  ftaid. 

But  walkcs  about  the  caftle  to  difeerne. 

If  that  Were  true  cfwhich  he  was  aftfaid : 

But  as  he  walked  vp  and  downe  the  plaine. 

He  thought  he  hard  her  call  him  backe  againc. 

I z 

And  to  a window  calling  vp  his  eye. 

He  thought  he  faw  her  face  full  of  diiiinitiej 
And  chat  he  hard  herplainly  thus  to  die, 

O noble  wight  ofproued  magnanimicic, 

Hclpe  now,  or  neuer  helpc,  ias  fliall  1 
In  mine  Orlandos  fight  leefe  my  virginitie? 

Kill  me, or  let  a thoufand  deaths  befall  me. 

Bather  then  let  a villaine  fo  to  thrall  me. 

Thefe  woflill  Ipeechcs  once  or  twife  repeted, 

Caiif  d him  returne  into  the  houfe  againe. 

And  fcarching  once  againe  he  chafte  and  freted, 
(Hope  ftill  alwaging  Ibmwhat  ofhispaine) 

And  oft  he  hard  the  voice  that  counterfeted. 

The  fpeech  of  his  ^ngtUca  moft  plaine. 

From  fide  to  fide  he  follow’d  ftill  the  found. 

But  of  Angelica  no  figne  he  found. 

Now  while  Orlando  t acrid  in  this  traunce, 

]n  hope  for  ro  auenge  his  miftrelfe  harmes, 

I{egero  (who  I told  you  had  this  chaunc  e) 

To  fee  his  Bmdamrtnt  in  ants  armes, 

(Drawne  to  this  place  with  fuch  an  other  dauce) 
N amely  by  force  of  fomc  vnvliiall  charmes. 

Saw  firft  the  gyanc  in  this  caftell  enter. 

And  .after  him  he  boldly  doth  aduenter. 


I? 

But  when  he  camewithmthe  caflle  walls, 

Waking  moft  narrow  fearch,  as  in  fuch  cafe, 

In  garrets,  towers,  parlors  and  in  halls. 

And  vnder  ftaircs  and  many  a homely  place. 

Calling  great  doubts  what  hurt  his  louc  befalls, 

Or  leaft  the  theefe  were  gone  in  this  me.anc  Ipacc 
Forthwith  he  walketh  out  into  the  plaine. 

And  hearCs  a voice  recall  him  backe  againc, 

j6 

Th  at  voice  that  lately  did  Orlando  make, 

Rctumc  in  lippe  Angelica  to  findc, 

l{pgero  now  for  Bradamant  doth  cake,  ' 

Whofelouc  nolelfe  pollefthis  careful!  minde: 

And  when  the  voice  vnto  Gradajfo  IJiake, 

Or Sacral’itntjOi Brandimart  moft  kind. 

To  cuerie  one  of  thefe  it  plainely  feemed. 

To  feeme  her  voice  whom  ech  onebeft  eftcemed 

17 

had  procur’d  this  ftrange  imiention. 

Only  to  keepc  F{ogero  from  mifchance. 

Finding  by  fkill,  it  was  the  heauens  intention. 

That  he  by  ti  eafon  Ihould  be  kild  in  France, 

Ferraw  and  thofc  of  whom  I laft  made  mention, 

W ith  all  whom  vallew  higheft  did  aduance. 

To  keepe  him  companie  he  here  detained. 

With  good  ptouifion  while  they  here  remained. 
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And  while  thefe  knights  with  ftraung  enchantments 
Do  here  abide,behold  the  Indian  queen  j(bound 
Angelica  that  late  her  ringhad  found,  Anitka, 

(Whofe  vertue  can  her  caule  to  go  vnfeene. 

And  alfo  fruftratc  magickc  skill  profound) 

Longing  home,wherclhc  had  not  long  time  beene 
And  hauingnow  ofneedfull  things  prouided  her. 

Only  Wats  one  y homward  might  haue  guidedher 
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Orlandos  companie  {he  would  haue  had, 

Or  Sacrapanty  ftie  card  not  which  of  twaine. 

Not  that  of  cithers  loue  ftie  would  be  glad, 

Forthem  and  all  theworld  flie  did  difdaine. 

But  (for  the  way  was  daungerous  and  bad. 

In  time  of  warre  to  traueU  France  and  Spaine) 

She  wiflrt  for  her  owne  faftie  and  her  cafe. 

To  haue  the  companie  of  one  of  thefe. 

20 

Wherfore  a while  Ihe  trauelsvp  and  downe, 

Seeking  for  the  that  long  in  vaine  had  fought  her 
And  pafling  many  woods  and  many  atownc, 

Vnto  this  place  at  laft  good  fortune  brought  her. 

Where  whe  fire  faw  thefe  knights  ofgreat  renown 
Seeking  for  her  flie  fcant  abftaines  from  laughter 
To  fee  Atlantas  cunning  and  difl'embling, 

Herperfon  andhervoicefo  right rcfembling. 

21 

Her  felfe  vnfeene,  fees  them  and  all  the  reft, ' 

Now  meanes  Ihe  fure  to  take  one  of  them  two , 

Butyet  Ihe  knowes  not  which  (her  doubtfiilbrcft 
Staying  as  vnrefolued  what  to  do) 

Orlandos  valjcw  could  defend  her  beft. 

But  then  this  doubt  is  added  therunro. 

That  when  (he  once  Ib  highly  had  prefard  him, 

She  ftiall  notknow  againe  how  to  difcard  him.  ' 

But 
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But  Sturapant  although  (he  (hould  him  life, 

High  vp  to  heaucnjyct  maketh  (he  no  doubt. 

But  (he  will  findcjfbme  Height  and  prctic  fliift. 
With  her  accuftom’d  coynes  him  to  lout, 

To  him  (lie  gocsjtcfolucdof  this  drift. 

And  (fraiglit  the  precious  ring  (he  taketh  our, 
From  other  mouth,which  made  her  gococealed, 
* Minding  to  him  alone  to  be  reucaled.  ' 

But  ftraight  came  in  Orlando  and  Perra», 

That  both  defiied,her  to  hauc  cnioyd  j 
Thus  all  of  them  at  once  their  GoddefTe  faw, 
Being  no  more  by  magike  art  annoy d. 

For  when  the  ring  on  finger  (he  did  draw, 

She  made  vnwares  all  their  enchantments  void> 
Thefe  three  were  all  mcomplct  armour,  fane 
Ferraw  no  headpeece  had, nor  none  would  hauc, 
14 

The  caufc  was  this,he  follemnly  had  Iworne, 

Ypon  his  head  no  helmet  ihould  be  fet. 

But  that  that  was  by  (lout  Orlatulo  wome, 

•dlmtiiii  Irt-  w hich  he  did  erft  from  T raians  brother  get, 
tbtr  toTraiam , ferratv  to  wcarc  a helmet  had  forborne, 

Smcc  with  the  ghoft  of-^r^a/l  he  had  met, 

Thus  in  this  fort  they  came  together  armed, 
Beingbyvertue  of  herring  vneharmed. 

All  three  at  once  do  now  the  damfell  vew, 

All  three  at  once  on  hir  would,ftraight  haue  leafed 
All  three  her  faithful!  louers  were  ihe  knew. 

Yet  with  all  three  at  once  ihc  is  difpleafed; 

And  fro  all  three, (he  ftraight  her  felfe  withdrew, 
Whc(haply)one  at  once, would  her  haue  pleafed. 
From  hence  forth  none  of  the  (he  thinks  to  need. 
But  that  the  ring  (hall  feme  in  all  their  ftecd. 
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She  haftens  hcncc,and  will  no  longer  ftay, 
Difdaine,and  feare,togcther  make  her  Iwift , 
Into  a wood  (he  leades  them  aL  the  way. 

But  when  (be  faw,there  was  none  other  ihiftj 
Into  her  mouth  the  ring  (he  doth  conuay, 

That  euerholpeher  at  the  deddeft  Uft, 

And  out  of  all  their  fights  forthwith  (he  vanifhed. 
Leaning  them  all  with  wonder  halfc  aftonilhed. 
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Only  one  path  there  was,  and  that  not  wide. 

In  tius  they  follow'd  her  with  no  final!  haft. 

But  flic  firft  caufd  her  horfc  to  ftep  afide, 
Andftandeth  ftill  a while  till  they  were  paft. 

And  then  at  better  leyfure  (he  doth  ride, 

A far  more  eafie  pafc,and  not  lb  faft, 

Vntillthey  three  continuing  ftill  their  riding. 
Came  to  a way  in  fundry’  parts  deiiiduig. 
z8 

And  comming  where  they  found  no  further  tracke, 

• Fe7T<rti>,that  was  before  the  to  thcr  two. 

In  chollcr,  and  in  furie  great  turnd  backc. 

Asking  the  other  what  they  mens  to  do, 

And(as  his  manner  was  to  brag  and  crake) 
Demaunded  how  they  durft  prefumc  to  woe> 

Or  follow  her,whofc  propertie  he  clay med. 
Except  they  would  of  him  be  flame  or  may  med. 


19 

Orlando  ftraight  rcplydc,thou  fooliflibeaft. 

Sane  that  I fee  ihou  doeft  an  helmet  want, 

1 would  crth!s,haue  taught  thee  at  the  lealt. 
Hereafter  with  thy  betters  not  to  vaunt: 

Ferravt)  doth  thankc  him  for  his  care  (in  ieaft) 
Saying  it  (howd,his  wilts  were  very  fcant. 

For  as  he  w as,hc  would  not  be  aftiray d, 

Toptouc  againft  them  both  thathehadfaid. 

30 

Sir(faid  Orlando)to  the  Pagan  king. 

Lend  him  your  hcadpecce,and  er  wc  go  hence, 

1 will  this  beaft,in  better  order  bring,  • 
Oriharply  punilh  him  for  his  offence: 

Nay  fofc  (faid  Sacrapant^that  were  a things 
The  which  tograunt,might  (how  I had  no  fence. 
Lend  you  him  yours,for  ilenot  go  to  fchoolc, 

To  know  as  well  as  you  to  bob  a fbole. 

31 

Tufh(quoth  Ferr4m)fooles  to  your  facesboth. 

As  though  if  1 had  bene  dilpofd  towearconc, 

I would  haue  fufferd(wcrc  you  leiueorloth) 

The  beft  and  proudeft  of  you  both  to  beare  one. 
The  trudi  is  this,  that  I by  follcmne  oth, 

Vpon  a certaine  chauncc,did  once  forfwearc  one. 
That  on  my  head  no  helmet  fliould  bedonne, 
Vntill  1 had  Orlandos  helmet  wonne. 

3^ 

What  quoth  the  Earle, then  feems  itvnto  thee. 

Thy  force  fo  much  Orlanios  doth  furmount, 

Th^  thou  couldft  do  the  fani  e to  him,  that  he 
\nto.Almonta  did  in  Afpramount? 

Rather  I thinke,if  thou  his  face  fhould  fee. 

Thou  wouldft  (b  far  be  wide  of  thme  account. 
That  thou  wouldft  tremble  ouer  all  thy  body. 
And  yccld  thy  felfc  and  armour  like  a nody. 

. 33 

The  Spanifh  vaunrer(likc  to  all  the  nation) 

Said  he  had  often  witliOrlando  met. 

And  had  him  at  aduaunt3ee,infuch  falhion, 

1 hat  had  he  lift)ie  might  his  helmet  get. 

But  thus  quoth  .e  the  time  brings  alteration. 
That  now  I feeke,l  then  at  naught  did  fet. 

To  take  his  helmet  from  him  then  I fpared, 
Becaufe  as  then  for  it  I little  cared. 


Then  ftraight  Or/dn:fo,mou’d  in  rightflill  anger, 
Aunfwcrd  him  thus, thou  fbiile  and  murren  Iyer, 

I cannot  now  forbeare  thee  any  longer, 

1 am  whom  thou  to  finde  doeft  fo  defier, 

Whe  met  we  cwo,tr,at  thou  didft  part  the  ftrogcr? 
Thou  thoughtftme  fardcr,thou  fliallfeclcmc 
Try  nowif  thou  beeft  able  me  to  foyle,  (nyer. 

Or  I can  dice  of  all  dune  armour  (poylc, 

^ 3? 

Nor  do  I feeke  to  take  this  odds  of  thee; 

This  faid, forthwith  his  helmet  he  vntidc. 

And  hung  the  fame  faft  by  vpon  a tree. 

Then  drew  his  durindana  from  his  fide; 

And  in  like  (brt,you  might  the  Spanyard  (ee. 
Being  no  whit  abated  ofhis  pride. 

How  he  his  fword  and  target  ftraight  prepard. 
Lying  moft  manfully  vnto  his  ward, 
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TousbtU  hmtf 
Sscrapat  ag*m. 
vj.'Sotil^t . ij. 
pufft. 
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And  thus  thcfe  champions  do  the  fight  begin, 

Moutedon  courfersfcarccjthefclucs  more  fcarce 
And  where  the  armour  ioyns,and  is  moft  thm. 
There  ftjl  they  ftruie  with  fturdy  ftrokes  topearce 
Search  all  the  world, and  two  fuch  men  therein. 
Could  not  be  found/or  as  o!d  bookes  rehearfe. 
Their  skmhs  were  fuch  as  had  they  bene  vnarraed 
Yet  could  tliey  not  with  weapons  haue  bene  har- 

37  (mcd. 

Ferravp  had  in  his  youth  enchantment  fuch. 

That  but  hts  naueUjhard  was  all  the  reft, 

Vneo  OtUtuio  there  was  done  as  much. 

By  prayer  of  fbme  faint(as  may  be  gueft) 

Saue  m his  feete, which  he  let  no  man  tuch, 
Takcitfor  truthjor  take  it  for  a left. 

Thus  1 haue  found  it  vvtot,that  they  in  deed. 
Ware  armot^r  more  for  Ihow  then  any  need. 
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Thus  twbet  them  two  the  fight  continues  ftiU, 

Yet  not  lo  iharpe^n  fubftance  as  in  (how, 

Fm  raw  imploying  all  his  arc  and  skill, 

Sharpe  thrufts  vpon  the  totlier  tobeftow, 

Orlando  that  hath  euer  ftrength  at  will. 

Lay th  on  the  Spamard  many  a luftie  blow, 
doth  ftand  faft  by  vnfeen, 

And  fees  alone  the  battell  tliem  between. 
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For  why  the  Pagan  Prince  was  gone  the  while, 

To  findt  her  out, when  they  together  fou^Cj 
And  by  their  ftrifc,ihac  he  mi^c  both  beguile. 

He  hopesjand  had  conceaued  in  his  tliouglKj 
Heridesawayandtrauclsmany  amyle,  1 I 
And  ftillhis  deare  beloued  miftrefle  lought, 

And  thus  it  came  to  paffe  that  fhc  that  day. 

Was  onelyprcfcnt,atfogrcatafray.  ^ 
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Which  when  fhe  faw  continue  infuchfbrr. 

Nor  yet  could  guefl'e  by  ought  tliat  Ihe  did  fee. 
Which  was  moft  Iike,to  cut  the  otlier  (hort. 

She  takes  away  the  helmet  from  the  tree, 
Thinkingby  tliis  to  make  her  felfc  fomc  (port. 

Or  they  by  tliis  might  fooncr  fundred  bee. 

Not  meanmg  m liich  fort  away  to  fet  it. 

But  that  the  worthy  Earle  agayne  may  get  it. 

And  with  the  fame  away  from  hence  fhc  goes, 

The  while  they  two  with  payne  and  trauell  tyred, 
In  geuing  and  in  takir^  deadly  bloes, 

Fcrr^w’fthat  mift  the  headpeece  firft)retired. 

And  for  he  did  moft  certainly  fuppofc, 
Thac^<<fr<j/’<»«f  had  taneitvndefired. 

Good  Lord  laid  hewhatmeanewe  here  to  do? 
This  other  knight  hath  coufenedvstwo. 

And  vnawares  the  helmet  tanc  away.  ’ ’ 
Orlando  hearing  this  dotii  looke  afide, 

And  milling  it^e  dothbelecue  ftraight  way. 

As  did  Ferraw  and  after  him  they  ride, 
Commingatlaftinto  a parted  way, 

That  in  two  parts,  it  felfe  doth  there  deuide, 
Frelh  tracke  in  both  of  them  was  to  be  leene. 
This  ofthe  knight,  that  of  the  Indian  Queonc. 


Or/rfWoihap  wastopurfue  the  knight, 

FoT<w,that was  more  luckie  ofthe  twitync, 
Happend  \^on  >4i^elyca  to  light, 
who  to  rcfrelh  her  former  taken  payne, 

Faft  by  a founcaine  did  before  alight. 

And  feeing  fuddenly  the  knight  of  Spaine, 
Straight  like  alhadow  fromhislighclhepaft. 
And  on  the  ground  the  helmet  left  with  haft. 
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But  as  the  fight  of  her  did  make  him  glad. 

In  hope  by  tins  good  fortune  her  to  get. 

So  thus  agame  to  loofc  her  made  him  fad. 

And  Ihowdthat  fhe  did  him  at  nothing  fet. 

Then  curft  he  as  he  had  bene  raging  mad, 
Blalphcmmgri^iM/^tfwr  and  Mahomet^ 

And  all  the  Gods  adord  in  Turks  profeflion. 

The  gi  eefc  m him  did  make  fo  deepe  impreffion. 
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Yet  when  he  had  Or/Wor  helmet  Ipide, 

And  knew  it  was  by  letters  writ  tliereon. 

The  lame  for  which  T raian:s  brother  dide. 

He  cakes  it  qu  ickly  vp  and  puts  it  on. 

And  then  in  haft  he  after  her  doth  ride. 

That  was  out  of  his  fight  foftraungelygon. 

He  takes  the  helmet,rhinking  little  fliame. 
Although  he  came  not  truly  by  the  fame. 
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But  feing  Ihe  away  fromliim  was  fled. 

Nor  where  flie  was  he  knew  nor  could  not  guefic. 
Him  felfe  from  hoRpe  to  Paris  ward  he  fped. 

His  hope  to  finde  her, waxing lelTe  and  Iclfej 
And  yet  tlie  fonow  tliather  Ioffe  had  bred. 

Was  part  afl  wag’d,ihe  helmet  to  poflefl'e, 

T hou  gh  afterward  when  as  Orland 0 knew  it. 

He  fware  great  oJies  that  he  would  make  rew  it, 

47 

But  how  Orlando  did  agame  it  get, 

And  how  Ferravn  was  plagued  tor  that  crime. 

And  how  they  two  betweene  two  bridgesmer. 
Whereas  Ferrarv  was  killed  at  that  time. 

My  piirpofe  is  not  to  declare  as  yet. 

But  to  another  ftorieturne my  rime. 

Now  I iiiuft  tell  you  of  that  Indian  Qneenr, 
By.vcrtue  of  her  ring  that  goeth  vnfeene. 
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Who  parted  thence  all  fad  and  difeontented. 

That  by  her  mcanes,Ffrrrftt>  his  will  hadgor. 

That  fhe  (with  this  vnlookt  for  hap  preuentc.l) 
Left  him  the  helmet,though  fhe  mentitnot. 

And  in  her  han  her  aftfhe  fore  repented. 

And  with  her  felfe  fire  faid,alas  God  wot 
I filly  foole,tooke  it  with  good  intention, 
Thereby  to  breake  their  ftrife  & fharpe  cotetlon. 
d9 

Not  that,thereby  this  filthy  Sp  any ard  might. 

By  helpe  of  my  deceit,and  doing  wrong, 

Keepe  that  by  fraud, he  could  not  win  by  might, 
Alas  to  thy  true  loue,andferiiice  lon^ 

A better  recompence  then  this  of  right. 

From  me(my  good  Or/<»»de)fhould  belong, 

And  thus  in  this  moft  kinde,and  dolfull  fafhjon. 
She  doth  continue  long  her  lamentation. 

Now 
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> Now  mcancth  (he  to  traiicll  to  the  Eaft, 

Vntohernatiue  fbyle  and  country  ground. 

Her  ioincy  doth  her  other  greefs  digcft, 

Her  ring  doth  in  her  iorney  kcepe  her  found, 
Yetchaunced  flic,erfheforfooke  the  Weft, 

To  trauell  nearc  a wood, whereas  Ihe  found, 
sbaS  camt  ^ young  man,betwecne  two  dead  men  lying, 

\ht  wound  in  bleeding  breft,euen  then  a dying. 

I'j./Ujft.  51 

But  here  a while  I ceafe  of  her  to  treat, 

Or  Sacrafant  or  of  the  knight  of  Spaync, 

Firft  1 muft  tcUofmany  a hardic  feat. 

Before  I can  rcturnc  to  them  agaync, 

OrUndos  aftions  I will  now  repeat, 

That  ftill  endurd  fuch  trauell  and  fuch  payne. 

Nor  time  it  fclfc,that  forrowes  doth  appeafe. 
Could  graunttothishis  greefe  an  end  or  calc. 

And  fii  ft  the  noble  Earle  an  hcadpeece  bouglit, 
Hauingby  late  ill  fortune  left  his  ow  ne. 

For  temper, or  the  ftreng;h,hencuer  fought. 

So  it  did  keepe  him  but  from  beingknowne: 
tiowThebu.)  charrethad  the  dayhght  brought, 
And  hid  the  ftarres  that  late  before  were  fliowoc. 
And  fairc  ^«ror4  was  new  rifen  when, 

Otlatido  met  two  bands  of  armed  men. 
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One  band  was  led  by  worthy  ManilarJ, 

A man  though  ftour,yct  hoarie  heard  forage, 
who  with  his  men  did  make  to  Paris  ward. 

He  not  for  war,but  fit  for  counlell  fage: 
of  the  other  had  the  guard, 

t Thenintheprimc,and  cheefflowreof  hisage, 

I And  one  thatpalfedalltheTurkiftiwarrieis, 

To  fight  at  tilt  V tuiney  or  at  barriers, 

Thefe  men  with  other  of  the  Pagan  hoft. 

Had  layne  the  winter  paft  not  far  fro  thence: 
When  Adamant  did  fee  his  men  were  loft. 

By  vaine  afraults,vntohis  great  expenfe. 

And  therefore  now  he  fwears  and  m.aketh  boft. 
That  he  will  ncuer  raifc  his  fiege  fro  thence. 

Till  they  within  that  now  had  left  the  feeld. 

Were  foift  by  faminc,all  their  goods  toyeeld. 
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And  for  that  caiifc,  now  fommer  comes  againe. 

He  gets  together  all  the  men  he  may. 

With  newfuppliesjof  Aftrike  andofSpaine, 

And  fome  of  France  ,thac  did  accept  his  payj 
But  that  in  order  due  they  may  rcmainc. 

He  points  them  alI,to  meet  him  in  one  day. 

Who  by  comaundmenth'jthercame  inclufters. 
To  make  appcarauncc,at  the  pointed  mufters. 
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Now  when  Aljyrdo  faw  Orlando  there, 

! Enflam’d  with  pridcjand  glory  of  his  mindc, 

' He  longed  ftraight  with  him  tobreakc  a (peare. 

And  fpiirs  his  hovfe,but  quickly  he  doth  finde. 
Him  felfe  to  weake  fo  fturdie  blowcs  to  beare, 
j Wilhing  to  late,that  he  had  ftaid  behinde, 

] He falleth  from  the horfes  backe  downe  dead. 

The  fcarcfullhorfe  without  his  maftcr  fled. 


Straight  was  there  raifd  a mightic  cry  and  fliottt. 

By  all  the  fouldicrs  of  Atfyrdos  band. 

When  as  tKey  fee  their  captain(latc  fo  ftoiit) 
Conquerd,and  killed  by  Orlatvios  hand. 

Then  out  of  ray  they  compaft  him  about. 

On  cif  ry  fide,innomber  as  the  fand. 

They  that  arc  nyc,with  blowes  do  him  aftailc. 

And  thofe  aloofc, throw  darts  as  thickc  as  hailc. 
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Lookewhata  noifeanherdoffauagefwine,  giaUe^ 

Do  make, when  as  the  wolfe  a pyg  hath  caught. 

That  doth  in  all  their  hearings  cry  and  whine. 

Flecking  about,3s  nature  hath  them  taught. 

So  do  thefe  fotildiers  murmur  and  repine. 

To  fee  their  captain, thus  tomifchecf  brought. 

And  with  great  furie,thcy  do  fet  vpon  him. 

All  with  on  voice, ftiU  crying  onhiiUjOn  hitn. 
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I fay  the  nearer  fight  with  iword  and  fpearc. 

And  thole  aloof e fend  fhafts  and  many  a d art. 

Blithe  that neiieryet admitted feare, 

T o lodge  in  any  harbour  of  his  hart, 

Vpon  his  fheeld  a thoufand  darts  doth  beare. 

And  thoulands  morc,on  euery  other  part. 

Yet  of  them  all  makes  no  more  care  nor  keepe. 

Then  doth  a Lion,of  a flocke  of  fheepe. 
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For  when  that  once  his  fatall  blade  he  drew. 

That  blade  fo  often, bathd  in  Pagans  blood. 

No  fteele  there  was  of  temper  old  or  new. 

Nor  folded  clothsjthe  edge  thereof withftood. 

About  the  field  heds3legs,armcs,fliouldcrs  flew. 

The  furrowes  all,did  flow  with  crimfon  flood. 

Death  goeth  about  the  field  reioyfing  mikcll, 

Tofee  afwordjthat  fo  furpaft  his  fickcU. 
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This  made  the  Pagan  rout  fofore  agaft. 

He  that  could  fwifteft  runne  was  beftappayd. 

And  as  they  came,fo  fled  they  now  as  faft. 

On  brother  for  an  other  neuei  ftaid. 

No  memorie  of  loue,or  frendfliip  paft, 

Could  make  one  ftay,to  gcue  an  other  aid. 

He  tliat  could  gallop  faftcft,was  moft  glad. 

Not  asking  if  the  wayes  were  good  or  bad. 
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Only  one  man  there  was  in  all  the  feeld. 

That  had  fo  long  in  venues  fchoole  bene  bread. 

That  rather  then  toturne  his  backe  or  yeeld. 

He  mcancth  there  toleauchis  carkasdead. 

Old  Manylard^ho  taking  vp  his  Iheeld, 

Eucn  as  his  valiant  hart  and  corage  led. 

Set  fjiiirs  to  horlc,and  in  his  reft  a launce. 

And  i unnes  againft  the  Valladin  of  Fraunce. 
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Vpon  Orland os  flieeld  his  fpeare  he  brake. 

Who  neiier  fturd  for  all  the  manly  blow. 

But  with  his  naked  fivord  againe  he  ftrakc. 

And  made  him  tumble  ore  the  fadlcbowj 
Fortune  on  vertue  did  fome  pitic  take. 

For  why  Orlandos  fword  fell  flailing  thoe, 

1 hat  though  it  quite  amazd  and  ouerthrew  him. 

Yet  by  good  hap  it  maymd  hiwnotnorflgc  him. 
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With  great  confufion  all  the  other  fled. 

And  now  of  armed  men  the  field  was  void, 

Sane  fuch  as  were  or  feemed  to  be  dead. 

So  as  Orlando  now  no  more  annoyd, 

Went  on  his  iourney  as  his  fancie  led. 

To  feeke  her  in  whofe  fight  he  only  ioyd. 
Through  plains  & woods,  through  fundry  waies  Sc 
HetrauelsmakingftiUforher enquiric.  (myrie, 
('S 

Htreyeu  ihould  Vntill  it  Was  his  fortune  toward  night, 
ttgi/i  to  read  the  To  coiTie  faft  by  a mountaine  in  whofe  fide, 

t«/f  oflfabctLi.  Forth  of  a caue  he  faw  a glims  oflight. 

And  towards  it  hepreftntly  dotliride : 

Then  at  the  mouth  thereof  he  doth  alight. 

And  to  abufli  faft  by  his  hoife  he  tyde; 

He  doubts,  as  cuer  lone  is  full  of  feare. 

That  his  belou’d  Angelica  was  there. 

Shttle 

' ' Eu’n  as  the  hunters  tliatdcfirous  arc. 

Some  prefent  paftime  for  their  hounds  to  fee. 

In  flubblc  fields  do  feeke  the  fearfull  hare, 
Bycti’rie  bufh  and  vndercuVie  tree. 

So  he  with  like  defire  and  greater  care, 

Scckcs  her  that  foie  offorrow  can  him  free. 

He  enters  boldly  in  the  hollow  caue. 

Thinking ofher  fome  tidings  there  tohaue. 
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The  entrance  ftraite  and  narrow  was  to  pafle , 

Going  downe  flepps  into  a place  profound, 
Wheras  acertaine  faire young Ladic was. 

Kept  by  fome  ouclawcs,prifher  vndcr  ground. 


Her  bcautic  did  the  common  fort  furpalTc, 

Sofarre  as  fcant  her  march  was  to  be  found. 

So  as  that  darke  andfohtatieden. 

Might  feeme  to  be  a paradife  as  then. 

6S 

On  her  an  aged  woman  there  did  waitc,  7^^  womam 

The  which  (as  oft  with  women  doth  befall)]  w-w  Gabrma,  of 
About  fome  matter  of  but  little  waight,  whom  you  heart 

Did  happen  at  that  time  to  chide  and  brail, 
Bucwhentheyfawalfraungcrcomming,  ftraitc  ' 

They  held  their  peaces  and  were  quiet  all: 

Orlando  doth  ialute  them  with  good  grace. 

And  they  do  bid  him  welcome  to  the  place. 
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Then  after  common  words  of  fiilutation, 

Although  at  fiiftofhim  they  were  aft'raid, 

Y et  ft raighc  he  enterd  in  examination. 

By  whom  in  that  fame  caue  they  had  bene  ftaid?.’ 

And  who  they  were  info  vnfcemly  falhion. 

That  kept  a comly  and  a noble  maid? 

Saying  he  faw  it  written  in  her  face. 

Her  nurture  and  her  lynage  were  not  bafe, 
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She  told  him  ftraight  how  long  ftic  thcrehadbeene. 

And  by  what  hap  fhehad  beene  thither  brought. 

Amid  her  words  the  fichs  do  pafle  betweene,  ^ 

The  corail  and  the  perle  by  nature  wrought, 

Sweete  teares  vpon  her  tender  cheeks  were  fecn. 

That  came  from  fountaine  ofher  bitter  thouglit; 

But  foft,  left  1 ihould  do  the  reader  wrong, 

1 ehd  this  booke,  that  cUe  would  be  to  long. 


In  that  Angelica  rvouldhaite  chofen  Sicta^untbefore  Or]andovi>e  may  mtehort)  rromefor  the  mtfif’art  in  their  clooife  Moral. 
fallow  rather  fome  friuat  refpeSl,thenthe  truerrorthofthe  men  that  offer  themfelues  at  tl>eirdeuotion.lnihatj),etcohf  avoay 
tin  htlmit  triih.pnrpcfe  to  mahp  fport  with  itjtlwugh  at  laji  Orlando  hy  that  meaner  lofl  it  again?}  her  will^twe  m/^  fee  that 
things  done  in  iefi  eft  lurnrto  erntfl  : and  therefore  that  excellent  rule  ofcittilitie  n euirmoreto  hetfpt 
. . Play  with  me  and  hurt  me  nor, 

left  with  me  and  fhame  me  not. 

Hiftoric.  In  the  ^uarrell  l'e"we:nc  Orlando  and  Ferraw,  may  fee  the  common  original}  of all  quarrels : namely  fxnor^w  omen. 

0/TerraW  I fpa't^  in  the  fit?}  booltp  ofhu  firength  and  flaturefjut  whether  it  be  trae^or  might  be  true  that  htf  bodiejhould 
be  made  imperuirahle  by  forcerit  and  witchcraft^  l ean  neither  ajfrme  it  wat fo,  nor  maintain  that  it  could pojjiblie  be  fo  ;yet 
I kpow  fome  thathdeeue  the  contra-,  ie,  and(ae  they  tlnnle')rpon  goodgrounds : and fome  fay  it  u a gr  eat  praSlife  in  Ireland^ 
to  charme  git  dies  and  the  lil^,  perfwading  men  that  while  they  weare  them , they  cannot  be  hurt  with  any  weapon;  and  who 
can  tell  whether  the  diiell  may  nctfmetimeprttecl  fome  of  his  fern  ants  ? hut  one  notable  example  I hone  hard  tendingmuch 
to  this  effebl.lKonc  Ogc(<<  notable  rehell  of  I relandyiauing  tak(n  in  a -vile  and  trecloerous  Tar  lee, ny  valient  cofen  fir  Hen- 
ric  Haringcon  ptifoner, had  one  night  h.s  caben  or  little  houtllwhere  he  lay  ^befet  with  one  hundred fouldiers  of  thefaidfir 
Henrie  hn  band:  meaning  to  refeue  their  captaine  by  force,  fith  the  r>bclsdemaunds  for  hii  dcliueiie  werefuch,  as  fir  Hen- 
rie  himfdfe  (being  his  prifcner')  would  not  cendifeend  vnto : hut  would  rather  hazard  Ins  life  as  he  knew  hefculd.  I fay  thefe 
hundred  men  well  appointed,  befet  the  hoife  firongy,  beingmade  of  nothing  but  hardels  and  durt,yet  the  yiUen  ,f  r they  could 
get  in,  gat  vp  in  hisfijirt,  and  gone  the  Igiight  xiiii  wounds  verie  deadly,  and  after  gate  t horow  them  all  without  hurt,  where 
a moufe  almofi  could  not  hauegot  betweene  themiand  1 haiie  heard  it  affirmed  in  I reland, i hat  it  was  with  metre  witchcraft, 
.allegoric.  In  the  pallace,  where  euerie  one  hath  that  he  lUpthbeJi  prefent'd  vnto  himyet  no  man  can  enity  it, is  to  be  vnderficod that 

helhatfoUowes  his  owne  yaine  dsfires  without  the  rule  of  reafon,fjaUeuer  runneaftray  and  neuer  attaint  to  the  true  con- 
tentment he  defires. 

In  Orlando  ^WFcrraw  he  alludes  to  thefightof  Cygnus  <i«i/ Achilles, vr/w  were  both  inlikpfortfainedtoJhWe  bent 
imiolahle. 
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THE  ARGVMENT. 

Orhmdo  heares  Zerbynos  lone  to  tel/. 

Her  flrange  miffortune  and  her  hard  adtterter: 
T hefe  otitlawes  that  in  that  Z'ajl  cane  did drotll, 
Orlando  hangd  that  had  w prifbn pent  her. 

'Br adamant  though  Melina  did  her  tell. 

At  lant  as  frauds  yet  doth  his  P allace  enter, 
tv  here  fe  is  fiaid  by  force  of At  lant  s charmes, 
while  Agramant  mttUers  his  men  ofarmes. 


VL!l\'cntrous  were  the 
noble  knights  of  old, 
And  worthie  that  their 
fame  fhould  ay  endure 
That  diirft  with  valiant 
heart,  & courage  bold, 
Findc  out  in  dens  & pla- 
ces allobfcure. 

Such  as  in  courts  we  now 
but  fee  Id  behold. 
Ladies  ofbeautic,  mind  and  manners  pure ; 

As  erft  I told  you  how  0r/4»d<)  found , 

A brauc  young  Ladie  hidden  vndcr  ground, 
z 

Now  in  my  former  matter  toproceed, 

I fay  vvhenhehad  vewdher  perfon  well. 

And  markxher  face  and  hauiour  with  great  heed, 
He  dotli  reqiicft  the  damicllfaire  to  tell. 

Who  was  die  author  oflbfbulcadccd. 

To  force  her  in  fo  vnfit  place  to  dwell; 

And  flic  as  plaine  and  briefly  as  flie  can. 

In  tliis  fweetefort  herwoful!  (pecch  began. 

3 

Moft  worthy  loiight  (flic  faid)  although  I know. 

That  I fliall  buy  my  1}kcc1i  toyou  full  dcare, 

(For  fure  I am,  this  womanhere  will  fliow, 
bly  words  to  him  tliat  lirft  didplac;  me  heare) 
Truth  I will  tell,  though  truth  enercafe  mv  woe. 
And  make  him  looke  on  me  with  angrie  chearc; 

SemtfHt.  Difpairc  hath  cuer  daunger  all  contemned. 

What  fliould  flic  fcare  that  is  eu’n  now  condem- 

4 (aed. 

I am  that  ifabel  tliat  fometime  was, 


Daugiitcrmoft  dcare  vnto  thekingofSpaine, 

* Well  did  I fay  I w as,  for  now  alas, 

I am  the  child  of  anguifli  and  ofpainc: 

Lone, only  louc,this  great  chage  brought  to pafle 
Loiie,  only  louc, of  tliee  I may  coniplauic. 

That  flattring  alwayes  in  thy  firft  beginnings, 

Yccld’ft  certaine  Ioffe  in  ftced  of  hoped  winnings  Smtencf. 
$ 

Then  in  good  Rate  I fpent  my  happic  dayes. 

Noble  and  young,  honeft  and  nch,and  faire. 

Now  bafcjdcfpifed,  poorc,  and  wanting  prayes: 

Dround  Hi  a dungeon  of  moft  deepe  difpairc. 

Thus  louc  throws  downe,  whom  fortune  hie  doth  Sentence. 
And  marrs  the  fport  in  which  he  is  a plaire:  (raife 
He  that  in  art  of  loue  did  (how  his  skill,  Ouit. 

Saith  loue  and  maieftie  agrees  but  ill.  Senunct, 

6 

But  tliatiplainely  may  declare  my  minde, 

Thus  it  fell  out;  my  father  twclu’months  fince. 

To  make  a famous  triumph  had  aflignd, 

Vnto  the  wliich  came  many  a Lord  and  Prince: 

Now  whether  likmg  did  mine  eyes  fo  blind. 

Or  that  his  vertue  did  itfclfeconuince: 

Zerhin  (me  thought)  thekingof  Scotlands  fonne. 

In  this  fame  triumph  honor  cheefe  had  wonne. 

7 

The  palling  feates  of  armes  I faw  him  do. 

In  which  he  was  compared  with  the  beft. 

His  perfon  and  his  beautie  ioynd  therto. 

In  which  he  far  furpafled  all  the  reft. 

Caufed  that  he  no  foonerdid  mewooe. 

But  I as  quickly  graunted  his  requeft: 

Interpre  ters  nor  other  means  none  wanted. 

To  make  the  feeds  to  grow  chat  loue  had  planted. 

When 
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Smtfice.  Quid, 
^on  caret  tf- 
je£tu  ^ucd  vtl- 
nere  dttu. 

Sir  Vhillip  Sid, 
madt  itthtu. 
torvlynolele- 
Jiican  that  pre- 
uetti,  tairhuh 
twa panics  cnee 
gust  full  (tnfit. 


When  as  thefe  fcafts  and  folcmnc  fliows  were  ended 
My  Zerbin  backe  againc  to  Scotland  hafted. 
Wherewith  how  grieiioufly  I was  offended. 

Well  may  yon  gueffe  if  cucr  lone  you  tafted, 

But  he  that  cannot  be  to  much  commended. 
Whole  loue  to  me  nolefle  in  abfence  lafted. 

With  purpofc  & with  ptomife  firmc  to  marry  me, 
fluded  all  mcanes  away  ficm  hence  to  came  me. 

9 

Twere  vainche  thought  to  aske  me  of  my  fire, 
(^Zerbin  a Chriftcn,  I a Sarazine) 

Our  countriclawcomrarid  that  defire  j 
To  which  cur  Icucsfo  wholly  did  cncline. 

This  feat  doth  fome  new  ftratagem  require. 

More  hccdfull,  fecret,circumfpeft  and  fine; 
When  loue  hath  knit  i wo  harts  in  perfite  vnitie, 

1 hey  feldome  failc  to  finde  their  oporiunitie. 

10 

An  houfe  of  great  eftate  in  Bayon  towne. 

My  father  had  with  gardens  fweete  and  faire. 

In  which  with  large  defeents  ftill  going  downe, 
Vnto  a riuer  comes  the  garden  ftaire. 

Here  (if  ill  fortune  on  vs  do  notfrowne) 

He  meanes  when  1 Ihallwalketo  take  the  airCj 
Soone  tofurprife  mCjWalking  in  an  ally. 

And  fo  conu  ay  me  to  his  armed  gaily. 

II 

But  fith  with  him  the  cafe  did  then  fo  ftand. 

Not  to  be  prefent  at  this  enrerprife. 

He  fent  me  letters  written  with  his  handj 
By  Oderik^  of  By  skie  fto  u t and  wife. 

Expert  infeiuice  both  offea  and  land. 

And  wills  me  do  as  he  Ihould  me  aduife  j 
Whofe  faithhe  nothing  doubteth  to  befoimd. 

As  one  to  him  by  benefices  much  bound, 
iz 

This  firmc  and  faft,and  fure  oblyged  frend. 

Of  proued  courage,  value  and  of  skill, 

Againft  the  time  appointed  he  doth  fend: 

And  I that  for  their  comming  looked  ftill, 
Againft  the  time  appointed  did  defeend, 

Togiuc  him  fcopetoworke  his  maftcrswill: 
And  he  accordingly  came  vnefpidc, 

Witli  armed  men  vndcr  the  garden  fide. 

I feeing  them  ,my  fclfe  moft  fearcfullfainc. 

They  feeing  mc,foone  of  their  purpofe  4>ed, 
Thofe  that  refiftance  made  forthwith  were  flaine. 
Others  affeard  and  faint  like  cowards  fled. 

The  reft  with  me  asprifners  doremainc  5 
Then  ftraight  we  were  vnto  the  gaily  led. 

And  gon  fo  farre  we  could  not  be  recotiered. 
Before  my  father  had  the  faft  difcouercd. 

Of  this  departure  I my  fclfe  was  glad. 

In  hope  er  longby  Zerbin  to  haue  found. 

But  loe  a fbdaine  tempeft  made  vs  fad. 

And  neare  to  Rochell  almoft  had  vs  dround. 

The  mafter  of  the  fliip  no  cunning  had. 

To  keepe  die  kcele  from  ftnking  on  the  ground: 
It  booted  not  againft  the  wanes  to  ftriue, 

Vpon  ftiarpe  rocks  die  tempeft  dodi  vs  driue. 


If 

Invaineitwas  topull downe  all  ourfailcs. 

And  on  theforcbord  clofe  to  couch  the  maft, 
Nopaine  againft  the  ragingfcaprcuailcs. 

On  land  we  looke  cch  minute  to  be  caft: 

Diuine  helpc  oft  doth  come,whcn  humane  failcs, 
Andwhen  in  rcafon  all  releefc  is  paft. 

For  doubdeffe  1 do  deeme  by  powrc  dcuine. 

We  were  preferued  in  diisdaungcrous  time. 

16 

The  Byfkin  that  the  daungerw'ell  dothnott?, 
Meancth  a delprat  remedie  to  trie. 

He  flraightway  launcheth  out  the  little  bote. 

He  and  two  more  go  downe  therein  and  I, 

This  done,  he  cuts  the  rope  andlcts  her  flotc, 
Thretning  with  naked  fword  that  he  ftiotild  die, 

, 1 hat  durft  prcftimc  to  giue  fo  bold  aduentcr, 
Againft  our  wills  into  the  bote  to  enter. 

17 

The  rope  now  cut  away  the  bote  was  carried. 

By  force  ofwaiies  vnto  the  ftiallow  ftiore. 

And  by  great  fortune  none  ofvs  mifcarricd. 

So  great  a plunge  1 neticr  fcapt  before. 

But  they  (poore  foulcs)  that  in  the  gaily  tarried. 
Were  dround,theveflell  quire  inpeeces  tore. 
Where  though  my  Icfleof  ftuffe  &iewels  gricu’d 
My  hope  to  lee  my  Zerbin  ftill  rclieu’d  me.  (me, 

18 

Now  being  com.etoland  (inlucklcflehourc) 
Trtifting  alone  to  dircftion, 

Loue  (that  doth  etierloue  to  ftiew  his  powre. 

In  tempring  and  diftempring  cur  affeftion) 

My  good  to  ill,  my  fweet  doth  tume  to  fower. 

My  nope  to  hurt, my  health  into  infeftion: 

He  inwhofe  truft,Zfr&»fomuchrelyeth, 
Freezeth  in  faith,  and  in  new  fancie  fricth. 

whether  on  feabord  firft  this  humor  grew. 

Or  elfe  he  moued  was  with  newoccafion, 
Tohaue  me  here  alone  with  fofinall  crew. 

As  from  his  will  I could  not  make  euafion. 

He  bids  all  faith  and  honeftie  adew, 

Yeclding  himfclfe  vnto  this  foule  peilwafion. 
And  that  he  may  his  pleafure  finely  warrant. 

He  fends  the  feruancs  of  a flecuelelfe  arrant. 

20 

Two  men  there  were  that  had  fo  luckie  lor. 

With  vs  into  the  fhipboat  to  defeend. 

One  hieht./^/»^owo, by  birth  aScot, 

A valiant  man,and2eri(««  tniftie  frend, 

Odrib^  tels  him  that  it  befeemed  not. 

So  few  vpon  a Princes  to  attend. 

And  that  the  daughter  of  the  king  of  Spainc, 
Should  go  on  foote  and  with  fofmalla  traine, 

21 

Wherefore  he  wilheth  him  to  go  before, 

ToRochel  there  apalfrietoprouidc, 

A nd  hy  re  fome  men,  a dozen  or  a fcore. 

Me  to  my  lodging  mannerly  to  guide; 
,/ilniomowcnt,  then  was  there  left  no  more. 

But  Cereb,  one  of  wit  and  courage  tridc, 

In  whom  the  Byskin  put  the  more  affiance, 
Becaufe  that  he  was  one  ofhis  alyance. 
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iz 

Yet  long  heleemd  in  doubtful!  minde  to  houer, 
Paine  if  he  could,  he  would  hauc  rid  him  thence 
A t laftjhe  thinkes  fo  faft  a friend  and  louer. 

Will  with  his  friends  iniquitie  difpence. 
Wherefore  he  doth  to  him  his  mind  difeouer. 
Hoping  that  he  would  funher  his  offence, 
Seiftenee.  And  doasfriendsinourdayeshaueafafhion. 
Further  their  pleafure  more  then  reputation. 

But  hewhofc  honeft  minde  could  not  fuppofe. 
That  Oderikf  had  had  fo  little  grace. 

The  faft  not  only  threatens  to  difclofe. 

But  calls  him  falfe  and  traitor  to  his  face: 

From  bitter  words  vnto  more  bitter  bloes. 

They  came  and  fought  togither  in  the  place: 
And  I in  this  profpeft  no  whit  delighting, 

Fled  to  the  wood  while  they  two  were  a fighting. 
24 

Betweene  them  two  the  combat  was  not  long, 
Butloe,  the  wotfer  caufe  the  betterfped. 
Whether  he  were  more  skilfull  or  more  ftrong, 
Odril;^  doth  lay  Ccrebo  there  for  ded. 

That  donc,he  runs  the  woods  and  feme  among, 
Ouid.  Mitatn.  And  foUowes  faft  the  way  that  1 had  fled, 

umen  tup-  1 thinke  that  he  god  Cufiids  wings  did  borrow, 

guitur  fenu  ad-  made  fuch  haft  to  haften  on  my  forrow. 

iutus  amoriitti-  2^ 

"hicj^jtler  dl*  made  me  fwift,  for  fore  I was  affraid, 
timrt.  Loue  made  him  fwifter  runne  to  ouertake  me. 

Then  fore  againft  my  will  my  courfe  he  ftaid, 
Then  fundrily  both  foule  and  faire  helpake  me. 
Sometime  he  promifed,  fometime  he  praid, 
Ouiddefapii.  Somtime  he  threated  he  by  force  would  make  me- 

^hotlK^to^re-  iiiitjWith  gifts, w threts he  oft  did proue me, 

etbuf^mtnuj,.  With fuit,  with  giftes,  with  tlireats  he  nought  did 

SXtc prece  ntc  i6  (moueme. 

fTKiunec  mouct  gut  when  he  could  not  with  his  words  preuailc, 

♦/ 1 tnmu.  refolue  no  farther  time  to  ftay. 

With  open  force  he  dien  did  me  aflaile. 

As  doth  a hungrie  beare  ceafe  on  his  pray: 

And  I defended  me  with  tooth  and  naile. 

And  cries  and  skreekes,  and  all  the  wayes  I may. 
Nor  was  1 in  mine  owne  defence  aft’erd, 

T o fcratch  his  eyes,  and  pull  away  liis  herd. 

“7 

I know  not  if  it  were  my  skreech  and  cric. 

That  might  haue  well  bene  hard  a league  & more 
Or  ifit  were  their  vfc  that  dwell  there  by, 

To  come  to  leeke  fome  (hipwrackes  on  the  fhorc. 
But  ftraight  vpon  the  hill  we  might  defcric. 

Come  toward  vs  of  companie  good  ftore; 

Which  makes  my  Byskie  man  away  tornnne. 

And  to  fiirceafe  his  enterprife  begunne. 
z8 

Tnutrb  Thus  this  vnlookt  for  crew,preferu’d  me  then. 

And  hinderd  him  of  his  vniuft  defirc: 

But  I was  Hiu’d,  as  is  the  flounder  when. 

He  leapeth  from  the  difh  into  the  fire: 

For  though  thefe  barbarous  and  fauage  men. 

To  touch  my  perfbn  did  not  once  afpire. 

No  vertuous  thought  did  breed  this  moderation. 
But  hope  of  gaine  and  greedie  inclination. 


29 

The  leader  of  this  miferable  band, 

Thinkcth  his  market  will  be  railed  much. 

In  felling  me,  when  men  fliall  vnderftand, 
Hefcls  amaidewhomnone  did  euer  tucb. 

And  now  1 heare  a merchant  is  in  hand. 

Of  him  to  buy  me  if  his  lucke  be  fuch. 

From  whom  into  the  Eaft  1 ftialj  be  fent. 

Where  to  the  Souldan  they  will  me  prefent. 

30 

And  in  this  fort  her  wofull  talc  flic  told. 

Mingled  with  fighes  and  tearcs  in  ruhill  fafliion, 
Expreffed  with  fuch  doleful!  words  as  would' 
Haue  moil’d  a ftonie  hart  to  take  compaflion: 

It  eafd  in  part  her  minde,  thus  to  vnfold 
The  bitter  caufe  of  her  vnpleafant  paflfion : 
Now  while  Orlando  to  this  tale  attended. 

The  crew  of  ca)  tiucs  to  the  caue  defeended. 

A barbarous  aad  foule  mifliapen  crew. 

Armed, one  with  a Ijiit,  one  with  a prong, 
Mouthes,  eyes  and  face,moft  vgly  were  to  vcw. 
One  had  no  nofe,  anothers  was  to  long. 

But  when  their  leader  fomwhat  nearer  drew. 
And  faw  Orlando  ftanding  there  among, 

T urning  to  his  companion  (lie  faid) 

Loe  here  a bird  for  whom  no  net  we  laid. 

32 

Then  to  the  Erie  he  faid,  I am  right  glad, 
Tofindeonelb  well  armed  in  my  caue. 

For  long  for  fciih  an  armor  long’d  I had. 

And  furely  now  this  I fiippofe  to  haue : 

How  thinke  you?  when  my  perfon  flialbc  clad 
With  this  your  cote,  fliall  I not  then  be  brauc? 
Wlierfore  good  fir,think  not  your  welcome  fcan^ 
That  come  fo  fitly  to  fupply  my  want. 

33 

Orlando  turning  with  a lower  finile 

Anfwcrd  his  armor  was  of  price  to  hyc. 

And  that  he  greatly  did  himfelfe  beguile. 

That  thought  of  him  his  armor  there  to  buy; 

And  as  they  nearer  came,  he  ftoopt  the  w hile, 
Andtooke  a brand  that  in  the  fire  didlyc. 

And  ftraight  he  threw  it  at  the  cay  tiues  head. 
And  laid  him  there  along  the  floorefor  dead. 


A fliort  thicke  plankc  ftood  on  a ferubby  poft. 
That  feru’d  than  for  a boord  to  drinke  and  ear, 
Thus  hke  a coight  at  them  Orlando  toft, 

And(for  the  fam#  foil  heauy  wasand  great;) 

It  fell  downe  there  among  them  to  their  coft. 
They  neuer  faw  before  fo  ftraunge  a feat: 

By  which  fcarfe'one  of  them  efcaped  harme. 

In  head,  in  leg,  in  breft,  in  fide  or  arme. 


So  fliall  you  fee  a countric  man  thactakes. 

In  time  oflpnng  a brickbat  or  a ftone. 

And  throwes  the  fame  vpon  a knot  oflhakes. 
That  lye  togidier  clufterd  all  in  one. 

How  great  a fpoilc  the  ftone  among  them  makes. 
And  fliofe  that  feape  how  quickly  they  be  gone: 
So  did  Orlando  with  thefe  peafants  play. 

That  glad  were  they  that  fcapt  to  runne  away. 

Thof« 
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Thofc  that  couMfcapc  me  heauic  tables  fall, 

Vnto  their  fectc  commended  their  defence, 
’Which  were  as  (Turbin  writs)but  fciien  in  all, 
\H'hich  feuen  were  ^ad  to  runne  away  fro  thence: 

I Jut  yet  their  flying  brought  the  hclpc  butfmall, 

6 h landa  mcancs  to  punilh  their  oflence, 

1 'heir  fectc,nor  yet  their  fcnce,could  the  fo  gard, 
Biut  that  he  brought  them  to  the  hanging  ward. 

. 37 

Now  when  the  forcfaid  aged  womanfaw, 

A1  ter  what  fort  thefefrends  of  hers  were  ferued, 
Sh  e was  afFeard,forwcll  flie  knew  by  law, 

Th  at  noleflc  punifbmcntflie  had  deferued, 

Fo  rthwithfroni  thence  (he  ftalc  away  for  aw. 

An  d vp  and  downe  the  defer  t wood  flic  fwarued, 
Vn;  nil  at  lafl:  a warrior  flout  her  met. 

But  who  it  was  1 may  not  tell  as  yet. 

38 

The  tc  nderdamfell doihOtUndo  pray. 

Her  chaflitie  arid  honour  toproteft, 

Wh<  a made  her  go  with  him, and  from  that  day, 
Had  vnto  her  a Fatherly  relpeft: 

Now  1 as  they  wcnt,a  prifner  by  the  way, 

Thc}i  faw,whofe  name  I may  not  now  deteft; 
Now  fliould  1 fpcake  ofBradamant  by  right. 

Who  m erft  1 left  in  luch  a dolfiill  plight. 

The  vale  irous  Lady  lookinglong  in  vayne, 
Whemher  I{ogero  wouldtoher  returnc. 

Lay  in  Marliliato  the  Pagans  paync, 

Wnerc:  etiry  day  flie  did  the  fomc  flirowd  turtle. 
For  fomc  of  them  m Prouence  did  remayne, 

And  Laiigucdok  where  they  did  fpoile  and  burnc. 
Till  wi  tl  1 her  vallew  (he  did  them  rebuke. 
Supplying  place  of  captain  and  of  duke. 
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Nowon  a clay  as  flie  fat  flill  and  mufed. 

The  time  of  his  appointment  long  expired. 
Doubting  left  flic  by  him  might  be  abufed, 
Orthather  cotrpanichenotdefired. 

And  often  whom  flie  blaitnd,  flic  ftraight  excufed. 
Thus  while  with  careful  thought  her  (elf  flic  tired, 
Mehjft  whom  (he  thought:  not  to  be  neare  her. 
Came fuddenly,of purp<9fefor  to  cheare  her. 
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With  pleafant  countenaunce  Melijfa  fage, 

JMuchhkc  to  thofe  that  carry  welcome  newes * 
Wils  hcr,hcr  caufcleffe  forrow  to  alfwagc. 

And  good  H^gtros  abfence  doth  exctift. 

Swearing  that  (he  durft  lay  her  life  to  gage. 

He  would  not  abfent  be, if  he  might  chufc. 

And  that  he  did  now  in  his  promifchault. 

Was  not  by  his  but  by  an  others  fault; 
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Whcrforc(quoth  (he)  get  you  to  horfeback  ftraight. 
If  you  would  fet  your  faithfull  louer  free. 

And  I my  felfe  intend  on  you  to  way  t. 

Till  you  his  prifon  with  your  eye  (hallfcc. 

Where  as  Atlanta, a ftraungc  deceyc 
Detained!  men, of  bafe  andhye  degree. 

Showing  by  ftraunge  illu  (ion  diftreft, 

Bach  one  thepartic  wbotnhe  loucthbeft. 
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Each  one  doth  deem  he  fees  in  great  diftreCTe, 

His  loue,hisfrcnd,his  fellow  or  his  page. 
According  as  mens  reafons  more  or  Iclfe, 

Are  weake  or  flrongfuch  paflionto  alfwagc. 
Thus  do  they  follow  this  their  foolilhguefle, 

Vntill  they  come  like  birdes  into  a cage. 

Searching  the  palJace  with  apenfiuehart. 

The  great  defirc  not  fufir  mg  them  to  part. 
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Now  thenffaid  (he)when  you  (hall  once  draw  nye, 
Wheras  this  fame  Nicromancer  doth  dwell. 

He  will  your  commingand  the  caufe  dcfcryc. 

And  to  delude  you^marke  me  what  I tell) 

He  flxaight  will  offer  there  vnto  your  eye. 

By  hc'pe  offome  inhabitants  of  hell, 
h^geioi  perfon,all  in  wofiiU  plight. 

As  though  he  had  bene  conquered  in  fight. 

4? 

And  ifyou  foll6w,thinkinghim  to  ayd. 

Then  will  he  (lay  you  as  he  doth  the  reft. 

But  kill  him  thtrfore,andbc  not  affrayd, 
Forfoyou  (hall your frend  deliuer  beft, 
Sofliallyour  foe  Atlanta  be  betrayd. 

In  his  owne  trap  when  as  he  lookcth  left. 

And  fcare  not  when  he  cometh  by  to  (Irikc  him  j 
Though  he  your  deare  rtfemblc,&  lookc  like  him. 

1 know  full  well  how  hard  twill  be  to  tryc, 

And  how  your  hart  will  faile,&  hand  will  tremble. 
When  you  (hall  go  about  to  make  one  dye. 

That  (hall  B^geros  (hap'e  lb  right  relemble: 

Butin  this  cafe  you  may  not  truftyour  eye. 

But  ail  your  (prits,and  forces  all  aflemble. 

For  this  alTure  you , ifyou  let  him  go. 

You  workc  your  owne  andyour  w6e. 
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The  Prouerbe  raith,one  that  is  warn’d  is  armd. 

The  which  owld  faw,doth  proue  by  due  conftru- 
That  thcy,y  after  warning  had  are  harmd,  (ftio. 
Did  ill  regard  or  fc.llow  good  inftruftion, 

Now  Bradamant  rides  to  the  place  (b  charmd. 
Vowing  that  old  Magicians  deflrudion. 

And  that  they  may  die  tedious  way  bygtiile. 
They  (pend  the  time  in  pleafant  talke  while. 
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And  oft  Melyjja  doth  to  her  repeat, 

1 he  names  of  thofe  that  (hould  be  her  poftcritic. 
That  (hould  in  force, & deedes  of  armes  be  great. 
But  greater  in  Religion  and  finceritic, 
Atcheiuing  many  a ftraunge  and  worthy  feat, 

A nd  vfe  both  hcad,&  hand,  with  great  dcxteritic. 
In  ruling  iuft,and  bountifiillin  giuing, 

Cfyiwin  figlitjand  faints  in  godly  lining, 
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Now  when  Melylfafttgc  fuch  things  did  (how. 

The  noble  Lady  modeftly  replidc, 

Sirh  God(quoth  (he)doth  geucyou  skill  to  kno\y, 
"I  he  things  that  (ball  irl  future  times  betide. 

And  meanes  on  me  (vnwortliy)  to  beftow. 

An  iflfue  fuch  as  few  (hall haue  befide, 

T ell  me  among  fo  many  men  of  name. 

Shall  there  no  woman  be  of  worthy  fame? 

1 iij 
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Yes  many  a one  (faid  flie)  both  chaft  and  wifcj 
Mothers  to  fuch  as  bcareimpcriallcrowncs, 
Fillers  and  llayes  of  roiall  famiiicsj 
Owners  of  realmes,  of  countries  and  of  towncs. 
Out  of  thy  bleflcd  oflpring  mull  arife. 

Such  as  (halbe  eii’n  m their  fober  gowncs. 

For  chafticie  and  modeftie  as  glorious. 

As  fliall  their  husbands  be  in  warre  viftorious. 

Nor  can  I well,  or  do  I now  entend, 

To  take  vpon  me  all  their  names  to  tell. 

For  then  my  Ijicech  would  neuerhaue  an  end, 

1 findefo  many  tliatdefeiue  fo  well. 

Only  1 meanc  a word  or  two  to  fpend. 

Of  one  or  two  that  do  tire  reft  cxcell ; 

Had  you  but  talkt  hereof  in  Merlins  caile. 

You  Ihould  haue  feene  the  fliapcs  that  tlicy  lhall 
5z  (hauc. 

Shall  I begin  with  her  whole  vertue  rare 
Shall  with  her  husband  hue  in  happie  ftrife. 
Whether  his  valient  aftionsmay  compare. 

Or  be  preferd  befor  her  honeft  life? 

He  fights  abroad  againft  king  Charles  at  Tare, 

She  Itaid  at  home  a chaft  and  fober  wife: 

T enclose  m fpending  chaft  her  dayes. 

As  worthy  as  Flyjfes  was  ofpraife. 
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Then  next  dame  Beatrice  the  wife  fomtime. 

Of  Lodvpickf  S/irye,furnamed  eke  the  More: 

Wife  anddifcreet,  and  knowne  without  all  crime. 
Of  fortunes  guifts  and  natures  hauing  ftore : 

Her  husband  lin'd  moft  happie  all  his  time. 

And  in  fuch  ftatc  as  few  had  liu’d  before; 

But  after  fell  from  being  duke  of  Millen, 

To  be  a captme  fetterdlike  a villen; 

To  pafle  the  famous  houfc  I ihould  be  fbric. 

Of  ^r<»®;ow,and  tliat  moft  worthy  queene, 

Whofc  match  in  neither  grecke  norlatine  ftoric. 
Or  any  writer  elfe  harheuerbeene: 

And  full  to  perfite  her  moft  worthy  glorie. 

Three  worthy  children  lhall  ofher  be  fcenc. 

Of  who  the  heaucs  haue  pointed  her  die  mother, 
Ipiell  by  name,  Mlfonfo  and  his  brother. 

55 

As  filler  is  to  tinne,  as  gold  to  braffe 

As  rofes  are  to  flowres  and  herbs  mote  bale. 

As  diamonds  and  rubyes  arc  to  glalfe. 

As  cedars  arc  to  fallows;  in  like  cafe 
Shall  famous  Leonora  others  paffe. 

In  vertue, beautie,  modeftie  and  grace: 

But  aboue  all,  in  this  flic  lhall  excell, 

In  bringing  vp  her  children  pafling  well. 

5^ 

For  as  the  veflell  cuer  beares  a tail, 

Of  that  fame  iuyfc  whcrwith  it  firft  was  filled. 

And  as  in  fruitful!  ground  the  feed  growes  fall. 
That  firft  is  fowne  after  the  fame  is  tilled? 

So  looke  what  lore  in  youthfuHyeares  is  plaft. 

By  that  they  grow  the  worle  or  better  willed. 

When  as  they  come  to  manly  age  and  ftaiurc, 

Sith  education  is  another  nature. 


Then  next  her  ncecc,a  faire  and  famous  dame. 

That  bight  1 may  not  forget. 

Daughter  to  Lems  the  xij  king  of  that  name„ 
whom  of  the  Britcn  dutches  he  did  get ; 

Whofe  vertue  great  lhall  meritc  lafting  fan ic, 
while  fier  Ihalbe  warme  and  water  wet. 

While  wind  lhal  blow,&  eanh  Hand  firm  & found 
And  heau’njy  fphears  lhal  run  their  courfes  found 

IpalTe  all  thofc  thatpafl'e  all  thefe  fome  dealc, 
Whofc  foules  afpinng  to  anhyer  praife, 

Defpifing  pompe  and  eafcjand  woildly  wca  Jc, 

In  facredrytes  lhall  fpend  their  blclfed  day  es? 
Whofe  hearts  and  holy  lone  and  godly  zeal  e. 

To  hcau’nly  loycs,  fro  earthly  thoughts  Ih  al  raife. 
That  to  good  V k;  toptayrc^i  .Ipureditiiniiic, 
Shall c./if  ‘ ■ ■ cii  lilies  and  them  virginitie. 
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Thus  doth  Melyff,:  ynto  her  difcoiirfe, 

Ofthofe  Ihould  .ornc hereafter  'fherfccd. 

And  while  they  tailiedoft  by  cn^  ■ onrfe , 

They  in  their  iournt  onward  d'  , eci  I, 

And  oftentimes  Melyffahvh  rcc  le, 

To  will  her  of./^rl4flf4  take  great  hc'  i. 

And  Icaft  Ihe  Ihouldwitli  faint&  foolifli  'feindnesj 
Be  led  vnwares  in  error  and  in  blindnr . 

So 

Now  when  they  nearc  approched  to  thepl.n 
Then  Bradamant  departed  from  her  guid>t. 

And  after  Ihc  had  rode  a little  Ipacc, 

She  faw  one  brought  wiih hands  togithc  j tide. 
Exceeding  like  I{ogero  in  the  face. 

In  voice,  m ftaturc,  hcarc  and  all  befidit: 

Bound  fall  with  chaines  bctwecnc  two  gy’ants  led, 
Thatihrettend  him  erlong  he  Ihould  bcjded. 

6i 

jButwhen  the  damfell  faw  within  her  vew. 

The  lamentable  ftate  and  hard  condition, 

Ofhim  whofc  face  flie  certaine  tliought  (he  knew. 
She  chaungeth  ftraightc  her  truft  into  fulpicion. 
Doubting  Melyjfa  of  lb  me  mallice  new. 

Or  hidden  hate  had  giu’n  her  fuch  commift'ion. 

To  make  Bggero  for  a gircaterfpite. 

Be  flaine  by  her  in  whom  he  doth  delight. 
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Is  not  this  he  (thus  to  her  felfe  fhe  Ipakc) 

Whom  ftill  mine  heart  andnowmine  eyes  do  fee? 

If  my  l{pgero  I can  fo  mrftake, 

I neuer  lhall  haue  knowledge  which  is  he; 

Eitlier  1 dreamc  and  am  not  now  awake. 

Or  elfe  no  doubt  it  can  none  other  be, 

Melyfjd?  what,  may  not  Melyjfalyc  r 
Shall  1 beleeue  her  tale,and  not  mine  eye? 

<^3 

Now  while  thatthus  (he  thought,  and  thus  Ihc  faid. 
And  in  this  vnwife  doubt  did  thus  perfeuer; 

She  thought  (he  hard  him  fpe^e  and  aske  for  aid. 
Saying  (my  louc)  afl'ift  me  now  or  neuerj 
What  lhall  I in  thy  fight  be  fo  betraide  ? 

Doeft  thou  forfake  me?  then  farewell  for  cuer: 
Thefe  vnkind  words  her  heart  lb  greatly  daunted. 
She  follow  es  him  into  the  houfc  incluunted. 

No 
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With  flindric  thrccds  a man  had  nccde  to  wcauc> 

To  make  fo  large  a web  as!  intend, 

Wherforc  all  other  matters  I muftlcaue. 

Of  ^jtramant  a litlc  time  tolpend? 

Who  lorcly  at  the  Hour  dc  luce  did  heaue. 

And  all  his  might  to  mar  the  fame  did  bend, 
Sending  for  men  to  AftrickcandtoSpaine, 
Thofe  to  fupply  that  in  the  Held  were  llaine. 
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Thus  all  on  war  his  heart  was  v/hoUyfixr, 

His  new  ftipplies  wi.h  fundric  captains  led, 

Were  come,  with  men  of  fundrie  nations  mixt. 
With  whom  that  no  diforder  may  be  bred, 

A day  for  vewsand  mufterswasprefixr. 

That  cu’rie  one  might  know  his  guide  andhed. 
Then  fell  they  to  their  niuftiingand  their  vcwing. 
As  lhalbe  lliewd  you  in  tlic  booke  enfuing. 
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No  Iboncr  was  flic  ciiterd  in  the  gate, 

But  that  the  common  error  her  polTeft, 

Wandring  about  the  houfe  betimes  and  late. 

Nor  night  nor  day  flic  taketh  anic  reftj 
The  ftrange  inchantmet brought  her  in  thatftate 
That  though  flie  faw  the  man  mat  lou’d  her  beft. 

And  fjiakc  with  him,  and  met  him  cu’rie  howrc, 

To  know  die  tone  the  tother  had  no  powre. 

But  let  not  now  die  reader  be  dilpleafed. 

Although  I leauc  her  in  this  charmed  place, 

I meane  er  long  her  trauell  (hall  be  eafed. 

And  (lie  (hall  fee  and  know  Hagens  face. 

Eu’n  as  the  tail  with  diuerfc  meats  is  plcafed. 

So  thinkclby  thisltoricin  like  cafe. 

The  frendly  readcrlhail  be  Icflc  annexed. 

If  with  one  matter  longhc  be  not  cloj^ed. 

InthUtragicall  di/courfe  oflfabdU  (^for  it  h in  conclufion  anexcellent  trageJie  )young  Lotties  may  takethi^g'ioJlejfcn,  Morall 
that  though  they  mahf  choife  efmoji  worthie  men  (as  Ifabella  did^yet  if  it  be  tvithout  their  parents  good  will,  it  leliame  pt  of- 
fers, but  is  full  ofdiuerfe  mifaduentures  and  baXards,  that  many  times  he  the  caufeof their  viter  rume.  1 n that  Odenke  gi- 
sseth  place  to  his  difordinatluf,  forgetting  all  faith  and  loyaltie , we  may  note  thefrailtie  of  young  men  , and  what  ynft  tutors 
they  are  for  fuch  charges, who  whenth^bauebroltpiallthebandsoffaiihandhoneJiie,tbey  thin!~f  notwitbfandingthey  haue 
mad/  . ft‘j]:cient  estcufefortbe  matter  ,ifthey  may  lay  the fault  vpon  (fauingyourreuerence)  Cupid.  /uCorebo,  that 
trou'  'notbewonnetoconfentto  hisjrends  defire  info  foule  amatter,  We  may  tak^  a good  example  of  faith  and  loyaltie , that 
mufi . 'eithes-  fir  friendjhip  nor  kinredyeeldto  any  difoonorahle  afl.ln  the  execution  ^tlx  theeues  we  may  learne,  that  fuch  an 
end  IS  fit  for  men  thatliueby  rooberie  and Jpoile,  and  wiUtak^  no  honefl  trauell for  their  lining,  asfit(to-vfe  the  old prouerbe') 

M a rope  -.i  f-,-  a theefe, 

Tbenotablewomenthatarefi>commendedbyMchffainthisbool<,e,wereofthehoufeof'FcirttT3i,andmanyofther/!Wor-  j,- 

thie  this  exqnifite  pratfe  that  is  hereginen  t hem.T  he fir  ft  he  jpeakfs  of is  the  Dnchejfe  o/Mantua,  wlnfe  husband  had  a great  * 

yiflorie  atT are  a riuer  of  Italie,againft  Charles  the  eight  of  France.  Ariofto  therfore  compares  her  ehapitiejwith  this  vi- 
florie,  accordingto  that  excellent  wife  faying,  It  is  a greater  vertne  to  conquer  ones  owne  afieflions  then  to  win  cities, 

Beatrice  wife  to  Lodwicke  Sforze  of  whom  in  the  three  and  thirtieth  booke  there  is  more  fayd,  otiy  hire  he  notes  (which 
was  true  in  deed)  that  during  his  wiues  life  he  lined  more  happie  then  lx  did  after;  for  at  her  death  began  Ins  miferie. 

Hercules  ofEfle  maried  Alfonfos  daughter, of  whom  he  had  Alfonfo,  Hipp  olito  and  Ifabcl'a. 

Concerning  Renata,Lewis  the  xij.lqrg  o'^  France  maried  the  Dnchejfe  ofBritaigne,  and  had  by  heriffue  thu  Renata,  one 
of whofe  ofjpring  was  after  matched  into  the  houfe  of AHftria,fo  as  that  Dukedome  is  in  great  danger  to  begotten  by  the  Spa- 
niards,now  that  line  of  France  that  came  of the  elder  Jifler  is  extmguified.  But  this  is  beftde  the  bookp,  onely  / thought  gold  to 
touch  the  particuiarfiocke  of  Tome  of  tbefe  famous  women, that  my  ^ uthor  fo  much  extolleth:  as  1 haue  my  felf  read  of  fame 
of  them  in  Guicciardin  Frances  Vlloa  that  wraie  the  life  of  Charles  the  fift  in  Italian:  and  this  I will  note  withall, 
that  my  uluthor  doth  withgreat  diferetion  commend  three  Jpeciall  yeitues  in  the  women  of  the  Ixufe  ofEfie.  Fir  ft  deuoticn, 
for  lx  alledgeth  that  marry  of  them  entred  into  religicn,and  liued  all  their  time  deuoutly, which  he  fraifeih  chiefly, though  in  the 
laft  place,  fayir^.  I paffc  all  thofe  that  palTe  all  thefe  fome  dcall.  TSlextchafinie.  Penelope  in  (jiending  chart  her 
dayes,  as  worthie  as  Vly  (Tes  was  of  Thirdly  education  of  children,  as  sslikfwife  touched  before  in  another  place. 

The  vertues  that  in  women  merit  praife, 

Arclbber  (hows  without,  chart  thoughts  within. 

True  faith  and  due  obedience  to  their  make. 

And  of  their  child  ren  honert  care  to  take. 

Bradamant,  that  after  Mely  (fas  warning  giuen  vnto  her  o/ A tlantas  Ulufion,  yet  U earied  away  it  ith  the  fight  o/Ro-  Allcgorie. 
gcro  falfly  reprefehted  rnto  her  : fignifiesby  allegorie,  that  a Chrifiian , hauing  receaued  ghofily  counfell  for  the  health  of  his 
jpiile,and  is  infiiufledintrue  beleefe,yet  after  , when  the  world  and  his  ownegrojfe  fence  reprefents  ynto  him  fame  contrarie 
imaginations,  he  thinl^es  MclilTa  ( that  is,  the  preacher  or  infirufler)  doth  but  abufe  him,  and  tell  him  a tale  of  Robinhood, 
and  fo  th^  are  earied  into  the  deuilspallace,  where  they  find  nothing  but JJ.adoWs  and  illufions, 
where  Orlando  takes  yp  afirebrand,^  kfled  one  of theoutlawes  therwithft  alludes  to  two  likp  matters  in  Ou  id.  1 2. Met-  Allufion, 
Ecce  rapit  medijs  flagrantem  Rhetus  ab  aris, 

Primitium  torrem  dextraqu  e a parte  Charaxi 
Tempotaperfringit. — .^nd  in  the  xlj. of  Virg  ]. 

Obuius  ambuftum  torrem  Corincus  ab  ara 
Cornpit,  & venienti  ebu(b  plagamque  ferenti, 

Occupat  os  flammis.  I.'li  ingens  barba  rcluxit 
Nidoremque  ambuila  dedit. — 

I iii} 
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THE  ARGVMENT. 
Agramant  mufirmg  of  his  men,  doth  mijfe 
T Tvo  hands  that  by  Orlando  late  veere  flaine^ 
Aiandrtcard  vovses  to  be  reuengd  of  this. 

Bat  by  the  way  he  haps  to  entertatne, 

*I)ame  Dorahcewhofe  beautievcas  his  blijfe. 
An  Angellbrutgs%enaldo  and  his  traine 
Vnjeene,  there  where  the  Pagans  did  encampe. 
And pndeth  dtfcord  to  the  T urktfh  campe. 


Jnthe  i.boohjt  it 
iiiuennt>tedh<nv 
Charlemaiue  lojl 
the  field  at  Sur- 
eUlitfince  which 
time  thy  kept 
thetowne,a»d 
durftnotcmeto 
Jet  battelL 

Thu  ^Ifefowas 
DukeoJ  Ferrara 
•fwhohejpeakes 
in  the  f.bookfire 
tbarto  Hipoliio, 
*OfhubatteU 
hike  GutccMr- 
idtn , 

’iythehonur  of 
guilded  Fpur  and 
hilt  u vnderfiood 
knighthood. 
*PepeIuliogaue 
for  hit  ermesthe 
eke  with  akornt 
of  gold. 

lThekingof.A- 
ragos  cuXoriwat 
jeUeve  and  red. 


Mong  the  fierce  aflaulcsj 
and  crucU  blocs. 

That  France  hath  felt  fro 
Aft’ricke  & fr5  Spaine 
In  which  fo  manie  men 
fed  wolucs  and  crocs. 
That  were  on  both  fides 
in  the  battell  flainc. 
Although  the  frechwcrc 
foiled  by  their  foes. 
That  long  they  came  not  to  the  field  againc, 

Yet  was  this  foile  fore  to  the  Pagans  coft. 

For  diuerfe  Lords  and  Princes  that  they  loft. 

■L 

So  bloodie  was  the  viftorie  they  gate. 

That  fcant  this  ioy  did  counteruailc  that  wo. 

And  if  we  may  compare  thmgs  done  of  late, 
(Noble  Alfons)io  tilings  done  long  ago, 

Rauenn'as  fall  by  fortune  or  by  fate. 

In  whicl)  your  vertue  great  did  flourifti  fo. 
Winning  foe  * field  fo  bloodie  and  fo  hard, 

W ith  this  of  theirs  may  iuftly  be  compard. 
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For  when  foe  fouldiers  of  the  Spanifti  band. 

Whom  then  the  Pope  retained  in  his  pay. 

Had  almoft  got  the  viftorie  in  hand. 

The  French  men  readie now  to  runne  away. 
Thou  camft  tofuccour  with  thatnoble  ban^ 
Ofvaliant  youths  that  merited  that  day. 

The  honor  of  foe  guilded  Ipur  and  hilt. 

In  recompence  of  blood  fo  brauely  Ipilt. 
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Sodidft  thou  brufc  the  *akorns  rich  of  gold. 

So  didft  thou  breake  thcjl  yellow  ftaffe  and  red. 


So  didft  thou  then  the  flour  dc  luce  vphold. 

When  as  the  captaine  was  in  battell  ded. 

For  which  the  laurell  crowne  they  ware  of  old. 

By  iuft  defert  bclongeth  to  thy hedj 

And  Ciuill  cr  owne,no  lefle  in  honor  precious. 

For  fauing  vnto  Rome  her  ownc  Fabridus. 
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Coloma  namd  a coUum  true  in  deed , 

Vnto  the  ftatc  of  Rome  and  Bomane  name. 
Whom  you  by  value  tooke,  and  fau’d  by  meed. 

By  which  more  honor  n uc  and  worchie  fame, 
Vnto  your  felfeyou  did  procure  and  breed. 

Then  in  the  ouercommingailtiiat  came 
From  Aragon,from  Caftilland  Nauar, 

For  all  their  Ip  cars  and  new  deuifed  car. 
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Now  though  we  all  our  lines  and  frifcics  ow, 

To  you  rhat  this  great  conqueft  did  atcheeuc. 

Yet  our  fide  did  rcceatic  fo  great  a blow. 

As  fcarce  that  ioy  this  forow  doth  relceuc: 

And  that  the  Dames  of  France  moft  plainly  fhow. 
Whom  this  fo  bloodie  triumph  ftiU  doth  grecue, 
WitnelTc  their  widdows  in  their  mourning  gowns, 
And  watrie  eys  in  villages  and  towns. 
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King  Lews  of  France  had  need  in  time  prepare. 

For  captains  new  to  thefe  vnnily  bands. 

That  wickedly  without  all  fcare  or  care. 

Of  laws  of  God,  of  nature,  or  oflands. 

No  fort,  nor  fex,  nor  age/ior  order  fpare. 

From  force  of  their  vnehaft  and  bloodie  hands. 
Chrifts  bodie  in  foe  facrament  they  tare  it. 

To  bear  c away  the  filucr  place  diat  barcit. 


The  tauretly  the 
ancient  Komans 
wot  gtue  to  lane 
that  had  /lain  or 
take  aboue  5000 
in  battell. 

Qutca  corona 
woi  hit  thatfa- 
uedafili\-nof 
’Horne. 


Inlhi  battel  the 
Spaniards  deut- 
fedtohaue  men 
placed  m cam, 
and  driulng  the 
wioleilyon  their 
enemies  di/orde- 
red them. 


Foptwatflaine 
at  tbn  baltell. 
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GuiccUrdJufits  Wretched  Rauenna  better  had  it  becnc. 


tittwnetht  difof- 
den  of  the  fout- 
diers  at  the /aelft 
ofT^mantt. 


Thtflatesof 
Spa-ne  arehere 
fet  down  in  theft 
WtefieTf, 


That  thou  the  French  fliouldft  not  at  all  refift, 
Thou  mightft  by  Brefcy  haue  bene  warnd  I wecnc 
Now  thou  a warning  art  for  fuch  as  lift. 

To  ihunne  like  loflcby  thy  miftiapsfoifccnej 
Not  flubbumJy  in  follie  to  perfiftj 
So  Riminy  and  Faens  were  preferu  ed, 

By  marking  m what  fort  thou  hadft  bene  ferued. 
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As  now  king  Lews  (I  fay)had  need  to  fend, 

New  captains  to  liipply  their  rooms  were  dedj 
So  then  the  Pagan  Princes  did  intend, 

T o fee  their  men  from  fundrie  countries  led. 

And  all  diforders  and  defefts  to  mend. 

To  point  them  captains  that  do  lacke  a hed, 

Firft  then  Marjilw  all  his  foiildiers  veweth, 
hnAJ^ramatit  next  after  him  enfeweth. 

lO 

The  chiefe  of  thofe  are  of  Marfilios  trainc. 

Are  firft  the  Catalins,  men  of  great  land. 

And  of  the  beft  and  ncblcft  blood  of  Spaine: 

T he  next  that  do  to  them  in  order  ftand. 

Are  of  N au  ar,  whofc  king  was  lately  Hainc 
At  Burdels  by  vdiant  hand, 

Marjiho  fore  laments  the  forie  cafe. 

And  pointeih  //t/(Vfupp!y  his  place. 

II 

Ifaiyledefirom  BnRf'etnt  gouerneth  thofe  ofLion, 
to  vnderfiand  for  tli’Algarbys  doth prouidc, 

/Tr* Marjiltos brothct called Faljkon, 

talle!  **  Doth  thofe  oflell'crCaftill  rule  and  guide: 

1 hole  of  Mallaga  do  attend  vpbn 
MadraJJe,  fo  dodi  Ciuill  all  befide. 

There  where  as  Betis  water  fo  abounds. 

As  all  about  it  makes  them  frutftill  grounds. 

iz 

7'efiyra,Betricottd  ind  Stordilan 

Vnto  the  field  do  bring  their  forces  in, 

Granado  this,  Maioncke  he  hath  tanc. 

The  fii  ft  to  rule  in  Lisbon  doth  begin. 

Where  Irfti.nlatc  was  brought  vnto  hisbane, 
Teffynt  vnto  Larbin  next  ofkiii, 

Thofe  of  Gallicia  Serpentine  doth  guide, 

Euer  llnce  Markold  in  battell  dide. 
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Thofe  ofToledo  and  ofCalatraue, 

Whom  Synagon  did  leade  not  long  agoc. 

Now  AZ-tta/iy?  their  gouerment  muft  haue, 

Becaufe  that  he  was  flame  by  Chriftenfoe, 

Then  Tifardin  a man  in  battell  brauc. 

With  all  the  band  of  Salamance  doth  goe. 

With  manie  other  fculdicrs  of  Pagenzd, 

Of  Auila,  Zamorra,  and  Palenxa. 

14 

Thofe  of  the  court  and  of  Marfilios  traine. 

With  ilrofe  of  Saragofc,  Ferraw  doth  guide, 

The  chiefeft  floure  and  the  chiefe  force  of  Spaine 
W ell  armd,  well  hor ftjwell  furnifhed  befide. 

With  wh&  two  kings  that  late  had  loft  their  raine, 
Morgant  and  M alfatife  did  there  abide. 

And  in  the  ftatcofpriuate  men  remained. 

And  were  by  him  moft  frcndly  entertained. 


FerraW, 


ly 

The  name  of  manie  a Duke  and  Lord  and  knight, 
Forbrcuitiel  purpofe  toomit, 

5uch  as  were  ftout  and  hardie  men  in  fight. 

Such  as  were  wife  and  politicke  in  wir, 

With  th’Erle  of  Sagunt  ^rchidant  that  hight, 
Langiranj  ^sr.mirant  and  Malngif, 

There  was  great  Fnlhrcn  M4r/»//oj  baftard. 

That  in  that  fight  did  ihew  him  felfenodaftard. 
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After  the  Spanifli  hoft  was  vewd  andpaft, 

Before  k.ng  Mgramant,  the  next  that  came. 

Was  one  that  all  the  reft  in  ftauirepaft, 

The  goueincur  and  king  of  great  Oranc, 

Then  came  a band  whofe  leader  fir.all  cimepaft. 
At  Burdels  field  was  brought  r nto  his  bane. 
Lamenting  that  the  kingofGaramant, 

Was  cor.ijuerd  by  the  Ladie  Bradamant. 

Then  came  the  third, and  that  a hcadlcfle  crew, 
Whofc  captaine  was  in  battell  flainc. 

To  this,  the  fecondjand  the  fourth,  anew 
King doth  leaders  frefli  ordaine. 

But  few  there  were  that  for  ihele  rooms  didfew’, 
So  few  fufficient  men  there  did  remaine: 

Buraldo  and  Migonio  for  the  beft. 

And  he  chofe  among  the  reft. 

Then  came  BruneUo  with  a chearlefle  face. 

And  looke  for  fhame  ftiJl  fixed  on  the  ground. 

For  late  he  fell  in  ^^amants  difgrace. 

Who  doubted  that  his  faith  had  not  bene  found. 
Ear  fince  he  went  vnto  th’inchaunted  place. 
Where  to  a tree  Dame  Bradamant  him  bouni 
Bccaufe  he  loft  his  ring, whofc  Ioffe  fb  grieu  ed  him 
That  though  he  told  him  true  he  not  belicucd  him 
i9 

But  Ifolir  the  brother  of  Ferraw^ 

That  was  the  firft  that  found  him  and  vntide  him, 
Auoucht  to  ylgramant  the  thing  he  faw. 

How  there  by  force  fomc  enemie  had  tide  him. 
So  as  the  king  his  anger  did  withdraw. 

Although  hencuer  after  well  couldbidchim. 
Swearing  the  next  offence  that  he  committed. 
An  halter  flrould  vnto  his  neckc  be  fitted. 
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With  thole  of  Elperic  came  Soridano, 

And  Doriion  did  come  with  thofe  ofSet, 

With  thofe  of  N afomanie  Vrnfiano. 

Kin^\yigricalt  ^monios  charge  did  get, 

Malabufers  came  with  them  of  Fifano, 

The  reft  doth  Finadare  in  order  fet, 

Ballaftro  thofe  that  foUowd  erft  T ardoceoy 
Thofe  of  Canaria  and  of  Morocco. 

From  Mulga  and  Arfilla  others  came. 

The  firft  their  former  captaineftill  doth  hold, 
Vnto  the  next  the  king  a new  doth  name. 

One  Corinette  a truftie  man  and  bold. 

Then  Baliueffe  a man  of  euill  fame, 

Clarindo  next  of  whom  great  deeds  are  told, 

Sobrino  next  a man  of  elder  age. 

In  all  the  campe  was  none  more  wife  and  fage, 


^framlts  mu. 

ferof^frUis. 

Kote  that  thu 
veurd.  pajl.it 
ifed  in  three 
fundru  femes, 
os  J !]  lut  fet 
don  He  in  the 
opologie. 


BnntUe, 


Of  thu  leeltie. 
fore  PI  the  hegm. 
mngeftbtpu. 
boole. 


Sobrlito, 


Thofe 


OF  ORLANDO  FVRIOSO. 
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* T^dmnonta 
Tutablt  Tstrl{t  of 
whom  much  tn- 
fuetbwiht  too\, 
Ht  was  l^ing  of 
mAlgirt,^  u cal~ 
ttdjomumc 
^ire,ortbe  Sar- 


'Before 

ut  the  Utter  tied. 


Maeuimard, 


tz 

Thofc  ofGctulia  came  with  mmedont. 

With  Maribaldo  thofc  of  Bolga  went, 

Andthofe  of  Cofea  came  with  Brt/w/'owf, 

Their  former  Lord  his  life  in  battcll  fpent. 

Then  came  die  king  of  Algier  * hodomont^ 

That  lately  into  Turkic  had  bene  fent. 

To  bring  fome  new  (lipplies  of  horfe  and  men. 

And  backe  againe  was  new  rcturnd  as  dicn. 

In  all  die  campe  was  not  a man  more  flout. 

In  all  the  campe  was  not  a man  more  ftrong, 

Nor  one  of  who  the  French  flood  more  in  doubt. 
Was  there  theTurkifli  armie  all  amongj 
In  .Adamants  nor  in  Marfilios  rout, 

Nor  all  the  followers  did  to  them  belong. 

Befidc  he  was(which  made  them  dred  him  chiefe) 
The  grcatcfl  cncmic  to  our  bcliefc. 
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Then  VulUm  came,  a gallant  king , 

And  Agrammtes  coufen  DardaneSly 
Whether  fbmeowle  did  at  their  window  fing, 

Or  other  lucklcffc  bird  I cannot  tell. 

As  oft  wefee  it  is  anvfuall  thing. 

That  fome  prefage  ones  mifchiefic  fhall  fortellj 
cut  fure  It  was  prefixt  inheau’n  on  hyc. 

What  time  & hour  next  day  they  both  fhould  dye. 

Now  all  their  bands  were  muflerd  fauing  two, 

Thofe  of  Noritia  and  of  Tremifen, 

Y.in^Agramant  doih.  maruell  what  they  do. 

He  knows  not  where  to  heare  of  them  nor  when: 
Now  as  he  was  difpatching  hereunto. 

Some  meflenger,  behold  one  of  the  men, 
Thatferu’d  the  king  of  Tremifen,  in  haft 
Came  and  difeouerd  all  chat  had  bene  paft. 
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Sir  king  (quoth  he)  by  fortune  and  illchauncc, 

The  noble  kings  Alfird  and  Manilard, 

Happend  to  meet  a cruell  knight  of  France, 

While  with  their  bands  they  uaueld  hither  ward, 
Heouerchrewthemboth,(oh  hard  mifchauncc) 
And  kild,and  fpoild,and  draue  away  their  guard. 
And  fure  (quoth  he)  I thinke  his  force  is  luch. 

To  all  your  campe  he  would  haue  done  as  mucli. 
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Among  the  reft  that'to  this  tale  gauc  eare. 

There  was  a Prince  that  late  from  Aftricke  came, 
Towhomking  great  lone  didbearc. 

And  Mandricardo  was  the  Princes  name. 

His  heart  was  flout  and  far  from  any  feare, 
Hisbodie  ftrong  and  able  to  the  fame. 

And  that  which  greaceft  glorie  did  him  yceld. 

He  had  in  Soric  conquerd  Htflors  fheeld. 
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Now  that  the  meflenger  his  tale  had  donne. 

Which  made  the  hearers  hearts  for  forow  cold. 
This  valiant  Prince  Vm^A^ketnes  fonne, 

Straight  was  refolu’d(withheart  and  courage  bold 
That  to  Win  praife  no  paine  did  euer  fhonne) 
Although  his  purpofe  fecret  he  did  hold, 

Tobe  rcuengedon  this bloodie knight. 

That  had  fo  many  flainc  and  put  to  flight . 


. ^9 

He  askc  the  meflenger  what  cloths  he  ware. 

And  in  what  cou  llord  garments  he  was  clad? 

Blackc  (quoth  the  melfcngcr)  his  rayments  arc. 

No  plume  nor  brauerie  his  helmet  had: 

And  true  it  was, Or/Ww inward  care. 

That  made  his  heart  fo  forowfull  and  fad, 

Caufd  that  his  armor  and  his  open  ihocs, 

Had  like  refemblance  of  his  inward  woes. 
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MarfiUo  had  before  a day  or  twainc, 

Giu’n  vnto  Mandricard  a gallant  ftccd. 

His  coullor  bay,  but  blackc  his  taile  and  mainc. 
Of  Frizland  was  the  dame  that  did  him  breed, 
Theficr  was  avillanbraueofSpaine:  (fpeed, 

On  this  braue  beaft  this  braue  man  mounts  with 
Swearing  he  will  not  to  the  campe  turne  backe. 

Till  he  had  found  the  champion  all  in  blackc. 
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He  meets  the  fillie  people  in  the  way. 

Halting,  or  may  md,  or  weeping  for  their  frends, 
Their  wofull  looks,  their  fcarfull  harts  bewray, 

( Weeping  in  fuch  a lofle  butfmall  amends) 

But  when  he  came  where  the  dead  bodies  lay. 

In  vewing  of  their  wounds  fome  time  he  fpends. 
As  witnefles  of  his  ftrong  hand  that  gauc  them. 
Him  be  enuies,  and  pities  them  thacnauc  them. 

Eu’n  as  a wolfc,  by  pinching  famin  led, 

That  in  the  field  a carren  beaft  doth  fynd , 

On  which  before  the  dogs  and  rau’ns  haue  fed. 
And  nothing  left  but  homes  and  bones  bchynd. 
Stands  ftiU,  andgazech  on  the  carkafle  ded: 

So  at  this  fight  the  pagan  Prince  repynd. 

And  curfeth  oft,  and  calls  him  fclfc  a beaft. 

For  commmg  tardie  to  fo  rich  a feaft. 

But  when  the  mourning  knight  not  here  he  found. 
From  thence  he  traueld  many  a weric  mile, 

Vntill  he  found  a medow  compaft  round. 

With  running  ftreames  that  almoft  made  an  ile. 
Leaning  a fmall  entrance  of  folid  ground, 

Wliich  guarded  was  with  armed  men  that  while. 
Of  whom  the  Pagan  asketh  why  they  Hand, 

To  guard  the  place  with  weapons  in  their  hand, 
.34  . 

Their  captainc  viewing  well  his  braue  attire. 
Thinking  he  was  a man  of  great  regard, 

Sayd  that  king  Stordilano  did  them  hire. 

Into  thefe  parts  his  daughter  dcare  to  guard, 
Spoufd  to  the  king  of  Sarza  by  her  fire. 

Who  fhortly  for  the  marriage  prepard: 

And  here  (quoth  he)  we  do  this  paflage  kcepe, 
Thatnonc  may  trouble  her  while  fhe  dothfleepe. 

To  morow  to  the  campe  we  mind  to  go. 

Where  fhe  vnto  her  father  (hall  bchrought. 

Who  mc.ines  on  I{gdomant  her  to  beftow , 

By  whom  this  noble  match  is  greatly  fought. 

Now  when  the  captainc  had  him  anfwcrdfo. 

This  Prince  that  fetteth  all  the  world  at  nought, 
Why  then  (quoth  he)this  may  d belike  isfaire, 

I pray  thee  caufeher  hither  to  repsure. 


Look^e  hero  fin 
the  Alluftan. 


fAraee  ofhorfet 
iaSpaine  tCalied 
villtndiSpagNa 
inferior  to  the 
Gtnuet. 


Stmilt, 


Dernlytt, 
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My  haft  is  great,  but  were  it  greater  far. 

Yet  would  1 ftay  to  fee  a p rettic  m aid; 

Alas  you  mifl'e  your  marke,your  aime  dotharr, 
(Gentle  lir  foole)  to  him  the  captaine  faid: 

Thus  firft  they  gan  with  bitter  words  to  lar. 

And  then  from  blowes  bu  t little  time  they  ftaid, 
For  ftraight  the  prince  did  fet  his  Ipeare  in  reft. 
And  linote  therwith  the  captain  through  the  breft 
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And  ftraightwayes  he  recouered  his  Ipeare, 

And  at  the  next  that  came  therwith  doth  runne. 
For  why  none  other  weapon  he  did  w care. 

Since  he  the  Troian  H eClon  armor  wonne. 

At  what  time  he  moft  fclemnly  did  livcare. 

To  win  the  fword  worne  by  T raianos  fonne, 

Cald  DHrhidan,  a blade  of  temper  rare. 

That  HeClor  erft,  and  now  Orlando  bare. 

Great  was  the  force  of  this  Tartarian  knight. 

That  with  his  fpeare  and  weapon  none  beiide, 
Durft  with  fo  many  ioynd  togithcr  fight? 

Yet  fees  he  fpurs  to  horfe,  and  ftoutly  cridc. 
Where  is  a man  that  dare  withftand  my  might. 
Who  dares  forbid  me  where  Uift  to  ride? 

And  with  that  fpeare  himfclfe  he  fo  befturd. 

That  fmall  preuaild  againft  him  bill  or  fwori 

But  when  his  Ipeare  in  peeces  burft  he  faw, 

The  crunchen  huge  he  takes  in  both  hishands> 
His  blowes  were  fuch.not  blood  but  life  to  draw. 
All  dead  or  fled, not  one  his  force  withftands ; 
SimiU.  As  Ebrew  Samfon  witli  the  ACfes  iaw, 

Heapt  vpon  heapes  the  proud  Philiften  bands, 
SoM atidrkard fmote  oft  with  lb  great  force. 

As  one  ftroke  kild  both  horfman  and  his  horfe. 
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Now  though  they  tooke  this  thing  in  high  difdaine, 

T o be  thus  conquerd  wicli  a broken  Iticke, 

Yet  when  they  learned  had  vnto  their  paine, 

It  was  in  vaine  againft  the  wall  to  kickc. 

Though  vnreiicnged  lie  their  fellowes  flaine. 

They  leaue  the  dead,  rather  then  loofc  the  quick: 
But  he  lb  eagerwas  to  kill  and  flay. 

That  fcant  he  fufferd  one  to  fcape  away, 

41 

Smile.  And  as  the  reeds  in  mariflies  and  lakes. 

Quid,  y rg  kttts  Dridc  with  the  funne,  or  ftubble  in  die  field, 

fiipuUitmpta  When  as  by  hap  the  fire  among  it  takes, 

0 Kwenfiit  Cannotitfelfe,  againft  that  furie  flieeld; 

Eu’n  fo  this  crew  ,but  fmall  refiftance  makes. 

And  cu’n  of  force  is  driu’n  atlaft  toyceld, 
Andleaucher  vndefended  to  their  fliame. 

For  whofc  defence  they  from  Granata  came. 

41 

Now  when  the  paflage  open  did  appeare, 

Hehaftens  in  the  Ladie  faire  to  Ice, 

Whom  he  doth  findein  fad  and  mourning  cheare 
Leaning  her  chearlefle  head  againft  a tree, 

Down  her  faire  cheeks  ran  ftreams  of  criftal  clear 
She  makes  fuch  mone  as  greater  could  not  be, 
Andin  her  countenance  was  plainly  ftiowne. 
Sorrow  for  others  harmes,  feare  of  her  owne. 


Her  feai  e encrcaft  when  as  he  nearer  drew. 

With  vifage  fterne  and  all  witli  blood  diftaincd. 

The  cries  were  great  cf  her  andofher  crew. 

That  to  their  gods  of  their  ill  haps  complained, 

For  why,  befide  the  guard  w horn  late  he  flew, 

Shehad.that  priuatly  with  her  remained, 

Laund’rers  and  nurfes, playfellows  and  teachers. 

Learned  Phifitions,  andheathnifh  preachers. 
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Now  when  the  Pagan  prince  faw  that  faire  face, 

Whofc  fairer  was  not  to  be  found  in  Spainc, 

He  thinks  if  weeping  giuc  her  fuch  a grace. 

What  flie  will  be  w'hcn  ihc  fliall  fmile  againc? 

He  deemeth  Paradifenot  like  this  place. 

And  of  his  viftoric  he  feekes  this  game,; 

To  haue  his  prifner  fufter  him  to  wooc  her, 

Andyecld  himfelfe  a prifoncr  vnto  her. 

45 

Howbe’t  he  maketh  her  againft  her  mind, 

Vpon  her  ambling nagge  with  him  to  ride. 

Her  mafters  maids,  and  feruants  left  behind, 

Promifing  them  he  will  for  her  prouidc. 

He  will  bcferuitor,and  nurfc,  and  hind. 

And  playfellow,  and  gouernor,  and  guide;:  ^ 

' Adew  my  friends  (quoth  he)  I you  enlarge. 

For  of  your  Miftres  1 will  take  the  charge. 

4d 

The  wofiill  folke  mournmg  depait  away, 

Wichfcalding  fighs,cold  hearts  and  watric  eyes. 

And  <Mic  vnto  another  thus  diey  fay. 

How  deepe  reueng  will  her  ftout  Ipculc  deuife, 

How  will  he  rage  to  leefe  fb  faire  a pray? 

Oh  that  hehadbecne  at  this  enterprife,  (ter 
No  doubt  but  he  would  quickly  wreak  this  flaugh- 
And  bring  againeking  5tord»/<wj(wdaiightcr. 

47 

Of  this  faire  pray  the  prince  was  well  appaid. 

Which  fortune  gate  him  ioyned  to  liis  might. 

And  now  it  feemd  his  h aft  was  well  alaid. 

That  late  he  made  to  meete  the  mourning  knight 
Before  he  rode  in  poft,  but  now  he  ftaid, 

Bethinking  where  to  reft  himfclfe  that  night. 

To  finde  a place  was  now  his  whole  defire. 

Where  he  might  quench  his  lately  kindled  fire. 

48 

And  firft  to  comfort  and  aflwage  the  paine, 

Of  Ladle  Dor^/yce  (fo  was  her  name) 

He  frames  a tale  and  moft  thereof doth  faine. 

Swearing  that  he  allured  by  her  fame, 

Had  purpoftly  forfooke  his  home  and  raigne,  Msuidrieari, 

And  for  her  loue  into  thefe  quarters  came,  Horabch 

Not  that  he  ought  to  France  & Spainc  thatducty 
But  only  to  die  beames  ofher  rare  beautie, 

4? 

Ifloue  deferueth  loue  (quoth  he)  then  I, 

Deferueyour  liking  that  hauelou’dyou  long, 

If  ftocke  you  do  efteeme,  my  ftocke  is  hie, 

Sith  I am  fonne  to  Agrican  the  ftrong, 

^Ifftate  may  ftand  inftced  who  can  denie, 

Onely  toGodourhomage  doth  belong? 

If  valew  in  your  choife  be  of  behoofc, 

I thinke  this  day  thereof  I haue  fbowdproofe. 

Thcf« 
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Thefc  words  and  fuch  as  louc  had  then  him  taught. 
Lending  him  eloquence  to  ferue  his  turne, 

So  fwcctly  in  her  tender  fencie  wrought. 

That  in  a litle  while  fhe  ceaft  to  mourne. 

And  firft  her  fear  e afl'wag’d , & then  her  thought, 
A pleafing  Iboke  doth  to  her  eye  returne. 

By  which  the  Prince  ( in  loue  no  nouice)  guep. 
That  flic  cr  long,  would  graunt  him  his  requeft. 
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Now  doth  the  niglit  approch  and  Vhebus  face. 

In  Ocean  fca  begins  it  felfe  to  hide. 

The  which  did  caufe  the  fomwhat  med  their  pace 
And  on  their  way  with  greater  ^eed  to  ride: 

And  now  they  traucld  had  but  litle  fpace, 

When  firft  a fmoke  and  then  alight  they  Ijiide, 
The  came  they  where  they  heardy  bandogs  bark. 
When  as  the  aire  was  now  obfeure  and  dark. 

A fewpoore  cotages  where  heardmen  dwell. 

They  find,  and  there  together  they  allight, 

The  houfes  poore,  but  fuch  as  vene  well. 

Might  feme  them  to  repofe  them  for  a nightj 
Their  fare  was  meane,  fit  hunger  to  expell. 

To  which  the  heardmen  frendly  them  inuitc, 

As  curtefie  oftimes  in  Ample  bowrs. 

Is  found  as  great  as  in  the  ftately  towrs. 

^ , n 

But  after  flipper  what  did  paffe  betweene, 

Dame  Dor4/jc«  and  hairc. 

Cannot  be  told,  becaule  it  was  not  fecne. 

But  they  may  gueflre,that  haiie  with  Ladies  faire. 
By  night  alone  in  place  conuenient  becnc. 
Where  to  difturbe  them  no  man  did  repairc. 

I doubt  he  did  not  fo  his  pafTion  bridle. 

To  let  fo  faire  a dame  lye  by  him  idle. 

54  1 

But  fure  I am  when  day  light  did  appeare. 

They  both  afofe  meric  and  well  contait. 

And  thankt  the  heardme  for  their  frendly  chearc. 
And  fo  from  thdnce  they  both  together  went. 
Vntill  they  came  vnto  a riuer  cleare. 

Before  the  forenoon  of  the  day  was  (pent. 

And  riding  downe  along  the  riuer  fide. 

Two  horfemen  with  a damfell  they  clpide. 

55 

But  let  them  go,for  why  mine  high  conceatcj 
Forbiddeth  me  long  m one  path  to  tred. 

And  calls  me backe  of  ^gramant  to  treate. 

Who  being  newly  troubled  in  his  hed, 

Toheare  there  werefro  Englandfuccours  great, 
Vnder  the  Conduft  of  Ronaldo  led. 

To  counfell  calld  the  Princes  fage  and  wife. 

Some  reamedie  for  mifehiefe  to  deuifc. 

5<? 

They  all  conclude  the  next  enfiiingday. 

With  fcaling  ladders  on  the  walks  to  mount. 

Left  daungers  new  be  bred  by  long  delay. 

And  fuccoiirs  frefh  hinder  their  firft  account: 
Thus  ^gramant^  thus  doth  Marfilh  fay, 

Sobrim  fage,  and  cruell  I{odom»r<ntj 
Who  to|deftroy  Paris  alone  doth  threat. 

And  to  pull  downe  the  Ctcrcd  Romane  feat. 
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And  to  this  end  they  ftraight  prouidc  in  haft. 
Innumerable  ladders  apt  to  fcall, 

W ith  timber  towrs  vpon  great  whcelcs  lb  plaft. 

As  that  they  may  approchc  the  citie  wall. 

From  whence  they  may  brode  bridges  fafely  caft. 
And  pafl'e  without  all  ieopardie  to  fall. 

And  throw  their  balls,  compaft  of  firie  matter. 
Then  haue  they  rams, the  walls  to  brufc  & batter. 
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But  Charles,  the  day  that  went  before  that  day. 

The  Panims  ment  to  do  their  worft  and  beft, 
CaufedthePriefts  and  Friers  mafle  to  fay, 
Caufed  the  people  all  to  be  confeft. 

And  humbly  pr  oftrate  vnto  God  to  pray. 

Pardon  andpitie  them  that  were  oppreft^ 

And  then  they  all  receau’d  the  Chriften  vnion. 
The  blelTed  facrament,  that  high  communion. 

59 

Him  felfe  with  Lords  and  Barons  of  great  fame, 

(An  humble  fcarc  of  God  in  him  fo  wrought) 

In  perfon  publikly  perform es  the  fame. 

And  by  example,  others  duties  tought. 

And  calling  on  our  Sauiours  blelTed  name, 

O Lord  (laid  he)  though  I my  felfe  be  nought, 
Let  not  my  finne,  my  wickednelfe  and  ill, 

Moiie  thee  thy  faithfull  peoples  blood  to  Ip  ill. 

60 

And  if  it  be  thy  facred  will  (O  God) 

To  punifli  vs  for  our  fo  great  tranfgrelfion. 

And  makevsfcele  thy  hand  and  heauie  rod. 

At  leaft  defer  this  plague  and  iuft  oppreflion. 
That  by  thy  foes  w e be  not  ou  er  trod, 

W c that  of  thy  true  faith  do  make  profelfion. 

Left  they  blaipheme  thy  name  (weoiierthrowne) 
And  fay  thou  couldeft  not  defend  thine  owne. 

61 

So  fhall  our  fall  make  them  thy  law  delpile. 

So  fliall  their  wicked  number  ftill  increafe. 

So  fliall  the  powre  of  Babylon  arife. 

So  fliall  thy  facraments  and  Golpell  ceafe, 

Looke  on  this  people  Lord  with  gracious  eyes, 
Turne  foiles  andwarresto  viftories  andpeace. 
That  when  thefe  dogs  and  runnegats  be  daunted. 
Thy  tombe  and  temple  may  be  dayly  haunted; 

6z 

Alas  our  merits  are  of  none  elTcft, 

To  pay  a portion  of  our  grieuous  debt. 

Except  thy  grace  our  weakneffe  fo  proted, 

That  our  mifdeeds  out  of  thy  fight  be  fet, 

Lord  heale  our  foules  with  grieuous  vice  infefl^ 
Forgiu  e our  faults,  ounerrors  all  forget. 

And  though  our  finnes  the  fands  in  number  palfc,' 
Yet  let  thy  mercies  greatneCfe  them  furpalfe. 

63 

Thus  prayd  the  Prince  moft  forowfull  and  fad. 

With  humblenerfc  of  heart  and  great  contrition. 
And  to  this  pray’r  he  then  a vow  doth  ad, 

Equall  to  his  eftate  and  high  condition. 

Nor  fmall  effeft  thefe  vowes  and  prayers  had. 

For  prefently  without  all  intermifllon. 

His  Angell  good  vp  to  our  Sauiour  mounted. 

And  there  his  vowes  and  prayers  all  recounted. 
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And  thoufand  pray’rs  aJ&c  at  that  fame  time. 

By  meflengers  alike  to  God  were  brought. 

When  loe  the  goodnes,and  the  powre  diuine. 
That  neuer  (hallpor  ncuer  vay  n e was  fou  ght. 

His  gracious  eare  doth  to  their  pray’r  encline, 

^ Thofewho  hemade,&wh6he  dcare had  bought. 

Then  to  the  Angell  Michael!  ftraight  he  bcckncd,. 
Who  not  a little  of  his  calling  rcckned. 

And  thus  he  faid,go  thither  ftraight  in  poft. 

Where  now  in  Picardie  the  Chriftens  land. 

And fo  toParis  guide  that  Englifli  hoft. 

Let  not  their  foes,their  comming  vnderftand. 
Silence  in  this  attempt  can  helpe  you  moft. 

Will  himjthis  enterprife  to  take  in  hand. 

This  done, then  fee  you  finde  dame  Difcord  out. 
And  will  her  haft  vnto  the  Pagan  rout. 
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And  charge  her  there  according  to  her  skill. 

Among  the  beft  tofowfuchfoule  diflenfion. 

That  they  may  one  the  other  wound  and  ki£. 

And  fill  their  camp  with  brawls  & with  contention 
Let  fome  men  like  their  entertainment  ill, 

And  grudge  becaufe  they  hatie  no  bigger  penfion 
And  let  them  al  fo  vane  out  of  ineafure. 

That  they  may  do  their  Prince  butlitlepleafure. 
67 

Theblefled  Angell  not  a word  replies. 

But  doth  his  makers  holy  will  obay , 

Foorthwith  eu’n  in  a moment  downe  he  flies. 

And  where  he  goes  the  clouds  do  fleet  away. 

But  by  the  way  h e thinks  and  doth  deuife. 

Of  eu’rie  place  where  Silence  find  he  may; 

Though  he  an  Angell  were  he  could  not  tell. 
Where  this  fame  enemie  of  Ipecch  dotli  dwell. 

68 

At  laft  he  fully  doth  him  felft  petfwadc, 

T o find  him  in  Ibme  houlcs  of  dcuocion. 

That  firft  for  life  monafticall  were  made> 

Where  godly  raen,de(i>irers  ofpromocion. 

Dwell  far  from  all  this  worldly  wicked  trade. 

With  minds  abhorring  flefh  and  fleflily  motion. 
Where  idle  words  fho'ild  counted  be  a fliamc. 

And  where  on  eu’ric  wall  they  write  his  name. 

Wherfore  into  an  Abbey  he  doth  go, 

Making  no  queftion  Silence  there  to  find. 

And  Peace,  and  Chantie  and  Loueallb, 

And  lowly  thoughts,  and  well  contented  mind, 
Butlbone  he  was  aware  it  was  notlbj 
All  contrarie  their  humors  were  enclind, 

Silence  in  that  fame  Abbey  doth  not  hoft, 

Ordy  his  name  was  written  on  a poft. 

70 

Tl u refreefe  «r  Nor  Quieineflc,  nor  Humblenefle,  nor  Peace, 
to  true  mmo/lof  Nor  Charitie,nor  Godly  loue  was  here. 

They  wcrromtimcs,butnoAf  thofe  times  do  ccafc 
NowCouetire,and  Eare,and  Belly  chore. 

Pride,  Enuie,  Slouth,  and  Anger  fo  increafe. 
Silence  is  banilhed  and  comes  not  nere. 

With  wonder  great  the  Angell  them  dothvew* 

And  findeth  Difcord  in  this  curfed  crew. 
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Her  whom  the  heau’nly  king  did  will  him  find,  Difcarcf. 

Next  after  Silence,  here  he  findeth  furft. 

To  feeke  her  out  in  hell  he  had  aflignd. 

Among  the  fpirits  damned  and  accurft. 

Sore  did  it  grieue  his  pure  vnipotted  mind. 

Where  he  expefted  beft,  to  find  them  woift. 

It  feemd  to  him  a thing  vneouth  and  ft*  aungc. 

In  facred  place  to  find  fo  great  a chaunge. 

71 

He  knew  her  by  her  weed  offundrie  hew. 

Patched  with  infinit  vnequall  lifts. 

Her  skin  in  fundrie  places  naked  vcw. 

At  diuerfe  rents  and  cuts,  he  may  that  lifts. 

Herhaire  was  gray,  and  red,  andblacke  .and  blue. 

And  hard,  andfcfr,in  laces  feme  fhe  twifts. 

Some  hangeth  down,vprighc  fome  ftadeth  ftaring 
As  ifeachhaire  with  other  had  bene  fquaring. 
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Her  lap  was  full  of  writs  and  of  citations. 

Of  procefles,  ofaAions  and  arrefts. 

Of  bills,  of  an(wers,and  of  replications. 

In  courts  ofDelegacs,and  of  requefts, 

Grieumg  the  Ample  fort  with  great  vexations: 

She  had  reforting  toher  as  her  guefts. 

Attending  on  her  circuits  and  her  ioumeys, 

Scriu’ners  and  darks,  lawyers  and  attumeys. 

The  Angel!  calleth  her,  and  bids  her  go, 

Vnto  the  Turks  as  faft  as  fhe  can  h/e, 

A mong  their  kings  fuch  feeds  of  ftrife  to  low. 

As  one  of  them  may  caufe  the  tothcr  dye : 

Then  he  demaundeth  her  if  fhe  do  know. 

Within  what  place  Silence  doth  vfc  to  lye. 

He  thought  that  fhe,  that  traueld  much  about. 

In  ftirring  ftrife  might  hap  to  find  him  out. 

71 

I cannot  call  to  mynd  (c;uothlhc)  as  yet, 

Thar  I hauc  talkt  with  Silence  any  time, 

Iheare  them  talke  ofhim;  and  praife  his  wit. 

And  fccretnefle  to  couer  anie  crime; 

But  my  companion  Fraud  can  ferue  you  fit,  Traud. 

For  fhe  hath  kept  him  companiefomtime. 

And  which  was  Fraud  fhe  pointeth  with  her  finger 
Then  hence  fhe  hies  and  doth  no  longer  linger. 

7^  , 

Fraud  fhewd  in  comly  clotlis  a louely  lookc,  DefiriptieH  of 

An  humble  caftof  eye,  a fober  pace,  iraud. 

And  fo  fweet  fpeech,a  man  might  her  haue  tooke. 

For  him  that  fayd,  haile  Marie  full  of  grace. 

But  all  the  reft  deformedly  did  looke. 

Full  ofali  filihineflc,  and  foule  difgrace. 

Hid  vnder  long  large  garments  that  fhe  ware, 

Vnder  the  which  a poifbnd  knife  fhe  bare! 

77 

The  Angell  askethherif  fhe  do  know. 

The  place  where  Silence  makes  his  habitation, 

Forlooth  (quoth  Fraud)  he  dwelled  long  ago. 

With  the  wife  fages  of  the  Greekifh  nation, 

Mrchytas  and  Titha^erofQ.  trow) 

That  chiefe  to  vertue  had  their  inclination. 

And  afterwardhe  /pent  thefe  latteryeers, 
yNithCarmclit  and  withSain&£e»»<r  ftiers. 

But 
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But  fincc  thcfe  old  Philolcphcrs  did  fade, 

And  thcfe  new  faints  their  faintlike  Lfe  did  chagc 
He  fought  new  places  for  his  moftauailc. 

And  fccrct  and  vnccrtainc  he  doth  range, 
"Somtime  with  theeues  that  true  men  do  affailc, 
Somtime  with  louers  tliat  delight  in  change, 
Semtime  with  traitors  he  doth  bide, and  fur der 
I faw  lum  late  with  one  that  did  a murder. 

19 

With  clippers  and  with  coygnershc  doth  ftay, 
Somtime  in  fecrct  dens  and  caues  obfeure. 

And  oft  he  chaungeth  places  day  by  day. 

For  long  he  cannot  in  a place  endure. 

But  I can  tcilyou  one  moft  readie  way. 

Where  you  to  find  him  out  lhali  be  moft  fure. 

Go  where  as  Slccpe  doth  dwcl!,and  out  of  doubt, 
At  midnightyou  ftiall  find  him  thcrabout. 

8o 

Though  Fraud  by  cufteme  vfe  to  lye, and  foyne 
Yet  was  this  tale  fo  euidently  trew. 

The  augell  now  no  longer  doth  remaync. 

But  with  his  golden  wings  away  ;he  flew. 

To  Arabic, w here  in  a country  plaync. 

Far  from  all  villages  and  Ciues  vew. 

There  lietli  a vale  with  wood^  fo  ouergrown, 
Aslcarce  atnoone  thcdayliglit  there  is  Ihown. 

Amid  this  darkc  thickc  wood,thcre  is  a caue, 

Whofc  tntratince  is  withluie  ouerfpread. 

They  haue  no  light, within,nor  none  they  crane. 
Here  Sleepe  dodi  couch  his  euerdroufic  head. 
And  Slouthlycs  by,that  Teems  the  goutc  to  haue. 
And  Idlen^s,  not  fo  well  taught  as  fed. 

They  point  Forgetfulnes  the  gate  to  keepe. 

That  none  come  in  nor  out  to  hinder  fleepe. 

She  knowes  no  names  of  menjnornone  will  leame. 
Their  meflages  (he  lift  not  vnderftand. 

She  knowes  nobufincs,doth  her  conceam. 
Silence  isfentinell  of  all  this  band. 

And  vnto  thofe  hecomming  doth  difeeam, 

T o come  no  neare,he  bcckcns  with  his  hand, 
Hetread(;throft,his  flioes  are  made  of  felt, 

His  garment  (hort,and  girded  with  a belt. 
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To  him  the  angcll  gothe,and  in  his  eare. 

Hotels  him  thusjlehoua  bids  you  guide 
J^W</o,with  thefucccuis  he  doth  bearc, 

ToParis  walls/o  as  they  be  not  fpide. 

Nor  let  the  Pagans  once  fulpeft,or  feare 
Their  comming,nor  for  it  at  all  protiide. 

And  let  them  heare  no  incling  of  thcfe  foes, 

Vntill  they  findc  their  force  and  feele  their  bloes. 
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Silence  noanfivere  made,butwith  his  head. 

He  made  a figne,as  who  fliould  fay  he  w ould. 

And  with  the  angell  ftraight  him  felfc  he  fped. 

In  greater  haft  then  can  be  thought  or  tcld. 

To  Picardie,from  w hence  the  angcll  led. 

That  prefentday  the  bandes  offouldiers  bold, 
ToParis  walls,3n  htindred  mylcs  a funder. 

Yet  ijo  man  was  a ware  it  was  a wonder. 


And  Silence  ftiH  furuaycth  all  the  rout. 

Before,  befide,  behind,with  great  regard, 

And  with  a cloud  doth  compalTe  them  ateur, 

N o man  of  them  was  feenc,no  noyfe  was  heard. 
Then  goeth  he  among  the  Pagans  fcoiit. 

And  vnto  them,that  kept  their  watch  and  ward. 
And  brought  thcmfomwhac(whatIdonot  finde) 
That  made  them  for  die  time  both  dcafe  & blind. 
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Now  while  J{enalJo  came  with  lb  great  haft. 

As  well  itlecmd  an  angell  did  him  guide. 

And  as  he  went  with  fo  great  filcnce  paft. 

As  by  his  focshis  comming  was  notfpide. 

had  now  his  footmen  plaft, 
B)»Farjs  waL's  fall  by  the  ditches  fide. 

Meaning  the  Citic  to  alTayle  that  day. 

On  eu’ry  fide  by  all  the  means  he  may. 
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He  that  would  take  vpon  him  to  declare-, 
Oi^gyamar.toihoik  the  certaine  number. 

That  to  deftroy  this  Citie  did  prepare, 
Shallfeemchimfelfe  asfrutelefly  toctimber, 

As  if  he  told  what  floures  in  Hyble  are. 

What  fifti  in  fca,  what  water  drops  in  Humber, 
What  ftarres  in  skie  at  midnight  when  it  c ouers. 
The  vnehaftaftes  ofclofe  an  dfccret  louers. 

88 


Heretumn  to 
T^enaldOtHilln 
i6  .Cant  ,14. 
Jlafc. 


Thelarum  belljin  eu’ry  place  dothring, 

Aboitt  the  townc  with  ftraunge  difordrcd  found, 
Mattens  in  Churches  jthey  do  fay  and  fine, 

5ome  kneeling  down,fome  grou’lmg  in  the  groud 
If  gold  were  vnto  God/o  gratfull  thing. 

As  fond  me  thinke,no  doubt  there  v/ould  be  foud, 
Inough  in  this  extremitie  that  would. 

Make  all  the  faints  new  images  of  gold. 
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There  might  you  fee  godly  old  men  and  iuft. 
Lamenting  that  their  hues  fo  long  did  laft, 
CalLng  themhappie  that  were  layd  in  dull. 

And  buried  many  yeares  and  ages  paftj 
But  gallant  youthes.deuoyd  of  all  miftruft. 

Nor  with  ihefc  perills  any  whit  agaft. 

Whom  encmies,nor  engins  none  appalls, 

Go  to  defend  right  manfiilly  the  w^s. 
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Barons  and  Earles,and  Dukes  of  great  degree, 
Withfouldiersjforainers,  and  of  the  towne. 
Came  to  king  Charles  and  prayd  him  to  agree, 
Tolet  them  ourand  let  the  drawbridge  downc; 
Glad  was  king  Charles  iheir  forward  mindcs  to  fte. 
To  fight  for  Chriftes  religion  and  his  crowne. 

But  yet  as  then  he  doth  not  thinke  it  beft. 

In  this  one  point  to  graiint  them  their  requeft. 
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He  rather  ihinkes  it  better  them  to  place. 

The  forces  of  the  fierce  aflaulttobreake. 

With  diftant  bandes  a great  or  litle  /pace. 
According  as  the  wall  was  ftrong  or  weakcj 
Him  fclfe  with  chearefuU  vigour  in  his  face, 

Vnto  them  all  moft  curtecufly  doth  fpeake, 

Thcfe  he  doth  comfort, them  he  doth  encorage. 
Filling  the  flout  with  hope, the  faynt  with  corage. 


Oterqae 
gwuerjue  ieatu 


no 
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Tbt Jituttm  ef  Paris  is  (eated  in  a plcafant  plaine. 

Turn.  Eu’n  in  the  naucU;  rather  in  the  hart 

Of  Francej  the  tiuer  cuts  the  fame  in  twaine, 
Making  an  Hand  of  the  better  parr. 

The  rett  that  doth  in  grcatncfle  more  containe, 
A ditch  and  wall  doth  from  the  plaine  depart. 
King  Jgramant  aflaults  the  W ellerne  fide. 

As  halting  W eftward  gotten  all  befide. 

93  ^ . 

Marplio  with  the  warlike  bands  of  Spaine, 

He  point-,  to  keepe  the  field  in  armed  ranks, 
Sobrina  fagc  and  thofe  with  him  remaine. 

Arc  placed  vpon  Sequans  frutfull  banks. 

Him  felfe  with  an  innumerable  traine. 

With  ladders,  bridges , fagots,  barrs  and  j4anks. 
Thinking  to  fill  the  ditch  and  make  it  Icucll, 
About  the  walles  do  keepe  vnruly  reuell. 

94 

What  (hould  I Ipcake  of  /{oJomont  moft  fell? 
Blalpheming  God,  not  only  fcorning  menj 
That  knew  to  vfe  a glitring  blade  fo  well. 

As  I fo  well,  know  not  to  vfe  my  pen; 

His  deeds  alone  would  aske  a day  to  tell. 

That  in  few  houres  he  did  pcrforme  as  then: 

As  for  the  reft  they  came  like  fwarmes  of  flics. 
Filling  the  airc  with  Ihouts  and  hideous  cries. 

^ defcriptian  of  And  they  no  lefle  proiiided  are  within, 
the  affaultuf  a ^ tampers,  bulwarks  and  with  double  dikes, 

where  their  foes  to  climbc  do  once  begin. 
They  pufti  die  down  with  bills,with  ftaues  & pikes 
If  one  be  kild  another  fteppeth  in. 

No  man  his  place  for  fcare  of  hurt  miflikcs. 

Some  throw  downbricks,fom  ftons,fome  fcalding 
Gricuing  the  muchw  all,moft  withy  later,  (water 
95 

Some  throw  among  them  newly  flaked  lime. 

That  burnetii  moft,when  moftitfeems  toquench 
With  pots  of  brimftone,  pitch  and  turpentme. 
Annoying  them  with  heate,  andfmoke  & ftcnch. 
The  reft  are  ftdl  employ d,  and  leefe  no  time. 
With  wreathed  ftakes  to  fortifie  the  trench. 

Thus  all  within  were  bufie,  all  without. 

Fortune  on  both  fides  ftanding  ftill  in  doubt. 
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The  while  the  kingof  Sar7.a  brought  about. 

His  owne  and  men  of  diuerfe  other  lands, 

Him  felfe, to  fliew  his  might  and  courage  ftour, 
T^pihrruntiit-  That  made  him  counted  valiant  of  his  hands. 

From  Cttfids  campe  was  not  excluded  out. 

But  rather  foly  (iibieft  tofuch  bands, 

Gaue  a red  Lyon  in  his  loftie  banner, 

A Ladle  bridling  him  in  lowly  manner. 
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By  the  fierce beaft  he  m.eanthis  owne  fierce  mynde. 
By  the  faire  dame  his  miftrefle  fairc  was  ment. 
The  bridle  was  to  fliew  how  loue  could  bynde. 

His  loftie  heart,  and  bow  it  to  her  bent. 

Litleknew  he,  that  fliewd  him  felfe  fo  kyndc. 

How  of  his  purchafe  others  tooke  the  rent. 

He  knew  not  MandrUard  did  pleade  pofl'efTion, 

Of  her  to  whom  he  makes  this  kynd  profeflTion, 


Straight  to  the  walls  are  thoufand  ladders  plaft, 

With  double  ranks  that  two  may  climbc  at  once, 

And  vp  the  fbuldiers  get  on  them  in  haft. 

One  Ihoulders  vp  another  for  the  nonce. 

He  that  goes  flow,and  he  that  climbes  to  faftj 
Either  in  peril!  of  a broken  fconce. 

T heir  enemies  alfayling  ftill  the  hyer. 

Their  captains  thofe  that  linger  or  retycr. 
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Thus  eu’rie  one  do  clammer  vp  the  wall. 

For  value  fome,  and  other  fome  forfeare. 

And  fome  are  flaine,  and  lome  arc  made  to  fall. 

Repenting  late  that  eii  er  they  came  there: 

Only  fierce  I^pdomont  (contemning  all) 

No  paine,  no  place,  for  perill  doth  fbrbeare, 
Butrufliethon,morc  delpratiy  then  ftoutly, 

BlalphcmingGod,  while  others  pray  dcuoutly. 

lOI 

Apairc  ofeurats  palling  hard  he  ware. 

Made  of  an  vgly  Dragons  fcalie  skinne. 

This  armor  his  great  aunceftor  firft  bare. 

He,  that  to  build  Babeil  did  firft  begin: 

( A towr  w hofe  height  fliould  i^r  the  clouds  copare) 

Thinking  from  God  the  rule  of  heau’n  to  win: 

And  to  the  fame  effeft  likcwife  he  made. 

Of  paflingproofe  an  helmet,  fliield  and  blade. 
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Thus  I{pd9mont  that  came  of  Nemrods  kynd, 

As  proud  and  irrehgious  as  was  he, 

Rcgardeth  not  a palfagcfafe  to  fynd. 

Or  where  the  wall  might  weakeft  garded  be. 

But  with  a heart  to  mifchiefe  all  enclynd. 

Where  he  the  lame  defended  beft  doth  fee, 

(Proteded  witli  his  Ihield)  he  makes  no  bones. 

To  go  through  fire,and  water,darts  and  ftoncs. 
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When  once  vpon  the  battlement  he  was, 

Where  as  the  wall  was  brode  and  largely  paued. 

How  did  he  flay  the  Chriftens  then  alas. 

How  fierce  he  vnto  them  him  felfe  bchaued? 

His  blade  doth  pierce  their  plates  of  fteele  & bras. 

All  were  not  priefts  whofe  crowns  y day  were  ftia- 
He  kild  alone  fo  many  as  their  blood,  (ued. 

Did  caiife  the  ditch  to  fill  with  crimlbn  flood. 
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Befide  the  bafer  Ibrt,  thefe  men  of  name. 

At  this  fame  firft  conflift  by  him  were  flaine, 

Orgetto  Duke,  that  late  from  Flanders  came, 

Arnold  and  H«"o,  tw'o  of  Charles  his  traine. 

And  Lews  that  gouernd  Prouence  with  great  fame 
ly alter  and  Bents,  Hawnce  of  Satallaine, 

Some  were  thruft  rhrow,fome  had(paft  allbelecf) 

Their  helmets  and  their  heads  clou’n  to  the  teeth. 

loy 

Diuerfe  by  force  from  of  the  wall  he  caft. 

Among  the  which  was  one  Mofihinohight, 

That  by  his  will  wouldneuerwatertaft, 

Butftill  in  winedidput  his  whole  delighq  i 

Bu  t lo  his  lucke  was  to  be  drownd  at  laft. 

Within  this  dirtic  difti  for  further  fpite. 

And  he  that  ncuer  water  could  abide. 

In  all  his  life,  now  here  in  water  dide. 

Now 
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$vbicb  u now 
ftMclifed  wtfb 
^unfowder. 


109 

And  being  placed  on  the  inner  fide, 
Armdandvnarmcdmento  him  arelike, 

No  ftecle  there  was  his  forces  could  abide. 

Death  followth  cu’r ie  blow  that  he  doth  ftrike. 
Which  when  a while  to  theii  great  coft  they  tridc, 
They  do  of  force  abandon  quite  the  dike. 

He  follows  flaying  without  all  remorlc. 

So  (harpe  his  Iword,  fo  furiou  sis  his  force. 
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But  when  the  fouldiers  thought  the  banke  to  mount. 
With  Pealing  ladders,as  they  did  the  wall, 

They  found  the  fclues  deceau’d  of  their  account,- 
For  ftraight  the  fier  works  were  kindled  all, 

Whofe  fudde  flames  the  clouds  thefclucs  liirnriout 
Which  fight  the  Pagans  grear'y  did  appall; 

And  to  increafi:  their  terror  and  their  wonder. 

It  made  ano:felike  to  continuall  thunder. 
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The  Chriftens  do  reioyce  at  this  reliefe. 

To  fee  theirpraftice  had  fuccecdcd  well. 

The  Pagans  p! agu’d,  with  heat,&  fmother  chiefe. 
In  great  di/paire  do  tore  alovvd  and  yell: 

Thus  twixt  the  noifc  offirc  and  cries  ofgriefc, 
They  make  an  harmonic  inoft  meet  for  hell. 

And  here  I mcane  to  leaue  them  in  the  fire. 

For  to  repofe  my  felfe  I now  defire. 


I 
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Now  while  that  did  kill  and  flay. 

All  that  he  found  vpon  the  vtmoft  wall, 

His  band  of  men  the  while  had  found  the  way. 

To  palTc  the  ditch  and  fo  the  wall  to  fcalc. 

IBut  now  within  another  dike  there  lay. 

The  fight  wherof  their  courage  d.d  appall. 

For  why  the  Chriftens  Pent  I'uch  ftore  of  ihot. 

As  tlris  fame  place  did  feeme  to  them  to  hot. 
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The  dike  was  drie,  the  boctome  eu’n  and  plaine. 

Both  fideswere  ftcep,but  fteepeft  nextihe  townc 
At  this  the  fouldiers  cunefie  do  ftraine. 

Which  of  them  firft  lhall  venter  to  godowne. 

Within  the  citizens  had  made  a traine, 

With  labour  great  and  coft  of  many  a crownc. 

That  when  the  ditch  with  armed  men  was  filled. 

With  heat  and  fmother  they  ftiould  all  be  killed. 
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It  had  in  bredth  cubits  tlirife  ten  and  more. 

And  in  the  bottome  there  were  clofely  plaft. 

Barrels  ofpicch,  brimftone,  and  oyle  good  ftore. 

Matter  to  kindle  quicke  and  long  to  laft. 

The  capcaine  led  them  all  the  way  before. 

And  thoufand  fouldiers  followd  them  asfaft, 

But  Hs^omont  as  though  he  had  had  wings, 

Oucr  the  dike  like  to  a grewnd  he  Iprings. 

JwMandricardo  that  after  b'u  great  exploites  atclxeued  mother  countries  , UfiiRreadie  tohaT^rdhUperfonformot*  MoralL 
honor,  tnay  be  ohferued  that  ambition  Uas  ynfatiable  m ante  other  humour  of  man.  In  hUwoingofDoittficCytventay  fee 
how  loue  maltfs  men  manie  times,  not  only  raliant,  but  eloquent,  I n the  ajfaiilting  and  defending  of  Varis  ,isfet  down  what 
fundrie  aaidents  happen  when fuels  populous  cities  come  to  fo  great  ex  trerr.it  ie,  I n Chafles  t hat  firfi  makgs  hu  prayers  to  God, 
and  after  trails  all  prouident  preparationfor  defence  of  the  towne,  we  fee  a littely  patierne  of  an  excellent  and  iv  orthy  Vrince, 
both  fordeuotion  attd  poliicie. 

Conccrningtlsehifiorie,!  haiie  quoted  many  thistgs  inthe  margent,astheflras^'.ttuffe  of  the  soomewotild  permit, that  the  Hiftoric. 
fimplefi  reader  may  ynderfiassd  what  is  meant  by  the  fourth fiajfe.lsere  on^y  I will  ad  a word  of  J^auenttajreferting  the  reader 
that  IS  defirous  to  be  better  enformed  hereof,  to  Guicciardin,tt’/)«  ftts  it  downeat  large.  H/tuenna  was  bejieged  by  the  French 
ynder  the  condudl  of  one  Fois,  a notable  captaine  offoypung  a man.  T he  Spaniards  and  Tope  lulio  toobe  ypon  them  to  de- 
fend It,  but  in  the  heate  of  that  affault  Fois  was  flaine-,  yet  tise  fouldiers  either  by  force  or  by  parleegat  into  the  towne, and  be- 
ing within,  they  comrr.itted thenotahlefl  outrages  that  haue  bene  heard  of,  neither  abfainingfrom  rapes  nor facriledge.  Con- 
cerning rise  Catalynes,  whom  he  namethformofl  in  the  muflerSythey  are  the  chiefe  houfein  all  Spainetand  it  u to  be  noted, that 
Spainc  is  deuided  into  fine  Ifngdomes,  'tdauar,Cafiill,  Catalonia  (which  is  now  called  .Aragors)  Tortugall  and  Granata.For 
Gallicia  u counted  none,  becaufe  it  had  alfngbut  awhile.  The  refiofthejlraungenamesyou  may  find  inthe  table. 

In  the  defcriptionofDifcord  and  fraud, and  finding  Silence  in  the  houfe  of (leepefeing  longfince  banifljed from  philofcphers  AUcgOrre* 
and  diuines-,  the  allegorie  is  fo  plaine,  as  it  were  timeloft  to fp;nd  time  to  expound  it , becaufe  it  expounds  it  felfe  foplaiidy  : only 
I will  obferue  one  thing,  in  which  mine  .Author  is  thought  to  keepe  an  excellent  decorum.  For,  making  Difeerd and  Fraud  of  tlse 
feminine  gender,  he  flill  makfs  f.lence  of  the  mafcttline-,  as  the  likf  pretie  conceit  is  in  our  Cambridge  Cemedie  Pedantius,  ( at 
which  I remember  the  noble  Earle  of  Effex  that  now  is,  wasprefent')whcre  theVcdmiiushim  felfe , examining  iheGram- 
maticall  inflrudionofthis  yerfe,  Cxdanc  arma  togx,concedatlaurea  Vmgax, yponfjseciall  confideraticnof the  two  lafi 
words,  taught  h s fcholler  PariUus,i/wr  laurca, lingua  funt  vtraque  feemininx  generis,  fed  lingua  potiffimum,<»»d 
fo  confequentlyfilence  might  not  by  any  means  hauebine  of  the  feminine  gender. 

iwMandricardosr^/ieo/'Doralice, /lert/Wwcwidentfy  <0  a notable  yillanie  in  the  Ukekfnde  , dons  by  Cxfar  Borgia  Allufi 
forme  to  Tope  Alexander  thefixt.  For  one  Caraccio  a captaine  of  Venice,  hauingbene  lately  contraCled  to  a gentlewoman 
of  good  account, ffje  came  with  an  honorable  traine  neare  to  a citie  called  Cefenna  in  F^magna  : here  Borgia  with  a bandof 
men,fet  ypon  her  companie , and  tooke  her  away  by  force , and  neither  ly  threats  nor  in  treat  ie  of  the  Venetian  Ambaffador, 
would  reflore  her  againe  : the  aUufion  holds  in  many  parts  , as  fir f where  he  faith  in  the  zp.fiajfe,  ThatPA&rfihohadgiuen 
Mandricardodu/joi-ye  Of  coullor  bay,  biitblacke  the  taileand  maine. 

Of  Frizland  was  the  mare  that  did  him  breed. 

The  fier  was  a villan  braue  ofSpaine. 

This  n»tes^Ol^\3,wl)ofe  father  was  a Spaniard,his  mother  a Flemming,  andheamungrellbaflard,  Inthe  one  and  thirtith 
(lafftyin  the fimile  of  the  Wolfe,  he  noteth  his  crueltie  : in  the  ei^ht  and  fcrtith  fiaffe  where  he  faytb, 

, If  ft  ate  may  ftand  in  fteed,w  ho  can  dcnic. 

Only  to  God  011  r homage  doth  belong? 

/;>  that  he  alludes  plainly  to  the  Tope  that  is  reputed  Chrifls  Vicar  on  earth. 

The  end  of  the  Annotations  vpon  the  fourteenth  bookc.  K iij 
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THE  ARGVMENT. 

‘Turii  is  fore  afatld  on  curie  part. 

By  thofe  of  Affricke,  and  by  thofe  of  Spaine: 
From  LogefttU* Afiolfo  doth  depart, 

<i^'lnd  takes  Calhgorant  in  his  ovtne  traine, 
T hen  flew  Ortllo,  that  by  Magicke  art 
Bruits  d,  when  by  the  brothers  he  was flaine: 
Sanfbnet  doth  Aslolfo  kindly  vfe, 

But  Gryphm  of his  miflres  heares  ill  new  s^ 


Stttttnee, 


r « 


T7;af  he  fpj^ee/ 
before  in  3. 
bookie , you  ihell 
finde  It  tn  Guyc- 
cwtrdm at  large. 


U 


■ Agr/emtit. 


O winne  the  field  againft 
our  armed  foes. 

Is  counted  honorable  a- 
nie  waves, 

Whether  it  be  with  polli- 
cie  orblowes. 

Yet  bloody  coquefts  ftain 
the  Captaines  praife. 
But  chiefcft  honour  doth 
belong  to  thofe, 
Whom  Fornine  to  fuch  height  of  hap  doth  raife, 
To  haue  their  foesfuppreft  and  ouerthrowne, 

W ith  little  lofle  and  damage  of  their  owne. 
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Such  was  the  vi<Sorie  that  you  then  gaind. 

Worthy  HyiyoUto  you  conquerd  fo, 

When  the  Venetian  Nauie  hadobtaind. 

With  armed  vcifels  all  the  ftreame  of  Poe, 

Your  PoUicie  and  vallcw  them  conftraind. 

With  Ioffe  ineftimablc  thence  to  goer 
Their  martinets  and  fouldicn  all  deftroying, 
Ourmarriners  andfouldiers  not  annoying. 
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The  Pagan  Pndomont  want  this  skill. 

That  forft  ten  thoufand  men  the  trench  to  enter. 
By  his  commandment  fore  againft  their  will, 
Vpon  foperillous  a place  to  venter. 

Where  ftraight  thefmother  doth  their  bodies  kil. 
Sending  their  finfull  foiiles beneath  the  center, 
Himfelfe  in  faftiefecth  them  there  a dying. 
Swearing  and  curfiing,heau‘n  itfelfe  defying. 

Kow  an  hota^ault  and  fearce. 


Gaiie  where  he  thought  the  fame  was  Icaft  exfpe- 
Striuing  the wals  tobattcr,break&  pcarce  (fted 
With  engines  ftrong,  and  rams  therto  erefted: 
Thofe  kings  whofe  names  1 did  before  rehcarfe. 
Brought  me  fbme  ftout,&  fome  with  fear  lufciSed 
Such  as  had  rather  ftand  away  aloofe. 

Then  weare  a corflet  of  the  fureft  proofe. 
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herein  was  much  deceaued. 

For  where  he  thought  them  wcake  &vnprcpard. 
He  found  that  manfully  he  was  rcceaued. 

And  that  the  kinghimf^fe  tire  place  did  guard. 
With  thoufands  more  readic  to  be  bereaued 
Of  life  and  limbe,  and  fucR  as  nought  regard. 
Rather  then  they  would  rake  fo  great  difgrace, 

As  in  their  mafters  fight  to  leefe  their  place. 
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But  here  I ceafe  vntill  another  time. 

To  tell  of thefe  affaulrs  the  hard  fucceffc, 

Bloodie  enough  ro  both  fidesmow  my  rime 
Vnto  the  Englifli  duke  I muft  addreffc, 

.aftolfo  fonne  of  Otnn  whom  foratime, 

Mejnof  witchcraft  held  in  great  diftrefle. 

Who  like  another  Cyru  men  transformed, 

To  trees,  tobcafts, and  foules of  fhapes  deformed 
7 

You  hard  before  how  all  her  ftraunge  deceits, 
Melyffa  fage  did  with  the  ring  dilcouer. 

And  how  fhe  gaue  them  all  fo  good  receits. 

As  made  them  all  their  former  fhapes  rccouer; 
How  after  hauing  fcaped  all  their  flcights. 

They  did  no  longer  in  fuch  fancies  houcr. 

But  to  be  furely  able  to  refifthc'. 

They  fled  vntoher  vertuous  elder  lifter. 


(ImUst 
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There  ts  a fr»- 
r/icntorie  htyond 
TeJJe,caOedlg(g 
di  no,  M one 
would  fay  flat 
be  that  n ent  he- 
y-jud  could  neuer 
Toturne, 


* Sir  Trancu 
Uvalde  folUrcved 
the  funne  till  be 
gained  a day  in 
acccunifroni  fwt 
nfingtojunfet- 

ttn^. 


Where  when  they  had  with  comfort  great  remained 
Dcliious  to  their  countries  torctyre. 

They  asked  leaueof  hetjand  leaue  obtained, 
Ofher  that  neuer  hinders  luftdtfire: 

But  er  they  went  fhe  frendly  them  conftrained. 
With  precious  gifts  to  be  endewed  by  her, 

Such  gifts  as  were  ofpafllng  price  in  deede. 

And  all  their  hues  Ihould  hand  them  all  infteede. 
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But  chiefly  to  this  Engliih  duke  (he  g aue, 

Offecrer  skill  a little  written  bookc: 

Containing  many  precepts  wif  e andgrauc, 

The  which  ofher  moft  thankful'y  he  tooke; 

T hefe  teach  a man  from  charmeshimfelfto  faue. 
That  in  the  lame  adiiifedly  dothlooke. 

And  that  to  finde  th  em  ou  t he  may  be  able. 

The  booke  had  in  the  end  aperfice  cable, 
lor 

Belide  this  bookc  on  him  flic  doth  beftow. 

Another  gift  of  as  great  price  or  more, 

A home  inwhich  ilhedo  once  but  blow. 

The  noifc  thereof  fliall  trouble  men  fo  fore,' 

That  all  both  flout  and  faint  Ihall  flic  therefro. 

So  flraunge  a noife  was  neuer  hard  before^ 

When  to  die  duke  thefe  rare  gifts  were  imparted, 
humblic  tooke  his  leaue  and  thence  departed. 

Jl 

And  Icaft  Mcjr.a  fliould  by  force  attempt. 

To  bring  him  backe  or  workchim  fomc  difeafe, 
odnelronica  was  witli  a name  fent, 

Towaftc  him  fafe  till  he  werepafl  thofc  Teas, 

And  vertuoiisSo/)/;ro//‘w4  with  him  went 
To  fee  him  palTc  with  faftie  and  with  cafe> 

So  good  a conduftcr,lbfure  aguidc, 

As  was  not  found  in  all  the  worldbcfide. 

And  thus  flic  faild  along  that  Indian  fliore, 

Seing  and  letfing  light  of  fundric  lies, 

T hole  called  fortunate  and  others  more, 

Diftant  betwecnc,  fome  few  fome  many  miles, 
And(for  he  nctier^ardof  them  before) 

He  askt  his  guid  lome  queflions  othe’r  whiles, 

As  whether  from  thofe  Indian  Teas  perchance, 

A fliip  might  laile  to  England, Spainej&  France. 
>5 

She  anfwcrd  thusj  to  put  you  oucof  doubr, 

Fitfl  know  the  earth  it  felfe  is  like  an  Hand, 
Inuironed  with  waters  round  aboiir, 

That  coir  pafle  in  on  eu'ry  fide  the  drie  land. 

And  though  to  this  day  no  man  hath  found  our. 
Nor  thinks  there  can  beany  way  bu  t by  land, 
Bccaufe  they  iudge  the  lands  length  there  is  filch 
That  it  the  other  Heraifpherdoth  tuch. 
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Yeti  fbrefee,  cr  many  ages  pafle. 

New  marriners  and  maflers  new  lhall  rife. 

That  lhall  finde  out  that  erfl  fo  hidden  was. 

And  fliall  difcouer  where  thepaflage  lies, 

And  all  the  men  that  went  before  furpafl’c, 
Findingnew  lands,new  flarrcs,ncw  feaSjnew  skies 
Palling  about  the  earth  as  doth  the  funne, 
Serdung  what  with  odutifode:  is  done. 


If 

Behold  I fee  the  figne  ofholie  crofle, 

A figne  within  thefe  quarters  fcenc  but  Iceld, 

1 fee  where  ten  a thoufand  put  to  lofl'e. 

And  to  th’imperiall  banner  all  doyeeld, 

1 fee  in  Ipite  ofeu’rie  thwart  and  crofle. 

The  houfe  of  ,/frragcn  fliU  wins  the  fccld, 

1 fee  that  fortune  isdilpofd  tolift, 

Vp  vnio  heau’n  the  name  of  Charles  the  fife, 
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It  plcafeth  God  to  keepc  the  wayes  vnknovvnc, 
Vnto  thefe  parts  as  they  haue  bene  and  arc, 
Vntill  feuen  hundred  yearcs  be  oucrblowne. 
What  time  he  meancs  to  raife  an  Emp’ror  rare. 
That  fliall  bOih  finde  and  make  them  all  his  ownc. 
And  one  that  lhall  mofl  worthily  compare. 

In  warre  for  courage,  and  in  peace  for  luflice. 
With  T r<w<»»,with  ,/iurelin>  oi ^/du^uslue. 
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I fee  the  will  of  hcau’n  doth  fo  cnclinc. 

The  houfe  of  and  ofyCrragon^ 

Shall  linke  togithcr  in  a hap  pie  line. 

And  be  by  match  vnited  both  in  one: 

I fee  a braunch  grow  by  the  banke  of  Ryne, 

Out  of  this  hcufe,as  like  there  hathbcnc  none. 
Whole  macchCihus  muchtofayl  dare  be  bold) 
Cannoebe  found  in  writers  new  or  old. 
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By  him  againe  fhall  ,/iuJiria  bebreugbr, 

And  be  reflored  from  her  long  exile, 
Andvercues  that  haue  long  bentfet  at  nought. 
Shall  raigne  and  banilh  fraud, deceit  and  gudej 
For  which  great  works  by  him  fo  nobly  wrought, 
God  meancs  to  graunt  him  all  this  earthly  He, 
And  vndet  this  wile  prince  his  dcare  annointed, 
One  ihephcard  and  one  flock  he  bath  appointed 

W’hich  that  it  may  the  better  be  eflefted. 

He  giues  them  Captaincs  both  by  fea  and  land. 
That  lhall  win  places  neuer  yet  decefted. 

And  none  lhall  dare  their  forces  towithflandj 
Cortffe  firfl,  by  whom  lhall  be  erefted, 

The  Emp’rors  banner  in  the  Indian  fand. 

Who  by  his  valiant  hand  and  wife  direftion, 

Shall  wm  and  keepe  thefe  Indies  infubieftion. 

20 

LoCjWith tlienoblc  Marques ofPefcare, 

“Proffer  Co/isnwc  prolperous  in  fight, 

LoCjhim  that  may  v/ith  both  of  them  compare. 
Or  be  preferred  if  you  do  him  right, 

I meane  the  Marques  ^4y?,whofe  vilew  rare. 

In  tender  youthful  yeares  lhall  Ihine  moft  bright: 
Like  to  a horfc  that  running  fwifeeft  pafe, 

Doth  laft  fet  out,andfii  ft  doth  win  the  race. 

21 

In  him  lhall  faith  and  courage  be  fo  mixt, 

That  w henhis  years  lhal  Icemc  bucyoung  & reder 
AspalTingnot  the  twentieyeare  and  fixr, 

Y ct  fliall  his  fame  and  forces  not  be  llenderj 
On  him  fliall  eyes  and  hearts  of  men  be  fixr, 

To  him  lhall  townes  and  forts,and  caftels  render 
As  to  a Captaine- with  luch  worth  endev/ed, 

As  be  alone  the  world  mighthaue  fubdewed. 

Whac 


Charles  the  fft, 
hoinemthecute 
of  Gautu 


It  vaa  thought 
that  ^harlei  met 
to  conquer  a!  the 
world,  andthett 
to  enter  into  relt- 
gum  and  ieceme 
Pope  Cmpe- 
rorboih.tonhtcb 
thu  aterfe  jeen,tt 
totea,Liuttrxaa 
but  a vatne  cen- 
ceit  ofjometdle 
bead. 


Simile, 


OF  ORLANDO  FVRIOSO. 


^ndttv  D’tm,  fliould  I ipcake  of  famous  Andrew  Doric  ^ 

That  to  the  pirats  fo  much  terror  breeds, 
AsTompey  fo  much  praifd  in  Latin  ftorie? 

This  Andrew  eithc  r matches  or  exceeds; 

What  nobler  name  can  be,  what  greater  glorie. 
Then  to  roote  out  fuch  hurtfull  curlfcd  weeds? 

So  as  men  may  with  laftie  and  with  eafe. 

From  Italy  to  Nylus  pafle  the  feas. 

By  his  affiftance,  furtherance  and  aid, 

Ctfar  m Italy  a crowne  obtaincs : 

For  which  goodferuice  though  he  be  well  paid. 
Yet  for  himfclfe  thereby  he  nothing  gaines: 
Thepaine'ishis  (6  noble  mind  well  Raid) 

The  profitc  to  his  countrie  foie  remaines  : 

And  whereas  fbme  to  rule  their  countrie  fought. 
By  him  his  countries ffeedome  fhalbc  wrought. 
^4 

«rw.  This  loue  by  him  vnto  his  countrie  fhowne. 

In  honor  true  iLall  more  his  name  aduance. 

Then  both  the  Ce/irjviftories  well  knowne. 

In  England,Spaine,in  Italy  and  France: 

For  though  their  enimies  were  ouerthrowne. 

By  vallew  oft, and  oftentimes  by  chance. 

Yet  this  did  blot  their  praife  and  make  it  leflc. 
That  both  therr  countries  freedome  did  oppreffe. 

Wherefore  let  them  and  others  all  befidc, 

That  tyrannize  their  countries  be  afhamed, 

And  hanging  downe  their  heads,  their  faces  hide. 
When  they  ihall  heare  this  noble  Artirew  named, 
Vnder  whofe  temperate  andhappie  guid, 

Flis  countries  peace  and  freedome  fhalbc  framed 
And  thus  ^ndronka  the  duke  foretold. 

What  men  in  future  ages  come  there  fhould, 
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The  while  with  prolp’rous  wind  the  veflels  driued. 
Came  firft  within  the  view  of  Perfian  fhore. 

And  then  from  thence  their  way  they  lb  c5triued 
They  paft  the  gulfc  (fo  called  long  before) 

And  there  to  land  lb  happily  arriued, 
Mifdoubting  of  Mcymc  might  no  more, 

Thanking  thefe  guids  y all  the  way  defended  him. 
And  humblic  to  their  Ladie  recommended  him. 
i7 

More  then  one  wood,  more  then  one  field  he  paft. 
More  then  one  valley,  more  then  one  high  hill: 
He  meeteth  theeues  by  night,  by  day  es  as  faft. 
That  lye  in  wait  poore  traucllers  to  kill ; 

Of  beafts,  of  ferpents  huge  he  was  agaft. 

That  with  great  terror  thofe  wild  deferts  fill, 

* But  when  he  blew  his  home  they  fled  away. 

No  man  nor  beaft  durft  in  the  hearing  ftay. 

28 

He  trauels  through  the  happie  Araby, 

So  called(fbr  the  ftore  of  fpices  fweete) 

Tbenix.  There  where  the  bird  that  burnes  & doth  not  die. 

To  dwel  of  all  the  world  hath  thought  moft  meet: 
Thence  went  he  to  the  fea,  that  once  wasdrie. 
Which  lacobs  fons  went  through  vpon  their  feetc. 
Proud  ■P/wro  following  them  vnto  his  coft, 
Himfclfe  and  all  his  Charrecs  dround  and  loft. 


^ great  praiji 
indeed  cf  Dona 
that  fought  the 
tenefit  ofhu  cou- 
tty  more  then  hit 
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Faft  by  the  bankes  of  Traian  ftreamc  he  rides, 

There  where  as  Tiylttt  doth  rcccme  the  fame. 

An horfe  of pafling  fwiftnes  he  bcftridcs. 

That  was  ingenderd  twixt  the  wind  and  flame. 

Not  fuch  a beaft  in  all  the  world  befides. 

And  Rabycano  is  this  horfes  name: 

Now  as  along  this  riuers  bankc  he  paft, 

Hefaw  a boat  make  toward  him  in  haft. 

30 

A fimplc  hermit  did  the  vefTell  fteare, 

Whofe  beard  with  age  was  ouergrowne  and  gray. 

And  when  he  came  fo  nye  that  he  might  heare, 

Thefe  words  to  him  he  fatherly  dothfay; 

My  fonne  ifyou  do  hold  yourfaftic  dcare. 

Except  you  meane  to  die  this  prtfent  day. 

Proceed  no  farther  in  the  way  you  ride. 

But  ferrie  ouer  to  this  other  fide. 

For  ifyou  dothatfatallway  proceed. 

You  fhall  within  a mile  a giant  meete,  Caligorant, 

Whole  ftature  other  men  doth  far  exceed. 

For  why  his  height  is  counted  fourteenc  fectc; 

He  makes  a {port  of  eu’rie  cruell  deed, 

Thcflcihofman  vnto  his  taft  is  fweete, 

Heeatethfome  aliue,andfomehe  fleaeth  * 

He  quarters  fomc,  and  other  fome  he  fleaeth. 
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Amid  this  crueltie  he  hath  great  Iport, 

To  vfe  the  feruice  of  a certainc  net. 

Which  in  the  common  way  in  fecret  fort. 

With  duft  and  grauell  couerdhe  dothfet. 

And  then  when  ftraungers  do  that  way  reforc, 

Firft  if  he  may,behind  them  he  doth  get : 

And  then  with  hydeous  ou  tcries  he  them  foarcs, 

VntiU  they  fall  into  his  net  vnwares. 


J(-aileane 
fot  horfe  of  ex- 

ftdenifwtfint}. 


Buthaumg  caughr  them  once  in  fuch  a cage. 

Of  birth  or  merite  he  hath  no  refpeft. 

Of  welth  nor  fex,  of countrie  nor  of  age, 
Nopriueledgefromhimcan  them  protcfl: 

Their  carkafes  his  hunger  muft  affwage. 

Their  skulles  like  monuments  he  doth  eredt,  Loo^emthe 

Hanging  in poftes  and  windows  vpon  pinnes,  -AUufiott. 
His  chambers  all  are  hanged  with  their  skinncs. 
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Take  then  (my  fonne)take  then  this  other  way. 

Where  with  more  eafe  and  faftie  you  may  go. 

ThanksCgenrle  fricr)thc  Englifh  duke  doth  fay. 

Yet  can  I not  your  counfell  follow  tho, 

Daungcr  bids  feeke  the  fafeft  way  one  may. 

But  what  faith  honour?  honour  faith  not  fo : 

Neuer  retyre  with  fhame ; thus  honour  feath,  Sentenee, 

The  worft  that  can  befall  one  is  but  death. 


3f 

Butcontrarie,  if  I may  him  entrap, 

Ashe  to  do  to  others  doth  deuife. 

And  take  himfclfe  in  his  prepared  trap. 

The  good  is  great  that  hereof  may  arife; 

Well  quoth  the  hermit,God  grant  blefled  hap. 
And  fend  his  Angel  Michael  from  the  skies. 
That  may  deliucr  him  into  thy  hand. 

Or  giue  thee  ftrength  his  forces  to  withftand. 
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On  goes  the  duke  bleft  bjf  the  fimple  frier, 

Trufting  much  in  his  i'word,  more  in  his  found: 
And  being  now  approcht  a little  nyer. 

The  cruei  1 giants  gracelcfle  houfc  he  foiindj 
Inuirond  all  with  marifli  grounds  and  myer. 

His  chambers  all  within  were  fumiflit  round. 
With  skinnes  and  skulles  of  many  a wofull  hed, 
Of  fiich  as  euill  chaunce  had  thither  led. 
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As  hunters  that  by  foreft  wild  do  dwell, 

Naile  vpon  poll  the  heads  and  pawes  ofbcarcs. 
And  of  their  daitngers  do  delight  to  tell. 

And  call  to  niinde  their  hardly  leaped  fearsj 
So  looke  who  did  in  ftrength  the  reft  cxccU, 
Thegiant  keptfomcfpecialllimbesof theirs: 
The  reft  in  ditches  carclefly  he  throws. 

To  rot  and  be  deuowr’d  by  doegs  or  crows. 

, 38 

Cahgorant  (fois  this  gyaiys  name) 

Stands  lookingat  his  gate  with  watchfiill  eye, 
Keio)  cing  much  when  any  ftranger  came. 

And  namely  now  the  duke  he  doth  eljne. 

Not  doubting  but  by  him  to  do  the  fame, 

He  had  to  others  done,  and  make  him  die; 

But  firft  he  feckes  behind  the  duke  to  get. 
Thinking  hereby  to  drill  e him  to  the  net. 
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When  as  the  duke  die  gy  ant  fierce  elpide. 

He  ftaid  his  horfe,  and  would  not  forward  go, 
Fearing  left  in  the  net  he  might  be  tide,  ' 
Ofwhich  the  hermit  had  forwarnd  him  tho: 

Then  blowcth  he  his  home  of  vertue  tridc. 

That  in  the  hearers  terror  breeds  and  wo. 

Which  fopolfeft  his  fences  altogether. 

As  ftraight  he  fled, and  faw  not  where  nor  whether 
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It  feemed  with  his  heart  he  lofthis  eyes. 

And  ftillhe  fled, and  cares  not  how  nor  where. 
Right  to  the  place  where  y moft  ftraunge  net  lies, 
V/bich  he  to  take  the  duke  had  placed  there, 

1 he  net  his  armes  and  all  his  members  tics. 
Which  when  ^flolfo  faw  (now  out  of  feare) 

He  lights  and  drawes  his  fword  intending  then. 
To  vengc  die  death  of  thoufand  guiltlefle  men. 
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. But  finding  him  fo  fure  and  ftrongly  bound. 

He  thought  it  were  abafe  vngentle  part. 

To  flay  a prifner  whom  in  bands  he  found. 

So  as  he  could  not  fturnornoway  ftart, 

J-'ukan  this  net  in  iEtnas  caucs  profound. 

Had  made  of  fteele,withfo  great  skill  and  art, 
That  though  the  wires  did  feeme  but  final  & weak 
Y ct  could  no  force  the  lame  confiime  nor  breake. 
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Vulcetnl  fay,  this  curious  net  then  wrought, 

Whe  certain  iealous  thoughts  his  hart  enflamed. 
His  fpoufc  therewith  'mMars  his  armes  he  caught 
And  openly  then  m.ade  them  both  afliamed: 

At  which  pi  ofpeft  though  many  gods  the  laughr. 
Yet  many  wiflit  in  like  foit  to  be  fliamcd: 

After  flie  Mercurk  did  ftealc  this  net, 
HislouelyC/orotherwithall  to  get. 


She  that  flies  out  cch  day  before  the  mornc. 
Sprinkling  the  airc  with  finellof  fragrant  flowres, 
1 hat  in  her  lonely  lap  about  are  borne. 

From  whence  do  fall  the  pleafant  April  ftiowrcs, 
Altnurk,  feeing  flie  his  louc  did  fcornc. 

Lay  with  this  net  in  wait  not  many  hourcs, 
Tillatdielaft  by  Nylusbankshe  caught  her. 

And  there  to  daunce  la  yolta  he  then  taught  her. 
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The  net  in  ^mls  temple  he  did  Icaue, 

Where  many  ycai  es  in  faftic  it  did  bide, 

Vntill  Calygoran:  asking  no  leaiie, 

And  caringnot  what  fliculd  thtrof  betide, 

Ofthis  grcatlreLque  did  the  church  bercauc. 
With  all  the  plate  and  ornaments  befidc: 

And  to  this  wicked  vfe  the  net  employed. 

By  which  the  paflengers  were  fore  annoyed. 

Now  of  this  net  ^Jldfo  tookc  a wyre. 

And  (like  a thcefc)  behind  him  t . de  his  hands. 
Who  now  was  mceke  as  any  could  defire. 

And  like  a lambe  by  him  meft  gently  (lands: 

And  lead  the  weight  ihercof  himfclfe  miglit  tyre, 
Hauiugthe  giant  bound  infured  bands. 

He  makes  him  cari  ie  it  vpon  his  backc, 

Vfing  liim  like  a mule  to  bcare  a packe. 

4<5 

And  thus  he  parteth  thence  triumphing  lb. 

Leading  the  gy  ant  priln  er  in  a ftring. 

And  all  about  the  countrichim  doth  Ibow: 

(A  fight  that  to  them  all  great  ioy  did  bring) 

To  Alem^wTyramidei  he  then  doth  go. 

Famous  for  buriall  of  many  a king, 

Hyer  in  height  then  fiftie  times  Pauls  ftccple. 
Then  faw  he  Cay  r fo  huge  and  full  of  people. 
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But  not  lb  peopled  as  they  now  report. 

That  thoufands  in  the  ftrects  by  night  do  lye. 

For  wan t of  roome, yet  bii ilded  m lu ch  lort. 

That  eu’ric  heufe  is  made  three  (lories  hy  e. 

Where  runnegates  do  dwell  that  make  a fpoi  t. 
Their  faith  and  their  faluation  todenye  : 

Of  which  the  Sowdan  for  his  owne  behoefe, 
Keepes  fifteene  thoufand  lodging  m one  roofe. 
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Thence  went  to  the  bankes  of  Nylc, 

To  Damyat  a citie  there  about. 

And  here  he  heard  within  a dozen  mylc, 

Orylo  dwelt  an  hardie  theefe  and  (lout. 

Robbing  poore  men  and  killing  other  whyle. 

As  traiiellers  of  him  flood  fore  in  doubt, 

And(that  which  him  with  greater  wonder  filled) 
The  common  voyce  was  he  could  not  be  killed. 
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Full  many  a thruft,  full  many  a cruell  blowe. 

Of  many  men  in  fight  he  had  endured. 

And  vnto  many  men  greatcare  and  woe, 

And  death  itfelfe  he  often  had  piocured: 

But  his  owne  bodie  was  enchaunted  fo , 

As  eii’ry  wound  he  had  foorthwithwas  cured, 

1 thinke  fome  Fayry  was  his  dame,orratherj 
Ithinkefome  Incuins  had  beene his  father. 
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The  wortJiy  knight  thib  wicked  creature  fbughr, 
Vntill  at  laftne  came  vnto  the  place, 

Where  then  Onllo  with  two  champions  fought. 
The  combat  hauing  held  no  little  Ipace, 

Yet  at  his  hands  they  both  had  gained  nought. 
Though  both  of  them  gaue  fundrie  blowcs  apace 
Their  names  were  thefe  y held  this  mungrel  tack, 
Griff.n  the  white,  and  ,Aquilant  the  blacke. 
yi 

The  Necromancer  fought  with  vantage  great,* 
Riding vpon  a cruell  hydeous  beaft, 

A Crocodile  that  flerfi  o^ men  doth  eat. 

And  birds  and  beafts  and  doth  them  all  difgeft. 
Yet  had  the  brethren  thrownehim  from  his  feat. 
And  further  had  the  Crocodile  diftreft: 

But  him  to  wound  and  kill  in  vaine  they  ftriued. 
For  ftill  his  wounds  didhcale  and  he  reuiued. 
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Somtime  they  cleft  his  head  by  force  in  twaine. 

As  butchers  cleaue  a bullocks  with  an  axe. 

But  ftraight  he  ioyncth  both  the  parts  againe. 

As  if  they  had  bene  made  of  melting  waxc. 

He  that  hath  feene  the  Alcumifters  vaine. 
Working  with  M ercurie  their  cunning  knacks. 
That  quite  difperft  reioyncth  eu’rie  member, 

W ould  foone  by  this,  be  made  that  to  remember. 
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Fierce  ,y4qi*ilant  among  fo  many  bloes. 

With  one,  his  head  from  ofhis  Ihouldcrs  frrake, 
About  he  feekes  and  gropeth  as  he  goes. 

And  in  the  duft  to  finde  his  head  doth  rake, 
Andfinding  it  he  takes  it  by  the  nofc. 

Or  by  the  locks,  nor  more  a doc  doth  make, 
Butfets  It  on  as  if  it  were  bur  glcwed. 

And  fights  as  ifhis  forces  wererenewed. 
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Griffin  another  time  cuts  ofhis  arme, 

And  takes  it  vp  and  flings  it  in  the  brooke. 

But  he  like  one  that  had  receau’dnohaime, 
Diuing  the  fame  within  the  flreame  doth  looke. 
Which  foud  he  ioynes  (1  know  not  w what  charm) 
Vnto  the  place  it  late  before  forfooke: 

Two  dames  flood  by  in  white  and  blacke  atty  re. 
The  combat  being  fought  at  their  delire. 
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Thefe  were  y courteous  dames  that  with  great  care. 
Had  brought  the  vp  eif  n from  their  fwathing  bads 
For  thefe  two  brodiers  did  by  fortune  rare , 
ChShce  in  their  childhood  to  come  in  their  hands 
Thefe  two  to  OUuerGyfmortda  bare. 

Though  ftraight  they  were  conuaid  to  forrclands 
Where  thefe  two  Ladies  kept  them  as  their  own, 
I need  not  tell  at  large  a tale  fo  knowne. 
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Now  was  tlie  time  that  neare  approcht  the  night. 
Making  each  thing  with  (hadow  Ihew  obfeure. 

So  that  not  want  offorce,  but  want  of  light, 
Caufde  that  the  combatcould  no  longer  dure: 
The  Ladies  clad  in  garments  blacke  and  bright. 
That  (as  I faid)  this  confl id  did  procure , 

On  this  condition  did  them  all  difmifle. 

That  to  returnc  next  day  they  do  not  milTc. 
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But  when  that  Englilh  duke  both  faw  and  knew. 

The  valient  youthes,Gr/^w  3nd.^7«//<«»r, 

Not  onely  by  their  armes  he  faw  in  vew. 

But  by  their  blowes  of  which  they  were  not  fcant. 
He  doth  acquaintance  old  with  them  renew. 

And  they  no  point  of  courtefie  do  want. 

For  ftraightway  by  the  Ladies  he  was  led. 

To  take  with  them  a fupper  and  a bed. 
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Then  in  agardenfwecte  they  didprouide. 

Great  ftorc  of  daintie  meats  and  coftly  wine, 

Faft  by  a coole  and  plcafant  fountaincs  fide. 

As  beft  agree  th  with  the  fummer  time. 

The  while  the  giant  with  ftrong  chaines  they  tide 
Vnto  the  bodie  of  an  auncient  Pine, 

Leaft  he  might  hap  to  trouble  and  moleft  them. 
While  they  determind  to  refrelh  and  reft  them. 
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The  boord  with  rich  and  coftly  fare  was  filled. 

And  yet  their  fmalleft  pleafure  was  their  meat. 
The  knights  in  languages  and  learning  skilled, 
Talke  otOryllo  and  the  wonder  great. 

To  le  e one  wounded  fo  and  ) et  not  killed. 

It  feemd  to  them  a dreame  & ftraunge  concear. 
And  eu'n  the  wifeft  and  moft  learn’il  did  wonder, 
How  he  reioynd  his  members  cut  in  funder. 
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Onely  ,/lftolfo  in  his  booke  had  read, 

(That  book  that  taught  al  charm's  toouerthrow) 
How  this  Oryllo  nctier  could  be  dead. 

While  in  his  head  one  fatallheare  did  grow. 

But  hauing  puld  this  heare  from  ofhis  head. 

He  ftiotild  be  fubieft  vnto  eu’ry  blow. 

Thus  faid  the  booke,  but  precept  there  was  none. 
Among  fo  many  heares  to  finde  that  one. 
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^Jiolfo  ioyfull  of  this  good  enftruftion. 

Not  doubting  but  by  this  to  make  him  die. 
Making  fome  circumftance  of  entrodufricn. 

He  prayes  the  brothers  giue  him  Icaue  to  trie. 

If  he  could  hnn^Orillo  to  deftruftion. 

And  tlrey  this  frendly  ftiite  do  not  denie, 
Notdoubtinghe  alone  fliould  ftriue  in  vaine. 
With  him  that  late  refiftedhad  them  twaine. 
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Now  had  the  funne  remoou’d  the  nights  darke  vaile. 
When  as  Oryllo  turned  to  the  feeld. 

And  then  the  Englilh  duke  did  him  aflaile. 

Both  fought  on  horsback  both  withljiear  & fheeld 
Eu’n  then  Oryllo  felt  his  heart  to  faile, 

(A  hap  to  him  that  hapned  had  but  feeld) 

Eu’n  then  fome  ftrangeprefage  did  him  offend. 
That  fhow’d  his  dayes  drew  fhortly  to  their  end. 
^3 

Their  fpears  now  broke  their  naked  fwords  they  drew 
^Tiolfo  layes  on  blowcs  c n him  a maine , 

Abou  t the  feeld  Orillos  members  flew. 

But  he  togither  gathers  them  agame. 

And  ftraight  his  fight  and  forces  doth  renew 
The  Enghfh  duke  difmembring  him  in  vaine, 
Vntill  at  length  one  blow  fo  luckie  fped. 

That  by  his  fooulders  he  cut  ofhis  ned. 
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And  haulng  headed  him  fo  eu’n  and  iuft> 

Straight  with  his  head  on  horsback  he  doth  mount 
And  rides  away : Orillo  in  the  duft, 

Gropeth  to  finde  the  fame  as  he  was  wont. 

But  miffing  itj  and  full  of  new  miftruft. 

To  ouertake  him  yethe  makes  account, 

He  rides, and  would  hauc  cridehoe  tarric  tarric. 
But  in  his  hand  the  duke  his  tongue  doth  carrie. 

But  though  his  head  was  loft,  he  Andes  hisheeles, 

T o Ipurre  and  pricke  he  neucr  doth  forbeai  e, 
Theheadleffebodiencuer  fturres  nor  reelcs. 

But  fits  as  fure  as  if  the  head  were  there: 

The  while  the  skull  ^//?t/fopulles  and  peeks. 
Among fuch  ftore  to  finde  th’inchantcdhcare. 
For  in  the  heares  no  dift’renee  was  in  fight. 

To  know  if  he  did  take  the  wrong  or  right. 
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But  fith  to  make  fiire  workc  he  thought  it  beft, 
he  makes  his  Iword  feme  for  a barbers  knife. 

To  fliaue  the  skull  therewith  he  doth  not  reft, 
Vntill  he  finiflu  had  the  bloodie  ftrife; 

He  cuts  thathcareby  chaunce  among  the  reft. 
That  heare  that  held  OriUo  in  his  life, 

, The  face  lookes  pale  jdeuoid  ofliuely  heai^ 

The  bodie  backward  falls  out  of  the  ieat. 
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This  done  the  duke  brought  in  his  hand  tire  hed. 
Returning  to  the  companicagaine. 

And  (bow’d  them  where  he  left  the  carkas  dead. 
Which  when  they  faw  with  certain  fignes  & plaine 
A kind  of  enuiousioyin  them  it  bred. 

For  glad  they  were  their  enimie  was  flainc. 

But  inwardly  they  were  dilpleas’d  and  forie. 

That  this  fame  duke  had  got  from  them  the  glor)’. 
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Alfo  the  women  were  not  well  content. 

That  he  had  llaine  OnUo  in  the  fight, 

Becaufe  it  hindred  liad  their  firft  intent,  (might, 
which  was  to  ftay  thefe  youthes  all  meanes  they 
Meaning  thereby  fome  mifeheefes  to  preuent. 
Which  they  forfaw  fhould  vnto  them  alight: 
Straight  all  that  countrie  was  with  rumor  filled. 
How  th’Englifh  duke  Orillo  feerce  had  killed. 
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Thu  Ihme  hard  pQ,.  ijj  cittics  they  do  vfe, 

attmhh'"’ kceperof  the  next  adioyningfort. 

Sent  by  a Done  a letter  of  the  newes. 

From  Damiat  vnto  the  neareft  port. 

By  which  deuife  moft  rare  they  cannot  chufc. 

But  heare  and  fend  with  fpeed  each  true  report: 
And  thus  in  eu’rie  countrie  and  in  towne. 

They  do  cxtoll  this  Englifh  dukes  renowne, 
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The  worthy  duke  the  brodiers  doth  perfivade. 

From  thence  their  courfes  into  France  to  bend. 
To  do  the  dutie  for  whic  h man  was  made, 

Gods  and  their  countries  honour  to  defend: 
Which  now  the  T utks  and  Panyms  did  enuade. 
Redie  to  bring  the  fame  to  wofull  end. 

Which  coucel  from  fo  great  a Prince  proceeding, 
They  follow’d  ftraight  with  forwardnes  exceeding 
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The  women  now  with  tcarcsin  watric  eyes. 

Bid  them  farewell  and  fo  they  parted  hcncet 
And  for  they  heard  the  holy  cittielies. 

Not  paffingfixe  or  feau’n  day es  ioumey  thence. 

To  take  it  in  their  way  they  do  deuife, 

Tofee  the  place,  where  for  humainc  offence. 

True  Godjtrueman,  dcfccndingffom  aboue, 
fufferdforvs,  vnworthy  offuchloue. 
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And  fith  the  way  betweene  was  large  and  wide. 

Void  of  fit  fruits  for  fuftenance  of  man. 

They  do  good  ftore  of  bread  and  wine  prouide. 

With  needful!  things,  as  for  the  time  they  can. 

And  on  the  giants  Ihouldcrs  them  they  tide, 

Wholikeafutrptcr  horfe  them  after  ran. 

And  on  this  fort  with  moft  deuout  entent. 

Like  pilgrimes  to  lerufalcm  they  went 
73 

Sbee  dayes  they  traueld in  their  werie  way. 

Seeing  nor  man,  nor  beaft,nor  bird  aLue, 

The  feau’nth,  immediat  after  breakc  of  day. 

In  the  moft  blclTcd  cittie  they  arriue: 

Then  vifite  they  the  toombe  where  Ihefus  lay. 

When  with  his  deatli  he  did  vs  dead  reuiue. 

And  brought  hell,  fin,  and  death  into  (ubiedion, 

Withfufiiing,  dying,  and  his  refurreftion. 
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Now  while  the  toombe  with  great  heed  they  behold. 

Bare  head  and  feetc  in  ftiew  ofmeeke  lubmiffion. 

And  with  more  inward  ioy  then  can  be  told. 

Yet  ioyned  with  a deepe  and  fad  contricion, 

That  ftrake  their  hearts  in  awe  & made  the  cold. 

With  true  remorfe  deuoid  of  fiiperftition. 

And  with  themfelues  tliey  ftill  continued  mufing 

Each  one  himfeife  in  fuch  like  words  accufing.  • 

7J  ' 

Why  thenwhere  thou deareLorddidftforour fake,  *"*»(• 
With  wafer  and  with  blood  the  ground  diftaine. 

Shall  not  mine  eyes  fome  fmall  amends  to  make. 

Shed  tetres,  in  memoric  of  (b  great  paine? 

Oh  drowfie  heart  that  doft  not  now  awake. 

Oh  frofen  heart  that  melteft  not  in  raine. 

Oh  ftony  heart  that  doft  nor  now  relent. 

Lament  thee  now,  or  elfe  for  ay  lament. 
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Thus  with  anhumble  and  repentant  fprite. 

They  taryd  at  the  toomb  e no  little  fpace. 

When  loe  theprieftappeared  in  their  fight. 

Whole  office  was  to  keepe  the  holy  place. 

Who  feeing  them  fo  lowly  and  contrite,  ' 

He  doth  empart  to  them  this  Ipeciall  grace,  | 

(Sith  to  amendment  they  were  now  relblued)  j 

Them  of  their  firines  forepafledhe  abfolued.  I 
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This  done,  they  went  about  and  vewd  the  towne. 

Held  in  thofe  happie  dayes  by  Chriften  hands. 

Who  ftriuingnow  to  keepe  each  other  downe. 

With  caufeleflc  warres  do  trouble  fea  and  lands,  trui  reproafi 

Leefing  or  caring  not  for  that  renowne,  cfChnfitn 

In  which  Gods  honour  and  their  faftie  ftands; 

But  letting  this  great  enimie  encreafe,  1 

By  their  feeld  making, neucr  keeping  peace. 
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A gallant  kiiigVvt  whom  Sanfonet  they  call, 

Gouernd  this  cittie  vndcr  Charles  the  great, 
who  then  cnccnded  to  repairc  the  vvd!. 

And  make  the  towne  a ftrong  and  {lately  feat; 
^fiolfo  gaue  to  him  the  giant  tall. 

For  ftrength  and  flature  lit  forfuch  a feat. 

To  feme  his  prefent  purpofe  for  the  nonce, 

Vnto  the  walls  to  carrie  heauie  Hones. 
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And  Sanfonet  doth  eke  on  him  beftow, 

A curious  belt  and  hangers  for  a blade. 

And  fpurres  of  gold,  infubftance  rich  and  {how. 
That  for  that  knight  were  thought' to  haue  bene 
That  flew  the  Dragon  with  a deadly  blow,  (made. 
Which  did  the  Ladie  chall  and  faire  inuade; 
Thus  gifts  both  giu’n  and  tane  on  either  part. 
Each  from  the  other  friendly  doth  depart. 
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Now  going  from  lerufalem,  behold 

They  met  a Greckifli  pilgrim  by  the  way. 

That  fuch  ill  newes  to  good  Gnjfim  told. 

As  made  him  outoftemperalltheday; 

It  was  his  euill  fortiine,deare  to  hold. 

And  giu  e his  heart  vnto  her  for  a p ray. 

That  had  a pleafing  hew,  and  faire  fmoth  skin, 
Butfaire,vnchaft,and  trechcrous  within. 
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Her  name  was  whom  of  late. 

He  left  at  Conftans  of  an  Agew  (icke. 

And  hoping  now  to  finde  her  in  good  ftate, 

He  hears  flic  hath  him  feru’d  a flmtifh  tricke. 
Namely  flie  gotten  had  a new  found  mate. 

Not  caring  if  thathe  were  dead  or  quicker 
She  thought  y for  her  young  years  twas  no  reafon. 
To  lie  alone  in  thatTweetpleafantfeafon. 
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This  newes  his  mind  doth  gripe,  his  heart  doth  bite. 
He  mournes  by  day,  by  night  he  takes  no  reft. 
That  breeds  him  paine  that  others  breeds  delight 
And  this  torments  him  more  then  all  the  reft, 

He  {hames,  and  (hunnes  to  haue  it  come  to  light. 
What  was  his  griefe  that  did  him  fo  moleft: 

And  this  tokeepe  it  clofe  the  rather  made  him, 
Becaufefrom  her  his  brother  did  difTwade  him. 
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But  all  ih  vaine,  for  he  was  wholly  bent, 

To  follow  her  althoughhc  knew  her  nought. 

Yet  tohimfelfe  he  keepeth  this  entent, 

That  fecretly  his  going  may  be  wrought. 

Vowing  to  make  th’adulterer  repent 
Who  now  to  Antiochiahadher  brought. 

But  in  another  booke  I will  exprefTe, 

Ofhis  departure  what  was  the  fuccelTc. 
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digall  of  hit  men, and  rafh  or  headlong  in  his  attempt  s-)the former  of which  fanltsQhat  mrthy  and  valiant  gentlerr:a)Jtr  lohn 
Smithhathveriegrauely  and  iitfily  reproaed  tn  fame  captairsesof  our  time , in  that  treatife  that  he  wrote  in  defence  of  the 
yfe  of  long  howes  j and  indeed  it  cannot  be  denyed  but  bloudie  conqtsefls  are  no  praifi  to  the  conqueror:  In  tokfts  Veherofthe  La-^ 
tedemonians  appointed  that  he  that  wan  a bloody  viflorie  Jhould facrifice  a cockf  j but  he  that  oner  came  by  pollicie  without 
hlooddhed,an  oxet  fo  much  they  preferred  wifdome  that  is  peculiar  to  man,  before firength  that  is  comon  to  beajis,In  Charles 
is  to  be  noted  the  providence  of a Wife  ^ valiant  prince  ■,ln  Aftolfo  that  by  the  power  ofhis  home  ridds  the  country  of theeues 
& ttialefaflors,  we  may  learne  to  apply  the  talents  aregiuen  vs, to  good  vfes;  I n Griffin  that  after  all  his  devotion  at  I erufa- 
lem  , comes  againe  to  Origilla  We  may  note  the  frailtie  offlejh  , and  withall  that  outward  holynejfe  without  inward T^ale 
auaileth  nothing. 

T he  hiforie(fet  downe  here  in  manner  of  a Trophecy')oftheproJperous  raigne  o/'Charles  thefift,is  too  long  to /land  vpon 
in  this  place, but  loiiius,  Guyccardin,Vlloa,Surius  and  Sleydan  himfelfe  (tlsough  his  enemy)  do  witneffehis great  con- 
queflsjsishappy  difeouery  ofth‘lndies,bis  notable  captains,^  the  great  felicitie  ofhis  whole  hfe.Of  which  authors  Lecaufe  two 
are  already  in  Englifh,!  imagine  there  be  few  that  are  U'-^e  to  reade  this, but  haue  read  the  one  of  them, ^ confequetly  Igiow  as 
much  tobetrueas  I do  here fet  downe : uindforthe  Indianioyages  weneednot  fomuchadmyre  the  captaines  of fonennati- 
ons,  hauing  two  of  our  owne  nation  that  haue  both  as  forwardly  aduentu  red  , and  asfortunatly  performed  them  •,  namely  fir 
Francis  Drakc,»/»/«/  touched  before, andyoungmaSierCznisfh. 

In  that  Logeftilla^wef/i  Aftolfo  at  his  departing  a bookto  inftrufl  him,  gy  a home  to  breed  terror  to  his  enemies,by  the 
Icokf  isfignefied  wifedome,  whereby  all  charmes  and  toyes  are  difeouered  •,  and  by  the  home  is  vnderflood  iuSiice,  that  in  deede 
brings  terror  to  all  mifdoers  ,artd  driuesthem  out  of  the  countrie.Furtherwhereas  Logcftilla  fends  Andronica^  Sophro- 
fina  to  fife  conduit  Aftolfo,  leafl  hXcmzfiould  attempt  any  new  matter  againfl  him, it  is  to  be  vnderfiood  allegorically, that 
fortitude  and  temperance  are  the  two  mofi  notable  guids  that  we  can  haue  in  thisworld,  to  kpepevsfrom  pleafures  fnares,  or 
violent  affaults,  Alfo  whereas  Aftolfo  looses  fiifi  in  his  booke  er  he  taig  vpon  him  the  enterpriji  to  fight  with  Orillusy  t is  to 
be  vnderfiood  that  good aduifets  to  be  takpnbefore  menvndertakp  daungerous  exploits. 

T he  houfe  of  C allygorant  alludeth  vnto  the  den  ofC  zcvLiin  the  vif.  of  the  Mneads  in  Virgil, 

— Semperq^recenti 

C.'cde  tenebar  humus,  foribus  affixa  fuperbis. 

Ora  virum  trifti  pendebant  pallida  tabo, 

Simon  Fornarius  thinkps  that  in  the  perfon  oCCalhgorant,  he  ment  a fubti'l  fophifier  tlrat  became  an  heretike,<tnd car-' 
rupted  many,  but  after  recanfing,did good  feruice  in  the  Church.  Thefatall  beare  of  On]\us, though  it  be  meerelj  fahulottt 
yet  hathitallufion  to  fame  truth:  for  befides  that,  diuersVocts  haue  writtenoffeme,  whofe  life  lay  in  their  heare,  as  Nyfus, 
ktUedhy  his  daughter  , and  Ale  c&  that  could  not  die  till  Metcmie  cut  oft  one  heare:  and  0/  Dido  lilgwifeisfaid  that  Iris 
Was  fent  to  cut  herheare  to  ridde  her  out  of  her  paine  •,  befides  thefe  (l  ftf)  the feripture  tefiifies  the  virtue  e/’Samfons 
ftrength  to  haue  bene  in  his  hearty  which  is  as  ftraungef  ir  reafon  as  any  cf  the  refi. 

Here  end  the  notes  of  the  xviooke. 
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Ailuflon. 


THE  SIXTEENTH  BOOKE 


I2I 


Ofthutoi>\intt 

morallmortat 

lofjf. 


Simile. 


THE  ARGVMENT, 

G rifiK  dotfj  finde  his fubtlemifires  firaying, 
fVtth  Vile  Mart  am,  but  is  pacijid: 

TheT urkes  and  Chnfltans  all  their  force  dijplajing. 
Fight  till  on  both  fdes  many  thoufands  dyde: 

Hotijes  andmen  by  ftvordand  fire  delaying^ 

F)o  make  a rtofallfght  on  either  fide: 

JV It hout  the  towne  the  Chrtfttans plague  the  T urkes, 
IVithin  fierce  %odomontmuch  mifcheefeworkes. 


iReat  paincs  in  louc  fiill 
many  men  hauc  found 
Of  which  my  felfe  hauc 
prou'd  fo  great  a part. 
As  by  my  skill  fomc  good 
may  hap  redound, 
Tofuch  as  arc  lefl'e  skil- 
ful! in  this  art: 
Whcrforc  what  I affirme 
with  ludgement  found 
To  breed  iuft  caufe  of  lefl'e  or  greater  Imart, 
Beleeiiewhatlfetdowne  foryourbehoofe, 
Ttebatttm  eTi^  1 know  tis  true  by  proofe. 

z 

I do  afErme,  and  haue,  and  eucr  lhall. 

That  he  that  bindcs  himfdfe  in  worthy  bands. 
Although  his  miftres  fliewhim  grace  but  fmal), 
Altliough  he  find  e no  fauoiir  at  her  hands,  (all, 
Sharp  wordsjCoy  looks, final  thanks,  hope  none  at 
Though  more  & more  aloofe  from  him  flie  ftands 
Yet  fo  his  heart  and  thoughts  be  highly  paced, 

He  muftnot  mourne,no  though  he  die  difgraced. 
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Let  him  lament, let  him  mourne,  pine,  and  die. 
Whom  wanton  wandring  eies,whom  flaring  heare 
Haue  made  a flauc,  vnder  the  which  doth  lye, 

A heart  corrupt,a  tongue  that  falfe  will  fweare, 
Like  wounded  deare  in  vaine  he  feckes  to  flic. 
And  in  his  tliigh  the  fliaft  about  doth  beare. 

And  this  aboue  the  reft  torments  him  chcefc, 

He  is  afliam'd  and  dares  not  fliew  his  greefe, 

4 

Such  was  the  hap,  filch  was  the  wofiill  ftate. 

Of  Griffin  now  pofleft  witli  foohfti  lou  c. 


He  knew  her  mind  and  manners  worthy  hate,’ 
y et  could  not  he  this  fancie  fond  remoue : 
Reafon  in  vaine  his  pafliion  would  abate. 
Appetite  rules  and  place  d is  aboue : 

That  be  flic  near  fo  falfe,  ingrate  or  nought. 

Yet  needs  of  him  flie  muft  be  lou’d  and  fought. 

Away  he  fteales  from  hence  infecretfort. 

Nor  to  his  brother  once  adew  doth  fay. 

Fearing  leaft  that  his  brother  would  dehort 
Him  from  her  louc,as  oft  he  did  alfay: 

And  that  his  iourney  may  be  cut  more  fliorr. 

He  coafts  the  coimtrie  for  the  ncareft  way, 

■ , He  trauels  all  the  day  and  halfc  the  nighr, 

Vntill  Damafeo  came  within  his  fight. 
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Faftby  this  towne  this  trul!  he  ouertookc. 

That  louingly  with  her  new  louc  did  ride. 

And  all  old  frends  and  loners  all  forfooke. 

He  was  her  Champion  he  her  onely  guid: 

A man  might  boldly  fweare  it  on  a booke. 

He  were  a husband  fit  for  fuch  a bride. 

He  falfe,  vnconftant,trecherous,fo  was  flic: 

She  had  a modeft  looke,  and  fo  had  he. 
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He  rode  aU  armd  vpon  a ftamping  fteed. 

With  guilded  barb  that  coft  full  many  a crowncj 
She  ware  no  lefl’e  magnificent  a weed, 

A ritch  embroderd purple  veluet  gowne; 

Thus  to  Damafeo  ward  they  do  proceed. 

Where  late  there  was  proclaim  cd  in  the  towne, 
A folemnc  feaft  that  fliould  endure  fomc  dayes. 
For  iufts,  for  tilt,  for  turneyes,  and  for  playes. 

L y 


Digftum  pttteU* 
tperculum. 

Or  at  iheEnglish 
prouerb  faith. 
Like  wtUtoUke 
quoth  the  diueU 
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When  the  falfe  queanc  good  Griffin  had  efpide, 

(For  who  (he  knew  her  fquirc  wouJdbc  to  wcake) 
Though  fore  appald,  a->  fcant  (he  could  ic  hide, 
Leaft  he  his  wrath  on  both  at  once  fliould  wreakc. 
Yet  as  the  time  permits  (he  doth  prouidc, 
Gonfulting  with  her  guid  before  (he  fpeake : 

And  when  they  had  agre’d  how  to  deceaue  him. 
With  open  armes  Ihe  runneth  to  receaue  him. 
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And  framing  ihenher  fpeach  with  great  regard. 

To  anlwere  fit  vntoher  geftureskind, 

Dcare  fir  (quoth  (he)  is  this  the  due  reward, 
Myloyallloue  toyoudeferuesto  find? 

That  from  your  fight  I (hould  a yeare  be  bard. 
Your  fight  thatfolely  can  content  my  mind? 

You  left  megreeued  with  a burning  feauer. 

But  burning  more  in  loue  ofyou  for  euer. 
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where  I your  comminglookt  for  long  in  vaine. 

Each  houre  a day, each  month  did  feeme  a yearc. 
And  of  your  abfence  long  I did  complaine. 
Enquiring  oft,  if  1 of  you  could  hearer 
Alas  how  full  is  carcfull  loue  ofpaine  ? 

So  fad  mine  heart,foheuiewas  my  chcare. 

As  being  in  dilpaire  which  way  to  mend  it, 

I Jotli’d  my  life,  and  did  defire  to  end  it. 
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But  loe  how  fortune  when  1 looked  leaft, 

Hath  now  proiuded  me  of  double  aid. 

Sending  my  brother,  this  moft  welcome  gueft. 
With  whom  1 hauc  without  diftionour  ftaid. 

And  now  your  fdf  whofe  prefence  makes  meblcft 
For  had  your  coniming  longer  bene  delaid. 

So  was  iny  heart  and  foule  to  you  cnclined, 
Thatfure  for  greefc  1 fhouldhaue  dyde&pyned. 

12. 

Thus  flattring  words  wherewith  her  toung  abounds, 
Holpc  her  in  (b  good  fort  her  tale  to  frame. 

That  vpon  him  the  greater  fault  redounds. 

As  glad  he  was  toskufehimfelfe  firo  blame. 

Thus  her  ftrong  reafons  fouded  on  weak  grounds. 
Do  dcare  both  hef,and  him  that  with  her  came. 
And  makes  him  deemd  a kinfman  and  a brother. 
That  did  his  beft  to  make  this  maide  a mother. 


If 


So  that  he  did  not  onely  not  reproue, 

Her  that  fotrech’roufly  had  him  betraid. 

So  that  he  did  not  wreake  as  did  bchoue, 
Th’adulterer  that  falfe  with  her  had  plaid  j 
But  thinkes  it  well  if  he  the  blame  remoue. 
Which  to  his  charge  fo  probably  (Tie  laid : 

And  as  for  him  (loue  makes  him  feelo  blindly) 
He  calls  himkiiirman,andfalutes  him  kindly. 
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Thus  Griffin  of  his  loue  no  whit  abates. 

Bat  keepes  her  companie  as  with  his  owne, 

Vntill  they  came  within  Damafeo  gates, 

Where  none  of  them  were  feene  before  or  known 
The  towne  was  full  of  Lords  and  great  eftates. 
The  rumor  of  the  feaft  fb  far  was  blowne, 

Which  y they  might  haue  more  fecurely  haunted, 
The  king  to  all  tliat  came  fafe  condmft  graunted. 


But  here  I ceafe  to  talke  ofOn^l?, 

And  of  her  mate  with  her  as  fitly  met. 

As  knau  ifli  iacke  could  be  for  whorifh  gill, 

Falfe  and  vnehaft,  as  euer  water  wet: 

To  flatter  and  diflemble  pafling  skill. 

And  all  was  fifh  that  came  mto  her  net: 

Now  here  1 leaue  good  Griffin  in  her  armes. 

And  tume  me  to  die  Turkifh  men  of  armes. 

j6 

I left  where  ^^amant  aflaulted  hard, 

A gate  which  he  had  hoped  to  haue  found, 
Feoble  and  wcake,  naked  and  vnprepard, 

Eafie  to  haue  beene  beaten  to  the  ground: 

1 told  you  how  king  Charles  the  place  did  guard, 

[ Inuirond  with  felcded  fouldicrs  round. 

Namely, the  G tydom  ftrong  and  An^ltro^ 

Otony  Ouolyo  ftout  and  Berlingero, 
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Thus  cither  band  in  fight  of  cither  king, 

Fighteth  in  hope  of  great  reward  and  prailc. 
Thinking  fuch  honour  backe  that  day  to  bring, 

As  fliould  rhemfelucs  and  all  their  offpring  raife. 
But  fuch  great  ftore  of  darts  the  Chriftians  fling. 
As  ftill  the  Turkes  are  foyled  many  wayes. 

They  die, and  by  tlicir  deathes  dootliers  teach. 
How  hurtful!  tis  to  rou  e beyond  their  reacli. 

18 

But  whofe  men  confumdwith  fire, 

filled  their  mafters  mind  with  double  rage. 

Yet  to  auenge  their  deaths  dothfodefirc. 

As  nought  bu  t blood  his  thirft  of  blood  can  fwage 
He  (pares  not  in  the  paffion  of  h is  yre. 

Women  nor  men,ordernorfex,nor  age. 

Away  do  runne  the  filly  people  crying, 

Leauing  their  children,  trends  and  wines  a dying, 

19 

Happie  were  they  whofe  feet  didferue  them  beft. 
The  furie  of  this  cmell  Turke  to  fliunne. 

Many  were  killed  in  their  flight,  the  reft 
Vnto  the  Churches  or  ftrong  houfes  runne. 
Locking  the  gates  againft  fo  fierce  a gueft. 

That  in  tlie  ftrecteshadfo  great  mifchcefe  done.' 
And  of  them  all  that  had  bene  flaine  in  chafe. 
Not  one  of  them  was  wounded  in  the  face. 


He  fillnrti  thi 
matter  01  tb*  17 
xxi.fi.  ^ 


But  as  the  Tygcrkils  the  fearefull  Doe, 

That  but  by  flight  cannot  it  felfe  defend. 

Or  as  the  Wolucs  do  Ipoile  the  flieepe;  cu’n  lb 
This  cnielTurk  their  guilclelTe  blood  dothljiend: 
They  neither  know  to  ttrike  nor  ward  a bio, 

T o hurt  their  foe  nor  yet  to  helpe  their  frend : 
Thuspaft  the  Pagan  to  S.  Michels  bridge. 

And  none  there  was  his  paflage  to  abridge. 

21 

He  kills  alike  the  finner  and  the  good. 

The  reuerent  father  and  the  harmeleflc  child. 

He  fpils  alike  the  young  and  aged  blood, 

Widowes  and  wiues,and  virgines  vndefilJe, 

And  though  that  all  did  y celd  and  none  withftood 
Yet  mercie  from  his  mind  was  lb  exild. 

He  flicwd  to  fuch  as  thing;  cantruely  valew. 
Great  fignes  of  crueltie  but  none  of  valew. 

Nor 
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Nor  doth  the  cruell  rage  and  furic  ccafc, 

With feing  of  fo  many  people  flaine, 

But  rather  ftill  it  growes  and  doth  encrcafc, 
Towards  thofe  other  that  aliue  remaine  : 

Nor  graunts  he  to  the  churches  any  peace. 

But  eu’n  as  though  the  walls  could  fufferpainej 
He  makcih  furious  warres  againft  the  walls. 
Flinging  againft  them  ftorcoffirie  balls. 

23 

Their houfes  allwerc  built  in  Paris  then, 

Of  timber  (and  I ludge  this  prefcnc  hotirc, 

Of  bricke  and  ftone  there  are  not  fixe  of  ten) 
Which  made  the  Pagan  then  to  bend  his  powre. 
To  burnc  thchcufeSjhauingkiUd  the  men; 

And  though  that  fire  do  of  it  felfc  deuoiir. 

Yet  he  dothhelpc  the  fire  andouerthrew  them, 
And  thofe  that  lurkt  within  he  fpoyld  and  flew  tlte 
H 

Had ^gramant  had  like  fuccefle  without. 

As  had  within  this  wicked  li^domount^ 

The  walls  of  Paris  had  not  kept  him  our, 
OnwhichfoofthedidafTay  to  mount; 

But  now  this  while  the  Angel  brought  about, 
'Ronaldo  ftout  the  floure  ofClarimount, 

Both  with  the  Englilh  and  the  Scots  fupplies. 

As  fecretly  as  Silence  could  deuife. 

And  that  they  might  them  more  vnwares  alTaile, 
They  caft  a bridge  aleaguc  aboue  the  towne, 
Pamngthe  riuer  to  their  beftauaile. 

And  fo  in  battle  order  comming  downe, 

Not  doubting  if  their  footing  do  not  fade. 

To  get  that  day  glorie  and  great  renownc; 

And  ftill  among  the  rankes  Remldo  rides. 

And  for  things  needful!  euermore  prouidcs. 

16 

Twotheufandhotfe  vnderdukc  Edmonds ^id. 

And  thrife  two  thoufand  archers  he  dothfend. 
To  get  to  Paris  on  the  tother  fide. 

To  hclpc  within  the  cittie  to  defend; 
(Thecariages  a id  other  Ictsbefide, 

Toleaue  behind  a while  he  doth  entend) 

Thcfe  fuccours  greatly  helpe  die  towne  within. 
And  at  Saint  Dennu  gate  they  let  them  in. 

'-7 

Rfmldo  takes  the  condiift  of  the  reft, 

Appo.nting  each  his  office  and  his  place, 

As  in  his  skdl  and  iudgement  leemeth  beft, 
Seu’ring  each  band  from  other  with  a fjiace: 

And  feeing  eu’rie  one  was  prone  and  prtft. 

As  was  to  be  required  infuchcafe. 

He  calleth  all  the  Lords  and  leaders  chiefe, 
Vfing  to  them  this  py thy  fpecch  and  briefe, 

28 

'RtMliot  oratio  My  Lords  (quoth  he)  I need  not  to  repeat, 
fromii.fl.u  Your  weightiebufneflevntoyou  atlarge, 

Onely  I fay  youhaue  iuft  caufe  and  great. 

To  giue  God  thankes,ycur  duetics  to  difeharge. 
That  here  hath  fentyou,whcre  withlittle  fweat, 
Giuingbuton  our  foes  one  valiant  charge. 

You  may  obtaine  true  fame  and  glorie  more. 
Then  haueyour  auncefters  obtauid before. 


19 

God,oncly  God  thatgiucs  and  guyds  good  chance. 
Hath  offerd  vnto you  this  good  occafion. 

Your  names  and  glories  highly  to  aduance, 

Which  IS  in  noble  minds  a ftrong  perlwafion; 

Behold  the  kings  of  England  and  of  France, 
Endaungerd  greatly  by  the  Turkes  inuafion. 

Shut  vp  in  trenches  and  inwalls  with  fhamc. 

You  may  fetfree  to  your  immortall  fame. 

30 

The  verie  law  of  nature  and  humanitie, 

Wills  noble  hearts  to  helpe  the  weake  diftrefledi 
But  more  thelawes  and  ftatc  of  Chtiftianitiei 
Without  you  r helpe  now  like  to  be  opprellcd. 

And  right  religion  turndto7  urkifh  vari!tie,(fed. 
Of  which  what  harms  will  grow  may  foon  be  guef- 
Our  Temples  faire  with  their  foule  idols  filled, 

Our  virgins  (chaft  by  vow)  deflnurd  and  killed. 

No  meanc,  no  ftay,  no  end  will  be  of  flaughter, 

Of  rapes  and  rapines  wicked  and  vniul^ 

No  manftiallkcepehis  fifter,wife,or  daughter. 

Out  ofthe  reach  of  their  vnrulyluft;  * 

But  now  if  you  thefeforrowes  turne  to  laughter, 
Andraile  their  honour  troden  in  the  duft. 

They  muft  ow  you  the  freedomes  and  the  hues. 

Of  them , their  friends , their  children  and  their 
3^  (wiues. 

In  auncient  times  alaurell  cyuicke  crowne, 

To  him  thatfau’d  one  citizen  they  gauc, 

If  then  they  had  fiich  honour  and  renownc  : 

How  many  crownes  fhallyoudeferuc  tohauc. 

If  (not  a townfman  but)  a noble  towne. 

And  thoufand  innocents  therein  you  fane? 

In  you  it  lies  them  topreferue  and  cherilh, 
That(but  for  you)  in  woe  ftiouIJpine  and  periflu 
,33 

which  if  they  fliould  (as  God  forbid  they  Ihould) 

By  thefe  vile  Sarazens  be  ouer  mnne: 

Then  were  the  Romaine  Empire  bought  & fold. 
The  holy  church  were  fpoild  and  quite  vndonc. 

In  you  it  is  t hefe  huge  harm  es  to  withhold. 

By  you  alone  muft  this  exploit  be  done; 

T r ead  then  this  p ath  of  praife  fo  large  and  ample, 
llelead  the  way, follow  but  mine  example. 

This  fpecch  by  him  vtterd  with  fo  good  Ipright, 

With  voicefo  audible,  with  comly  grace, 

Incenfed  them  withfuch  defire  to  fight. 

That  tedious  Teem’d  to  them  each  little  (pace. 

And  as  we  fee  in  riding  men  delight,  • 

Tofptirrcahorfe  althoughherunneapace; 

So  ftird  Rcmldo  with  this  exhortation, 

Thofe  cf  ihe  Englifh  and  the  Scottilh  nation^ 

33 

And  hauing  thus  confirmd  their  forward  hearts, 

And  promil’d  largely  in  his  mafters name, 

Great  recompence  to  eu’rie  mans  defearts, 

Vnto  the  riuei  walls  he  clofely  came. 

His  atmie  he  deuides  in  fundrie  parts, 

• Leaft  breach  of  order  bring  them  out  of  frame; 
And  with  the  Irilh  band  he  firft  indents, 

Tofpoile  their  lodgings, and  to  rob  their  tents. 

L iij  * 
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The  reft  he  thus  in  prudent  fort  deuidcs. 

The  vaward  Zerbin  hath  in  gouerment  j 
The  dukeof  Lancafter  the  batcell  guides. 

The  duke  ofClarens  with  the  rereward  went, 
I{maldo  with  fome  chofen  men  befides, 

Giues  the  firft  charge  by  generall  confent: 

Then  on  the  fodaine  they  doraifcalhout, 
Filling, our  fide  with  couragejtlieirs  with  doubt. 

37 

'B^nJdo  riding  out  afore  the  reft, 

(Meaning  to  do  as  much  as  he  had  faid) 

Put  Ipiirs  to  horfe  and  fees  his  fpearc  in  reft, 

His  oneJy  fight  the  Pagans  greatly  fraid^ 

With  fainting  hearts,  pall  lookes  & panting breft. 
They  fhew  moft  certainc  fignes  of  minds  difmaid, 
Onely  king  VuHano  ftiewes  no  token, 

Of  heart  aftonifticd  or  courage  broken. 

But  trufting  to  his  ftrength,and  void  of  feare. 

And  raunging  out  in  fight  of  all  his  band, 
Meeteth  him  man  to  man,  and  Ipcaie  to  Ipeare, 
Mecteth  him  horfe  to  horfe,  and  hand  to  hand; 

But  ftraight  it  plainly  was  difcerned  thearc. 
Sleight  wichou  c force  in  lirtle  fteed  doth  ftand; 
This  kind  of  fight  was  of  a rougher  fort. 

Then  running  of  a courle  at  tilt  in  (port. 
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Thus  was  kingP«/<4»oucrthrownc  and  tine. 

Sore  to  the  terrour  of  the  Pagan  hoft, 

Next  came  the  king  (that  giant)  of  Oran, 

That  of  his  goodly  ftature  much  doth  boft; 
Butfoone  ^naldo  brought  him  to  his  bane. 

His  horfe, his  weajion  and  his  life  he  loft-, 

Glad  was  the  horfe  to  finde  himfelfe  enlarged. 
And  of  his  hcauie  burthen  fo  difchargcd. 
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Nor  was  ^naUlo  of  his  fword  more  fparc. 

Then  of  his  Ipeare  before  himfelfe  he  fhewd. 

His  bladeF«»erf4pearced  to  the  bare, 

When  he  his  thrufts  or  deadly  blowes  beftowdj 
No  flicelds,  no  coats  of  fb  good  temper  arc, 

Nor  cloth  in  hunderd  foulds  togither  fowd, 

That  this  fame  fatall  blade  of  his  widiftood. 

But  that  at  eu’ric  blow  it  fetcht  the  blood. 

41 

Neither didZ<i-i»» merit  common  praifc. 

That  of  his  vallew  fhewd  that  day  good  proofc. 
Meeting  the  ftouteft  Turkes  at  ^1  affayes. 

On  horfe,  onfoote,  at  hand  and  far  aloofe, 
Praftifing  and  performing  fundrie  wayes. 

That  might  be  for  their  harmc  and  his  bchoofe: 
And  all  his  band  in  fight  was  fierce  and  hot. 

As  IS  the  nature  of  the  valiant  Scot. 

41 

So  that  their  heat  and  firie  courage  bold, 

Shewd  by  the  blowes  they  to  the  Pagans  gauc. 
Did  make  their  ftomakcsfainr,their  courage  cold 
Glad  in  the  end  by  flight  themfelues  to  fauc. 

For  Sobrin  one  in  y eares  and  iudgement  old, 
(Though  nolelTe  flout  the  thofe  j^lefle  age  hauc) 
Feeling  the  furieofthis  Scottifh  fire. 

He  doth  a little  with  his  band  retyre. 


The  worthy  dukes  of  Albina  and  Mar, 

Followd  in  valiantfort  the  good  fucccflc. 

And  with  the  lame  preuailcd  had  fo  far. 

As  they  had  brought  the  Turkes  to  great  diftrcflc 
TiW  Jfolir  the  new  kingof  Nauar, 

Came  witli  his  band  their  fiiric  to  reprefle. 

And  on  that  fide  the  battell  did  reftote, 

Almoft  now  loft, at  leaft  declmd  before. 
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Then  grew  the  fight  on  both  fides  firme  and  ftablc, 
Bothfidcs  defend,  both  fides  alike  inuadc. 

They  call  on  both  fides  darts  innumerable; 
Making  therewith  a darke  vnpleafing  ihadc: 

An  cndlelle  worke  it  were  to  write  the  table. 

The  Chriftians  kiUd  with  bow,witli  bil,  with  blade 
Somtime  the  fway  goeth  hither/omumc  thether. 
Like  waters  driu’n  with  doubtfull  tides  & wether. 

When  one  is  fiaine  his  rcome  another  fills, 

When  one  is  hurt  another  takeshis  place. 

And  he  that  now  another  fmites  and  kills, 

•Falls  dead  himfelfe  within  a little  fpace: 

Great  heaps  of  bodies  dead  make  little  hills. 

The  earth  it  felfc  lookes  with  abloodie  face. 

The  greene  wherewith  it  erft  was  ouctlprcd, 
Turncth  tofanguin  and  vcrmillion  red. 

4^. 

My  pen  wouldfaile  and  skil  would  be  toofeant. 

To  tell  the  famous  aftes  that  wrought. 

How  his  new  brother,  noble  ^riodanty 
Againft  the  ftouteft  of  die  Pagans  fought. 

And  how  ftilJ  one  fupplying  tothers  want, 

Helpe  tothcmfelucs.hurt  to  the  Panims  brought 
Namely  when  Zerbin  had  bene  almoft  flame. 

By  baftards  two  of^ra^oninSpainc. 
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Cltelindo  one,  the  other  Mofeo  hight, 

Thefe  two  at  once  on  Zeriin  bent  their  force. 
Hoping  and  if  their  hands  could  hit  aright. 

Him  for  to  woundor  at  the  leaft  vnhorfe. 

They  wound himnot,  yet  forft  him  to  alight. 

For  vndcr  him  fo  fore  they  hurt  his  horfe; 

To  feme  his  Lord  he  was  no  longer  able. 

But  made  the  field  his  cuerlafting  liable. 
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This  foile  and  fall  his  courage  more  do  whet. 

To  loofe  the  femice  ofhis  truftie  fteed. 

Out  of  the  faddle  quickly  he  doth  get. 

Anger  his  lofle,his  wrath  reuenge  doth  breed: 

He  mcanes  not  long  to  tarric  in  their  debt. 

That  to  his  horfe  did  this  vnworthy  deed. 

And  firft  he  gaue  to  Mefco  fuch  a thruft. 

As  m ade  him  tumble  fcncelefl'e  in  the  duft. 
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But  when  CheUndo  law  hisbrother  ded, 

Reuenge  and  feare  in  him  togither  ftrauc. 

His  inward  feare  proiioktliim  tohaue  fled, 
Himfelfe  from  daunger  imminent  ro  faue; 

But  ftraight  reuenge  another  humor  bred. 
Expelling  feare,  and  makes  him  bold  and  brauc. 
He  Ipurreshis  horfe,inhope  toouerrun  him. 

But  Zerbin  flightly  fteppcs  afide  to  fhunne  him. 
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And  fuch  a blow  he  lent  him  as  he  paft, 

Vpon  his  fhouldcis  from  the  reredemain. 

That  horle  and  man  both  to  the  ground  were  caft 
Whence  neither  of  them  rofc  aliue  againe: 

And  now  the  Spanifh  band  came  in  fo  faff, 

As  noble  Zer’oi»  had  almoft  bene  flame,  | 

But  ylntdanie  then  him  fclfc  befturd, 

Making  an  open  lane  by  dint  of  fword. 
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The  while,  the  Duke  of  Clarence  doth  aflailc. 

Their  rcregard by  flout  ii<ir;fow/£p led. 

The  Englilii  archers  (hoot  as  thicke  as  hailc, 
Which  to  their  horfemcn  great  annoyance  bred. 
On  eu’rie  fide  the  Chriftens  do  prcuailc. 

On  eu’ric  fide  the  fcarfuJl  Pagans  fled. 

Many  were  flaine,  many  v/ere  prifners  taken. 
Their  batteil  now  declined  fore  and  lhaken. 

And  had  bene  loft  had  not  Ferratv  by  chaunce. 

Come  to  their  ayd,  as  young  fell, 

Slaineby  aknicht  of  Scotland  or  ofFraunce, 

A crucll  knight,  whofe  name  I cannot  tell; 

Ferraiv  was  fore  aggrieu’d  at  this  mifchaunce, 

He  knew  this  youth,  and  loii’d  him  pafling  well, 
Becaufe  his  skill  in  muficke  was  fo  choice. 

Both  for  fweet  ftroke,  and  for  hispleafing  voice. 
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Had  not  the  humor  of  ambition  vainc. 

With  crotchets  new  his  foolifh  fancie  filld. 

He  might  hauebetter  ftayd  at  home  in  Spainc, 
Then  come  abrode  to  be  m battel!  killd; 

But  thus  we  fee  tlicy  get  but  lofle  and  paine, 

That  dcale  in  that  in  which  they  be  not  skilld, 

I wifti  muficions  medd  le  with  their  fongs. 

And  pray  thefouldicrs  to  reuenge  their  wrongs. 

Ferraw  that  fawten  thoufand  flaine  before. 

Without  or  fetching  figh  or  fhedding  teare. 

With  this  his  minions  death  was  grieu’d  fo  lore. 
As  fcatfe  he  could  eu'n  then  to  weepe  forbearc. 
But  he  that  killd  him  fhall  abuy  therfore. 

By  Macon  and  Lanfufa  he  doth  fweare. 

And  ftraight  performd  it  to  the  knights  great  pain 
For  with  his  poUax  he  dalht  out  his  br  am. 
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Nor  fo  content,  he  runs  among  the  prefle. 

And  in  his  rage  fo  many  Scots  he  flew. 

That  tlieir  late  forwardnefle  he  didreprefle, 
And  caufd  that  they  in  haft  them  felues  withdrev/: 
Then  to  the  tents  was  fent  the  king  of  FelTe, 

To  make  refiftance  to  die  Irilh  crew. 

That  fpoild  their  lodgings  hauing  robd  the  bell. 
And  went  about  to  fet  on  fire  the  reft. 
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But  when  the  ftout  king-/^^r.j»»<j»i  elpidc. 

The  daunger  great  he  and  his  men  were  in, 

And  how  thele  new  fuppiics  on  cu’rie  fide. 

Made  his  retire,"and  ground  of  them  did  win; 

To  fauc  his  ownc  m time  he  doth  prouide. 

And  lets  alone  the  walls  and  them  within. 

Him  felfe  with  Lords  and  other  Princes  ftore. 
Came  v/hes^Fmatv  was  entredlate  before. 
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And  in  fuch  ftrength  they  do  theirforccs  linkc, 

And  with  fuch  furie  they  reftore  die  fight. 

That  now  the  Scots  began  to  fade  and  ftirinkc, 

Sauc  that  Kenaldu  came  eu’n  then  in  fight,  TitnMai  ««»- 

And  cride,  (O  worthie  Scots)and  do  you  thinkc,  ragtment  tj  iht 
T o faue  your  felues  by  fo  vnworthie  night? 

Will  you  fo  leefe  the  lionor  late  you  wonne  f 
Care  you  no  more  to  faueyour  matters  fonne  ? 

58 

Do  you  regard  no  more  your  reputation, 

By  you  in  fundrie  blocdic  battels  got, 

To  Icaue  the  floure  and  icwellofyour  nation, 

Amidliis  foes  as  if  you  lou’d  him  not  ? 

Ye  fliame  your  felues  and  all  your  generation. 

If  you  diftaine  ycu  wiihfo  f'oule  ablor, 

Turne,iurnc  I layjand  take  fome  heart  of  grace. 

And  mectc  and  finite  thefe  Panim.s  m the  face. 
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They  that  before  were  fo  witlifearcpofleft, 

W ere  now  fo  heartned  that  with  honeft  fliame. 

Each  one  doth  feeme  his  fafctie  to  deteft, 

Eech  one  his  mynd  with  anger  doth  enflame, 

And  where  they  left  their  captaine  halfc  diftreft. 

After  thij  forward  guide  as  fall  they  came: 

Ze/i/»  was  refeude  from  the  Turkilh  forces,  , 

And  mounted  ftraight  one  of  the  emptie  horfes. 
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"Ronaldo  that  did  euer  take  delight, 

To  fet  on  thofe  that  were  molt  ftrong  and  ftout, 

When  once  king  ^gramant  was  come  infi^t, , 

Him  fro  the  reft  forthwith  he  finglcs  cut: 

But  when  betweenethem  was  begun  the  fight. 

They  fundred  were  by  thofe  that  flood  about, 

I mean  the  Turks,vvho  their  chicfprince  defeded. 

Who  clfcperhap  hisraigne  eu’n  then  had  ended. 
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Now  while  without  the  walls,  the  batcell  lb. 

On  either  fide  with  furie  was  renewd. 

Fierce  Hodomom  within  did  w orke  fuch  wo. 

More  ruftill  fight  with  eye  was  neuer  vewd; 

To  wracke  profane  the  holy  temples  go. 

He  fetteth  fire  on  all:  and  to  conclude. 

He  did  alone  fo  fpoile  the  goodly  citie, 

As  might  haue  mou’d  a ftonie  heart  to  pitie. 
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Now  (while  king  Charles  that  was  far  of  from  thence. 

Did  entertaine  the  new  come  Engliflihoft, 

The  which  Renaldo  fent  for  their  defence) 

Behold  there  came  a tneflenger  in  poll. 

Looking  like  one  beftraught  of  vlit  and  Icnce, 

His  voyce  with  haft  and  feare  was  welnigh  loft. 

And  when  his  broken  words  were  plainly  hard. 

Ah  well  away  (he  cries)  we  all  arc  niard: 

, ^3 

- Some  fend  of  hell  (for  fiirc  a fend  ofhcll 
It  is  that  doth  our  citie  fodeftroy) 

Is  fent  from  Belzebub  with  vs  to  dwell. 

To  worke  our  vtter  ruine  and  annoy: 

This  day  we  mull  bid  all  good  day  cs  farewell. 

This  day  mull  be  the  laft  day  of  our  ioy; 

Lo  yonder  how  our  facred  temples  fmoke. 

Nor  one  in  their  defence  dares  ftrike  a ftroke. 
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Simik.  Looke  how  a man  would  be  amazd  to  hcare, 

Firft  a difordred  foundofdiuerfc  bells. 

And  after  find,  when  he  approcheth  nearc, 

Fierd  by  mifliap,his  houfc  wherein  he  dwells: 
Infuch  amazement  and  infiichafeare. 

Was  Charles  to  heare  the  talc  this  poore  man  tells. 
And  as  he  thithernearer  came  andnearcr. 

He  fees  the  buildings  clearer  bume  and  clearer. 


Of  hardie  Squires  he  culls  a gallant  crew. 
Meaning  todriue  away  this  wicked  wight, 

Be  it  a man,  or  (pright  with  humane  hew. 

That  doth  vnto  the  townc  this  fowle  delpight: 
Now  came  he  where  heplaine  might  fee  invew. 
Men  murdred,  houfes  burnd,  a tvofull  fight. 
But  now  although  perhap  my  itorie  pleafe  you, 
Topawfe  a litle  may  rcfrelli  and  eafeyou. 


Moral. 


M a /ler  Edward 
Dier  a Somerftt 
ihiremaa, 


S 


Hiftorie, 


Allegorie. 


Allufion. 


In  the  perfon  of  Griffino  U deferibed  , ayoung  man  hefotted  witkloue  and  afieOkn  of  a i ileflrumfet , fo  aejl.  e eafly 
perftvadeshim,  that  he  that  in  deed  Ipjt  her fo  openly,  as  all  the  world J^ah^  of  it,  was  her  brother  or  her  cofingei  man,orJon:e 
fach  matter  as  eafly  blinded  his  eyes  , being  bleared  before  with  afethen  ; and  in  thiskjnd , though  I tneane  to  toneh  none  by 
name,  yet  I doubt  not  but  marry  willfeele  them  felues  touched  of  both  forts ; f ch  as  G riflFno  , that  place  their  louein  rnhor- 
thy  perfons:  and  fuel)  as  Martano,  that  ynder  the  name  ofl^inred,  arc  meft  rile  and  filthie  adulterers, which  how  comments 
now  a d ayes  this fayingfljews,  turned  now  almoflto  a prouerbe  ( J he  ne  rer  oflft , thefconer  in. ) and  that  rafe  of  Ouid, 
tra}iflated,or  rather pie'dy  turned  by  pleafant  Gentlemen  to  tlnspu-.pt^e. 

Tuta  frequcnfque  via  eft  fub  amici  fallcrc  nomcn, 

Tuta  frequenfijiie  licet  fit  via  crimen  habet.  . 

faje  and  commonway  ittsbyb^nred  todeceaiie,  ■ 

But fafe  and  common  though  it  be, tklinaicrieby  your  leaue. 

The great  aphorifme  or  maxime  fet  diwne  in  the  two  lafl  vefes  of  the  fecond  fajfe  of  this  booke,was  imitated  by  a Cattle- 
man of  oar  country, in  hit  younger  day  es,  though  a man  euer  of  great  wit  andwoith.'hisyerfewas  this^ 

He  that  hath  plaft  his  heart  on  hie, 

Muft  not  lament  although  he  die. 

To  which  putpofe  allthathaiie  written  of  this  common  place  of loue,and  chiefly 'PctraiM  in  his  infinite  Janets,  in  themidfl  of 
allhislamentation,fiiU  had thiscomfort, that  his  loucWasplacedona  worthie Ladie : rfWoiir  2Irg//y7,  Pctrarke,SirPhilip 
Sidney,  or  {as  Sir  Walter  Raulcgh  in  his  Epitaph  worthely  callcth  /«m)//>c  Scipio  and  the  P etrarke  of  our  time,  often 
(omferteth  himfelfe  in  his  fonets  o/Stella,  though  dijpairirg  to  attaine  hit  defire,  and  {though  that  tyrant  Isonorjlillrefufed) 
yetthenobiliiie,  the  beautie,  theworth,the gracioi  jhejfe,and  thofeher  other perfcElions, as  made  him  both  count  her,  and  call 
her  inefiimably  rich,makfs  him  in  the  midfi  ofthofehis  mones,  reioyce  eiien  in  his  cwne  greatefi  loJfes,aainhis  eighteenth fonet 
which  maty  I am  fiire  haue  read. 

‘ Withwhatftiarpecheckslinmy  felfcamfhent, 

When  into reafonsrecknings  Ido  goe. 

And  by  Rich  counts,  my  (elfeabankroutknow. 

Of  all  thofe  goods  which  hcau’n  to  me  hath  lent, 

Vnable  quite  to  pay  cu’n  natures  renr. 

Which  vnto  it,  by  birthright  I did  ow. 

And  which  is  worfc,  no  good  excu  fc  can  (how. 

But  that  n.y  wealth  I hauc  moft  idly /pent; 

Mv  youth  doth  waft,  my  knowledge  brings  foorth  toyes. 

My  wit  doth  ftriuc  thofe  paflions  to  defend. 

With  my  reward  (Ijioyled  with  vainc  annoyes) 

I find  my  courfe  to  loofe  it  felfe  doth  bend; 

I fee,  yet  do  no  greater  forow  take. 

Then  that  I leefe  no  more  (or  Stellas  fake. 

jtnd  thus  milch  of  this  matter  of loue.  In  the  confiifl  at  VarUgateJn  prefnee  of  loth  Vrinces,  we  may  note  how  tloe  Cenereds 
eye  is  a great  ciKOuragement  to  the  fouldier.  In  RcnaldosoMi/on,  wemayobfrue  that  eloquence  andleammgtsnot  only  a 
great  ornament,  but  fomtime  a great  ayd  to  a Captaine.  ./fnd for  the fjeech  it  felfe,  it  is  both  pithie  and  methodicall.  For  being 
{as  they  terme  if)  of  the  deliberatiuehnde,  it  layes  downe{i  hough  briefly, yet  plainly  ifycu  mark^  it')  thefacilitie,  the  commen- 
dation, theytilitie, and  ihenecejjitiecf  that  to  whiihhepirfwadisthem. 

For  Hiftori.all  matter  there  is  litle  in  thUbookp,  only  where  he  touches  the  weab/thsildingsofTarU  ,beinghuiltfo  high  and 
Jo  fieifi/tiitheuidentthey  ayefoatthisd<^-,^doubtlesitis  a great  blot  ina  magnificent  citie  to  feebrewn  paper  hetsfies, which 
Were  a matter  eafily  redreffed  in  one  age:  Au  gu  ftus  Catfar  did  at  B,$me,fcrlidditg  t Istm  t o build  bu  t with  Pr,ne,and  ma- 
kinggreat  prouijion  for  flujje  and  carriage,  for fuch  as  would  build, at  a reafonable  price, as  Swe  tonius  fetteth  down  at  lage 
but  this  is  not  much  to  thepurpofe. 

vyheras  Silence  isfaidto  hefentby  God ,with  an -4ngtUto  condubl  the Chrifiianjuccors  to  “P arU : by  the  ^^ngell isment 
aliegoricaUy  Gods  ajjifiance, and  grace,  without  which  no  yiflcriesca»  he  obtained',andby  Silence  isynderfieod  wi/efecret- 
nefi'e,  to  conceale  our  intent  fiom  our  enemies,  which  is  a great  furtherance  tnWarre. 

For  the  yiUuficn  o/"  Martano,  I tejer  it  to  the  next  boolp,  n here  his  cowardfe  is  more  largely  touched. 


The  end  of  the  Annotations  of  the  fixteenth  bdokc. 
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THE  SEVENTEENTH  BOOKE. 


THE  ARGVMENT. 

%odomont to  leuue Parii  is cotifiraind^ 
Martano  at  ‘Damafco  tilts  mnfl  vjly, 

G rtfjm  thinks  his  well  running  therhy  Jlaind, 
And  goes  fro  thence,  the  while  (A'lartano  flyly^ 
Stealing  his  horfe  and  coate,  thereby  obtaynd, 

G reat  gutftSy  and  of  the  king  is  graced  highly, 
GnffnmiFtaken  in  Adartanos  clothing, 
^R^ceaues  dtjgrace,  each  one  his  prejence  lothing. 


OfSciUa 
niucraeltiereai 
T/utorl{  tn  their 
butt. 

HeliOgabulm  fir- 
named  yanta 
for  his  mo'iflroia 
itcherie,  andhts 
vaneite  iheritt. 


Antoninus  Baf- 
fumn  flame  for 
bu  beaflUneffe 
andcructiie.fur 
which  hit  name 
grew  [i  odioia, 
that  none  was  e- 
uer  after  hint 
tailed. 


OfEJJeltn  t 
Jpal^c  before  in 
the  notes  oftht 
third  bool{e . 


*Tle  means  her. 
fy  Lodmche 
Sfbrfe , that  cal. 
ltd  in  Charts  the 
i.oiit  of  France 
puultabe. 


I 

He  moftiuft God, when 
once  mans  fins  do  grow 
Beyond  the  bonds  of  par- 
don and  of  grace, 
Becaufe  y men  his  iudge- 
ments  iuft  may  know, 
Like  to  his  lone , to  rule 
on  earth  doth  place, 
Monfters  moft  vile,  to  ty- 
rannize vs  fo. 

With  wrong  the  right, withJuftlawes  to  deface: 
For  this  fame  caufe  were  Scilia  fent  and  Marius, 
The  Tgerom  both, and  filthie  minded  V aims. 

% 

For  this  Domidan  held  in  Rome  the  raigne, 
AniMntoninus  of  that  name  thelaft, 

And  Majfmin  a bafe  vnworchie  fwainc. 

To  plague  mankynd  in  Princely  throne  was  plaft: 
For  this  in  Thebs  did  cruell  Creon  raigne, 

Widi  other  tyrants  more  in  ages  paft. 

For  this  of  lace  hath  Italic  bene  wonne. 

By  men  of  Lumbardie,of  Gotli  and  Hiinne. 

3 

What  Ihould  I of  vniuft  Mttyla  Ipcake? 

Oi Eflelin and  o£ an  hundred  more? 

Whom  God  doth  fend  his  anger  iuft  to  wreake. 
On  vs  that  ftill  neglcft  his  facred  lore, 

The  times  forepaft  long  fince,  the  prefent  cake. 
Of  fuch  examples  y eelds  vs  wofull  ftore. 

How  we  vnthankfull  and  vnfrutfull  fiieepe. 

Are  giu’n  tohungrie  rau’ning  wolues  to  kcepe. 

4 

* Such  wolues  as  wouldnot  only  by  their  wills, 

Scaze  on  our  goods  andfubftance  as  their  pray. 


But  alfo  fend  beyond  the  Alps  high  hills. 

For  other  wolues  more  hunger  ftaru’d  then  tliay: 
The  bones  of  men  that  Thrafimeno  fills; 

The  fights  ofTreb  and  Gannas  are  but  play, 
Ifwith  ourbloodie  ftaughtersthey  compare. 

Of  Adda,  Mela,  Ronco,  and  of  Tare. 

5 

No  doubt  but  God  in  hcau’nly  throne  that  fits. 

And  thence  our  deeds  & thoughts  doth  plainly  fee 
Vs  to  be  Ipoild  and  conquerd  thus  permits. 

By  thofe  that  are  perhaps  as  ill  as  wee. 

But  ifto  pleafe  him  we  would  bend  our  wits. 
Then  from  thefe  foes  he  foone  would  fet  vs  free. 
And  we  Ihould  fee  tlrcir  puniftinicnt  erlong. 
That  vs  opprelJe  by  villenie  and  wrong. 

6 

But  to  rectirnc  from  whence  I did  digrefle, 

I cold  you  how  when  Charles  the  news  had  hard, 
Ofhoufesburnd,andmen  in  great  diftre fie. 

By  him  that  doth  nor  God  nor  man  regard. 
Straight  to  their  ayd  he  doth  him' felfe  addrefle, 
Chufing  fome  fpeciall  men  to  be  his  guard, 

And  meeting  fiich  as  fled,  their  coiirfe  he  ftayd. 
And  thefe  or  fuch  like  words  to  them  he  fayd. 

7 

O fimple fooles,whac  meancyouhencetortinne? 
Turne  backe  for  ftiame,tume  backe  and  do  not  fly 
You  chufe  the  greater  ill  the  leffe  to  Oiunne, 
Toliue  with  ftiame,  and  may  with  honor  dy. 
What  citie  haue  you  left  whdn  this  is  wonne? 
What  hope  is  left  a fortune  new  to  try? 

Shall  one  vile  pagan  boft  another  day. 

That  he  alonehath  driu’nyou  all  away  ? 


ThraflmenOyTre. 
bia  and  faunal 
were  the  places 
where  Hanmboi 
flue  fo  manie  of 
the  flpmanes, 
which  he  Co  Kpa. 
rethtofome  hat. 
tels Jought  in  'I. 
take  tn  bit  time, 
which  Guicciar. 
din  wntei  of. 
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Simiit, 


JhiJm  Awf. 
Ictkf.fi.'i. 


I 


8 

This  (aid, he  came  nic  co  the  pallacc  gate. 

Whore  now  the  Pagan  Prince  triumphant  Rood, 
Like  to  a ferpent  fierce  that  hath  of  late, 

Caft  his  old  skin  and  left  it  in  the  wood, 

Reioycing  n^w  of  his  renewed  Rate , 

Of  his  frcfli  Rrength,  ofyoiing  and  luRie  blood. 
He  ihewes  his  forked  tongue  and  comes  apace. 
And  eu’ric  bcaR  that  fees  him  giues  him  place, 

9 

Thus  skornfull  and  thus  proud  the  Pagan  Rands, 
Threatning  to  Ipoile  the  Pallacc  and  deface. 

And  not  a man  that  once  his  force  withRands, 
Vntill  king  Charles  apjieared  in  the  place ; 

Who  looking  on  his  old  viftorious  hands. 

Said  thus;  and  is  now  alterd  fb  the  cafe. 

That  theic  my  hands  that  wonted  were  to  win, 
Toyceld  and  tobefaintihould  now  begin? 

10 

Why  (hould  the  Rrength,  the  vigor  and  the  might, 
That  I was  wont  in  you  tofeelcnowfaile? 

Shall  this  fame  Panim  dogge  eu’n  in  my  fight, 
Scotfree  my  people  flay  ?iry  houfc  aflaile? 

No  firRon  me  a thoufand  deaths  alight. 

No  deathes  can  make  a princely  heart  to  quailcj 
And  with  that  word  with  couched  Ipeare  in  reR, 
He  runnes  and  fmites  the  Pagan  on  the  b reR. 

11 

And  Rraigjit  the  other  of  tlie  chofen  crew. 

On  cu  rie  fide  the  Pagan  dobefet. 

But  how  he  fcapt,  and  what  did  then  enfew. 
Another  time  lie  tell,  but  not  as  yet: 

For  firR  fome  matters  paR  I muR  renew. 

And  namely  Griffin  I may  not  forget. 

And  craftie  Origtlla  with  the  tothcr, 

That  was  her  bedfellow  and  not  her  brother. 

12. 

Thefe  three  vnto  Damalco  came  togither. 

The  fair’R  and  ritchcR  towne  of  ml  the  EaR, 
What  timegreat  lords&knights  repaired  thither 
Allured  by  the  fameoffuch  a feaR. 

I told  you  from  the  holy  cittie  hither. 

Was  hue  or  fixe  dayes  iourney  at  the  leaR:  , 

But  all  the  the  townes  about  both  fmall  & great. 
Are  not  like  this  for  Rate  and  fruitfiill  feat. 

For  firft,  befide  the  clearc  and  temprat  aire. 

Not  noid  with  fommers  heat  nor  winters  cold. 
There  are  great  Rore  of  buildings  large  and  faire. 
Of  canted  Rone  moR  Rately  to  behold, 
TheRreetes  all  pau’d  where  is  their  moR  repaire, 
And  all  the  ground  is  of  fo  fruit  full  mould. 

That  all  theyeare  their  fpring  dothfeeme  to  laR, 
Bringing  them  Rore  offf  uites  of  daintie  taR. 

Aboue  the  Citie  lies  a little  hill. 

That  {hades  die  morning  funne  in  erly  houres. 

Of  waters  iweet  (which  here  we  vfe  to  Rill) 

They  make  fuch  Rore  with  fpice  & iuyee  of  flowrs 
As  for  the  quantide  might  driue  a mill. 

Their  gardens  haue  faire  walkes  and  fliady  bowrs: 
But(that  which  chiefe  maintaineth  al  the  fweets) 
Two  criRall  Rreames  do  runne  amid  the  Rreets. 


ly 

Such  was  the  natiue  beau  tie  of  the  towne: 

But  now  becaufe  they  looke  for  great  refort. 

Of  Princes  and  of  Lords  of  great  renowne. 

They  dccke  their  cittie  in  another  fort: 

Each  Ladle  putteth  on  her  ritcheR  gownc. 

Each  houfe  with  Arres  hang’d  in  Rately  port; 

The  noble  youthes  do  Rand  vpon  compai  ifon, 
Whofe  horfe  doth  bcR,  who  wearcs  die  beR  capa- 
j6  (rilon. 

Griffin  mA  both  his  mates  come  to  this  place, 

And  firR  they  view  thefe  (hows  with  great  delight 
And  after  they  had  rode  ahtdefpacc, 

A courteous  ^uirc  perfwades  them  to  alight, 
Andprayeth  them  to  do  his  houfe  that  grace. 

To  cate  and  take  their  lodgings  there  diatnight: 
They  thanke  him  for  his  kinde  and  friendly  offer. 
And  Rraight  accept  the  courtfic  he  doth  prof er. 

17 

They  had  let  downe  before  them  coRly  meat. 

Of  fundrie  wines  there  was  no  little  Rore, 
Ofprccious  ffuites  the  plentie  was  fo  great. 

As  they  had  {eldome  feene  the  like  before: 

The  while  their  hoR  doth  vnto  them  repeat. 

The  caufc  of  all  this  feaRing  and  wherefore. 

The  king  appointed  all  thefe  folcmnc  lports> 

To  draw  togither  knights  of  fundrie  forts. 

18 

Crffin  (that  came  not  hither  for  this  end,  , 

For  prayfe  and  brauerie  at  tilt  to  runne. 

But  came  to  findehis  fleeting  female  ff  end) 

Yet  was  his  courage  fuch  he  would  not  {hunne. 

In  thefe  brauc  {ports  fome  little  time  to  {pend, 
Where  of  well  doing  honour  might  bewonne. 

He  promiR  Rraight  though  little  were  his  Icafurci 
Before  he  go  to  lee  and  {hew  fome  picafurc. 

And  firR  he  asketh  farther  of  the  feaR, 

If  it  were  new  ordaind,or  elfe  of  old? 

His  hoR  replieth thus(my  worthy  gucR) 

I {hall  in  bnefe  to  you  this  thing  vnfold. 

Our  Prince  the  greateR  prince  in  all  the  EaR, 
Hath  newly  pointed  this  great  feaR  to  holdj 
This  is  the  firR,  but  all  of  his  retinew, 

Mmde  ech  fourth  month  this  cuRome  to  cotinuc 
20 

In  token  of  great  gladncs  and  great  ioy. 

By  all  the  cittie  is  the  feaR  begunne. 

After  a certaine  daungcrand  annoy. 

That  2{prandin  (our  king)  did  lately  {hunne, 

Lockt  vp  foure  months  where  he  could  not  enloy 
The  vfe  of  earthjof  water, aire  nor  funne : 

Yet  at  the  foure  months  end  by  hap  he  Raped 
Death,  that  with  yawning  mouth  vpon  him  gaped 
21 

(But  plaine  to  fliew  you  whence  did  come  the  feed. 
Of  which  this  daungerfeemedfirR  togrovv) 
Loue  did  to  lS[prandin  this  daunger  breed. 

The  king  of  Cypres  daughter  pleafd  him  fo. 
Hearing  her  beau  tic  did  the  reR  exceed. 

To  fee  her,needs(in  perfon)hc  would  go: 

He  fawjhe  Iikt,he  vvoode,hc  wun,he  marrid  her. 
And  homward  the  by  {hip  he  would  hauc  caiid  hcj 
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But  lo  a wynd  and  tempeft  rofc  fo  forcj 

As  three  dayes.  Ipace  they  looked  to  be  drownd, 
And  made  them  land  vpon  an  vnknowne  (horc, 
Where  ftraight  we  pitcht  our  tents  vpony  grodd. 
And  (for  of  trees  and  grafle  there  was  good  ftore) 
The  king  in  hope  fome  venfon  to  haiie  found. 
Into  the  next  adioyning  wood  doth  goe, 

Two  pages  beare  his  tjutucr  and  his  boc. 

His  meaning  was  fome  flag  or  bucke  to  kill. 

We  waithis  comming  in  the  tent  at  eafe, 

When  fuddenly  fuch  noife  our  cars  doth  fill. 

As  winds  in  woods,  and  wan  es  do  m ake  in  feas. 
And  ay  more  nigh  vs  it  approched,till 
Weplaine  might  fee  vnto  our  fore  difeafe, 

A monfterhuge  that  ran  along  the  fand, 
Deftroying  all  that  in  the  way  did  ftand. 

»4 

ThisOrke(fot  fo  men  do  the  monftcr  call) 

Dircftcd  ftraight  his  courfe  vpon  our  tent. 

His  eyes  were  out,  how  car  it  did  befall. 

But  yet  he  was  fo  tjiiicke  ar^harpe  of  lent. 

As  all  his  blmdncHe  holpe  iioc  vs  at  allj 
He  hunteth  like  a li>aniell  by  the  vent. 

His  fent  is  flich  as  none  can  hope  to  (hunne  him, 
His  pafe  is  fuch  as  no  man  can  out  runne  him. 

Thus^ether  they  prepard  to  fight  or  fly. 

Or  wither  feare  both  fight  and  flight  did  let. 

He  takes  them  as  hisprifners  by  and  by. 

Of  fortie,ten  fcarfe  to  the  fliip  could  get. 

Among  the  other  prifners  tane  was  1, 

Whilrt  I our  Queenc  in  fafetie  would hauc  fet. 

But  all  in  vaine  to  it  did  not  boot, 

He  was  fb  quicke  or fent,  aift  fwift  of  foot. 
z6 

As  fl'.cpherds  hang  a wallet  at  their  waft. 

So  at  his  girdle  hangs  a mightie  facke, 

In  which  the  better  fort  of  vs  he  plaft. 

The  reft  he  bound  together  in  a packc. 

And  to  his  cauc  that  was  moft  huge  and  vaft. 

He  bears  vs  ( hopeleflc  cuer  to  com.ebacke) 

A comly  macron  in  this  den  he  had, 

Jklaids  fairc  & foulc,  fomepoore,fomc  richly  clad. 
17 

Befide  this  female  familie  of  his. 

He  hath  a caue  wherein  he  keeps  his  flockc; 

That  caue  inlength  andlargeneflepaffeth  this, 
Wade  all  by  hand  out  of  the  ftonie  rocke: 

And  (for  mans  flefti  his  chiefeft  daintie  is) 

Into  the  cauehefafelydothvslocke. 

The  while  he  leads  abrode  his  goats  and  ftiecpe. 
Which  in  die  fields  adioyning  he  dothkeepe. 

18 

The  king  not  knowing  this,  re  turned  backe, 

The  lllence  that  he  found  fome  feare  did  breed: 
But  when  he  found  his  wife  and  men  were  lacke. 
Then  to  the  fea  he  hafted  with  great  fpeed; 

He  fees  plaincfignesofhaft,oflpoiJe,ofwracke, 
Yet  knows  he  not  the  author  of  this  deed, 
Vncillhehadhis  ftiip  by  hap  recouered. 

Then  by  his  men  the  faft  was  plains  difcouered. 


19 

when  he  had  heard  at  large  the  wofuH  news. 

How  greatly  was  his  heart  furpryfd  with  griefs  ? 
What  gods,  what  fortune  did  he  not  accufe? 

For  allhislolTeSjbutii/fynrt  chiefe? 

Daungers  and  death  it  felfe  he  firlj  will  chufc. 
Rather  then  leaue  his  loue  without  rcliefe. 
Either  he  will  her  libertie  procure, 

Either  he  will  like  chaunce  with  her  endure. 

30 

He  Icaues  his  (hip  and  goes  by  land  apace, 

There  where  the  monfter  had  his  loue  conuayd. 
And  often  wailcsher  hard  and  woflill  cafe. 
Defiring  and  dilpairingof her  ayd. 

Now  came  he  in  the  kenning  of  the  place, 
Standing  twixt  halfc  amazd  and  halfe  afray  d; 

At  lafthe  enters  (loue  expelling  feare) 

When  by  good  hap  the  monftcr  was  not  tliere. 

31 

His  wife  was  there,  who  with  compaflTion  moued, 
Admonilhthim  to  make  buthde  ftay, 

Buchaften  thence  if  fo  his  lifeheloucd. 

Left  that  her  husband  find  him  in  the  way: 

Vet  from  his  purpofe  this  him  not  remoued. 

But  to  the  fober  matron  he  doth  fay, 

In  vaine  you  fe  eke  to  driu  e me  hence  by  terror, 
Defirc  hath  hither  brought  me,  and  not  error. 

, 3^ 

By  my  ill  hap  while  I abrode  was  riding. 

The  Orko  bare  away  my  deareft  wife, 

I hither  come  of  her  to  hcare  fome  tiding. 

Of  hauing  loft  my  loue,to  leefe  my  life, 

I care  notI,ifflie  in  life  be  biding. 

If  (he  be  dca^  my  death  (hall  end  this  ftrife, 
Loue  in  this  pomtfo  refolute  hath  made  me, 

You  Ihould  but  leefe  your  labor  to  diflwade  mc. 

33 

The  gentle  matron  in  this  fort  replies: 

Know  this,  thy  wife  in  fafetie  doth  remaine. 

But  hard  it  is  to  compafle  or  deuife. 

Which  way  to  get  her  fi  om  his  hand  againe. 

His  want  of  fighc,his  pafling  fent  fupplies, 

T o ftriuc  with  him  by  force  it  were  but  vaine. 

He  Ipoileth  men,  but  women  do  not  die, 

Saue  only  fuch  as  ftriue  away  to  fiie. 

34 

But  thofehe  finds  his  companic  to  fhunne. 

With  hatred  great  he  doth  for  ay  purfewj 
Some  he  doth  hang  allnaked  in  tliefiinne. 

And  day  by  day  their  torments  doth  renew: 
Others  immediatly  to  death  are  donne, 

Both  young  and  old,  both  foule  or  fairc  ofhew. 
So  that  to  ieeke  to  fee  Lucyna  free. 

May  harme  her  much  and  litle  profit  thee. 
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Wherforc  my  fonne  depart  the  while  thou  may, 
(The  matron  faith)  Lucyna  fhall  not  die. 

For  hi  tiler  fhortly  hewillherconuay. 

Where  fhe  fhall  fare  no  worfe  then  thefe  and  I, 
Depart?  (quoth  he)  nay  here  I mynd  to  ftay. 

And  fall  what  flialll  will  my  fortune  tiy. 

And  if  my  hap  be  fuch  I cannot  free  her. 

At  leafti  meane  before  I die  to  fee  her. 

The 
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Tlie  matrons  mynd  wuh  much  compafllon  moucd, 
To  fee  his  louing  and  moft  conftant  mynd. 

That  from  his  purpofc  would  not  be  remoued, 
Tobring  him  ayd  and  comfort  was  enclyndj 
And  then  flic  told  him  how  it  himbehoued. 

If  fo  to  fee  his  wife  he  had  aflignd, 

Tci  vfc  fome  fuch  deuife  as  ihc  would  fell  him. 
That  when  the  Orke  fliould  come  he  might  not 
37  ((mcUhim. 

She  had  that  hanged  in  die  houfes  roofc. 

The  hairic  skins  of  many  a bearded  goatc, 

And  knowing  beft  what  was  for  his  behoofe. 

Of  one  of  them  flie  makes  him  make  a coatc. 

And  with  goats  fu  et  for  a finder  proofe, 

To  nomt  hisbodie  from  the  foote  to  throatej 
And  in  thisforthis  fliape  andfauourhiding. 

He  commeth  to  the  place  where  we  were  biding. 
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Now  nicht  drew  ncarc,hi5  home  the  Oik  doth  blow. 
And  all  his  heards  came  ba^ke  vnto  his  fold. 

And  l>ior4ndin  among  the  goats  doth  go. 

And  enters  in,Ioue  maketli  him  Co  bold; 

The  Otko  (huts  the  doore  and  leaucs  vs  fo. 

Shot  vp  as  fafe  as  in  a towrc  and  hold) 

Then  ooth  the  king  at  large  vnto  his  loucr. 

His  comming  and  the  means  therofdifcoucr. 
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Lucina  doth  not  only  not  i cioyce. 

To  fee  her  husband  come  thus  ftraungely  clad. 
But  with  moft  lamentable  mournfuL  voyce. 

She  blamd  him  that  fuch  perill  venterd  hadj 
Swearing  that  if  ftie  might  hauc  had  her  choyce. 
She  would  alone  haue  felt  this  femme  bad; 

And  that  before  it  fbmwhatcafdhcrpainc. 

To  thinke  that  he  in  lafetie  did  remainc. 
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Thus  fayd  Lucina  faire  with  warred  eyes. 

As  feeming  now  more  dolcfrill  then  before; 

But  TS(orat^m  in  this  Ibrt  replies, 

Thinkft  thou  my  dearc  I loiied  thee  no  mote? 
Yes,andlwill  eu'nnow  ameane  deuife. 

Thee  and  allthcfe  to  frecdome  to  reftorc. 

And  to  deliuer  from  this  feruile  flauerie. 

By  hclpe  of  this  fame  skin  and  greace  vnfaucrie. 
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And  ftraight  he  taught  vs,  as  him  felfc  had  tridc. 
Each  one  to  kill  a goate  and  take  the  skin. 

And  outwardly  to  wcard  the  hairie  hide. 

And  tobenointed  with  the  greace  within. 

Thus  eu’rie  one  doth  for  him  felfe  prouide. 
Before  the  flinne  did  yet  to  ftiine  begin. 

Then  came  the  Otke  and  moou’d  away  the  ftonc. 
And  out  the  bearded  goats  came  one  and  one. 
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The  fmelling  Oiko  at  the  doore  doth  ftand. 

We  paft  like  goats  and  make  no  noife  nor  fpecch; 
Yet  oft  he  groped  with  his  hideous  hand. 

But  poore  Lucina  could  not  chufe  but  skreech; 
Whetherhehapt  totouchherwithhiswand,  • 
Or  clfe  to  roughly  pawd  her  by  the  breech. 

But  backe  he  puts  her  ftraight  and  locks  her  vp, 
Swearing  that  flic  fliould  drinkc  aforie  cup. 


Him  felfc  driucs  out  his  flockc  (as  wont  he  was) 

And  w^Iike  goats  among  the  goats  dokeepe, 

And  when  as  they  were  feeding  on  the  grafle. 
The  monftrous  herdman  lay es  him  down  to  llcep. 
Thus  we  efcapt,  but  our  good  king  alas, 

(Miffing  his  louc)dot!i  noughtbut  wailc  & weep. 
And  faue  that  ftill  he  hopt  of  her  relicfe. 

He  would  no  doubt  haue  didc  of  verie  griefe. 
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At  night  he  turncth  backe  with  like  defire. 

As  he  before  had  tome  to  fet  her  free. 

And  he  conceales.him  felfc  with  like  attirc^^ 
From  him  that  wants  his ihfttumcnts  to  fee. 

The  Orke  entiamd  with  cruellrage  and  irc> 
Finding  him  felfe  deccaued  thus  to  bee. 

This  recompence  he  points  her  for  her  paines, 
Vpon  that  liill  to  hang  each  day  in  chaines. 
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A Cl  uell  doomcjbut  who  could  it  refift  ? 

Away  went  we  each  forhimfclfe  aftrayd; 

Bu  t TS[orandino  euer  doth  perlift. 

In  his  firfl  purpofc  of procuring  ayd; 

Lamenting  that  Ib.'ijflrrowly  he  mift. 

To  bring  her  out:  among  the  goats  he  ftayd. 
And  like  a goate  (forgetting  his  eftate) 

He  go’th  out  early,  andreturneth  late. 
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Shefeeshimgoandcomc,but  allin  vaine, 

She  maketh  fignes  to  him  to  haue  him  pAj^s 
He  conftantly  refolueth  to  remaine. 

The  loue  of  her  poflefled  fo  his  hart, 

Defpifing  daunger  and  enduring  paine, 
Hopelcflehehopeth  ftiD,  toeafeher  fmart. 

At  foure  months  end  (good  fonunc  fo  prepard) 
Gradaffo  thither  came  and  MandricarJ. 
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And  (for  her  father  was  their  louing  frem^ 

They  gaue  this  bold  attempt  to  fet  her  free. 

And  to  her  father  ftraight  they  doher  fend. 

Who  was  full  glad  and  loyfull  her  to  fee. 

And  that  her  daungers  had  this  happie  end: 

But  Hgrandino  was  more  glad  then  he ; 

Who  with  the  goats  no  longer  now  did  ftay. 

But  while  the  Orko  flept  he  ftalc  away. 
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An  d now  for  ioy  of  this  great  perill  paft, 

In  which  he  ftayd  fo  wofuU  and  forlorne. 

And  that  the  memoric  therof  may  laft, 

T o thofe  that  ftialbe,and  arc  yet  vnbome, 

( For  neuer  Prince  before  fuch  wo  did  raft. 

Nor  ftayd  fo  long  in  miferie  and  fcorne. 

And  it  flialbe  iuft  fixteene  weeks  tomorow, 

That  he  remained  in  this  wo  and  forow.) 
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Therfore  I fay  the  king  prepares  this  (port. 

With  verie  great  magnificence  and  boft, 
Inuiting  hither  men  of  eu’rie  fort. 

Such  as  in  chiualric  exccll  the  moft. 

That  far  and  ncaremay  carie  die  report. 

Of  thefe  great  triumphs  vnto  eu’rie  coft. 

This  tale  the  courteous  hoft  did  tell  his  gueft. 
Of  him  that  firft  oidaind  the  fumptuousfeaft. 
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In  dlls  and  (lich  like  talke  they  fpend  the  ftighr. 

And  ihcn  they  fleepc  vpon  their  beds  of  downej 
But  when  that  once  it  Ihincd  clearc  and  light, 

1 he  trompets  founded  ouer  all  the  towne. 

And  Gri^n  ftraight  puts  on  his  armor  btight, 
Afpiring  after  fame  and  high  renownej 
Alfo  his  leud  companion  d6th  the  fame, 
shewing  a hope  as' well  as  he  of  fame. 

yi  ... 

And  armed  thus  they  came  vnto  the  feeld, 

Vewing  the  warlike  troups  as  they  did  p'affe, 
Where  fome  had  painted  on  their  crcll  and  fheeld 
Orfome  deuife  tnai;  there  deferibed  was. 

What  hope  or  doubt  liis  louc  to  him  didyceld. 
They  all  were  Chriftens  then^  but  now  alas. 

They  all  are  Turks  vnto  the  cndlefle  fhamc. 

Of  tnofe  that  may  and  do  not  mend  the  fame. 
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For  where  they  fhoiild  employ  their  fword  & launce, 
Againft  the  infidels  ourpubheke  fbes, 

Gods  word  and  true  religion  to  aduaunce. 

They  topoore  Chriftens  workeperpctuallwoesj 
Toycu  I write  ye  kings  ofSpaine  and  Fraunce, 
Let  ihefe  alone,  and  turnc  your  force  on  thofc; 
And  vnto you  alfbl  write  as  much. 

Ye  nations  fierce,  Swiizers  I meane  and  Dutch. 
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Lo  tone  of  Chriften  king  vfiirps  a name, 

Artother  Catholique  will  needs  be  callec^ 
why  do  not  both  your  deeds  declare  the  fame? 
Why  arc  Chrifts  people  flain  c by  you  St  thralled? 
Get  backe  againe  Ictufalcm  forfhame. 

That  now  the  Turke  hath  tanc  from  you  & walled 
Conftantinople  get  that  famous  tpwnc. 

That  earft  belonged  to  th’Impcriall  crownc. 
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Doft  not  thou  Spaine  confront  with  Affticke  fhorc. 
That  more  tlienitalie  hath  thee  oflended  ? 

Vetto  her  hurt  thou  leaueft  that  before, 

Againft  the  Infidells  thouhadft  intended: 

0 Italic  a flauc  for  cuermore, 

Ward  in  fuch  fort  as  neuer  can  be  mended, 

Slaiie  to  thy  llaues,and  made  of  finne  a finke. 
Sotted  a llecpe  like  men  orecorae  with  drinke. 
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Ye  Swizwrs  fierce,  if  feare  offamine  drieue  you. 

To  come  to  Lombardie  tofcckc  fome  food. 

Arc  not  the  Turks  as  nerePwhy  fhold  it  gricue  you, 
T o fpill  your  foes, and  fparc  your  brothers  bl)6od  ? 
They  haue  the  gold, and  riches  to  relieuc  yon. 
Enrich  your  felues  with  lawfiill  gotten  good^ 

So  fhall  all  Europe  be  to  you  beholding, 

For  ihemftom  thefe  parts  driuing  & withholding. 
5^ 

Thou  Lyon  ftoutthatholdftofhcau’nthckayes, 

( A waightic  charge)  fee  that  from  droufie  lleepe. 
Thou  wake  our  realme,  & bring  her  ioyfull  dayes. 
And  from  thefe  forren  wolues  it  fafely  keepe, 

God  doth  thee  to  this  height  of  honor  raife, 

1 hat  thou  mayft  feed  and  well  defend  thy  fheepe. 
That  with  a roring  voice  and  mightie  arme. 

Thou  mayft  withold  thy  flock  from  cu’rie  harme. 
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But  whither  roues  my  rudely  rolling  pen. 

That  waxe  fo  fawcic  to  reprouc  fuch  peers? 

I faid  before  that  in  Damafeo  then. 

They  Chriftend  were  (as  in  records  appears) 

So  that  the  .armor  of  their  horfe  and  men, 

W as  like  to  ours  (though  chaungd  of  later  years) 

And  Ladies  fil'd  the  galleries  nnd  towrs. 

To  fee  the  iufts,as  they  do  here  in  ours. 
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Each  ftriucs  in  fhew  his  fcllbw  to  exceed. 

And  to  be  gallant  in  his  miftrefle  fight. 

To  fee  eachonc  manage  his  ftately  ftced, 

Was  to  the  ftanders  by  a great  delight. 

Some  praffe  vnto  the  fclues,lbme  fhamc  do  breed 
Shewing  their  horfes  doings  wrong  or  right. 

The  chiefeft  prife  that  fhouid  be  of  this  tilt, 

Was  a rich  armor,  fet  with  ftonc  and  guilt. 
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By  hap  a marchant  of  Armenia  found 
This  armor,  and  td2'(or4M.'f/«  it  Ibid, 

Who,  had  he  knownc  how  good  it  was  and  found. 

Would  not  haue  left  itfurc  for  anic  gold, 

(The  circumftancc  I cannot  now  expound, 

I mcanc  er  long  it  fhall  to  you  be  told) 

Now  muft  I tell  of  Grifiin  that  came  in, 
luft  when  the  fpoft  and  tilting  did  begin. 
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Eight  valiant  knights  the  challenge  did  fuftaine, 

Againft  all  commers  that  would  run  that  day, 

Thefe  eight  were  of  the  Princes  priuatc  traine. 

Of  noble  blood,  and  noble  eu’rie  wayj 

They  fight  in  fport,  but  fome  in  fport  were  flaine. 

For  why  as  hotly  they  did  fight  in  play. 

As  deadly  foes  do  fight  in  battcll  ray, 

Sauc  that  the  king  may  when  he  hft  them  ftay. 
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Griffins  companion  was  named. 

Who  (though  he  were  a coward  and  abcaft) 

Bold  as  blind  B.ayard,  he  was  not  afhamed. 

To  enter  like  a knight  among  the  reft;  PmtrU, 

His  countenance  hkewife  in  fhew  he  framed, 

As  though  he  were  as  forward  as  the  beft. 

And  thus  he  flood  vewing  a bitter  fight, 

Betweene  a Baron  and  another  knight. 

Lord  of  Seleucia  the  tone  they  call. 

One  of  the  eight  that  did  mamtainc  the  iuft. 

The  knight  Ombruna  hight  of  perfon  tall, 

Who  in  his  vizer  tooke  fo  great  a ihnift, 

That  from  his  horfe  aftonied  he  did  fall. 

And  with  his  liucly  blood  diftaind  the  dull; 

This  fight  amazd  Mnrtant  in  (uch  fort. 

He  was  aftrayd  to  Iccfe  his  life  in  fport. 

Soone  after  this  fb  fierce  con  Aid  was  donne. 

Another  ch.illengcr  ftraight  fteppeth  our. 

With  whom  Mas  tan*  was  requird  to  runne, 

But  hc(whofc  heart  was  cuer  full  of  doubt) 

With  fond  excufes  fought  die  fame  to  fhunne. 

Shewing  him  fclfc  a faint  and  daftardlout. 

Till  Griffin  egd  him  cn,and  blarad  Ids  feare. 

As  men  do  fet  a maftiue  on  a bcarc. 

Then 
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Then  tookc  he  heart  of  grace  and  on  did  ride. 
Making  a little  florilh  with  his  fpcaic. 

But  in  the  middle  way  he  ftept  alide 
Fearing  the  blow  would  be  to  big  to  bcare: 

Yet  one  that  would  fcckc  this  dil grace  to  hide. 
Might  in  this  point  impute  it  not  to  fearc, 

But  rather  that  his  horfe  not  good  and  redic. 

Did  fliunnc  the  tilt, and  ran  not  cu’n  nor  ftcdic. 

But  after  with  his  fword  he  dealt  fo  ill, 

Detn^llhtnts  an  Dtmijlbenes  him  coiild  nothaue  defended, 

Ht  etattr.  5hcvving  both  want  of  courage  and  of  skill. 

So  as  the  lookers  on  were  all  offended; 

And  ftraight  with  hiiling  and  with  voyccs  ihrill. 
The  conflift  cowardly  begun  was  ended, 

Griffin  in  his  bchalfe  was  fore  afhamed. 

His  heart  therto  with  double  heat  enflamed. 
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For  now  he  fees  how  much  on  him  it  Hands, 

W ith  double  valu  e to  wipe  out  the  blot. 

And  (hew  him  felfe  the  more  ftout  of  his  hands, 
Sith  his  companion  fhewd  him  felfe  a fot; 

His  fame  or  lhame  muft  flie  to  forren  lands. 

And  if  he  now  fhould  fade  one  little  iot. 

The  fame  would  feeme  afoule  & huge  trafgreffio. 
His  mate  had  Hid  their  minds  with  fuch  imprelTio. 
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The  firfthe  met  Lord  of  Sidona  hight. 

And  towards  him  he  runs  with  maffie  fpcarc. 

And  gaue  a blow  that  did  fo  heauic  light. 

As  to  the  ground  it  did  him  backward  bearc: 

Then  came  of  Laodice  another  knight. 

On  him  the  ftafife  in  peeces  three  did  tcare. 

Yet  was  the  counterbuffe  therof  fo  great. 

The  knight  had  much  a do  to  keepe  his  featc. 

68 

Butwhen  they  came  with  naked  fwords  to  trie, 
Which  fhould  the  honor  and  the  prife  obtaine, 
C-.iffn  with  deadly  ftrokes  did  him  fo  plie. 

At  laif  he  left  him  Hom’d  on  the  plaine. 

Straight  way  two  valiant  brothers  Handing  by. 
That  at  Grtffm  tookeno  fmall  difdaine. 

The  tone  Conmbg,  tother  T irfe  hight, 

Thcfe  two  forthwith  do  challenge  him  to  fight. 

Succefliuely  them  both  he  ouerthrew, 

And  now  men  thought  that  he  the  prife  wold  win. 
But  S/t'intern  that  faw  them  downe  in  vew. 
Straight  to  e nuie  Griffino  doth  begin; 

This  man  the  HoutH  of  all  the  courtly  crew, 

T aketh  a fpeare  in  hand  and  enters  in. 

And  to  the  combat  Griffin  Hraight  defies. 
Scorning  tohaue  aHraungerwin  the  prize. 
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Griffin  doth  chufe  one  Haffe  among  the  rcH, 

The  biggeH  and  the  Hr ongeH  of  a fcore. 

And  with  the  fame  he  pierceth  backe  andbrcH, 
That  downe  he  fell  and  neucr  Hirre^  more; 

The  king  that  loued  and  eHecmd  him  beH, 
Laments  his  death, and  maketh  monc  therfore. 
But  yet  the  common  fort  were  fame  and  glad. 
Knowing  his  myad  and  raaners  were  but  bad. 
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Next  after  him  two  others  he  doth  meet, 

Ermnfilo  the  captaine  of  his  guard. 

And  Carmond  Admirall  of  all  his  fleet; 

With  thcfe  a while  he  had  a conflift  hard. 

The  fiiH  vnhorH  was  left  vpon  his  feet. 

The  other  with  a blow  was  almoH  mard, 

T hus  of  eight  challengers  remamd  bu  i one, 

The  reH  were  quite  fubdude  by  him  alone. 

This  one  was  he  of  whom  atfirHIlpakcj 
Lord  of  Seleucia  a valiant  man. 

This  one  to  Griffin  did  refiHance  make, 

And  long  it  was  cr  ou  ght  of  him  he  wan; 

But  one  blow  on  his  head  fo  fierce  he  Hrakc, 

As  he  likewife  to  Hagger  now  began. 

Had  not  the  king  made  them  to  hauc  bene  patted, 

Griffin  had  killd  him  cr  he  had  depaned. 
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Thus  all  thofe  eight,  that  all  the  world  defidc. 

By  one  alone  were  vanquifhed  and  flaine. 

So  as  the  king  was  forced  to  prouide. 

An  order  new  for  thofe  that  doremaine; 

(Parting  die  runners  feme  by  either  fide) 

For  yet  was  fpent  not  paH  an  heure  or  twainc, 

LeH  this  his  triumph  fhould  haiie  end  to  foonc. 

He  makes  themfpendtherin  the  afternoone. 
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But  Griffin  full  of  wrath  and  difeontent, 

Backe  to  his  hoH  with  his  companion  came. 

The  praife  he  wan  did  not  him  fo  content, 

Ashe  was  grieu’d  at  his  companions  fhame, 

V/herfore  to  leauc  the  towne  they  do  confent. 

While  men  were  bufie  looking  on  the  game; 

And  to  alitle  towne  faHby  he  goes, 

Meaninghim  felfe  awhile  there  to  repole. 
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The  traucU  fore  he  had  before  endured. 

So  great  a wearineffe  inhim  had  bred. 

And  fuch  defire  of  fleepc  withall  procured. 

As  Hraight  he  gat  him  to  his  naked  bed. 

The  while  Martano  to  all  fraud  inured, 

Vfing  the  ayd  of  her  mifchicuous  hed, 

(As  he  did  foundly  fleepe)  deuifd  the  while, 

A flratagem  moH  Hraunge  him  to  beguile. 
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They  do  conclude  to  take  Griffinos  Heed, 

And  cote,  and  eu’rie  warlike  implement. 

And  that  Martano  in  Griffinos  Heed, 

Him  felfe  to  l{orandino  fhailprefent. 

This  they  deuifd,  this  they  performd  in  deed. 

And  boldly  backe againe  Martanoyitnx.j 
In  Griffins  armor  Hourly  Hepping  m. 

As  did  the  Afle  that  ware  theLyonsskin.  InMtfffsfMt 

77 

He  ruflieth  in  among  the  thickeH  prelTe, 

An  houre  before  tire  fetting  of  the  funne ; 

The  king  and  all  die  reH  Hraight  way  do  guefle, 

That  this  was  he  thathad  fuch  honor  wonne; 

And  Hraight  great  honor  they  to  him  addrellc. 

And  caufe  the  like  by  others  to  be  dennq 
And  his  bafe  name,  not  worthie  to  be  named. 

About  the  towne  with  honor  was  proclamcd, 

M ij  ‘ 
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78 

Faftby  the  king  he  rideth  checkc  by  cheeke. 

And  in  his  praife  verfes  and  fongs  they  make. 

In  Hebrue  tongue,  in  Latin,  and  m Greeke, 

And  now  this  while  Griffin  did  hap  to  wake, 
Andfeing  that  his  armor  was  tolccke, 

He  firft  begins  fome  fmall  niiftruft  to  take: 

Yet  hardly  could  it  linke  into  his  rcafon. 

That  Ihc  had  giu’n  confent  to  lUch  a trealbn. 

19 

In  fearc  and  doubt  no  htlc  time  he  houeredj 
But  when  his  hoft  the  truth  had  plaine  declard. 
And  that  he  faw  the  falfliood  plamc  difeouered. 
By  which  Hie  had  in  follies  bands  him  fnard: 

Truth  fliewedplain,that  lone  before  had  coucred 
And  to  reuenge  this  wrong  he  ftraiglitprcpard: 
But  wanting  other  furniture  (perforce) 

He  tooke  Martanosamo^  aodhishorfe, 

80 

And  backc  vnto  Damafeo  he  doth  ride, 

Ariuing  there  witliin  an  houre  ofnight. 

And  entring  at  the  gate  vpon  the  fide. 

The  pallace  of  the  king  flood  plaine  in  fight. 
Where  then  the  king  a banket  did  prouide. 

For  many  a Dukc,and  Lord,  and  valiant  knight ; 
And  Griffin  boldly  fate  among  the  reft, 

Forgetting  that  he  ware  the  feorned  creft. 

81 

And  taken  for  the  man  whofc  cote  he  ware. 

His  prefence  did  the  better  fort  offend. 

Of  which,  when  vile  M artano  was  aware. 

That  of  the  table  face  at  th’vpper  end; 

Scing  that  to  difgrace  him  they  forbarc; 

Thinking  him  his  companion  and  his  frend: 

His  frcndfliip  and  acquaintance  hcrcnoiinccd, 
And  this  hard  doome  ofhim  he  ftraight  pronoun- 
82,  (ced. 

Sir  king  (quothhc)itfeems  that  for  my  fake. 

You  gracioufly  forbeare  to  dohim  fhamc. 

That  ofhis  bafenefic  fliamefull  proofe  did  make. 
This  day,  and  now  againc  confirmes  die  famcj 
But  you  the  matter  and  the  man  miftake, 

I know  not  him,  his  nation,  nor  his  name. 

Only  by  chaunce  I met  him  on  the  way, 

Incucr  faw  him  I,  tillyefterday. 

wherefore  might  I herein  your  grace  aduife. 

You  fliould  a fample  make  him  for  the  reft. 

That  here  prefents  vncoyourprinccly  eyes. 

Him  felfe  vnworthie,and  vnwdcome  gueft; 

Let  him  tormented  be  in  crucll  wife, 

(This  is  my  doome)  let  him  be  hangd  at  leaft. 

And  vnreuenged  let  it  not  be  borne. 

That  knighthood  fliould  receaue  fo  great  a fcorne 


84 

Thus  much  the  vile  and  bafe  M artano  fctli, 
AndOr/gd/rtfoodid  it  with  as  much, 

Wifhing  an  halter  flop  the  viLains  breth. 

Nay  (quoth  the  king)  the  finne  is  nothmgfuch, 
As  IS  in  law,or  reafon  worthic  death. 

His  life  or  yet  his  libertic  to  tuch, 

Thisjfor  examples  fakel  thinkeit  mcctc. 

To  dohim  fome  difgrace  in  open  flrccte. 

85: 

And  ftraight  he  rounds  a Sargeant  in  his  eare. 

And  fecretly  appoints  him  what  to  do; 

Who  came  forthwith  vnto  the  table  wheare, 
Griffin*  fatc,and  made  no  more  a do. 

But  Icadcth  him,tliat  no  Inch  tliLngdid  fearc, 

A fccrccprifon  and  afure  vnto. 

And  for  that  night  he  clapt  him  vji  in  fetters. 
Where  theeues  do  vfe  toly,and  cuilldebtcrs. 

8(J 

Next  day  Martam  that  did  greatly  died. 

Left  this  his  foule  dcuife  would  come  to  light. 

If  Griffin  fhould  be  heard  his  caufe  to  plead, 
Therfore  as  foone  as  vhdtts  fhined  bright, 

( Pretending  btifincffe)  away  he  fped. 

Leaning  Grffino  in  this  wofull plight : 

But  er  he  goes,  the  king  to  him  emparts. 

No  fmall  rewards  for  his,  not  his  defarts. 

87 

Biiclethim  go  his  wayesjand  do  not  doubt, 

That  this  vnknowne  and  vnrcuengd  fhall  bee: 
Straight  was  Grffino  from  the  gailepulld  out, 
And  carted  fo  as  all  men  might  him  fee, 

Tyde  hand  and  foot,  andpeople  all  about. 

Of  which  the  moft  were  of  but  mcane  degree, 
Alfo  the  armor  whence  this  error  came. 

Was  liald  about  vnto  his  farder  fhamc. 

558 

With  manic  filchie  words  they  him  reuilc, 

From  filtliic  toungs,  that  hard  it  is  to  flop. 

And  ftiewd  him  round  about  tlie  townc  the  while. 
At  eu’tic  croflc,and  hoLife,and  flail,  and  fliop. 
Then  thinking  him  for  euer  to  exile. 

They  led  him  of  that  hill  vnto  the  top. 

And  there  his  bonds  they  loofe  with  great  difgrac^ 
And  didn  they  willhim  packchim  thence  apace: 
89 

With  fcornfull  found  ofbafen,  pot  and  pan. 

They  thought  to  driue  him  thence  like  bees  in 
But  whenhe  was  vntide,then  he  began,  (fwarms. 
To  make  them  know  their  error  to  their  harms: 
Then  he  did  lay  about,  and  play  the  man, 

Hauing  the  vfe  of  both  his  warlike  arms. 

Bur  in  what  fort  he  them  difmayd  and  feared. 
Within  an  ocher  booke  fhall  be  declared. 


Mirtanoumtt 
vrnhinthe  18. 


Intht  hsffiiminj  of  ihisbool^y  he  fhews  hovo  God  doth  plague  people  oftetimeshy  fendingtyrants, and  moft  voich^dandcrueU 
"Princes  to  rule  oner  them:  which  as  it  is  indeed  thegreatefi  punif.ment  a eountrie  can  haueffia  of  the  contrariepae^may  he  in 
li\s fort  concluded,  that  countries  can  not  haue  a more  ample  bieffing  of  God,  nor  a greater  uftimnnie  ofhisfauor,  then  to  haue 
a merciful!  Prince,  that  loueth  the  people,  and  is  carefu  ll  of their  peace  and  profit  ; and  as  mine  author  complaineth  of  the  mU 
ferie  ofItalie,oppreffied  by  tyrants:  fo  contrariveife  1 might  takf  occafion  to  magnifie  thefelicitie  of our  realme  of  England,  for 
the  gracious  and  myldgcMerment  of our  Soueraigne,faue  that  fo  high  andplentifull  a matter  requires  an  entire  treatife  , and 
not  fo  brok^  a difeourfe  asl  yfe  in  thefe  briefe  notes : and  therfore  I referue  it  wholly  for  an  other  workp  of  mine  owne,  if  God 
giue  me  abilitie  toperfome  it  :but  now  to  the  matter  of  this  beol^,  I n that  Rodomont  pills  and  majfacres  the  people, without 

refiflance. 


I 


Hiftorie. 


AUuHon. 


OF  ORLANDO  FVRIOSO.  ijj 

rtfiP dunce, •it  Vcithout  mt)  mdn  to  makf  head agaynfi  Ixm^we  may  nutrke  hoxv  fitlie  and  properly  the  m Itiiude  miff  he  likened 
to Pitepe.not  only  in  that  they  be Piorne^andfleefed  etteryyeare  for  their  woU.and /ometimes  pinched  to  the  quickie  thegreedie 
/hearers  Jbiit  alfo  that  tvhen  they /hould  come  to  defend  them  felues,thetr  houJes,and  children, pom  inuadmg  of  the  enertry  ,thtf 
runneaoeay  likf  (heepe,pom  thenoyfe  ofthebarking  ofa  littel  curre,yntill  thcirfljepheard  come  and  deftndihem. 

In  the  tale  o/Norandinc,f/;<»f /or  httfaire  Lucinas  fakp  didbafard  his  life  fo  manifeftlyj^  after  teas  conteted to  lap  him 
felfe  rp  in  agoates  sltin,and  to  noynt  him  felfe  cuer  rvithgoates fitet,me  may  note  hove  hartie  loue  and ape(lion,veill  maltp  a ma 
dtfdaine  nothingjse  it  neuer  fo  hafe.In  M artanos  coveardife,(jr  crafty  yndermining  of  G riffino,wo  may  marine  hove  coveard- 
lyfeOorves  be  comonly  treclxrotcf ,andpriuie  ynderminers^nd  in  that  Norandync(4^oo</ nattered  ^ affable  Trime')did  co- 
de ne  Griffino  to  prtfon  j veil  bout  once  calling  him  to  dunfveere for  him  felfe, vee  may  take  an  excellent  good  note  (as  my  authour 
hath  donevpo  tins  matter  in  tlx  txxt  booke)lKVe  hurtfuU  a thing  it  is  fn  a como  rvealthvelie  a magi f rate  (tijr  Jfedallya  'Prince') 
fhSL  here fuch  a\Martamft  as  Martano, or fucha  Gilleas  OrigiUa  ve*s,veijper  the  in  their  eares,andgeue  malieiosts  andyrt- 
true(though  probable'jinfjrmacios  againft  well  defetuing  men:  And fure,though  fome  hold  opinio  that  tlxfe  kindeofpeople(cal- 
led  informers)be  to  be  cheri/ljed,as  txcejfarie feruan’.s  of  the fiate, though  defamed  other  wife, and  eue  confejjtng  the flues,  that 
it  is  no  honefl  mans  oficf,  yet  for  my  part, I haue  heard  wife  men fay, that fuch  men  are  hurtfuB  to  the fate  in  pollicie,  fb-  mak/t 
more  malcontents,thentlxy  difcouerytnd  I am fure  it  is  far  pom  the  rules  ofChriflencharitie,artdto  be  controld  euen  by  heath- 
nip  ciuillitit.  TMyJfeakingof the lil^men, faith  Anferibus cibaria publice  locantur  & canes  alunturin  capuolio. 
Lik^ngthcm,to  be  as  neceffarit  tokeepe  in  the  comon  wealth,asgeefcand  doggs  in  the  CapitoU  :yet  as  T lilly  tlxre  noted,  if  the 
do^sbarkfwitlxutcaufe,atfuchascameofdeucciontoworpiptheGods,thentbeirlegges  ought  tobe  brokin  : Andeuenfo 
tlxfedoggs  I thefebloodhounds,nay  bloodyixunds, that  byte  intheirbarklng  , if  they  pall  at  any  time fnap  at  fuch  as  come  to 
honor  and ferue  their  Prince  , it  wertpittietheirleggespouldhebrol^en-,fortlwughtheyfalllame  , yet  they  canbe  carried  in 
coaches andlxrflytters-,mary  iftheirsseckpswerebrok^njthe  l{ealme/hould(I  thinkf)haueafaireriddaunceoftlxm£utl  will 
ertdthis  note,with  a yerfeofthatpleafant  Poete  Macc'ial],writtenaboue  1 ^ooyeares  pnce  toCsfarjw/;®  had  then  baniptd 
fromooters  out  ofl{ome:thewhichyerfe  (I  confefe)  concurres  with  my  opinion, 

Turba  grauispacijplacids quc  inimica  qiiicti, 
femper  miferas  follicitabat  opes, 

TraditaGecuJis,  nec  coepit  arena  nocentes, 

Et  delator  habet  quod  dabat  cxilium, 

Exulat  Aufonia  profugus  delator  ab  vrbc, 

LnpenfisvitanijCsfaris  annumcres. 

To  thu  effcfl  In  Engfh,  after  my  plaine  manner  of  yerpfying. 

The  vils  Promooters  jfocs  to  peacCjand  enemies  to  reR, 

That  with  falTe  talcs,  do  neuer  ceafcjmens  goods  from  them  to  wrcR, 

Arc  baniflit  hence  full  many  a myle,  to  baren  place  and  watt. 

And  he  that  others  did  exile,  that  felfe  fame  cup  doth  taftj 
O happieRomCjthat  filch  hath  lottjasmifcheef  ftill  contriue. 

But  Czfur  was  at  to  much  cott,  to  let  them  fcape  aliue. 

x/Ind  thus  much  for  the  morall, 

Hiftorie  I haue  none  to  ft  and  ypon  in  thu  bookffaue  fuch  as  either  are  already  touched  in  the  margent  , or  elfe  to  he  found 
in  the  Table. 

AUegorie  tlxre  is  none, 

Bsitthealiuponisno'edbyoneSymonVomOTmsatverlegreatlength  , andthefubftanceofall  isth'ss,thatindefcribing 
this  notable  triumph  andfeaft  o/Norandino  , he  couertly  deferibetb  the  notable  tilting  and  tumeying  of  certain  of the  Mc- 
dices  in  Florence, and  how  one  Gentlerrla  of  Florence  play  d fuch  a part  as  Martano,/^«>ww»»^  the  tilte,and  did  indeed  yomit 
forfeare,and  was  laught  at  for  hss  labour  .Alfo  the  number  of the  challengers  agreed  o/Norandinos  and  this  -ffo  as  it  is  evi- 
dent that  lEomai'iUsfaith  right  of  the  matter. 

Here  end  the  notes  of  the  xvij.  Canto. 
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THE  ARGVMENI. 

G riffn  U knowne  and felt : Algjre  doth  threaten 
'TheT art  or  Prince : Charles  fghteth  and frenatles. 
Aiartano  like  a coward  is  well  beaten, 

Aiarfifat  force  *Damafco  warrters  qnailes: 

From  thence  with  tempefl  to  ft, and  wether  beaten, 
^rtftin  and  (he  and  good  Aftolfo fades: 

Cloridan  and  Aiedore  with  care  and paine, 

Seekefor  the  cark^  of their  mafter  ftame» 


t 

oft  worthy  Prince  yoiir 
vermes  high  and  rare, 
Withtoung  andpenne  I 
praife,and  euerlhall, 
AJthough  my  words  and 
verfe  inferiour  are. 

In  number  and  in  worth 
to  match  them  all: 

But  aboue  all  this  one  I 
do  compare. 

And  far  prefer,  and  pure  diuineft  calJj 
That  giuing  gracious  eare  to  thofe  are  grecued, 
Yet  eu’rie  tale  is  not  by  you  beleeucd. 

1 

Ofchauel  heard  your  highnefle  hath  refiifed. 
Although  the  fame  moft  earneftly  were  ibughr5 
To  heare  the  guiltlefle  abfentman  accufed, 
(And  when  a great  coplaint  to  you  was  brought) 
You  haue  the  matter  and  the  man  excufed; 

Sufp ending  ftil  your  judgement  and  your  thought 
Keeping  vntill  the  truth  were  truely  tride, 

Eucr  one  ear  for  the  contrarie  fide. 

3 

Had^CorW/w  had  fo  great  a grace. 

As  not  to  credire  tales  fo  lively  told. 

He  had  not  ofFerd  Griffin  this  dilgrace. 

No  though  thereby  he  might  haue  gained  gold; 
But  fo  doth  raflines  verme  oft  deface. 

As  here  was  proued  that  was  faid  of  old; 

The  filly  people  beare  the  feourge  andblamcj 
Oft  when  their  Princes  dodeferuethclame. 

4 

J^or  Griffin(as  in  part  Itold  before) 

When  as  his  hands  and  fectc  were  once  vntide. 


Did  deale  about  of  blowcs  and  thrufts  fuch  ftorCj 
As  well  was  he  could  for  himfelfe  prouide. 

His  wrath  was  luch  as  none  he  then  forbore. 

The  old,  the  young,  the  ftrong,  the  feoble  dyde, 

And  they  tha  t laught  before  to  lee  him  carted, 

Now  for  their  labor  whinde  as  much  and  fmarted. 

The  people  faint  and  mazed  fled  away, 

From  him  whom  late  they  did  deride  and  fcome, 
HefoUowdthemandkiUd  them  by  theway, 

Daftards  more  meete  to  die,  then  to  bebornci 
Butin thischafeawhilellethimftay,  Httmts  to 

Triumphing  now  that  lately  was  forlomc;  Griffinm  the 

Of  B^omont  now  fomwhat  muft  be  fpolcen,  fi.  •/  tbu 

On  whom  atoned  fafdeightlpearswetebrokert 
6 

Eight  Ipearcs  at  once  vpon  the  ftally  skin 

Did  light,  and  diuers  darts  were  throwne  aloofe, 

For  Ipearcs  and  darts  he  palTeth  not  apin. 

Such  was  his  ftrength,  fo  fure  his  armors  proofe; 

Bat  whenhc  law  that  more  and  more  came  in. 

Thence  to  depart  he  thinks  his  beft  behoofc. 

For  why  on  eu'rie  fide  they  lb  afiaile  him , 

That  needs  atlength  his  breth  and  ftrength  muft 
7 (fade  him 

Eti  n as  the  Lions  whelps  that  fee  a bull,  Siwt, 

Ate  at  the  firft  of  his  great  ftrength  zffcaid, 

But  when  they  fee  their  fire  to  tearc  and  pull. 

His  throte  and  fides,  they  runne  their  fire  to  aid. 

And  fiic  vpon  his  face  and  horned  fculJ, 

TUI  proftrate  on  the  ground  they  haue  him  laid; 

So  now  when  C/aWer  himfelfe  was  in  the  place. 

Each  one  took  armes,each  one  took  hart  of  grace 
M iiij 
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He  that  hath  fccne  an  huge  and  vgly  beare, 

Baited  with  doggs,  men  ftanding  clofc  about, 
When  he  by  hap  the  flake  or  cord  doth  tearc. 
And  ruftieth  in  among  die  thickeflrout. 

How  foddenly  they  runne  away  with  feare , 

And  make  a lane  to  let  the  beare  go  out : 

He  might(l  fay)compare  by  fuch  a fight. 

The  manner  of  this  Pagans  fight  and  flight. 

9 

He  nifheth  out,  and  with  his  two  hand  blade. 

He  florifheth  about  in  fo  fierce  fort. 

That  foone  a way  for  him  to  pafle  was  made, 

To  hinder  him  his  way  it  was  nolport. 

And  thofc  that  by  the  way  did  him  inuadc. 
Except  they  fliifted  better, were  cut  fliort; 

Thus  in  defpite  of  Charles  and  all  his  realmc. 

He  came  vnto  the  banks  of  Sequans  ftreamc. 

10 

And  ftanding  from  the  banke  a little  diftance. 

That  few  or  none  behind  could  him  enclofe. 

An  houers  (pace  and  more  he  made  refiftance, 
Againft  kingCW/«,\vhofe  powr  ftil  greater  groes 
Tdl  in  the  end  hoping  for  no  alfrftancc, 
Difpleaf’djbut  not  difgraft  away  he  goes: 

He  takes  the  riucr  fretting  in  his  minde. 

That  he  had  left  a man  aliue  behinde. 

11 

And  fo  he  fvveird  in  anger  and  in  pride, 

That  he  had  thought  totunie  him  backagainc. 
And  to  haue  mounted  on  the  other  fide, 

And  all  that  fliould  withfland  him  to  haue  flaine: 
But  loe  a meflengerhe  then  efpide. 

That  made  him  from  that  rafli  attempt  refrainc. 
But  who  did  fend  him, and  what  wordhebare, 

I meane  to  you  er  long  time  to  declare. 

li 

But  firft  what  Difeord  did  I meane  to  ftiow. 

Who  as  you  hardwasby  the  angel  fent. 

Among  the  Pagans, feeds  ofttnfe  to  fow. 

And  as  flic  was  commaunded  thither  went : 
YetleauingFraudbehind  the  coales  to  blow, 
Lcaft  all  the  fire  offtrife  fliould  quite  be  fpent. 
And  to  augment  his  fltength,as  much  as  may  be. 
He  carrid  Pride  with  him  out  of  the  abby. 

Pride  leaues  Hypocrifie  to  keepe  his  place. 

And  thus  tliefc  iarring friends  togither  go, 

And  wh  en  they  trau  eld  had  a little  fpace. 

They  met  by  hap  dame  leloufie  alfo. 

That  with  a dwarfe  that  ran  a trudging  pace 
Met, as  fhewanderd  idely  to  and  fro: 

And  learning  vnto  whom  this  page  was  fent. 

To  go  with  him  fhe  quickly  did  confent. 

14 

Vou  call  to  mind  (for  fure  you  cannot  chtife. 

But  0.111  to  mind  fo  late  a written  ftorie) 

How  Mandrkardo  Doralice  did  vfe. 

Keeping  with  ioy,and  winning  her  with  glorie : 
She  fecreatly  fent  notice  of  thefe  newes, 
(Though  afterward  herfelfeperhap  wasforie) 
To  l(odo»io»f,andfliarpelyhim  incyted. 

To  venge  her  rape,  as  1 before  recited. 


The  meflenger  arriued  then  by  hap, 

When  from  the  flreame  the  Pagan  did  afeend. 
And  told  him  all  the  i.ile  of  her  mifliap. 

And  how  another  did  poffefle  his  frend : 

Cold  ieloufic  ftraight  enterd  in  his  lap, 

Difeord  and  Pride  the  matter  wcl  do  mend, 
Alleadging  ifhe  put  vp  this  difgrace. 

Then  let  him  near  looke  Ladie  in  the  face, 
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Like  as  aTyger  that  her  young  hath  loft. 

Tone  by  the  hunters  hand  and  borne  away. 
Follow' th  vpon  his  foote  through  cu'rie  coft. 

No  dikes  nor  waters  wide  can  make  her  ftay; 

So  I^omon!  with  loue(and  anger  moft) 

Enflamed,  could  endure  no  more  delay. 

And  though  he  want  his  horfe^  that  did  not  boote. 
To  caufc  him  ftay, he  rather  goes  on  foote. 
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He  meaiics  what  cuer  horfeman  next  he  fpide. 

To  take  his  horle  be  it  a friend  or  fo, 

Difeord  reioyft  hercat,andfaidtfiPride, 

That  glad  flic  was  their  buf  nes  corned  fo : 

1 will(quoth  {he)a  horfe  for  him  prouide. 

An  horle  ftiall  coft  him  deare  enough  1 troj 
But  what  of  him  and  of  that  horfe  befell. 

Another  time,  not  now  I meane  to  tell. 
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This  while  the  moft  renowned  Chriften  king, 
Hauing  expulft  the  Pagans  from  the  towne. 

His  valient  men  of  armes  about  doth  bring. 

And  on  the  fodaine  lets  the  draw  bridge  downe. 
And  with  afrcfli  aflault  their  foes  fo  fting. 

While  fortune  fmild  on  him,  on  them  did  frownc. 
That  they  had  runne  away  like  men  difmaid. 

Had  not  Ferravp  couragioufly  them  ftaid. 

Fellowes  in  armes(quoth  he)  brethren  and  frends, 
Prou'd  valient  heretofore,  now  hold  your  place: 
More  happie  far  is  he  his  life  that  Ipends, 

In  honour,  then  that  keeps  it  in  difgrace  j 
Loe  me  your  gencrall,  that  here  entends, 

Neuer  to  ftaine  the  bloud  of  Spanifti  race: 

Follow  the  patterne  that  I ftiew  you  furft, 

And  then  1 care  not  let  them  do  their  worft. 

20 

Thus  in  that  part  VerrMn  the  fight  renewd. 

Drawing  with  him  the  choftn  Spanifti  band. 

That  oft  in  Chriften  blood  their  hands  imbrewd. 
And  none  almoft  but  they,did  now  withftand: 
But  deftenie  can  neuer  be  efehewd. 

As  may  by  their  fuccefle  be  rightly  fcanth 
Behold  F^ialdo  comes,  and  as  he  came. 

It  feem’dhe  carrid lighming  or  clfe  flame. 

21 

Not  long  before  Almontes  valient  fonne, 

Hight  Dardanellyhad  flaine  a Chriftian  knigli^ 
And  proud  of  that  his  glorie  lately  wonne. 

And  of  this  good  fuccefle  he  had  in  fight,. 

About  the  field  he  carelcfly  did  runne, 
Vntillhehapt  tofee  a woflillfighr. 

He  faw  ^lfe«  yeelding  vp  the  ghoft, 

A you  th  whom  he  efteem’d  and  loucd  moft. 
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turcMiio  was  the  man  that  did  the  deed, 

AndDardaneli  to  venge  it  doth  intend, 

Lurcanio  follow’d  on  and  tookc  no  heed, 

The  other  all  on  him  his  force  doth  bend, 

And  with  a waightie  fpeare  him  and  his  ftced, 
Vnto  the  earth  togitherhe  doth  lend. 

And  pierc’t  his  thigh,  and  put  him  in  fuch  painc, 
As  fcanthc  able  was  to  nfc  againe. 

V>^t^rioiant  (thatdeare  liisbrothcr loued) 

Scing him  in  fii ch paine  and  daunger lye. 

Was  therewithal!  in  wrath  fo  greatly  moued. 

He  mcancth  to  auenge  his  hurt,  or  dye, 

But  though  that  he  attempted  oft  and  proued. 

Yet  could  he  not  toDardanellcomznye: 

For  ftill  of  other  men,  the  throng  and  number. 
Did  him  in  this  attempt  moleft  and  cumber. 

No  doubt  the  heau’ns  had  Dardanell  ordained. 

To  perilh  by  a more  viftorioushandj 
l{gnaidcs  blade  mull  with  his  blood  be  ftained. 

And  was, as  after  you  fliall  vndcrftand. 

By  him  thispraife  and  glorie  mull  be  gained. 

The  fame  whereof  mull  fill  both  fea  and  land: 

But  let  thefe  weftemc  warres  a w hile  remaine. 
And  of Griffim  taJke  we  now  againe. 

who  taught  thofe  of  Damafeo  to  their  harmes. 

What  wrong  they  d id  to  cart  him  in  fuch  fort. 
They  fill  the  towne  with  vprores  and  alarmes. 
Mens  motithes  and  cares  were  full  of  this  report, 
The  kingbrings  forth  fiue  hunderd  men  in  armes, 
And  fends  fiue  more  to  fortifie  the  Ibrt: 

For  why  this  tumult  brought  him  in  perlwaficn. 
That  furc  lome  holl  of  men  did  make  inuafion. 
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But  when  he  faw  no  men,  no  holt,  no  band. 

No  troupes  of  horfc,  the  cittie  to  inuade; 

Oncly  one  man(wel  knowne)that  there  did  ftand 
Andbf  his  people  fuch  a Daughter  made: 

(Moou’d  with  remorfe)he  ftretcheth  out  his  hand 
Naked , in  fhew  of  peace,  as  is  the  trade; 

And  openly  his  ralhnes  he  lamented. 

That  fuch  a knight  to  harme  he  had  confented. 
i7 

And  Gr/^»  when  to  finde  henowbegunne,  . 

The  king  was  of  lb  good  an  inclination. 

And  that  that  wrong  to  him  before  was  done. 
Not  of  his  owne,but  others  inftigation; 

T o make  a friendly  concord  doth  not  IViunn  e, 
Scinghereby  he  loft  no  reputation: 

And  there  he  tarid  at  the  kings  requeft, 

To  cure  his  wounds  and  take  a little  reft.- 
28 

This  while  his  brothcr^juilant  the  blacke. 

That  with ftill  inlurie  ftaid, 

Scing  his  brother  now  fo  long  did  lackc. 

Was  in  his  mind  all  fad  and  illappaid: 

They  heard  no  newes  of  him,they  found  no  track 
Though  wait  about  in  eu’rie  place  was  laid: 

Vntill  the  Greckilb  pilgrim  they  had  met. 

By  whomofhimlbme  inkling  they  did  get. 
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He  told  them  how  a certaine  wanton  dame, 

Higlu  Origilla,  with  a ruffian  knauc. 

That  kept  her  openly  without  all  fliame, 

Y et  going  in  apparell  fine  and  brauc, 

Thelc  two  (the  pilgrim  faid)  together  came, 

From  ^ntioebe  (as  forth  in  fpcech  they  gaue) 

And  to  Damafeo  then  they  ment  to  go. 

But  what  became  of  them  he  did  not  know. 
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Further  to  ^quiUnt  the  pilgrim  told. 

Flow  he  Griffino  met  this  other  day. 

And  did  to  him  the  matter  all  vnfold. 

And  how  forthwith  Griffim  went  his  way. 

With  chafe  enough,  and  (wearing  that  he  would. 
Kill  this  fame  vile  adult’rer,  if  he  may : 

No  fooner  had  his  fpeech  the  pilgrim  ended, 
Inpoft  to  foWovt  j^quilant  intended. 
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Inpofthe  followd  to  Damafeo  ward. 

And  when  he  traueld  had  a day  or  twaine, 
(Behold  that  God  that  euer  doth  reward. 

The  good  with  bleffings  and  thebad  with  paine) 
That  gracelclTe  couple  that  before  you  hard, 
Betraid  Griffim  with  that  diuellifti  traine. 

Into  the  hands  of did  giue. 

While  they  in  pleafurc  moft  fecurcly  liuc. 

3^ 

I fay  that  uiquilant  by  Gods  permiffion, 

Met  with  the  vile  Martano  on  the  way. 

His  horfc,  his  cote, and  outward  apparition. 

So  like  vnto  Griffino  eu’rie  way. 

That  ^qHtlant  at  firft  without  fufpicion. 

Went  to  cm  brace  him,and  began  to  fay. 

Brother  w ell  met,  I loy  of  you  r welfare. 

Your  abfence  bred  in  me  much  feare  and  care. 

^ 33 

But  when  he  faw  the  tothcr  not  replide. 

But  (hrunkc  away  like  one  that  were  aftraid. 

Ah  traitor  villain,  yeeld  thy  felfe  (he  cride) 

Thou  haft  my  brodicr  fpoiled  and  beuaid : 

Tell  me  (thou  wretch)  doth  he  in  life  abide? 

To  whom  in  humble  Ibrt  faid;  (bling 

(W ith  fainting  heart,with  quaking  voice  & trem- 
Yet  in  the  midftofallhisfearc  dilTcmbling.) 
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Pardon  good  fir,  your  brother  is  aliue. 

And  like  to  liuc,  and  hath  no  hurt,nor  (hall: 

The  truth  is  this,  1 being  loth  to  ftriuc 
With  him,  becaulc  I found  him  ftout  and  tall. 
Did  withno  ill  intent  this  drift  contriuc. 

To  faue  my  felfe  and  dohim  hurt  but  fmall. 

For  this  lame  womans  fake  that  is  my  fiftcr. 

With  open  force  not  daring  to  affift  her. 

33 

It  greened  me  to  fee  how  he  by  lull. 

Did  her  abufe  whom  nature  made  me  loue. 

And  for  1 thought  it  was  both  mcete  and  iuft. 

Her  from  this  wicked  cuftome  to  remouc, 

And  fith  I did  his  vallew  great  miftruft, 

Ithought  itbeftbypollicictoproue: 

I dale  his  horfe  and  coat  while  he  was  Deeping, 
And  fo  conuaid  her  quite  out  of  his  keeping. 
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Well  might  Martam  beare  away  die  bell, 

Orcllca  whetftone  challenge  for  his  dew. 

That  on  the  fodaine  fuch  a tale  could  tell. 

And  not  a word  of  all  his  tale  was  trew. 

But  yet  in  Ihew  it  all  agreed  wcllj 
Saue  one  which  ^quilant  moft  certaine  knew 
Was  falfe,and  he  in  vaine  did  feckc  tofmothcr, 
He  was  her  bedfellow,  and  not  her  brother. 
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With  hand  and  tongue  at  once  he  doth  replie. 

And  in  one  inftant,heboth  ftrakeandlpakej 
I know  (quoth  he)  vile  villain  thou  doll  lie. 

And  on  the  face  fo  fiercely  him  he  flrake. 

He  makes  two  teeth  into  his  throat  to  flie : 

Then  with  great  violence  he  doth  him  take. 

And  him  and  her  he  binds  in  bitter  bands. 

Like  captiues  carridinto  forien  lands. 

And  thus  in  haft  vnroDamafco  riding, 

He  fweares  that  he  thcle  bands  would  not  vnbind 
Till  ofhis  brotherhe  do  heare  feme  tiding. 
Whom  in  Damafeo  after  he  did  finde : 

Who  now  with  cunning  Phificke  & good  guiding 
Was  almoft  hcald  in  bodie  and  m minde, 

Crijpnt.  And  when  he  faw  his  vnexpedled  brother. 

Either  falutcd  and  cmbrac’t  the  tother. 
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And  after  they  had  made  in  fpeech  feme  fport. 
About  full  many  a fbolilh  accident, 

(For  had  heard  a large  report 

, Of  Griffins  carting,  and  his  punilhment) 

At  laft  he  asketh  Griffin  in  what  fort. 

They  iboiild  this  couple  worthely  torment? 

To  hang  and  draw  and  burne  their  priuie  parts. 
Was  not  to  much  for  their  two  foule  defarts. 
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The  king  and  allhis  counfell  thought  it  good, 
Becaufe  their  fault  was  fuch  fo  open  knowne, 
That  theyfhould  publikely  diljiill  their  blood, 

And  their  defearts  might  publikely  be  fliownc : 
But  yet  that  motion  Gr/^?» lhaight  witliflood. 
Pretending  priuat  caufes  ofhis  owne: 

Onely  he  wiflit  Martam  fhould  be  ftript, 

And  at  a cart  drawne  through  the  ftrcct  & whipt. 

41 

And  as  for  her, although  Ihe  had  deferued 
A punilhment  as  great  as  he  or  more. 

Yet  was  the  lentence  of  her  doome  referued, 
Vhtjll  Lucina  came  and  not  before: 

So  that  by  Griffins  meane  ftie  was  preferued. 

So  great  fway  ftill,loue  in  his  fancic  bore: 

Here  ^quilanthy  Griffinv/ds procured. 

To  bide  witli  him  vntili  his  wounds  were  cured. 
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Now  T^.randin  that  all  his  powre  ftill  bends, 

T o honour  Griffin  all  the  meanes  he  may. 

And  with  great  courtefie  tnmake  amends, 
Forthatdifgracehedidhim  th’otherdayj 
To  make  another  triumph  he  ehtends. 

Set  forth  with  pompe  and  ftate,and  rich  array: 
And  that  the  fame  may  flic  to  forrain  nations, 

He  notifies  it  llraight  by  proclamations. 
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At  foiire  weekes  end  ihe  triumph  fhould  begin. 

The  fame  whereof  about  fofarre  was  blownc. 

Without  the  land  of  lurie  and  within. 

At  laft  \nto ^Uolfo  it  was  knowne  j 
Who  asking  Sanfonets  aduife  herein, 

Whofe  wifedome  he  preferd  beforehis  owne. 

At  laft  for  companie  they  both  agree. 

To  go  togithcr  thefe  fame  iufts  to  fee. 

44 

Now  as  they  wen  t vpon  their  way  behold. 

They  m et  a gallant  and  a llately  dame. 

With  whom  this  duke  acquainted  was  of  old, 
^<*ryiy4wasthisnoblc  Ladicsnamc;  Marjifa. 

She  trail  eld  like  a knight,  her  heart  was  bold. 

Her  bedie  pafling  ftrong  vnto  the  fame. 

And  when  (he  knew  whether  and  why  they  went. 

To  go  witli  them  flic  quickly  did  conlent. 
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And  thus  thefe  three  their  iournie  fii  contriue. 

As  luft  againft  the  day  and  folemnefeaft, 

Togithcr  at  Damafeo  thcyarriuc. 

Each  one  well  mounted  on  a llately  beaft: 

The  king  that  fpecially  did  care  and  ftriue. 

To  honour  Griffin  aboue  all  the  reft. 

By  all  the  meanes  and  way  es  he  could  deuife. 

Augmented  much  the  vallcw  oftheprifc. 

4tf 

And  where  it  was  as  I before  declar’d, 

Onely  a Angle  armour  finely  wrought, 

Now  T^randino  at  this  lime  prepard, 

To  fet  it  out  with  things  not  lightly  bought; 

To  this  he  adds  a horfe  moll  richly  barb’d. 

By  riders  skill  to  great  perfeftion  brought: 

Welfhapt,wel  markrdlronglimbd  &paffingfwift 
The  beaft  alone,  fit  for  a Prmces  gift. 
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All  thishc  didjbecaufe  great  hopche  faw, 

Thar  Grffinonce  againe  the  prife  would  win. 

Burthen  wasverifidc  the  oldfaidfaw, 

Much  falls  betweene  the  Challice  and  the  chin:  "Priuert. 

For  when  Marfifa  (void  of  feare  or  aw) 

Without, hadvewdthisarmoiirandwithin, 

Finding  it  had  bene  hers,  by  marks  well  knowne,  prema^  Ubra, 
She  feazeth  ftraighr  vpon  it  as  her  owne. 
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The  king  that  ill  fb  great  difgrace  could  brooke. 

Did  fhew  himfelfe  therewith  much  difeontent. 

And  with  a Princely  frownc  and  angrie  lookc. 

His  fylence  threatned  rhat  fhe  Ihould  repent, 

.And  in  fo  great  defpite  the  thing  he  tooke. 

That  ftraightfome  fargents  vnto  her  he  fent. 

With  fouldiers  fome  on  foote  and  fbme  onhor(e> 

Deceiu’d  much  in  her  fcx,more  in  her  force. 

49 

For  ncuer  did  a child  take  more  delight,  SimUt. 

With  gawdie  flowres  in  time  of  fpnng  to  play, 

Norneuerdid  young  Ladie  braue  and  bright,  Smile.' 

Like  dauncing  better  on  a folenr.nc  day, 

Then  did  Marfifa  in  the  found  and  fight,  dZ'nu, 

Of glittring  blades  and  fpeareSjdelight  to  ft.iy:  Nm  ftc 

And  this  did  caufc  her  take  therein  more  pleafure  Ixaffi'es^nofru^ 
Becaufe  her  ftregth  was  great  beyond  al  meaftire. 

Thofc 


OF  ORLANDO  FVRIOSO. 


GnhhUuw. 


JO 

Thofc  few  that  were  to  apprehend  her  fenr^ 

And  punifli  her  for  this  vnlawfull  deed. 

Were  cauf’d  their  comming quickly  to  repent. 
And  others  by  their  harmes  tooke  better  heed : 
The  armed  knights  moft  diuerfly  were  bent, 
Some  (landing  llil  to  mark  what  this  would  breed 
Some  to  the  fergeants  thought  to  bring  rclcefc, 
Of  whom  were  Griffin  and  his  brother  checfc. 
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The  Englifh  duke  doth  deeme  it  Were  a (hame. 

To  leaue  Marfipt  in  this  daungerous  cafe, 
Cliicfely  fith  for  his  company  (he  came, 

And  Sanfonet  doilt  deeme  ic  like  difgracc, 
Wherfore  they  meane  how  ear  the  mat  ter  frame 
Not  leaue  her  vnafTifted  in  the  placej 
^Jiolfo  had  a charmed  fpeare  all  gilt. 

With  which  he  vfed  oft  to  runne  at  tile 
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Thevertue  of  this  charmed  fpeare  was  fuch, 

Befidcs  the  guilding  bright  and  faire  ofhew. 

That  whom  fo  ear  the  head  thereof  did  tuchj 
Straight  him  from  ofhishorfc  itouerthrew, 
Crffino  firft  although  difdaining  much. 

He  quite  vnhorft,norwho  itwasheknew; 

Jhen  ^ijuiUnt  thattoreuengeitment, 

Vnto  the  ground  in  manner  like  was  fent. 
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Thus  did  thefe  warriers  three  themfcluesbehauc* 
But  chiefe  3f4r/Jj'i,w'ho  would  ncuer  reft. 

But  would  in  (pite  of  all,  the  armor  hauc, 

Nor  once  vouchfaft  to  aske  it  or  requeftj 
She  doth  the  king  and  all  his  nobles  brauc. 

And  when  the  bell  of  them  had  done  his  bed. 

On  eu’rie  fide  (he  beat  the  people  downe. 

And  from  them  all  made  way  out  of  the  towne. 
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Sanfonet  and  ^flolfo  did  the  like. 

King  T{nrandmos  men  of  armes  purfew. 

The  foolifh  people  ci  ie  (lop,  kill,  and  ftrike, 

But  none  comes  neare  but  (land  a loofc  to  vew: 

A narrow  bridge  there  was , this  pi  ace  they  pikej 
And  to  defend  it  againft  all  the  crew. 

Till  Grffin  came,  hauing  his  horfe  recouered. 
And  by  (bine  markes  the  Englifli  duke  difeouered 
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And  ftraight  his  brother  ^quilante  came. 

And  of  Afiolfo  both  acquaintance^ ake,  ^ 

And  then  in  ciuilltermes  they  fomwhat  blamej 
Her  that  fo  fmall  count  of  the  king  did  make; 
^ftolfo  friendly  told  to  them  her  name. 

And  in  defence  of  her  fome  w'ords  he  Ijiake, 
Others  that  came  maruell  to  what  it  tends. 

To  heare  tliem  talke  togither  now  like  frends. 
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But  when  that  2\(pr<W/n<w(buldiers  hard 
Her  name,fo  dreaded  ouer  all  the  Eaft, 

They  furely  thou^it  that  tliey  (hould  all  be  mard. 
And  that  the  cittie  would  be  tane  at  lead: 
Therefore  they  pray  the  king  to  hauc  regard. 

But  now  Marjfyfa(moued  byrequeft. 

Of  the  two  brothers)  friendly  doth  confenr, 

Her  fclfe  before  the  Prince  for  to  prefent. 


And  thus  without  much  rcucrcncc  (he  fpake. 

Sir  king,  I maruell  what  your  highnelTe  ment, 

A prife  and  gift  of  fuch  a thing  to  make. 

As  is  not  yours,  without  I ghie  confent:  . v. . 

The  armes  this  armor  hath  plain  proofc  do  make^ 

Namely  a crownc  into  three  pceces  rent : 

Once  I put  of  this  armor  in  a way^ 

To  cha(e  a thiefe  that  dale  from  me  a pray.  . thitfi  t»at 

jg  BruHtUo u at 

Then  faid  the  king(Ladic)  the  truth  isfo, 

Of  an  Armenian  merchant  I them  bougfir, 

I make  no  queftion  be  they  yours  or  noj 

Nor  needs  for  proof  more  witnclTc  tobebrought. 

For  though  they  were  not,  I would  them  bellow 
Onyou,  il  fo  the  fame  by  you  were  (ought; 

As  for  vnto  whom  I gaue  them, 

He  (halbc  pleafdl  hope,andnot  to  hauc  them'. 
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I will  him  recompence  fome  other  way, 

And  giue  him  gifts  of  as  great  worth  or  morcj 
Thanks  to  your  highnes  Grffin  ftraight  doth  lay* 

Preferue  me  in  your  g'^acc  I aske  no  more : 

But  when  Af<»r//ifaw  that  cu’ric  way. 

They  honor’dher,  (he  chaung’dher  mind  beforq 
To  Ihew  magnificence  (he  vl'd  this  drift, 

Griffin  mud  take  this  armor  as  her  gift. 
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And  thus  good  friends  all  turned  backe  againc. 

And  then  with  double  ioy  the  feaft  they  hold. 

In  which  chiefe  praile  did  Sanfonet  obtainc. 

The  other  foure-did  then  themfelues  withold  j 
Wifhingthcpraifc  (hould  vnto  him  remainc. 

And  then  with  greater  cheare  then  can  be  told. 

By  “H  orandyno  tliey  were  nobly  feafted. 

And  there  themfelues  they  well  repofd  & reded.  / 

Scau’n  dayesor  tight  the  king  them  entertained, 

And  thofc  once  pad,  of  him  their  leaue  they  take, 

The  which  with  gifts  and  honour  great  obtamed. 

Toward  the  townc  ofTripoly  they  make. 

And  in  one  companie  thefe  fiue  remained , 

Minding  not  one  the  other  to  forfake. 

As  long  .as  one  of  them  was  left  aliue, 

VniUl  in  France  they  fafely  (hould  arriue. 

6z 

Straight  they  do  get  a vcfTell  for  their  hire, 

A marchants  (hip  new  laden  from  the  Wed, 

The  mafter  of  the  (liip  an  auncient  fife, 

Confented  to  their  wills  with  finallrequeft, 

The  wind  as  then  feni’d  fit  for  their  defire. 

Blowing  a gentle  gale  all  from  the  Eaft, 

So  that  with  filled  fades  in  little  while. 

They  came  as  far  as  Cyprcs,^«»«,  ile. 

Here  eu’rieplace  was  full  ofodorsfiveet,  ' 

Of  gardens  faire,  offpice  of plcafant  tad,  (ecrateioytam. 

The  people  luftfull  (for  dame  Fenm  meet) 

From  tender  yearcs  to  doting  age  do  lad, 

With  wanton  damfels  walking  in  each  ftrect, 

Inuiting  men  toplcafure  and  repaft. 

From  hence  againc  they  loofed  at  what  time. 

Von  vhxhuf  charret  vnto  th’Eaft  did  climc< 
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The  weaiEcr  ftill  was  teropet at  and  cleatc, 

A plcafant  gale  their  fwelling  failcs  did  fill. 

No  figne  of  ftorme  jor  tempeft  did  a j^earc. 

To  fuch  as  in  the  weather  had  heft  skill: 

Bucloe  rhe  weather  oft  doth  chaiing  her  chcarc, 
Eu’n  as  a woman  oft  doth  chaimge  her  will, 
Forfodainly  they  had  fuch  ftormes  ot  wether. 

As  if  that  heau'n&  earth  would  come  together. 
6s 

The  aire  doth  on  the  fodaine  grow  obfeure, 

Lightned  fomtimewith  lightnings  dreadfuIHight 
And  I’aue  their  hourcglafle  kept  the  recknirigfure 
Twas  hard  fpr  to  difccrne  the  day  from  night : 
The  dclprat  marriners  dp  all  endure. 

As  men  invrcd  to  the  waters  fpight, 

The  heau’ns  aboiie,  the  waues  beneath  do  rorc. 
Yet  are  not  they  difmaid  one  whit  therefore. 
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One  with  a wh.ftle  hang’d  about  his  necke, 

Shewes  by  the  found  w hich  cord  muft  be  vndonc, 
Andftraight  the  fliipboy  readie  at  a becke, 

Vnto  die  toppes  with  nimble  fleight  doth  runne. 
The  other  marriners  vpon  the  decke. 

Or  at  the  ftccrc  the  comming  waues  do -Ihunne, 
And  then  by  turnes  tliey  pumpe  the  water  our. 
By  paine  and  care  preuenting  cu’ric  doubt. 
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Now  while  this  noble  crew  with  tempeft  toft. 

Went  in  thcfcaaswinde  andweather  drauc. 
Looking  each  minute  to  be  drownd  and  loft. 

The  Chriftians  with  a frefti  aftault  and  braue, 
Seton  the  Pagans  forcly  to  their  coft: 

Who  now  began  the  worler  fide  to  hauc. 

But  chiefly  then  their  courage  gan  to quaile. 
When  noble  Dardanelios  life  did  fade. 
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Rpialdo  him  had  noted  from  the  reft. 

Proud  of  the  flaughter  offo  many  foes. 

And  to  himfelfe  he  faid  tis  fiircly  beft. 

To  crop  this  weed,  before  it  higher  growes. 
Therewith  he  fees  his  fatall  fpeare  in  reft. 

And  cries  to  Dardanello  as  he  goes, 

Alas  poorc  boy,  much  woe  to  thee  they  bred. 
That  left  to  thee  thatfliicld  of  white  and  red. 
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lie  trie  if  you  defend  thofc  cullors  well, 

(He  faith)  which  if  with  me  you  cannot  do, 
AgainftOr/rtn(/ofiercc,  1 can  you  tell. 

For  to  defend  diem  will  be  great  adoe: 

Thus  faid  RtnM  and  noble  Vardandl, 

In  valiant  wife  thus  aunfwerd  therunto, 

Know  this  (quoth  he)  that  thefc  my  cullors  I, 
Will brauely  here  defend,  or  brauely  die. 

70 

With  that  he  fpurr’d  his  horfefas  this  he  fpakc) 

And  with  great  force  ^enaldo  did  afl'aile, 

Butloe  the  ftaiFe  vpon  his  armor  brake, 

’ So  as  his  blow  but  little  didauaile. 

But  ftraight  B^ruldos  fpeare  a way  did  make. 
Piercing  the  double  folds  of  plate  and  made. 
And  went  fodeepeinto  the  tender  skin. 

Out  went  the  life  there  where  the  ftaffc  went  in. 


Looke  how  a purple  fiowrc  doth  fade  and  drie. 

That  painefull plowman  cutteth  vp  with fticarc. 
Or  as  the  poppeys  heads  a fide  do  lie. 

When  It  the  bodie  cannot  longer  bcarej 
So  did  the  noble  DardamUc  die. 

And  with  his  deaLh  fild  all  his  men  with  feare. 

As  waters  runne  abrodc  that  breakc  their  bay. 
So  fled  his  fpuldicts  bre.akmg  their  array. 
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They  flic  vnto  their  tents  with  full  perfwafion, 

1 hat  of  the  field  the  maftcrie  was  loft. 
Wherefore  to  fortific  againftinuafion. 

They  fparc  no  time,  no  trauelli  nor  no  coft ; 
Charles  by  the  foihead  meancs  to  cake  Occafion, 
And  follows  them  full  clofe  with  all  his  hoft. 

And  comm  ing  to  their  tents  lo  bran  cly  v encerd. 
That  he  with  them  thcmfelues  almoft  had  enterd 
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Had  not  Ills  valient  attempt  bene  fta  id. 

By  ouerhaftieccmmingofthe  night. 

So  that  of  force  as  then  it  was  delaid. 

And  either  fide  was  driu’n  tolcaue  rhe  fight 
But  with  this  difference  the  Turkes  difmaid. 

And  newly  gatherd  from  their  fearefuU  flight. 
The  Chriftians  on  the  tother  fide  purfewing. 

And  day  by  day  their  hope  and  powre  renewing. 
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The  number  of  the  Turks  that  day  were  flaine. 

Was  more  fticn  fourcfcore  thoufand  (as  they  fay) 
Their  blood  did  fat  the  ground  of  all  that  plaine, 
Making  the  foile  more  fertile  to  this  day: 

Among  the  dead  fomc  men  halfe  dead  rcmainc. 
Left  there  for  thieucs  androbbers  as  a pray, 
Wicliin  the  Pagan  campc  great  mone  they  make. 
Some  for  their  frendsjfome  for  their  kinsfolks  fake 
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Twoyouthes  dicre  were  amonglomany  more, 
Wnofe  fricndfliip  faft  & firme,whofe  faithful  harts 
Deferuethto  be  plaft  the  reft  before. 

And  CO  be  pmifed  for  their  good  defearts. 

Their  names  were  Cloridano  and  Medore,  ^ 
Both  borne  farre  hence, about  the  Efter  parts,' 
Their  parents  poorc,  and  not  of  our  beliefe, 

Yet  for  crueloue  they  may  bepraifcd  chiefe. 
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The  Elder  of  the  twohight  Cloridan, 

An  hunter  wilde  in  all  his  life  hadbeene, 

Afliue  of  limbs,  and  eke  an  hardie  man. 

As  in  a thoufand  men  might  well  be  feenc : 
Medorowis  but  young, andnow  began. 

To  enter  to,  ofyouth  the  pleafant  grecnc, 

Faire  skind,  black  eyd,  andyellow  curled  henre. 
Hanging  in  lonely  loc  ks  by  cither  earc. 

Thcfe  two  among  the  reft  kept  watch  that  night,  . 
Andwhilethe  time  infundriefpcech  tliey  Ipent, 
Medoro  oftcntmc  moft  fadly  fight. 

His  mafters  death  did  caule  him  fo  lament. 

Oh  (faid  ^e</:.ro)whatawofullfpight? 

What  ctuell fcourge  tome  hath  fortune fent? 
That  Darianell./flmontes  worthy  fonne. 

So  fodainly  Ihould  vnto  death  be  done. 
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Behold  his  noble  corfe  is  left  a pray, 

Tobc  dcuoured  by  the  wolfc  and  croc, 

A foode  to  fine  fo  to  be  borne  away, 

Eutlfhall  remedic  that  hap  Itroe, 

lie  finde  the  mcane his  corfe  thence  to  coniiay, 

I am  refolu’dniy  felfc  will  thitlicrgoe. 

That  for  the  good  he  did  me  when  he  hued, 
AtleaRhis  coifcbymemay  bcrclicued. 
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When  CioriJanohcard  this fayingoiit, 

He  Rood  ama7.d,and  mufing  in  his  minde, 

In  tender  y eares  to  finde  a heart  fo  Rout, 
Vntofodaungerous  attempt  enclinde. 

And  Rraight  diffwadcs  him,caRing  many  a doubt 
To  make  him  change  the  thinghehad  aflignde, 
But  Rill  Mfdoro  doth  rcfolue  to  trici 
To  bunc  Dardantll,  or  clfe  to  die, 
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When  Cloridan  (b  refolute  him  found. 

Straight  of  his  owne  accord  he  vow  doth  make. 
To  follow  him  in  broken  Rate  and  found. 

And  neuerhim  toleaueortoforfakej 
And  Rraight  they  two  do  leaue  this  fenced  ground 
And  pointing  new  fupplies  their  roomes  to  take, 
They  finde  the  ChriRencampclic  all  neglefted. 
Like  thofe  that  fear  no  harme,nor  none  fulpcfted 
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I lay  thofe  ChtiRcns  that  the  watch  ftiould  keepe. 
Lay  as  they  cared  not  for  foe  nor  frend. 

Their  fences  fo  poflefl  with  wine  and  fleepc. 

That  none  of  them  their  office  did  attend: 
ButClond<*wthatfaw  them  drowndlb  deepc, 
(Said  thus.)  Afciforo /low  I do  entend> 

To  get  for  our  great  lofle , this  fmall  amends. 

To  kill  fome  foes,  diat  killed  all  our  frends. 
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Stand  thou  and  watch  and  harken  eu’rie  way. 

And  for  the  refilet  me  alone  to  trie. 

This  faid , he  goes  where  one  ^Ifev  lay. 

That  tooke  vpon  him  knowledge  in  the  skic. 

By  which  he  dreamt  he  ffiould  hue  many  a day. 
And  in  his  wines  beloued  bofome  die. 

But  all  was  falfe  his  cunning  him  deceaued. 

For  now  this  Pagan  him  of  life  bereaued. 

83 

And  many  more  w hom  here  I do  not  name. 

Sleeping  on  boords, and  making  Rraw  their  bed: 
A t lafl  where  wretched  Grillo  lay  he  came. 

That  on  an  emptie  barrell  coucht  his  hed, 
H:mfclfc  had  empeed late  before  the  fame, 

A deadly  flecpethe  wineinhimhadbred. 

The  Turke  his  fword  vvithin  his  bowels  fixed. 

Out  came  the  blood  and  wine  together  mixed. 

84 

Ncarc  Grillo  flept  a Dutchman  and  a Grceke, 

That  all  the  night  had  plide  the  dice  and  ffiinke. 
To  both  of  them  at  once  he  did  the  leeke, 
Dreamingperhapsoffeu’n,  and cf  lyfcfinke: 
They  had  bene  better  watched  all  the  weeke. 
Then  atfobad  a time  as  this  to  winke: 

Death  certaineistoall  theprouerbfeath, 
Vncertaine  is  to  all  the  houre  cf  death. 
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Looke  how  a Lion  fierce  with  famine  pindc, 
Comming  vnto  a flockc  of  filly  Ricepe, 
where  neither  fence,  nor  people  he  doth  finde, 
Spoyleth  the  flock,the  while  the  fhepheards  flcep 
So Cloridanovf  \<i\\  asblondie  minde,  (keepe> 

Finding  thofe  huflit  that  watch  and  ward  Riould 
Could  not  his  crucll  rage  and  malhcc  bridle. 

Nor  was  this  while  Medoroi  weapon  idle. 

85 


For  he  that  did  difdaine  to  make  to  die, 

Thofe  of  the  common  and  the  bafer  fort. 

Came  there  where  duke  Labretto  then  did  lye. 
Embracing  of  his  Ladie  in  fuch  fort, 

Asyuie  doth  the  wall,  they  lay  fonye. 

Now  foundly  flcepingaftcr^f»«<fport. 

So  clofe,the  aire  could  not  hauecomc  betweencj 
Medore  their  heads  at  one  blow  cuts  of  cleene. 
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Oh  happic  Rate, 6 life,  o death  moR  fweete. 

For  fure  1 thinke  tlieir  foules  imbracing  fo, 
Inheau’nly  featdoofttogithermeete, 

And  in  good  peace  and  loue  did  thither  go. 

Then  next  a captaine  of  the  FlemmiRi  fleete. 

And  th’Erle  of  Flaundcrs  fonnes  with  other  moe, 
Afedoiokild,  and  fo  far  forward  went, 

He  came  but  little  from  the  Emp’rors  tent. 
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Butloe  they  both  with  fhedding  blood  now  tyred. 
And  fearing  leaR  at  length  fome  few  might  wake, 
Er  long  time  paR,  both  by  accord  retyred. 
Minding  their  firfl  attempt  in  hand  to  take, 

(As  both, but  as  Mtdoro  chiefe  defired) 

MoR  fccretly  vnto  the  field  they  make  , 

Meaning  although  they  both  were  faint  and  wety 
The  noble  Vardanelloi  corfe  to  burie. 
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The  heaps  of  men  that  in  the  field  remaine. 

Some  dead,  and  fome  betweene  aliue  and  dead. 
Had  made  their  labor  to  haue  bene  in  vainc. 

Had  not  the  moone  Riewd  out  her  horned  head. 
So  bright,  as  cleare  difcouerd  all  the  plaine. 

That  then  was  couerd  with  Vermillion  red. 
Were  it  a chaunce  or  elfe  his  earneR  prayre. 
That  made  the  moone  at  that  time  fliine  fo  faire. 
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After  long  fcarch  by  Pheebes  friendly  light. 

The  good  M edore  elpide  him  on  the  ground. 
Who  when  he  faw  that  grieiious  wofull  fight. 

He  was  for  forrow  ready  there  to  found  j 
And  out  he  cries, alas  6 worthy  wight. 

Not  worthy, in  this  fort  to  haue  bene  found. 

Now  my  laR  duetie,do  I mind  to  pay. 

And  then  to  fay  farewell  to  you  for  ay. 
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Thus  Ipake  M edoro  fliedding  many  a tcarc, 
i\  nd  minding  now  no  longer  time  to  tarrie. 

The  loued  corfe  doth  on  his  ffioulders  beare. 

And  Cloridam  holpe  the  fame  to  carrie, 

And  they  that  erfl  were  Rout  and  voidoffeare. 
Were  waxen  now  fb  timerousandwarie. 

Not  for  their  owne,  but  this  dearc  burdens  fake. 
That  cu’ric  little  noife  did  caufe  them  auakc. 
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This  while  the  noble  Zeriwjhauing  chart 
His  fcarcfull  foes  while  others  were  a flecpe, 
Hauing  his  heart  on  vcrtucs  lore  fo  plaft. 

As  did  to  noble  deeds  him  waking  kecpe,  (hart. 
Came  with  his  troop  where  thefe  two  made  great 
By  hillsjby  dales,  by  ftonie  waycs  and  ftecpc. 

The  carkas  of  their  Lord  to  bcare  away. 

When  much  it  wanted  not  of  breakc  ofday, 
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The  Scots  that  were  of  noble  Zjri/Vw  band, 

Seing  two  men  go  lodcn  downc  the  plainc, 

Make  after  them  a gallop  out  of  hand, 

Hoping  to  light  vpon  fome  pray  or  game : 

Clcridan  Ipying  them  come  ore  the  land, 

Said  It  was  belt  to  let  'the  corfe  remaine, 
Alleaging  that  it  was  a fooliih  tricke, 

Irtfamng  one  dead  man  to  loofe  two  quicke. 
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And  herewithall  his  hold  he  letreth  llidc. 

Thinking  Medoro  would  the  fan  ehaue  done. 
Weaning  himfclfe  in  the  next  wood  to  hide. 

And  toward  it  in  great  haft  he  dotliiunnc; 

But  good  Medcro  that  could  not  abide, 

To  lean  e the  office  he  fojate  begunne, 

Although  with  double  painc  and  duller  pate 
With  all  the  burthen  fled  away  in  chafe. 
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And  to  the  wood  the  ncarert  way  he  went. 

Hoping  to  get  it  er  the  horfemen  came. 

But  now  his  breth  and  ftrength  were  fo  far  fpent. 
As  they  had  verie  neare  him  ouertane, 

Y et  in  his  deed  he  doth  no  w hir  reknr> 

To  leaue  his  Lord  he  counts  it  fuch  a fliame. 

But  they  that  thinke  this  ftoric  worth  the  reding. 
Mart  talte  a little  rcfpitc  in  procedmg. 
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1 n thifeightemth  bool^^we  may  notefirjl  IioU>  hurtful!  a thing  itifioa  Vrince  cr great  MagiTlrate  to  fudge  n-itlxmt  hea- 
ring both fides:  and  contrarie  hotr  great  a fraife  it  U in  them  todo  (as  Alexander  is  noted  to  haue  yfe<t)to  heef>e  one  ear  for  the 
aduerfi  fartie^  or  (as  we  ter  me  it')  for  the  defendant.  1 n the  funijl  went  o/Wartano , we  may  note  howfalfe  accufers  euer 
come  to  femefilthie  end , ^ their  yile  and fit  hie  lines  deferue.  J n N orandinc , that  finding  he  had  dorteC  riffino  wn  vg  is 
willing  to  mak^  amends  for  it , and  1 0 be  friends  with  Isim,  tye  may  fee  a notable  example  of princely  clemencies  which  1 could 
wifh  all  ClriTfian  Vrinces  to  follow  ^ though  indeed  commonly  they  doe  quite  contrarie ; and  rather  where  they  doe  one  wrongy 
makp  amends  with  a peatery  according  to  that  heatlmijh  (nay  diuelijh')faying  o/Machiaucli,  that  whom  you  haue  done  a 
great  iniurie  to,  him  you  nufi  neuer  pardon,  but ftiU  /ifr/erxlf  .(Tempora  tempora  quod  monrtrum  aluiftis?)  Oh  times 
what  am«nJlerhaueyeebred?how  far  is  thudo&rine  from  his,  that  taught  to forgiue , notfeuen  times , but feauentte  times 
feauen  times  ? 

Lafily  in  Medoro,  Wemay  note  a notable  example  of  gratitude  towards  hismafiersdead  corfe,inlxiXaidingh'Htwnelife 
to  biirie  it  •,  which  ss  indeed  (though  hewere  a heathtn^a  mofi  C}jriflianabl,and  one  of  tire  worh^s  of  charitte  commended  in 
tire  feriptu re, as  namely ;»  T obia3vp/;o  was  greatly  reward ed  ^ blefiedfor  it-.^nd further  ive  may  note  how  in  dl  agesjturiall 
bratir  bene  thought  amefi  neceJfariethirig,andreligious:  but  of  Medof  oagratitude  J firaU.  fpeal^e  more  intirenert  bool^e. 

Cocerning  the  def ription  of  the  lie  of  Cypres  jfet  downe  in  the  63  fiafiejwhereit  is  praifed for  the  pleafantna  ofityos  al  that 
Write  of it  do  tejlifiey  and  Horace  proues  it  was  called  Venus  Jle,in  this  yerfe  to  V cnus. 

-Regina  Gnidi  Paphique 
Sperne<lileftam  Cipron,  &c — 

H'emayobferue  agood ^llegoricatl fence^n  that  Rodomont  tsfirJiajfivld by  Iealoufie,then brow  lealoufiebreedsDifcord, 
and  huw  "Pride  encreafeth  itjldl  edging  it  forwardfaying  what  ajhame  is  it  to  put  ypfuclr  aniniurkcand  what  will  tire  World 
fay  of  it?  and  who  could  bear  e it?  thefe  be  the  whetflones  tojharpen  reuenge.and  to  hfirdle  tire  coales  offtrife.^lfo  we  mai  rtnte 
how  mine  .Autbrorpretily  noted  y thcit  Di fiord  and  Pride  y wbrenthey  went fiom  tire  ./tlbcy,  left  Fraud  and  Hypocrifie  f.  r their 
fufficient  deputies  in  their  places-,  for  where  Fraud  worlds, there  neuerWanteth feed  offirife-.  ^ wirere  Hypocrifie  isythere  wants 
no  pride  tbroughitbenotplairrly  difeouered. 

1 n Dardanellos  meetingwith  Renaldo  and  erKountring  brim  , and  after  beingfiaine  by  Irim,  Irealtogither  alludes  to  the 
confiifl  betwtene  Troylus  and  Achilles. 

Infoelixpiier  atque  impar  congrefl'us  Achilli. 


The  end  of  the  annotacions  of  the  1 8.  bookc. 


THE  ARGVMENT. 

Angelic  A doth  healcy  and  wed  Aiedore  : 

Adarfifa,  with  that  wort  hie  crew. 

Lands  (after  tranell  long)  vponthefhore 
Of  Ama-cons ; where  when  the  law  they  hnew, 
CfHydon,  that  thether  came  hut  late  before. 
Fought  with  Adarfifa,  who  hpsnine  men flewy 
But  when  the  combat  ceaftfor  want  of  light , 
Cuydon  intreats  them  lodge  with  him  that  night. 
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Diutrt  btut 
vmtten  ti>  tbit 
tjftci  of  till  fie- 
illtnet  o{  frimdt 
hm  Ipecitlfy: 
Ouid.  Donee  erii 
fahx  rniflta  m*- 
mtTdbit  amieo); 
Ttmpord  ft  fui- 
Tint  miila  [ohm 
tru. 


ft  of  tee.  VulfM 
JifH  VI  me- 
eirtfir- 

«. 


I 

One  cS  deem  righc  who 
faithful  friends  do  reft- 
While  they  beare  fway  & 
rule  in  great  degree. 
For  then  bothfaft  &fai- 
ned  friends  arc  preft, 
Whofefaithesfcem  both 
of  oncefteftto  be; 
But  then  reuoults  the 
faint  andfained  gueft. 
When  welth  vmvindcs, and  Fortune  feems  to  flee 
But  he  that  loucs  indeed  remaineth  faft, 
Andloucs  andferucs  when  life  and  all  is  paft. 

1 

If  all  mens  thoughts  were  written  in  their  face. 

Some  one  that  now  the  reft  doth  ouerc row. 

Some  other  eke  y watS  his  fouerains  grace, (know 
Whe  as  their  Prince  their  inward  thoughts  Ihould 
The  meaner  man  ftiould  take  the  betters  place* 
The  greater  man  might  ftoopc  and  fit  below. 

But  tell  we  now  how  poore  Medaro  Iped, 

That  ku’d  his  mafterboth  aliueandded. 


3 

In  vaine  he  fought  to  get  him  to  the  wood. 

By  blindc  and  narrow  pathes  to  him  vnknowne, 
Their  fwift,  and  his  flow  pafe  the  fame  withftood, 
Forftby  the  burden  that  he  bare  alone. 

But  now, when  Ctoridano  vnderftood 
Medoros  cafe,  he  made  for  him  great  mono, 

And  curft  himielfe,  and  was  full  ill  apaid. 

That  he  had  left  his  friend  dcuoid  of  aid. 

4 

JH  edoro  all  abou  t lb  ftraight  befet. 

To  Icauc  lus  loucd  lode  was  then  conftrained. 


But  allin  vaine, he  fought  fro  thence  toget. 

His  mafters  carkas  that  behind  remained. 

Was  vnto  him  fo  fearcc  and  ftrong  a let; 

Itftaid  the  werie  fteps,andhim  retained, 

. Eu’n  as  a beare  that  would  defend  her  wheipe, 
Houers  about  although  ftie  cannothelpe. 

f 

So  good  Medore  about  the  corfc  did  houer. 

The  while  that  Cloridano  commeth  backc. 

And  (for  the  day  was  dawnd)  he  might  difeouer^ 
How  greatly  his  Aff(/ore,his  helpe  did  lackcj 
Wherefore  to  dohisbeft  him  torecouer, 
Hc«akes  his  bow  andquiuer  from  his  backc. 

And  at  a Scot  he  tooke  his  aime  lb  well. 

He  ftrakc  him  in  the  braine  that  downe he  fcl.' 

6 

The  fall  and  death  fofodaine  of  the  Scot, 

Amatcd  much  the  courage  of  the  reft,  (fliot. 
And  much  they  manield  whence  fhould  come  the 
And  fore  this  accident  did  them  molcft: 

But  Cloridan  for  this  forbare  them  not. 

But  (hot  another  in,  about  the  breft. 

The  which  enflamd  Zerbinos  mind  lb  fore, 
Thatforreuenge  he  would  hauc  flaine  Medtre^ 

7 

And  faftning  in  his  golden  curled  hcarc. 

His  warlike  hand, thou  {halt  faid  he  abuy. 

Thou  {halt  the  penance  and  the  burthen  bear* 
Of  him,  that  here  hath  made  my  men  to  dye: 

Y et  for  all  this,  Zerbino  did  forbearc, 

TokiU  him,  when  hefaw  with  gracious  eye. 

His  fwcet  fad  looke,  and  harkned  to  his  Ipccch, 
That  in  this  fort  for  pardon  did  befecch. 


SimiA, 


OF  ORLANDO  FVRIOSO. 
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Grett'  Mttcwtt 
b 4th  tutr  bcene 
nudt  of  lurtall 
tnd  tbofi  tbtt 
Ifould  forbid  It  ^ 
jr»rf  cutr 
thought  mojl  ie- 
nfltblt  tyrants, 
at  QrtonofTbt- 
hi. 


,4>irtlk*. 


StHunct. 


S 

Sir  knight  (he  (aid)  for  tliy  Meflias  fake, 

I ihcc  do  pray,  and  earncftly  ccniurc. 

So  much  compaflion  now  on  me  to  take. 

To  let  me  giue  my  Lordhii  fepulture: 

1 little  care  what  fpoilc  of  me  yee  make. 

What  paines  or  tortures  1 my  fclfe  endure, 
bne!y  1 few /o  long  my  life  to  faue, 

. As  I may  lay  my  mafter  in  his  g 'aae. 

9 

Now  while  Medoro  Ipakc  thefe  words  and  fuch> 
Whereby  Zeriins  was  tomcrcie  moued. 

And  to  his  fauor  was  inclined  much, 

As  one  that  gratcfulnes  had  cuer  loued, 

A vile  bafefwainCjfo  rudely  did  him  tuch. 

As  him  not  onely  from  his  place  remoued, 

But  with  his  ftaffe  moft  rudely  ouerthrew  him, 
That  cu’ric  one  do  deeme  him  dead  that  vew  him 

10 

This  fa&  did  fo  ZtrUms  minde  offend, 

Thar  prefcntly  the  viljaine  he  did  chafe. 

And  to  haue  killed  him  he  did  intend. 

And  had,  but  that  the  other  fled  apace: 

But  when  that  Cloridane  faw  his  frend, 

With  bleeding  wound,  lye  prottratein  the  place. 
He  meanes  himfelfe  no  longer  now  to  hide, 

But  cu’n  to  die  by  deare  Medoros  fide. 

II 

And  as  he  purpof  d fo  he  did  indeed. 

For  figliting  manfully  he  there  was  flaine; 

The  Scots  do  onward  on  their  way  proceed, 
Medoro  halfc  aliuedoth  there  rcmaine: 

And  flill  his  breft  in  wofull  fort  doth  bleed. 

The  ftaffe  had  cut  therin  fo  large  a vaine. 

And  fure  he  had  bled  out  his  life  and  all, 

But  for  one  rare  good  hap  did  him  befall. 

II 

For  loc,adamfellcame,  though  meanely  clad. 

In  fhepheards  weeds, yet  frtlh  and  faire  of  fauour 
And  fuch  a one  as  in  thofc  bafe  clothes  had, 

A fhew  of  princely  birth  and  hie  behauiour. 

She  finding  him  lie  there  in  cafe  fo  bad, 

Thought  itwere  charitietobehisfauiour: 

This  was  (ifyou  forget)  the  Ladic  faire. 

That  ofCataya  was  vndoubtedhaire. 

Iflicw’dyouby  what  hap  fhegat  the  ring, 

And  how  the  fame  had  fill’d  her  with  fuch  pride. 
And  her  into  fo  hie  conceit  did  bring. 

That  all  her  filters  now  fhe  flat  denidc. 

She  careth  not  for  Harlenor  Duke,  nor  King. 
Sacripantand  Orlando  (he  defide, 

Butchiefly  (lie  would  blufli  andbe  afliamed. 

If  (he  buthapttoheare  I{tnaldo  named. 

14 

So  greathcr  folly  grew,fo  vaine  her  pride, 

As  (he  efteemed  all  die  world  at  naught,' 

Tlie  which  when  once  the  blind  boy  had  efpidc, 
(Not  blind  when  any  mifehiefe  may  be  wrought) 
He  will  no  longer  this  prefumption  bide. 

And  for  a fir  occafion  long  he  fought. 

And  finding  this  jhe  thought  himfelfe  nowfped. 
And  vp  he  drawes  his  arrow  to  the  hcd. 


If 

No  v when  this  Indian  quccne  did  there  behold, 

A louely  youth  lye  dying  in  the  place, 
Hisbodiefcoble  inamortallcold, 

A deadly  pale  amid  his  liucly  face, 

A kind  of  paflion  ftraight  on  her  tooke  hold. 

That  moil’d  her  mind  to  pittie  this  his  cafe,  ' 
And  much  tbe.rather  when  he  did  declare. 

The  wofull  eaufc  that  bred  him  all  this  care. 

i6 

She  hauing  leaind  of  Surgeric  the  art. 

An  art  ^ir.ong  the  Indians  in  great  prife. 

Which  fathers  to  their  children  do  impart, 

Whofe  knowledge  in  tradition  chiefly  lies. 

Which  without  books  the  children  Icarne  by  hart, 

1 fay  ^n?e//c4  doth  then  dcuife. 

By  skill  (lie  had  in  iuyfe  of  herbs  and  flowres. 

For  to  renew  Mtdoros  liucly  pbw  res. 

17 

And  calling  to  her  minde  flic  late  hadfecnc. 

An  herbe  whofe  vertue  was  to  ftanch  the  blood. 
As  Dictamie,orfome  fuch  herbe  Iwecnc, 

That  for  llich  purpofe  holfome  was  and  good. 
Straightway  fhefeekes  this  herbe  vpon  the  green 
With  all  the  haft  and  dilligcncefhe  cotid. 

And  finding  it  (lie  takes  thcreofa  bratinch, 

Whofe  vertue  was  the  courfe  of  blood  todlaunch. 

18 

Then  comming  backe  againe  (he  met  by  hap,  ' 

A filly  (hepheard  fcckmgof  his  cow. 

That  brake  out  of  his  ground  at  fome  fmall  gap, 
Andnowwasftraid  he  knew  not  where  nor  how: 
She  prayeshim  take  the  herbes  were  in  her  lap, 
(A  feruitor  more  fittofciue  a fow) 

And  beare  hcrcompanievnto  the  place. 

Where  poore  Medoro  lay  in  daungerous cafe. 

I? 

Then  from  their  hoife  (lie  and  the  (hcpheardlighr. 
And  ftraight  between  two  tyls  thofe  herbs  (lie  brti- 
And  took  y iuyfe  between  her  fingers  bright,  (fed 
And  fo  into  the  wound  the  fame  infufed , 

Whofe  vertue  great  rctiiu’d  Mer/oroi  (pright, 
Findinghimfelfc  fo  well  and  kindly  vied. 

That  doubt  it  was  which  moft  his  wound  did  faluc 
The  precious  Surgeon  or  the  precious  falue. 

20 

And  now  he  had  recouerd  fo  much  force , 

As  what  with  hcrs,and  with  the  fliepheards  aid. 
He  clamerd  vp  vpon  the  fhepheards  horfe, 
Howbeit  in  the  place  fb  long  he  ftaid, 

Vntill  he  faw  his  loued  mafters  corfe. 

Into  a graue  with  Cloridaiioihid-, 

And  then,and  not  before,he  did  agree. 

To  do  as  he  by  her  (liouid  pointed  be. 

21 

From  thence  vnto  the  fhepheards  houfe  flie  went, 
And  made  her  Patient  eke  with  her  to  go. 

And  there  to  bide  with  him  (lie  was  content. 

Till  he  were  clearely  ridof  all  his  wo,. 

But  in  this  while  fhe  felt  her  heart  relent, 
Withfundric  quames,thac  wonted  not  be  fo. 

And  when  his  con’ely  perfonage  (he  faw, 
Afccrctheatfhcfel^hcr  hcatt  to  gnaw. 

.f  N iij 


TJflf  art  at  pr 
V.Sidnry  nettth 
m Ut  Jai  casta, 
tvas  in  great  ejii 
ntstton  in  tuue 
pafi. 


OfDUunty  Vit~ 
gitjpeal^es.  8, 
.Atneaii. 
Thttanilim  gtm 
oetnx  fretea 
car  pit  ab  fd*. 
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Ouid.i,  Met. 
htimihi  quod 
nullu  amor  e(l, 
nudkabilu  her- 
tu. 


Quid.  iuTedf/u 
Lfiftle. 

E/l  a liquid  pri- 
mupomarttcar- 
fereramit^^te- 
nmpnmam,  de- 
Itgert  vngHtro. 
fun. 


Virg.q.AEn. 


There  is  no  plea- 


11 

For  while  fheheald  his  wound,  another  dare 

Wounded  her  thoughts, and  hy  c conceits  fo  deep 
As  now  therewith  was  rauiflit  her  poore  hart, 
Pofleffing  it  whether  {he  wake  or  fleepe: 

Her  wound  to  healc,  there  was  noherbe  nor  art, 
Formore  & more  like  flame  the  fame  doth  creep. 
Yet  her  chiefe  care  is  him  tohelpc  and  cure. 
That  all  this  torment  doth  to  her  procure. 

Thus  while  Medoro  better  growes  afid  better, 

She  fecles  herfelfe  tormented  more  and  more. 
And  he  that  forhis  life  to  her  was  debter. 

Is  he  alone  that  plagueth  her  fo  (ore ; 

Wherefore,  though  modeflie  a while  did  let  her, 
Yecnow  perforce  no  further  (he  forbore, 

But  plaincly  to  Medoro  told  her  griefe. 

And  at  his  hands  as  plainly  asktreliefe. 

24 

O flout  Orlando,  6 valient  Sacripant, 

O fierce  ForrtWjohunderds  morebefide. 

Where  are  thofc  valient  afts,of  which  you  vaunt? 
Where  is  your  pompc,your  glory  and  your  pride? 
One  jioore  Medore^z'd  your  defires  doth  daunt. 
One  poore  Afedore doth  allyoiirpowre  deride. 
And  flie  whom  all  of  you  haue  wood  in  vaine, 
ToviooMedoro  dothnotnow  difdaine. 

She  fufFers  poore  Medoro  take  the  flowre. 

Which  many  fougbt,but  none  had  yet  obtained. 
That  fragrant  rcfe,that  to  that  prefent  houre, 
Vngatherd  was, behold  Medoro  gained: 

And  ouer  her  to  giiie  him  perfire  powre. 

With  facred  rytes  a marriage  was  ordained. 

And  with  the  vaile  of  this  fo  facred  order. 

She  couers  tliis  her  folly  and  diforder. 

26 

After  the  (blemne  marriage  was  done. 

Of  which  god  Cupid  askt  the  banes(I  crow) 

She  going  forward  as  (he  hath  begun, 

Concinewd  there  with  him  a month  and  moe. 

From  riling  to  the  fetting  of  tlie  funne, 

With  him  Ihe  doth  fit,talkc,Iye,fland  and  goe: 
Forgetting  fo  all  maidenly  fobriecie. 

That  (he  of  him  could  neucr  haue  facietie. 

17 

If  in  the  houfe  (he  flaid,  then  would  fne  craue, 

Medoro  in  the  houfe  with  her  to  flay, 

Ifin  the  field  (he  walkc,  then  muft  Ihe  haue 
Medoro  lead,or  guide  her  in  the  way: 

And  by  a riuer  in  a (hadie  cauc. 

They  oft  did  vfe  to  (pend  the  heate  of  day : 

Like  to  a cauc  where  (fliunning  ftormie  wether) 
The  Troian  duke  and  Dido  met  together. 

28 


19 

Now  when  (he  thought  in  this  well  pleafingplacc. 

She  had  alreadie  made  fufficient  flay, 

And,for  (he  long’d  to  do  Medore  that  grace. 

To  giue  to  him  her  kingdome  of  Catay, 

From  whence  (he  had  bene  abfent  lo  long  (pace. 

From  this  poore  houfe  (he  meanes  to  go  away; 

Yet  minds  ihe  er  (he  go,  her  hott  to  plc.afe. 

With  whom  (he  (bund  fuch  pleafure  & fuch  cafe. 

3° 

Mngelkahid  fince  (he  was  a gerle, 

Wornc  on  her  arme  (as  for  Orlandos  fake) 

A bracelet  rich,  of  precious  (lone  and  pcrle. 

Which  as  a token  (he  of  him  did  take. 

And  though  (he  had  it  of  this  worthy  Eric 
Y et  did  (he  thereof  chiefeft  reckning  make. 

Not  that  the  giuer  (lie  did  much  efteeme. 

But  for  the  gift  was  rich,  and  fo  did  feeme, 

31 

By  her  this  bracelet  many  yearcs  was  wornc. 

Not  onely  in  her  time  of  p eacc  and  ioy. 

But  eu’n  when  (he  remamed  mod  forlorne, 

Subieft  to  eu’ric  daunger  and  annoy. 

Namely,  when  nakt  as  cucr  (he  was  borne. 

The  came,  in  hope  her  to  cnioy: 

This  bracclet(wanting  (lore  of  coigne  & pence) 

She  giucs  her  hoft  as  for  a recompencc. 

31 

Next  day  betime  (he  getceth  on  her  way. 

Making  Medoro  (ble  her  Lord  and  guid. 

He  kept  her  companieboth  night  and  day. 

And  none  but  he  with  her  doth  go  and  ride. 

Their  meaning  is  at  Berfelon  to  flay, 

A port  in  Spaine  vntil!  they  may  prouide, 

A veiTcU  that  with  helpe  of  Ore  and  winde. 

May  them  tranlport  from  Spanifli  feas  to  Inde. 

33  , 

But  er  they  were  arriued  at  this  port. 

They  met  a mad  man  of  his  wit  beflraught, 

Befmcard  with  dyrt  and  myre  in  filthy  (ore. 

His  outward  fence  expeld  with  inward  thought: 

This  mad  man  made  them  but  ilfauord  fport. 

And  had  made  worfe,  had  he  them  rightly  caught  opthle  you  shall 


Marfft. 

Grsffino. 

.AqutUnt. 


fure  tn  pleafure  Amid  thcle  ioyes  (as  great  as  ioyes  might  be) 


itfelfifonemay 
not  vtier  u , (as 
Tuliy  faith)  If  a 
man  went  vp  to 
heaue'/Syfy  were 
bound  to  fay  no- 
thing of  tt  at  Ins 
roaurnjie  would 
be  forte  font. 


Their  manner  was  on  cu’rievvall  within. 
Without  on  cu’rie  (lone  or  (liadie  tree. 

To  grauetheir  names  with  bodkin,knife  orpin, 
Mngeli:a  and  Medore, you  plaine  might  fee, 
(Sogi  eat  a glorie  had  they  both  therein) 
Angelica  and  Medore  in  eu’rie  place. 

With  fundric  knots  and  vvreadis  they  cntcrlacc. 


But  as  it  was  he  put  them  in  great  daunger,  findeniortmthe 

Flying  atthera  asdoggesdoataflraungcr. 

34 

But  how  (he  (caped  and  away  did  get. 

With  hernewloue  hereafter  1 declare. 

For  why  Marfifa  I may  not  forget. 

And  tbofe  with  her  that  in  the  temped  are, 

Griffin  2X\d-^qv.ilant,  and  Sanfonet, 

With  th’Engli(h  duke  that  hath,  the  home  fo  rare, 

Which  fiu  el  left  in  daunger  and^Seafe, 

Terribly  toft  in  die  tempeftuous  feas. 

3? 

Now  while  the  winde  continewd  blowing  hard. 

And  of  his  rage  did  fmall  or  nothing  bate. 

The  mailer  fets  his  compaife  and  his  card. 

And  calls  to  counfellfirftthemafters  mate. 

And  then  the  marriners  of  bed  regard, 

Confulting  of  the  weather  and  their  (late. 

And  curie  one  doth  tell  his  guefle  and  thought, 

Ncare  to  what  cod  the  tempefthad  them  brought 

Some 
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Somcfay  Lymiflo,  Tripoly  fome  fay. 

Some  name  Sacila,  full  of  roclcs  and  fands, 
Swcarine  that  all  of  them  were  caft  away, 
Eecept  they  heepe  aloofe  from  of  thofe  lands-, 
This  caufeth  fome  to  curfe,and  fome  topray> 
Lifting  to  heau’n  their  wofull  hearts  and  hands. 
Their  ftuffc  nor  marchandifc  none  care  to  faue, 
Buthurle  the  fame  into  the  grcedie  waue. 
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W ell  might  they  boft  of  iron  heart  and  breft. 

That  could  at  filch  a time  be  voy  d offcare. 

The  flout  Marfifa  at  that  time  confeft. 

She  wifht  with  all  her  heart  not  to  be  theare. 

So  fore  thefwellingfeas  did  them  moleft. 

As  though  It  would  the  fhip  in  peeces  tearc. 

Nor  was  there  anie  figne  the  wynd  would  ceafe. 
And  that  the  fea  would  graunt  tliem  anie  peace. 

3? 

Tbii  wm  wtnt  It  makes  a vow  to  vifit  holy  toome, 

beihemtnntrut  » i i ■ 

ftttt  dMxtm.  Another  to  Galicia  vowes  to  go, 

Vnto  Saint  I amts-,  others  vnto  Roome, 

Or  other  hallowd  places  that  they  know. 

The  mariners  fearc  nought  but  want  of  roome. 
Sea  roome  they  wifh,  then  care  they  for  no  moe. 
At  fou  re  day  es  end  it  cleard  and  waxed  faire, 
W«re  it  the  fcafon,  or  their  earneftprairc. 


7 ht  country  if 
tht 

and  a mtd  law 
tf tbetrs. 
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And  as  the  weather  grew  more  clearc  and  clearc. 
They  did  difrouerplaine  a goodly  cofr. 

And  to  the  port  as  they  drew  neare  and  nearc. 
Borne  by  the  tide,  their  fades  and  tackle  loll. 
Behold  a goodly  citie  did  appear e. 

With  towrs  and  ftately  buildings  of  great  coft. 

Of  which  when  once  the  maftcr  was  aware. 

It  bred  in  him  nolitle  feare  and  care. 
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To  caft  his  anker  ftraight  he  doth  prouide, 

Forvaine  it  was  to  labour  to  go  backe, 

The  vcflell  wanted  fades  to  ftem  the  tide. 

The  tempeft  had  put  all  thing  fo  to  wracke. 

And  yet  he  feared  on  the  other  fide. 

They  of  the  towne  would  furc  be  on  his  iacke; 

In  fine  fo  full  his  mynd  was  of  conftifion. 

He  knew  not  wherupon  to  make  conclufion. 

Now  while  he  flood  confiifed  in  this  fort. 

The  Englifh  Duke  demaunds  what  ciufc  of  doubt 
Made  him  rcfiifc  fo  faire  and  fafe  a port, 

And  ftriue  againft  theftreame  to  keepe  ftillout? 
Sir  (quoth  the  Maftcr)briefly  to  report 
Toyou  thccaufe,know  thisjthat hereabout. 

And  namely  in  that  citie  dwells  a nation. 

That  vfe  a barbarous  and  cruell  fafliion. 
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They  call  them  Amazons  that  here  do  dwell. 

Here  women  guidc,and  rale  and  goueineall. 
The  men  from  gouermen  t they  do  expellj 
Some  they  do  kill , the  reftkeepe  bond  and  thrall. 
He  foie  fhal!  fcape  that  runs  at  tilt  fo  well. 

As  fit  ft  to  make  ten  men  of  theirs  to  fall. 

And  next  in  veneiic  and  flefir  delight. 

Can  latiffie  ten  women  in  one  night. 
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And  if  a man  performe  the  firft  of  theafe. 

And  hauc  fuchha^  to  ouenhrow  the  men. 

And  yet  at  night  his  force  dofaile  topleafe. 

In  afr  of  generation  damf :1s  ten. 

He  muft  be  killd  or  drowned  in  the  feas, 

Orkept  a prifner  in  fome  caue  or  denj 

But  they  that  both  pcrforme,(halI  hauc  their  liucs 

And  thofe  ten  damfclls  cuerfor  their  wiucs. 

When  as  the  Pilot  out  his  tale  had  told. 

Ofwomen  that  delight  in  fpoHe  and  murder. 

The  Englifh  Duke  could  hard  his  laughter  hold. 
To  heare  offo  fantafticall  an  order. 

And  all  the  fiue  affirmed  ftraight  they  wold. 

Land  at  this  pbcc,  and  go  by  fea  no  furdcrj 
Each  place  to  them  was  fafe  and  out  of  fearc. 
Where  they  might  haue  the  vfe  of  fword  & Ipearc. 
4y  ; . 

But  all  the  fhipmeh  carry’d  other  mynds. 

As  nien  that  were  better  to  ftormes  inured. 

And  would  hauc  thought  their  hues  in  waucs  and 
More  the  in  conflifts  & in  fights  aflured:  (winds 
But  whether  rcafon  leads,  or  caufes  bynds. 

Or  that  the  better  part  the  fame  procured. 

The  fhip  with  broken  maft,  and  tackle  tome. 

By  force  of  tide  into  the  hau'n  Was  borne. 

No  fooncr  was  the  veffell  in  the  port. 

But  ftraight  a galley  readie  for  fuch  need, 

Stord  with  artiUerie  of  eu’ricfort. 

And  one  that  could  both  roe  and  failc  with  Ipced, 
Boorded  them,  and  (to  make  the  matter  fhort) 

A woman  clad  in  graue  and  auncient  weed. 

As  old  as  Sibillyor  as  Htflors  mother. 

Spake  in  effeft  thefe  words  witlr  many  other. 
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Mafters  (quoth  fhc)or  yceld  or  looke  to  die. 

For  hope  is  none  to  fcape  away  by  flightj 
Only  if  any  of  you  mcanc  to  trie, 

Ifhc  alone  can  vanquifh  ten  in  fight. 

And  afterward  with  twife  fiue  maidens  lie. 

And  of  them  maids  make  women  m one  night. 
Then  fiich  a one  fhall  rule  among  vs  chiefe. 

And  faue  his  frends  from  punifhment  and  griefe. 
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But  if  that  any  fhall  the  faft  attempt. 

And  faile  but  in  the  firft  or  in  the  laft. 

Then  he  fhall  die  becaufe  of  his  contempt. 

And  into  prifbn  yc  fliall  all  be  caft. 

They  made  her  anlwcr  all,  they  were  content. 
Not  one  man  there  was  therwithall  agaft. 

For  in  both  kynds  the  knights  had  fb  bene  proued. 
As  with  the  daunger  they  were  nothing  moued. 

The  Englifh  Duke  with  thofe  threeyouths  ofFraucc 
Straight  for  this  enterprife  them  fclues  prepare. 
But  chiefe  the  Duke  that  doubted  no  mifchauncc 
By  veituc  ofhis  booke  and  home  moft  rare, 
Marfifa  cke(though  for  the  fecond  daunce. 

She  was  not  fit)  fb  manly  mynd  (he  bare, 

Asfhe  would  needs  her  force  and  fortune  trie. 
Swearing  her  fword  all  weapons  fhould  fupplie. 


SiktIU  Olid  He- 
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And  flraight  they  all  agreed  feme  lots  to  draw, 

And  to  conclude  on  her  the  hazard  fell, 

But  Ihe  that  quite  was  voyd  of  fcarc  and  aw, 
Promifed  to  performe  her  office  well, 

This  fword  (quoth  ffie)  fliall  abrogate  this  law. 
And  plague  them  all  that  jn  this  citie  dwell, 
l^ltxtHiUr  cot  And  to  vndo  thefe  doubts  I will  prouide, 

the  kfloti  in  pee-  Alexander  Gordiuf  knots  vntide, 

tes that  he  couli 
not  vt  tu , called 

Gtrdiuil^nott,  Ncuer  (hall  forrener  hereafter  waile. 

The  wicked  law  of  this  vngodly  landj 
^ This  faidjffic  putteth  on  her  cote  of  maile. 
Hoping  alone  againft  tenmento  (land. 

Then  came  the  ten  were  pointed  to  alTaile, 

But  he  that  was  the  formofl  of  the  band. 

As  far  as  by  appearance  might  be  gueft, 

1 Was  one  that  ffirre  furpafl'ed  all  the  ic(l. 
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Kishorfe  was  blackc  as  pitch, or  poliffit  ieat. 

Sane  in  one  fcote,  and  in  his  bi  ow  a ftarre, 

A ffiining  fpotpf white  not  vcric  great, 

, A loftie  rainc, an  eye  that  threamed  warrej 
Such  as  the  horfcjfuch  was  his  owne  conccat. 

His  (brows  did  exceed  his  ioyes  fo  farre, 

And  deadly  care  lb  drownd  his  fmall  delight, 

As  did  the  blackc  thclitle  (pot  of  white. 

This  knight  (that  euer  vauntage  did  efehew) 

Would  not  accompanie  thole  other  nine, 

But  ftandeth  ftill  on  horfcbackc  taking  vcw. 
Which  way  the  viflorie  did  moll  enclmcj 
Marfifa  rode  a horfe  of  damtie  hew, 

G iu’n  vnto  her  of  late  by  Hcrandincy 

His  coullor  pyd  and  deekt  with  many  a (pot. 

Small  head,  herce  lookcjclcane  limbd,&  Jofty  trot 

Now  when  that  giu’n  ot  battcll  was  the  lign  e. 

On  her  alone  all  nine  at  once  did  flie. 

And  (he  alone  fullaind  the  force  of  nine-, 

T he  tenth  (I  fayd)  was  quiet  Handing  by. 

As  one  that  did  againft  that  vfe  repine. 

When  more  the  one  Ihould  feeke'to  make  one  die; 
And  with  the  firft  encounter  thus  ffie  fped. 

She  layd  downc  foure  of  them  on  ground  for  ded. 

yy 

The  life  (he  iuftles,  and  by  force  vnhorfes, 

And  with  a trunch  the  lixt  (he  gaue  a bloc. 

That  to  the  ground  both  man  and  horfe  enforces, 
W ith  mazed  head  and  foltring  feer  to  goe. 

The  ftanders  by  admire  her  palTing  forces. 
Chiefly  their  wiues  that  faw  them  killed  fo; 

For  as  a chainffiot  fweeps  all  in  the  way, 

S:mile.  with  thofe  nine  Mnrfifa  then  did  play. 
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She  bathd  her  blade  in  blood  to  the  hilt. 

And  with  the  lame  their  bodies  all  ffie  mangled. 
All  that  .abode  her  blows,  their  blood  was  Ipilt, 
They  fcaped  bell  thathcre  and  thither  rangled. 
Or  thofe  whefe  horfes  ouerthrotync  at  tilt, 

Lay  w'ith  their  mailers  on  the  earth  entangled. 
Thus ofnine  enemies  remained  none. 

For  all  were  killdjor  maimd,or  oucrthrownc. 


The  knight  that  was  arrayd  in  blackc  attJrr,  ...  ' 

And  Hood  alide,  and  fiw  this  hardie  light. 

To  fliew  that  he  for  fearc  did  not  retire, 

But  to  make  knowne  his  cuitlic  ffiining  bright. 

Straight  fteppetheut,  and  lirfthc  dothdefire. 

To  fpeakc  with  her  whom  he  efteemd  a knight. 

For  he  could  not  imagine  nor  fuppofe, 

A woman  could  hauc  giu’n  fuch  manly  blocs. 

y? 

And  thus  he  faith,  me  feemes  the  ods  to  great. 

That  I cl  ygij  lhould  take  to  light  ftraiglu  way, 

Sith  both  your  horfe  andyou  arcinafweat. 

Mine  offer  is  to  refpite  you  a day. 

Till  you  may  be  rclfcllit  with  reft  and  meat. 

That  with  mine  honor  fight  with  you  I may. 

For  I ffiould  th'nkc  my  fc!fc  difgraccd  lore. 

To  vaaquiffi  one  wery’d  and  (pent  before. 
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Wery’d  and  fpent  (quoth  ffic)al.is  the  while, 

Thinkc  you  I am  lb  wery’d  and  fo  fpent  ? 

Your  courteous  offer  caufeth  me  tofmile, 

To  thinke  how  quickly  you  will  it  repenr, 

You  do  deccauc  your  felfc  and  much  beguile. 

To  thinkc  that  1 to  paiifc  would  be  content: 

I doubt  not  you  fliall  find  but  litle  caufc, 

(When you  haue  tridc)  to  ofl'er  me  to  paufc, 
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WcJlfaid  the  knight,  if you  will  trie  it  flraight. 

That  you  accept,!  cannot  well  refufe: 

For  thvvith  two  Ipears  of  mighty  ftrength  & waight  cond>at  be- 

Were  brought,  and  he  doth  bid  Marjifa  chufe: 

Nov/ was  thefunne  foure  bowers  paft  his  haight. 

When  as  thefe  two  began  their  Ipears  to  vfe, 

The  trompets  found,  they  fet  their  Ipears  in  reft. 

Either  determining  to  do  their  beft 
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The  fpears  in  fpcJls  and  fiindric  pccces  flew. 

As  jfthey  had  bene  litle  flicks  or  cane. 

Yet  of  the  blows  hurt  did  to  both  enfew. 

Their  deeds  were  welnie  brought  vnto  their  banc: 

C^itc  oucrthrownc  in  all  the  peoples  vew, 

As  though  their  legs  had  quite  fro  the  bcnctane. 

So  both  their  horfes  tumbled  on  the  ground. 

Ye  t both  them  felues  from  burr  were  fate  & found 
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An  hundred  and  anhtindrcd knights  and  more, 

Marfifa  had  fubdewd  (it  was  weil  knowne) 

Yetfuch  achaunce  (he  neuer  had  before. 

To  hail  e her  horfe  fo  ftr.aungely  oucrthrownc; 

A’fo  the  knight  that  blackc  apparel]  woie, 

Marucllcd  whence  this  great  mifliap  was  growne. 

And  not  a litle  wonderd  at  her  force. 

That  had  fo  Hourly  ouerthrownc  his  horfe. 

Forthwith  on  foot  the  combat  they  apply. 

In  which  the  tone  the  tocher  doth  not  (pare. 

And  either  thinks  to  make  the  other  dy. 

And  either  of  the  tothcr  doth  beware. 

But  all  the  while  among  the  ftanders  by, 

App  eared  great  attenciucnefle  and  care. 

For  neuer  could  they  gueffe  from  die  beginning, 

Which  of  the  two  was  in  beft  hope  of  winning. 

Now 
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Tniconciu  th*t  ggn  Mitrfifa  to  her  fclfe  to  fay, 

Happie  was  I that  he  before  ftood  ftill. 

For  had  hehoJpc  the  tother  nine  to  day, 
Doubtlcfl'e  with  me  it  could  haue  bene  but  ill, 
That  now  alone  fo  hard  doth  hold  me  play. 

As  fc'anc  I fauc  my  fclfc  with  all  my  skill. 
Thus  to  her  fclfe  the  flout  Marjifa  thought. 
And  all  the  while  couragioufly  flic  fought. 
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Tbecmttitt  *t  Contraric,to  him  felfe  the  knight  thus  feth. 


Ci 


Guidan  hud  tf 
Murjipt. 


Twas  well  for  me,  that  fhe  before  wasfpent. 

For  had  flic  bene  but  frefli  in  perfed  breth, 

I doubt  me  that  cr  this  I had  bene  flienr. 

Surely  (thought  he)  I fcant  had  fcaped  deth. 

If  flic  to  refl  her  fclfe  had  giu’n  confent. 

No  tjueftion  I gat  great  aduantage  of  her. 

In  that  ihe  did  refufe  that  I did  offer. 
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Thus  did  the  combat  long  twixt  them  endure. 

And  neither  partie  bofted  of  their  game, 

Vntill  the  nights  darkc  lhadow  and  obfeure, 
Couerd  both  cicie,wood,and  valc,and  plainc. 
And  that  that  reft  to  all  thing  doth  procure. 
Forced  them  two  to  refpit  this  their  painej 
And  firft  the  knight  thus  fayd,  what  can  wc  do  ? 
Behold  how  night  is  come  to  part  vs  two. 
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you  may  faid  he  one  night  prolong  your  life. 

And  longer  noc,fuch  is  this  curfed  law, 

, Againft  my  will  (God  knows  ) I hold  this  ftrife. 
And  now  I fcare  and  haue  no  litle  aw. 

Left  cu’rie  one  that  was  to  them  a wife, 
Whomkteyou  kild,will  from  your  bedsyou  draw 
For  cu’rie  one.of  thofe  vnhappie  men. 

Whom  erftyou  flue  was  husband  vnto  ten. 


So  that  for  thofe  fame  nine  that  you  haue  flaine. 
Nine  times  ten  women  feekereuengc  to  take; 
Whcrforel  wifli  that  you  and  all  your  trainc. 
Within  my  roofe  thisniglit  abode  do  make, 
Forfoperhap  from  wrong  they  will  abftaine. 

If  not  for  right,  at  leaft  for  reu  crence  fake. 

He  cake  your  offer  fir,  Marfifa  faith. 

So  tliat  hereof  to  me  you  giuc  your  faith. 
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That  as  in  fight  you  fhewyour  value  great. 

As  I haue  proued  in  tins  prefent  place. 

So  I may  find  your  words  without  deceat. 

Left  falfhood  Ihould  your  noble  deeds  deface: 

I will  accept  your  lodging  and  your  meat. 

And  wiUpcrfwade  my  fellows  in  like  cafe; 

But  rather  then  for  feare  you  fliould  it  thinke, 
Lets  fight  it  out  by  light  of  torch  and  linke. 
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And  thus  in  fine  they  all  of  them  agreed. 

That  vnto  him  that  night  they  would  be  gueft. 
Straight  to  a fumptuous  pallace  they  proceed. 
Brought  by  torch  light  to  chambers  richly  dreft,’ 
But  when  that  each  put  of  their  warlike  weed, 
Each  of  them  was  with  wonder  great  polTeft : 
She,  that  the  knight  did  by  his  face  appeare. 

To  be  a boy  of  age  but  eightecne  y eare. 
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And  he,  when  by  her  haire  her  fexc  he  knew, 

■ Wonderdtofeeawoman  offuchmight. 
Namely  that  in  his  fight  nine  tall  men  flew. 

And  after  had  widi  him  prolongd  the  fight; 

And  cither  plcafcd  with  the  others  vew, 

Behold  thconc  the  other  with  delight,  ' 
Then  each  defirde  the  others  name  to  learnc. 
As  in  th’enfuing  bookc  you  ftialldifcearnc.' 
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I n thefirfi flajfe  ofthU  Canto  ^ is  an  excellent  moraU  of  the  Proof e offends,  vrhich  ny  father  many  years  fince  did  tranflate,  MuraU,' 
edmofi  word  for  word  as  I hone fit  it  downe , applying  it  to  his  mafler,  the  morthieLord^dmirall  Seymor:  an^  becaufi  the 
yerfi  was  my  fathers,  I count  I may  without  yfurpationclaime  it,  by  inlseritance.He  appliedit  to  that  noble  peete(yery  aptly'^ 
diutrfe  wayes  : both  for  his  life,  and  for  his  death,  but Jpecially  ( which  I count  worth  the  noting  ) for  hisferuarfi^  who  loued 
him  fo  dearely,  that  euen  in  remembrance  of  his  honorable  klndnejfe  , they  loued  one  another  exceedingly : and  my  father  1 re- 
member,but  a weekf  before  he  died,  which  was  in  they  eare  I ^il.wrate  with  his  owne  hand  the  names  ofthofewere  then  lining 
tfthe  old^dmiraltie  (/" the  called  Aem  that  had  bene  my  Lords  mert)  and  there  were  then  xxxif.oftbem  liuing,ofwhich  ma- 
ny were  hpights  and  men  of  more  reueneW  then  himfilfe  , and  fome  Were  hut  meane  men,  as  armorers,  artfeers , keepers,  and 
farmers-^  andyet  the  memorte  of  his fir  nice  , was  fuel)  a band  among  them  all  ofkfidneffi,  as  the  befi  of  them  difdaintd  nof  tloe 
foorefl,  and  the  meaner  had  recourfi  to  thegreateJl,for  their  countenartet  and  ayd  in  their  honejl  caufes  , and  many  of  them  art 
euen  now  Huing,  and  yet  it  wants  I itle  offortie  yeares  fince  that  noble  man  was  put  to  death. H tspidure  my  father gaue  after  to 
tl>e  Queenes  M aiefiie  that  now  is,  with  a pretie  yerfi  written  on  it,  and  it  now  hangs  in  thegallerie  at  Somerfit  houf t. 

That  therewere  ^maiXons,  1 thinke  no  man  doubteth  thathathreadofAlcxundcvsconquefis,  Hiftorie. 

Angelicas  wedi;/(»»o/Medprc  I gather  this  ./tUcgorie  , Angelica  is  takfn for  honor,  which  brauemenhunt  after,  Allegoric. 
hy  blood,  and  batteVs,  and  many  bardie  feats,  andmiffi  it : but  a goccl f eruant  with  faith  and gratefulneffi  tehis  Lord  gets  it. 

Gloridan  and  Medore  allude  f 0 Eurialus  and  N ifus  in  Virgils  iEncads.  AHufion 

The  end  of the  notes  of  the  xbc.  booke. 
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THE  ARGVMENT. 

C]nidon  and  all  his  rvorthie  guefis  agree, 

T 0 breakefrom  th' ylrnazons  the  mororv  morne: 
Afiolfo  doubting  lefi  it  mould  not  be, 

Driues  them  away  and /caret  them  with  hie  home. 
Zerbino  laughs  Gabrina  gay  to  fee, 

Adar/ija  fiemes  to  taken  in  great  fcorne, 
Andgainjl  his  will  commits  her  to  his  guiding. 

By  whom  he  hears  of  Ifabella  tiding. 


' Aruclous  deeds  by  diuers 
dames  were  doftne, 

I In  times  of  old,  as  well  by 
fwordaspen, 

' So  as  their  glorie  fliined 
like  thefunne, 

' And  famous  was  both  far 
and  n^are  as  then, 

I The  fame  Har^alUe  in 

battcIJwonnej 

C*miLltts  worth  is  eke  wtllknowne  to  men, 
for/h»/t#prai(e,and^4/’/w  are  dilcerned, 
Abouethe  reftjbccaiife  they  both  were  lerned. 
z 

what  art  (b  deepe  > what  fcience  is  fo  hie, 

Vnto  the  which  women  haue  not  attained? 

Who  hllm  ftorics  old  tolooke,  may  trie. 

And  find  my  fpeech  herein  not  falfe  nor  fained. 
And  though  oflate  they  Iceme  not  tocome  nie. 
The  praife  their  fexc  in  former  times  haue  gained 
Doubtleflc  thefault  is  either  in  backbiters. 

Or  want  of  skill  and  iudgement  in  the  writers. 

3 

For  furc  I fee  in  this  ourprefent  age, 

Vertues  fo  great  in  their  fweet  fexe  to  grow. 

The  young  lb  fbber,  and  the  reft  fo  lage. 

And  all  fo  chaft,  as  writers  fliall  ( I know) 

Haue  worke  enough  to  fill  full  many  a page. 

With  their  great  praife  that  from  their  worth  will 
Winning^'  fame  their  aunceftors  did  leefe,  (flow. 
ViSingMirfifinot  in  few  degrees. 

4 

But  now  to  turne  my  fpeech  to  her  againe, 

I fay  that  when  the  knight  did  askc  her  name. 


She  madehim  anrvver,anddidnot  difdainc. 

To  tellboth  what  ftie  was,  and  whence  ftie  came. 
Yet  (ashcrfafliion  wa^  both  briefe  and  plaincj 
She  faith  thus  to  the  knight;  I called  am 
Matfifa : and  Ihe  need  to  fay  no  more. 

For  all  the  world  had  heard  the  reft  before. 

f 

The  tother,  when  his  turne  tofpeake  came  in, 
Making  a long  and  farther  circumftaunce. 

In  fuch  like  maner  doth  his  tale  begin, 
(Fetching  a figh)  you  all  haue  heard  perch aunce. 
Both  of  my  fathers  houfe  and  of  my  kin. 

Famous  in  Italic,  in  Spaine  and  Fraunce. 

For  furc  I am,  the  houfe  ofClarimount, 

In  all  the  world  is  knowne  and  of  account. 
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He  that  Cbarello  and  Mamhrlno  flew, 

Anddid  their  kingdoms  mine  anddcface. 

Out  of one  ftocke  with  me  together  grew. 
Although  we  were  not  all  borne  in  one  place. 

For  why  at  Ifter  flood  (to  tell  you  trew) 

‘ My  father  me  begat,  and  in  that  cafe. 

My  mother  great  with  child  he  left  behind. 

And  went  to  France  by  helpc  of  failc  and  wind. 

7 

Thus  feu’nteenc  years  I lin’d  like  one  exild, 

Vntill  I able  was  to  breakc  a launce. 

And  for  that  place  me  feemd  to  bafe  and  vild, 

I meant  to  feeke  my  frends  and  kin  in  Fraunce: 
They  name  me  G«idc»fauagc  of  a child. 

As  yeti  could  not  much  my  name  aduaunce. 

For  hither  by  a tempeft  I was  borne, 
Asyouwerenow,vvidrlhip  and  tackle  tome. 


Hertbeginneth 
the  tale  tf  the 
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Here  firft  ^rgiUon  with  nine  men  I killed, 

A leau’n  months  fince,and  that  fame  day  at  night, 
The  office  of  an  husband  I fulfilled, 

Vnto  ten  Amazons  in  flefli  delight; 

This  done,  to  take  my  choife  then  was  I willed, 

Of  anie  ten  that  pleafcd  bell  my  figlit, 

• ' And  thefe  remaine  my  wiues,and  mull  vntill. 

One  come  that  me  with  other  nine  can  kill. 
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Vnto  the  knights  this  feemd  a maru’lous  llorie. 

And  much  they  wonderd  at  this  gouerment, 
Marueling  that  fo  great  a territoric. 

For  want  of  men  was  not  confiimd  and  (pent: 

Alfo  they  thought  the  women  would  be  forie. 

For  want  of  men,  to  line  fo  continent; 

Twas  ftraungc  one  man  fufficed  ten  of  thcalc, 

Sith  one  with  vs  can  fcant  one  woman  pleafe. 

lO 

And  llraight  they  were  inquifitiue  to  know. 

When  firft  this  foolilh  order  there  began. 

And  vpon  what  occafion  it  did  grow. 

That  women  in  that  countrie  ruled  man? 

I hen  Guidon  anfwerd  thus,  I (hall  you  fliow 
The  whole  difcourle  as  briefly  as  I can. 

According  as  my  fclfc  liaue  heard  the  fame, 
Since(by  milhap)  into  this  realmcl  came. 

II 

When  as  the  Greeks  had  quite  defaced  Troy, 

And  after  twife  tenyears  returned  home, 

(For  ten  whole  years  in  daunger  and  annoy, 
Offiirging  Teas  they  vp  and  downe  did  romc) 

They  found  their  wiucs  that  had  but  litle  ioy. 
During  fo  long  a time,  to  lye  alone. 

Each  one  aluftieloucr  tohaue  chofen. 

Left  with  the  cold  they  might  be  ftaru’d  & frozen, 
iz 

Their  houfes  full  of  baftard  brats  they  fee. 

In  fine,  they  meanc  after  long  confultation. 

To  pardon  all  rheir  wiues  and  fet  them  free. 

But  for  tliefe  boyes  after  much  altercation, 
Todriue  theiii  out  ofdoores  they  do  agree. 

And  make  them  (eeke  a forraine  habitation; 

It  was  contrarie  much  to  their  defiers. 

That  others  brats  Ihouldwarmcthe  at  their  fiers. 

Thus  lome  thrown  out,(ome  clofe  their  mothers  keep 
In  corners,  from  their  angrie  husbands  fight. 

And  vdien  as  elder  years  on  them  do  creepe. 

Each  one  betakes  him  to  his  moft  delight; 

Some  plow,fomc  get  the  beards  of  goats  & (heep. 
Some  (ciences,  and  fome  do  Icarnc  to  fight. 

Thus  eu’riconebetookehim  to  fome  trade. 

As  he  aflignes  that  all  the  w'orld  hath  made. 

14 

- , . , „ Among  the  reft  that  art  ofwarenfue, 

LeihcintheHi-  ^ ■’ 

/Urie  Q/ibu  Vhdanto  Tonne  of  Clytemntjtra  C^eenc, 

bothy.  But  eighteene  years  of  agCjand  frefli  of  hue. 

And  in  the  floure  of  youths  well  pleafing  greene. 
This  one  to  him  an  hundred  gallants  drue. 

And  getting  (hips  and  things  that  needfuli  beene. 
With  writs  of  Mart  ( a thing  that  breeds  muchfo- 
He  gets  him  to  the  fea,in  mynd  to  borow.  (row. 


15 

Now  while  Tbalatuo  with  his  curfed  fleet, 

T an’d  at  fea  with  that  more  curfed  trainc; 

It  fortund  at  that  time  that  they  of  Greet, 

Had  Idumeo  driu’n  oil  t of  his  raigne, 

Wherfore  for  better  ftregth  they  thought  it  meet, 
Thalanto  and  his  men  to  entertainc. 

They  giuc  to  him  great  hire,  and  great  reward. 

The  citic  of  Ditea  for  to  guard. 

16 

Ditea  was  a towne  of  great  eftate, 

Rich  and  frequented  withnofmallreforr, 

Yeelding  in  plentie  large, betimes  and  late, 
Offundriekindsofpleafures  and  of  (port; 

And  as  they  all  men  vfil,  (b  m like  rate. 

They  vfd  thefe  fouldiers  in  fo  frendly  fort. 

As  tliough  they  had  agreed  by  found  accords. 

To  make  them  all  their  mafters  and  their  Lords. 

17 

But  chiefe  they  found  w ith  women  fo  great  grace, 

As  they  wan  moft  of  them  vnto  their  lure; 

But  when  die  wanes  were  ended  in  (hort  (Jjace, 

And  that  their  pay  no  longer  did  endure, 

They  all  prepard  to  leaue  this  pleafantplace. 

Which  to  the  damfels  did  great  griefc  procure; 

To  leefe  their  husbands,  brother  or  their  father. 

Then  thefe  new  louers  eu’rie  one  had  rather. 

18 

And  when  they  fa w they  could  not  make  them  ftay. 

By  no  deuife  of  theirs,  nor  no  requeft. 

They  do  agree  with  diem  to  ftcale  away. 

Taking  fuch  things  as  were  of  value  bed; 

Thus  came  thefe  damfels  loden  with  their  pray. 

And  thence  to  fea,  and  were  now  gone  at  left 
An  hundred  leagues,wich  thefe  new  lawlcs  loners. 

Before  Ditea  this  their  flight  difeouers. 

The  wynd  fo  good  then  for  their  purpofe  blew, 

Thalanso  quickly  landed  in  diis  coft. 

And  here  the  amorous  and  wanton  crew, 

Vnto  their  lou  cs  of  this  their  lewdnefle  boft; 

But  now  that  faying  was  confirmed  trew. 

That  pleafing  things  do  often  cloy  the  moft: 

And  there  can  be  a greater  clog  to  no  man. 

Then  to  be  wearie  of  a wanton  woman.  Senum, 

zo 

Wherfore  like  men  that  were,  and  had  bene  eucr, 

Grcedie  of  gaine,  and  (paring  of  exp  ence: 

They  fecretly  confultmg,  do  endeuer. 

To  take  the  goods, and  then  to  fteale  from  thence. 

Thus  while  the  women  ftill  in  loue  perfeuer, 

They  that  regard  notpleafure  more  then  pence. 

Lode  with  their  wealth , of  which  there  v/as  good 
Stale  to  the  fea, 8c  left  them  on  the  (hore.  ((lore, 
zi 

Sore  were  the  damfels  daunted  and  difmayd. 

When  once  they  faw  their  lou  es  had  the  forfaken. 

For  what  more  (pite  can  be,  then  be  betrayd  Stnttncu 

Of  him  to  whom  one  hath  herfelfe  betaken? 

And  fith  they  find  that  weepin  g doth  not  ayd. 

They  mcane  betime  fome  order  (hall  be  taken, 

What  they  (hall  do,  and  how  hereafter  line. 

And  eu’ricone  doth  ftraighthcr  verditgiue. 

One 
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One  toturnchoire  againc  doth  thinke  itbcft. 

And  to  their  kin  and  Trends  them  to  lubmit. 

And  withrepcntaunccpaidonto  requeft. 

And  vow  the  hkc  fault  neiier  to  commiq 
An  other, that  good  motion  doth  deteft. 

Swearing  it  ftiowd  the  moucr  had  no  wic 
And  that  with  greater  honcftic  or  cafe, 

They  might  go  Jrowne  them  headlong  in  the  Teas, 

. ^3 

Among  the  reft  one  Orontea  hight. 

That  lyneally  of  Mynos  was  difcended, 

Andpaft  the  reft  mbeawtic  and  goodlprite, 
Andhad  lefl'e  grcuoufly  then  they  offended. 

For  to  Thalaitto  Ore  her  troth  didplight. 

And  to  haue  been  his  honeft  ipoufe  entended: 
This  one  dcclarcth  thus  her  refolution. 

And  makes  the  reft  put  it  in  execution  . 

Z4 

She  wifties  them, to  tary  in  this  land. 

That  had  both  fruitfull  eartli  and  pleafant  ayre. 
And  fountaines  fweet,and  woods  on  eu’ry  hand, 
And  medowes  greene,  and  paftures  frcih  & fayre: 
Befide  large  haues,where  ftiips  at  eafe  might  ftad, 
Towhich  the  marchanrs  often  made  repayre. 

By  tempeftdriuen,weIlloden  with  good  traffickc. 
Of  things  that  come,from  Egipt  & horn  Affiricke. 

Wherefore  this  place  (he  minds  not  toforfakcj 
Butthat  they  may  as  chiefly  they  defli  e, 

A ftiarpc  rcuenge,on  men  for  euer  take. 

They  vow  to  put  to  facke,to  fword  and  fire. 

Such  (hips  as  to  their  hauen  repaire  do  make. 
And  kill  the  men,and  this  they  all  confpire: 

And  ftill  when  any  comc,this  trade  they  vfe. 

Nor  left  a man  aliuc  to  cary  news. 

^6 

But  when  this  ciniell  law  fomc  yeareshadlafted. 
Which  they  had  ment  to  haue  confirmd  for  ay. 
They  finde  that  they  fofaft  confumd  and  wafted. 
That  this  their  barren  kingdoms  would  decay. 
Except  to  finde  fome  remedie  they  hailed. 

And  hauing  long  confulced  on  the  way. 

They  meane  of  this  their  law  to  bate  fome  rigor. 
Leaning  the  fubftance  ftill  in ftrength  & vigor. 

And  thus  they  doithey  chufe  among  fuch  men. 

As  tempefts  driuc  to  this  their  Wicked  nation. 
Some  few  that  were  fo  luftie  a^ with  ten. 

They  could  performe  the  aft  of  generation. 

All  in  one  niglit;  the  reft  into  a den. 

They  caft,3nd  kill  them  in  moft  cruell  fafhion. 
Building  vnto  reuenge  a follom  alter, 

Ouerthc  which  they  make  them  ftretch  a halter. 
zZ 

Such  men  as  line  arc  to  this  order  fworne, 
Tokillallllichas  hether  (hall  repaire. 

And  all  men  children  that  to  them  are  borne. 
They  felljOrchaungcas  in  aiiopen  faire. 

So  when  fome  dy«  with  age  andweakenes  worncj 
Then  other  women  do  the  want  repayre. 

Their  powrc  ^d  number  thus  doth  ftill  cncreafc. 
Their  wealth  & pompe  augm«cd,wuh  log  peace. 


But  after  many  yeares  it  thus  befell, 

Elbjmoyonc  oiHtrcles  noble  race, 

A comly  tall  ftrong  man,and  fauord  well. 

And  in  his  fpcech  and  manners  palTing  grace, 
Arriued  where  thefe  homicids  do  dwell. 

And  er  he  knew  the  fa(hion  of  the  place. 

The  cruell  fergeants  tooke  him  as  they  food  him. 
And  like  a fellon^iand  & foote  they  bound  him. 

30 

Itfortiind  as  they  carryd  him  to  (laughter. 

Among  the  reft  that  did  the  fame  behold. 

Was  ^illeJfandra,Oronteits  daughter, 

A fine  young  girle,  about  twiie  eight  yeare  old, 
Elbanie  humbly  as  he  went  befought  her, 

To  be  a meane  this  foulc  death  to  withold. 

That  like  a man  he  might  be  killd  at  lead. 

And  not  be  drawne  to  (laughter  like  abealL 

To  beg  my  life  (quoth  he)  it  were  avanitic, 

(Which  in  your  fcruice  I would  gladly  fpend) 
Where  humane  hearts  be  voyd  ofallhumanitic, 
Only  the  fate  that  I to  make  intend, 

(Which  to  denie  were  to  to  much  immanitic) 

Is  this,  that  thus  my  Lfel  may  not  end. 

But  with  my  fword  in  hand,  to  fight  with  men. 
With  feau’n  at  once,  or  cight,or  nine  or  ten,  i 

This  he  to  her:  tlius  (he  to  liim  replies. 

Though  to  mankind  we  all  profefle  hoftilitie, 
y et  thinke  not  (this  (hC  fpake  with  watne  eyes} 
That  all  our  harts  are  voyd  of  all  gcntilitic. 
What  Vrogne  or  M<dea  could  delpife. 

Your  palTing  beautie,  courage  and  nobilitie? 
And  were  my  fellows  all  fo  ill  cnclind. 

Yet  I my  lelfe  would beare  abetter  mind. 

And  though  the  rigor  of  our  law  be  (uch. 

That  no  man  can  obcainc  a pardon  free. 

And  eu’n  this  fmallyou  askc,  to  graunt  is  touch. 
If  our  law  ftriftly  (hould  obferued  bee, 

Yetfuch  remorfe  I feele  my  heart  doth  tucb, 

T o graunt  thy  fu  itc,  if  others  will  agree; 
Although  I feare  ihou  wiltinfuchaftrife. 
Prolong  thy  paine,  and  not  preferue  thy  life; 

34 

Oh(fayd£/£<*»io)bleftwerefiich4day,  . 

That  in  the  field  my  manhood  I might  try. 
Could  but  your  credit  carie  (itch  a (way, 
Nottenjbut  tentimesteni  woulddciie. 

This  fayd,  (he  caufd  the  execution  (lay, 
Andtohermothergoes  (lieby  andby, 
Withthoufand.ftings  ofCin^^in  herbreft, 

And  vnto  her  expoundeth  his  requeft.  . I 

Straight  doth  her  counlell  call. 

And  in  fuch.for-t  hereof  to  them  (he  fpake. 

In  guarding ofour  hau’n  and  citie  wail, 

T is  good  thaoof  the  ftrongeft  men  we  take : 
Therfore  to  know  who  be  moft  ftogt  and  tall,  • 
I thinke  it  vefie  good  fomc  proofe  to  make. 

For  eife  we  (hall  vnto  our  felucsdb  wrong. 

To  fatie  the  weaker  men  and  kill  the  ftrong, 
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And  who  can  wifli  to  make  a better  triall, 

Then  for  one  man  to  fight  with  fine  and  fine, 
And  if  he  vanquifli  them  and  make  them  die  all, 
Ccrtestwere  meetehefliouldbc  kept  aliuCj 
Thus  Orentea  faid,and  they  replie  a!!. 

That  in  this  point  with  her  they  cannot  fttiuc: 
Saueold^rtew;^(carren  witherdiade) 

Miflikt  the  motion,and  this  anfwer  made. 

37 

^rimiateraiio  The  caufe  that  firft  we  didfome  men  admit, 

Elbanit.  not  to  keepe  our  hau’ns  or  citie  wall, 

For  we  our  felues  haue  ftrength  enough  and  wit, 
Tokeepeourtownc  (Itruft)  and  euerfliall. 
Were  we  as  well  for  procreation  fir. 

Without  mans  hclpe,  not  one  Ihould  line  at  al^ 
Now  for  ncceflitie  fome  few  we  /pare. 

Such  as  moft  able  for  thatfcruicc  are. 

This  motion  quite  gainfaith  our  auncient  law, 
Tokeepe  one  man  as  ftrong  as  halfe  a fcore: 

How  many  women  would  he  keepe  in  aw? 

Had  we  ten  fuch  we  (hould  beare  rule  no  more. 
Further  it  is  an  old  and  cenaine  faw, 

Vfcd  andproued  manie  years  before, 

StnttiKt.  That  they  that  giue  a weapon  to  their  ftrongcr, 
Are  like  them  felues  to  caric  rule  no  longer. 

But  pu  t the  cafe  this  one  by  our  confent. 

And  his  good  hap  ten  of  the  others  kill. 

How  lhall  an  hundred  widdows  thc.n  lament, 

That  long  muft  lye  alone  againff  their  will? 

If  he  an  hundred  women  could  content, 

Then  him  to  fauc  I (hould  not  thinke  it  ill. 

Then  were  he  to  be  lou’d,admy  rd  and  wonderd. 

If  he  alone  could  fatisfie  an  hunderd. 
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This  crucllfpecckdid  all  the  reft  dilpleafc. 

And  loch  they  were  Ilbanio  (hould  be  ftaine. 

His  cdmly  (liape  their  (harpnelfe  did  appeafe. 

And  chiefly  (he  that  ouer  all  did  raigne. 

Seeking  herein  her  daughters  mynd  to  pleafe, 
With  manie  rcafons  anfwerd  her  againc, 

And  point  by  point  did  all  her  fpeech  confuccj 
And  in  the  end  obtaind  her  daughters  futc. 

41 

Thus  to  pardon  they  impart, 

Prouided  ifhc  oiiercome  the  men. 

And  after  brauely  play  the  husbands  part, 
Norwich  an  hundred  women, bufwith  ten: 

Elbanio  thanketh  them  with  chcatfuU  hair. 

Then  was  he  freely  loofed  from  the  den; 

In  fine  when  all  things  readie  were  ordained. 

In  both  exploits  the  conquefthe  obtained. 
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Then  Meffundraj'm  whofe  render  mynd, 

Loue  had  alrcadic  made  (b  deepe  impreflion. 

With  ocher  nine,  were  vnto  him  a(fignd, 

And  princely  mafe  was  put  in  his  pofleflTion. 

But  firft  by  folemnc  vow  diey  do  him  bynd. 

To  hold  this  law  for  eucr  by  fuccelTion, 

To  facrifice  all  men,  fauc  fuch  as  trye. 

To  kill  ten  men,  and  with  ten  women  lye. 
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And  though  that  many  haue  in  ages  paft. 

Attempted  both, yet  few  haue  had  fuccelfc. 

To  fcape  the  firft  exploit,  and  trie  the  laft. 

In  which  to  fade  the  daunger  were  no  leftc. 

But  he  that  both  performes  foorth'.viih  is  plaft 
In  Princely  feate,  and  free  from  all  diftrcffc; 

And  this  their  law  (as  by  records  appears) 

Alreadie  lafted  hath  two  thoufand  years. 
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The  laft  but  I,  that  held  this  curfedplacc, 

^r^illon  hightjwhom  I in  combat  killed. 

And  him  and  his  therby  I did  difplace. 

And  then  theirroomes  with  me  and  mine  I filled. 

Where  we  haue  tary’d  now  a tweluemonths  (pace. 

Among  chefe  wights  of  goodneflfc  all  vnskilled. 

Leading  a life  full  of  dildainc  and  fcomc. 

As  better  had  bene  neucr  to  be  borne. 
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For  why  thefedallyings  and  wanton  toys. 

That  wonted  arc  to  pleafe  ourfoolilhyouth. 

With  coftly  fare,  gay  cloths,  and  ytnw  ioys. 

Of  which  repentance  is  the  fl  ute  enfewth, 

Brecdech  to  me  but  anguKh  and  annoys. 

And  penfiue  cares,  and  cuer  during  ruth;  ^onbtntpn 

And  chiefly  when  vnto  my  mynd  I call,  fulut  Lbenu 

My  libercie  is  Joft,  and  I a thrall.  • •'^tiuhiur  w», 

46 

T o loofc  my  Iiiftie  timein  this  vile  place, 

Remou’d  from  kin, and  fiends,  and  countrie  far, 

A wofull  and  remedilcfle  difgrace, 

Mou’d  by  (bme  ill  alpeift  of  angrie  ftar, 

Eu’n  as  a ftallion  kept  for  breed  and  race. 

Whom  (bme  milhap  hath  madevnfit  for  war. 

By  lofTe  of  fight  and  foundring  of  his  feete, 

For  fetuicc  quite  vnable  and  vnmecce. 
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The  while  this  talc  the  fauage  Guidon  told, 

1 he  Englilh  Duke  that  all  this  while  flood  by, 

And  heard  his  (jicech,  and  did  his  face  behold. 

And  noted  all  his  grace  with  wacchfiill  ey. 

And  made  by  all  tbefe  obferuations  bold. 

He  runneth  to  embrace  him  by  and  by, 

Saying  dcare  cofin,  I were  much  to  blame, 

Except  Ilou’d  the  houfe  from  whence  you  came. 
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Your  motlier  could  not  tye  a better  lace. 

About  your  necke,  to  make  your  linage  knowne. 

Then  this  your  value  in  this  prefent  place, 

Againft  Marfifa  m the  bactell  (howne. 

I am  one  of  Ammons  race, 

Frcnd  to  your  houfe,  andkinfman  of  your  owne, 

I much  reioyce  to  find  by  this  mifchauncc, 

. So  neare  a lunfman  fo  far  of  from  Fraunce. 
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G«/‘fo«,that  otherwife  would  haue  bene  glad. 

To  meete  afrend,  a Prince  of  kin  fo  neare, 

Now  on  the  other  fide  he  was  full  fad. 

And  (hewd  the  fame  in  countenance  and  chearc. 
For  eu’rie  way  the  fequell  muft  be  bad, 

For  ifhc  win  they  die,  the  cafe  is  cleare. 

And  ifhc  do  not  win,  he  is  but  ded, 

Thus  by  ones  good  the  tothers  harme  is  bred. 

On 
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On  th’othcr  fide  his  years  and  tender  age» 

Did  all  of  them  fo  far  with  pitie  moue. 

And  did  Marfifa*  heat  fo  much  afiwage. 

Her  cnmitic  was  wclnigh  turnd  to  louc: 

At  laft  Ihc  makes  a motion  wife  and  fage, 

Which  was, that  all  to  fcape  by  force  fliould  prone 
Swearing  if  he  would  take  part  with  his  cofen. 

Not  all  the  townc  could  vanquilh  that  halfc  dofen. 
Ji 

Gladly  (fayd  GaiWow)  I would  take  yourpart. 

Though  vaine  it  is  againft  fo  great  a number. 

To  cntcrprifc  by  force  hence  to  depart. 

Their  vcrie  multitude  will  vs  fo  cumber: 

For  often  (to  the  terror  of  mine  hart) 

Ten  thoufand  armed  women  I do  number 
Here  m the  ftreets,  and  with  as  manic  more, 

They  do  defend  thcport,ihc  hau’n  and  fhorc. 

Ji 

Tu(h  (quoth  Marfifa)  this  I not  regard. 

Were  they  in  number  as  the  fands  of  fcas, 

To  valiant  hearts  no  enterprife  is  hard. 

Take  you  but  part,  and  ioyne  with  me  and  theafe. 
Yes  anfwcrd  G‘<id»n,  bcl  made  or  mard, 

Be  it  with  paine,  with  daunger  or  difeafe, 

I will  take  part  with  you,  but  ifl  may,  ^ 

I would  aduife  you  to  a fafer  way.  ^ 
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If  we  this  matter  wifely  take  in  hand. 

This  is  tliefafeft  way  that  I do  know. 

They  let  no  men  to  touch  the  fait  fea  fand. 

Left  anic  (hould  attempt  from  hence  to  go: 

And  fith  tis  hard  their  forces  to  withftand. 

He  trie  a better  way  then  that,  I trow; 

Among  my  ten  Ihaue  one  fpeciall  wife, 

Vpon  whofe  trurt  I venter  dare  my  life, 

J4  . 

She  (hall  a barkc  prouide  in  fccret  (brt, 

And  other  needfull  things  for  vs  prepare. 

And  when  as  to  the  tiltyeard  they  refort. 

And  of  our  fight  in  expcftationarc. 

We  fuddenly  will  make  vnto  the  port. 

And  (hip  our  felucs  cr  anie  be  aware: 

To  leade  the  way  my  fclfe  I am  content, 

Soyou  and  yours  to  follow  will  confent. 
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Msrfifa  ftraight,  and  all  the  reft  agreed , 

That  for  tliat  time  (hould  be  their  guide: 
And  that  accordingly  they  would  proceed. 

As  he  for  them  had  promift  to  prouide: 

Though  (fayd  Marfifa  j fauingthis  my  weed. 

My  lhape  and  fexe  from  all  of  them  doth  hide, 

1 know  my  (clfe  from  harme  could  be  excufed. 
And  of  them  allbotli  welcome  and  well  vfed. 
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But  now(fayd  (he)  fuch  parti  mynd  to  take. 

As  you  (liall  ta(t  (how  good  or  bad  it  proue) 
Guidon  that  night  with  his  4leria  fpake, 

(Sowas  hernamc  that barehim  chiefeftloue) 
Pointing  that  (lie  prouifion  good  fliould  make. 
For  things  that  needfull  were  for  their  remoue. 
And  (he  no  tune,  nor  paine, nor  trauell  (pard. 
But  out  of  hand  a galley  ftraight  prepaid. 
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And  that  her  fellows  might  no  fraud  fulpeft, 

To  go  to  feeke  a pryfe  flic  doth  pretend. 

And  with  great  diligence  flic  doth  dircft. 

All  means  to  feme  thcirpalfagc  to  defend: 

And  they  within  no  time  normcanencgleft, 
Tobring  tlicir  flout  defignment  to  an  end. 

Thus  cu’ry  one  their  charge  (o  well  attended. 

That  er  the  morning  all  was  done  and  ended. 

No  fooner  came  the  dawning  of  the  day, 

But  that  thofe  Am.azons  like  bees  in  fwarmes, 
That  feeke  new  dwellings  in  the  month  of  May> 

So  came  they  wcll  appointcd  all  in  atmes. 

To  fee  an  end  of  that  vnended  fray. 

Not  looking  for  fuch  new  and  flraunge  alarms. 

For  ftraight  thofe  fix  I nam'd  and  all  their  trayne, 
Came  with  intent  to  fcape  or  clfe  be  flaync. 
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Guidon  doth  breake  the  way  to  all  the  reft, 

Soone  after  him  Marfifa  d:d  enfevv. 

Then  Sanfontt  and  th’ Englifh  Duke  were  prefl. 
Next  the  two  brothers  came,  then  all  the  crew; 
But  yet  with  numbers  they  werefooppreft. 

Both  with  the  (hafts  they  (hotjSc  darts  they  threw, 
That  notvvithftanding  all  they  had  dcuifcd, 

They  were  in  daunger  great  to  be  furprifed.  ^ 
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But  when  the  Englifli  duke  the  daunger  faw, 

Vnto  him  felfc,thefc  wordes  or  fuch  he  faid, 

I fee  our  foes  in  troups  togither  draw; 

I fee  our  frends  arc  wcakned  and  difmaydj 
Now  will  I ftrike  our  enemies  in  aw. 

Now  will  I bring  our  frends  vnlookt  for  ayd: 

With  this  he  tooke  his  home, and  blew  a blaft. 
That  made  the  hearers  eu’ry  one  agaft. 
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So  great  a terrour  in  their  minds  was  bred. 

That  ftraight  as  if  with  (prits  they  had  been  fcard. 
This  way  and  that,confufcdly  they  fled, 

And  left  the  gates  without  defence  or  guard. 

As  tumultes  often  are  at  ftage  playes  bred. 

When  falfe  reportes  of  fudden  fires  are  heard. 

Or  when  the  ouerloden  featesdo  cracke. 

One  tumbhng  downe  vpon  an  others  backc. 

One  breakes  a Icg,an  other  breakes  an  arme. 

And  fome  are  choakt  and  flifled  in  the  prelTe, ' 
Some  kill  them  fclues  for  fearc  of further  harme, 
And  whence  the  daugcr  comes  they  canot  gueffe. 
But  all  of  them  in  haft  them  felues  vnarmc. 

And  vnto  fcarcfull  flight  them  fclues  addrclfe: 
Nor  women  only  with  thisfe.irc  are  piini(hcd, 
But  eucn  the  men'the  fclues  were  aL  aftonilhed. 

Alfo  Matfijas  couragedaie  fo  fearce, 

(So  great  a vertue  this  inchauntment  had) 

That  ftraunge  & fudde  fearc  the  fame  did  pearcc. 
And  (he  by  flight  to  fauc  her  felfe  was  glad: 

The  Knights  hkewife  whom  late  I did  rehearfe. 
And  all  the  mcOjas  if  they  had  been  mad. 

Fled  to  the  fea, as  doth  a fearefull  done, 

When  any  noife  dothfeare  her  from  aboue . 
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Thus  doth  the  blaft  annoy  both  frends  and  foes, 
Yetfoas  all  the  mentofliipboordwent: 

>Aflolfo  ftill  about  the  citte  goes, 

And  them  to  terrifie  is  his  intent, 

And  more  and  more  in  all  the  ftreets  he  blows. 
And  chiefly  thofe  where  tliey  do  moft  frequent; 
The  while  his  frends  were  now  to  fliipboord  gottc 
And  launched  out,  and  him  had  quite  forgotten. 

The  fliip  ^iUria  did  before  prouidc, 

And  Guidon  taking  fliip  with  all  the  reft. 

Would  not  conlentneare  to  the  Ihore  to  bide. 
But  Bale  away  with  dreadfullfcare  polfcft. 

Now  came  the  Duke  vnto  the  water  fide. 

And  feing  all  were  gone,  he  thought  it  beft 
Some  other  meane  and  way  to  take  in  hand. 

By  w hich  he  might  conuay  him  home  by  land. 
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hefreceeiirtbtt  But  how  he  gat  him  home,  and  there  did  Ipeed, 
ullafjijldfo,zx  Whenfro  thofe  countries  he  was  come  to  France, 
And  how  his  home  did  ftand  him  in  great  flecd, 
Defending  him  from  daungcr  and  mifchauncc. 
Hereafter  I will  fliew;  now  1 proceed. 

To  her  whofe  deeds  do  ftill  her  name  aduaunce, 

I meane  Marfifa  ftouc,  that  made  greathaft. 

To  fliunne  the  hearing  of  the  fearful!  blaft. 
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But  when  they  were  remoued  from  the  fliore. 

By  helpe  of  fades  and  ores,fo  great  a fpace. 

As  now  the  feaifull  found  was  heard  no  more. 
Each  thought  themfeltids  gudtie  of  great  difgracc 
And  of  their  feare  they  were  afliamd  fofore. 

One  IKund  to  looke  another  in  the  face. 

The  while  their  barke  had  fo  good  wind  & wether. 
As  all  arriu’diuTyrhen  fca  together. 
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And  to  Marfilia  thence  by  fea  they  went, 

Where  Bradamant  bare  all  the  rule  and  fway. 

Who  late  as  gouernefle  was  thither  fent. 

Though  thence  (be  had  bene  abfentmany  a day: 
For  had  ihc  prefent  bene,  by  her  allent, 
Vnentertaind  they  fliouldnot  go  away. 

Here  when  they  were  refrelht  with  meat  and  reft, 
Mttfifa  tookc  her  leauc  of  ail  the  reft. 

Saying  flie  thought  it  great  difgrace  and  fliame, 

Similt.  So  manie  in  one  companie  to  fee: 

For  crowes  quodi  flic,  and  pigeons  do  the  fame. 
And  dearc,and llieepc,and  beafts  that  fcaifullbe; 
But  falcons  that  do  flie  at  ftately  game. 

With  other  birds  and  beafts  in  their  degree, 

That  feare  not  others  force,  and  truft  their  owne, 
Shunne  companies  and  loue  to  go  alone. 
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But  yet  the  reft  that  were  of  other  minde. 

Together  kept  and  bad  the  Dame  farewell, 

Vntill  by  hap  a caftell  they  did  finde, 

Wherin  a Lord  of  great  eftate  did  dwell. 

That  in  appearance  courteous  feemd  and  kinde, 
ofti  “/.»  Am!/.  But  not  in  afts  as  after  I fliall  tell: 

fard/nn  il/e  j s.  Bor  he  furprifd  them  all  that  night  a fleepe. 

And  made  them  fvveare  a crucUlaw  to  kcepe. 
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The  while  Marfifa  on  her  way  doth  ridcj 
Apparcld  like  a knight  of  fomc  renewne: 

And  as  fliepaflcdby  the  riuerfidc. 

She  met  a woman  m a tawnie  gowne. 

Crooked,  ilfauord,  old,  and  hollow  eyd, 

Her  forhead  furrowd  with  continuall  frownc, 
Her  bodie  tyr’d  with  traucll  and  ill  fare. 

Her  guiltic  mynd  aftlifted  more  with  care. 
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This  filthie  hagge,  this  carren  witlicrd  iade. 

Was  flie  whom  in  the  cane  Orlando  found. 

When  of  the  thieuesfuch  maflacrchc  made, 

T hat  kept  fairc  I fahella  vnder  ground: 

This  wretch  that  holpc  them  in  that  wicked  trade 
Fearing  the  plague  that  might  on  her  redound, 
Fled  from  all  companie  for  feare  of  daungcr, 
Vntill  flie  hapt  to  light  vp  on  this  ftraungcr. 
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And  for  flie  faw  her  clad  in  ftraunge  array. 

Though  gracclcfle,  yet  flic  gathers  heart  of  grace. 
And  at  the  fcord  her  commingflic  doth  ftay. 

And  when  Marfifa  came  vnto  the  place, 

Sir  knight  (for  fo  flic  feemd)  I fliall  you  pray, 
(Sayd  this  old  hagge)  to  do  me  fo  much  grace, 
on  your  hotfe  behind  you  I may  ride, 
bepaft  the  lireamc  on  th’otherfidc. 

74 


Marfifa  thitv/is  ciierfrom  her  cradle, 

Courteous  and  kynd,  doth  grauntherher  defire. 
And  made  hcrclambcr  vp  behind  her  fadlc, 
Pafling  the  riticr  and  a filthie  mite. 

That  to  her  hotfe  had  almoft  bene  a ftablc: 

And  when  they  were  afcendcdfoniwhathire. 
They  met  a fairc  young  Ladic  with  a knight. 
Both  riclily  clad,  both  comly  to  the  fight. 
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But  both  their  minds  were  falfe,  their  maners  bad. 
And  thcrfoi  e matcht  together  vcric  fit. 

For  he  was  Tinobelfxhar.  lately  had 
Faire  Bradamant  deceau’d  at  M erlins  pit. 

She  was  his  loue,  for  whom  he  was  fo  fad, 
WhenBradamant  on  him  did  hap  to  hit; 

Till  after  by  tliis  noble  Damfels  meane. 

That  ftraunge  enchauntmet  was  diflblucd  clcanc 
7^ 

This  Ladie  that  was  Tinaitllos  loue, 

Being  both  proud  and  fcomfull  ofbehauour, 
Seing  this  hagge,  did  ftraight  her  laughter  moue. 
Scorning  her  writlield  skin  and  euill  fauour." 

For  which  Marfifa  ftouc  doth  her  reproue. 

And  with  a fliarp  reply  iTie  ftraight  dodi  brauc  her 
Bec.aufc  (quoth  flic  ) I find  thou  doftdifdaincher, 
Againft  thy  knight  and  dice  I will  maintainc  her. 
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I fay  this  woman  fairer  is  then  thou. 

Now  let  thy  knight  come  fight  in  thy  defence. 

For  1 by  force  my  faying  will  auow. 

And  if  that  I ptcuailcjcr  thou  go  hence, 

Thou  flialt  thy  horfe  and  garments  all  allow. 

To  this  old  woman  for  a recompence. 

Tinabeli  ftraight  to  fight  doth  h.m  addreffc, 
Bccaufe  in  manhood  he  could  do  no  IclTc. 

But 
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But  when  rfiej’  met  {MarfijM  pafl'ing  force 
' Was  (itch)  ihc  quickly  vanquiihcd  the  knight. 

And ouerthrew  him  quite  befide  his  horfe. 

This  done,  ftie  makes  the  ftatcly  dame  to  light, 
And  with  the  aged  woman  cloths  to  feorfe. 

At  whicli  the  tone  tookc  lJ)ort,  the  tothcr  ^ite. 
Alfolhe  tooke  the  Ladies  ambling  nagge, 
Andthervpon  Ihcfcts  the  trotting  hagge. 
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Who  in  this  youthful!  coftly  rich  array. 

Looked  in  ihew  more  vgly  then  before. 

Thus  three  dayes  with  Marfifa  (he  did  ftay, 
Before  theyhapt  to  meet  with  aniemorej 
The  fourth  they  met  Zerbino  on  the  way. 

The  Scottilh prince  that  would  haue  fau’d  Medore 
And  now  in  anger  great  the  Scot  purfude. 

That  in  his  prcfaicc  prou’d  him  (elfe  fo  rude. 
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Ztriinu'  Now  though  Zaiino  were  but  ill  apayd. 

Yet  was  he  (hraight  with  laughter  great  furprifd. 
To  fee  an  aged  woman  lb  arrayd, 

Liyouthfitll  cloths  as  though  (he  were  difguifd: 
And  to  Marfift  mcrily  be  fayd, 

Sir  knight  itfeemeth  you  aic  well  aduifd, 
Togetfofaire  apeeceto  catrie,by  you, 

Asyou  arc  fure  that  no  man  will  enuicyou. 

8r 

The  woman  fcemd  Tome  hundred  years  of  age. 

Her  witherd  skinfuch  (lore  ofwrincles  had. 

And  like  an  ape  or  monkie  in  a cage. 

So  looked  (he  in  this  apparcll  clad; 

But  now  (he  looked  worfe,  when  with  nav  rage. 
Her  eyes  enflamed  were,  and  (hchalfc  mad: 

For  what  more  fpitc  can  be  a woman  told. 

Then  if  one  fay  fte  looketh  foule  or  old? 
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>f4r^/4fccmcth  wroth  (to  maPe  fome  (port) 

And  thus  (he  faith,furceafe  your  (landcrous  toung 
Your  vertue  of  her  beautie  commeth  (hort. 

She  is  (in  (j)ite  of  you)  both  faire  andyoung: 

And  ifyou  dare  contraric  my  report. 

Or  that  hereby  you  feele  your  courage  (loung, 

I will  maintaine  againft  you  eu’rie  word. 

On  horfe,  or  foot,  by  (pearc  or  clfe  by  fword* 

Ztthino  at  this  challenge  did  butlafie. 

Saying  he  would  not  leefe  their  frendihip  fo: 

Tis  fit(quoth  he)that  fwine  (liould  feed  on  draffc, 
I ani  not  I,  (b  mad  nor  fond  I trow. 

For  her  to  draw  a fword,or  breake  a ftaffc. 

But  as  you  came  you  may  together  go: 

No  doubt  you  are  a fitly  matched  paire, 

Ifyou  as  luftie  be  as  (lie  is  faire. 
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Wherforclliftnotpaine  and  traucU  take. 

To  get  a conqueft,  better  loft  then  wonne: 

Then  (anfwerdftout  Marfift)  I will  make 
Another  offer  which  you  may  not  (hunne. 

On  this  condition  let  vs  for  her  fake, 

A courfe  at  field  one  with  the  other  runne: 

That  ifyou  win  then  I will  keepe  her  ftill. 

If],  then  you  (hall  feme  her  while  (he  will. 


8f 

Content  (quoth  Zerbin)  and  with  that  dicy  ran, 
With  couched  (pears,  and  met  amid  the  plainej 
But  Zerbin  had  the  worfe,  Marfifa  wan. 

As  better  horft,and  ftronger  of  the  twaine: 
WhofeingZer^B  downe,(he  then  began, 
Totalkcwithhim,and  ieft  with  him  againc. 
Behold  (quoth  (he)  I here  to  you  prefent. 

This  loucly  damfell,for  your  more  content. 
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Sec  that  you  keepe  your  promife  and  your  troth. 

To  this  fairedame  to  be  a champion  trew. 

And  do  not  breake  the  bands  of  facred  rth. 

And  (b  (quoth  (he)  for  now  I bid  adew. 

Zerbin  was  mou'd  with  ftiamc  and  anger  both. 
Shame  for  his  foile , a thing  moft  ftraunge  & new: 
Anger  for  her  whom  he  therby  didlgaine, 
Whichhe  might  deem  the  greater lolfc  of  nvaine, 
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Tlicn  ofhis  miftrelTe  new  he  doth  enquire. 

What  knight  it  was  that  did  him  ouerthrow. 

She  willingly  did  graunt  him  his  defirc, 

1 Thinkingiherby  his  griefe  might  greater  grow. 

It  was  a Ladie  in  aknights  attire, 

Marfifa  hight  (quoth  (he)  that  layd  you  low. 

The  which  ftrange  news  I think  not  much  did  lack 
To  nxake  his  armor  bltilh  vponliis  backe. 

88  '■ 

Vpon  his  horfe  in  anger  great  he  gets, 

Curfing  him  felfc  he  had  not  fit  more  fure. 

He  bites  his  lips,  and  inwardly  he  frets. 

And  (he  in  him  more  anger  to  procure. 

With  byring  words  his  difcontentmenc  whets*. 
Yet  for  his  ochs  fake  he  doth  all  endure. 

Like  tired  horfe  he  quiet  all  abides. 

That  hath  the  bit  in  mouth,and  Ipurrcsinfidcs. 
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At  laft  into  this  bitter  plaint  he  burft, 

On  thee  b fortune  well  1 may  complaine. 

And  call  my  fclfe  vnliappie  and  accurft, 

Thatdoft  at  once  two  plagues  for  me  ordainc. 
Two  plagues  that  of  all  plagues  I count  theworft. 
Namely  this  foilc,  my  former  fame  to  ftainci 
And  hauing  loft  a Ladie  of  rare  features, 

Tohaue  tins  miftrcllejtbwleft  of  all  creatures. 

9° 

She,  that  for  pa(fing  beautie  well  defemed, 

All  wordly  blKTe , whofc  match  was  neu  er  found, 
She  from  miffortune  could  not  be  preferued. 

But  that  by  cruell  ftormeslhe  muft  be  dround. 
And  this,  who  if  (he  had  bene  rightly  fetued. 
Ought  long  cr  this^iaue  fed  worms  vnder  ground 
Thou  haft  thefe  many  yeares,and  ftill doft  fauc. 
That  I by  her  at  laft  this  plague  might  haue. 
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By  thefe  and  (iich  like  words  as  Zerbin  (pakc. 

That  aged  woman  giues  a fured  guclfe. 

That  this  was  he,to  whom, and  for  whofe  fake, 
Faire  Ifabell  (kept  erft  in  great  diftrelTc, 

There  where  Orlando  did  from  thieues  her  take) 
Was  wont  fo  great  affeftion  to  profclTe, 

And  to  defcribe  his  parts  and  lhape  (b  trew. 

As  cu’rie  one  might  know  him  at  a vcw. 

O iij 


Though  it  it  not 

/eldi.>Vneli7tre 

Cabh-ia  linear 
Marjifit  to  be  a 
Woman,  yet  tt  h 
to  be  gathered 
that  in  ] .tU/et 
eompante  ibee 
might  i^mw  It, 


Simile. 

Horace  hath  tbit 
fim-Mtuittf  an 
uSi. 

VemittotuHcit. 
lot,  vt  tnujua 
mentu  afilluti 
but  tlm  of  a horfe 
uiaortwerihte. 


Hthadheari 
nerret  that  Ifa- 
iella  rvM 
drotpnd  by  punt 
fiymgrtpoTt, 


Siviih, 

Moral 

Hiftoric. 

Allegoric, 

AUulion. 
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And  now  that  by  his  words  (he  plaincly  found. 

That  this  was  Zerbin,  and  that  he  belccucd 
Fairc  1 fabella  was  in  cempeft  dround, 

With  which  conceit  Ibc  law  he  fore  was  grccucd, 
She  that  did  know  her  to  be  fafe  and  found, 
Yetmeaningnot  his  griefe  Ibould  be  releeucd: 
She  telleth  onely  that  that  would  difeafe  him. 
And  doth  conccalc  that  which  Ihe  thought  would 

93  (pleafehiro. 

You  fir  (quoth  Ihe)  that  me  fo  greatly  fcorne, 

If  you  but  knew  what  tydings  I could  tell, 

Ofher  whom  you  lament  as  dead  andlorne, 

You  would  both  Ipeakc  me  faire  and  vfeme  well: 
But  firft  I will  with  horfes  wild  be  tome. 

And  fulFcr  all  the  paines  of  earth  and  hell. 

Rather  then  I will  condifeend  to  Ihow  it. 

Or  then  by  me  you  euercome  to  know  it. 

94 

Lookc  how  a gentle  grewnd,  that  doth  aflailc 
And  flics  vpon  a ftraungcr  at  the  furft. 

Will. on  thefodaine  faune  and  wag  his  taile, 

Iflo  of  bread  one  prptcr  him  a cmlfc 
So  Zerbia  that  before  on  her  did  raile. 

And  bitterly  vnto  her  face  he  curft. 

Now  he  entreates  her,and  doth  pray  and  flatter, 
To  giuchihi  far  dicr  notice  of  the  matter, 
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Atlaft  withlong  cntreatic  (he  replies. 

And  faith,  fairc'  J fabella  is  not  ded. 

But  fo  Ihe  hues,  that  fure  (he  death  cnuics. 

And  neuer  hope  to  hauc  her  maidenhtd. 


For  I haue  fecne(quoth  {hc)with  thefe  mine  eyes 
How  twentie  lawlefle  men  her  captiuc  led. 

And  eu’rie  one  might  haue  her  at  their  plealure, 
Hauing  both  libcrtie  and  lull, and  Icafurc. 

Ah  wicked  h.igge,tliou  know’ll  it  is  a lie. 

And  yet  behold  how  thou  canftpaint  it  out, 

Thou  know’ll  that  none  of  them  with  her  did  lie. 
Thou  know’ll  Orlando  thence  did  fetch  her  out; 
And  made  tire  malefaftors  all  to  die. 

That  ofher  daunger  now  there  was  no  doubt: 

Bur  now  alas  this  lying  llorie  bred, 

A thoufand  lealoufies  'mZerbinei  hed. 
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He  askt  her  where  and  when  his  louc  Ihc  law, 

He  fpeakes  her  oftentimes  both  foulc  and  fairc. 
But  not  a word  more  could  he  from  her  draw. 
Neither  by  threatning  words,  noryetbyprayre: 
He  fceles  a corzic  cold  his  heart  to  gnaw. 

His  little  hope  was  turnd  to  great  difpaire: 

And  thus  this  old  ilfauord  fpitefull  caller, 

Gaue  good  Zerbino  liich  a choking  fallet. 
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What  patience  thus  prouoked  could  hauc  borne. 

At  fuch  a womans  hands  lb  vile  a Ipite? 

And  fauc  he  was  vnto  her  feruice  fivorne. 

No  doubt  he  would  haue  done  her  then  her  right 
Thus  Ihc  of  mallicc  full,  andhc  of  fcorne, 

Went  on  their  way,vntill  they  met  a knight: 

But  what  became  hereof  if  you  will  know. 

The  bookc  enfuing  (hall  the  fcquel  Ihow. 


CaUet  i a nie^. 
name  that  tby 

v(ei9t  wtmoHf 
it  fiinifies  itt 

Irtshawud/, 


In  the  tale  0 f Vhalanto,  and  l)'ncoml>ame,  ivemennuff  note  the  mtableincenfiarnieofyoungmerudiJhoneTtlouet,  !xm 
fweet  and  pleafant  fo  euer  they  be  at  the  firft . I n Pynabello  and  hit  xvifetlmt fcorned  G abrinas  old  age  and  deformitiejrve 
nu<y  obferue  the  foule  fin  and  the  in  ft  punrjhment  of pride  and  eontempt  of  others , In  the  good  Zerbino,  that for  hispromife 
falepfuffers  himfelfe  to  be fo  notorionfty  ahufed  of a fpitefull  malkioHs  old  wretch  ^ we  may  mark^  a notable  example  tfa  man 
true  and  faithful!  of  his  word. 

Inthebeginningof  thssbookphe  reciteth  the  names  of fourewomenfamnm^  twoforwarre , twoforleammgyondindeede 
there  haue  bene  many  more, excellent  in  either  kind:  as  Thomeris  that  kfiled  Cyrus,  Zcnobea,Hipficratea  wifeto  My- 
chridates, Dcboratfe«  Hebrew , whom  the firipturecommendeth  j WalcCca^ueene ofBoemia,  Thenca  ‘pueeneofSlauo~ 
nia,  Amalalunta  queeneofthe  Gothes:  .^Uthefeare  famous  for  theirwife  gouerment . .And for  learning  diuers  women 
haue  greatly  excelled-,  as  Eriana,  A{pafia,Clcobulyna,Thcana,Leontio,Manto,  Hicoftrata,Carmenta,f/ie  Si- 
bils,Su!picia.B»r/ir  4 perfitepatterneaf  excellency  in  both  kinds  fioth  in gouerning  thecommon  welth  mo(l  wifely, peaceably 
and  prcjperoufly,  and  skfi!  in  all  kind  of  learning,  and  languages,  G reekf,  L atine,  F reach,  1 talian  and  Spanijh,  I may 
truely,and  without  flatterie,that  ourgraciotts  foueraigne  ts  to  be  preferred  before  arQ  of  them, yea  before  allof them^and  ther- 
fore  may  iuftly  be  called  the  ielwell, or  rather  the  wotsder  of  allherfex.  ■> 

All  the  .^llegoricall  matter  of  this  booke  is  onely  in  A{ko\{oshorne,ofwhich  I haue Jpok^nbefore  this, 

T his  tale  of  the  Greek^s  cornmingbomefrom  T roy,andfindingfo  many  hafards,aUudes  to  a likf  hap  that fel  ynto  the  Spar- 
tans when  they  made  warre  on  the  M ejfenians ; from  whence  onein  deed  named  Fala  nto  or  Fhalanto  with  other  baftardt 
called  VartlKnians  went  to  the  Oracle  to  kptow  what  they  (hould  do  , and  were  direbled  by  the  fold  Oracle  to  go  toTaren- 
tum:  T heir  an/were  they  receiued of  the  Oracle  was  this, 

Statircum,&  pinguc  folum,tibi  rradoTarenti 
Incolerc,  & late  fcdem  per  lapygas  xdes. 

So  as  they  taking  heart  ypon  this, went  from  Sparta,  am  as  feme  thinkf  built  the  cittie  ofT  aresttum. 

The  end  of  the  notes  vpon  the  xx.  bookc. 


Emuu, 

^l/uu  fijei  tpli 

fDUIUI^  f!UtU- 
Ti:,dum  law%  V 


Etad  ibt  PltraH 
’Upon  this  tH  the 
tndof  thn  beti^s. 


Either  can  yron  nailcs 
makefaft  aboord 
More  fitmCj  nor  cords  a 
burden  ftirer  bindc, 
Then  faith  once  gui’n  by 
promife  or  by  word, 
Tycs  moft  aflUrediy  tire 
vertiious  niindc , 

Old  times  to  vs  ftorc  of 

. _ , examples  foord, 

How  praife  deuine  wasvnto  faith  afllnde, 

And  how  in  garments  white  flic  ftil!  was  painted, 
That  cch  final  Ipot  or  flame  might  flicw  her  tain- 
1 (ted. 

Faith  cuer  fltould  be  kept  in  facred  fort. 

Whether  in  one,or  whether  giu  en  to  more. 
Whether  m deferts  farre  from  all  refort. 

Whether  a iudge  or  multitude  before; 

What  though  the  witneffe  wants  to  make  report? 
Yet  muflvyc  keepe  our  cou’nant  eucrmorc. 

As  well  by  word  and  priiiate  proteftation. 

As  by  record  and  publike  obligation. 
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And  lb  iiAZerhin  as  before  I told. 

His  promife  firmc  vnuiolate  preferue. 

And  chough  Gabrirutv/^s  both  foiile  and  old. 

Thou  ^ her  mifdeeds  all  rigor  did  deferu  e; 

Yet  he  his  faith  and  promile  firme  doth  hold, 
Andleft  his  former  bufincs  her  to  feme, 
Tillastlicy  traueldon  the  way  by  chance, 

They  met  a Flemifli  knight,  late  come  to  France. 
4 

The  knight  of  ftature  comly  was  and  tall, 

And  m his  fliccld  he  bare  an  azur  bend. 


His  name  Ermonida  they  vfe  to  call. 

It  feemd  he  was  not  this  old  womans  frend. 

For  ftraiglit  his  fight  her  heart  d:d  lb  appall, 
Vntohcrgiiul  her  life  (he  doih  commend; 
Praying  him  (as  hepromift)  to  vouchfafe. 

From  diis  her  enimie  to  keepe  her  fafe. 

J 

This  man  (quoth  flic)  my  guiltlelfe  father  killed, 
Oncly  for  mallice  that  to  me  he  bare  : 

This  man  mine  oncly  brothers  blood  hath  Ipillcd 
Bccaufe  he  wiflitmy  faftie  and  welfare; 

Yet  with rcuengc his  ragecannotbe  filled. 

But  ftillhc  feekes  toworkcm.y  fartliercarc; 

W ell  (quoth  Zerbino)bc  of  better  chearc. 

For  none  ihall  do  thee  harme  whilfl  1 am  heare. 
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Now  when  the  knight  of  Flaunders  faw  drat  face. 
That  of  all  faces  he  did  mofl  detefl: 

Either  with  me  to  combat  in  this  place. 

You  muflprcparc  quothheand  trie  yourbefl. 

Or  y eeld  to  me  this  woman  void  of  grace. 

That  as  flic  hath  deferu’d  flic  may  be  drefh 
If  you  refiflance  make  you  will  be  flainc, 
Forfoitfais  to  fuch  as  wrong  maintaine. 
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ZerUno  courtcoufly  doth  thus  replie, 

Bethinke  your  felfe  with  more  confidcration. 

To  make  a woman  ofyour  hand  to  die. 

What  flaine  it  is  to  knightly  reputation; 

As  for  the  combatifyou  needs  will  trie. 

Her  to  defend  is  my  determ  inationr 
For  I am  fworne  to  fight  in  her  defence, 

And  therfore  cannot  with  mine  othdilpcnce. 

This, 


Ssstace, 


SMtOttk 
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THE  ARGVMENT. 

TV  or  thy  Zerbino,by  his  promife  bomdy 
defends  Gabrma,  moft  z-nvvorthj  tvight, 
yl»d for  her fake  he  ouerthrowes  to  ^roMud, 
HermonidayVnlHckie  F lemifl}  kraght: 
TVhodoth  to  him  her  mofl  levvd  life  expotsttdy 
Encreaflng  by  his fpeech,  her  era  ell fptte: 

T et  fltll  the  good  Zerbino  trauels  with  her^ 
And  many  a werie  mile  they  rode  togither. 


OF  ORLANDO  FVRIOSO. 
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Thls,nnd  to  this  cfFcftmuch  more  in  vaine 
He  fpakc  him  from  his  jnirpofc  to  pcrfwadcj 
' At  laft  they  were  fo  kindled  witli  difdainc. 

That  one  the  other  fiercely  did  inuade: 

Zerbino  was  the  ftrongcrofthc  twainc. 

And  ftrake  tlie  tothcr  through  the  flioulder  blade 
So  as  he  fell  halfe  dead  and  halfe  aliu  c. 

Not  able  any  more  with  him  to  ftriuc. 
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Ztrhin  that  doubted  left  he  had  bene  ded, 

Moon’d  with  compaflionjfrom  his  horfe  did  light. 
And  firft  he  lool’d  his  helmet  from  his  hed. 

And  fcckcih  to  rcuiue  him  ifhe  might  5 
Who  looking  firmely  on  Zerbino 
I cannot  much  lament,  that  Inch  a knight. 

Hath  hurt  me  in  this  fight  and  ouerthrownc. 

In  whom  fuch  valcw  and  fuch  worth  is  Ihownc. 

10  . 

Oncly  in  this  my  hap  I do  lament. 

That  it  ftiould  be  for  fuch  a womans  fake, 

And  much  I marucl  that  you  would  confent. 

To  your  proreftion  fuch  aone  to  take. 

Which  1 am  furc  you  would  full  fore  repent. 

If  1 to  you  her  deeds  ftiould  open  mfke, 

And  that  you  ftiould  fo  greatly  damage  me. 

For  filch  a wicked  caytiue  as  is  flie. 

II 

Kmltginr,tth  my  voice  and  ftrength  will  fade  I doubt, 

the  taitt/Get-  Before  my  tale  can  come  to  perfite  end, 
irjn».  I Will  declare  if  you  wiUheare  it  out, 

The  wicked  life  of  this  vngracious  fendj 
1 had  a brother  valerous  and  ftout, 

In  Holland  borne,  who  (for  he  did  entend 
To  win  by  fcruice  honor  and  renowne) 

HeracUo  feru’d  that  bare  of  Greece  the  crownc.' 


Simile. 

Ovid  vfid  this 
Simile, in  trvo 
places.  One  in 
£nons  epifile. 

Tu  levior  folijs 
tunc  cum  sme 
ponderc  focct, 
Mobilibtu  ventie 
UT id*  facia  vom 
lant.Uni  in  the 
third  of  the  Me- 
tamorph. 

Vo  citiHs  friies 
aiitumm  frtgore 
taclas, 

lamqy  malehce- 
rentes  alta  raptt 
arboreventus. 

*Simtle. 

J|  Simile, 


I£ 

A noble  Gentleman  ^r^rohight, 

Neare  the  confines  of  Scruia  did  dwell. 

Who  in  my  brother  tooke  fo  great  delight, 

Thar  in  ftiort  fpacc  they  were  acquainted  well, 
./irgeo  marride  had  this  curfled  wight, 

Of  V.  horn  the  prefent  ftoric  I do  tell, 

And  tooke  in  her  (vnwortliy)fo  great  pleafurc, 
Aspaft  the  bands  of  rcafon  andofmeafitre. 

, >3 

But  ftic  more  light  thcnleaucs  in  Autumn  feafon. 
That  eu’ric  blaft  doth  blov^r  about  and  chaunge, 
Againft  all  wiucly  care,  all  caufc  and  rcafon, 
Onely  becaufe  fhe  doth  delight  in  chaunge: 

With  wicked  hart  & head  full  fraught  with  trcaf6 
Sofarre  ftie  lets  her  ragingloue  to  raunge. 

She  fues  tohaue  my  brother  to  her  louer. 

And  doth  to  him  the  foule  defirc  vneouer. 
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*But  neither  doth  a rocke  more  firmely  ftand, 

Vpon  the  ftiorc  againft  the  furging  wane : 

' | Nor  doth  theCedar  more  vpon  thcland, 

R efift  the  tempeft  that  doth  rage  and  raue. 

Then  doth  my  brother  her  defirc  wiihftand, 
Tlioiigh  ftie  at  fundi  ie  times  the  fame  doth  craue 
And  though  Ihc  fecketh  many  a mcane  and  triall. 
Yet  ftill  ftie  turneth  with  a fiat  denyall. 


1^5 


At  laft  it  fell  (as  oft  it  doth  befall. 

To  valient  men,  that  lone  to  fight  and  qiiarrcll) 

My  brother  was  fore  wounded  in  a brail. 

So  that  it  feemd  his  life  was  in  fomc  parcll : 
Wherefore  he  gets  within  the  caftlewall. 

Both  y his  frend  might  know  & venge  his  quarrcll. 
And  other  needfull  things  may  be  procured, 

By  which  his  hurt  might  be  the  fooner  cured. 

Now  while  my  brother  ftaid  in  this  ill  ftate. 

His  friend  .Argeo  fomtime  abfent  thence, 

Tltis  woman  erly  vifitshim  and  late. 

And  offers  him  goodftorc  of  pounds  and  penccj 
Blithe  thatalwaycs  vJlany  did  hate. 

And  would  not  do  his  friend  fo  gre  at  offence, 
Thought(as  in  euill  cafes  is  the  beft) 

Of  two  great  mifchicucs  to  chufc  out  the  left. 
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He  mcanes  to  leaue  friendfhip  quire, 

And  get  him  home  againe  from  whence  he  came, 
Orhide  himfelfe  where  this  moft  wicked  wight. 
Shall  not  once  fee  his  face  nor  hcare  his  name; 
This,  though  it  grccu’d  him,as  it  ought  of  right. 
He  chufeth  as  a way  leffc  worthie  blame. 

Then  ycejding  to  herIuft,for  to  abufe  her. 

Or  to  her  louing  husband  to  accufc  her, 
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Whcrfore(though  ofhis  wound  both  faint  & wcakc) 
He  doth  refolue  topart  with  conftant  mindc. 

He  gets  him  thence,  and  not  a word  doth  Ipeake, 
Leaning  this  filthy  minded  beaft  behindc: 

But  fortune  ill  his  purpofc  good  doth  breake. 

And  altcrd  quite  the  courfe  he  had  defignde. 
Home  came  her  husband  finding  her  alone, 
Complayning  grieuoufly  and  making  monc. 
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Her  checks  with  tcares  all  blubberd  were  and  red. 
Her  looks  did  Ihcw  her  mindc  was  ill  apaid. 

Her  locks  all  tome  did  hang  about  her  hed. 

With  which  her  louing  husband  fore  affraid. 
Asked  her  oft  w hat  chance  fuch  change  had  bred, 
Till  at  the  length  the  wicked  wretch  thus  faid. 
With  Ipiteful  hart,with  wicked  voice  & trembling 
Paining  a caufe,the  caufeitfelfediffemblmg. 
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Alas  (quoth  fhe)  what  ftiould  I feckc  to  hide. 

My  wicked  aftandhaynous  deadly  linne. 

Which  though  from  you, and  all  the  world  befidc, 
I could  conccale,  yet  doth  the  foule  within. 

And  confciencc  grudge,  a burden  fuch  tobidc. 
So  as  the  inward  torment  I am  in, 

Paffeth  the  plague  orpcnance  far  away. 

That  mortall  man  vpon  my  finne  can  lay. 
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If  fo  a finne  of  right  you  may  it  name. 

That  one  is  forft  vnto  againft  her  will, 

But  thus  it  is,  your  friend  that  hethcr  came, 

(1  thinking  he  had  thought  nor  mentnone  ill) 
Enforced  me,  to  my  perpetuall  ftiame, 

Againft  all  lawes,  all  honeftie  and  skill ; 

And  doubting  that  I would  the  faft  bewray, 

Foi  thwith  he  gate  h im  hence  and  fled  away, 
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But  though  my  bodic  he  haue  fo  defilde. 

Yet  is  my  minde  from  finne  devoid  and  cleare, 
Onely  from  fight  of  men  1 am  exild, 

Nor  dare  I once  in  publike  place  appeare: 

This  faidjWith  thoufand  names ibe  him  reuild. 
So  that  that  the  tale  did  heare, 

Beleeued  it,  and  ftraight  withall  intended 
To  punifh  him  that  neuer  had  offended. 

He  takethhorfe  forthwith  and  foUowth  poft. 

All  on  reuengc  his  minde  w as  wholly  bent, 
Andjfor  heperfitelydidknow  the  coft. 

And  for  my  brother  faire  and  foftly  wenr. 

He  met  him  m an  houer  at  the  moll, 

Bidding  him  ftand  or  clfe  he  Ihould  be  fhent: 
My  brother  would  diffwade  him  if  he  might. 

But  all  in  vaine,  ^rgeo  needs  would  fight. 

The  tone  was  ftrong,  and  full  offrclh  difdaine. 

The  tocher  weake,and  loth  to  hurt  his  frend. 

So  that  himfelfc  defending  long  in  vaine. 

My  brother  was  conflraind  toyeeld  in  th’end: 
And  thus  atlafthe  prifnerdoth  remaine, 
Yeelding himfelfc  vnable  to  defend; 

Which  fccne,.>^r^eo  doth  furceafe  to  ftrike, 
Butlpcakcch  vnto  him  tliefe  words  or  like. 

God  neuer  let  my  heart  fo  farre  be  moued. 

With  rightfull  wrath,  that  I thy  bloud  Ihould  Ip  ill. 
Since  once  I thee  efteemed  well  and  louedj 
Whom  once  Iloued,  I will  neuer  kill: 

And  though  thy  adt  may  iullly  be  reproued. 

The  world  fliall  fee  my  goodnes  by  thine  ill. 

Be  it  in  loue,or  be  it  in  difdaine, 

1 will  be  found  the  better  of  the  twaine. 
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Another  meane  then  death  to  vfc  I minde. 

In  punilhing  this  finne  and  foule  mifdeed. 

This  faid  (with  willow  bands  he  there  d id  findc) 
He  makes  a hurdle  fit  to  feme  fuch  need: 

On  which  my  brothers  bodie  he  doth  binde. 

That  with  old  hurts  and  new  didfrefldy  bleed. 
And  to  his  caftell  he  doth  him  conuay. 

Meaning  to  keepe  him  there  a prifner  ay. 

Yet  though  with  him  a prifner  he  remaind. 

In  other  things  he  felt  no  lacke  nor  want, 

Saue  that  his  libertie  was  him  reftraind: 

Bu  t lo,  this  wretch  that  late  d id  him  fupplant. 
And  to  her  husband  fo  of  him  complaind, 
Thoughtflie  would  tricifhewouldyetrecant, 
And  (for  at  her  command  Ihe  had  the  kayes) 

She  goes  to  him,  and  thus,  to  him  Ihc  fayes. 
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Now  fir  (quoth  Ihe)  I truft  you  feelc  the  fmte. 

That  this  your  foolifli  conftancie  hath  wrought: 
Had  you  not  better  beene  to  graunt  thefute. 
That  I in  friendly  fort  fo  often  fought? 

You  fee  tis  vaine  to  argue  or  difpure. 

Say  what  you  can,you  are  a traitor  thought: 

And  he  to  whom  you  fhewd  fo  great  fidelitie. 
Imputes  to  you  treafon  and  infidelitie. 


1 tliinkc  both  for  your  eafe  and  reputation. 

You  had  beene  better  graunted  my  requefr. 

You  fee  you  haue  a foric  habitacion 
And  in  the  fame  for  cuer  lookc  to  reft. 

Except  you  chaunge  your  firft  determination. 
And  molhfie  your  ftonie  hearted breftj 
Which  if  you  yet  will  do  I do  affure  you. 

Both  libertie  and  credite  to  procure  you.  * 
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No  neuer  hope,  no  faid  Filandro , neuer, 

(So  my  vnhappic  brothers  name  they  call) 

In  vameto  chaunge  my  minde  you  do  endcuer, 
And  though  ^rgeo  caufcles  keepe  me  thrall. 

Yet  1 in  faith  and  troth  will  ftill  perfeucrj 
Suffifeth  me,  that  he  that  fcctli  all , 

Doth  know  mine  innoccncie  and  doth  fee  me. 
And  when  he  lilt  can  both  reward  and  free  me. 
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What  care  I though  the  world  of  me  thinke  ill, 

1 hope  another  world  will  make  amends, 

Yet  let  .'irgt'j  flay  me  if  he  will. 

Or  let  him  (as  it  feemethhe  entends) 

Though  wrongfully,  in  prifonhold  me  ftill, 

Yet  one  diiy  he  will  findc  he  hunshisfrends; 

And  know  by  proofe  how  he  hath  beene  beguild. 
When  truth  appearcs  , and  time  brings  forth  her 
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Yet  for  all  this,  this  woman  void  of  fhame, 

Ceafetli  no  whit,  Filaitdro  ftill  to  tempt. 

And  oftentimes  in  vaine  to  him  (he  came. 

And  cuer  cumes  repulft  and  witli  contempt. 

And  in  this  franrike  fancie  fhe  doth  frame, 

A thoufand  Heights  to  further  her  attempt: 

And  many  things  in  minde  fhe  dotli  reuolue, 

Er  vpon  any  one  flic  do  refolue. 
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Sixe  months  intyre  fhe  doth  her  fclfe  abfenr, 

Nor  euer  camcFiUnJn  to  entife: 

Which  made  him  hope,  that  flic  was  now  content 
To  ceafe  her  fuite,and  follow  his  aduife, 

Butloe  how  fortune  (that  is  euer  bent 
To  further  wicked  perfbns  in  their  vice) 

Doth  vnto  her  a fit  occ  afion  lend, 
Tobringherwickedluft  towofiili  end. 

There  had  bene  hate  and  enmitie  of  old, 

Betweene  her  husband  and  another  knight, 

M orando  cald,  who  often  would  be  bold, 

Kibuirgeo  abfent  were  a night, 

Thether  to  come  and  to  affaiilt  his  hold. 

Or  thereabout  to  dohimfome  defpite: 

But  if  he  were  at  home  then  all  that  whiles. 

He  came  not  neate  him  by  a dozen  miles. 

Wherefore  to  be  reueng’d  on  this  his  foe , 

That  often  did  him  wrong  and  great  outrage, 
^rgeo  giues  it  out  that  he  will  goc, 

Vnto  lerufalem  on  pilgrimage; 

And  from  his  houfe  difguyl  d he  parted  fo. 

In  fecret  fort,  withoiu  or  man,  or  page. 

And  cu’rie  night  comes  in  at  the  pofternc. 

That  none  but  fhe  his  comming  might  dilceme. 

Thus 
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Thus  all  the  day  he  wanders  all  about, 

In  woods,  in  groucs,  in  pafturcs  here  and  thither, 
Tofee  ifhc  could  firidc  Morattdo  out. 

That  in  his  abfcncc  vfed  to  come  hither : 

And  farre  he  ktepes  himfelfe  from  any  rout, 
Oncly  when  darkcncs  doth  obfeure  the  wether, 
Then  would  he  get  him  home,  a fecrct  way. 

Of  which  his  wife  did  keepc  a priiiie  kay. 
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Thus  all  but  (\^c,^rgeo  abfent  thought. 

By  w hich  his  wicked  wife  with  wonted  skill. 
Another  mcancs  and  new  occallon  fought. 

To  bring  to  pafleherfoule  vnbridled  will: 
Withwccping  cycs(hcrcyes  toweep  fhe  tought) 
And  all  with  tcarcs  her  bofome  (he  doth  fill. 
Then  came  fhe  to  my  brother  and  complained. 
That  (but  he  hclpe)  her  honour  would  be  ftained. 
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Nor  mine  alone,  but  mine to. 

Who  were  he  here  (quoth  Ihc)  I would  not  care: 
You  know  what  harme  Morando  wonts  to  do, 
V/hen  as  mine  husbands  abfence  makes  him  dare 
And  now  behold  the  caitiue  me  doth  wo. 

And  to  entrap  me  fets  full  many  a fnare, 

Offring  my  feruants  great  reward  and  hire. 

So  they  would  helpc  to  further  his  defire, 
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And  hearing  that./^r^<o  was  away, 

And  would  continue  fo,  no  little  (pace. 

He  came  within  the  caftlc  wall  to  day, 

(His  abfence  gauchim  fo  much  heart  of  grace) 
Where,  had  my  husband  bene  but  in  the  way. 

He  durftnotonely  not  haue  ftiewd  his  face. 

But  fure  he  would  not  haue  prefum'd  at  all. 

To  come  within  a kenning  of  the  wall. 

40 

And  what  by  meflage  he  before  had  done. 

Now  face  to  face  by  mouth  he  doth  the  fame. 

So  as  I hardly  know  which  way  to  Ihunne, 

That  which  to  do,would  breed  my  endleflc  blame 
Had  not  my  fugredfpeech  his  fauour  wonne, 
Faining  that  I my  will  to  his  would  frame. 

He  would  perforce  haue  had  his  foule  entenr. 
Which  now  he  hopes  to  get  by  my  afl’ent. 
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Ipromifthim(butpromifc  made  forfeare 
Is  void)and  I performance  neuer  ment, 

Onely  that  aft  I made  him  to  forbeare. 

Which  he  to  do  by  force,  was  fully  bent : 

Now  if  you  be  a friend, or  eutr  were, 

Vnto  jirgeo^you  may  this  preuent. 

Nor  onely  fane  mine  honour  thus  diftrelTcd, 

But  his  to  whom  luchloue  you  haue  prcfelfed. 
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Which  if  you  me  denic,  then  I may  fay. 

Not  honcftie,of  which  your  boftyou  malce, 
Butcruelticdidcaufeyou  fay  me  nay. 

And  of  my  fliitefofmall  regard  to  take: 

And  that  you  were  not  moued  any  way 
W ith  fr  iendfhips  rulc,or  for  ^rgeos  fake: 

Although  twbet  vs  it  might  haue  fecret  bcene ; 
But  now  my  Ihamc  muft  needs  be  known  & fccnc 
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Tufh  (quoth  Vilandro)  this  is  more  then  need. 

To  vfc  filch  circumftancc  in  fiich  a calc. 

As  I began  fo  meanc  I to  proceed. 

And  though  ^r^rohold  me  in  dilgrace, 

Yet  vnto  him  I not  impute  this  deed. 

But  readic  will  be  frill  m time  andplace. 

To  do  him  feruice  any  way  I may, 

Soyoubutfhewto  methcmcane  and  way. 
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Sir  then  (faid  fhe)  the  way  were  this,  to  kill 

Him  that  doth  leeke  my  husbands  fhame  & mine, 

Which  you  may  eaf’ly  do,  if  fb  you  will, 

A while  vnto  my  words  your  care  cnclinc: 

I haue  put  offhiscomming  hether,till 
It  be  betwixt  the  houres  of  ten  and  nine. 

What  time  I promifr  him  fo  to  prouidc. 

To  let  him  in,  fo  as  he  were  not  fpide. 
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Now  then  my  co unfell  is  that  you  do  fray. 

Here  in  my  chamber  vntill  I procure. 

Him  to  difarme  himfelfe,  fo  as  you  may. 

Slay  him  with  fmall  adoe  and  make  him  furci 
This  is(quoch  frie)the  onely  rcadic  way. 

And  lafefr  for  yourfelfe  I you  alTurc; 

To  this  dcuife  Filandro  doth  affent. 

Thinking  hereby  his  friends  hurt  to  preuent. 
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Now  more  and  more  approcht  the  curfTed  night. 

When  as  his  wife  (if  I a wife  may  call) 

This  hellifh  hagge  and  foule  infernallfpritc, 

Placeth  my  brother  arm’d,  behind  a wal. 

And  as  fhe  wiflit  cu’n  fo  it  fell  aright. 

For  ill  deuife  amiffe  doth  fcldome  fall:  Sexiintt, 

Her  husband  in  the  eii’ning  fomwhat  late, 

Enterdhis  caftle  at  the  pofterne gate.  ' 
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Filandro  at  one  blow  cuts  off  his  hed. 

Taking  him  for  Morando  in  exchange. 

She  frands  fafr  by  that  him  had  thither  led. 

Nor  fhewes  in  word  or  gefrurc  any  changej 
Mrgeo  there  remaincth  flaine  andded, 

Kild  by  his  hand  ( 6 chance  mofr  hard  & ftrangc) 

That  while  he  thought  friendly  to  do  him  good, 

Mofr  cruell  and  vnfriendly  fried  his  blood. 
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Now  when  this  feat  had  thus  bene  brought  to  pafle^ 

Gahrina  (fb  is  this  good  womans  name) 

That  doth  in  craft  the  fends  of  hell  furpafle, 

Vnto  my  brother  for  his  weapon  came. 

Which  he  deliuerdashispromife  was. 

And  that  once  done,  then  fhe  without  all  fhame, 

Prayes  him  to  take  in  hand  a lighted  candle, 

And  view  him  well,  whom  he  fo  ill  did  handle. 
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There  firfr  he  fawhow  he  had  kildhis  frend, 

A fight  that  made  him  at  the  heart  repent. 

And  fhe  afrefh  the  matter  to  amend, 

Threatend  except  he  would  toheraflenr. 

That  fhe  fhould bringhislifetofhamcfull  end^ 
Fortoaccufehim  of  thisfaft  fhe  ment:  ' 

Wifhing  him  tliough  his  life  he  did  defpife, 
TofhunneafriamefuU  death  ifhc  be  wife. 
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Fylandro  mazdjOnd  fulloffeare  did  Band, 

When  of  his  error  he  was  firft  aware, 

He  thought  at  firft  to  kill  her  out  of  hand. 

By  whom  he  was  intrapt  in  fuch  a fnarc, 

Biit  (he  had  got  his  weapons  in  her  hand. 

And  to  defend  her  felfe  did  ftraight  prepare ; 

But  fure  he  could  hauc  found  it  in  his  hart. 

By  pecccmeale  tohaue  tome  her  cu’rie  part, 
jr 

Like  as  a (hipin  midft  offeas  oppreft, 

Betweene  two  winds  that  do  togithcr  ftriue. 

Can  haue  no  time  of  refpite  or  of  reft, 

But  goes  what  way  the  ftronger  wind  doth  driuc: 
So  now  Filandro  doubting  which  was  beft. 

To  die,  or  in  fuchfort  to  bide  aliuet 

Stood  long  in  doubt,  and  neither  way  did  bend. 

Yet  cholc  the  worfer  bargain  in  the  end. 

Reafon  doth  open  lay  before  his  face, 

The  daunge^great  if  once  the  faft  were  knowne, 
Befide  the  infamie  and  great  dilgrace. 

That  would  about  the  world  of  him  be  blownc:  ' 
Furder  to  chufe  he  had  but  little  fpace. 

So  as  his  wit  and  fence  was  fcant  his  ownc; 

At  lafthe  doth  conclude  what  euer  come, 
Tofwallow  thisvnfau’rie  clioakingplonu' 

Wherefore  againft  his  will,  enforft  by  feare. 

He  promifeth  to  take  her  for  his  wife. 

And  vnto  her  he  folemnly  dothfweare, 

To  marrie  her  if  now  (he  faue  his  life : 

And  (for  it  was  not  fafe  to  tarrie  theare) 

When  once  tlie  murder  (hould  bepublilht  rife. 
He  turnes  vnto  the  place  where  he  was  borne, 
Leauing  behind  him  infamie  and  fcornc. 

And  ftill  he  carrid  in  his  penfiue  hart. 

His  friends  mi(hap,lamcnting  it  in  vainc. 

How  for  a iuft  reward  offuch  defart, 

A Trogne  and  Medea  he  did  gainc: 

Andfaue  hisoth  reftrainedhim  in  part, 

No  doubt  he  would  the  wicked  hagge  haue  flainc: 
But  yet  he  hated  her  like  toad  or  Ci^e, 

And  in  her  company  fmall  ioy  did  take, 

From  that  to  this  to  laugh,  or  once  to  fmile. 

He  was  not  (cene,his  words  and  looks  were  fad : 
W ith  often  fighes,  and  in  a little  while, 

He  grew  much  like  Clre/?«j,when  he  had 
Firft  flainc  his  father  by  his  mothers  guile. 

Then  her,  and  laftofallfellragingmad, 

Vexed  with  Iprits : fo  was  my  brothers  hed 
Vexed,  till  ficknes  made  liim  keepc  his  bed. 

But  when  this  curlTed  ftrumpet  plainly  (aw. 

How  fmall  delight  in  her  my  brother  tooke, 

She  doth  her  feruent  loue  from  liim  withdraw. 
And  in  (hort  (pace  thatfancie  (he  forfooke; 

And  laftly  (he  refolues  againft  all  law. 

So  foonc  as  (lie  can  fit  occaflon  looke. 

To  bring  FiUndros  life  to  wofull  end. 

And  after  her  firft  husband  him  to  fend. 


An  old  Phifition  full  of  falfc  deceit. 

She  findeth  out  moft  fit  for  (uch  a feat. 

That  better  knew  to  giue  a poyfond  bait, 

Then  for  to  cure  withherbes  orholfome  meat; 
Him,  that  for  gainc  moft  greedily  doth  wait. 

By  prefers  large  (he  quickly  doth  entreat, 

To  take  vpon  him  this  vngracious  cure, 

Witli  poylbnd  cup  to  make  her  husband  fure.' 
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Now  while  my  felfe  was  by,  and  others  more. 

This  old  Phifition  came  to  him  cr  long, 

And  brought  a cuppe  in  which  waspoyfon  (lore. 
Saying  It  cordiall  was,  to  make  him  ftrong, 
Butloe,G<»ir;>,a  that  dcuifd  before. 

Fu  n in  tlieprife6fwrong,to  do fomc  wrong, 
Before  Fi/Wroofthc  cuppe  did  taft, 

Stept  twixt  the  Leach  and  him,  in  no  final  haft. 
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And  taking  in  her  hand  againft  his  will. 

The  cup  in  which  the  poyfond  dnnke  was  plaft, 
Doftor  (quoth  (lie)  you  muft  not  take  it  ill, 
Thatl  require  you  firft  the  drinke  to  taft, 

I will  not  hauc  my  husband  drinke,  vntill 
You  hauc  your  felfe  before  him  tane  the  taft: 

1 will  (faid  Ihe)  be  certaine  by  the  rood. 

That  this  you  giue  him,  hollomc  is  and  good. 

60 

Nowinwhatpickcll  thinkeyou  was  the  leach? 

The  time  was  fliortto  take  afoundaduile. 

He  might  not  vfc  perlwafion  nownoripeach. 

He  durft  not  tell  how  (he  did  him  entile. 

Nor  could  he  gueffe  what  was  herein  her  reach. 
To  make  him  taft,  fitft  of  the  poyfond  (pice: 
Wherefore  to  take  a taft  he  thought  it  beft, 

And  then  he  giues  my  brother  ail  the  reft. 

61 

Euen  as  a hawke  that  hath  a partridge  truft. 

In  griping  talents,  fits  and  plumes  the  fame. 

Oft  by  a dogge  whom  (lie  doth  not  miftruft. 

Is  kild  her  felfe  and  reaued  of  her  game: 

So  this  Phfition  gracelelTe  and  vniuft, 

While  he  to  greed  ie  gainc  his  mindc  doth  frame. 
Was  vfd  by  her,  eu’n  as  he  well  deferued. 

And  fo  I wi(h  aU  fiich  Phificions  ferued. 

The  poore  old  man  that  felt  his  ftomake  ake, 

Began  to  take  hisleaue  and  homward  halted, 
Thinkina  fome  ftrong  Antydoton  to  take, 
Againft  the  poyfond  cuppe  he  lately  tailed; 

She  (wcarcs  his  home  returne  hemay  not  make. 
While  th’opcration  ofthepocionlafted: 

And  that  (he  will  fee  plainly  cr  he  goe. 

Whether  it  do  her  husband  good  ornoe. 

By  humble  fiiit  and  offers  he  doth  trie. 

That  with  her  lycens  he  may  thence  depart. 

But  all  was  vainc,  his  fuit  (he  doth  denie; 

Now  had  the  liquor  wcUny  touchthis  hart. 
Wherefore  perceiuing  plainly  he  muft  die. 

He  doth  the  fecret  to  vs  all  impart: 

Thus  to  liimfelfe  he  did  the  fame  at  laft, 

Which  ofthe  did  to  others  in  time  paft. 
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And  ftraiglit  in  little  TpaJe  nv/  ihcj  dyde. 

And  after  him  dyde  thisf"  ftlfePhifition. 

We  that  had  heard  aiu'  t^v  emattertride, 
Ofwhich  my  fclfc  be'  , hadiime  lufpition  j 
Both  hand  and  foot  c thenthis  monftcr  tyde. 
Bringing  her  vn;  , h as  had  commiflion. 

Where  her  cot  on,andouraccufation. 

Made  thciii  1^  ounce  her  doome  of  condemna- 

6^  (tion. 

Thus  in  the  g .Jnfef.tcts  flic  was  laid, 

Adi^dged  bebuimedataftake. 

This  (fh  •ieknrt^it)&more  he  would  haue  faid 
How  flic  ay-f^andhowflieprifon  brake. 

But  fo'  K4,itcd,  as  they  were  afFraid, 

He  we  !d  haue  (bunded  as  thofc  words  he  ({lakc: 
Whc\,rorcriis  page  him  to  his  horfe  doth  lift, 
AnUjicn  to  bindc  his  wounds  they  make  a fiiift. 

66 

'Tl'f  I Zerhin  cookc  his  leauc  and  makes  a skufe, 

T .lat  he  had  hurt  the  knight  in  her  defence, 

■aying  that  he  had  done,  as  is  the  vfe, 

/Ofauc  his  charge  from  damage  and  offence: 

/ nd  y thenceforth  with  him  he  would  haue  t ruce, 
iliis  faidjhc  tooke  his  leaue  and  parted  thence, 
Proniifing  him  with  words  of  great  ciuillitie. 

To  further  him  vnto  his  beft  abillitie. 

d7 

Sir  ((aid  the  knight)for  this  I do  you  thanke. 

And  wi(h  you  of  that  woman  to  beware. 

Left  chat  (he  ferucyou  fomc  fuch  flipper  pranke. 
As  may  procure  your  farther  woe  and  care: 


167 

For  hard  fliall  any  feape  from  daungcr  franke, 
That  in  her  company  longfcafon  arc; 

Gabrina.  filcnt  all  the  while  (lands  by. 

For  hard  it  is  to  prouc  the  truth  a lye. 

68 

Thus  hence  they  part,  and  for  his  promife  fake, 
Zerbin  at  her  commandment  doth  attend, 
Wifliing  in  heart,  the  diuell  might  her  take. 
Though  with  his  hand  he  muft  her  ftill  defend; 
And  thofclaft  words  thcknight  of  Holland  (palte, 
Giuing  him  warning  of  the  curlTcdfend, 

Filled  his  mindc  with  fo  great  griefe  and  fpight. 
That  now  he  fcant  could  well  abide  her  fight. 

69 

And  this  fame  old  and  weather  beaten  trot, 
Perceiuing  how  Zerbim  was  inclind, 

Would  not  onceyeeld  or  be  behind  a iot, 

In  (pitefuU  wifliing,  nor  in  euill  mind : 

Her  eye  and  tongue  and  looke  conccale  it  nor. 
Nor  yet  her  deeds  as  after  he  did  findc. 

Thus  in  this  harmony  and  concord  good. 

It  was  their  hap  to  trauell  through  the  wood. 

70 

Now  when  the  time  approched  ncare  to  night. 
They  heard  a noyfe  of  buftling  and  of  blowes, 
Caufde  as  they  gueffed  by  fpm  e brail  or  fight. 

But  where  it  was  yet  neither  of  them  knowes, 
Zetbim  longed  much  to  fee  the  fight. 

And  thethcr  wards  in  no  (mall  haft  he  goes. 

And  in  no  lc(rc,G4(>r/»<*  makcch  after. 

As  flialbc  (hewdyou  more  at  large  hereafter. 


Amoreneceff(iriemoYaU(a$I  tI>irAf)camot  be  found  for  ottr  agetve  noit)  Iwe  in^then  that,  with  which  th'nbool^  begins: 
namely,  of  the  keeping  of  faith,  and  promife , which  etdn  among  T urkps  and  heathen  Thdofophers  hath  bene  religion  fly  l<pph, 
and  yet  among  ys  that  call  our  felues  chriflians  , and  boafl  of  an  extraordinarie  light  of  the  Gofliel , is  often  moji  hreligioufly 
broken : fo  that  as  Quid  {aith  of  his  time  in  ironical!  manner, 

Aurcanunc  vere  funtfccula,  plurimus  auro 
Yenic  honos,  auro  conciliatur  amor; 

1 n Engli/h  tines. 

This  may  indeed,  be  call’d  the  age  of  gold. 

Honour,  and  lone  and  all,  for  it  is  (bid. 

So  may  1 fay, this  is  a notable  time  for  cr  edit  e, for  now  generally  (euen  with  flme  of tlse  better fort ) mens  words  be  cugoodat 
their  obligations ; namely,  neither  of  both  worth  the  takfngfor  a farthing.  Seco)idly,in  Filandro  We  may  note  a Jpeciallgood 
nature  and  inclination,  that  would  rather  abandon  a place  which  he  lik^d  yerie  wtU,then  either  breake  the  lawes  ofjriendfljip 
and  hoflitalitie  ■,  or  accufe  the  wife  to  her  husband.  I n his  killing  Argeo,  and  ad  the  tragical!  proceedings  of  tise  wickpd  Ga- 
brina, we  may  note  monflrotts  ejfeUs  cfan  ynhridled  ajfeilion  in  a mifihieuous  woman, that  killed  both  her  htsdiands,  and 
laflly  theVhifition,  and  fill  continuedworkingfrejh  mifehiefe  till  her  death,  as  after folbweth. 

OrcftcSjwfc  JIM  hefpak^  of  in  the  y ^.flafle  ofth:s  1 1 .book^  was fonne  of  Agamemnon, wbo  beingflain  by  thetrecherie  of  Hiftorie, 
his  wife  Cly  temneftra,  Orefies  in  reuengetheroflflled  his  mother  , and  after  that , was  himfilfe  tormented  with  furies,  or 
rather  withhUconflience for  fo  horrible  an  a6l,  and  fo  fell  mad,  and  was  healed  againe-,  and  after, that  mtable  accident  of 
Pilades  and  him  fell  out. 

Simon  Fornarie  ajflrmeth  that  in  this  tale  of  Gdbxinn, my  author  doth  allude  to  a woman  oflikflewdneffejyuing  in  his  Allufion, 
time,  and  by  Argeo  and  Filandro  to  be  ment  two  Gentlemen  ofTflaples-,  but  the  truth  is,  the  tale  is  almofi  yerbatim  , tabpn 
out  of  fi^u]eius^o]den  Affc.Specially  for  that  part  of  theVhifition : Sedvxor  qu2  iam  pridem  nomen  vxoris  cum 
fide  pcrdiderar,medicum  conuenit  quendam  nota:  perfidi^  qui  iam  multarum  pdmarum  (peftatus  prslijs, 
tnagna  dextrx  fua  trophoea  numerabac,  as  l before  noted  on  the  ^j.ftajfe. 

The  end  of  the  notes  of  the  ai  • booke. 
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THE  ARGVMENT. 

Afiolfo  doth  dt^oltie  the  chatTnedplace, 
And,Jpj/te  ofAtlaaty  fits  hisfrifners free: 

Br  adamant  fees  andknowes  %j)geros face: 

T 0 helpe  an  vnhnotvne  knight  they  craned  he ; 

Bnt  by  the  way  %ogero  in  fhort  jpace, 
Subdewdfonre  knights, of  good  worth  and  degree, 
T hat  were  by  Pynabel  inprifon  hild, 
fVhom  Br adamant  with  infi  reuengment  kfld. 


16^ 


X 

E courtly  dames,  that  arc 
t'i  both  kind  and  true, 
Vntoyourloues,  ifkindc 
and  true  be  any. 

As  furc  I am  in  all  your 
lonely  cruc, 

Offo  chart  minde,  there 
arc  not  oner  many; 

Be  not  difplcafd  with  this 
that  doth  enfue. 

For  neither  muft  1 1 eauc  it,  neither  can  I, 

And  beare  with  me  for  that  I faid  before. 

When  on  Gabrina  I did  raile  fo  fore. 

■ a ■ - 

Ovid  Torcite  Mine  crncft  words,  nor  yet  her  great  offence, 

ftucarumdtf-  Cannot  obfeurein  honour  and  clcarc  fame, 
fwtdcre  ermtna  xhofe  few,  whole  fj)otleire  hues  want  no  defence^ 

tntmntt.  Whom  hatenorenuieno  way  can  defame: 

ludai  Ifeariot.  He  that  his  marter  fold  for  thirtie  pence. 

To  John  nor  Pefer  breeds  no  blot  nor  blame: 
Hiptrmefiraont  NormcnofH</’«rmfnr4  worfehaue  thought, 
efthe  soSiftert.  Although  her  lifters  were  vnehaft  and  nought. 

JjooktinthtStO-  J 

fjeoftbnbtvki,  Foronethatinthisvcrlel  Ihalldifpraifc, 

Driu’n  by  the  courfe  of  this  my  prefent  ftorie, 
Hunderds  there  are  whom  I entend  to  praife. 
And  magnifie  their  well  deferued  gloric, 

If  this  then  be  offenfiue  any  wayes, 

Toall  or  any,I  can  be  butforie: 

Now  of  the  Scottilh  prince  a word  or  two, 

That  heard  a noifejand  went  forthwith  thereto. 

4 - ' 

Betweene  two  mountaines  in  a lliadie  dale, 

He  doth  defeend  that  way  the  noy  fe  him  led. 


But  when  he  came  hefaw  vpon  the  vale, 

A Baron  lately  llaine  and  newly  dcd. 

But  er  1 enter  further  in  this  tale, 

I firft  muft  tell  you  how  afiolfo  Iped; 

Whom  late  I left  in  that  moft  curfled  cittle. 
Where  women  murther  men  without  all  pittie. 

I told  you  how  his  home  with  mightie  blaft, 
Notonely  all  his  foes  had  driuen  away, 

B ut  alfo  made  his  friends  lo  fore  agaft. 

As  not  the  ftowteft  of  them  there  du  rft  ftay: 
Wh^efore  (I  faid)  he  was  conftraind  at  laft, 
Hon^/ard  alone  to  get  him  on  his  way. 
Forthwith  onRabicano  he  doth  mount. 

An  horfe  of  which  he  makes  no  fmaJl  account* 

6 

His  home  that  ferues  him  ftill  at  all  alTayes, 

He  carries  with  him  and  hislearned  booke, 

Firft  by  Armenia  he  goes  his  wayes. 

Then  Brtifia  and  the  way  of  Thrafe  be  tooke. 

So  that  within  thefpace  oftwentiedayes. 

The  ftreame  Danubio  he  quite  forfboke: 

Then  from  Boemia  ward  he  doth  decline, 

Vnto  Franconya  and  the  ftreame  of  Rhyne. 

7 

Then  through  Ardennas  wood  to  Aquis  graue. 

And  thence  to  Flanders  where  he  fhipping  found 
What  ume  a Northcaft  winde  did  blow  fo  braue, 
Asfet  him  foone  in  fight  of  Enelilh  ground: 

So  that  no  whit  annoyd  with  winde  nor  wane. 

His  natiue  foile  rccciu’d  him  fafe  and  found: 

He  taketh  horfe,  and  er  the  funne  was  do'.vnc. 

At  London  he  arriu’d  the  chiefeft  towne. 


fteemuttha 
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Here  at  his  firft  arriuall  ftraight  he  hcares. 

How  that  the  Tiirkes  faire  Tarn  did  befeege. 
And  how  his  fire  (a  man  well  ftrokc  iityearcs) 
Was  there,  and  fent  for  aid  to  raifc  the  feege: 
And  how  of  late  the  Lords  and  chiefeft  pearcs. 
Were  gone  with  new  fupplics  to  helpc  their  leege. 
But  little  ftay  he  makes  thefe  words  once  hard. 
But  taketh  ihip  againe  to  Callicc  ward. 

9 

And  for  the  winde  ferii’d  then  not  vcric  well. 

They  were  by  force  thereof  borne  quite  afide. 

So  that  the  mafterfcanthimfclfc  could  tell, 

What  courfe  he  held,  they  were  borne  downc  lb 
Y et  at  the  laft  fo  luckie  it  befell,  (wide. 

Within  a kenning  they  fomc  land  had  fpidc. 

And  drawing  ncare  they  found  the  townc  of  Roan 
Where  prelcndy  the  duke  tooke  land  alone. 

10 

And  crofling  through  a wood  when  time  drew  ncare 
That  neither  day  could  well  be  cald  nor  night. 

He  hapt  to  finde  a criftal  Ipring  and  cleare. 

And  by  the  fide  thereof  he  did  alight. 

Thinking  to  quench  his  thirft  and  reft  him  heare, 
As  in  a place  ofpleafure  and  delight, 

He  ties  his  horfe  vnto  a tree  and  thinketh, 
Tohaue  him  tarrie  fafe  there  while  he  drinketh, 

11 

Many  things  hap  betweene  the  lip  and  cup. 

For  fcant  ^flolfoyct  had  wet  his  lip. 

But  from  a buih  a villaine  ftarted  vp, 

Vntide  the  horfe,  and  on  his  backe  doth  skip; 

The  duke  fcant  hauing  tafted  yet  a fup. 

Finding  himfelfe  thustane  in  fucha  trip. 

Forgets  to  drmke,  and  followcs  in  a rage. 

Wrath  and  not  water  doth  his  thirft  aflwage. 

12 

The  little  villaine  that  the  horfe  had  got, 

(Like  one  that  did  in  knauilh  pranks  delight) 
Although  he  might  haue  run,  yet  did  it  not, 
Becaufe  ^Tlolfo  Ihould  not  leefe  his  fight: 

But  with  falfc  gallop,  or  a gentle  trot. 

He  leads  the  duke  vnto  that  place  aright. 

Where  many  knights  and  Lords  of  high  degree, 
Without  a prifon,morc  then  prifnersbe. 

utjfolfoy  though  his  armour  doth  him  cumber. 

Yet  fearing  leaft  he  might  arriue  to  late. 

In  following  the  villaine  doth  not  flumber  , 
Vntillhe  came  within  the  pallace  gate. 

Where  (as  I faid)  of  Lords  no  little  number. 

Were  wandi  ing  vp  and  downe  in  ftrange  eftatc: 
^fiolfo  of  their  prefence  doth  not  force. 

But  runneth  vp  and  downe  to  finde  his  horfe. 

14 

The  craftie  villaine  was  in  no  place  found. 

Though  many  a homely  place  for  him  was  fought 
Yet  ftiU  the  duke  doth  fetch  the  pallace  round. 

And  for  his  beaft  he  takes  no  little  thought; 

At  laft  hegueftit  was  enchaunted  ground. 

And  as  by  LogefliU/t  he  was  tought, 

He  tooke  his  booke  and  fercheth  in  the  table, 
Howtodiflblue  the  place  he  might  be  able. 


If 

Straight  in  the  index  for  it  he  doth  lookc. 

Of  pallaces  framd  by  fuch  ftraunge  illufion 
Among  the  rcft,of  this(fo  faith  the  booke)  ^ 
That  it  Ihould  neuer  come  vnto  confufion, 
Vntill  a certaine  ftone  away  were  tooke. 

In  which  a fprite  was  kept  by  ftraunge  inclufion 
And  if  he  did  but  lift  the  thrcfhold  ftone,  ^ 

The  goodly  houfe  would  vanifli  and  be  gone. 

The  duke  not  doubting  now  of  good  fiicceffc, 
Gothe  to  the  threftiold  where  the  ftone  was  laic 
And  which  it  was  he  prcfently  doth  guefle. 

And  then  by  force  to  moue  it  he  alfaid ; 

But  ^tlant,  that  expe  Aed  nothing  Icfle, 

Seeing  his  bold  attempt,  was  fore  affraid, 

And  ftraight  anhunderdmeaneshe  doth  deuife. 
Tohinder  liim  from  this  bold  enterprife. 

17 

He  makes  the  duke, by  this  his  diuellifh  skill. 

To  feeme  of  diuers  fliapcs  vnto  the  reft. 

To  one  a dwarfe,  of  face  and  fauour  ill. 

To  one  a gyant,  to  a third  a beaft, 

And  all  their  hearts  with  hatred  he  doth  fill, 
Tlrinking  by  them  the  duke  Ihould  be  diftreft: 
Seeming  to  cu’rie  one  of  them  the  fame. 

After  which  ech  into  the  pallace  came. 

18 

Behold  Kpgero  ftout,  and  Brandimarty 
Trafildo^Bradamantyrndothcvs  moe. 

Set  on  ^fiolfo,  all  with  cm  ell  hart, 

Bent  to  reuenge  themfelues  as  on  their  foe ; 

But  with  his  home  the  duke  then  plaid  his  part. 
And  brought  their  loftie  ftomakes  fomwhat  low: 
Had  not  the  home  procurd  him  this  exemption. 
No  doubt  the  duke  had  dyde  without  redemption 

For  when  they  heard  the  ftraunge  and  feareful  blafl: 
They  forced  were  for  feare  away  to  runne. 

As  fearefull  Pigeons  flie  away  agaft. 

When  men  do  ring  a bell  or  fhoot  a gunne: 

The  Sorcerer  himfelfe  was  not  the  laft. 

That  fought  by  flight  the  feareful  noife  to  fhunn* 
Yea  fuch  it  was,  that  neither  rat  nor  moufe, 
Durft  tarrie  in  the  circuit  of  the  houfe. 

20 

Among  the  other  horfe  that  brake  their  bands. 

Was  B^hican  of  whom  before  I told. 

Who  by  good  hap  came  to hands. 

Who  was  full  glad  when  of  him  he  had  hold ; 

Alfo  Bsgtros  Griffith  horfe  there  ftands, 

Tydc  in  a chaine  whofe  linkes  were  beaten  gold. 
The  duke  (as  by  his  booke  he  had  bene  tought, 
Diftroyed  quite  the  houfe  by  magike  wrought. 

21 

I do  not  doubt  bu  t you  can  call  to  minde. 

How  good  Bggero  loft  this  ftatcly  beaft. 

What  time  Angelica  his  eyes  did  blindc. 

Denying  moft  vnkindly  his  requeft; 

The  horfe  that  fored  fwifter  then  the  wind^ 

Went  backe  to  ^tlant  whom  he  loued  beft. 

By  whom  he  had  bene  of  ayoung  one  bred. 

And  diligently  taught,  and  coftly  fed. 
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Glad  was  tliis  Englifli  duke  offucli  a pray, 

As  one  thac  was  to  trauell  greatly  bent. 

And  in  the  world  was  not  abetter  way. 

For  him  to  feruc  his  purpofe  and  intent; 
Wherefore  he  meaneth  not  to  let  him  ftray. 

But  takes  him  as  a thing  from  heau’n  him  fent : 
For  longer  this  hehadofhimfuchproofc. 

As  well  he  knew  what  was  for  his  bchoofe. 

Now  being  full  refolu’d  to  take  in  hand, 

T o trail  ell  round  about  the  world  fo  wide, 

And  vifitc  many  a fca,and  many  a land, 

As.none  had  done,nor  euer  {houldbefidc; 

Only  one  care  his  purpofe  did  withftand. 

Which  caufd  him  yet  a little  time  to  bide. 

He  doth  bethinke  him  oft  yet  doth  not  know* 

On  whom  his  Rabicano  to  beftow. 
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Loth  he  would  be  that  fuch  a ftately  fteed. 

Should  by  a peafant  be  pofleft  or  found. 

And  though  of  him  he  flood  then  in  no  need. 

Yet  had  he  care  to  haue  him  fafe  and  found. 

In  hands  of  fuch  as  would  him  kcepe  and  feed; 
While  thus  he  thought  &lookt  about  him  round: 
Ofihu j/cu  ihall  Next  day  a while  before  the  lunhe  was  fet, 

ftemoretvtht  A champion  all  in  armes  vnwares  he  met. 

II. 

But  firfll  meane  to  tell  you  what  became. 

Of  good  J^ogero  and  his  Bradamant, 

Who  when  againc  vntothemfelues  they  came. 
The  pallace  quite  deftroyd,of  old  AtUnt: 

Ech  knew  and  call’d  the  other  by  their  name. 

And  of  all  courtefies  they  were  not  fcant. 
Lamenting  much  that  this  enchaunted  pallace. 
Had  hinderd  them  fo  long,  fuch  ioy  and  follacc. 

2(5 

The  noble  maid  to  ftiewherlelfe  as  kind. 

As  might  become  a virgin  wife  nndfage. 

Doth  in  plaine  termes,  plainly  declare  her  mind. 
Namely,  that  (he  his  loucs  heatc  will  alTwage, 
And  vnrohim  herfelfc  inwedlockebind. 

And  fpend  with  him  all  her  cnfcwing  age. 

If  to  be  chriflned  firft,hc  were  content. 

And  afterward  to  aske  her  friends  confent. 
i7 

But  he  that  would  not  onely  not  refufe. 

To  chaunge  his  life,  for  his  belouedsfake. 

But  alfo  ifthechoife  were  his  to  chufe. 

To  leefehis  life  and  all  the  world forfakc; 
Anfwcrd  her  tlius,  my  deere  what  ear  enfues, 

I will  performe  what  here  I vndertakc, 

• Tobebaptifdinwater  orinfire, 

1 will  confent,  if  it  be  your  defire. 
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This  faid,he  goes  from  thence  with  full  intent. 

To  take  vpon  him  chriflend  flate  oflife. 

After  which  done  he  moft  fincerely  ment. 

To  aske  her  of  her  father  for  a wife; 

To  a religious  houfe  their  courle  they  bent. 

As  in  thofe  dayes  were  in  thofe  places  rife : 
Where  men  deuout,did  liue  with  great  frugalitic 
And  yet  for  ftraungers  kept  good  holpitalitie. 
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But  erthey  came  to  that  religious  place. 

They  met  a damfel  ful  ofhcauy  cheare, 

Thac  had  with  tearcs  bedewed  all  her  face, 

Yet  in  thofe  teares  great  beautie  did  appeare, 

'Rsgero  that  had  cucrfjieciall  grace. 

In  courteous  aft s and  fpcach,whe  fhe  came  near,. 
Asked  of  her  what  daungers  or  what  feares, 

Mou’d  herfo  much  to  make  her  fried  fuch  tearcs, 

3° 

Sir  (file  replies)  the  caufeof  this  my  griefe, 

Is  not  for  fcare  ordaungcr  of  mine  ownc. 

But  for  good  will,  and  for  compafrlon  chiefc. 

Of  a young  knight,  whofe  name  is  yet  vnknownc; 
Who  ifhe  haue  not  great  and  quicke  rcliefc. 

Is  iudg’d  into  the  fier  to  be  throwne. 

So  great  a fault  they  fay  he  hath  committed. 

That  doubt  it  is  it  will  not  be  remitted. 

, 3* 

The  fault  was  this,  there  was  good  will  betwcenc 
Him  and  the  daughter  of  the  prince  of  Spaine; 
And  left  his  loue  fhouldbc  difcride  andfeene. 

He  finely  doth  himfelfc  a woman  fainc. 

And  went  andfpake  as  ifhe  had  fobeene. 

And  thus  heplaid(to  tell  the  matter  plaine) 

The  maid  in  fliew,thc  man  in  deed  fo  well. 

That  in  awhile  he  made  her  belly  fwcll. 

, 3^ 

But  out  alas,  what  can  fb  fccretbe. 

But  out  it  will  when  wcdoleaftfiifpcft? 

For  pofts  haue  earcs,  and  waUs  haue  eyes  to  fee, 
Dumbe  beaft  and  byrds  haue  coungs,  ill  to  deteft: 
Firfl  one  had  found  it  ouc,then  two  or  three, 
Andlookc  how  fire  doth  crccpe,that  men  ncgleft 
So  this  report  from  mouth  to  mouth  did  fpring. 
Till  at  the  lafl  it  came  vnto  the  king. 
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The  king  ftraight  fends  a truftie  feruant  thether. 
Who  making  fearch  when  they  two  were  in  bed, 
Found  out  the  troth.Sc  tookc  them  both  together, 
Found  him  a man,  and  found  her  belly  fped: 
Away  they  carride  her  I know  not  whether. 

Away  vnto  the  prifon  he  was  led, 

And  muft  bebumd  this  day  or  elfc  to  morrow. 
The  thought  whereof  doth  moue  my  mind  to  fbr- 

34  (row. 
This  made  me  purpofely  to  comefrom  thence. 

Rather  then  fee  one  offo  comly  fhape, 

Puniftit  fo  friarply  for  this  fmalJ  offence. 

As  if  it  were  for  murder  or  for  rape : 

Nor  any  hope  could  finke  into  my  fence. 

How  it  were  pofliblc  for  him  tofeape: 

And  who  could  fee  or  thinke  without  compafrlon 
A fine  young  youth  marcyrd  in  lb  vile  fafhion? 

Twas  flraunge  to  thinke  how  nye  this  tale  did  touch 
The  noble  Bradamants  tender  hart, 

Itfeemd  fhe  pittyd  this  mans  flate  as  much,  ’ 

As  if  her  brother  had  playd  fuch  a pan: 

Some  caufe  there  was  to  make  her  fanfie  fuch. 
As  afterward  at  large  I fhall  impart: 

And  ftraight  fhe  makes  this  motion  y tliey  twainc 
tdighefane  this  wofull  youth  from  being  flainc. 

P iif 
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J^og^wmiich  commends  her  noble  mind. 

And  to  the  mourning  damfell  thus  they  faid, 

We  both  are  to  this  enterprifc  enclind. 

If  fortune  ferue,  we  will  the  young  man  aid. 

But  when  they  law  that  ftill  flie  mournd  & whindc 
Tulh  (quoth  ceafe  to  be  affraid, 

Tis  more  then  time  that  we  were  going  hence. 
Force, and  not  tearcs  muft  feme  for  his  defence. 


That  veric  night  came  to  thchoufe  by  chance, 
Foure  valient  knightes  as  cucr  armor  bare. 

To  fight  on  horfe, or  foot, with  fword  or  lance. 
Few  with  the  worftofthem  might  well  comparcj 
Thefe  four  e I fay  were  firft  that  led  this  dance, 
being  by  night  furprifed  vnaware. 

Griffin  and^5'w/<*nf,andS'iWj/onff, 

And  Guydon  S<r«<»^^,skant  a man  as  yet. 


Thefe  comfortable  words  ^gero  fpake, 
loynd  to  his  warlike  looke  and  manly  fhoe, 

Caufd  herfome  heart  of  grace  forthwith  to  take. 
Yet  ftill  fhc  doubts  which  way  were  befttogoe, 
Not  that  fhe  feard  the  right  way  to  miftake. 

For  all  the  wayes  flie  perHtly  did  know. 

To  turne  the  way  fhe  came  Ihe  was  afliraid. 

Left  in  the  waie  they  haply  might  be  ftaid. 

There  are  quoth  fhe  two  waies  vnto  the  place. 

Of  which  the  tone  is  eafic,faire,and  plainc. 

The  tother  fowle,and  far  the  greater  fpace. 

Yet  at  this  time,thc  fafer  of  the  twaine. 

But  yet  I fcarc, except  God  fend  more  grace. 

That  ere  we  tliithcr  comedic  may  be  flaine: 

Thus  flood  this  damfell  ftill,  notlitle  mufing, 
Betweene  the  nearer  way,  and  fafer  chufing. 
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i{ogero  that  was  refolute  and  flout. 

Ask  t her  what  reafon  mou’d  her  to  pcrlwadc, 
them  two  to  take  the  farther  waie  about. 

And  flraightway  fhe  to  them  this  anfwcrc  made, 
Forfooth(faid  fhe)thc  caufe  that  moues  my  doubt 
Is  tliisjl  feare  thatfome will  youinuadc. 

By  mcancs  that  Vinnabel  (^Anfelmtts  fonne) 

Hath  here  oflatc  a cuftorae  lewd  begunne. 
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Namely  thatwhofoeuer  thatwaie  ride, 

Ofwhat  eftatefoeuer  or  degree, 

Muftleefc  their  horfes  firft,  and  then  befide, 
Mufl  of  their  clothes  and  rayment  Ijioiled  be. 
Foure  vahent  youths  of  ftrengch,&  courage  tride. 
Are  fworne  to  this,  fo  that  no  he  nor  fhe. 

Can  paffe  that  way  without  this  euill  payment. 
That  he  muft  weapons  leefe,  and  fhc  her  raiment 

41 

The  cuflome  is  as  yet  but  three  daics  oldc. 

By  Tinnabello  and  his  wife  deuifed, 

Who  meeting  hap’ly  (as  I heard  it  toldc) 

A knight,or  one  in  knightly  clothes  difguifed. 
With  whome  a woman  vgly  to  behold. 

And  by  this  couple  fcorned  and  defpifed, 

Tinhabel  had  the  worfer  of  the  quarrcll. 

His  wife  was  lpoyld,ofhorfc  andofapparell, 

41 

This  fpite  enraged  fo  the  womans  mindc, 
Thatwifhingtoreucnge,norknowinghow, 

Yet  wrath  and  folly  fo  her  fence  doth  blinde 
That  ftraight  fhe  makes  afoolifh  follemne  vow, 
And  he  that  was  to  euill  deedes  enclinde. 

No  Icffe  then  fhedoth  of  the  fame  allow: 

The  vow  was  this,  for  ange  r of  this  foile, 

A thoufand  others  in  like  fort  to  Ipoile, 
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Thefe  foure  in  fhew  he  gently  entertained. 

Making  them  friendly  countenance  and  cheare,' 
V/ith  courteous fpeech,  Sc  friendly  maner  fained. 
As  if  he  lou’d  them  well, and  held  them  dearc : 
But  while  fecurethey  in  their  beds  remained. 
When  the  fonne  rifing  now  approched  nearc. 

He  did  befet  the  lodging  where  they  lay, 

And  tooke  tlieir  armor  and  their  clothes  away. 

4? 

Further  he  bound  them  in  that  prefent  place. 

Both  hand  and  foote  as  if  they  prifnets  were. 

And  ere  he  did  thofe  caufeleflc  bonds  vnlace. 

He  makes  them  folcmnly  to  vow  andfweare, 

To  keepe  this  order  for  a twcluemonths  (pace, 
Thatwhofoeuer  hapncdtocome  there. 

They  foure  endeuor  fhould  with  all  their  forces. 
To  take  away  their  raiment  and  their  horfes. 

4« 

To  this  by  fblemne  oth  are  fworne  they  foure, 
Conflraind  thereto , by  this  their  cniell  hofl. 

And  though  herewith  they  were  offended  fore. 

Yet  mufl  they  fwearc,for  feare  of  farther  coft  : 
Alkeadie  notfofewastwifeafcorc, 

Their  horfes  and  their  furniture  haue  loft. 

And  none  as  yet  fo  able  hath  bene  found. 

But  one  of  thefe  haue  laid  him  on  the  ground. 


Tirataltls 


47 

Butiffomeonedohapfo  ftrongtobe. 

To  make  his  partic  good  with  one  of  thofe. 

Then  ftraight  the  order  is,  the  other  three, 

Mufl  him  afl'ifl,  thus  none  vneonquerd  goes. 
Wherefore  if  you  will  be  aduif  d by  me, 

Tis  bell  to  fhunne  this  waie  as  I fuppofe, 

Sith  each  of  thefe  is  fuch  as  I recited. 

How  great  thinke  you,  will  be  their  force  vnited? 
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But  prefuppofe  that  you  their  force  withftand. 

As  your  great  corage  makes  me  think  you  mighij 
Yet  needes  it  hinder  muft  the  caufe  in  hand. 
And  make  you  tarrie  hereabout  allnight, 

Sith  then  this  cafefo  daugeroufly  doth  Hand, 

I would  perfwade  you  now  to  fhunne  this  fight. 
Left  while  you  in  this  enterprife  remaine. 

The  poorc  yong  man  may  fortune  to  be  flaine. 
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Tufli  quoth  haue  no  doubt  at  all. 

Let  vs  indeuourftilltodoourbeft. 

And  then  hap  good  or  ill, fall  what  may  fall. 

Let  God  and  fortune  gouerne  all  the  reft: 

I hope  this  enterprife  I finilh  fhall. 

So  well,as  1 fhall  eak  do  your  requeft. 

And  there  ariue  to  faue  him  in  good  time. 

That  fliould  be  burned  for  fo  fmoll  a crime. 
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This  faid,  he  gets  him  on  the  neareft  waie, 

Fall  by  the  placCjwhcrcT>jiw<^e//  doth  dwell. 

And  at  the  bridge  they  forced  were  to  ftay , 

And  ftraight  a man,  whofc  name  I know  not  well, 
Came  out  in  haft, and  Hand  to  them  doth  fay, 

And  then  beginnes  their  order  them  to  tell; 
Perfwading  them, if  they  will  Ihunne  the  percll, 
to  yccldm  peace  their  horfes  and  apparcll. 

Pcacc(quoth  I^ogfro)leaue  thy  foolilh  prating, 

A talc  alreadie  knowne,  thou  doft  repeat : 

Children  with  bugs,  & dogs  arc  skard  with  rating, 
Wkli  me  it  fmall  auailes  to  brag  or  threat, 

Ileefe  but  time  with  thee,to  Hand  debating, 
llicw  me  the  men  that  minde  to  do  this  feat: 

My  haft  is  fuch  that  long  I may  not  ftay. 

Wherefore  I praie  you  bid  them  come  away, 
yi 

Lo  here  comes  one  of  them,  this  old  man  fed. 

And  as  he  fpake  the  wordes,out  came  a knight, 

A tall  ftrong  man, all  armd  from  foot  to  hed. 

His  armor  like  afiirnacc  (hined  bright. 

His  cuUors  that  he  ware, were  white  and  red. 

This  was  the  firft,and  Sanfinet  he  hight: 

And, for  he  was  a man  of  mightie  ftrength. 

Two  malfiefpeareshc  brought  of  mighty  length, 

yj 

The  one  of  thefe  he  to  l{ogero  gaiie. 

The  other  to  himfelfe  he  doth  refeante. 

Then  ech,in  hope  the  viftorie  to  haue. 

Spurred  their  ftedie  ftceds,that  will  not  fwearuc: 
B^ngeros  Ihield  from  woundingjhim  doth  faue. 

The  others  did  not  him  fo  well  prefearue ; 

The  fpeareboth  pierft  his  Ihield  &prickthisarm 
And  ouerchrew  him  to  his  fiirthcr  harmc . 

You  do  not  fu re,  nor  cannotyet  forget, 

What  of  Rogeros  Ihield  before  I told. 

That  made  the  fiends  ofhellwithtoylctofwet. 
And  Ihinde  fo  bright  as  none  could  it  behold. 

No  maruell  then  though  valiant  Sdn/onef, 
Although  his  hands  were  ftrong,&hart  werebold 
Could  not  prcuaile  fo  ftrong  a Ihield  topearfe. 

Of  fo  great  force  as  late  1 did  rehearfe. 

yy 

This  while  was  Vynahell  approched  nie, 
to  Br^damant  yznd  askt  of  her  his  name. 

That  in  their  fight  his  force  fo  great  did  trie, 
Toouerthrow  a knight  of  (b  great  fame . 

(Lohow  the  mightie  God,  tliat  fits  on  hie. 

Can  punifii  finne,when  leaft  men  looke  the  fame) 
VynMl  fell  into  his  enim  ies  handes. 

When  in  his  owne  conccic,moft  fafe  he  ftandes, 

y^ 

It  was  his  hap  that  felfe  fame  horfc  to  ride. 

Which  eight  months  paft,from  Brttdamant  he  ftalc. 
Then  when  he  falfly  let  the  poale  to  Hide, 

At  Afer/yweaue  (if  you  didmarkc  the  tale) 

But  now  when  (lie  that  traitor  vilehad  fpide, 

That  thought  by  trechcrie  to  worke  her  bale. 

She  ftept  forthwith  betweenc  him  and  his  caftle. 
Swearing  that  fire  with  him  a pull  would  wraftlc. 
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Eucn  as  a fox,with  dogges  and  hunters  chaft. 

That  to  Come  backc  vnto  her  hole  did  ween. 

Is  Yttcrly  difcourag’d  and  agaft, 

When  in  her  waie  fhe  nets  and  dogs  hathfecn. 

So  he  tliat  nofuchperilldid  forccaft, 

Seeing  his  foe  ftept  him,and  home  between, 
Threatning  with  word,with  weapon  him  aflailing, 
Fled  to  the  wood  his  heart  and  courage  failing. 

y8 

Thus  now  on  flight  his  onely  hope  relying, 

Hefpurrdthathorfe  that  chiefe  his  trouble  bred, 
HopeleffeofhelpCjandyet  for  help  e ftill  crying, 

For  doubt  of  death,  almoft  already  ded; 

Sometime  thefaft  excufing,or  denying, 

But  Are  beleeuing  not  a word  he  fed; 

None  in  the  caftell  were  of  this  aware. 

About  iiigero  all  fo  bufied  are. 

y^ 

This  while  forth  of  the  gate  came  th’othcr  three. 
That  to  this  law  fo  folemnly  had  fwornc ; 

Among  the  reft  that  came,  was  alfo  (he. 

That  caufd  this  law,full  of  difdaine  and  fcornei 
None  of  the  knightes  but  fooncr  would  agrccj 
With  horfes  wild  to  be  inpeeces  tome. 

Then  to  diftainc  their  honour  and  good  name, 
With  anie  a<ft  that  might  be  worthie  ftiame. 
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wherefore  it  grieu’dthem  to  the  verie  gall. 

That  more  then  one  at  once,  (hould  one  afifaile, 
Saue  they  were  fwornc  to  runne  togithcr  all, 

Iffo  the  firftofviftorie  did  fade; 

And  ftie  vnceflantly  on  them  did  call. 

What  mean  you  firs  (quoth  flie)what  do  you  ailc? 
Do  you  forget  the  caufe  I brought  you  hither? 

Are  younotfwome  to  take  part  altogithcr? 
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Fie  anfwerdG»jid(>»,  what  a fhamc  is  this? 

Rather  let  me  alone  my  fortune  trie. 

And  if  of  viftorie  1 hap  to  milfc, 

Atmy  returning  backc,  then  let  medic. 

Not  fb  quoth  (he,  my  meaning  other  is. 

And  youl  truft  willnotyourw'ord  denie; 

I brought  you  hither  for  another  caufe. 

Not  now  to  make  new  orders  and  new  lawes. 

6z 

Thus  were  they  vrged  by  tliis  icomfuU  dame. 

To  that  which  all  their  heartes  abhorred  fore; 

And  which  they  thought  to  the  fo  great  a lliamc. 
As  neuer  like  had  chanced  them  before: 

Alfo  Bsgeros  wordes  cncrcaft  the  fame, 

Vpbraiding  them,  and  eggin  g more  and  more. 
Asking  them  why  they  made  lb  long  dclaie. 

To  take  his  armor  andhis  horfe  awaie. 

Thus  in  a maner  forft  and  by  conftraint. 

They  came  all  three  to  inuadc. 

Which  aft  they  thought  would  fore  their  honours 
Though  full  account  of  viftory  they  madc,(taint, 
I{ggere  at  their  comming  doth  not  faint. 

As  one  wellvfde  through  dangers  great  to  wade: 
And  firft  the  worthie,  OUiteros  fonnes. 

With  all  their  force  againft  l{pgeto  runnes. 
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'B^gtra  turnd  his  horfe  to  take  the  field. 

With  that  fame  ftaffc  thatlately  ouerthrew, 

Stout  Sanfonet^inA  with  that  paifing  ihield, 
That./#f/<»tf  made,by  helpe  ofhelhfh  cicw. 

That  fhield,whofe  aide  he  vfed  verie  feeld, 

Some  vnexpededdaungertoefehew; 

Twife  when  Mcyna*  kingdome  he  forfooke. 

Once  whe  the  India  Quecne  fro  th  Ork  he  tookc. 

Saue  ihefc  three  times  he  ncuer  vfd  the  aid, 

Of  this  hii  Ihieldjbu  t left  it  cou  erd  ftill. 

Whether  abroad, or  clfe  withinhe  ftaid, 
Hcneuerleftit  open  by  his  will. 

As  for  thefe  three,lrc  was  no  more  affraid. 

Of  all  their  ftrength,  their  nu  mber,  nor  their  skill. 
Nor  made  no  more  account  with  them  to  fight. 
Then  if  they  had  feemd  children  in  his  fight. 
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And  firft  he  met  the  younger  of  the  twaine, 

Gnjfin  by  name, who  had  fo  great  a bloe. 

As  in  the  faddlc  he  could  fcant  remaine. 

But  quite  amazed  reeled  to  and  fro; 

He  ftrake  /(o^erojbut  it  was  in  vainc. 

For  why  the  ftrokc  fell  oucrthwartly  fo, 

That  quite  befide  hogeros  fliicld  it  flipt, 

Butyetthe  cafe  it  all  to  tare  and  ript. 

6j 

Now  when  the  renting  of  the  filken  cafe. 

In  which  Kogtro  vfd  the  (hield  to  hide. 

Had  caft  outfuch  alightin  each  mans  face. 

That  none  of  them  the  force  therof  could  bide. 
They  fell  downe  all  amazed  in  the  pi  ace, 

Whetlier  they  fit,or  ftand,or  go,or  ride; 

B^gere  with  the  caulc  not  yet  acquainted, 
Maruailed  how  his  foes  fo  foone  had  fainted. 

68 

Blit  when  he  once  was  of  the  caufc  aware. 

And  how  the  coucr  of  his  (hield  was  rent. 

By  meane  whereof  it  open  lay  and  bare. 

And  thence  fuch  light  vnto  the  lookers  fent: 

He  looks  about  where  his  companions  are, 

Becaufe  forthwith  to  get  him  thence  he  menr, 

I meane  his  Brrfd4»»rf»r,and  that  fame  maid. 

That  for  the  youth  did  erft  demaund  his  aid. 

69 

But  his  belou’d  as  then  he  found  not,  where 
He  erft  had  left  her  when  he  went  to  iuft. 

And  when  he  plainlie  faw  (he  was  not  there. 

And  that  that  happend  he  could  not  miftruft. 

He  parted  thence, and  with  him  he  doth  beare. 

The  maid  that  made  to  him  the  fute  fo  iuft: 

Who  lay  that  time  amazed  with  the  reft. 

With  hidden  blafing  of  the  light  diftrcft. 

70 

He  takes  her  kirtle,and  with  it  doth  hide. 

The  light  that  (b  did  dafcll  all  their  eyes. 

That  light  on  which  to  looke  none  could  abidtfj^ 

As  if  two  funnes  had  (hone  as  once  in  sky  es: 
Forthwith  him  felfe,all  malcontent  doth  ride. 

To  haue  this  combat  ended  in  fuch  wife. 

As  might  imputed  be  to  Magi  ck  art. 

Not  to  his  proweflejor  his  valiant  hart. 


71 

Now  while  this  thought  fuch  paflions  did  him  yeeld. 
That  though  he  had  indeed  moft  brauely  donne. 
Yet  men  would  thmke  the  glorie  of  the  fccid. 

Not  by  his  valiantncs  to  haue  bene  wonne; 

But  by  the  force  of  that  inchaunted  (hecld, 

That  caft  a light  more  pearcing  then  the  fonne, 

I fay  as  thus  he  thought  he  palled  by, 

A large  deepe  wclljthat  by  the  way  did  lyc. 

71 

A well  at  which  the  beafts  in  (bmmers  hear. 

Did  vfe  their  thirftic  drought  to  quench  & coolc. 
And  chew  againc  their  vndigefted  meat, 
W-andring  about  the  (hallows  of  the  poolc. 

Here  did  B^ogero  oft  thefe  words  repeat. 

Thou  (hield, that  late  didft  make  me  I'uch  a foole. 
To  caufe  me  get  a conqueft  with  liich  (hainc. 

Lye  there  (quoth  hc)vvich  thee  go  all  my  blame. 

73  . 

With  that  he  threw  the  (hield  into  the  well. 

The  well  was  deepe,thc  (hield  of  mightie  weight, 

' That  to  the  bottome  fuddeulic  it  fell, 

The  water  ouer  it  a monftrous  height: 

But  loc  dame  fame  the  thing  abroad  doth  tell. 
How  he  becaufe  he  would  not  win  by  fleight. 

But  by  mecre  value,had  his  target  drownd, 

Where  it  fliouldneucr  afterward  be  fownd. 

, 74 

Yet  many(that  had  heard  the  ftraunge  report) 
Ofthofe  that  dwelled  thence  fome  far  (bmc  nire, 
Tofecke  the  target  thither  did  re(brt> 

And  to  haue  found  it  out  had  great  defire. 

But  it  was  caftaway  in  fucha  fiirt. 

As  none  vnto  their  purpofedid  afpire. 

For  why  the  maid  that  only  did  behold  it, 
Andknew  which  well  it  was,yctneuer  told  i& 
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Eutwhen  theknights  came  to  thcmfelues  againc, 
And  were  awake, and  one  the  other  faw. 

That  late  were  vanquiiht  with  fo  litlc  painc. 

As  if  to  him  they  had  bene  men  offtraw. 

They  wonderd  much  what  troubled  had  their 
And  all  of  the  didthecc  the  felues  wdraw,Cbrainc, 
And  all  that  day  they  argue  and  deuife. 

How  that  fame  light  fhould  dazell  fo  their  eyes. 
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This  while  came  notice  of  the  wofull  fall, 

OiTimbeU.  whom  Bradamant  had  killed, 

With  which  they  greatly  were  difpleafed  all, 

Not  knowing  why  nor  who  his  bloodhad  (pilled; 

His  wife  and  fire,hearing  what  was  befall. 

His  fonne,  her  fpoufe;the  place  w outcries  filled. 
Curling  and  chafing  with  to  late  repentance. 

That  none  on  P/n<»^flhad  giu’n  attendance. 

77 

Now  when  the  damfell  iuftly  had  him  flaine. 

And  tane(away  his  hoife,(bmtime  her  owne) 

She  would  haue  turnd  the  way  fhe  came  againc. 
But  that  the  fame  was  vnto  her  vnknownc; 

To  purpofefmail,(hctraucls  with  great paine. 

To  feekeit  out  as  after  fhalbe  fhownc. 

For  here  to  ftay  is  my  determination. 

And  pawfe  a htle  for  my  recreation. 


in  the 


OF  ORLANDO  FVRIOSO.  17? 

Xn  tfx  per/on  of  Bradamani  > that  xeat  fo  readily  enclined  to  the  <^d  of a young  man , though  then  ynipotvne  to  htr^  we 
tru^nqte^howto anobledijpofitionialitleperfvajlonjuffifeth y tomouethemtothejucconr  offuchmaredifrejjed.  7»Pi- 
nabcUo  and  hu  wifej  that  tiKUght  to  rettenge  the  fcotne  they  receaued  , with  doing  the  liltf  fcorne  to  otherSy  we  my  fee  y how 
bafe  and  dunghill  dijpojitions  follow  not  any  lourfeof  yalue  or  true  reputation  ybut  only  to  wreakf  their  malice  on  fame  bodioy 
mt  caring  whom  : as  they  are  wont  to  tellofW/i]]  Somm  cr  (though  otherwife  a harmelejfefoole)  that  would  euermore  if  one 
had  angred  him,  (Irikf  him  that  was  next  him.  Lafly  in  Bradamanc  that  met  Pmabcll  by  hap , ridingon  the  fame  horfe 
that  he  had fiolenfrom  her  long  before  ( what  time  he  alfo  left  her  for  dead')  and  thereby  now  difcouered  him,  and  killed  him: 
Wemay  note  amofinotable  exampleofdiuineiuf  ice  , in  the  likg  cafes  yOs  many  times  it  falleth  out.  and  in  tins  Toet  you  Jlall 
find  marry  of  them ; as  Polynefl'os  death  in  the  fift  boobp-,  Martanos punijhmentsn  the  ioo^jMarganorres  exe~ 

cation  in  the  feuen  and  thirtith  boolt^:  all  which  examples(whether  true  or  fained ) haue  tins  chiefe  fiope  and  end,to  maif  men 
Ipow  that  there  is  a dtuine  power,  that  wiUiudgeandpuni/ljtheaflionsofmen  ,be  theyneuerfofecureor  fofecret-,  andonly 
the  cleare  confcience  it  is  that  affureth  a man  of  his  efiate,  both  in  this  world  and  in  the  World  to  come : and  he  that fearetb  not 
that  ditiine  power  , it  is  vnpojjibl  e that  he  can  line fee  ofmofi  wicked  ads.  T hat  wife  and  honorable  counfeUer  Sir  Walter 
Mildmay,  as  in  all  other  things  he  fiewd  him  felfeanyncorruptmantohisend,fohis  writings  and faywgswtreeuerjficed 
with  this  reuerent  feare  of  God  :for  ex  abundantia  cordis  os  locpimxv.and  amongother  of  Ins  (worththe  noting)of which 
him  felfegaue  me  a litlt  yolume  when  J was  a boy  of  Eaton  coUedge  ( the  which fince  his  death  haue  bene  publifoed  in  print) 
but  one fpeciall  yerfe  he  had  to  that  effed  in  Latinyund  Was  by  me  put  into  Englfh  at  the  requef  of  that  hanorSle  Gentleman 
his  fonne  in  law.  Matter  William  Fitzwilliams. 

Vlcio  pcccatum  fequitur  delinqiierc  noli, 

Nam  fcelus  admiffum  poena  feuera  premit: 

Quod  fi  forte  Deus,patiendo  differat  iram. 

Sera  licet  veniatjcerta  venire  folet. 

Flit prme,forJharpe  reuenge'doth  follow  finne, 

.And  wichfd  deeds  ydo  wrathfuE  doomes  procure. 

If  God fay  long  ear  he  to  ftrike  beginne, 

T hough  long  he  flat!,  at  lafi  he flrikith fare. 

A worthie  faying  of  a mof  worthie  man,  and  thus  much  for  the  morall, 

Hypermettra  was  daughter  to  Egirtus , thtsEgiimshadfiftiedaughters yWho caufedthemalltobematled toDz- 
nzosfifie  fonnes-y  and  being  commaunded  by  their  tyrannous  father,  kflled  them  all  in  one  night , only  Hipermettra  refufed 
to  obeyfoflthie  acommaundement,  and  fasted  her  husband,  whofenamewas  Linns. 

Attolfo  that  with  helpe  of  his  bookp  diffolues  the  inchaunted  pallace  , and  with  his  horne  draue  away  thofe  that  affaulted 
himandputhimingreatdaungeryfignifieth  allegorically  (as  1 haue  in  part  touched  before)  how  wifdomt  withthe  helpeof 
eloquence,  difeouereth  the  craftiefyondtameth  thewildefi.  Furder  in  that  Rogero  cafieth  awt^  the  inchauntedjhield,  and 
refufeth  the  yfe thereof ythe  Megorie  thereof fignifieth,  that  though  a man  for  neceffttie  fakeyfometimes  be  driuen  to  takp fame 
helpes  of  no  yerie  honorable  fort , and  fometimes  to  relieue  him  fife  with  poUicies  farce  commendable  , yet  one  fould  when 
that  yrgent  neceffttie  is  pafl  , hurle  fitch  conceipt fom  him  where  it  may  neuer  be  found  againe  , as  Rogero  flang  his  fhield 
into  that  well-,  andffameJhaJl  blow  ahrode  our  noble  mynd  in fo  doing , as  it  did  Rogeros/or  refufing  an  ayd  offttch force. 

The  end  of  the  Annotations  vpon  the  xxij.  booke. 
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THE  ARGVMENT. 

Asiolfo  on  the  Grtffth  horfe  doth  mount'. 
Vir.nakels  death  to  Zerbines  charge  is  /aid-. 

Or  Undo  faucth  him:  fierce^odomomit, 

Frontyno  takes  from  'Bradamaraes  maid: 
Adandricard and  the  Palladine  confront', 

7“  hey  ^artbychattnce,  and  each  from  other  fir  aid: 
Orlando falls  Jlarke  mad,  VPith  forrcrp  taken, . 

T 0 he  are  his  miHres  hath  him  qmteforfaken. 


\ 

i- 


Stnienet. 

The  Latin!  {ire- 
utrbeu, 

Sermc  in  mar- 
more  Ufm. 

Sentence. 

Louise  in  tberno- 
ralofthe  former 
b'jol^e,where  tbit 
foiut  is  touched 
more  largely. 

Sentence, 


Stnttnee, 


I 

Et  cu’rlc  one  do  all  the 
good  they  can. 

For  feldome  commeth 
harmc  of  doing  well. 
Though  iuft  reward  ic 
wanteth  now  & than. 
Yet  (harae,  & cuill death 
it  doth  expel]. 

But  he  that  mifchieucth 
another  man, 
Seldomc  doth  carrie  it  to  heau’n  or  hell; 

Men  fay  it,  and  we  fee  it  come  to  paffe. 

Good  aims  in  fand,{hrewd  turns  are  writ  in  brafle 
z 

Mountainesmeet  feeld,butmen  may  often  meet, 
(Theprouerbe  faith)  and  whofofetsatrap, 

May  catch  himfelfe,  as  here  you  plainly  fee’t 
In  him,  that  thought  this  dame  in  woes  to  wrap, 
But  hurt  himfelfe;  a punifhmcnt  moft  meet; 
Godftill  defending  her  from  all  milhap: 

God  her  preferu’d,  and  will  all  thofe  preferue. 

As  ihunne  all  viccjand  him  fincerely  feme. 

3 

Little  it  did  saolAetoVinMl, 

To  be  amid  his  kinsfolke  and  his  frends, 

Neare  to  the  caftle,  where  his  fire  did  dwell. 
Where  du’rie  one,him  honours  and  attends; 

Loe  here  the  end  of  him,  doth  plainely  tell. 

How  wicked  liues,haue  often  wretched  ends: 

But  to  proceed,!  faid  when  he  was  flainc. 

The  noble  damfell  fought  her  way  againc. 

n 4 

which  when  (he  faw  lb  c could  by  no  m eane  know',  • 
But  more  and  more  vnccrtainly  didroue; 


Seing  the  funne  was  now  declining  low^. 

She  meanes  that  night  to  reft  her  in  the  groiic: 
Sleeping  ft)mtimc,or  elfe  fomtime(I  trow) 
Looking  on  Mars,  on  Saturne,oson  I one. 

But  chiefly, whether  ftic  awakes  or  fleepes; 
J{pgeros  image  in  her  heart  Ihc  keepes. 


Meaning  tbs 
Tlanneti, 


5 

Oftimes  flie  fretting  to  her  felfe  would  fay, 

Loe;  hate  with  me  farre  more  preuailcd  hath. 

Then  loue  could  do,that  now  haue  loft  my  way. 

And  left  my  comfort  to  auenge  m,y  wrath; 

Nor  had  my  wit  fo  much  forccaft  or  ftay. 

To  take  fome  marke  of  my  foretrodden  patli: 

I did  (quoth  flic)  as  fooles  are  wont  to  do. 

Take  one  flircwd  turne  to  do  another  two.  Sentence, 

6 

Thefe  words  and  many  like  to  thefc  flie  Ipakc, 

Pafl'mg  the  reft  of  that  her  reftleflc  night. 

Till  ftarres  gan  vanifli,  and  the  dawning  brake. 

And  all  the  Eaftcr  parts  were  fiilloflight, 

Then  at  aduentures  flie  her  way  doth  take. 

Not  knowing  yet  if  it  were  wrong  or  right; 

And  hailing  traueld  in  that  way  fome  miles, 

By  hap  came  that  way  the  whiles.  Ufiolfo, 

7 

Riding  the  winged horft, but  in  his  hand. 

Leading  the  famous  Rabican  bchinde; 

And  eii’n  as  then, in  great  doubche  did  ftand. 

Where  to  beftow  a beaft  of  fo  good  kind. 

She  knowing  him, v/ent  tohimoiitofhand,  (kind 
With  words,  with  fliowcs , & v/iih  embracemencs 
loyingto  findc  this  kinfman  of  heroine. 

And  vnto  him,  her  felfc  flic  maketh  knownc. 
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^rgiUu  (»- 
chaunted  Jptar$ 
called  Lance- 
d’oro  goldtt- 
launct. 


Hereturnesta 

bovine  about  iljt 
UJUffl. 
Simlt. 


Onehorfe  »f^- 
ftolfas  ,t  be  ether 
her  »wne  that 
she  toohe front 
h’lmbeli. 


^Jiolfo  much  reioyft  at  this  their  meeting, 

Then  one  the  other  askt  of  their  well  fare, 

And  after  their  long  calkc,and  frendly  greeting. 
In  which  each  (hewd  of  other  louing  care: 
SichI(qiiothhe)int  end  hence  to  be  fleecing, 

To  fee  what  fighti  in  forren  countries  arc. 

This  horfe  ofme,I  (hall  requeftyou  take. 

Till  I returne,and  kcepe  him  for  my  fake. 

9 

Alfo  hefaid  this  corflet  and  this  Ipearc, 

With  you  ! Icaue  tilll  rcturne  agaync, 

(This  fpcare  the  fonne  of  Galafron  d;d  beare, 
Whom  as  you  heard  before  Ferrari  had  flayne,) 
With  head  whereof,if  any  touched  were. 

Straight  ways  to  fall  to  groud  they  muft  be  faync, 
All  thefe  he  left  behind  to  make  him  light. 

Before  that  he  begins  to  take  his  flight. 

10 

Thus  Icauc  once  tane,away  the  duke  doth  fore, 

Fitft  low,and  after  ftfll  more  hy c and  hyc, 

T ill  at  the  length  ihc  could  him  fee  no  morcj 
So  doth  the  Pylot  fit  ft, with  watclrfull  eye. 

Guide  out  his  vtlTeli  foftlic  by  the  Ihorc, 

While  he  doth  thinke  the  rocks  & lhallowcs  nyc: 
But  after  when  he  dreads  no  more  fuch  doubts. 
He  fayles  apacCjand  clapps  on  all  his  clouts. 

II 

Now  when  the  duke  was  from  the  damfelJ  gone. 
What  ftie  might  do  flic  mufed  in  her  minde. 

And  carefully  flie  meditates  theron: 

How  ihc  may  cake  the  ioumey  firft  aflignd. 

And  not  negleft  her  kinfmans  charge^anon 
A wandring  pefaunt  twas  her  hap  to  finde, 

T o him  ihe  doth  betake  the  horfes  fpare, 

Though  of  the  wayes  they  botli  vnskflfull  arc. 

11 

Her  meaning  was  to  go  to  Vallumbrofe, 

As  firft  her  loue  andflie  concludedhad. 

Whom  there  to  finde  ftie  certain  doth  liippofe; 
Whom  tohaucfoundjthere  Ihe  would  haue  bcnc 
But  loc  a quite  contrarie  courfc  (he  goes,  (glad, 
Scing  a fight  that  made  her  then  full  fad. 

Her  fathers  houfe  Montalbanie  ihe  fpidc, 

Li  which  as  then  her  mother  did  abide. 

If  flic  (hall  forward  go,approching  nyre, 

She  ihalbe  ftayed  therc,(he  ftands  in  doubt. 

If  ihe  ftand  ftilI,or  backward  do  retire, 

She  feares  to  meet  acquaintaunce  there  aboutj 
If  flic  be  ftayd,{hc  fecles  fuch  burningfire, 
Oflonging.loue  as  cannot  be  put  out: 

She  chaunft  amid  thefe  thoughts, & many  other. 
To  meet  Mardo  there  her  younger  brother. 
.14 

This  meeting  in  her  minde  bred  much  vexation,  ' 
When  as  Ihe  found  her  brother  herhadlpide. 

And  made  her  alter  her  determination, 

Which  that  flie  might  from  him  the  better  hide, 
After  fome  common  words  of  falutation. 

To  Montalbano  with  him  Ihe  doth  ride. 

Where  as  her  mother, full  of  care  and  fcarc. 

Had  wilht,and  way  ted  for  her  coraming  there. 


But  all  thofe  kind  embracings  and  thofekifles, ' 

She  had  ofparcnr,kinfmcn  kinde,and  fiends. 

She  deems  oflitle  vallue,to  thofe  bliflcs, 

' That  ihe  had  loft,&  thought  themfmall  amends: 
But  fith  to  meet  F^sgtra  now  ihe  miffes, 
Tofendameflengcryet  ihe  intends. 

Some  fuch  to  whom  ihe  may  commit  the  charge. 
To  tell  her  minde  vnto  her  loue  at  large. 

16 

And  if  neede  were  to  pray  him  in  her  name. 

As  he  had  promift  her,to  be  bapeifed, 

And  to  cxcufcjchat  thether  ihe  not  came, 

As  they  togithcr  had  before  dcuifed: 

Alfo  his  horie  Frontino,by  the  fame. 

She  renc,a  horfe  ofgoodnes  not  defpifed, 

No  horfe  in  France  or  Spaine  eftcemed  more, 
Bayardo  foie  cxccpt,and  Brigly  adore. 

17 

J^ogero  (ifyou  call  it  well  to  minde) 

What  time  the  Griffith  horfe  he  firft  did  take. 
That  foard  away  as  fwife  as  weftern  windc,| 

And  forft  him  quickly  Europe  to  forfake 
That  gallant  beaft  Frontmo  left  bchindc, 

Whom  Bradamant  then, for  his  mailers  fake, 

T ooke  home, and  with  carcfull  and  coftly  feeding, 
Made  him  by  tins  timc,faire  and  fat  exceeding. 

18 

And  ftraight  her  mayds  and  women  feruaunts  all, 
Thacskilftillwereto  ibw,  to  weau  c,and  knit. 

She  doth  to  worke  in  haft  togithcr  call. 

And  Ihe  herfelfe  among  them  all  doth  fit. 

To  worke  anet,ofartand  coil  nocfmall. 

For  his  caparifon  to  make  it  fit: 

Whe  this  was  done, and  finilht,  ftraight  way  after. 
She  calls  her  nurfe  Callitryfeae  daughter. 

This  mayd  knew  beft  her  minde  of  all  the  reft. 

And  oft  had  heard  her  prayfing  to  theskyes, 
^ageres  comly  ihape,and  vahanc  breft. 

His  fugred  lpeech,fwect  face,and  lou’ly  eyesj 
This  mayd  with  fecrets  all  ihe  trufted  beft. 

On  this  mayds  fecrecicjihc  much  relyes  j 
Hyppalca  named  was  this  truftic  mayd. 

Her  then  ihc  calld,and  tlms  to  her  ihc  fayd. 

10 

Byifalca  mine, you  know  of  all  my  crew, 

Of  women  feruaunts,!  efteeme  you  moft. 

As  one  that  hath  bene  fecret,wifc,and  trew, 
(Vertuesofwhich  women  canfeldome  boil) 

My  meaning  is  to  make  my  choife  ofyou. 

To  haue  you  to  Ksgero  ride  in  poft; 

And  vnto  him  mine  abfence  to  cxcuie. 

And  ihewjthat  I could  neither  will  nor  chulc. 

11 

Your  felfc(quoth  ihe)may  ride  alitlc  nagge. 

And  in  your  hand  carry  Frontino  Ipare, 

And  if  perhap  fome  foole  wilbe  fo  bragge. 

As  that  to  take  the  horfe  from  you  he  dare. 

To  make  him  that  he  fhall  no  farther  wagge. 

Tell  him  who  ow  cs  the  horfe, and  do  not  care: 

• She  thought  B^gero  was  offo  great  fame. 

That  eu’ry  one  would  quake  to  hearehis  name. 

Thuv 
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Thus  when  HypaUa  was  inftruftcd  well. 

Of  all  that  to  her  errant  did  belong. 

And  that  no  more  remaind  bchynd  to  tell. 

She  tooke  her  horfe,and  there  fhe  ftaydnotlong, 
In  ten  miles  fpacc  (lb  luckic  it  befell) 

None  offer  made  to  do  her  anie  wrong, 

No  trauellcr,  no  knight,  nor  peafant  llayd  her, 
Nor  once  with  word  or  deed  lo  much  as  fray  d her. 

About  the  time  the  funne  to  South  did  mount. 

She  met  (poore  foule)  a knight,  vnto  her  coft. 
That  Turke  moft  terrible  calld  R^domounty 
Following  all  armd  on  foot,a  page  in  pof^ 

Who  when  he  faw  an  horfe  of  fuch  account. 

He  God  blalphcmd,  and  aH  the  heau’nly  hoft. 
That  fuch  a gallant  feruiccablc  beaft. 

In  a mans  hand,  he  had  not  found  at  leaft. 
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He  had  before  promift  by  folemnc  vow. 

When  wanting  horfe,  he  traueld  on  his  feet. 
Were  it  from  knight,or  knauc  that  driues  a plow. 
To  take  perforce  the  next  horfe  he  fhould  meet; 
Yet  though  he  lykt  the  horfe,  to  take  this  now. 
And  rob  a mayd  therof,  he  thought  vnmeet. 

He  fees  her  leade  a horfe,  and  he  doth  lackc. 

And  oft  he  wifht  his  mafter  on  his  backc. 

1 would  he  were  (quoth  fhe)  he  fbone  would  make. 
You  chaungc  your  mind,f5cglad  to  getyou  hence. 
And  you  fhould  find  how  much  you  do  miftakc. 
Your  ftrength  and  force,  to  offer  him  offence. 
And  who  (quoth  he  ) is  this,  of  whom  you  crake? 
Rffgero  fhe  replies : forfboth,  and  fence 
So  great  a champion  is  the  horfes  owner, 

I may  (faidhe)  then  take  him  with  mine  honor. 
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To  take  his  horfe  (quoth  he)  I now  intend. 

For  of  a horfe  you  fee  1 ftand  in  need: 

And  if  I find  it  true  as  you  pretend. 

That  he  fo  flout  a champion  is  in  deed, 

I R^domnt  this  aftion  will  defend. 

Now  in  my  prefent  iourncy  I proceed. 

And  where  I go  my  vertuc  fhines  fo  bright, 

He  foone  may  find  me  if  he  lift  to  fight. 

17 

This  faidjWith  cruell  threats,  and  part  with  force. 
He  gat  his  will,  full  fore  againft  her  will. 

And  ftraight  he  mounteth  vp  vpon  the  horfe. 

She  following  him,  ciirfing  and  banning  ftiU, 

But  of  thofc  curfes  he  doth  litlc  force-, 

Winners  may  boft,  when  Iceferslpeakc  their  fill, 
Beft  pleafd  was  he,  when  as  fhe  wifht  him  worft. 
As  ftill  the  foxe  fares  beft  when  he  is  curft. 
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But  what  fhe  faith  he  litlc  doth  regard. 

Whether  fhe  curft,orprayd,or  rayld,or  cridc. 

He  feekes  out  Doralice  and  Mandricardy 
Hailing  the  litlc  dwarfe  to  be  his  guide. 

And  nofmall  haft  he  maketh  thitherward: 

But  here  a while  mine  author  fteps  afide. 

And  to  that  place  of  purpofc  makes  digreffion,* 
Where  Tinabell  was  fhriu’n  without  confeflion. 


29 

The  noble  Dame  no  fo«rcr  left  the  place. 

Where  late  this  caitiuc  by  her  hand  was  flaine. 
But  Zert/n  dicrc  ariu’d  in  litle  fpacc. 

With  old  G/Arina,  who  pcrceiuing  plainc. 

One  murtlierd,  ftraight  he  followed  the  trace, 
(Left  mui  ther  vnreuenged  fhould  remaine) 

He  minds,  if  fortune  be  fo  much  his  fiirdcrer. 

To  be  reuenged  fharply  on  the  murderer. 
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Gabrina  to  thequarric  ftraight  approcheth. 

Looking  about,  fcarching  the  corfe  and  prying, 
(As  one  that  ftiU  on  eu’rie  gainc  encrocheth) 

To  win  both  by  the  huing  and  the  dying, 

Inpurfes  and  inpokets  all  fhe  pocheth. 

Of  him  that  murtherd  on  the  ground  was  lying. 
As  hauing  this,  ioynd  to  her  other  euills. 

In  couetife  to  pafTe  the  verie  dcmlls, 

She  would  haue  had  his  cote  and  armor  fainc, 

Sauc  that  fhe  knew  not  how  them  to  haue  hidden 
But  from  great  part  of  that  defired  gainc. 

By  want  ofleyfurc  fhe  was  then  forbidden^ 
Howb’it  fhe  did  conuay  away  Iris  chainc. 

And  cuZerbino  backe  againc  was  ridden. 

She  put  it  fafely  where  it  was  not  fccne. 

Her  vpper  gownc  and  peiicote  betweenc. 
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And  fore  it  grieuedher  to  leauc  the  reft. 

But  noviZerbino  was  returned  backe, 

And  for  the  time  drew  nigh  of  taking  reft. 

And  night  came  now,  to  fpred  his  mantell  blacke, 
To  feeke  fomc  lodging  out  they  thought  it  beft. 
Of  which,in  that  wild  countrie  was  great  lackc. 
They  Icaue  the  valley,  and  they  came  that  night, 
Vnto  a caftell  Altariua  hight. 
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Thither  they  went,  and  long  they  had  not  ftayd. 

But  in  came  people  with  great  exclamation, 

W ith  wofull  news,  that  many  hearts  difinayd. 
And  fiUd  their  mouths  and  eys  with  lamentation. 
How  Vinabell  was  murderd  and  betrayd. 

And  loft  hislife,  & worldly  habitation,  (torches, 
And  ftraight  they  brought  the  corfe  with  light  of 
Leading  tire  fame  through  all  y courts  & porches. 

Great  were  the  plaints,  the  forow  and  the  griefe. 
Made  by  his  kindred,  tenants  and  his  frends; 

But  by  his  father,  old  ^nfelnm  chiefc, 
Who,though  reuenge  be  but  a fmall  amends. 

And  Iris  fonnes  life  was  now  paft  all  reliefe. 

By  fearch  to  find  the  mOrdrer  he  intends. 

Zetbiao  hereof  makes  him  felfc  a ftraunger, 
AswcUtofhunne  flilpitionasdaunger. 

3f 

Now  when  the  funeralls  in  ftately  fort. 

Ordained  were  withpompc  and  fupcrftition. 

To  which  great  ftore  of  people  did  refbit. 

And  all  that  would, had  franke  and  free  permiflioj 
Straight  with  oycs,a  crier  doth  report, 

Tlrcrto  afligned  by  the  Earles  commiffion. 

That  who  fo  could  the  murderer  bewray. 

Should  haue  a theufand  duckats  for  his  pay. 
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This  ncwcs  from  mouth  to  mouth , from  care  to  ear 
(As  newes  are  wont  to  do)  did  flie  fo  faft. 

That  old  Gabrina^  being  pr^fent  there, 

Among  the  reft, heard  of  it  at  the  laft: 

Who  either  for  the  hatred  ihe  did  bearc. 

To  good  Zer6;«!), for  fome  matters  paft. 

Either  forgaine  of  that  fo  great  reward. 

Straight  to  deftroy  Zerbino  fne  prepard. 
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And  that  (he  might  more  furely  him  entrap, 

With  th’Erle  himfclfe  to  Ipeake  (he  doth  requeft. 
And  probably, flie  tcls  how  this  mifliap, 

Was  by  Zerbino  wrought, his  new  come  giieft; 

And  ftraightftiepuld  the  chaine  out  of  her  lap. 
Which  foie  might  ferue  to  verifie  the  reft  ; 

The  aged  fire,  that  all  the  talebeleeucd. 

Was  fore  inrag’d  herewith,  not  onely  greeued. 
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And  lifting  vp  his  hands  vnto  the  skies, 

Fcdble  with  agejbutfeoblc  more  with  wo. 

With  fainting  voice  he  ipake,and  watrie  eyes, 

(My  fonne)thou  ftialt  not  vnreuenged  go ; 

And  while  in  bed  fcctire  Zerbino  lyes. 

Not  thinkinghe  hadbeene  betrayed  fo. 

With  armed  men,his  lodging  was  befet. 

He  naked  tone, as  isabyrd  inner. 
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With  as  great  crueltie  as  could  be  ftiownc. 

His  princely  acmes  were  piniond  faft  behind  him. 
And  to  a dungeon  deepe  he  ftraight  was  thrown e. 
And  that  vile  place, to  bide  in  was  afllgndhim, 
Vntill  the  fentence  of  his  death  were  Imowne: 

In  fine  ^nfelmm  (fo  did  paflion  blind  him) 

(Her  likely  talejhis  wrath  fo  ralhly  leading) 
ludgd  him  to  die,  and  neucr  heard  him  pleading. 
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Thus  was  this  worthy  prince  without  all  caufe, 
Condemd  to  die  (fiich  is  the  woflillbemg. 

Where  hefts  cf  lawlelfe  lords , muft  ftand  for  laws, 

T hough  from  all  lawes  and  reafon  difagrecing) 
Now  neare  and  neare  his  execution  drawes. 

And  gazing  people,  greedie  ftil  offeeing, 

Cluftcr  about  and  follow  ail  confufed. 

On  horfe,  on  foot,  as  at  fuch  time  is  vfed. 

41 

But  loc  how  God  that  eUer  doth  defend, 

Thofe  innocents  that  put  in  him  their  truft,’ 

A helpe  vnlookcdfor  did  thither  fend. 

And  freed  him  from  this  doome  of  death  vniuft: 
Orlando  eu’n  then  the  hill  afeend, 

Orlando  is  the  man  that  fiue  him  mu  ft, 

And  at  that  ume  there  did  with  him  remainc. 

The  daughter  of  Grflego.prince  of  Spaine. 
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This  was  that whom  he  oflate, 

Recouerd  from  the  outlavvcs  in  the  cane; 

And  hauing  brought  her  out  of  chat  ill  ftatc. 

Yet  ftill  he  ptomift  care  of  her  to  haue. 

And  whatfoeuer  dniinger  or  debate. 

To  him  befell,  yet  her  he  ftill  did  fane: 

0,  Undo  all  that  great  alfemblie  faw, 

Tliat  did  the  knight  to  execution  draw. 


Thither  he  went  and  askt  ofhim  the  caulc, 

Why  he  was  drawne  vnto  a death  fo  crucU, 
Forlooth(2er^'ww  faid)againft  ail  lawes, 

I am  condemn’d,  ifyou  the  matter  knew  well, 

^nfelmui  rage,  that  will  admit  no  paufe, 

Vnto  this  flame,doth  kindle  all  the  fevvcll ; 

Falfely  beleeuing  that  I flew  his  fonne. 

Whereas  by  me  (Godknowes)  it  was  not  done. 

. 44 

Thus  Zerhin  laid,  and  faid  it  in  fuch  fort. 

As  made  Orlando  vow  himi  torclccuc. 

For  verie  apt  he  was,  each  ill  report. 

Of  any  of  Magan^a  to  beleeucj 
Eachhoufe  ftill  thought  to  cut  the  other  fhorr. 

Each  houfc  ftill  fought  the  other  how  to  greeue: 

Each  houfe  long  time, had  cane  a pride  & plcafurc 
To  worke  the  tocher  daunger  and  dilplcafurc. 

4f 

Vnloofe  the  knight  caytiues  (Orlando  cride) 

Elfe  looke  for  death  to  be  your  due  reward : 

What  man  is  this  (quoth  one)that  gapes  fb  wide? 

And  fpcakesfo  foolifbly  without  regard  ? 
Wereheofftecle,offtreugch  and  temper  tride. 

And  we  offtraw,  his  futc  mighthap  behard. 

This  faid,  he  takcch  vp  a mightie  launce. 

And  runnes  againft  the  Palladinc  of  Fraunce. 
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Orlando  ran  at  him  with  couched  fpeare. 

And  though  his  armour  were  both  good  and  fure. 
Namely  the  fame  Zerbino  erft  did  weare. 

Yet  was  the  ftroke  to  gricuous  to  endure, 

For  though  the  beauer  did  it  ftifly  beare. 

Yet  did  the  blow  a g'-eaterhurt  procure  ; 

For  on  the  cheeke,  it  gauc  him  fuch  a checkc. 

That  though  itpierced  noc,it  brake  his  neckc. 
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Nor  at  that  courfe  did  all  his  fiirie  ceale. 

Six  other  of  that  fpeare  the  force  then  felt. 

Then  with  his  fword  among  the  thickeft  preafe, 
Suchftore  ofthrufts,  and  deadly  blowes  he  delt. 

That  many  in  the  place  did  ftraight  dcceafe; 

And  cu’n  as  fnow  againft  the  funne  doth  melt. 

So  melted  they  and  fainted  in  his  fight,  SimiU, 

That  in  an  houre  he  put  them  all  to  flight. 
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When  they  were  fled,  he  fee  Zerbino  free. 

Who  would  haue  kift  the  ground  wheron  he  trod. 

And  done  him  reuerence  humbly  on  his  knee. 

But  that  the  Earle  fuch  courtfie  him  forbod: 

Butyethe  thankthimin  thchigh’ft  degree. 

As  one  he  honourd  moft,  excepting  God; 

Then  did  he  put  his  armour  on  again e. 

Which  late  was  worne  by  him  that  there  was  flain 

4?  . 

Now  while  Zerbino  there  a little  ftaid. 

Preparing  with  Orlando  to  go  hence. 

Behold  fame  that  princely  maid. 

That  all  the  s'-hile  had  ftaid  a little  thence, 

Seingno  farther  caufe  to  be  afFraid, 

Came  neare, & brought  great  ioy  & great  offence 
By  diuers  paffions  bred  of  one  defire. 

Some  cold  as  Ife,  and  fome  as  hot  as  fire. 

For 
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For  where  before  Zerhino  thought  her  dround. 

Now  certaine  he  rcioyced  vcric  much> 

To  fee  her  in  his  prcfcnce  fafe  and  found. 

And  that  her  mifaduenture  was  not  fuch: 

But  waying  in  whofe  hand  he  had  her  found, 

A iealousfeareforthwitla  his  heart  dothtuch. 

And  inwardly  a greater  anguifli  bred, 

Then  late  it  hadjto  here  that  (he  was  ded. 

Ji 

To  fee  her  in  the  hands  of  fuch  a knight. 

It  greatly  did  him  anger  and  difplcafe, 

From  whom  to  offer,  her  to  take  by  might, 
Itwerenohoneftic  nor  haply  eafe; 

But  for  Orlandos  fake,he  ought  of  right. 

All  paflionsjboth  oflouc  and  wrath  appeafej 
To  whom  in  thankfulnes  it  were  but  meete. 

To  lay  his  hands  vnder  Orlandos  fecte. 

Wherefore  he  makes  no  words,  but  on  he  goth 
In  fllent  Ibrr,  till  comming  to  a well , 

To  drinke  they  lighted, being  thirftie  both, 

And  eachhis drought  withwaterdoth expell, 

Btit  when  the  damfell  faw,and  knew  for  troth. 
That  was  Zer^Wo  whom  (he  loud  fo  well : 

(For  when  to  drinke  his  beu  er  he  vntide  ) 

Straight  (lieherloue  had  through  his  bcauer  (pidc 
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Ouii  dtfijlis  With  open  armes  (lie  runnes  him  to  imbrace, 

De^ut  viri  cello  Flanging  about  his  necke  a pleafant  yoke, 
duicepefendit  And  fpeechles  (he  remaind'a  pretie  fpace. 

And  with  her  criftall  teares  (before  (he  (poke) 
Surprifd  with  ioy,(he  allbedewd  his  face. 

And  long  it  was  cr  into  (peech  (he  broke; 

By  which  the  noble  Earle  did  plainly  fee. 

That  this  could  no  man  but  Zerl>yno  be. 
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Now  when  (lie  had  againe  her  vitall  Iprits, 

And  that  (he  able  was  her  minde  to  (how, 

Ftrft  (lie  Orlandos  great  defarts  recites. 

That  refeu’d  her  from  place  offhameandwo. 
Commending  him  aboue  all  other  knights. 

That  vndefiledhad  preferud  her  fo ; 

Praying  her  deare  when  (he  had  made  recitall. 
Of  his  good  deedsjto  make  him  fome  requitall. 
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Great  thanks  were  giuen,&profcrs  great  there  were 
Of  recompence  and  feruice  on  each  fide, 

Bu  t loc  a hap  made  them  all  fpeech  forbearc. 

For  why  anarmedknight  they  had  efpidc: 

ItloHirictrde.  Twas  Mandrkardo  that  arriued  there, 

Who  as  you  heard  thefe  many  dayes  did  ride,  ' 
To  feeke  this  Earle  till  meeting  by  the  way, 

Faire  Doralice^z  while  it  made  him  (lay. 

lnth*m.hiio\t.  Youheardhow  Af<<«</r»c<ir(/lbughtout  thetrackc, 
(Mou’d  thereunto  by  enuie  and  difdaine) 

Of  this  fierce  knighr,  appareld  all  in  blacke. 

By  whom  the  king  of  Tremyfen  was  (laine. 

And  the  Noritians  all,  (b  put  to  wracke. 

As  few  of  them  vnwounded  did  remaine; 

And  now  he  found  him  as  it  came  to  palTe, 

Yet  knew  he  not  that  this  Orlando  was. 
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But  marking  well,  the  fignes  and  tokens  like. 

To  thofe  he  hcard,of  fuch  as  thence  were  fled. 

You  are  (quoth  he)  the  felfefamc  man  1 feeke. 

By  whom  fo  many  of  my  friends  are  ded: 

1 haue  (he  faid)  traueld  aboue  a weeke. 

To  findeyou  out,  and  now  at  laft  am  (ped. 

You  are  the  man,  that  I haue  fought  (Igtieflc) 

And  fure  your  manly  looke  doth  (hew  no  leffe. 
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Sir  (quoth  Orlando')  though  I wantyourname, 

A noble  knight  you  are  it  may  be  gueft; 

For  fure  a heart  fo  thirfting  after  fame. 

Is  feldome  bred  in  bafe  vnnoble  breft : 

But  if  to  fee  me  oncly,now  you  came. 

Straight  I will  herein  grauntyou  yout  requeft; 

And  that  you  may  behold  me  to  your  fill, 

I will  put  off  mine  armour  if  you  will. 
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But  when  you  well  haue  viewd  me  all  about. 

If  yet  you  haue  a farther  minde  to  trie. 

Which  of  vs  two  canprotie  himfelfe  moftfFout, 
And  firft  in  field  can  make  the  tother  flic: 
Attempt  it  when  you  hft,  and  niake  no  doubt. 

But  hereunto  quickly  agree  (hall  I ; 

That  (quoth  the  pagan)  is  my  minde  indeed. 
And  thus  to  fight  togiihcr  they  agreed. 
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But  when  Or/Wo  viewd  the  pagan  king, 

Andfawno  Pollaxathisfaddle  bow. 

No  fword  by  fide,no  bow,nor  dart, nor  (ling, 
Onely  a fpearc : he  needs  of  him  would  know. 
When  that  were  burft,  vnto  what  other  thing 
He  then  would  truft,  to  giue  or  beare  a blow: 
Tu(h(quoth  the  Paga  prince)you  need  not  feare, 
But  I will  match  you  onely  with  the  (pcare. 
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I haue  (quoth  he)  an  oath  moft  (blemne  fworne. 
Since  fitft  the  noble  Hcllors  armes  I wan. 

That  by  my  fide  (hould  neuer  fword  be  worne. 
Nor  other  iron  weapon  till  I can. 

Get  Durindana  by  Orlando  borne. 

Though  how  he  gate  it,  well  1 cannot  fcan. 

But  fince  he  gat  it,  great  reports  do  (lie. 

What  noble  deeds  of  armes  he  doth  thereby. 

6z 

Al{b  (quoth  he)  I fainc  on  him  would  wreaks 
My  fathers  death,  whom  falfly  he  betraid. 

For  well  I wot, my  fire  was  not  fo  weakc. 

With  any  Chriften  to  be  oucrlaid: 

At  this,  Orlando  could  not  chufe  but  (peaks. 

It  is  a he  (quoth  he)that  thou  haftfaid, 

I am  Orlando,  and  I will  not  beare  it. 

This  fword  is  Durindan,  winne  it  and  wearc  it. 

And  though  this  fword  is  iufily  wholly  mins, 
y et  for  this  time  I frankly  do  agree, 

A while,  it  (halbc  neither  mine  nor  thine. 

And  if  in  combatyou  can  vanquilh  me. 

Take  it,  and  thereat  I (hall  hot  repine; 

This  faid, he  hangd  the  fword  vpon  a tree. 
Indifferently  betweenc  them  both  to  (land, 
Vntill  the  ftrife  by  combat  might  be  fcand. 
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Now  one  at  th’otlier  ran  with  couched  fpeare, 

And  on  the  head  peece  each  the  other  ftrake. 
The  ftaues  in  fundriepceces  rent  and  teare. 

But  by  the  blowes  the  men  fmall  hurt  do  take: 
And  now  the  trunchensonely  left  them  wcare. 
And  at  foure  blowes  the  trunchens  likewife  brake 
Thus  when  they  faw  all  other  weapons  mitt. 

At  laft  they  were  ent'ortt  to  fight  wjch  fitt. 

So  haue  I feene  two  clown es  fall  at  debate, 
Aboutfome  watercourfcjor  marke  ofland. 

And  either  clap  thetothcr  on  the  pate. 

With  crabtree  ttafFe,  or  with  as  crabbed  handj 
Such  of  this  conflift  was  the  prefent  ttate. 

And  each  of  them  doth  to  his  tackle  ttand. 

And  being  tyr’d  with  giuing  fruitlelTc  ttripes, 
Atlattthey  flatlyfell  to  handle  gripes. 
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The  Pagan, partby  Height  and  part  by  force. 
Thought  to hauc done z^Htnles in  time patt. 

To  fierce  ^nibew  did, and  th’Erle  enforce,  , 
Toyceld  himfelfc,or  leaue  hishorfe  at  laft; 

Orlando  that  could  furcly  fit  his  hori'e. 

With  all  his  ftrength  beftrides  the  faddle  fift. 

Yet  did  the  Pagan  heaue  him  with  fuch  ftrength. 
That  all  his  gyrfes  broken  were  at  length. 

<^7 

Downe  came  the  Earlcjyet  kept  his  faddle  ftill. 

Nor  what  had  happend  was  he  well  aware. 

But  as  he  fell  entending  by  his  will, 

Vnto  the  Pagan  king  to  worke  fome  care. 

He  ment  (but  his  .attempt  fucceeded  ill) 

T o ouerthrow  the  horfe  the  Pagan  bare: 

But  miffing  hold,the  horfe  vnhurt  remaines. 

Yet  off  he  puldhis  hedftall  and  his  raynes. 
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The  horfe  tliat  had  at  libertie  his  hed, 

Runnes  oner  ditch  and  vaUey,hedge  and  wood. 

As  partly  fearc,and  partly  courage  led, 

Nothing  there  was  that  his  mad  courfe  withftood 
A/rt».'/r/Mrdbeatcth  him  about  the  hed. 

And,  as  if  he  hisfpeech  had  vnderftood 
He  threatens  him  (except  he  ftay)to  beat  him. 
And  with  fairefpeechfometime  he  doth  entreat 

^9  (him. 

But  all  was  one,  three  mile  out  right  he  rode, 

Er  he  could  make  the  harebraine  horfe  to  ftay. 

Or  caufe  him  once  to  make  a final!  abode, 
Butmore  and  morehegallops  fttll  away: 

At  laft  with  haft  the  horfe  and  eakc  the  lode, 

Fell  in  a ditch  and  there  togither  lay. 

Both  horfe  and  man  all  foyld  and  raid  with  diirt. 
Yet  neither  horfe  nor  man  had  any  hurt. 

■JO 

This  while  dame  Bcralice  that  faw  her  guide. 

Potting  away  againfthis  will  amainc, 

She  thought  it  were  not  fafe  behind  to  bide, 
Wherforc  Ihe  followd  him  though  with  great  pain 
And  feeing  that  he  could  no  farther  ride, 

Becaufe  his  wilful!  hoife  did  want  a raine. 

She  pr.ayeshim  take  her  horfes  raine  and  bit. 

For  mine  (quoth  fhe)  will  go  though  wanting  it. 
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Much  did  the  Pagan  praife  her  gentle  offer, 
Yetdidrefufeitas  apart  to  bafe. 

To  let  her  want  and  take  her  bridle  of  her. 

He  thought  it  were  to  him  a great  difgtace. 
Bucloe  good  chaunce,  a better  mcane  did  profer, 
Gabrina  came  vnw  ares  vnto  the  place. 

She  that  betraid  of  lace  the  Scottifh  prince. 
Hearing  (of  like)  of  his  deliueriefince. 
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Wherefore  fhe  fearing  punifhment  andblame. 

And  clogd  withguiltie  confciencc  fled  the  light, 
Vntill  by  hap  vnwares  ftie  thether  came, 

And  on  this  cople  fortuned  to  light : (game 

They  could  not  chufc  but  make  great  /port  and 
To  fee  /b  fti  aunge  and  vnagreeing  fight. 

Namely  a witherd  old  ilfauord  hagge, 

Riding  in  purple  on  an  amblingnagge. 
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He  that  of  right  or  wrong  did  little  paffe, 

Mcancs  with  her  ftorc  hislacke  there  to  fupply. 
Nor  once  demaunded  who  or  what  fhe  was. 

But  takes  away  her  bridle  by  and  by: 

She  skrecchethout,andwcepes,and  cries  alaffe, 
Readie  for  fearcofhurt,vnhurcto  die. 

Hereafter  I fhall  tell  you  what  became  on  her. 
Now  for  a farewell  I do  wifh  a lhame  on  her. 
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This  while  Orlando  had  his  gyrfes  mended. 

And  new  prouided  what  before  did  lackc,  - 
And  mounting  on  his  horfe,a  while  attended. 

To  fee  if  fo  the  Pagan  would  come  backe. 

But  feing  that  he  came  not,  he  entended 
To  follow  him,  and  finde  him  by  the  tracker 
But  firft(as  one  thatwcll  good  manners  knew) 

He  badZfr^(/M,and  hislpoufc  adew. 

Fainc  would  Zerhino  with  this  Earle  haue  gone. 

And  take  fuch  part  of  eu’rie  hap  as  he. 

But  that  the  noble  Earle, hereof  would  none. 
Saying  there  could  not  more  diftionor  be. 

Then  for  a knight  toffiunne  to  fight  alone; 
Wherefore  he  would  not  thereunto  agree: 

Thus  ZerJi'n  loth,  doth  from  this  Earle  depart, 
Poore  If  bell  ihedding  tearcs  for  tender  hart. 
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But  ear  they  went,  this  Earle  Zerhino  praid. 

If  he  hapt  firfton  Mandricard  to  light, 

To  tell  him  how  long  time  for  him  he  ftaid. 

And  ment  to  feeke  him  ou  t againe  to  fight. 

Now  that  his  comming  was  fo  long  delaid; 

He  ment  to  Paris  ward  to  go  that  night,  (him, 
ToC/iarfohis  camp,where  if  he  would  enquire  of 
At  any  time  he  fhould  be  fure  to  heare  of  him. 
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Thus  much  he  praidc,  and  thence  away  hev/enr. 

To  feeke  out  Mandricard )ouz  found  him  not. 

And  (for  the  day  now  more  then  halfe  was /pent. 
The  funne  and  feafon  waxing  fomwhat  hot) 

A fhadie  groue  he  found,  and  therehe  mcnr. 

To  takc/bme  cafe, but  found  fmall  eafe  God  wot; 
Thinking  his  thirft,  and  heat  a while  tofivage. 

He  found  that  fet  him  in  worfe  heat  and  rage. 
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Forlooklngall  about  thegrouCjbehoW, 

In  fundric  places  faire  cngrau’nhc  fees, 

Her  name  whofe  louc  he  more  eftecms  then  gold, 
, By  her  ownehand,  inbaiksofdiuerfe  trees; 

This  was  the  place  ,wherin  before  I told, 

Medoro  vfd  topay  his  furgeons fees, 

Where  foe,to  boft  of  that  that  was  her  fhamc, 

Vfd  oft  to  write  hers  and  Afedoro;  name. 

And  then  with  true  lone  knots,  and  pretie  poles, 

(To  foew  how  foe  to  him  by  loue  was  knit) 

Her  inward  thoughts,  by  outward  words  difcloles. 
In  her  much  louc,  to  foew  her  litle  wit. 

Orlando  knew  the  hand,  and  yet  fuppofes. 

It  was  not  foe,  that  had  fuch  pofies  writ. 

And  to  beguile  him  felfe,  tufo  tufo  (quoth  he) 
Th6re  may  be  more  ./ingelicoi  then  foe. 
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Yea,but  I know  to  wcl',  that  pretie  han^ 

Oft  hath  foe  fenc  me,  letters  of  her  writing: 

Then  he  bethinks,  hcr-v  foe  might  vnderftand, 
HisnamcandIoue,vnder  that  new  inditing; 

And  how  it  might  be  done  long  time  hefcand. 
With  this  fond  thought, fondly  him  felfdclightmg 
Thus  with  fmallhope,muchfcare,alI  malcontent, 
In  thefc  and  fuch  conceits  the  time  he  Ipcnt. 
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And  ay,the  more  he  feekes  out  ofhis  thought. 

To  driue  this  fanfie,ftill  it  doth  encrcale, 

Eu'n  as  abird,tliat  is  with  birdlyms  caught, 
Bcatcth  her  wings, and  ftriues  and  dofo  not  ceafe, 
Vntill  foe  hath  her  felfe  allouerwrought, 

And  quite  entangled  in  the  flymy  greafe. 

Thus  on  went  he , till  him  the  way  did  bring. 

To  a faire  foadie  caue,andpleafanc  fpring. 
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This  was  a place,  wherein  aboue  the  reft. 

This  louing  paire, leaning  their  homly  hoft. 

Spent  time  m fports,that  may  not  be  expreft. 
Here  in  the  parching  heat  they  tarid  moft. 

And  here  Medore{  y thought  him  felfe  moft  bleft) 
Wratc  certain  verles, as  in  way  of  boft. 

Which  in  his  language,doubties  founded  pritty. 
And  thus  I mine  thcm,to  an  Englifo  ditty. 
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ye  pleafant  plants, greene  herbs,and  waters  faire. 
And  caue  with  fmel!,and  gratefoll  Hiadow  mixt, 
Where  fwcet  ^ngellyca, daughter  and  haire, 
OiGalajronnefin  whom  invaine  were  fixt, 

Many  mens  hearts, with  me  did  oftrepairc, 
Alone,and  naked  lay  mine  armes  betwixt. 
IpooreAfciorfjCanyeeldbutprayfc  and  thanks. 
For  thefe  great  pleafures  found  amid  your  banks. 
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And  pray  each  Lord  w horn  Cupid  holds  in  pray, 
Eachknight,cach  dame, and  eu’ry  one  befide, 
Gentle  or  clfejthatpaffcth  by  this  way, 

As  fanfic  or  his  fortune  foall  him  guide: 

That  to  theplants,herbs,lpring,and  caue  he  fay. 
Log  may  y funne  &moonc,maintaine  your  pride. 
And  the  faire  crew  of  Nymphs,makc  fuch  puruey  • 
As  hither  come  no  herds  to  your  annoy  ace.(ancc 
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It  writen  was  there  in  th’Arabian  toung. 

Which  toung  Orlando  perfeft  vndcrftood. 

As  hauing  learnt  it, when  he  was  but  young, 

And  oft  the  skill  thereof  had  done  him  good; 

But  at  this  time  it  him  fo  deeply  ftoung, 

It  had  been  wcll,that  he  it  neuer  coud. 

And  yet  we  fee  to  know,men  ftill  arc  glad. 

And  yet  we  fee  knowledge  oft  makes  men  mad. 
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Twifcjthrifcjyca  fiuc  times  he  doth  read  the  rime. 
And  though  he  raw,&  knew  the  meaning  plainej 
Yet, that  his  louc  was  guiltie  offuch  crime, 
Hcwill  notletitfinke  intohis  brayne. 

Oft  he  perufed  it,and  cii’ry  time. 

It  doth  encrcafc  his  foarpe  tormenting  painc. 
And  ay  the  more  he  on  the  matter  mufed , 

The  more  his  wires  and  fences  were  confufed. 
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Eu’n  then  was  he  of  wit  wellny  beftraughr. 

So  quite  he  was  geu’n  o-.  er  vnto  griefe, 

(And  fore  if  we  beleeue  asproofe  hath  taught. 
This  torture  is  of  all  the  reft  the  chiefe) 

Hislprit  was  dead,his  courage  quaild  w thought. 
He  doth  dilpaire  and  looke  for  no  reliefe.'^ 

And  forrow  did  his  fences  fo  forprife, 

That  words  his  toung, & teares  forfocke  his  eyes. 
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The  raging  pang  remained  ftill  within. 

That  would  hauebiirft  out  all  at  once  tofaft, 
Eu’n  fo  we  fee,  the  water  tary  in 
A bottle  litle  mouihd,and  big  in  waft; 

That  though  you  topfie  turuie  turne  the  brim. 
The  liquor  byds  behind  with  to  much  haft: 

And  with  the  ftiiuing,oft  is  in  fuch  taking. 

As  fcant  a man  can  get  it  out  with  foaking. 
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At  laft  he  corns  vnto  him  felfe  a new. 

And  in  his  minde  an  other  way  doth  frame. 

That  that,which  was  there  written,was  not  trew. 
But  writ  of  fpite  his  Lady  to  defame. 

Or  to  that  end,  that  he  the  fame  might  vew. 

And  fo  his  heart  with  iealoufie  inflame. 

Well  be’t  who  lift  (quoth  hc)I  fee  this  clearely. 

He  hath  her  hand  refembledpaflingnearely. 
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With  this  fmall  hope, with  this  poore  litle  Iparkc, 

He  doth  fome  dcale  reuiue  his  troubled  fprit. 

And  for  it  now  vyas  late, and  waxed  darke. 

He  feeks  fome  place  where  he  may  lye  that  night: 
At  laft  he  hears  a noyfc  of  doggs  that  barke. 

He  fmells  fome  fmokc,and  fees  fome  candle  light; 
He  takes  his  Inne,with  will  to  flecpe,not  eat. 
Filled  witli  griefe  and  with  none  other  meat. 
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But  lo  his  hap  was  at  th.at  houfe  to  hoft. 

Where  as  ^ngellyca  had  layn  before. 

And  where  her  name  on  eu’ry  doore  and  poft. 
With  true  loue  knots  was  ioyned  to  Medoie^ 
Thatknot,his  namc,whom  he  detefted  moft, 

Was  in  his  eye  and  thought  ftil!  euermote: 

He  dares  not  askcjnor  once  the  matter  tuch. 

For  knowing  more  of  that  he  knows  to  much. 
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Butvainc  it  was  himfelfe  fo  to  beguile, 

For  why  his  heft  vnasked  by  and  by, 

Seing  his  gucft  fit  there  fo  fad  the  while, 
Thinking  to  put  Irim  from  his  dumps  thereby, 
Plaincly  begins  without  all  fraud  or  guile, 
Without  concealing  truth,  or  adding  lye. 

To  tell  that  tale  to  him  without  regard. 

Which  diuerfc  had  before  with  pleafure  hard. 
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Namely  how  at  ..^ngelkus  requeft, 

He  Hoipe  vnto  his  houfe  to  bring  Medore, 

Who  then  was  (orely  wounded  in  his  breft. 

And  Ihe  with  ftirgerie  did  heale  his  fore; 

Bu  t while  with  her  own  hands  the  wound  flic  dreft 
Blind  Cupid  wounded  her  as  much  or  more. 

That  when  her  skill  & herbs,had  cur’d  her  patient 
Her  curclefle  v/ound  in  loue  made  her  viipatient. 

S>4 

So  that,admit  flic  were  the  gre.iteft  Queene, 
Offame  and  lining  in  thofeEafter  parts, 

Yet  lb  with  fanfie  ihe  was  ouerfeenc. 

To  marrie  with  a page  of  meane  defarts; 

Thus  loue  (quoth  hc)will  haue  his  godhead  feene. 
In  famous  Queens,  andhigheft  Princes  harts. 
This  find  (to  end  die  tale)  he  Ihcwd  the  iewell. 
That  Ihe  had  giu’n  him , which  Orlando  knew  well. 
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This  talc,  and  chiefly  this  fame  laft  conclufion. 

Was  eu’n  a hatchet  to  cut  of  allhope, 

When  loue  had  after  many  a vaine  collufion. 

Now  for  a farewell,  lent  him  fuch  a rope. 

To  hang  him  felfe,  and  drowne  him  in  confufion; 
Yet  fame  he  would  denic  his  fbrow  fcope. 

And  though  a while  to  fhew  it  he  forbears. 

It  breaketh  out  at  laft  in  fighs  and  tears. 

And  as  it  were  enforft,  he  giues  the  raine. 

To  raging  griefe,  lying  in  bed  alone. 

His  eyes  do  fhed  averiefhowre  of  raine. 

With  many  a fcalding  figh  and  bitter  grone. 

He  flepc  as  much,  as  ifhe  then  had  lainc 
Vpon  a bed  of  thornes,  and  ftuft  with  ftonc. 

And  as  he  lay  theron  and  could  not  reft  him. 

The  bed  it  felfe  gaue  matter  to  moleft  him. 
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Wretch  that  lam  (thus  to  him  felfe  he  fed) 

Shall  I once  hope  to  take  repofe  and  reft  me. 

In  that  fame  houfe  ? yea  eu’n  in  that  fame  bed. 
Where  my  yngratcftillloue  fo  lewdly  dreftme  ? 
Nay,  let  me  firft  an  hundred  times  be  ded, 

Firft  woluesdeuour,  and  vultursfhall  digeft  me. 
Straight  vp  he  ftarts,  and  on  he  puts  his  cloths. 
And  leaucs  the  houfe,  fo  much  the  bed  he  loaths. 
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He  Icaues  his  hoft,  nor  once  doth  take  his  leauc. 

He  fardefo  ill,  he  bids  not  them  farewell. 

He  leaucs  the  towne,  his  feruants  he  doth  Icaue, 
He  rides,but  where  he  rides  he  cannot  tell. 

And  when  alone  him  felfe  he  doth  perceauc, 
Tovveepe  and  wade,  nay  eu’n  tohouleandycll. 

He  doth  not  ceafe,  to  giue  his  griefe  a vent. 

That  inwardly  fo  fore  did  him  torment. 
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The  day  the  night,  to  him  were  both  alceke, 

Abrode  vpon  the  cold  bare  earth  he  lyes. 

No  fleep/10  food,hc  takes,  nor  none  would  feeke, 
Allfuftenancehetohim  felfe  denyes. 

Thus  he  began,  and  ended  halfe  the  weeke, 

And  he  him  felfe  doth  marucll  whence  his  eys 
Are  fed  folong,  with  fuch  a Ipringof  water. 

And  to  him  felfe  thus  reafons  on  the  matter. 
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No,no;  thefe  be  no  tears  that  now  I flied, 

Thefe  be  no  tears;  nor  can  tears  run  fo  rife: 

But  fire  offrenzie,diawth  vp  tomy  hed, 

My  vitallhumor,  that  fliould  keepe  my  life; 

This  ftreame  will  neuer  ceafe  till  I be  ded. 

Then  welcome  death,  and  end  my  fatal!  ftrifej 
No  comfort  in  this  life  my  wo  can  minifli, 

But  thou,  who  canft  both  life  and  lorow  finifli. 
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Thefe  arc  not  fighs,for  fighs  fomc  refpite  haue. 

My  gripes,  my  pangs,  no  1 efpitc  do  permit. 

The  blindfold  boy  made  me  a feeing  flauc, 

When  from  her  eyes,  my  heart  he  firft  did  hit. 

Now  all  inflam’d,  1 butnc,I  rage,  and  raue. 

And  in  the  midft  of  flame  confume  no  whit: 

Lone,  fitting  in  my  heart  a mafter  crewell. 

Blows  with  his  wings,fceds  with  his  will  the  fewcU. 

102 

I am  not  I,  the  man  that  erft  I was; 

Orlando,  he  is  buried  and  ded. 

His  moft  vngratefull  louc(ah  foolilh  lafle) 

Hath  killd  Orlando,  and  cut  of  his  head: 

I am  his  ghoft,  that  vp  and  downe  muft  pafle. 

In  this  tormenting  hell,  for  euer  led, 

Tobcafeaifull  fampk  an  d a iu  ft. 

To  allfuchfooles,  as  put  in  loue  ^eir  tmft. 
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Thus  wandring  ftill  in  wayes  that  haue  no  way. 

He  hapt  againe  to  light  vpon  the  cauc. 

Where  (in  remembrance  of  their  plc^ant  play) 

Medorodid  that  epigram  engraue. 

To  fee  theftones  againe,  his  woes  diiplay. 

And  her  ill  name,  and  his  ill  hap  deprauc. 

Did  on  the  hidden  .ill  his  fence  enrage. 

With  hate,  with  furie,  with  reuenge  and  rage. 
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Straight  wayes  he  draweth  foorth  his  fatall  blade. 

And  hews  the  ftones;  to  heau’n  the  ihiuers  flee, 

Accurfed  was  that  fountaiiie,  caue,and  lEade, 

The  arbor,  and  the  floures,  and  eu’rie  tree; 

Orlando  of  all  places  hauockemade. 

Where  he  thofe  names  together  ioynd  may  fee. 

Yea  to  the  fpringhc  did  perpetuall  hurt. 

By  filling  it  with  Icaues, boughs,  ftones  and  durt. 

lOf 

And  hauing  done  this  foolilh  frantickc  fear, 

He  layeshim  downe  allwearie  on  the  ground, 

Diftemperd  in  his  bodie  with  much  heat, 

In  myndwithpaines,thatnotoung  can  expound,  '7'er^ue  nomm 
Three  dayes  he  dothnot  fleepe,nor  drink,nor  eat, 
Butlaywichopeneyes,.isinafound.  KS- 

The fourthwichrage,andnotwithreafonwaked,  ,hr;mij%iuuic* 
He  rents  his  cIoths,and  runs  about  ftarke  naked,  iuniapauu. 

His 


Ctdtimaehm  ^ 

bath  the  ltl(ei>§ 
bit  elegy  that  he. 
ginnesiquicun^  i 
tile  futt  puetum  J 
ptnjcit  a-ae.  1 
rem,(jtc.  and  af- 
ter he  faith.  Non 
ego  fed  tenuu 
vapulat  vmbra 


Ouidderertbing 

the  death  of  fti- 

tta. 
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d-cq,. 

Setiei  burnt  ru- 
da,  nuiU  tneom- 
pta  captUu, 
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His  helmet  heiehe  flIngSjhis  pculdernsthcrcj 
He  cafts  aw;>y  his  cuvats  and  his  fiiicld : 

His  fword  he  thiow$away>he  cares  not  where, 

H e fcatteis  all  bis  armor  in  the  field; 

No  raggc  about  his  bodic  he  doth  btare. 

As  might  from  cold  or  might  from  (hame  him  fliield. 
And  lave  he  left  behind  this  fatall  blade. 

No  doubt  he  had  therewith  great  havockcmadc. 
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But  his  furpafling  force  did  fo  exceed. 

Allcommon  men,  that  neither  fword  norbill, 

Nor  any  other  weapon  he  did  need, 

Mccrefttersth  fulht’d  him  to  do  what  he  will, 
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He  rootes  up  trees  as  one  would  root  a weed: 
And  ev’n  as  birders  laying  nets  with  skill, 

Parc  /lender  thornes  away  with  cafie  /Irokcs, 

So  he  did  play  with  a/lieSjelmes  and  okes. 
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The  heardmen  and  the  fiiepheards  that  did  hearc, 
Thchideousnoifeand  unacquainted  /bund. 
With  fcarc  aad  wonder  great  approched  neare, 
Tofeejand  knew,  what  was  hereof  the  ground. 
But  now  I mufl:  cut  off  this  treatife  hearc, 

Lc/l  this  my  booke  do  grow  beyond  his  bound, 
Andifyou  takefome  plcafure  in  this  text, 

1 will  20  forward  with  it  in  the  next. 


in  Biadamants/urrcw/or  tvam  ofRogcro,  »c  may  note  how  it  fhUelhout  many  timet,  that  over  great  defire  of  re- 
ien‘re,worhclhtoour  fclves  at  great  difplea  fine,  as  we  wifited  to  our  enemies.  //iRodomcnt,  that  would  not  rahy  the 
lorfe  from  Hippalca  , ti/l  he  l-new  1 hat  a braoje  championwas  the  owner  t hereof i we  mail  note,  i hat  though  wrong  be  in 
deedathiv?  reprovable,  to  whomfoever  it  is  doneyet  it  hfarmoretolierable,  or  at  Icafl  excufahle,to  be  doneto  ones 
enualfthen  topoore  or  inferior  per  forts.  In  Zerbinos  happie  deliverance,  fiem  affmmeju/i  Mth,by  Orlandos  meanes. 
we  may  obferve  that  which  can  never  be  too  much  obferved,  namely  how  divine  providenceneverfailcs  the  innocent.  In 
all  the  proceeding!  o/Zerbino  and  Ifabella,  apatterne  might  be  taken  of  gratitude,  of  conflantnejfe,  and  of  noble  and 
princely  inclination. 

0/Hcrcules  and  Anthew, though  the  originall  it fclfe  feeme  hutfabuloKsyct  thus  it  is  written, that  they  two  wraft- 
ling,  YiexcvAcs.  perceived  that  Anthens  flrength  incrcajedly  jailing  to  theground,  and  therefore  to  take  him  fiom  his 
force, he  tooke  him  up  in  his  armes,  andfo  held  bint  from  theground  till  he  had  utterly  vanqu'flted  him.  Plutarke  in  the 
life  ofSertorius faith  this  Antheus  was  thrccfcore  cubits  high. 

In  Aftolfo,  that  put  o^his  armor, andgavc  away  hisfparehorfe,  and  all  his  fuperftms  weapons,  whenhewasto 
take  the  Grijijiihhoyfc,  and  fy  about  the  world,  may  be  gathered  a good  allcgoricalt  fence,  or  rather  it  may  be  called 
theoloo-icaliinameiy  that  he  that  will  betake  himfclfctofohigh  a projeffion,  as  to  teach  andftudie  the  high  myfleries  of 
Chrififan  religion,  and  live  in  contemplation  of  heavenly  things,  flmildcafi  away  the  burdenous  clog  of  all  worldly  in- 
cumbrances,^idtoufe  the  phrafeof  our  Saviour  himfelje,  (leave  jather,wife  andchildrenjandwhatfoever  cl/e  may  be 
ahindcrance  to  our  proceedings  inthat  k‘>'>d  ■■  but  this  di four fe  is  fit  for  another  place,  and  my  felfealfo  handled  it 
more  amply  in  a little  dialogue  of  mariage  that  I made  in  myyoung  daics, and  therefore  here  IwiU  cut  it  of^for  avoi- 
ding tedmfieJfe.ConcerningOrhndosmadncjfe  there  is  anotable  allegory  to  be  gathered  thereof,  of  which  (becaufe  I 
mwhave  iakenupon  me  togo  thorowwith  thcwholeworke)  Iwtlldejerretojpeake  tiU  I come  torefleringofhiswit 
againe. -which  I count  more  proper  for  this  fubjeli. 

Eat  in  the  manner  of  his  falling  ■mad,my  author  hath  (in  mine  opinion)  fltew'dhimfelfehis  crafts  mafer,  fettingit 
out, very  pathetically, or  (tofpeakeEngliJh)  pajfmatly.  Furder  there  is  in  it  a notable  Venpaia,  which  fignifies  the 
aunitionfor  taking  knowledge  oj  a fudden  mutation  of  fortune,  either  good  or  bad  to  a contrarie  extreame:  oj  which  kind 
there  be  many  examples  Jttn  fpecially  one,  to  which  mine  author  feemes  to  allude.  Namely  that  of  Oedipus  in  Sopho- 
clcsj/flr  when  a mepnger  came  to  him,  to  tell  him  how  by  the  death  o/Polybus  he  was  elelfed  Ifing  of  Corinth,  Oedi- 
oMrejufedtocome  thither,  f or  fcare  of  committing  incefi  with  his  owne  mother  ( of  which  the  Oracle  hadforetoldhim) 
the  mefenpcr  thinking  to  clcarehim  of  that  fcriipU,  unadvifedlytoldhim  whofefonne  hewas  (which  he  hpew  not  be- 
fore) andtherciy  now  ipuw  certainly  that,  which  before  he  mi/lrufled,  namely  that  he  had  lainewith  Us  mother, where- 
upon in  deed  befell fiarke  mad,andwas  after  recured,as  appeares  in  theflorie. 
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THE  XXIIII.  BOOKE.  m 


THE  ARGVMENT. 

'Thi  nohle  Zerbyn,  pardon  doth  afford 
T 0 Od*rtkf-»d  Gabryna,graceles  payre: 
Adandrycard  hurts  him,  for  Orlandos freer d. 

He  dyes,  tn  armes  of  Ifabellafaire. 

Fierce  %odomont  with fundrte  pajjions flurd. 

Fights  Tvith  the  crtiell (iydgricanes  hatre. 

But  them  m thar  chief  rage  their  mtfires  parted. 
From  wheni  e to  aid  their  Frince  they  both  departed. 


Z/t! 


y on  loucs  blind  fnarcs 
once  fees  his  foote, 
Seckethto  draw  it  back, 
but  finds  it  caught, 
And  madnes  meere,  in 
louc  to  ouerfhoot. 
The  foole  hath  felt , the 
wife  hath  eucr  taught. 
And  though  in  all  al;ke,it 
take  not  root. 

Yet  all  iliall  finde,  loue  is  a thing  of  naught, 
For-furejitis  an  open  figne  of  madnes. 

To  haue  an  others  plca(iire,brced  thy  fadnes. 

2 

Now  though  effeds  prooue  not  in  all  alike. 

Yet  all  areniad  infortjallgoaftray. 

As  in  a wildemcs  where  men  do  fecke. 

And  more  and  more  in  fecking  loofe  their  way. 
Wherefore, let  no  man  this  my  wifh  miflike. 

In  whom  fond  loue, (hall  carielong  the  fway, 

I wi(b  for  due  reward, fuch  doting  dolts. 

Like  wilfull  prifners,  ftore  of  ir’ns  and  bolts. 

Some  man  perhap  will  fay, what  loft  my  frend. 

You  fpie  our  faults,  in  your  own  errors  blind; 

And  true  it  is , yet  fpeake  I to  this  end. 

To  bring  vs  both, into  a better  minde. 

As  for  my  felfe,l  hope  er  long  to  mend. 

And  from  thefe  bands,in  time  my  felfe  vnwindet 
Though  it  hath  tane  in  me, fuch  root  I prouc  it. 

As  hard  tis  on  the  fudden  to  remouc  it. 

4 

Iflicwd  you  in  the  bookc  that  went  before, 

By  what  miihap  Orlando  waxed  mad, 


Lecfing  not  only  care  of  vertues  lore. 

But  re3fon5wit,and  all  the  fence  he  had: 

H;s  armor  he  dilperft,his  cloths  he  tore. 

The  verie  cloths,wherevvith  his  corps  was  clad: 
And  though  he  wanderd,all  vnarmd  and  naked. 
Yet  at  his  prefence,all  the  countrie  quaked. 

Tite  c ountrimen  that  heard  the  noife  aloof. 

Of  trees, that  with  theirfall,made  no  fmall  crackc 
Came  neare,and  faw  by  plaine  and  open  proof. 
His  moflrous  ftregrh,by  their  fo  moftrous  wracke. 
And  ftraight  they  found  ir,beft  for  their  behoof. 
With  all  the  haft  they  could,  to  get  them  backc. 
For  thofe  he  caught  he  did  this  leflbn  teach, 
Neucr  to  come  within  a mad  mans  reach. 
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Away  they  fledjbut  he  purfu’d  fo  faft, 

Thatlbme  he  caug'ot,&fomerurptifd  with  fearc. 
Stood  ftill  (as  oft  it  happens)  all  agaft, 

Not  knowing  how  to  hide  thefelues  norwhearc. 
Some  other  ploughmen  feeing  what  had  paft. 
Thought  it  bu  t litle  wit  to  tarie  theare. 

But  chmdffor  feare)their  houfes  & their  churches 
Doubling  the  ftrength,of  clmes,of  bcech,and 

7 (burches. 

Among  the  reft, he  takes  one  by  thcheele. 

And  with  his  head  knocks  out  an  others  braine. 
Which  caufed  both  of  them  fuch  paine  to  feele. 
As  till  dooms  day  they  neucr  ihall  complaine; 

An  other  with  his  fift  he  made  to  reele. 

Till  paine  it  fclfc  made  him  paft  fence  of  paine. 
And  when  the  men  fled  all  away  affcard. 

Then  with  like  rage  he  fee  vpon  their  heard. 
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The  voyce  of  mcn,the  bcllowings  of  beaft, 

About  the  countric  rayfdfo  great  a found. 

As  might  haue  well  been  heard  fiuclcagSjatleaft, 
And  aU  the  people  ftraight  were  raifed  roundj 
Each  man  prouiding(as  he  could)  the  beft 
And  for  the  prefent  time  might  then  be  found. 
With  bowsjwith  bills, with  ftaucs,&pikcs3&  progs 
To  be  rcueng’djon  thefe  outragious  wrongs. 


HeTt$ur>iah  to 
Orlando  tn  the 
rg.beokf  the 
(left. 


OJertl{  ul^e  fri- 
foner  breu^ht 
toZtrbino, 
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Lookc  how  the  wanes  are  driu’n  by  weftem  blaft. 
And  one  and  one,do  rife  ftill  more  and  more, 
Vntill  their  force  fo  great  be  at  the  laft. 

They  Iprincle  all  the  banksjand  beat  the  Ihore, 

So  now  thefe  countrie  folke,came  in  fo  faft, 

By  two,and  three, a dozen, and  a fcore; 

Till  at  the  laft,they  grew  lb  great  a number. 
Their  veric  mulutudc  them  fclues  did  cumber. 

10 

But  when  they  faw  tlicir  force  could  do  no  good. 
And  that  his  skin  lb  ftraunge  proteftion  had. 

That  though  they  fmot  theron  they  drew  noblood 
They  thought, y they,  might  wotfe  be  thought  the 
To  fight  with  one  that  all  the  fo  withftood,  (mad. 
Wherefore  they  parted  home  difmaid  and  fad. 
The  madman  went  vnto  the  neareft  village. 
Although  he  cared  not  for  Ipoile  or  pillage. 

II 

And  finding  no  man  there,nor  fmall  nor  great. 

For  all  were  fled  away  from  thence  for  awj 
As  famine  forft  him,he  fought  out  fomc  meat, 
And  were  it  fine  or  courfe,che  firft  he  faw, 

In  greedie  Ibrt  he  doth  dcuour  and  eat. 

Not  caringifit  rolled  were  or  raw. 

And  when  thus  homly  he  had  tanc  rcpall. 

About  the  countrie  bcdlemlike  he  pall. 

iz 

Scaringboth  man  andbeall  without  regard, 

T akmg  fwift  gotes,and  fallow  dearc  in  chafe, 
Somtimesa  Lion  fierce,  aborc,ap3rd. 

Killing  by  llrength  and  fvvifmes  ofhis  pafe. 

At  laft  he  came  where  as  a knight  did  guard. 

The  palTage  ofa  bridge,  and  by  theplace, 
Hadbuilt  atowrc  ofno  fmall  worke  and  charge. 
As  ihalbe  flrovvd  hereafter  more  at  large. 

Nowmull  I tell  what  hap  ZfrA«o  had. 

Who  with  fairc  togither  rode. 

After  this  Earle,who(as  you  heard)fell  mad. 

But  by  the  way,thefc  two  made  Ibme  abode 
where  they  beheld  two  men  in  armor  clad. 
Drilling  a horfe  thatbare  a wofull  lode, 
NamclyaprifnercoZfr6/>>9  known. 

That  had  been  once  a feruaunt  ofhis  own. 
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This  prifner  O^/en'i^of  Biskie  hight, 

In  whom  the  prince  had  put  lb  great  a trull. 

He  made  chief choife  of  him  as  of  a knight. 

That  ofhis  promife  would  be  firmc  and  lull. 

But  he(fondbeall)ellceming fmall  delight, 

And  fruitlclTe  hope,of  his  vnbridled  lull, 

Abouc  his  facred  oth  and  promill  fealtie. 

Would  haue  defloured  her  againll  all  lealtie. 


If 

Fairc  Ifahellhyhap  cii’n  then  was  telling, 

How  in  the  boat  Ihc  dcfpratly  was  faued; 

And  hauingfeapt  the  ftormic  fcas  and  fwelling. 

How  trecherouflic  this  wretch  him  felfc  bthaued, 
That(had  not  owtlawcs  therabout  been  dwelling) 

He  would  haue  forft  her,vnto  that  he  craned, 

Andeu’n  as  thcfc,orfomeruchwords  fliefcd. 

She  faw  tire  man  flicfpakeof,captiueled. 
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Thole  two  that  led  the  wicked  OdV/^tide, 

Knew  well  their  Lord  when  as  they  came  in  vew. 

Both  by  the  Lady,that  was  by  his  fide. 

And  by  the  rampaunt  Lion  red  ofhew. 

Borne  by  the  prince, not  for  a fliew  ofpridc. 

But  hisasfromhispiedecelTors  dew. 

Theylighc,andwith  acourtfie  to  the  ground. 

And  cap  in  handjfalutc  their  Lord  thus  found. 
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Zethirto  knew  and  cald  tliem  both  by  name, 

Corefo  tone,  ./iiwemo  tothcr  hight. 

Which  two  wkhifahell from  Baycn  came, 

Vndcr  the  guide  ofthatvnworthy  wight. 

And  ftraight  ^Imonio  thus  his  fpcech  dotli  frame. 

My  Lord(laid  hc)l  lhall  toyou  recite. 

Some  litle  part,of  that  vnpleafaiint  ftory. 

That  till  this  hourcjhad  made  my  heart  full  lory. 
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Sith(thanktbe  God)this  Lady  here  doth  liuc,  ^Imonitt 

Who  felt  thefe  ftorms,and  therin  chiefly  fmarted  Jpftch. 

I know  that  Ihc  thereof  could  notice  giuc. 

And  hath  er  this  to  you  the  fame  imparted^ 

Only  I lhalldeclarc  what  did  me  gricue. 

And  what  had  hapncd,fince  from  her  I parted. 

What  time  by  this  vile  wretches  lewd  intent. 

For  horfe  and  men  toRochcUlwasfent. 
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And  as  I went,  fo  backe  I turnd  in  haft. 

With  men  and  horfe,as  good  as  I could  get, 

Tofeekethem  out  mine  eyes  about  I call. 

But  yet  mine  eyes  on  them  1 could  not  fet. 

Their  tiackc  I found,and  following  that  hill  faftj 
It  brought  me  to  a wood  where  as  I met, 

Coieh  my  fellovv.panting  then  and  groning. 

Curling  this  caitifc,andhimfclfe  bemoning. 
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He  told  me  how,  he  fighting  in  defence 
Of l/abeUayV/OiS  foforelie  wounded, 

That  from  that  place  he  had  not  fturred  fence. 

And  how  with  bleeding  much,hc  oft  had  founded. 

At  which  report  I tooke  fo  great  offence. 

That  in  my  witts  I was  welnie  confounded. 

And  to  reucnge,my  heart  lb  fharpe  was  whet, 

JhiiCorehs  daunger  quite  I did  forget. 
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But  when  in  vainc  this  wretch  I long  had  foughty 
Backe  to  Corelto  I returnd  againe. 

Who  was  fo  weake,and  low  by  bleeding  brought. 

That  fcant  the  life  did  in  his  lymbs  rcmainc. 

For  which  his  wofull  ftare,I  tooke  great  thought, 

As  one  that  deemd  it  fitter  to  ordaine. 

Friers  and  Priefts,his  buriall  to  procure  him. 

Then  Surgeons  or  Phifitibs  that  might  cure  him. 
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Yet  him  vneo  the  townc  at  laft  I caried, 

Whcrc,by  fuch  helpc  ourfrcndly  hoft  procured. 

It  plcarecl  God, Coreio  not  miicaried. 

But  ofhjs  greeuous  huns  was  Ibundly  curedj 
Which  done, no  longer  in  thole  parts  we  taried. 
But  being  there  by  fundry  men  allured. 

That  Odrtckjin  Alfonfos  court  was  byding. 

Thither  went  we,to  heare  of  him  fomc  tyding. 

And  there  I challengd  Odril^iacz  to  face. 

And  by  the  noble  lufliceoftheking, 
Andchiefly(asl  deem)by  Gods  great  grace, 

That  only  rules  and  gouerns  eu’ry  thing, 

I tooke  him  prifner  in  the  prefcntplace. 

From  whence  aliue  I did  him  hither  bring, 

(For  why  rhat  king,hearing  his  grear  offence^ 

Did  graunt  vs  libertie  to  bring  him  thence. 

I mighthaue  flaine  him', as  he  well  deferued. 

But  yet  Ichufed rather  of  the  twainc, 

Vntoyour  doom  tohauehis  life  referued. 

That  you  might  point  him  death  w worthy  paine. 
And  muchlioy  that  luck  fo  well  hathferued, 
That  we  fo  fafe  haue  found  your  grace  agayn, 

And  much  more  I rcioyfe,ifmuch  more  may  be. 
At  the  good  hcalth,and  welfare  of  this  ladic. 

Thus  much./<//«o»)ofaid,and  then  did  ccale, 
Expe&ing  what  Zerhino  would  rephe. 

Who  all  the  while  ftood  ftill  and  held  his  peace, 
Vewingthe  prifner,with  an  hcedfull  eye: 

And  much  it  didhis  griefe  of  minde  increafe. 

To  thinke  a frend  could  ftray  fo  farre  awry. 

Then  fighing  deepe;  what  Odrick^  is  this  ttew, 
Wherwith  (quoth \\z')Almonio  chargeth yow? 
z6 

The  caitiue,humbly  prollrate  on  the  ground. 
Pardon  my  Lord  (laid he)  your  feruants  crime. 
What  wight  on  earth  can  voyd  of  fault  be  found? 
What  Sainft  is  fuch  as  doth  not  linne  Ibmtime? 
Tweene  good  and  bad  this  diftrence  Ible  isfound, 
That  good  men  fin  but  feeld , and  mend  betime : 
The  bad  man(making  fcruple  none  norqueltion) 
Yeclds  wilfully  to  eu’rie  lewd  fuggeftion. 
i7 

If  you  to  me  fome  fortrelfe  had  committed. 

And  I the  fame  had  wittingly  betrayd, 

1 graunt  fuch  fault  w'ere  not  to  be  remitted-. 

But  if  Iliad  with  force  bene  ouerlayd. 

Then  fure  I am  my  cafe  would  haue  bene  pittyd. 
At  leaft  no  finne  fli'ould  to  my  charge  be  layd. 
For  when  the  cnemic  is  once  the  ftronger, 

Tis  vaine  to  make  refiftance  anielonger. 
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Eu’n  lb  my  Lord,my  faith  I ought  to  guard. 

No  other  then  a fortrelfe  or  a hold. 

Put  in  my  charge,with  careful!  watch  and  ward. 
As  long  as  ftrength  will  feme  me  it  to  hold: 

And  fo  I kept  my  faith  with  dueregard. 

Nor  was  I anie  way  to  be  controld, 

Vntill  at  laft  I was  fo  ftrong  alfayJed, 

That  faith  gaue  place,  and  fancic  then  preuailed. 


a? 


Thus  Odrickf  faid,  and  what  he  faid  belide , 

I doubt  it  fomwhat  tedious  were  to  tell, 

Namely,  that  none  fo  great  alfault  could  bide. 
That  lone  all  other  palTions  doth  excel!. 

But  fure  if  it  wereeuer  plainly  tride, 

T hat  humble  Ipecch,  doth  often  wrath  expcllj 
Now  Odrkke  found  oflowly  words  the  fruit. 

That  holpc  him  to  obtainc  fohard  a fuit. 

3° 

Zerhino  ftoed  a while  in  mind  conflifcd, 
Topunilhorto  pardon  his  offence. 

Sometime  his  thoughts  all  clemcncie  reflifcdi 
Sometime  the  louc  ,and  fetuice  done  long  fence, 
AlTwadg’d  his  wrath,  and  totliers  fault  cxcufcd. 
And  mou’d  him  with  his  foUie  todifpence: 

And  ftill  as  rage  kindled  the  fire  of  wrath, 

Mercie  to  quench  it  ftore  of  water  hath. 

3* 

Now  while  in  this  fame  doubt  ZerS/wftayd, 

Behold  by  hap  Gahrina  there  was  brought. 

She  that  of  late  had  this  good  Prince  betrayd. 
And  had  to  him  fo  great  a daunger  wrought; 

Her  horfc  that  heard  where  other  horfes  nayd. 
Came  to  the  noife,  as  nature  hath  them  taught, 
Againft  her  will,  (he  wanting  force  to  fway  him. 
And  hauing  loft  tire  rains,  wherwith  to  ftay  him. 
3* 

The  beaftly  wretch  cride  helpc,  and  out  alas. 

While  thusherhorfe  ran  ouer  fields  and  lands. 
But  when  the  Scottifli  Prince  faw  who  (he  was. 
And  how  (he  hither  came  he  vndcrftands; 

He  gaue  God  thanks,  that  fo  had  brought  to  paff< 
To  giuc  thofc  two  at  once  into  his  hands. 

Which  two,  for  their  mifdeeds  aboue  the  reft. 

He  had  great  caufe  to  malice  and  deteft. 

And  afterhe  had  made  a litle  paufc. 

Turning  vnto  his  feruants,thus  he  fayd. 

Sirs,  Odrkke  ftiallnot  die,  although  by  laws. 

His  faftdeferues  no  lelTe  vprightly  wayd. 

For  fithhe  faith  affeftion  was  the  caufe. 

Content  I am,  on  loue  thefault  be  layd. 

The  finne  to  which  a man  by  loue  is  drill en. 

So  much  the  rather  ought  to  be  forgiuen. 
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The  force  of  ftrong  affedion  hath  er  this, 
Diftemperd,yea  and  fomtimcouerclirowne, 

A wifer  and  a ftaider  head  then  his. 

As  is  to  me  by  mine  experience  knownC; 

And  that  herein  he  did  his  dutie  miffc, 

I muft  confcffcjthc  fault  was  part  mine  owne. 
That  gaue  to  him  fuch  charge,  and  did  not  know. 
How  quickly  flaming  heate  can  kindle  tow. 

Then  to  the  caitiue  Odricke  thus  he  fpake. 

Here  I forgiue  thee,  and  do  thee  enlarge. 

Only  the  penance  I will  haue  thee  take. 

Is  this,  to  take  this  woman  in  rhy  charge , 

And  fweare  to  me,thou  {halt  not  her  forfake. 

For  one  whole  y care,  but  this  thine  oth  difchargt 
And  that  thou  {halt  if  any  would  offend  her. 

Do  thy  dcuoh,  and  vnto  death  defend  her. 
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^his  was  the  puniflimcnt  on  him  he  layd. 

And  certainly  this  fame  had  bene  enow. 

If  fo  the  circumftancc  were  duly  wayd. 

And  Odeiicke  had  right  performd  his  vow. 

For  why  fo  manie  men  fhe  had  betrayd. 

And  done  fuch  finnes  cu’n  from  her  youth  tiJ  now 
That  wherfoer  they  had  together  traucld, 

Lr  her  defence  he  muff  at  laft  be  graueld. 

37 

Thus  Zerlinlcx.  this  wicked  couple  go, 

Thinking  fufficicntly  to  plague  them  both. 
Swearing  if  euer  he  did  hap  to  know. 

That  he  herem  fliould  vioiat  his  troth. 

His  flefh  Ihould  feru  e as  feeding  for  the  crow, 

A fit  reward  for  fuch  as  breake  their  oth. 

Thus  went  this  honeft  couple  thence  together. 
Lurking  in  corners,  wandring  here  and  uiither. 

.3® 

But  what  in  th’end  of  tliere  fame  twobecamc, 

I know  not,  and  mine  author  doth  not  write, 

Onl)- 1 heard  a fpcech,  or  flying  fame. 

That  when  they  once  were  quite  from  fight 
Odrkl,f  (to  fhunne  die  quarcls  and  the  fliamc. 

That  by  her  cempanie  on  him  might  light) 
Hanged  her  \p,and  after  in  (liort  fpace, 

^Itnonto  made  him  runne  the  icifeiamc  race. 
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The  Prince  chat  fainc  fome  tidings  would  haue  hard. 
Of  chat  Earle  Pailadinc,  who  tocher  day. 

Fought  hand  to  hand  with  lofcie  Mandrkardi 
Vncill  his  rainlcire  horfe  him  bare  away, 
Dorhcrauellonhis  way  to  Paris  ward, 

Though  faire  and  fofc,  and  lingring  by  the  way, 
And  his  two  feriiants  he  doth  fend  before. 

Keeping  with  him  his  Ladic  and  no  more. 
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They'  rode  not  farre  but  that  they  found  the  caue, 
And  that  fame  pleafant  arbor  and  the  fpring, 

Ac  which  Aftiira  vfd  fuch  Iport  to  haue. 

With  that  faire  daughter  of  the  Indian  kingj 
Where  fhe  dieir  names  together  did  engraue, 

All  tyde  with  true  louc knots  (a  wondrous  thing.) 
They  looke,and  fee  the  ftones,the  words  &lctccrs 
Mangled  and  cutinto  athoufand  fitters. 
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And  as  they  mufd  hereon,  they  might  elpic, 

Orlandts  armor,  and  his  famous  blade, 
HightDurindana,on  the  ground  to  lie, 
Thatfword  that firfl for f/«(f7or bad  bencmadcj 
They  faw  where  Brigliador  was  feeding  by, 

Vpon  the  grafle  amid  the  pleafant  fhadc. 

This  fight  did  make  them  both  exceeding  fad. 

Vet  litlc  did  they  deeme  that  th’Erlc  was  mad. 
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Had  they  but  feenc  one  Iitle  drop  of  blood. 

They  would  haue  furely  thought  he  had  bin  flainc 
But  while  in  this  moft  carefull  doubt  they  flood, 
Behold  there  came  a countric  fillic  fwainc. 

That  with  no  litlefpecd  ran  through  the  wood. 
Scaping  the  mad  mans  ftiric  with  great  paincj 
He  told  them  how  a man  befiraught  offences. 

Had  done  thefc  outrages  and  great  oflcnccs* 
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And  further  gauc  them  perfeS  information, 

And  told  each  circumftancc  at  their  requeft, 
Zer'jtno  ftandctliftillin  admiration, 

And  as  the  maner  is,  him  felfe  he  blcft: 

And  with  great  griefe  ofmynd  and  lamentation. 
He  takes  the  fvvord,  and  armor  and  the  reft. 

And  /yi^elluhelpcththem  to  gather, 

Andfo  they  lay  them  on  aheape  together. 
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This  while  by  hap  came  by  faire  FiwdeUtge, 

Who(as  1 told  bcforc)with  penfiue  heart, 

\Vent  to  fcckc  out  her  loued  Lord  and  liege, 

I mcanc  OtUndos  frend,  king  Brandimart^ 

Who  leaning  Paris  m ihewofullfic-ge. 

To  fecke  Odando  didfrom  thence  depart. 

Till  ^tlant  to  that  cage  did  him  entile, 

Which  he  had  framd  by  magicall  dcuifc. 

The  which  cnchauntmcnt  being  now  defeated. 

By  good  ^flolfos  value  and  his  skill. 

And  all  the  knights  as  1 before  repeated, 

Ac  libcnie  to  go  which  way  they  will. 

King  Sr4«diwrtr/,diough  much  in  mynd  he  freated, 
Tothinkchowlongmvainehe  had  flood  ftill, 
Backe  vnto  Paris  ward  his  courfc  he  turned. 

Yet  miffing  her,  the  way  that  he  returned. 
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Thus  (as  I faid)  faire  AWe/;«je  by  chaiince, 

Saw  much  of  that  which  hapt,and  heard  the  reft. 
How  that  fame  worthic  Palladine  of  Fraunce, 
With  inward  griefe  of  mynd,  and  thought  oppreft, 
Or  by  fbmc  other  great  and  ftraunge  mifchauncc 
Went  like  a man  with  fome  ill  Ipry  tc  pofleft: 

And  Ihe  likcwifc  enquiring  of  the  peafaunt. 
Heard  all  the  circumftancc,  a tale  vnpleaf  aunt. 
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Zerhino  being  farre  from  any  towtte. 

Hangs  all  Orlandos  armor  on  a pine, 

Like  to  a*  penon,  and  left  anic  clowne, 

Or  pcafant  vile  iliould  take  a thing  fo  fine. 

He  writes  vpon  the  tree.  Let  none  take  downc 
This  armor  of  Or/flwfo  Palladine; 

As  who  would  fay,  if  anic  man  attempt  it, 

Orlando  would  er  Jongcaufe  him  repent  it. 
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And  hauingbrought  this  wonhie  worke  to  end^ 

And  readie  now  to  take  his  iourney  hence* 
Mandricardhi^^end.  thitherto  defeend. 

And  when  he  faw  the  tree,  he  askt  of  whence 
Thofc  vveapos  were?  which  known,hc  doth  intend 
To  take  away  good Durindana  thence: 

He  fteps  vnto  the  tree  and  takes  the  fword. 

Nor  fo  contentjhe  adds  this  fpitcfuUword. 
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Ah  Sir  (quoth  he)  this  hap  doth  make  me  glad. 

My  claime  vnto  this  fword  is  not  vnknowne. 

And  though  before  I nopofTeffion  had. 

Vet  now  1 lawfully  feize  on  mine  owne; 

Alas  poore  foole,  and  dothhefainehim  mad? 

And  h ath  away  his  fword  and  armor  thrownc, 
Becaufe  he  was  not  able  to  maintaine  it. 

And  was  afieard  that  I by  force  would  gair.c  it? 

Ztrhim 


TiordtUtgt, 


tAfUlfo  iiffalmi 

shistiKhawit- 


theimUU 
efl^rt^his  of  the 
order,  or  great 
perfimt,they  hag 
•vf  theire  arr/tes^ 
toithafitoord 
andabeadfeeet  ! 


Mandricar/.' 


OF  ORLANDO  FVRIOSO. 


193 


JO 

ZctJwo  cricth  outjWhatrpeaccfor  fliamc. 

Take  not  his  fword,  or  tliinkc  not  1 will  bcarc  it, 

Ifb)  the  cotcofHe<f7orfo  you  came. 

You  ft  ale  It,  and  vnworthy  are  to  wcarc  it, 

Tulh  (quoth  the  Pagan)  I will  bcarc  that  blame. 

As  for  your  thrcatnmg  do  not  ihinkc  1 fearc  it. 
Thus  tones  fliarp  anfwercs,tothcrs  fliarp  replying 
Made  them  to  Wl  to  tetmes  of  flat  defying. 

5x 

T6t  ttmhat  ht-  And  cither  ftiewingflgncs  of plainehoftillitic, 
Preparesthctothcrfiercclytoinuade, 

Zerhm*  with  his  skill  and  great  agillitie. 

His  partic  good  againft  die  Pagan  made, 

And  voyded  all  the  blowcs,w  ith  muchfacillitic. 
Though  hauing  great  diliiantage  in  the  blade; 

And  in  that  armour  mafliefoand  ftrong. 

That  in  umes  paft  toUeiior did  belong. 

SimiU.  Looke  how  a grewnd  that  Andes  a fturdie  bore. 

Amid  the  field,far  ftraying  from  the  heard. 
Runneth  about,  behind  him  and  before, 

Becaufe  of  his  fliarpe  tusks  he  is  affeard. 

So  Zerbin,  that  had  feene  oft  heretofore 
That  blade,  and  of  the  force  thereof  had  heard, 
With  heedful  eye  tofliun  theblowes  he  watched, 
Fmdinghimfelfe,  in  weapons  ouermatched. 
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Thus  warily  this  worthy  prince  did  fight, 

And  though  by  hccdfull  skill  he  fcaped  oft. 

The  ftirious  blocs  of  this  T artarian  kniglit, 

Yctlo,  at  laft  one  blow  came  from  aloft. 

And  Durindan  foheauie  did  alight. 

As  pierced  through  the  hard  vnto  the  fofc 
A foger  deepe,  and  went  in  length  afpan, 

Down  from  the  place  where  firft  the  wound  began 
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The  Prince  fo  erneft  was,  he  fcltnofmart, 

Yet  ran  the  bloud  out  of  the  breft  amaine. 

And  ofhis  curats  all  the  former  part. 

With  crimfon  ftreame  of  bloud  it  doth  diftaine, 
Swufr-  So  haue  I ieene  her  hand  that  to  mine  hart. 

Hath  bene  a caufc  of  anguifh  much  and  painc, 
When  the  a purple  feamc  or  flowre  hath  drawnc. 
In  filucr  kirtlc,  or  in  fleeue  of  lawnc. 

I 

The  wound  was  grear,but  yet  did  greater  fhow. 
Which  fight  faire  Jfabella  much  amated. 

The  Prince  that  feemednot  the  fame  to  know. 
With  force  etlcrcafed  rather  then  abated, 

Vpon  the  Pagans  brow,gauc  fuch  a blow,  (ted_ 
As  would  no  doubt  haue  him  both  checkt  and  ma> 
Sauc  that  (as  I to  you  before  rehearft) 

I His  armour  was  not  eafie  to  be  pcarft, 

i 

The  blow  was  fuch  as  caufedhim  to  recle. 

And  on  his  fterrops  ftaggringly  he  ftoed. 

Had  not  his  armourbene  cfpafTing  ftecle. 

The  blow  would  fiire  haue  enterd  to  the  blood. 
The  gricuous  painc  that  he  thereof  didfcclc. 

Put  him  into  fo  fierce  a raging  mood. 

So  that  for  all  Zerbinos  skill  and  fleight, 

He  wounded  him  in  places  feau  n or  eight. 
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Which  when  his  louing  lfaiell4  faw. 

She  went  to  Doralke^  and  her  doth  pray, 

1 he  fiirie  of  her  husband  to  withdraw. 

And  ioyne  with  her  to  part  the  bloudic  fray; 

Who  both  becaufe  fhe  was  infcarc  and  aw, 

Lcaft  yet  the  prince , her  Ipoiifc  endaunger  roayj 
And  tor  ofnatute,kmd  Ihc  was  andmcckc. 

Of  chat  good  motion  fhe  doth  not  miflike. 
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Thus  ihofe  two  Ladies  this  fierce  battcll  parted. 

In  which  the  Prince  recciued  many  a wound. 

Though  being  (as  he  was)moft  valiant  harted. 

He  neiicr  gaue  the  Pagan  inchc  of  ground:  . 

From  thence  each  couple  prefently  departed, 

Mandncard  to  the  Pagan  campc  was  bound,  Heturnet  t» 
Zerfort  to  Pans  ward, but  driti’n  toftay,  Mandruardia 

. By  rcafon  ofhis  bleeding  by  the  way.  7^^’ 

19 

’DamcTiordeliege  thatftood  this  ujiile  aloofe. 

And  faw  how  Mandricardpicuulcd  had. 

And  how  the  Prince  had  fought  with  euillproofc. 

Departed  thence  all  forrowfuU  and  fad, 

Reuiling  Mandncard  with  luft  reproofc. 

That  of  this  cuill  gotten  Iword  was  glad, 

Andwifhing  that  her  husband  Brandimarty 
Had  prefent  bene  to  take  Zerbinos  part. 
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But  as  fhe  traueld  homeward  to  the  caftipe. 

She  faw  the  noble  Tailadine  of  Fraunce, 

Not  like  himfelfe,but  of  another  ftampc, 

Befmeard  and  nakt,as  antiks  wont  to  daunce. 

Quite svas  cxtinguifhed  thcfhininglampe. 

Of  vercuc  bright  that  did  his  name  aduaunce: 

This  fight  in  Fiordehegc  muchforrow  bred. 

But  tell  me  now  how  good  Zerbino  fped. 

Who  on  his  way  with  painfull  fteppes  proceeding. 

With  IfabtUa  onely  and  no  more. 

His  former  taken  hurts  ftill  frefhly  bleeding. 

Which  now  with  cold  were  ftift'e  and  waxed  fore, 

Andy  et  this  griefe  in  him  the  reft  exceeding. 

To  thinkc  that  fword  of  which  1 Ipakc  before, 

, Should  mawger  him,  be  by  a Turke  polTeft, 

1 fay , this  greeu'd  him  more  then  all  the  reft. 

6x 

Now  gan  the  dredfull  pangs  of  death  aflaile  him, 

So  great  a ftreame  of  biotidhis  woundhad  draind 
His  eyes  weredimjhis  fpcach  began  tofailchim; 

Strong  hart,toyeeld  to  weak  limbs, was  coftraind; 

What  can  poorc  Ifabella  do  but  wailehim? 

Blaming  the  hcau’ns,  and  fates  that  had  ordaind. 

Her  toefcapefuch  daungers  and  fuch  harnics. 

And  now  to  haue  her  deare  die  in  her  armes, 

^3 

Zerbino,  though  he  leant  could  draw  his  breth. 

Yet  hearing  her  lamenting  in  fuch  fafhion. 

Opens  his  clofcd  lippcs,  and  thus  he  feth, 

Shewing  at  once,  and  mouing  much  compaflfion; 

So  mought  I (my  deare  lone)  eu’n  after  deth. 

Be  deare  to  thec,asIdo  fcclegreatpaftlon. 

To  think  whe  as  my  death  fro  hence  thal  reauc  me 
Alone  ill  woe  and  daunger  I fnail  leaue  thee. 

Riiij 
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Might  I hauc  left  thee  in  feme  fafer  place, 

1 (hould  cftccme  my  death  a blefl'cd  happe. 

And  that  the  hcau'ns  had  giu’n  me  fpcciall  grace. 
To  end  my  life  in  thy  bcloued  lappe, 

Now  grieus  it  me  to  thinke  of  thine  hard  cafe, 

In  what  a world  of  woes, I thceftiallwrappc. 
When  I muft  die,  and  leaiie  thee  here  alone. 

And  none  tohelpe  thy  harme  or  hearc  thy  mone. 

To  this  the  woftill  replies. 

With  watred  cycSjandheartllirprifd  withanguilh 
loyning  her  face  to  hisjand  her  faire  eyes. 

To  his  that  like  awitherdrofe  didlanguilh. 

No  thought  (faid  fl»c)  my  dcare  in  thee  arifc 
For  me,  for  know  I neither  do,  nor  can  wilh 
Thee  to  furuiuc,  1 will  be  thine  for  cuer. 

Life  could  not,  and  death  lhall  not  vs  difccucr. 
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Nofooner  (hall  thjkbreath  thy  breftforfake. 

But  I will  follow  thee  1 care  not  whether, 

Gritfe  (or  this  fword)  cf  me  an  end  lhall  make. 
And  iffome  (Iraiinger  after  fliall  comehechcr, 

I hope  of  vs  fuch  pittic  he  will  take. 

To  lay  our  bodies  in  one  grauc  togichcr: 

This  faid,  about  his  netke  her  armeslhe  clalped. 
Drawing  the  fainting  breadr  that  oft  he  gafped. 

^7 

The  Prince  enforlinghis  forfcebled  voyce. 

Said  thus:  I thee  coniure  my  foie  delight. 

By  that  dcare  loue,  that  made  me  firft  thy  choife. 
And  thee  from  natiucfoile  to  take  thy  flight. 

If  euer  in  my  loue  thou  didftreioyce. 

If  to  commaund  thecl  haue  any  right. 

That  thou  ftil!iuc(aslongas  God  Ihril grant  thee) 
And  not  difpairehow  cuer  fortune  daunt  thee. 

6\i 

7 h’almightie  God,  from  daungcr  and  from  ill. 

Hath  hedierto,and  wili(l  truft)  thee  fauej 
Eu’n  as  hefent  ihat  noble  Earle,  to  kill 
Thofe  cay  tiues  that  did  kcepc  thee  in  their  caue, 
And  fau’d  thee  from  the  Biskins  wicked  will, 
Hauingpreferud  thee  firft  from  fait  fea  waue: 

Liue  d'ien(my  dcare)  and  truft  in  him  aboue. 

And  while  you  hue, be  mindfullof  my  loue. 
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Scantly  th  efe  latter  words  his  lippes  had  paft, 

When  death  vnto  his  heart  was  foftly  crept. 

And  as  the  lampe  go’th  out  whenoylc  doth  waft. 
So  quietly  noble  Zerbino  flept: 

What  tongue  can  tell  how  fore  (he  was  agaft, 
How  (he  lamented,  wailed,  n^ournd,  and  wepa 
Toherownc  eyes, and  faire  heare  doing  force, 
When  as  fhc  faw  her  deare  a fenceles  corfe. 
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And  griefc  hadfethcr  in  fo  great  a rage. 

With  Zerbines  fword  (he  thinks  an  end  to  make. 

Of  her  owne  life,  her  forrow  to  alTwage, 
Negleding  thofe  laft  words  Zeriino  Ipake: 

But  loe,  a certaine  faintlike  perfonage,  (take 
That  fword  from  hand,  that  thought  fro  hart  doth 
Namely,  agodly  hermit,  and  dcuout. 

That  was  by  hap  abiding  there  about. 
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Who  came  and  faid,  Damfcll  leaue  ofdifpaire. 
Nature  humane,  and  womens  fex  is  fraile, 

Fearc  him  that  rules  both  heau’n  & earth,  & aire. 
Who  faith  the  word,and  his  word  cannot  failc. 
That  thofe  that  vnto  him  for  helpe  repaire. 

And  put  their  truft  in  him  (liall  neuer  quailc** 
Then  (hewd  he  her,  to  proue  hisfayings  true. 
Samples  out  of  the  fcripturcs  old  and  new. 

Of  faintlike  women  that  in  time  of  old, 

1 heir  hues  in  prayre  and  chaftitic  had  (pent. 
And  further  to  the  damfcll  faire  he  told. 

And proou’d  and  flicwdby  reafons  euident, 
Thatwordly  things  arc  vamc  and  haue  no  hold, 
Onely  in  God,is  true  ioy  and  content : 

In  fine, he  makes  toher  this  godly  motion. 

Her  future  life  to  fpend  in  true  dcuoiion. 

His  godly  (pccch  by  helpe  ofhcau’nly  grace, 

Poord  in  her  heart  by  hye  diuine  infufion. 
Wrought  fuch  effeft,  and  found  fc  good  a place. 
She  ceaft  to  feeke  or  workc  her  owne  confufion. 
But  Icauingthe  profcfTionof  her  race, 

Waxt  a profefled  Chriften  in  conclufion; 

And  gaue  herfclfe  to  prayre  and  pure  dcuinitie. 
Vowing  to  God  her  life  and  her  vcrginitic. 
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Yet  did  (he  not  rcmouc  out  of  her  thought, 
Theferuent  loixe  Zerbino  had  her  borne, 

Bii  t by  the  hermits  Iielpe  the  corfe  (he  brought. 
Thinking  it  fin  to  leaue  it  (b  forlome. 

And  in  fomc  village  thereabout  (he  bought, 
Sweete  balmeSjto  fill  the  fle(h  all  cut  and  tome. 
Then  in  a Cypres  coffin  (he  doth  clofc  it, 

Not  being  yet  refolu’d  where  to  dilpofe  it. 

7f 

That  aged  fire, though  being  wife  and  ftaid, 
Yetwould  not  truft  in  his  owne  ftay  fo  well, 

, To  Carrie  fuch  a faire  and  goodly  maid. 

To  foiournc  with  him  in  his  little  cell, 

Tvvere  perill  great  (thus  to  himfelfe  he  faid) 

That  fire  and  ftraw,(houldnye  togither  dwell. 
Wherefore  he  meanes  to  Prouince  her  to  carie. 
And  there  to  place  her  in  a moneftarie. 
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But  as  he  thitherward  with  ifbell  went. 

And  by  the  way  deuoutly  did  her  teach. 

All  things  vnto  religion  pertinent. 

And  of  the  fame  moft  learnedly  did  preach. 
Behold  a Pagan  fierce  with  foule  intent. 

This  purpofe  and  their  iourncy  doth  impeach. 

As  I (hall  (hew  more  largely  afterward : 

Now  backc  I muft  returne  to  Msindricard, 

77 

Whohauing  ended  that  fame  cruell  fight. 

In  which  the  vvorthift  prince  aliue  was  flainc, 
Soone  after  by  a (liadic  banke  did  light. 

And  tu  rnd  his  horfe  a grafing  on  the  plaine. 

Dame  Doralice^  whom  he  tooke  delight, 

Onely  with  him  inthatplace  did  rcmaine. 

When  fodainly  looking  by  chaunce  afidc. 

An  armed  knight  come  toward  them  (he  fpide. 
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She  gueftj  but  yet  flic  knew  not  by  the  view. 

Who  It  might  be,  vntill  Qie  (pidc  her  page, 

That  came  with  him,  then  certainly  iRe  knew, 
Twasjf^pt/owoK^fulJofreuenge  and  rage. 
Wherefore  vnto  her  knight  (he  nearer  drew, 
Andfaid  (my  Lord)  mine  honour  I dare  gage. 
Yonder  comes  Kpdomnc  mine  aiincient  loucr. 
Thinking  by  fight  from  you  me  to  recouer. 
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Looke  how  the  Falcon  in  the  aire  doth  mount. 

When  fhe  clpics  a Bittor  or  a Heme, 

So  when  this  prince  efpied  l^domounty 
And  by  his  haft  his  furie  did  difccrnc, 

Like  one  that  made  ofconqti  eft  full  account. 

He  ftartctKvp,with  vifage  grim  and  fterne: 
Straight  armd,  andhorftheis,hisfoe  tomeete, 
In  hand  the  raynes,  in  fteropes  are  his  fcetc. 
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When  as  the  tone  the  tother  came  lb  neare. 

As  each  might  harken  what  the  tother  fed, 
I{odomont  Ipake  fo  lowd  as  he  might  heare, 

Witli  threatning  gefture,  both  ofhand  and  hed: 
Saying,  be  fure  lie  make  thee  buy  it  deare. 

That  with  a fliort  vaine  pleafure  haft  beene  led. 
To  do  to  one  lb  foule  and  open  wrong, 

That  can  and  will  wreak  e it  on  thee  er  long. 

8r 

The  Tartar  prince  that  for  him  little  cared, 
Anfwereth  thus,  in  vaine  you  me  do  threat. 
Children  with  words,  or  women  may  be  feared. 
Not  I that  fight  as  willingly  as  eat, 

Prooue  when  you  pleafe  I am  not  vnprepared. 

At  any  time  for  any  warlike  feat. 

On  horfe,  on  foote,  in  field,  or  in  the  lift, 
IftialbereadiCjtrie  me  when  you  lift. 

8z 

Thus  words  bred  wrath,  & wrath  engendred  blcwcs. 
And  blowes  encreaft  their  fliarpe  auenging  will, 
Eu’n  as  the  wind  that  firft  but  calmely  blowes. 
But  after  more  and  more  encreafing  ftill. 

At  laft  it  trees  and  houfes  ouerthrowes. 

And  Teas  and  lands  with  tempeftit  doth  fill: 

So  cruell  grew  the  fight  them  two  bctwcenc, 
Whofe  match  might  hardly  in  flic  world  be  fecne. 
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Their  hearts  were  ftout,  lo  were  their  bodies  ftrong, 
Defire  to  win,in  both  a like  was  great. 

One  doth  maintain,tother  would  venge  his  wrog, 
And  louc  their  furie  equally  doth  whet. 

In  equall  paife  the  fight  endured  long. 

Neither  of  tother  any  gaine  could  get. 

But  each  of  themfofirmcly  kept  his  ground. 

As  if  each  inchc  therof  had  coft  a pound. 
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Among  an  hundred  blowes  the  Tartar  finir. 

Of  which  fmall  hurt  to  B^damohnt  did  rife, 

Yctonc  atlaftfoheauily  did  hit, 

Vpon  his  helmet,  ouer  both  his  eyes; 

His  fences  all  were  fo  amafd  with  it. 

He  thought  he  faw  more  ftarres  then  arc  in  skies. 
And  almoft  downe  he  was  eu’n  in  her  fight. 

For  whom  he  firft  began  this  cruell  fight. 


But  as  a ftrong  and  a wcl  temperd  bow. 

Of  Pymount  ftecle,  the  more  you  do  it  bend. 

In  the  recoile  dothgiuc  the  bigger  blow. 

And  doth  with  greater  force  theqiiarrcil  fend, 
Eu’n  lb  the  Sarzan  king  that  ftoupt  folow. 

As  highly  to  reuenge  it  doth  entend. 

And  to  acquite  himfelfe  ofthis  difgrace, 
Hcftriketh  at  the  Tartar  Princes  tace. 
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So  fierce  he  ftrakc,  in  this  lb  furious  mood. 

An  inch  or  little  more  abou  e his  fight. 

That  faue  thofe  armes  ofHeefTor  were  lb  good. 

No  doubt  that  blow  had  finiflit  all  the  fight. 

But  fo  aftond  therewith  the  Tartar  ftood. 

He  could  not  tell  jfit  werenoone  or  niglit; 

And  while  in  this  amazement  he  abode. 

The  tother  ceafeth  not  to  lay  on  lode. 
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The  Tartars  horfe  that  faw  the  glittring  blade. 

That  J{$domouKt  about  his  head  fo  toft. 

Started  afide,and  with  a turne  he  made, 

Refeude  his  inafter,  fore  to  his  owne  coft, 

Dowhc  with  the  blow  fals  this  vnluckie  ladc. 

And  with  his  ftarting  he  his  life  hath  loft: 

To  ward  his  head  he  wanted  Hcflorsfliicld, 

And  therefore  dead  he  tumbjeth  on  the  field. 
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Now  came  his  mafter  to  him  fclfe  againe, 

Inflamd  with  greater  anger  then  before^ 

Tofee  his  horfe  fopitifullie  flaine. 

But  Hodomont  forbears  him  near  the  more. 

But  ipurrs  on  himjthmking  with  furie  maine. 

To  bcare  him  downc,but  he  fo  ftrongly  bore, 
Thepufti..and  thruft  withall  Frontinobacke, 

He  made  his  mafter  glad  tolcauehis  backe. 
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Thus  now  with  minds  more  aliened  from  peace. 

In  eager  fort  the  combat  is  renewed. 

To  ftrike,to  thruft  each  other  doth  not  ceafe. 

In  hope  w blood  their  fivords  to  haiic  embrewed, 
Rancor  and  wrath  and  pride  do  ftill  increafe. 

And  death  of  one  or  both  miift  haue  enfewed, 

Er  either  of  them  would  from  thecc  haue  ftarted,- 
Had  not  a certain  meffenger  them  parted. 
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One  that  had  traueld  all  about  the  coft, 

Tofecke  them  out,coaske  their  heipe  and  aid. 

To  raife  the  fiege,that  by  the  Chriften  hoft, 

Vnto  the  camp  oi^gramant  was  laid. 

Yet  though  he  came  in  peace,  and  cake  in  poft. 
To  fpeake^to  them  at  firft  he  was  aftraid, 

And  though  his  office  were  fufficientwarraunt. 
Yet  to  themfeiues  he  dares  not  do  his  arraunt. 

But  feeing  Doralyce,  to  her  he  told. 

How  ■^gramant,Marfilio,Stordylan, 

And  others  morejlike  men  pent  vp  in  hold. 

Were  in  great  daunger  to  be  kild  or  tane. 
Wherefore  he  wiflieth  her  for  to  vnfold. 

Thus  much  to  the,that  fought  each  othersbane: 
And  topeifwade  them  to  fo  good  accord. 

As  they  mighrgo  to  helpc  their  foueraigneLord^ 
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She  that  a woman  was  of  palling  fpric. 

And  knew  that  neither  of  them  would  offend  her 
Stept  them  betweenej&  chargd  the  flay  the  fight 
As  they  their  honour  andherlouc  did  tender. 
And  helpe  their  king,  that  is  in  wofull  plight,  - 
And  end  this  fray  begun  ofcaufe  fo  flender  , 

At  leaft  defer  folong  to  trie  this  quarrell. 

Till  Jgratnant  their  king  were  out  of  pcrrell. 
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When  (he  thus  much  to  th  em  declared  had. 

Then  doth  the  melTenger  declare  the  re(l, 

And  other  ftrongperlwafions  he  doth  ad. 

And  doth  expound  to  them  their  kings  requeft, 
Alleaging  that  their  abfence  made  him  fad. 

That  but  they  helpe,  the  campe  would  be  diftrefl , 
And  that  if  they  to  refeue  him  neglefted. 

Nothing  but  mine  were  to  be  expefted. 
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With  his  report  and  with  her  ftrongperfwafion, 
The  hardie  knights  the  combat  do  defor. 

Till  ^gram^nt  be  freed  from  this  inuafion, 

And  ail  the  Chnftcn  forces  moued  ar. 


Thus  ofthis  friendly  truce  (he  is  occafion. 

That  firft  was  c aufer  of  their  deadly  ware-, 

Tb  her  they  binde  themfelucs  by  folemne  oth, 

1 hat  vntill  then,  they  will  be  quiet  both. 

9? 

Difeord  and  Pride  were  there,  and  what  they  may. 
They  do  this  league  to  interrupt  and  breake. 

But  at  that  time,  loucbarc  fo  great  a (way. 

That  to  withftand  hini,they  were  both  to  weaket 
In  vaine  it  was  to  argue  and  gainfay. 

When  once  dame  Doralice  the  word  did  fpeake. 
By  her  perfwa(ion,firmely  they  agreed. 

Like  friends  vpon  their  iourncy  to  proceed. 

9<f 

One  oncly  want  there  was,  that  let  them  (ore. 
Which  was  that  MandricarJos  horfc  was  ded. 

But  loc  cu’n  then,  came  thither  BrygUadore, 

That  fince  his  mafters  madnes  there  had  fed. 

Full  glad  the  prince  ofTartar  was  therefore, 
O.Tuch  a horlCjfo quickly  to  befped : 

But  lead  my  talc  with  tedioufhes  molcft  you, 

I vvi(h  you  lay  a fide  the  bookc  and  leftyou. 


J n the  great  ojfcnce  of  Oderikc,  and  the  nctahleclemencie  of  Zcih'mo  in  fardoningthe  fame  ^ vremaymtein^jetne 
the  great  frailtic  of  man  in  offending  {Jpecialiy  in  thU  kigde  of  fief  Ay  conch  fi fence,  ) in  the  other  a notable  magnammtic  at 
Well  asmercieinforgiiiinghim  : For  tintt  (indeed')  i<  true  clemencie  in  a Trince,  to  forpue  that  ojjence  that  h committed a- 
gainf  hit  priiiat  (as  they  call  it^lhat  is,  againf  hh  owneferfon , rather  then  that,  which  is  done  egainfl  thelaw  , for  that  it 
rather  parciallstieand  iniitffice,  t hen-clemeneie . Secondly  we  may  cbfrueloth  in  Ze:  bino  and  Ifabclla  a notable  example 
of  gratitude  toward  OT:\andiO  ,firfi  ingatheringhk  dijperfed  armor , next  in  that  Zerbino  fosght  with  Mandricaido  in 
defence  of  Orlandos/trord,  in  which  confifl  he  receiues  his  deallxs  wound,  and  though  indeed,  all  that  is  told  of  thu  couple, 
tended)  to  a trag.  cad  end,  yet  is  itwnhallfetdcxsmeby  my  author  in  a fort, to  mouefo  great  compaffon, that  it  femes  allthat 
read  it  areas  it  were  in  lone  with  them  , and  lament  their fo  ynfortunate  end-,which  hath  made  me fay  fomtimes  (in  fptrt)  to 
feme  of  mine  honorable  friends  ,that  if  I could  witlsout  wronging  mine  author,  I would furely  hatiefaued  their  hues,  orgiuen 
them  a morefortunateend:thougl)(to  fay  trueffth  anend  isofneceffitiedew  to  dll  manl^nd,whatmore  honor  able  deathcan 
a "Prince  haue,  then  by  a Wound  infight,fpe(ially  feragood  qua)  reilfwhat  more fweet  death,tl)en  in  Iserhtloued  armtswixim 
he  was  betrothed  to,  and  emended  to  marrie?  what  more  happie  reward,then fame  and  loueintbisworld, and  heauenin  the 
next?  Further  though  Ifabclla  were  after flaine  by  Rodomont  in  his  drunJ{ennes,as  is  noted  in  thexxix.  buoke,yet  tlrat  no- 
table title  that  is  there  giuen  her  (the  martir  of  chaflitie)  ma^s  Iyer  fo  famous  , and  her  yertue fo  admirable,  asjl.eeould 
nttser  haue  wijlit  a better  end  ifjhe  had  lined  as  long  as  Hecuba,  lyherefore  if  it  be  true  that  Ouidfaidof Cadmus, 

— Scilicet  vltimalempcr, 

Ei^cftanda  dies  homini,  dicique  beatus 
Ante  obitum  nemo,  fupremaque  funera  debet. 

1 n Eiigli/l)  tints, 

Oncly  the  dying  day,  and  end  doth  fliow 
Whether  a man  haue  happie  becnc  orno. 

T hen  (1  fay)  by  the  death  of  thefe  two , though  injhcw  ynfortunate , yet  in  deedmofi  glorious , th^  maybe  called  happie. 
LaTlly,foT  the  end  ofthis  moraU  we  may  takp  onefpeciall  obferuation  of  great  integritie  m the  religious  na,  that  ccucrted  her 
to  the faith  , and  yet  aftei  Ward  would  not  truft  himfclfe  alone  with  her  fforin  thefiefhly  confltbis  and  temptations  , the  only 
wety  to  conquer, is  to  play  the  coward  and  rurnie  away, and  thus  much  for  the  moral!. 

T he  examples  of  the  rertuosss  women  that  are  praifedhy  the  Iiermit  ( tliough  not  named)  in  the  yz.faffe  oftl  is  bocltf,are 
many, recited  inthe  feripture  it felfe;  as  namely  thehleffed yirgin  Marie  , Anne,  <J»dMagdalcn,  all  which  betookfthem- 
felues  mofi  deuoutly  to  the ferutce  of  God, and  therefore  arewortly  to  he  canoni'H^dfor  examples  of  chaflitie  'and  "X^ale  of re- 
ligion. 

In  the fodaine  parting  of the  fay  letweene  the  two  famous  riualsnnely  ypon  themeere  commandement  o/’Doralice,vr;/I> 
whom  they  were  both  exceedingly  in  loue,  this  allegorically  isf ifpcfed  to  be  merit  that  theflrongtfl  paffions  that  ai  e,  as  anger , 
andreuenge,orwhat  elfefoeuer,  areofien  ouer  maflered  with  loue. 

T he fpeecb  of  IPzhcWic  to  Zerbino,  wjflAng  to  die  at  the  fame  inflant  with  him  , alUid.es  to  the  wifh  Bawcis  and 

Philemon. 

--Quoniam  Concordes  egimusannos, 

Atiferathoraduos  eadem,ncc  coniugis  vnquam, 

Bufta  mc.'E  vidcam  nec  fim  tumulandus  ab  ilia. 


Here  end  the  notes  of  the  xxiiij.  bookc. 
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THE  ARGVMENT. 

%ogero  (faueth  to  hit  his  fame  andgloru ) 

His  jponfes  brother,  that  had  elfe  beene  ded: 
who  doth  recount  to  him  the  wofuB florie^ 

T hat fo  great  daunger  vnto  him  had  bred: 
Aldiger  cheares  them,  though  himfelfe  were forte. 
Next  morne/hey  arme  them  all  fomfoote  to  hedy 
Good  Malagtg,  and  'Viuian  to  releeue, 

Whoje  thraldome  did  their  ktnjmen great ly greeue. 


»Reat  is  die  ftrife  y grows 
in  youthfull  mindc,  * 
i When  honor  fals  at  vari- 
ance with  afteftionj 
^ Nor  could  it  yet  be  known 
or  well  defindcj 
Which  pafllon  keeps  the 
tother  in  fubieftion. 
Both  do  allure  , both  do 
our  iudgements  blinde 
Both  do  corrupt  the  heart  with  ft;ong  infeftion; 
Yet  loc  Ibmtimes  thefe  hurts  procure  our  weale, 
Eu’n  as  one  poyfon  doth  another  heale. 
a 

For  here  you  fee  thefe  princes  that  of  late, 

Straiic  fiercely  tone  the  tother  tolubdew. 
Agreed  to  refpit  this  their  (harpe  debate, 

And  torepaire  vnto  the  Turkifli crew. 

To  fu  c cou  r ^^ramants  difireffed  Rate, 

To  whom  they  ought  in  duetie  to  be  trew. 

And  yet  herein  loue  claimeth  halfe  the  praijc. 

For  flic  cominaunded  them  to  go  their  wayes. 

And  on  they  went  without  more  difagreeing, 

Faire  Doratke  with  thefe  her  feruants  twaine, 

1 he  rone'in  fiiit,  one  in  poffeflion  being. 

And  yet  as  then  in  concord  they  rernaine; 

At  laft  they  came  vnto  a place,whcre  feeing, 
Foure knights  themfelues  did  follace  on  a plaine, 
(Of  which  two  were  vnarmd,two  armour  bare) 
With  them  a Ladic  was  ofbewtie  rare. 


With  thefe  a while  they  Raid,  but  who  thefe  weare, 
Andvvhatthey  didjand  whither  then  they  went, 


A little  while  to  tell  I dofbrbeare. 

For  to  B^^gcro  now  my  tale  is  ment. 

Who  would  no  more  the  fliield  enchanted  bearc. 
But  in  the  well  did  drowne  it  with  intent, 

That  men  might  know  his  valiant  deeds  of armes 
W ere  done  by  force  of  vertue,  not  of  chai  mas. 

Scant  had  he  gone  a mile  or  little  more, 

From  this  fame  well,  but  that  he  met  a poft 
From  ^gramant,  of  which  there  went  good  Ror^ 
The  Captaines  to  recall  vnto  the  hoR, 

He  told  him  how  the  king  (befieged  fore. 

And  like  iffuccour  come  not  to  be  loR) 
Commaunded  him, as  his  true  Lord  andlcege. 

To  come  without  delay  to  raife  thefeege. 

6 

Much  was  Bfigero  with  the  meflage  moued, 
Anddiuerspaflions  Rraue  within  his  mindc, 
Paine  would  he  hauc  his  Princes  feege  remoued. 
Yet  loth  he  was  to  leaue  his  loue  behindcj 
But  be  his  doing  praifed  or  reproued. 

So  to  the  prefent  caufe  he  was  enclindc, 

FirR  with  his  guide  he  goes  to  Ray  the  flaughtcr. 
Of  him  that  had  deflowrd  M4ryS’/*ojdaughter. 

7 

They  came  vnto  theplace  an  houre  cr  night, 

\Vhere  this  fame  execution  fliould  be  done, 

A caRle  that  belongd  to  Charles  of  right. 

But  late  the  Spanifh  king  the  fame  had  wonne. 
And  kept  it  in  the  mids  of  Fraunce  by  niight. 

By  count’nance  of  the  great  Tr<«<wK)r  fbnnc: 

I{pgero  commeth  in,  and  none  denyde  him, 
Becaufe  they  knew  the  damfell  that  did  guidhim^, 

Ter  c, 
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8 

There  firft  he  faw  prepard  a flaming  fire. 

In  which  they  ment  CO  burne  thewofuU  youth. 
He  thought  fo  (mall  a finne,  did  not  require 
Such  puni(hmcnc,no  morcic  doth  in  truth: 

But  when  he  maikt  hu  face  and  his  atty re. 

And  hard  and  faw  the  manner  of  his  ruth. 

Either  I trow  (quotli  he)  I am  not  I, 

Or  this  is  Bradamant  that  here  (hould  die. 

9 

Tis  certaine  (he,  I fee  which  way  it  went. 

Belike  while  I at  yonder  caflell  Raid, 

She  hether  came  afore  me  with  entent, 

To  bring  vnto  the  prifner  here  fome  aid. 

For  which(poorc  loule)  her  felf  fhiiid  now  be  flic t 
Yetamlglad,andvcrie  well  apaid. 

That  I am  hether  come  in  fo  goodfeafon. 

To  lauc  her  that  fliould  die  againfl  all  reafbn. 

10 

And  cu’nwith  thar,moftfurioufly  he  flics. 

With  naked  fword  vponthe  gazing  rout. 

Who  eucr  ftandeth  inhis  way,  he  dies. 

With  fo  great  force  he  hurles  his  blade  about: 
Then  Straight  the  prilhers  fetters  he  vnties. 

Nor  was  there  one  (bhardic  or  fo  flout. 

That  once  durfl  make  rcfiflancc,or  forbid  iti 
No  not  fo  much  as  askc  him  why  he  did  it. 

II 

As  fearefull  fowlc  that  in  the  funfliine  bright. 

Sit  pruning  ofthemfclues  vpon  a bankc. 

When  as  a faulcon  doth  among  themh^t. 

Fly  without  cate  of  order  or  of  ranke : 

So  when  thefe  caitiues  faw  this  noble  knight. 
Forthwith  they  from  his  manly  prcfence  Ihrankc, 
So  did  their  fearcfiill  hearts  and  courage  faile  the 
When  as  they  felt  R^^ero  once  aflailc  them. 

II 

Nor  maruellthoc,  for  why  force,  • 

Was  not  as  mens  that  now  borne  later  arc. 

The  ftrength  of  Lion, bear  e,  or  bull,  or  horfe. 
Were  nothing,  ifwith  his  they  do  compare. 
Chiefly  fith  now  he  doth  himfclfe  enforce. 

To  do  as  much,  ashe  or  can  or  dare. 

Thinking  hereby  from  daungcr  to  rccoucr. 

Her  vnto  whom  he  was  profefled  loucr. 

*3 

Now  when  the  youth  from  daungcr  quite  was  freed, 
And  all  that  fought  his  djwth  away  were  fled. 

He  thanks  the  author  of  l|;iis  worthy  deed. 

And  thankethher  that  hi^i  him  thither  led 
Then,  when  of  helpe  he  ibod  in  greaceft  need, 

> When  otherwife  hedoubMpfle  had  bin  ded , 

And  executed,  like  a maJefaftor, 

Agnizing  him  his  Lord  and  benefafror. 

14 

And  furthermore  he  doth  Rpgero  pray, 

To  let  him  vnderfland  his  name  and  nation^ 
Rggtro  mufing  to  himfclfe  doth  fay, 
Whatmeaneth  this  fo  flraunge  congratulation? 
In  face,  in  fhape,  in  geflure,  in  array, 

This  is  my  louc,  I fee  no  alteration. 

Yet  ftrang^it  is  her  voice  fhould  be  fo  changed. 
More  flra^e  that  flic  from  me  is  fo  eflranged. 


If  , 

Doubtleflc  it  is  not  flic,  for  if  it  were. 

Could  flic  within  three  hourcs  my  name  forget? 
Wherefore  to  tell  his  name  he  doth  forbeare, 
Vntill  he  may  more  perfite  notice  get : 

And  thus  he  faid,  I haue,I  know  not  where. 

Scene  you  cr  this , and  I bethinkc  me  yet. 

Where  it  might  be,  forfurc  Iknow  your  face. 
Though  now  1 hauc  forgot  the  time  and  place. 

16 

Noble  fir  (faid  the  tother)  I agree. 

You  may  haue  feene  me, though  I know  not  when 
I rather  iudge  it  fliould  my  fitter  be. 

That  fights  and  carries  armes  as  well  as  men. 

My  mother  at  one  byrth  bare  her  and  me. 

And  we  be  both  fo  like,  that  now  and  tlicn. 

Our  feruants,yea  our  father  and  our  mother, 
Hauc  tane  vs  in  exchange  the  tone  for  tother. 

17 

Chiefly  fince  in  her  head  flie  had  a wound. 

For  which  flic  was  conftraindto  cuthcrhcarc, 
Twcrc  long  tlic  circumflances  to  expound. 

How  flic  was  hurt  and  hcald,by  whom  and  whcrci 
Since  that  betweene  vs  diffrence  none  is  found, 
Saue  fex,and  names  that  from  our  birth  we  bearc 
She  Br adamant y IRichardet  am  cald, 

She  fitter,  and  I brother  to  Renald. 

18 

And  further  if  you  pleafc,!  fliall  you  tell. 

As  we  do  onward  on  our  ioumey  goe, 

A ttrangc  mifliap  that  vnto  me  befell. 

By  being  tane  for  her,  not  long  agoe  i 
A hap  that  at  the  fiitt  1 liked  well. 

But  after  wrought  my  daungcr  great  and  woe: 

Y es  with  good  will  (Kogero  faid)  and  than, 

Young  Richardetto  thus  his  tale  began. 

^9 

Ithappcnd(as  in  parti  toucht  afore) 

My  valient  fitter  patting  through  a wood. 

Was  hurt  with  certaine  Sarazins  fo  lore. 

As  had  her  cofl  almoft  her  vitall  blood. 

Which  wound  to  cure,  her  trefl'es  fliort  flic  wore. 
For  fo,  as  then  her  fu  rgeon  thought  it  good ; 

The  wound  once  cur’d, for  which  herhed  was  pold 
Abrodc  to  go  againe  flie  waxed  bold. 

JO 

Andhauing  traueld  till  the hcatofday. 

All  clad  in  armour, as  her  manner  was, 

At  noone  flie  tookc  occafion  to  make  flay, 

Ncare  to  a watrie  ftreame  as  clcare  as  glafle. 
And  putting  of  her  helmet,  downc  flic  lay, 

Vpon  a pleafant  bankc,  welcloth’dwithgraflc: 
And  fleepe  at  lafl  her  heauic  eyes  did  clofc. 

The  place  inuiting  her  to  take  repofe. 

Now  while  (he  did  there  fafl  afleepe  remaine. 
There  happend  to  arriuc  vnto  that  place. 

The  daughter  of  ^4r/i7«),kingofSpainc, 

That  there  hy  chaunce  was  hunting  in  the  chalc. 
And  feeing  ngnes  of  manhood  vcric  plaine, 
loynd  to  her  fweet  and  amiable  face. 

As  horfe,  and  fword,  and  target  all  of  ttcclc, 

A little  amorous  pattion  flie  doth  fecle. 

S 


200 


THE  XXV.  BOQKE 


ii 

And  taking  then  my  fitter  for  a man, 

As  by  all  circumttances  well  fhe  might. 

She  offers  her  all  courifie  that  (he  can, 
Askingher  ifinhuntinglhedelightj 
And  then  to  chufc  a ftanding  they  began. 

And  finding  one  far  offrom  others  fight. 

She  opened  more  plainly  that  affeftion, 

!.  That  had  her  heart  alreadie  in  fubicftion. 

And  faiieher  maiden  modettie  forbad. 

She  would  the  fame  in  words  haue  plainly  told, 
Howb’it  with  fighes.wich  rufull  looks  and  fad. 
And  filent  fignes,  (he  doth  her  griefe  vnfold: 
And  when  (he  thus  longtime  difcourfed  had, 
Surprifd  with  hope,  (he  could  no  longer  hold : 
But  tteppcs  to  her,  and  giues  her  fuch  a kiffc. 

As  that  alone,  (hews  what  her  meaning  is. 

My  fitter,  at  the  firtt  doth  thinke  it  ftraunge. 

That  fuch  a fuit  fnould  vnto  her  be  made, 

And  finding  (he  had  tane  her  in  exchaunge. 

She  thinks  it  bett  (before  (he  further  wade. 

Or  let  the  tochers  humor  further  raunge) 

Tell  troth:  for  thus  (he  dotli  her  felfe  petfwadc. 
Of  this  <a  Better  be  knowne  a Ladie  meeke  and  gentle, 

Then  to  be  deemd  a bafe  man  and  vngcntlc. 

If  - 

For  what  could  be  more  cuUen-like  or  bafe  ? 

Or  fitter  for  a man  were  made  of  ttraw. 

Then  ftanding  in  a faire  young  Ladies  grace. 

To  (hew  himfelfe  a cuckow  or  a daw, 

Leefing  occafion  both  of  time  and  place? 
Wherefore  my  fitter,  that  this  ill  forefaw. 

And  knew  (he  wanted  thac,thac  her  (hould  aid. 
Told  her  l>y  circumftance  (he  was  a maid. 

i6 

Namely  (he  told  her  how  the  worthy  fame, 
Hipl’olita^md  ftout  Caml’a  wonne. 

In  deeds  of  armes,  mou’d  her  her  mind  to  frame. 
To  do  the  like,  while  others  fowd  and  fpunne: 
And  that  ihe  thought  it  to  her  fex  no  (liame. 

To  do  as  women  of  fuch  wortli  had  done: 

This  told  (he  her,  in  hope  this  would  appeafe  her. 
But  this  alas,  did  fo  much  more  difeafe  her. 

27 

For  why  the  fanfie  was  fo  fiimely  fixt, 

That  in  her  miride  (he  had  before  conceaued. 

By  meancs  of  (peech,  had paffed  them  betwixt, 
That  (ore  it  greeu'd  her,to  be  thus  deceaued; 
Beforc,her  feare  with  fome  good  hope  was  mixr, 
But  now  eu‘n  hope  it  felfe,  was  her  bereaued: 
Seri/euee,  And  this  is  one  extreameft  point  of  griefe, 

Still  to  difpaire  and  hope  for  no  reliefe. 

28 

He  that  had  heard  her  wofiill  plaint  and  mone, 
Muftnecds  haue  greatly  at  the  fame  bin  gricued. 
Ah  woe  is  me  ((he  faid)that  I alone. 

Should  liue  in  fuch  difpaire  to  be  relieued: 

In  p.affed  times,!  thinke  there  hath  beenc  none. 

In  time  to  come,  it  will  not  be  belieued. 

That  louc  could  make  by  fiich  a ftrong  infeftion. 
One  woman  beare  another  fuch  affeftion. 


2? 

0 CupiJjiC thou  didft  my  ftate  enuie. 

And  that  thou  hadft  a mind  me  to  torment, 

To  fend  fuch  paincs  as  others  more  do  trie. 

At  leaft  me  think, thou  (houldft  haue  bin  content 
Shall  in  fo  many  ages,  none  but  I, 

Yceld  offovneouth  louefuch  prefident? 

The  female  with  the  female  doth  not  wi(h 
To  couple,norinbeaft,norfoule,norfi(h. 

30 

1 foie  am  found, in  earth, airc,fea,or  fire. 

In  whom  foftrange  a wonder  thou  haftdonne. 
On  me  thou  (howft  the  power  of  thine  ire. 

And  what  a mightic  conqueft  thou  haft  wonne. 
The  wife  ofT^ynits  had  a ftrange  defire, 

To  ioyne  in  copulation  with  her  fonne: 

Myrrha  was  by  her  father  made  a mother. 

And  made  both  her  fonne  and  brother. 
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Tafyptsae,  except  it  be  a talc. 

Was  buld  inclofed  in  a wodden  cow; 

Yet  in  all  thefe  the  female  fought  the  male. 

But  nature  doth  my  fanfie  difallow; 

Dedalus  could  not  remedie  my  bale. 

Art  can  not  frame  nor  fence  imagin  how: 

This  knot  dame  nature  hath  fo  firmly  knit, 

It  cannot  be  dilTolu’d  by  any  wit. 

This  FiordiJ^itta  faire  (fo  was  her  name) 

In  piteous  fort  her  wofiill  ftate  dothwailc. 

My  fitter  vnto  her,  her  Ipcach  doth  frame. 

As  chiefly  to  her  comfort  might  auaile : 

Wilhing  her  this  vnbridled  will  to  tame, 

Sith  nature  could  not  fuffer  it  preuaile. 

And  chat  (he  would,  let  that  defire  be  daunted. 
Which  poffiblie  by  no  mcanes  could  be  graunted. 


Locl^e  inibe 
•ytUufion  *f  ibis 
boohf. 


biJioritoftbM 

ieolft. 


All  this  but  all  in  vaine,  my  fitter  faid, 

Tofeeke  that  fanfie  from  her  mind  towreft; 
She  that  for  comfort  card  not,  but  for  aid. 
Doth  more  and  niore,her  felfe  vex  and  moleft: 
Now  night  grew  on,  as  they  togither  (laid, 
What  time  all  creatures  feeke  repofe  and  reft. 
The  Ladie  prayes  my  fitter  for  her  fake, 
Alodging  athcrcaftcUthen  totake.  ■ 
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To  this  requeft,  doth  Bradamant  affent. 

And  fo  togither  to  that  place  they  came, 
Where  1 (but  that  you  did  my  harme  preiicnt) 
Should  haue  beene  caft  into  the  burning  flame: 
She,  that  allkindnes  to  my  fitter  inent. 

By  many  outward  courtfies  (hewd  the  fame: 
And  caufed  her  to  wcare  a womans  weed. 

That  men  might  know,  that  (he  was  one  indeed. 
31 

For  why  the  femblaiicc  falfe  (lie  faw  before. 

Of  manly  (hape,toher  wasfo  pernycious. 

She  would  now  fee  her  in  thofc  weeds  no  more, 
The  rather  eake,leaftfolke  (hould  be  fufpicious, 
(lf(he  had  beene,  as  (howd  the  weed  (he  wore) 
Leaft  that  they  two,did  liue  togither  vicious; 
Further  by  phifike  rules  (hewasaffured, 

That  contraries  by  contraries  arc  cured. 


Th/upUetv’u  I 
Murfiltos  ett/iiS 
where  Titch*r.'' 
dee  should h<at 
ieene  burned. 
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Iditfufa  caketh  vpon  her  to  fell  them. 

And  as  I hcarc  to  morrow  is  the  day, 

Vnto  your  brothers  I fent  one  to  tell  them. 

But  they  be  abfent  hence  fo  faire  away, 

As  car  they  come,  from  hence  they  may  expel  the 
1 am  to  weake  toforcc,topoorc  to  pay, 

Wy  lou  e is  great,  to  willi  all  good  vnto  them, 

But  powre  lb  fmalhas  good  1 can  none  do  them. 

Young  B^arditto  much  miflikt  the  newes, 

So  did  for  the  tothers  fake, 

And  when  he  faw  they  both  were  in  a mufc» 

Nor  knew  what  counlell,  or  what  courfe  to  take, 
Fcarc  not  (quoth  he)  let  me  this  matter  vfe. 

On  me  this  enterprife  He  vndertakc, 

I (ball  (quoth  he)  handle  this'fame  fo  handfomc, 
Thisfword  alone  fliallpay  yourkinfmens  ranfomc 
66 

This  Ipake  his  companions  cheating. 

But  notwit hftanding./#/if<^<fr, his  hoft, 

Gaue  to  thofe  loftic  promifes  fuch  hearing. 

As  if  there  were  great  boaft,and  little  roft; 

V/hich  vnto  I^charJetto  appearing, 

, Who  knew  his  vallew,  greater  then  his  boft : 
Cofen  (faidhc)  ifyou  knew  him  that  fed  it. 

You  would  vnto  his  word  giue  heed  and  credit. 
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Then  ^Idiger  on  better  information, 

Gaue  care  and  creditc  to  his  noble  gueft. 

And  made  him  chcarc  fit  for  his  reputation. 

And  plaft  him  at  the  boord  aboue  the  reft: 

And  fupper  done,  he  was  in  feemcly  falhion, 
Lodgd  m a roomc,of  all  the  houfe  the  beft. 

The  mafterofthc  houfe  in  nothing  fcanr. 

Suffers  his  worthy  gueft  rrothing  to  want, 

6i 

•Now  was  the  time  when  all  men  foundeft  flccpcj 
Oncly  Rpgtro  cannot  fleepe  a winke. 

For  cares  and  thoughts  thathimdowakingkeepe 
Andinhis  troubled  brainc  profoundly  finkej 
The  liege  of-'igramant  doth  pierce  him  deepe, 
And  what  dilhonor  men  ofhim  may  thinke. 

And  deeme  his  heart  but  faint,  his  faith  but  fickle 
To  leauchis  foueraigne  in  lb  wofull  pickle. 
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Hadhcrcuolted  at  fome  other  time,  (him, 

Wen  might  haue  thought  f true  religion  mou’d 
None  could  haue  it  imputed  as  a crime, 

Norno  man  probably  could  haue  reproou’d  him: 
Now,  when  his  mafters  fortune  did  decline, 

And  when  to  aid  him  chiefeft  it  behoou’d  him, 
Fcare,  men  will  thuik,his  change  procured  chiefe 
Not  iuft  rcmorfe,nor  zeale  of  true  belief:. 
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This  troubled  him,  and  little  lefle  then  this. 

It  troubled  him,  to  thinke  of  his  deare  hart, 
V/hom  now  by  cuill  fortune  he  doth  miffc. 

Not  cannot  once  falure  er  he  depart ; 

Wherefore  to  write  to  her  his  purpofe  is. 

And  fo  to  her  at  large  his  minde  empart, 

Both  that  ofhim  Ihe  may  haue  certaine  newes, 
As  that  he  may  his  fodaine  going  feufe. 


The  chamberlaines  both  prudent  and  difercer, 

Vpon  Efigero  quickc  attendance  gaue, 
Prouidinghim  ofneedfull  things  and  meet, 
Inkc.papcrjlightjand  what  he  clfe  would  craue  1 
Thcn(as  the  manner  is)  he  doth  her  greet. 

In  the  firft  line, as  letters  vfe  to  haue  j 
After  his  vcric  heartic  commendations. 

Or  lomc  fuchphrafe  of  friendly  falu  rations, 
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Then  tells  he  her  how  that  thcTurkilh  prince. 

Had  for  his  aid,  by  Ipeciall  melfage  fent. 

Who  IS  befiegd,  and  hath  becnc  longtime  fince; 
And  howtorelcuc  him  is  his  intent, 

Leaft  men  of  cowardife  might  him  conuince. 
That  he  away  intimeofdaunger  went: 
Andnowwould  lean  e his  lawlull  Lord  and  liege. 
Then  when  his  cnimics  didhimbefiegc. 
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He  prayeth  her  to  way  how  foule  a deed, 

How  full  it  were  of  infamie  and  ffiame, 
Toyeeldhis  prince  no  aid  in  fuch  a need. 

That  fent  to  him  of  puipole  for  the  fame: 
Wilhing  her  forher  ownc  fake  to  take  heed, 

That  no  fuch  ftaine  might  fpot  her  fpoufes  name. 
That  being  flic,  fo  true  and  fo  finccare. 

She  ftiould  no  blemifli  in  her  husband  beare. 
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Further  he  doth  his  zeale  to  herproteft. 

As  erft  he  had  in  word,  fo  now  in  writing, 
Swearing  that  when  his  prince  were  vndiftreft. 
And  the  fiegc  raifd,  by  concord  or  by  fighting. 
That  foolilh  people  m:ght  not  make  a ieft. 

To  his  reproch,  that  common  fpeach  reciting. 
Such  a one  loues  to  take  the  furer  fide. 

And  turnes  his  fades,  as  fortune  turnes  her  tide. 

7J 

I fliall  (he  writes)  when  that  time  doth  expyre. 
Which  in  a month  Ihope  willbe  effefted; 

Finde  fome  occafion  from  them  to  rctyre. 

And  of  no  breach  of  honour  be  fufpefted; 

Then  fliall  1 full  accomphfli  yourdefire. 

And  do,  as  I by  you  flialbc  direfted: 

This  onely  for  mine  honour  I demaund  thee. 

And  after  this  thou  ducr  fhalc  commaund  me, 

Thcfe  things,  and  like  to  thefe  E^g  ro  wrate. 

As  thcn%  hap  came  in  his  troubled  hed. 

To  certifiehis  loueofhiseftate, 

And  of  the  caufc  that  his  departure  bred: 

By  that  time  he  had  done,  it  was  ful  late. 

And  then  againe  he  gate  him  to  his  bed. 

And  clofd  his  eycs,whcn  he  had  clofd  the  letter. 
And  after  tookc  his  eafe  a great  dealc  better. 
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Next  day  they  all  arofe  by  breake  of  day, 

With  minde  to  go  to  fet  rheir  kinfmen  free. 

And  though  F^gero  earncftly  did  pray, 

Thatnone  might  take  that  enterprife  but  he. 

Yet  both  the  other  ft.fly  faid  him  nay. 

And  thereunto  by  no  meanes  would  agree, 

Vnto  the  place  aflignd  they  ride  togither. 

And  by  the  time  appointed  they  came  thithc^ 
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Thcplacc  they  came  to  was  a goodly  plainCj 
In  which  no  tree  nor  bufli  was  to  be  fecne. 
Here  BertoUge  did  point  to  take  them  twaincj 
As  was  agreed  Lanfufe  and  him  betweene. 


But  firft  they  met, while  here  they  did  remaine. 
One  that  a Phenix  bare  in  field  all  gre cnc, 
With  armorfairc  tmboft, and  guilt  with  gold. 
As  in  the  booke  that  follows  Ihibe  told. 


Inthis  xxyjjook^ , in  Rogeros  yaliant  prfceeditig  for  the  delyuerie  of  Kichaidetto  ( theugh  tn  then  not  Ineiene  to  him 
pehat  he  peai)  may  be  net  ed  a wonderful!  courage  andptomptnes  te  honorable  exploits  :Jn  the  great  lilynes  of  face  of  Brada* 
mant  4n(f  Richardetto  (though  Ihit  be  but  afifHon')  yet  we  may  obferue  therarcyand  (as  it  were')  cunning  werLynan/hp 
of  nature-y  admireJileyaswell  inmaking fo  many  fundrie countenances , one  ynlilf  another : as  alfo  fomtimesin  makitgjlme 
fo  exceeding  likf, which  indeed  though  it  feldomer fortunes, and  feener  alters  in  brother  andf.f  er^yet  in  two  brothers, it  ss fecne 
many  times, and  therefore  not  improbable  to  bewritten,  as  it  is  here  for  the  forenamed  couple.  1 haue  heard  in  England  of 
rA<n»>o  Tremaines  not  many yeares pafl : 1 haue  kpiownemyfelfe  twooftheWrothes  in Eatonfcl.cole ,and lately  inher 
Meueflies  court  twoffizcitSitwoproper  andyalient  young  Gentlemen -yWhom  my  felfe  being famiUady  ai^uaitUed  with, yet 
1 couldyerie  hardly  kpow  onefromthe  other.  But  to  come  to  the  frf/ec/'Richardetto  and  Fiordifpina,  (whkhnamefgnU 
fieth  as  much  as  thefiowre  of  thorne  , and  not  ynapt  for  her  (riclfing  conditions)  1 mu  f confrffe  my  auihey/biweth in  the  tale, 
rather  pleafant  wit, then  any fubergrauitie,  and  the  beSi  I can  fay  u this,  that  it  is  a bad  mattermtyerie  ill  handled.  But  as 
I yndertookf  in  the  beginning  to  mak^ fpeciaU  note  of  all  the  good  matters  by  whi.  h the  iKnefi  reader  might  takeprefise , fo  I 
thitJcf  it  as  cenuenient,  where  any  light  and  lafciuious  matter falls  (as  this  is  furely  one)  to  temper  it  in  fuel) fort,  or  at  leaf  to 
falueit  fo,as  it  mt^  do  leaf  hurt,  lamely,  I would  not  haue  that  xxy.faffe  by  mifapplying  it , made  worfe  .•  being  peihapi 
bad  enough  at  the  befi. 

Foi'  what  can  be  more  cullcn  like  and  bale. 

And  fitter  for  a man  were  made  of  ftraw. 

Then  (landing  in  a gallant  Ladies  gtaccj 
To  (hew  himfclfe  a cockow  or  a daw, 

Lecfing  occafion  both  of  time  and  place?  &c. 

Th'tstakpn,at  manywitltakfit,may  feemebHtlewddoClrine,butthmitiuglytar.dm.aybelKneflytalpn,  that  he  thatin 
goodhonorablefort  (as  put  the  cafeintheway  of  marriage)  may  obtaine  the  lone  of fome  worthy  Ladie , andfandsinher 
high fauour,  and  then  will  be fo  baffoole,  either  for  want  of wit  or  Iseart,  to  leefe  that  opertunitie  , he  may  le  ingoed  reafen 
endowed  with  thofegetale  titles -yneuertheleffetoyndcrf audit  generally  wereyngcdly  , confderingthef  rip  tore  ctmn.endetb 
to  ys  the  example  oflofeph  , that  refufed  his  mifres  kindnes.  But  to  conclude  the  mcrali  of  this  tale,  irc  may  note  hiw  full  of 
doubts  and fearesthefeynlawfuUpleafures  are, howfoeuer  fomemenlikf  better  ,tohunt  by  felth  in  another  mans  Walkffhen 
to  Isauethe  fairefi  courfe  that  may  be  at  game  of  their  owne. 

The  examplesthat  Fiordifpina  recites  of  other  womens  ynlawfuU  lufls  preferring  them  before  her  owne,for  their  pcffbi~ 
litie  (hers  being  ynp-ffble)  are  confirmed  by  diners  authors,  as  o/'Nynus  wif ; Symeramis;  that  It  fed  after  a horfe:  My- 
nos  wife  after  a bull,  and  other fitch  tales,though  I thinkfyntrue,  or  rather  culletd  by  fitch  names:  as  in  thatofPafphac, 
it  is  thought  (he  loued  one  that  was  called  Tau  rus  ( 1 0 fay  bull ) and  thereupon  the  light  headed Toets,  that  haue  a priuihdge 
as  fee  for  the  pen,  as  painters  haue for  thepencill , makp  a great  wonder  of  it,  where  as  perhaps  indeed  it  was  but  euen  an  ordi~ 
narie  matter,  that  is  dayly  (or  at  leaf  nightly)  committed, by  many  in  thefe  times. 

This  taleofBiordifpinaalludes  to  that, in  the  ninth  oftheMetamorphofis  o/Iphis , and  the  complaintfe  malps  ismucb 
taken Jrom  thence,and  u wonderful!  finely  writtenby  Ouid^asyou  may  reade  there  mare  at  lage. 

Vixque  tenenslachrimas ; quis  me  manet  cxitus  inquir, 

Coghita  quam  nuUi,  quam  prodigiofa  nousque, 

Cura  tenet  Veneris?  (i  dij  mihi  parcere  vcllenr, 

Pcrdcre  debucrant : (i non&  perderevellent, 

Naturale  malum  (alrem,  & dc  more  dediflent, 

Nec  vaccam  vaccs,  &c. 


Here  end  the  notes  of  the  xxv.  booke. 
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7" /;e  learned  Jidalagige  flraunge  riddles  {hotveSy 
T 0 hts companions  out  of  JlierunsTvelli 
With  Adandrtcard  the  Sar<,an  thither  goes, 
^ndeach  tooke  quarrels  ncvn,  as  there  befelli 
fDifcord  the feeds  dfftrife  among  them  fowes^ 
But  T>  oral  ices  horfeyby  fiend  of  hell. 

Affright edy  doth  his  miftreffe  beare  aroayy 
Which  caujd  the  Pagans  both  breake  of  the  fray. 


Tght  worthy  dames  there 
were  in  times  of  old. 
That  more  efteemd  of 
vertue  then  of  wealth 
Blit  now  our  iron  age  is 
all  for  gold. 

For  bad,&  worfe,in  fick- 
nefle  and  in  health. 
But  fhe  that  will  that  el- 
der cuftom.ehold. 

And  leaue  this  new  > dc- 
fcrucs  where  ere  Are  dwclih. 

Here  in  this  life  to  haue  a happie  choife. 

And  m the  next  for  cuer  to  reioyfe. 

Such  was  the  noble  Bradamanttu  mynd. 

Who  fought  not  after  wealth  and  rich  abilitie. 
Nor  ftate,nor  pompc,thac  many  women  blynd, 
But  after  vertue  J’ure,  the  true  nobilitie: 

And  well  defetued  he  to  find  her  kind. 

That  (hewd  in  him  fuch  proofs  of  high  gentillitie. 
And  tooke  vpon  him  aftions  for  her  fake. 

Which  time  to  come  for  miracles  may  take. 

3 ^ 

i^«ro  (as  before  I did  recite) 

With  MeUger  and  l{khmdetto  came. 

To  refeue  thofc  two  prifners  (if  they  might) 

That  fhould  be  fold  with  great  reproch  and  ihamc. 
1 told  you  how  they  met  a gallant  knight, 

Whofe  fhicld  had  painted  that  fame  bird  of  fame. 
That  ftill  renews  it  felfe,and  ncuer  dies. 

And  only  one,  in  all  the  world  there  flies. 
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Novy  when  this  knight  was  of  thefe  three  aware. 


That  flood  like  men  new  plaft  in  battell  ray, 

He  comes  to  themjand  feeing  what  they  arc. 

Will  there  (quoth  he)fome  one  ofyou  aflay, 
W'hethcr  his  value  can  with  mine  compare. 
With  ftafFc,with  fword,or  any  other  way? 

If  anie  will;  come  then,  and  let  vs  trie  it. 

If  none , then  fay  fo  quickly,  and  denie  ir. 

J 

Sir  anfwcrd  Alldyger,!  were  concent. 

To  trie  my  fel'e  with  you, a bowtor  two. 

But  we  three  came  not  here  for  this  intent} 

We  comeja  greater  feate  then  this  to  do. 

And  at  this  time, a litle  time  mifpent. 

May  hinder  vs, and  litlc  pleafure  you. 

We  three  intend  (if  God  do  fay  Amen) 

To  take  two  prifiiers  from  fixe  hundred  men,. 

6 

Sure  (faid  th’other)  ifyou  minde  indeede 
So  great  an  enterprife  to  take  in  h-ind. 

No  doubt  it  doth  of  valiant  minde  proceed, 

And  pitie  it  werc,your  putpofe  to  withftand: 
Rather  I fhaUafliftyou  in  this  deede, 

Ifyo'j  voutchfafe  to  make  me  ofyour  bande. 

And  by  my  feruice  I will  quickly  fhoe. 

Whether  I do  deferue  fuch  grace  or  no. 

7 

Perhap  thatlbme  would  know,and  if  they  may, 
What  valiant  knight  this  was  that  did  entreate. 
To  take  Kogeros  part,in  fuch^a  fray," 

Whereas  the  daungcr  could  not  be  but  great. 
She,andhot  he, hereafter  I muft  fay, 
was,  ofwhomeldid  repeat, 

How  fhe  both  fought,and  f lyld  a litlc  fince. 

And  with  <?4^f/jMi,chardgd  the  fcottifli Prince. 
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Ffigero  ftoutc  and  they  ofClarymownt, 

Of  her  and  of  her  offer  well  efteemed, 

She  ioynd  with  them  they  making  full  account 
That  ihe  had  bene  of  that  fame  fex  fhe  femed. 
Straight  rcadie  on  tlieirhorfes  backs  they  mount 
Seeing  aloofc  a cornet(as  they  deemed) 

Of  horfe,and  fomc  minted  on  foore  togither. 
And  all  of  them  dircelly  tending  thither. 

9 

Their  martchjtheir  enligneSjpenonsj&  their  flaggs, 
Caufd  thatfor  Mooresjthcy  known  were  & difcrid 
Amid  this  crew,vpon  twolitle  naggs, 

The  prifners  rode,witii  handes  behind  them  tide. 
That  muft  be  changd  for  certayn  golden  baggs. 
That  Berfo4*^ehadpromift  to  prouide: 

Come(f3yth  Mttrfifa)io  the  other  three, 

Nowlct  the  feaft  begin,  andfoUow  me. 

lO 

Soft  (quoth  Ro^ero)thete  be  wanting  fome. 

Of  thofe  that  to  the  banquet  muft  be  bidden. 

And  to  begin  afore  the  guefts  be  come. 

In  rcafon  and  good  maners  is  forbidden. 

By  this,  the  tother  crew  had  ouercome 
The  hill,that  late  before  from  them  were  hidden, 
Thefe  were  the  traytrous  wretches  of  Magaunfe, 
And  no  w was  ready  to  begin  the  dauncc. 

II 

Maganza  men  of  one  fide,  merchant  like. 

Brought  laden  moyles,  with  gold  and  coftly  ware. 
The  Moors  their  prifners  brought  vfr  fword  &pike 
Inuyrond  round  about,  with  heed  and  care; 

The  Captaines  j;neet,wich  mind  a match  to  ftrike 
The  prifners  prefent  at  the  bargen  are ; 

And  now  are  bought  & fold(for  ought  they  know) 
To  Bertolage  their  old  and  mortall  foe. 

ir 

Good  ^Udiger^'inA  noble  Ammons  fbnn. 

Could  hold  no  longer  feeing  Bertolage^ 

But  both  togither  at  him  they  do  rorm. 

With  hearts  all  fee  on  fierce  reuengc  and  rage. 
His  force  nor  fate,their  fltrye  could  not  shunn. 
Their  fpears  his  armour,and  his  breft  did  gage, 
Down  falls  the  wrecch,his  wealth  him  cannot  faue 
Such  end  I wifh  all  wicked  wretches  haue . 

I? 

Marffa  and  Romero  at  this  figne. 

Set  out  without  expefting  trumpets  blaft. 

And  with  two  ftaues  of  ftraight  wellfeafond  pine, 
Twife  twentic  men,  vnto  the  ground  they  call; 
The  Captaine  of  the  Moores  doth  much  repine. 
They  of  Maganza  murmured  as  fall  ; 

Either  fide  deeming,  as  they  might  in  rcafon. 
That  this  had  happend  by  the  tothers  trcalbn. 
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Wherefore  each  fide  with  wratli  and  fiiric  kindled, 
Vpbraiding  tone  the  tother  with  vntruth. 

With  fwords  and  bills,  pel  mel  togither  mingled. 
Do  fight,  and  then  a bloudie  fray  enfu’th. 

The  Moorilh  duke  was  by  I{ogero  fingled, 

A man  en’n  then  in  prime  and  ftrength  ofyoUth; 
Butyouth,nor  ftrcngth,nor  armor  could  not  faue 
From  fuch  a blow  as  good  i{ogero  gaue  him.  (him 


If 

A/41-^/4  doth  as  much  on  todicr  fide. 

And  in  fuch  fort  befturd  her  with  her  blade, 

, That  looke  which  way  lb  cuer  Ihe  did  ride. 

An  open  lane  for  her  the  people  made: 

If  any  were  fo  ftout  the  brunt  to  bide. 

Yet  foone  they  foud  their  forces  ouerlaid:  (enter 
Throgh  coats  of  proof, they  prou'd  her  fword  wold 
She  fent  their  foules  below  the  middle  center. 
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If  you  haue  feenc  the  honny  making  bees',  Simih. 

Leaning  their  hiues  and  going  out  in  fwarmes,  ^ 'g>l  veritet 

When  as  their  kings  and  mailers  difagrees,  that  ieei  doft^bt 

.11  , ® i.-i,®  ftt  batttU  truinj 

And  they  make  camps  in  th  airc  like  men  at  arms,  ■ 

Straight  in  among  them  all,  the  fwallow  flees. 

And  eats  and  beats  them  all  vnto  their  harmes: 

So  thinke  B^gtro  and  Marfifa  then. 

Did  dcale  among  thefe  bands  of  armed  men. 

>7  r 

Now  Miger  and  Bichardet  no  lelfe, 

Vpon  Maganza  merchants  lay  on  lode. 

Both  to  fet  free  their  kinfmen  from  diftrefie,  hortet. 

And  for  they  hated  them  like  fiiakc  or  tode, 

They  that  the  caufe,nor  quarrel  could  not  guefle. 

And  faw  their  Captaine  d6ad;  made  Ihort  abode: 

Their  plate,  their  coyne.  Sc  trealiire  all  they  yeeld 
And  were  the  firft  that  faintly  left  the  field. 

18  . 

So  flie  from  Lions,  filly  herds  of  goats, 

That  haue  deuourd  and  Ipoild  them  at  their  lift. 

And  tome  their  fides, their  hachcs&  their  throts, 

Y et  none  of  them  their  fellowes  dare  alfill: 

So  fled  thefe  men  and  call  away  their  coats. 

And  weapons  all  and  durftno  more  refill: 

Nor  maruell  if  thefe  two  had  Lions  harts. 

Finding  fuch  two/eadic  to  take  their  parts, 
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Whofe  afts  at  large  to  tell  1 do  refraine. 

At  which  that  age  did  not  a little  wonder. 

Now  to  report  them  ,men  would  thinke  I faine. 

Yea  though  my  words  their  aftions  far  were  vnder 
Oft  at  one  blow  both  horfe  and  man  was  llaine. 

From  head  to  foote,  whole  bodies  clou’n  in  funder 
And  cither  Handing  on  their  reputation. 

Bred  for  their  foes , a coftly  emulation. 
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Tone  of  them  markt  the  tothers  valient  deed. 

And  each  of  tother  fell  in  admiration; 

She  deemes  \\im  Mars  ot  one  of  Marshh  Iced, 

And  farre  aboue  allhuman  generation: 

And  faue  he  wasdeceiuedin  her  weed. 

He  would  haue  giu’n  her  cquall  commendation. 

And  likned  her,  as  well  he  liken  might, 

Vnto  Beiloin*  for  her  valiant  fight, 
ir 

Thus  of  two  bands  thefe  Iburc  the  battcll  vvone. 

And  all  their  ftulFe  and  carriages  they  got. 

The  prilhers  loofd,  their  bands  were  all  vndonc. 

Their  foes  all  foild,  fuch  is  their  happic  lot; 

Well  was  the  man  whofe  horfe  could  Iwifteft  run. 

Small  count  they  make  ofambleorof  trot: 

The  tone  fide  leauc  their  gold  on  alTcs  lodcn. 

The  tother  of  their  captiucsarcforbodcn. 
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The  doble  vanquilhcrs  fcaze  on  the  pray, 
fiamdtrt  b*tb  was  both  rich  and  fumptuous  to  behold, 

txcfUcd  ftr  «r>  Of  Flaundcts  worke  an  hanging  rich  and  gay, 

w.  ' (To  hang  a ftatcly  roomc)  of filke  and  goldj  ' 

Alfo  they  found  rich  clothing  and  array. 

That  ftiould  hauc  bene  vnto  Lanfufa  fold, 
Namely  among  the  reft  a gallant  gowne, 
Embrodcrd  round  with  coil  of  many  a crownc, 

H 

Further  they  found  good  vittells  and  good  ftore, 
Bottels  of  wine,  coole,  frelh,  and  good  of  taft. 
With  which(not  hauing  eat  that  day  before) 
They  do  agree  to  bait  and  breakc  their  faft. 

And  cu’rie  one  prepares  himfclfe  therefore. 

And  to  that  end  their  curats  they  vnlaft: 

Now  when  lAarfifahid  putoflFher  beauer. 

To  be  a woman  curie  one  pcrccaue  her. 

Her  golden  haire  truft  vp  with  carelclTe  art. 

Her  forhead  fajre,and  full  of  ftatcly  grace. 

Her  eye,  her  lip,  and  eu’ric  other  part, 

V Sofutingtoher  comly  fhape  and  face. 

As  bred  eu’n  then  in  each  beholders  hart, 
Rcu’rcncc  and  louc,  and  wonder  in  like  cafq 
And  ftraight  they  askt  her  name , ^ which  (he  told 
And  w as  great  delict  (he  doth  b^old  the.  (the 

But  Ihe  more, and  far  more  then  all  the  reft, 

B^eros  fliapc  and  perfon  doth  regard. 

His  valJcw  great,  his  vnappaled  breft. 

Before  the  others  all  Ihe  much  prefard, 

To  him  alone  her  Ipceches  flic  addreft, 

Ofhim  alone  flic  would  her  Ipeechwere  hard: 
Thus  flic  inhim,  and  he  delighted  in  her. 

The  while  the  other  hadprepard  their  dinner. 
z6 

The  place  they  dyndc  in  was  a plcafant  cauc. 

One  oftliofefoure  that  famous  Merlh  wrought. 
Where  he  in  milke  white  marble  did  engrauc 
Stories, by  which  ftrage  things  to  coc  were  taught 
The  vcric  images  feemd  life  to  hauc;  (thought 
And  fauing  they  were  dumbe,  you  would  hauc 
Both  by  their  looks,andby  their  liuely  features. 
That  they  had  mouedjand  bin  liuing  creatures, 
*7 

Forth  ofadefert wood  an vglybeaft,  (ned, 

$kt  There  feemd  to  come,  whofc  fliapc  was  thus  defi- 

Earcs  of  an  afle,  a wolfe  in  head  and  breft, 
Acarkas,  all  with  pinching  famin  pined, 

A Lions  grifly  iaw,  but  all  the  reft. 

To  Foxlike  fliape  did  feeme  to  be  inclined  t 
In  England,France,  in  Italy  and  Spaine, 

Vea  all  the  world,  this  monfter  feemd  to  raigne. 

Where  ear  this  crti  ell  monfter  fethis  foote. 

He  kild  and  fpoild  of  eu’rie  fort  and  ftate. 

No  height  of  birth , or  ftate  with  him  did  bootc, 
He  conquerd  kings  and  cIowncs,all  in  like  rate. 
Yea  this  beafts  powre  had  tane  fo  deepe  a roote, 

It  enterd  in  Chrift  vicars  facred  gate, 

And  vexed  Cardinals  and  Bifliops  chiefe. 

And  bred  a fcandall,  eu’n  in  our  bcliefe. 


if 

Vnto  thisbeaft  men  feemd  to  bow  and  bend, 

This  bcaft  brake  through  each  wall  & eu’ry  fence, 

No  cittic  could  it  felfc  therefrom  defend. 

Strong  caftels  made  from  it  but  wcake  defence. 

In  fine,  her  powre  did  feeme  fo  farre  extend. 

That  many  were  fo  fond  and  void  offence. 

To  thinke,  and  to  bclccuc  this  monfter  fell. 

Had  powre  of  all  things,both  in  heau’n  and  hell, 

3° 

But  when  this  bcaft  had  rang’d  a whi!c,behold 
One  wearing  on  his  head  a lawreU  crownc. 

With  threcjtliat  wore  the  flowrc  delucc  of  gold, 

Embroderd  richly  on  a purple  gowne. 

And  with  thefe  tnrce,a  ftatcly  Lyon  bold,' 
loyned  his  force  to  put  the  monfter  downc: 

The  titles  and  the  names  that  them  concerned. 

Might  in  their  garments  plainly  be  difccrncd. 
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Onc,that  withfword  the  bcaft  thrufts  in  the  paunch. 

Was  hcjwhofe  praifc  enuic  (hall  ncucr  Another, 

Frark-ii  the  flrft  of  that  name, king  of  Fraunce, 

Of  Auftria  MaximiUtn  is  another. 

Then  C/wr/er  the  fife  that  with  a mightic  launce, 

Smites  through  y bcaft,  fro  tone  fide  to  the  tothcr 
The  font  th  y in  the  breft  with  arrow  wounds  him, 

Was  Henm  th’cight,thc  writing  fo  expounds  him.  Of  ling  Hinrh 

ja  the  i. 

Ito  the  tenth, the  Lion  fierce  is  called,  *** 

Who  chaft  him, and  faft  cauglit  him  by  the  care,  “V* 

And  in  the  chafe,  the  bcaft  fo  tyrd  and  galled. 

As  others  tocke  him  while  he  held  him  thcare. 

By  this  the  world  feemd  freed  erft  was  thralled. 

By  tliis  men  feemd  fccurc  and  void  of  fcare ; 

Seeing  that  bcaft  whofe  look  late  made  th6  treble 
Stroid  by  the  powre  of  this  fo  brauc  aflcmblc. 
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This  ftoiic  fofer  forth  (as  I hauetold) 

With  coftly  workmanfliip  great  pleaforc  bred. 

In  all  their  minds  that  did  the  fame  behold. 

And  on  this  fight  more  then  their  meat  they  fed^ 

Chiefly  Marfift  wiflit  toheare  it  told, 

What  men  thefe  were,  whether  alrcadic  d cd. 

Or  elfe  a prophefic  of  things  enfuing, 

By  hidden  skill,  laid  ope  to  each  mans  vewing. 
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Then  Malagtgj  was  by  them  requefted. 

As  one  in  Mathcmaticks  fecne  right  well. 

And  had  the  method  thereof  fo  dilgefted, 

A s he  aU  hidden  miftcries  could  cell. 

To  fliew  what  monfter  thus  the  world  molefted. 

And  who  be  thefo  chathim  fro  earth  expel:  (the. 

For  though  they  faw  their  names, they  did  not  kno 
But  he, they  knew  by  his  great  skiljcould  ftiow  the. 

3? 

Know  the  (quoth  he)  that  thefe  whofc  names  appear 
In  marble  pure,didncuerliucasyet. 

But  long  timehcnce,  after  fix  hundredycare, 

To  their  great  praifc  in  princely  throne  ihall  fit. 

Merlin  Englifti  prophet  plaft  them  hearc. 

In  Arthurs  timc,and  by  his  pafling  wit. 

Set  here  (as  yet)  their  vnperformed  deeds. 

And  noted  all  their  names  vpon  dich  weeds. 
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Quid  (iithtf  the 
trait  age. 
Cammunemqut 
priia  feuturntn* 
faiu  df  auT* , 
Cauiiu  huinunt 
ia'igo  figuamt 
Lmitt  me£(jT. 


Thtfruitt  efca, 
ueiaufnet  ,4>iU 
triberie. 


Sentence. 
Laol^e  in  the 
^Megune . 


Miffttkd. 


This  bead  you  faw^ad  firft  her  habitation. 

Only  among  the  wicked  fiends  of  hell, 

And  ftayd  thercjtill  that  wicked  generation, 

(I  meane  the  iron  agc)on  earth  did  dwell. 

When  none  durft  trull  without  an  obligation, 
Whe  fraud  firll  came  tween  them  that  buy  & fell, 
And  when  the  mightie(to  their  great  reproch) 
Firft  on  the  poore  menslmings  did  cncroch. 
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Then  firll  this  monller  cruel!  gotabrod, 

And  euer  lince  her  powredoth  dill  cncreafe, 
Andwherefoer  Ihemakcth  her  abod. 

There  is  no  frendlhip  firme,nor  godly  peace, 
lullice  and  confciencc  vnder footc  are  trod, 

Good  gouerment  and  holefom  lawes  do  ceafe 
Tyih.nywhom  Thebm  kiJd  with  thoufand  darts, 

W as  monller  Icfle  then  this,  by  hundred  parts . 
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Thus  MaUa^igi^3iid,mA  then  h«  told. 

Who  thofe  Ihould  be, that  fliould  the  monller  kill, 
That  Ihould  come  the  when  as  the  world  were  old 
That  Ihould  renew  each  good, and  mend  each  ill, 
Whofe  names  in  facred  llile  to  be  cnrold 
Defcrucjand  to  be  prayfd  and  honourd  11  ill: 

That  Ihould  in  time  to  come,as  he  did  conller, 

W ith  bountie  kill,that  miferablc  monller . 
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Thofe  fiue  I namde,and  more  by  fiuciimes  fiue. 

Mine  author  names, that  holpe  to  flay  thebeall. 
B^gero  and  the  reft, the  time  did  driue, 

In  fuch  like  talke  during  the  prefent  feall, 

And  er  they  rofe , behold  there  did  arriue, 

Vnto  this  caue  vnwares  an  other  guell, 

Namly  thatdamfell  from  whom  late  by  force. 
Fierce  Hsdomont  had  tane  horfe. 
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She  hauing  heard  by  hap  vpon  the  way. 

Her  millrcs  brother  was  at  Merlyns  caue, 

Where  Ihe  had  been  her  Iclfe, an  other  day. 

Not  thinking  ncm^geto  there  to  haue; 

Him  when  Ihe  faw,lhe  not  one  word  doth  fay 
To  him, nor  any  Ihow  or  inckling  gauej 
Like  one  that  knew  lb  well  to  do  her  arrant. 

As  Ihe  durft  go/omtioie  befide  her  warrant. 

41 

But  vnto  mchardet  flic  frames  her  talc. 

Yet  fo  as  totlier  might  her  Ipeechcs  heare  ,. 

How  one  from  her  a gallant  coutfcrftale, 
which  Bretdamant  her  millres  held  foil  dcare. 

The  horfc(quoth  lhc)Frontynolhe  did  call. 

And  1 had  led  him  thirtie  myle  well  neare. 
Toward  Marfilia, where  Ihe  bad  me  Hay, 

And  pointed  me  to  meet  me  at  a day. 
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So  fond  was  1,1  feared  no  mans  force. 

Nor  doubted  no  mans  will  to  do  me  wrong, 

Whe  once  I Ihould  but  Ihow  them  how  thehorfc, 
Vnto  Benaldos  filler  did  belong: 

Yet  one  fierce  Pagan  voide  of  all  remorfe, 

Met  mc,and  tooke  him  from  me, and  er  long 
Met  with  a foe, with  whom  I fighting  left  him, 
Thathathl  hope  by  this  of  life  bereft  fei. 


tOf 

B^gero  with  this  talc  was  fo  much  moued. 

That  leant  hereof  Hypfialca  made  an  end, 

But  Bjebardetto  ftraighi  by  him  was  moued. 

Yea  and  coniurd,as  he  would  be  hisfrend. 

That  this  attempt  might  foie  by  him  be  proued, 
And(but  this  dainfcll)nonc  might  him  attend; 
Only  to  bring  him  to  that  Pagans  fight. 

That  tooke  away  herhorfe  againft  all  right. 
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(though  he  thought  it  to  much  wrong 
Sooft  to  let  an  other  viidertake, 

Thofe  enterprifes  that  to  him  belong) 

Yet  fith  fo  carneftly  Bogerc  fpake, 

He  giues  confent , and  tother  flaid  not  long. 

But  of  the  companie  hisleaue  doth  take, 
Leaning  them  all, in  wonder  great  to  fee, 

That  fuch  hye  worth  could  in  a young  man  bee. 

4? 

Now  when  HyppalcayWas  quite  out  of  fight. 

She  opned  to  Hogero  all  the  troth. 

How  Ihe, that  counts  him  herbeloucdknight^ 
And  voweth  to  be  his  by  follemn  oth. 

Sent  her  ofpurpofe  to  him,this  laft  night. 

Which  ftie  before  conecald(as  being  loth 
Her  miftres  brother  Ihould  her  counfell  know. 
How  Ihe  the  horfe  did  vpon  him  bellow.) 

4tf 

She  told  him  how  that  he  that  tooke  the  Heed, 
Added  thefeproud  and  fcornfoU  words  befide, 
Becaule  it  is  Bpgeros  horfe  indeed , 

So  much  the  rather  on  the  horfe  I ride. 

And  if  he  will  be  grieud  at  this  my  deed. 

Tell  him  I do  not  minde  my  lelfe  to  hide. 

For  I am  Bsdomcnt(hc  faid)whofe  name. 

Where  car  I palTeJilleth  the  world  with  fame. 
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One  might  haue  Icen  it  in  Bogerosface, 

In  how  great  dudgen,this  great  wrong  he  tooke. 
Both  for  the  gift,and  giuer  in  1 ike  cafe. 

And  grofle  abufe,for  which  he  did  notlooke: 

He  thinkes  what  infamie  and  foiile  dilgrace. 

It  were  to  him,lb  great  deljiite  to  brookc, 

Which  if  he  wouldjthen  iullly  eu’ty  body. 

Might  take  him  for  a dallard  and  a nody. 

48 

wherefore  with  hcartvponreuengefoll  fet, 

He  followeth  forthwith  his  femall  guide. 

She  that  did  thinke  the  fray  vnpartedyer. 

That  Bodomont  and  Mandrkardo  tride. 

By  darke  blind  ways, the  neareft  Ihe  could  get, 
Vnro  the  place  direftlie  Ihe  did  ride; 

But  as  you  heard,they  had  deferrd  the  quarell. 
And  hailed  thence  tohelpe  their  liege  fro  per  el 
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And  as  Itouchtbeforc,thcirhap  them  brought, 
Vnto  the  (oveCaid  Merlyns  famous  caue, 
Therc,whcre  before  good  Malagigi  taught. 
What  fecret  meaning  all  the piftures  haue: 

Now  had  MarfifaQjy  the  rellbefought)  ■ 

Put  on  a womans  garment  palTing  brauc, 

Which  lately  for  Lanfufa  had  bin  made. 

And  fo  attyrd,refrclht  her  in  the  lhadc. 


Sentence. 


‘Bodeir.imt. 

Mandricard, 

Diralyce. 
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when  the  Tartarian  Prince  had  Ipidc  this  dame, 
Straight  in  his  mynd  he  plots  this  new  found  drift j 
I will  (thought  hc)by  conqueft  win  this  fame, 
And  giue  her  K»dtmoniee  as  my  gift, 

StHtnet,  (As  though  that  loue  were  but  a Iport  and  game. 

That  might  be  fold,  and  chaunged  for  a Ihift) 
Forwhy  (hcthought)what  needs  a mancoplainc. 
If  Jeefing  one,  he  do  another  game  f 
yi 

Wherforc  the  tothers  want  for  to  repaire. 

And  that  he  might  his  ownc  in  quiet  haue. 

And  iorMarfifa  feemely  was  and  faire. 

As  no  man  need  a dame  more  comly  craue: 
Foorthwith  vneo  them  he  doth  make  repaire, 
Dcnoiincmg  ftiaight  the  challenge  ftout  & braue 
That  he  w thofe  foure knights  at  tilt  wold  runne. 
Till  they  flue  him,  or  he  their  Ladie  wonne. 

5i 

Straight  fteptout  MaUgi^'e  and 

Rcadie  m her  defence  to  breaks  a (j^earc. 

Nor  fearing  to  encounter  man  to  man. 

With  thofe  two  Pagans  they  faw  prefent  thcare. 
But  when  the  fray  betweenc  them  now  began. 
Fierce  B^domont  &ooA  Bill  and  doth  forbcarc. 

As  comming  thither  with  another  mynd, 

And  not  to  chaungc  his  purpofe  lirft  affignd. 

n 

Now  of  the  brothers  f^iuian  was  the  firft. 

That  with  great  might  the  Pagan  did  inuadc, 

V pon  whole  creft  in  vame  his  fpcarc  he  burft. 

His  blow  no  hurt  it  did,  no  figneit  madej 
His  force  was  Icaft,  fo  was  his  fortune  worft  , 

For  Mandricard  (more  perfeft  in  this  trade) 

With  lb  great  ftrength  & skill  his  Ipcare  enforced, 
That  he  wasouerthrownc  and  quite  vnhorfed. 
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To  venge  his  brother, thought. 

But  of  his  thought  hequickly  was  deccaiied; 

His  force  thus  oucrmatcht,preuailed  nought. 
From  of  his  fadle  he  was  quickly  heaued. 

Next  jildiger  his  comming  dearly  bought. 

For  in  his  fide  a great  wound  hercceaued, 

Dow  nc  on  the  gralTc  he  fell  like  one  halfc  dead. 

His  vifage  waxing palc,his  armour  red. 
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Then  ^idjardetto  came  v ith  mightie  launce, 
Prouinghimfclfeby  his  great  force  to  be. 

Wot  thie  the  name  ofPalladine  of  Fraunce, 

As  oft  his  foes  did  fccle,  his  frends  did  fee: 

But  at  this  time,  one  ouerthwart  mifchauncc 
Happendjthat  downe  among  the  reft  lay  he. 

His  hoife  vvherin  he  put  fo  great  a truft. 

Fell  downe  with  him,  and  tumbled  in  the  duft. 
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W'hen  as  no  other  champion  did  appeare. 

But  all  were  ouerthrownc  in  this  late  fight. 
Thinking  this  conqu  eft  now  obtained  cleare. 
Without  more  ftay,he  from  his  horfe  doth  light. 
And  comming  vnto  her  with  fmilingcheare, 
Damzell  (quoth  he)  you  now  are  mine  in  righr. 
You  cannot  it  denie  jOr  once  cxcufe  it. 

For  by  the  laws  of  batcell  fo  we  vfe  it. 


Indeed^MarJifa  faid)it  were  no  wrong. 

And  I were  yours  1 graunt  by  law  ot  warre. 

If  I were  theirs,  or  did  to  them  belong. 

That  you  haue  foylcd  in  this  prefent  laire: 

But  I lliall  make  you  know  I hope  er  long, 

You  mifleyour  marke,your  aime  did  greatly  arre 
I am  mine  owne,mine  owner  is  within  me. 

He  that  Willhaue  me, from  my  felfc  muft  win  me. 
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I can  (quoth  fhe)  handle  both  Iword  and  fpearc. 
And  haue  cr  this  made  more  then  one  man  bleed. 
Then  cald  foe  for  her  armour  which  was  theare, 
Which  by  a page  was  brought  to  her  with  fpeed. 
Of  go’th  her  gownc,  and  for  foe  ftill  did  wearc 
A {lender  trulfc  vnder  her  womans  weed. 

Her  weU  foapt  limbs  therin  were  plainly  fccnc, 
Bodide  like  Mars,  fae’e  like  the  -^gypt  Queenc. 

59 

When  at  allpceceyfoe  was  armed  round. 

She  vauteth  nimbly  vp  into  her  feat. 

And  twife  or  thrilc  foe  makes  her  horfe  cobexind, 
Tobatcalitlcofhis furious  heat, 

And  makes  a turnc  or  two  aboue  the  groundj 
T hen  turnes  foe  to  her  foe  to  do  her  feat: 

Such  was  (I  iudge)  Tenthefelem  fight, 

Againft  ^ chides  tzmoas  Grcekifo  knighr. 
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Thus  each  ihemfelues  vpon  their  horfe  aduaunces. 
And  with  theircouched  Ijiears  forthwith  they  runj 
Vp  in  a thoufand  fplinters  flie  the  launces. 

But  vnto  them  no  hurt  at  all  is  donne: 

The  Pagan  greatly  niarucls  how  it  chaunccs. 

That  foe  foould  fcapc,and  curfes  moone  &funnej 
And  foe  with  her  fucccflc  as  ill  content, 
Blafpheameth  eke  the  heau’nsand  firmament. 
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Then  they  alfayd  with  fwords  moft  dreadftill  dint. 

To  wound  the  cone  the  tother,  .and  to  kill. 

Their  ftrokes  were  fuch  as  might  haue  pierftthc 
And  to  their  force  was  ioyned  pafling  skill,  (flint. 
They  lay  on  lode  amaine,anddo  notftint. 

The  found  doth  all  the  place  with  eccho  fill. 

But  neuerwasit  more  for  their  behoofc. 

To  haue  their  armour  of  lb  pafling  proofe. 

6z 

But  while  they  now  chiefly  applyde  the  fray. 

Fierce  liodomcnt  fteppeth  them  both  betwixt. 

And  blames  him  much  for  makingfuch  delay,  ' 

Of  that  which  late  by  him  was  firmly  fixt: 

And  then  with  curteous  fpecch  he  her  doth  pray, 
W ith  lowly  words  and  loftie,  quaintly  mixt. 

That  foe  would  hclpe  to  ayd  T raianos  fonne, 

Whofe  tents  were  m much  daungcr  to  be  wonne. 

To  this  requeft  MarfiCa  doth  aflent. 

As  well  to  helpe  king  ^fgramant  therby. 

As  for  foe  came  to  France  with  that  intent. 

The  forces  of  the  Palladines  to  try; 

This  while  I(o^<ro,wroth  and  malcontent. 

After  the  ftealer  of  his  horfe  doth  hy. 

And  hailing  found  of  him  the  pei  fed  tracke. 

He  /ends  againc  his  guide  Hsppalca  batke. 
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Aftd  for  he  thought  that  none  could  do  it  better, 

The  meflenger  he  makes  her  of  his  mind, 

And  fends  by  her  his  lately  written  letter, 
Protefting  he  will  ftill  continue  kind. 

And  that  he  doth  him  fclfe  acknowledge  debter. 
And  would  him  felfe  to  her  for  euer  bind, 

Only  he  prays  her  for  a time  excufe 

His  abfcnce,which  he  would  not>  might  he  chufe. 

With  this  difpatchH/;>/>4/f<*  wenther  way. 

And  came  to  Mount  Albano  that  fame  night. 
Ungero  made  but  verie  litle  ftay, 

Vntill  he  had  Frontino  in  his  light; 

' Which  feen  & knownjforthwith  there  was  no  way, 
Bu  t he  will  haue  his  horfe  againe,or  fight 
With  him,  that  had  with  fo  vnnoble  force. 

Robbed  the  damfell  of  the  gallant  horfe. 
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And  ftraigjit  in  Ihew  of  war,  he  coucht  his  fpeare, 
And  to  his  face  the  Pagan  he  defide. 

But  ^domont  doth  patiently  foibcare, 

Eu’n  as  a / o6,and  aU  his  words  abide; 

Not  that  of  him  he  had  one  fparke  of  fearc, 

For  his  great  value  often  had  ben  tride. 

But  that  the  daunger  of  his  Lord  and  king, 

W ayd  more  with  him  then  anie  other  thing. 
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Wherfore  he  gently  tells  him  for  what  caufe 
He  may  not  fight,  and  him  exhorted  to, 

ToitydhU  ii~  What  all  diuine,and  what  all  humane  laws, 
lirtiftd  Pmit.  Vnto  his  Prince  commands  a man  to  do. 

I(faid  I^iXtro)  am  content  to  pawfe, 

In  this  refpecl,and  make  a truce  with  you. 

So  that  this  horfe  againe  to  me  you  render. 

Which  fo  to  takc,your  reafon  was  but  flender. 

6i 

Now  while  thefe  two  herein  do  fquare  and  braue. 
The  T artar  king  doth  vnto  them  approch. 

And  when  he  faw  what  armes  I{ngero  gaue. 

He  fet  another  brable  ftraight  abroch: 

Mine  are(quoth  he)thefe  arms  that  now  you  haue 
How  dare  you  on  my  titles  thus  encroch? 

The  caufe  why  lAandricardo  Ipake  thele  words, 
TheEagle,  Was  that  R^^ero  gaue  the  king  ofburds. 
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An  Eagle  argent,  in  a field  ofblew, 

I^ogero  gaue,whylom  thecreftof  Troy, 

As  one  that  thence  deriu’d  his  pedigrew. 

And  did  by  due  difeent  the  fame  enioy; 

But  hereof  Mandricardo  nothing  knew. 

Or  nought  belieu’d,  and  calld  it  but  a toy; 

And  tooke  it  as  an  iniuric  and  fcorne, 

Tofee  the  fame  by  anie  other  worne. 
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For  he  him  felfe  did  giue  it  for  his  cote. 

That  bird  that  bare  vp  Gammed  on  hy , 

G^mmtd  to  Ilf  Ear  fince  he  was  (asl  before  did  note) 

t tier.  Don  H eClon  armes, and  wan  fuch  praife  therby, 

The  good  fucceffe  hereof  makes  him  aflote, 
Sochat  he  did  I{ogero  ftraight  defie, 

I (hall  (quoth  he)  fome  better  maners  teach  thcc; 
Then  in  fuch  faweie  fort  to  ouer  reach  thcc. 


As  wood  well  dridc  will  quickly  fall  on  fire,  Simikt 

If  fo  a man  a litlc  do  it  blow. 

So  was  l^ggero  kindled  now  in  ire. 

To  heare  the  Pagan  reprehend  him  lb; 

Thou  thinkft  (quoth  he)  to  haue  thy  fond  dellrc. 

By  charging  me  now  with  a double  foe, 

But  know  that  I my  partie  good  will  make. 

From  him  mine  horfe,fr6  thcc  mine  arms  to  take. 

Did  not  we  two  about  this  matter  boord? 

And  then  to  take  thy  life  I did  abftaine, 

Becaufe  that  by  your  fide  I faw  no  fword; 

Now,fith  that  you  begin  this  brawle  againe. 

This  (halbe  fight  in  deed,  that  was  but  word, 

And  that  your  creft  (hall  turncyou  to  much  painc 
Which  vnto  me  difcent  and  propagation. 

Hath  left,  but  you  do  hold  by  vfurpation. 

Nay  thou  vfurpft,  the  tothcr  ftraight  doth  fay. 

And  with  that  word  he  Durindana  drew. 

That  fword,  that  erft  Orlando  Bang  away. 

And  dicn  a cruell  fray  was  hke  enfew; 

But  ftraight  the  tother  two  did  caufe  them  ftay. 

And  chiefly  1{ndomont  did  feeme  torew. 

That  Af4«dr»f<?rdof  lightnclTefhewdfuch  token, 

That  twife  by  him  his  promife  had  ben  broken. 
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Firft  when  to  get  Marfifa  he  had  thought, 

s He  had  confliftcd  more  then  twife  or  thrile. 

And  now  with  tother  qilarelled  for  nought. 

About;  a bird, or  fome  fuch  fond  deuife: 

Rather(quoth  hc)if  needs  you  would  haue  fough^ 

We  two  (hould  trie  the  title  of  our  prife. 

Which  by  confent  (hould  (land  ftill  vndefeided,' 

Vntill  our  Princes  fafetie  wereprouided. 
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Wherfore  for  (hame  do  as  you  haue  agreed. 

And  let  vs  ccafe,  and  lay  all  quarells  by. 

And  when  our  Prince  from  daunger  (hall  be  freed, 
Then  firft  betweene  vs  two  the  matter  try. 

And  after  if  you  liuc,  you  may  proceed 
To  fight  it  out  with  him,and  fo  will  I: 

Though  well  I wot,  when  1 haiffe  done  with  you. 

But  litlc  will  remaine  for  him  to  do. 
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Tu(h  (faith  the  Tartar  Prince)  for  him,nor  thee. 

Nor  all  the  world  befide,  I palTe  one  ftraw. 

Whether  you  fight,  or  whether  you  agree. 

Of  neither  of  you  both  I ftand  in  aw; 

As  water  in  a (j>ring,  (b  ftrength  in  me 
Shall  ftill  fiipply,  much  more  then  you  can  draw : 

1 hope  by  that  time  lhauc  done  my  feat. 

From  head  to  font  with  blood  lie  make  you  fweat. 

77 

Thus  one  ill  word  another  doth  on  draw, 

And  wrathfull  Mandricurd  them  both  defies; 

^odomont  would  haue  peace,  but  they  would  none. 

If  one  fpcake  (harpe,  tother  more  (harpe  replies; 

If  one  ftrife  be  compounded,yct  anon. 

Another  ftrife  as  bad  or  worfc  doth  rife. 

In  vainc  Marfifa  labouts  to  compound  them, 

For  more  & more  vntoward  ftill  (he  found  them, 
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Eu’n  as  the  painfull  husbandman  doth  thinke. 

By  care  to  kcepe  the  riuer  in  his  bounds. 

That  fwells  with  rainc,  rcadic  to  pafle  the  brinkc, 
And  ouerflow  his  mowd  orfowed  grounds. 

He  ftrengthens  eti’ric  place  that  feems  to  (hrinkej 
Yet  more  and  more  the  water  ftill  abounds, 

And  while  he  (lops  one  vent,another  groweth. 
Till  ouer  all  perforce  at  laft  it  floweth. 
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So  when  the  dame, of  whom  I laft  made  mentionj 
Saw  how  Kogero  flout , and  Mandricardj 
With  B^domont  continude  in  contention. 

And  each  would  feeme  for  tothcr  two  to  hard. 

She  willing  to  compound  this  lharpe  diflcuuonj 
Perfwades  them,  but  they  litle  it  regard, 

Forflill  asonearherrequeftforbears, 

The  tother  two  are  at  it  by  the  cars. 
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When  as  (he  faw  their  fiiric  ftiUincreafc, 

Either  (quoth  (lie)  let  vs  ourPrince  aflift. 

And  in  the  meane  tune  let  all  quarrels  ccafc^ 

Or  ifyou  in  this  furie  ftillpcrliit, 

ThenI  withiW^<w»:fr«f4rd  willhaue  no  peace. 

Do  herein  (quoth  B^gerd)  as  you  lift. 

For  I reiolued  am  tohaue  my  horfe. 

Whether  it  be  by  faire  means,  or  by  force, 
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Then  do  (faid  Bpdomont)  your  worft  and  beft. 

For  with  that  horfe  to  part , I not  agree, 
Buthercbefoicyou  allldoprotcft. 

That  if  our  kirigby  this  ftay  damag’d  be. 

And  that  for  want  of  ayd  he  be  diftreft, 

The  caufe  thcrofdid  not  proceed  of  me; 

Litle  Bsgtro  way  cs  his  proteftationj 
But  firmly  holds  his  firft  determination. 
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And  at  the  Sarzan  furioufiy  he  flies. 

And  with  his  fhouldcr  gaue  him  fuch  a rhruftj 
He  loft  his  ftirrops,  and  fo  loofd  his  thyes. 

That  hard  h c fcaped  lying  in  the  duft  j 
What?  hold  Kpgero,  Mandricardo  ctyes. 

Either  not  fight,  or  fight  with  me  you  muft. 

And  in  great  ra^e,  as  that  fame  word  he  fpakc, 
I{ogeros  beauer  with  great  might  he  ftrakc. 

The  blow  was  fuch,  as  made  him  forward  Icanc, 

And  er  that  he  him  felfe  againe  could  reare, 

Vpon  him  fmote  the  fonne  of  f'fyen, 

With  fo  great  ftrength  as  no  ftregth  might  it  bearc 
That  hadhis  armour  bin  of  temper  meane. 

No  doubt  they  had  an  end  made  of  him  thearc: 
B^eros  hands  flic  ope  with  fencelelle  painc. 

The  tone  his  fword,  the  tothcr  leaucs  his  raine. 
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His  horfe  away  bears  him  about  the  grcenc; 

And  Balifard  his  blade  is  left  behind: 

Marfifa  that  had  to  Bogero  bcenc. 

Fellow  in  armes  that  day, was  grieuM  in  mind. 

To  fee  him  vfd  fo  hardly  them  betweene. 

And  being  ftrong  oflimbes,  and  ftout  by  kind. 

She  fmiteth  Mandricardo  on  the  crowne 
So  hard, as  wants  not  much  to  fell  liini  downc. 


8? 

After  Bogero  BpdomoM  doth  get  him. 

And  now  Frontino  had  well  nigh  bin  wonne; 

But  by  the  way,  ftout  Bicharditto  met  him. 

And  with  him  ioynd  his  coufin  Bouos  fonnq 
Tone  iuftleshim,and  ftirdcr  of  doth  fethim. 

The  tother,  namely  yiuian,  doth  ninnc, 
MnioBpgero  that  by  this  was  waked, 

And  lends  his  fwordj  vnto  his  right  hand  naked. 
i6 

Now  backe  he  doth  retiirnc,  enrag’d  with  (come, 
Winding  to  pay  his  damage  home  againcj 
Eu'n  as  a Lyon  whom  the  Bull  ha  th  borne, 

Vpon  his  headjis  full  of  fierce  difdaine. 

Flies  at  him  ftill,  nor  fears  his  cm  ell  hornet 
His  anger  making  him  forgethis  paine: 

And  on  his  beauer  with  fuch  force  he  thundered. 
As  chough  he  would  his  head  in  twaine  hauc  fun- 

87  (dered. 

And  furc  he  had  performd  it  vcric  ncare. 

If  Balifarda  had  bin  in  his  hand. 

Which  he  let  fall, as  you  before  did  hearc. 

Now  when  as  Difcord  faw  how  things  did  ftant^ 
She  thinks  no  peace  can  poflTibly  be  hearc. 

And  taking  Pride  her  After  by  thclund. 

Sifter  (quoth  flic)  now  ttimc  we  to  our  Friers, 
For  we  hauc  kindled  here  fufficicnc  fiers. 
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And  lb  away  they  went, and  let  them  go: 

And  let  me  tell  you  how  Bogero  Iped, 

Who  gaue  to  Bpdomm  (b  fierce  a blow. 

That  fuch  a great  amazement  in  him  bredj 
That  twile  or  thrife  he  reded  to  and  froj 
Frontino  with  his  (crtcelclfe  matter  fled, 

Alfo  his  (word  had  fainc  out  ofhis  lift. 

But  chat  a chaine  did  eye  it  to  his  wrift. 
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This  while  Marfifa  held  the  tothcr  tackc; 

And  yet  on  neither  fide  the  conqueft  fwayd, 

Each  had  fo  good  an  armour  on  their  backe. 

Of  piercing  it  they  need  not  be  afraydj 
Yet  by  a chaunce  Matfifa  hapt  to  lacke. 

And  like  wife  hapt  to  haue  Bogeros  ayd; 

For  in  a turne  (he  made,  her  horfe  did  trip. 

And  in  the  dirt  vpon  one  fide  did  (lip. 
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And  as  againe  he  labourd  vp  to  rife. 

The  cruel!  Tartar  iuftlcd  him  fo  crofle. 

That  on  his  fide,  the  horfe  conftraind  downe  lyes, 
Foundring  againe  vpon  the  flimie  mofle; 

Which  when  Bpgero  from  aloofe  elpics. 

How  ncare  (he  was  todaunger  great, and  lolTe; 

He  fteps  to  Mandrka/d,  fiercely  affailing  him. 
While  Bsdomotri  ftands  mazd,his  fenfes  failing  him 
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The  Tartar  doth  as  fiercely  him  refift. 

But  yet  Bogero  ftrake  (o  great  a blow. 

Both  to  auenge  him  fclfe,and  her  alliftj 
Whom  Mandricardo  hapt  to  ouerthrow. 

That  fure  I thinke  that  blow  had  lide  mift. 

Quite  to  haue  clou’n  him  to  the  fadle  bow; 

Sauc  that  the  Tartarsarmourwas  fohard,j 
And  that  Bsgero  wanted  Balifard. 
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Ry  this  die  Sdrzan  king  againe  did  wake. 

And  feeing  none  but  Riebardetto  neate. 

He  calls  to  mynd  how  for roj  fake, 

That  youth  to  him  was  troiiblefome  while  ear. 
Straight  with  great  rage  he  toward  him  doth  make 
Minding  to  make  him  buy  that  curtfie  dearc: 
Andliirc  good  Richardetto  had  repented  it. 

But  that  his  colin  with  great  art  preuented  it> 
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His  conn  M a!a^i" tyV/hofe  skill  was  great. 

In  all  that  doth  to  magicke  art  pertainc. 

With  words  that  he  without  booke  could  repeat, 
Coniurd  vp  ftraight  one  of  thehellifli  traine. 

And  by  this  means  he  works  a pafling  feat; 

For  ftraight  (naming  no  placcjhe  doth  ordaine. 
This  Ipritc  in  Doralkes  horfe  to  enter. 

And  bcarc  her  thence  away  at  all  aduentcr. 
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The  Ipritc  thus  coniurd,quickIy  doth  his  part. 

Into  the  damfells  gentle  nag  he  crept. 

And  lb  his  quiet  nature  did  peruarc. 

That  on  the  hidden  thirtie  feet  he  Icpt, 

And  ten  foot  high,  yet  with  fo  calic  ftart, 

That  Dorahcee  ftill  the  fadle  kept, 

Yet  cride  the  out,  doubting  to  hauc  mifearied. 
For  in  the  diuels  name  ftie  thence  was  car  ried. 
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Forthwith  to  hclpc  her  Rpdomonte  go’th. 

Seeing  ftic  fled,and  cride  to  him  for  ayd. 

To  ftay  behind  the  Tartar  is  as  loth. 

For  fcarc  betweene  them  he  may  be  betrayd, 

He  leauesf(og;<ro  and  Murfifa  both. 

Nor  in  the  place  fohtlc  time  he  ftayd. 

As  to  accord  with  them  vpon  fomc  truce. 

Or  make  at  leaft  fomc  mannerly  excufe. 


96 

This  while  Marfifa  was  got  vp  againe, 

And  now  flic  means  to  venge  her  on  her  fo. 

But  he  was  gone,  at  which  in  great  difdainc, 

She  frets  and  chafes,  that  he  had  ferti’d  her  foj 
chafes  as  much,for  all  in  vainc 
He  knew  it  would  be, after  them  to  go: 

They  know  their  fteeds(3nd  this  doth  grieuc  ihcirt 
Cannot  out  run  Frontyn  & Brigliadorc.  (more) 
97 

Wherfbre  fuppofing  (as  it  was  indeed) 

That  they  were  gone  toward  the  Turkifli  hoft. 

To  follow  them  forthwith  thefe  two  agreed. 
Though  not  to  follow  as  they  went  in  poft. 

Not  doubting  but  when  were  freed, 

Atlcafuretheni  to  meet,  and  to  their  coft; 
Onward  they  go,  but  yet  Rn^cn  ment. 

To  bidhisfreiids  farewell  afore  he  went. 
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Downe  from  his  horfe  gently  he  doth  dclccnd. 

And  Richardetto  he  afidc  doth  take. 

And  promifthim  for  ay  tobehisfrend. 

And  to  his  noble  fifter  for  his  fake: 

To  whom  (faidhc)  I pray  you  me  commend, 

Yet  in  fuch  pretie  fort  the  fame  he  Ipakc, 

His  inward  lone  was  not  therby  dcteiftcd. 

Nor  her  great  loue  to  him, one  whit  fulpcticd. 
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Thusfolemne  Icauc  once  tane  on  cither  fide. 

And  proffers  of  great  loue  and  curtfie  made. 

To  him  was  hurt,  and  all  the  reft  befide. 

As  among  men  ofhonour  is  the  trade: 

Romero  with  Marfifa  on  doth  ride. 

But  how  they  did  the  Chriften  campc  inuadc. 
And  what  great  Ioffe  Cbarls  did  therby  receaue, 

In  the  next  treatifeyou  may  plainepcrccaue. 


1 n thif  xxvi,hookf  I oh  ferae  that  Aldigcr  did  difcreetly  refufe  the  ebaUenge  of  Mat  dCayVchich  might  perhaps  haaehindred  Moral. 
habetter  purpofeinrefcuingofbis  kirtfmen.  /nHippalca  W’eiw.y'  note  the  u>ifedomeofatx>atiemeffenger)thatl<>iotvsas 
tvell  to  hold  her  peace  as  toJ^eake.Lafily  in  Rogero,Rodomont,Mandricard  and  MatRfa,tbeconfafcdeJfens  ofdifcord. 

'■  TbeVrincesnamedby  rrune  author  tobel^iilers  andvanqtei/fjersoftlse  miferable  monfter  (^asl  called  it')  by  which  auarice  Hiftoric* 
it  ment , are  fu  famotn  in  all  writings  of  this  age , that  1 need  not Jpeake  of  litem  , JpeciaUy  our  king  Henrie  the  eighty  whofe 
bountie  and  magnificence  can  neuer  be  forgotten  while  this  realmejfhaE  bepeopledy  or  anie  Inflories  read. 

T hit  deferiptio  of  the  monfter  of couetoafheSyisQn  my  fancyfireiy  well  handled  by  mine  Mitthor,far  beyond  the  lik^ein  Dane  Allegoric, 
tobo  maketh  her  only  likf  a wolfc}  pined  with  fantine  y But  fiVioRo  goeth  farder^nd  morefignificantlyydeferibingherfirfi  to 
he  yglyj  becaufe  of  all  trices  it  is  the  moft  hatefull  j eares  of  an  ajfoy  being  for  the  mefi  part  ignorant  yorat  the  leaft  carelefje  of 
ether  mens  good  opmons-y  a wolfe  inhead  and  breaft  , namely  rauenotes  and  neuer fatiffiedy  a Liotu  grifiyi  aw  , terrible  and 
deuouring  5 afoxein  all  the  reft  yWyly  andcraftie  , and  timerous  oftbofe  that  are ftronger  then  himfelje:  all  which  applica~ 
tions  are fo  proper  and  fo  plainoy  as  it  is  needlejfe  to  ft  and  vpon  them. 

Some  yerie fondly  hauefurmifed  yand  publtfted  the  fame  iii  printy  that  this  was  alluded  to  the  Biftop  ofRomCybi’t  hoW  ab-  Allufioil. 
furd  that  imagination  IS  y thepraife  oftheVopethenlmingyfollowinginihe-^i.ftajfedothplainely/hew.  But  Fornarius 
fuppofethit  to  be  ment  rather  by  fome  temborallTrince  of  f talie  , that  with  his  couetoufnejfeopprejfed  the  people y andtherfore 
might  bey  not  ynfitly , termed  fuch  a monfter. 


Here  end  the  notes  of  the  xxvj.  booke. 
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THE  XKVII.  BOOKE. 


THE  ARGVMENT. 

I^ogero  and  the  other  T^agan  khigSy 
Aluke  Charles  againe  to  Paris  walls  retire'. 
Among  the  T nr^  new  feed  ofejuarrell JprtngS'y 
And  kmdles  m their  harts  a e^tsenchlejfe  jfire: 
JVhich  all  their  campe  in  great  diforder  brings, 
iyigramant  to  appeafe  them  doth  dejire\ 
"K^domont  leaues  the  campe,  in  rage  and  wrath, 
Becaufe  hismijlrejfe  himforfaken  hath. 


yf^’otnensufits 
nartfuddeti  the 
vtns. 


1 

Mong  the  many  rare  and 
Ipcciall  gifts. 

That  in  the  femal  fex  arc 
found  to  ilt. 

This  one  is  chiefe , that 
they  at  neareft  ihifts, 
Giuc  beft  adiiife,  & fhow 
moft  rcadiewit: 

But  m5,cxccpthe  thinks 
and  chews, and  fifts. 
How  eu’ric  part  may  anfwer  tother  fit, 

By  ralh  aduifc  doth  often  ouerihoot  him. 

And  doth  atiept  tlie  things  that  do  not  boot  him. 

2 

Cooi.Mtilagigi  thought  he  had  done  wifely. 

In  making toParis  fly. 

But  if  he  had  the  matter  way  d precifely, 

(Though  fyc/wrdefto  waspreferu’d  therby) 

He  would  haue  fure  confeft  it  done  vnwilbly. 

His  fafetie  with  fo  great  a lofle  to  buy; 

For  by  this  aft  (which  he  then  not  forethought) 

A lofle  vnlpeakable  to  Charles  was  wrought. 

3 

Alas  how  much  might  he  haue  better  donne. 

If  he  had  made  the  fiend  the  wcntch  conuay, 
Vnto  the  fall  or  tiling  of  thefunne? 

To  Wcft,orEaft,or  anieotherway. 

Where  ^domont  md^gneamsionne. 

From  Paris  walls  might  haetc  gone  far  aftray  ? 

But  he  that  cuer  wilheth  Chriftens  eu  ill, 

So  at  this  time  proued  him  felfe  a Deuill. 

4 

The  fiend  her  filly  horfe  moft  flily  enterd. 

And, not  before  preferibed  ante  place. 


He  quickly  allthecompaniediftemperd; 

Nor  bare  he  her  away  a common  pace. 

But  oucr  brooks, and  ftrcamcs,&  ditches  venterd: 
She  crying  ftill  for  ayd  as  in  fuch  cafe. 

Nor  leaues  her  bcaft  to  fling, run,fnorc  & ftampc 
Viitill  (he  quite  was  paft  the  Chriften  campe. 

1 

There  did  Ihe  come  eu’n  as  fhc  could  defire. 

Among  the  mid^of^gramantestrainc. 

And  there  at  laft  (he  found  the  king  her  fire. 

That  of  Gtanata  did  poflefle  the  raignc: 

The  while  her  louers  both  them  felues  do  tire. 
And  in  purfuing  her  do  take  great  painc. 

Tracing  herout  with  as  great  toile  andcar^ 

As  huntfmen  do,  with  pleafiire  trace  the  hare. 

6 

Now  Charles  tis  tim  e for  thee  to  looke  about, 

Vnto  thy  walls  and  ftrengths  in  time  betake  thee. 
Thou  neuer  canft  efcape  this  plunge,  I doubt. 
Except  thou  ftir  vp  quickly, and  awake  thee; 

Thy  ftrcgtn,the  laps  of  France  arc  quenched  out, 
I mcane  thy  frends  & champios  chief  forfake  thee, 
Orlando  thee,  his  wits  haue  him  relinquifticd. 

And  allhis  vertuesdrownd  & quite  extinguilhed, 

7 

Likewife  Bjenaldo,  though  not  fully  mad. 

Yet  litle  lefle  then  mad  feekes  there  andhearc. 
For  faire  Angelica,  and  is  full  fad. 

To  fee  that  he  of  her  no  news  can  heare; 

For  why  a certaine  old  inchaunter  had. 

Told  him  a forged  tale,  that  toucht  him  neare. 
How  flic,  to  whom  of  louche  made  profeflion, 
Was  in  Orlandos  keeping  and  poffeflion. 
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This  made  him  at  the  firft  fo  loth  to  go. 

To  Englandjwhithcrhc  was  fent  for  ayd, 

This  made  him  backe  againc  to  haften  fo, 

Then  when  the  Turks  his  prefence  lb  difinayd. 
And  after  that,  thinking  fome  news  to  know. 

By  priuie  fearch  the  Nunnes  all  he  layd; 

And  Caftels  all,  in  Paris  and  about. 

To  lee  if  he  by  fcarch  could  find  her  out. 

9 

But  when  he  heard  of  her  no  news  nor  tid  ing. 

And  that  Orlando  there  likewife  did  want. 

He  could  in  Paris  make  no  longer  biding, 
Doubting  his  riuall  fought  him  to  fupplant. 

But  vp  and  downc  about  the  countr ie  riding, 
Somume  to  Braua,fomtime  to  Anglant, 
Suppofing  ftill  Orlando  her  had  hidden, 

Lclf  of  hisplcafure  he  might  be  forbidden. 

lO 

And  thus  the  wicked  fiend  his  time  clpide. 

To  giue  the  Chriftens  fiich  a fatall  bio. 

When  as  thefe  two,  in  whom  they  moll  affide. 
Were  abfent  now  their  Prince  and  countric  fre^ 
Furdcr  for  foldiers  of  the  Turkifli  fide, 

All  tliat  were  valiant  men, or  counted  fo. 

Were  all  againll  this  time  entifed  hither. 

Wholly  vniting  all  their  force  togither. 

II 

Cradaffo  llout,and  Sacrapa/ttee  fcarce. 

That  in  that  charmed  caftell  long  had  dwelt. 
Which  th’Englilh  Duke,  as  I did  late  rehearfe, 
Diflblued  quite, and  caufd  likcfnow  to  melt. 
Thefe  two  likewife  the  Chrillcn  campe  do  pcarce 
The  forces  of  thefe  two  the  Chriftens  felt, 

^gero  and  Matfifa  made  lefle  haft. 

And  lb  it  happend,  they  ariued  laft. 
iz 

The  firft  two  couple  ncare  the  Chriftens  tents. 

Did  meet,  and  then  after  long  confultation, 

Each  vnto  other  Ihcwing  their  intents, 

They  all  conclude  with  one  determination. 

And  all  of  them  to  this  giue  their  confents. 

In  Ipitc  of  all  the  Chriften  generation, 

Toluccour  ^grartuini  their  Lord  and  Liege, 

And  mauger  CW/ihis  mightjto  raife  thefiege. 

Straight  in  one  crew  they  fourc  together  knit, 
Brcake  through^’Chriften  watch  by  force  amainc 
Neither  in  hugger  mugger  did  they  it. 

But  crying  lowdly,  Affrica  and  Spaine, 

They  lay  on  lode,  and  cu’rie  one  they  hit. 

Dead  or  aftonilhed  doth  there  remainc: 

Alarum  then  all  ore  the  campe  was  rung. 

Though  few  could  tell  the  caufc  from  whence  it 
14  (Cprung. 

Some  thought  the  Gafeoigns  or  the  Swirrers  bold, 
Mutynd,  or  made  fome  wonted  infurreftion. 

And  their  furmife  vnto  the  Emp’rortold, 

Who  came  with  mind  to  giue  them  due  correftio: 
But  when  he  did  the  bodies  dead  behold. 
Incurable  vntill  the  refurreftion. 

He  ftandeth  ftill  like  one  with  wonder  mazed. 
And  on  tlicir  wofiill  wounds  long  time  he  gaze  A 


|i 


Eu’n  as  a man  that  with  a bolt  of  thunder. 

Hath  feenehis  dwelling  houfe  fmit  vnawarc. 
Straight  fcarchcth  with  no  litlc  fearcand  wonder 
Which  way  the  bolt  did  pafle  that  caufd  his  care: 
So  Cbarlti  that  faw  mens  bodies  cut  in  funder, 
Maruefleth  who  cffuch  wounds  authors  arc. 

And  when  he  knew  how  few  they  were  that  did  it, 
Wifhedhim  fclfe  there prefciu  to  forbid  it. 

16 

This  while  Marfifa  on  another  fide,  4 

With  good  {{ogerodo  them  fore  impeach. 

And  through  the  camjic  in  (pite  of  them  do  ride. 
Killing  or  wounding  all  within  their  reach: 

As  in  a migne  that  lies  clofc  vnefpide, 

W ith  tray  ns  of  gun  powder  men  make  a breach: 
Or  as  a tempeft  goes  along  by  coaft. 

So  fuddcnly  thefe  two  brake  through  the  hoft. 

17 

Many  that  fcapt  the  tother  fourc  by  flight. 

Flying,  fell  vnawarcs  vpon  thefe  twame; 

And  felt  by  proofe  chat  neither  flight  nor  fight. 
Can  fauc  a man  ordaine  d to  be  flame. 

Eu’n  as  a Foxe,whom  fmokc  and  fire  doth  fright. 
So  as  he  dare  not  in  the  ground  rcmainc, 

Bolts  our,  & through  both  fmoke  & fire  the  flieth, 
Into  the  Tariers  moiitli,  and  there  ftic  dicth. 

18 

Thus  laft  of  all,  by  this  moft  noble  paire. 

The  Chriften  armie  once  againe  was  fundred. 
And  then  to^gramant  they  all  repaire, 

Who  welcoms  thcm,and  at  their  value  wondred. 
Courage  and  hope  now  driucs  away  difpaire, 
OneTurke  of  Chriftens  ftraight  defide  anhudred 
So  great  a boldneflc  in  their  minds  doth  rife. 

By  helpe  andfuccourof  thefe  new  fupplics. 

19 

Straight  way  on  both  fides  our  their  me  wcrbrotighc 
Their  ftanderds  and  their  banners  all  dilplayd. 
And  there  that  day  a bloodic  field  was  fought. 

And  neither  fide  made  fhew  to  be  difmayd. 

For  hopes  alike  in  either  armie  wrought. 

Tones  pafled  conqu  efts,  tochers  prefent  ayd. 

But  fortune  on  the  Chriftens  fo  did  frowne. 

That  they  againe  were  driu’n  vnto  the  townc. 
zo 

The  paffing  force  of  cniell  liodomount. 

The  ftrength  and  value  great  of  Mandmardf 
Kfi^jerorvertue,  that  doth  all  furmount, 

Cradajjcs  courage  of  no  fmall  regard, 

Marfifas  heart,  of  principall  account, 

Sacrapar^s  skill,  eu’n  with  the  beft  compard: 

Thefe  were  the  caufers  of  good  Charli  his  loflc, 
And  fent  the  Chriftens  home  by  weeping  crofle, 
zi 

Manie  were  drowndin  Sequana  with  haft. 

The  bridge  fo  narrow  was  for  to  receaue  them, 
Wifhing(as  Dedals  fonne  had  in  timepaft) 

Some  wings  wherwith  vp  in  the  ayrtoheauc  the. 
Some  thruftingjftraue  to  gett  them  in  fo  faft. 

That  ftrength  &brcarh,&  life  at  laft  did  leaue  the 
But  thatjwherby  kingC/?4r/er  was  chiefly  fhaken 
Was  this, that  many  Palladyns  were  taken. 

Thui 


Simk. 


Simli. 

Smiif. 


Horace. 

Mors  dr  fregaet 
ferftquieurvirii 
yirg. 

Statfu*  cuifua 
dies. 

Simile. 
Tarienatt 
hounds  to  hunt 
tbtPaxwu/j. 


Tfouerln, 
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Thus  Fortunfr.once  againe  did  tume  the  whcele, 
The  goodJyng  dktrles  had  her , but  could  nc^hold 
And  of  this  foyle  this  hurt  he  then  did  fcclc,  (her 
It  fainter  made  his  friends,  his  foes  the  bolder; 
The  Marquis  of  Vyenna, true  as  ftcclc. 

Was  at  that  feruicc  wounded  in  his  fhoulder , 
Many  more  hurt,  but  none  did  play  his  part. 

So  well  that  day,  as  vohent  Bramimart. 

He  bare  it  out,  ftoutly  no  little  fpace, 

And  when  he  faw  there  was  none  other  way, 
Then  to  the  fiiric, prudently  gauc  place. 

And  fpard  himfelfe,  agamft  another  day: 

Now  once  againe  is  Charles  in  wofull  cafe. 

Now  once  againe  to  Paris  fiegc  they  lay. 

Young  Orphans,  and  old  widdows  prayre  & crlc* 

' Againe  vnto  Gods  heau’niy  throne  arile* 

24 

The  Angel  Michel,  was  but  ill  appayd, 

Finding  the  caufe  of thofe  good  Chriftens  tearcs. 

He  thought  his  maker  was  but  ill  obayd. 

And  that  he  may  be  blamd  therefore  he  feares  j 
He  calls  himfelfe  deceaued,  and  betrayd. 

By  her  fliould  fet  the  Pagans  by  the  eares. 

From  which  (it  feemed)  now  Ihc  did  fo  vary. 

As  fhc  had  rather  done  the  quite  contrary. 

Simile.  Eu’n  as  the  Seruitor  whole  loue  and  xeale. 

More  then  his  memoric  may  be  commended. 
Forgetting  in  feme  waightie  caufe  to  dcale. 

That  by  his  Lord  to  him  was  recommended. 
Would  with  new  care  his  former  fault  conceale. 
That  erhis  mafterknow,  it  may  be  mended: 

So  this  good  Angel, went  not  vp  to  God, 

Till  he  had  done  as  much  as  he  was  bod. 

i6 

DifcurdtgauiJ^  To  feeke  dame  Difeord  he  doihleaue  the  skie, 
fuunti &beati».  And  to  the  Abby  he  returncs  againe. 

Where  her  amid  the  monks  he  might  efpic. 

That  chaunge  old  officers,and  new  ordaine ; 

She  laughes  to  fee  their  portifes  to  6ie, 

Readic  to  knocke  out  one  anothers  braine: 

The  Angel  takes  her  by  her  painted  locks. 

And  with  great  furie  giues  her  many  knocks. 

27 

He  brake  a crofles  handle  on  her  crowne. 

And  gricuou  fly  doth  beat  her,  backe  and  fide. 
The  wretch  vpon  her  marybones  falls  downe. 

At  th’Angelsfcct,and  mcrcie,mcrciectidc: 
Packeto  the  Pagans  then,that  fiegc  yon  towne, 
(Quoth  he)  and  fee  that  you  among  them  bide. 
For  if tliis  place  againe  thou  cucr  trouble, 

Aflure  thy  felfe,  thy  paymcntihalbe  double. 
z8 

Thoii^  Difeords  back  & arms  were  fore  w beating. 
Yet  thence  with  all  the  haft  fhc  could  flic  went, 

T errifyd  with  that  mightie  Angels  threating. 
Doubting  againe  in  like  fort  tobe  flicnt; 

Y et  in  this  haft,  behind  her  not  forgetting. 
Bellows  and  coles,in  ftecd  of  thofe  were  fpent. 
By  which  in  many  minds,  and  hearts  inuincible. 
She  quickly  kindle  might  a fire  inquenchible. 


I{ogero,Mandricard,MdBsi<lo»U)Unt, 

Gan  now  their  former  quarrels  to  renew,  Difcord^iug 

MakingofC/aWnhispowrebutfmallaccounr,  * (rmtet 
That  vnto  Paris  walls  himfelfe  withdrew; 

Wherefore  to  ^gramant  they  do  recount 
Their  quarrels, & the  grounds  of  whect  they  grew 
Each  one  by  challenge,  his  iuft  caufe  auerring, 

The  combats  order  to  the  king  referring, 

30 

Alfb  Marfifa  doth  the  king  entreatj 

That  ihe  may  end  her  combat  firft  begunne. 

With  as  great  haft  thfrof,  and  as  great  heat, 

Againft  the  Tartar,./#^W<:4Wf  fenne: 

This  fhc  defircs  with  haft  and  inftance  great. 

As  one  that  thinks,  great  wrong  to  her  was  done, 

If  in  regard  of  anyftatcorpowre. 

She  fhould  attend  one  day,or  yctonchourc. 

But  HgJomont  ail  cadgeth  that  of  right, 

He  firft  fliould  end  the  matter  with  his  riuall, 

Sith  by  accord  they  firft  deferd  the  fight. 

Till  time  might  ferue,  after  their  here  arriuall : 

No  lefle  for  his  horfe  takes  fpighr. 

Swearing,  that  whether  they  agree  or  ftriue  all. 

To  take  Frontino,no  man  fhould  reftraine  him. 

Or  elfetofightwithhimthatdothdetainchim.  ^ ' 

3^ 

Further,  the  matter  farther  to  entangle. 

The  argent  Eagle  in  the  azure  field, 

Gaue  to  the  Tartar,  matter  more  to  iangic. 

And  quarrcll  with  I{ogero  fof  his  fhield  : 

And  fo  confufedly  he  then  did  wrangle. 

As  though  with  all  at  oncehe  would  theficld. 

And  in  his  furie  fure  he  had  attempted  it. 

But  that  the  kings  comandment  flat  preuented  ic. 
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Who  firft  with  graue  and  friendly  admonition. 

To  peace  and  good  attonement  did  exhort  theni. 

But  when  beyond  all  mcanes  of  compofition. 

He  faw  that  wrath  and  furie  did  tranfport  them. 

To  certaine  Marfhals, he  doth giue  commiffion. 

According  to  the  law  of  armes  to  fort  them; 

And  of  all  wayes,  this  was  not  thought  the  worft. 

To  trie  by  lots,  which  two  fhould  combat  fiirft, 

Fotirc  little  fcrowles  were  put  into  a pot. 

The  firft  had  B^domont  and  Mandricard-, 

Bsdomont indBogeronc^t  they  wrot; 

The  third  Bogerovezs  zxsdMandrkard', 

The  fourth  pairc  that  muft  trie  the  prefent  lot, 

W as  ftout  Marfifa  ioynd  to  Martdricardx 
When  lots  were  caft^thefe  two  firft  out  were  tane 
Bpdomont  and  thefonneof.^^>3»M». 
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Mandricard  and  Bogero  next  they  findc, 

Bgdomont  and  Bsgtto  next  was  faid: 

Mandrkard  and  Marfifa  ftaid  behinde. 

With  which  the  ftately  dame  was  ill  appaid; 

Nor  was  f(ogcro  well  content  in  minde. 

Doubting  that  whe  they  firft  their  parts  had  plaid. 

The  combat  will  be  fiich  betweene  them  two. 

He  and  Marfifa  fhould  haue  nought  to  do. 
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3^  , 

Not  farrc  from  Parisjay  a leuell  ground, 

That  was  in  compafl'e  fcant  a thouland  paces, 

1 his  plain  with  ray  Ics ,&  bars  was  compaft  round. 
And  cents  therein  were  fct  with  equall  fpaces. 
With  fcafFolds  rayfd  vpon  the  outward  bound. 

To  giuc  to  lookers  on  conucnicnt  places : 

Now  came  y time  thefc  ftrifes  fliould  be  defcided 
Among  thofe  knighcs,thofe  tents  were  thus  deui- 

37  (ded. 

In  the  pauillion  bordring  on  the  Eaft, 

Stands  B^domont  with  vifagefterne  and  grim, 
Verraw  and  Sacripant  were  readie  preft. 

To  put  his  fcally  ferpents  hide  on  him : 

In  tocher  tent  that  was  tpon  the  Weft, 

Faljyron  and  Gradafft  holpc  to  trim. 

With  HeHors  armes,  fo  Itatcly  and  fo  faire. 

The  valiant  prince, king  ^grjeanes  haire. 

On  one  fide  in  a high  tribunall  feat. 

Sic  the  two  kings  of  AfFrica  and  Spainc, 

With  Stordilan  and  other  princes  great, 

Followd  and  feard , of  all  d le  Turkiih  traync: 
Happie  was  he  that  dayjthat  could  but  get, 

A place  to  fit  or  ftand  although  with  painc. 

On  ridge  of  houfe,  or  wall, or  top  oftrcc. 

In  fo  great  prtfrc,the  goodly  fhew  to  fee . 
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On  tother  fide  fat  Ladies  of  great  name. 

In  ftatcly  fort, to  fee  and  to  be  feene, 

That  out  of  diuers  rcalmes  and  countries  came. 
To  vifit  or  attend  the  Spanifli  qucenc: 

7 here  Doralycev/is  plaft,  that  loutly  dame. 
Wearing  a robe  of  crimfon  cut  on  grcenc. 

Yet  was  the  crimfon  ftaynd  in  fuch  a falhion. 

It  rather  feemd  inclining  to  carnation. 
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Among  the  reft,  Marfifa  fat  that  day. 

In  (hort  light  clothes  ftately  and  rich  arrayd. 

The  fafhion  of  fuch  kind,  as  well  it  may 
Become  a warrior,  and  yet  a maid, 

Hyppolita  (I  thinke)  vfd  fuch  array. 

When  in  the  field  her  banner  ftic  dilplaid. 

Thus  each  thing  was  prepared  for  the  fight. 

And  each  man  was  prepared  for  the  fight. 
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An  Herald  in  his  coatc  of  armes  fteppes  out. 

And  of  the  law  of  armes  expounds  the  guife, 
Profefling  to  relbluc  each  li  tele  doubt. 

That  in  fuch  cafe  accuftoms  to  arife: 

The  people  gafing  ftandeth  all  about, 

Atcent  with  liftning  ears,and  longing  eyes; 

Vi^hen  from  the  tent  of  valiant  M anarkardy 
Behold  a fodaine  noy  fe  and  fturre  was  hard. 

4Z 

The  caufewasthis,  thekingofSericane, 

Who(as  before  I did  rchcarfe)was  one. 

That  nolpe  ro  armc  the  fonne  of  ^gricanty 
Taking  his  fword  in  hand  to  put  icon. 

Saw  written  in  the  handlc,D»riW«ne, 

And  looking  more  aduifedly  theron, 

He  faw  Mmontes  armes  grau’n  on  the  blade. 

The  which  fight  him  greatly  to  wonder  made. 


And  glad  he  was  when  once  he  did  elpy  it,  - 
(tte  chiefeftcaufcthatfirft  to  France  he  came) 
Although  before  he  ncuer  could  come  by  it; 
Wherefore  he  queftions  ftraight  vpon  the  fame. 
If  Mandrkardo  wan  it,  or  did  buy  it? 

Who  in  this  fort  his  anfwere  then  did  frame. 

I with  Orlando  for  this  fword  did  quarrcll. 

And  ear  1 had  it,  put  my  hfe  in  perrcll. 
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Further  vnto  this  anfwere  he  doth  ad, 

A farther  lie,  his  glorie  to  encrcafc. 

How  that  Orlando  for  the  feare  he  had. 

That  for  this  (word  he  ncuer  ftiouldhauc  peace. 
Had  throwne  away  the  fword,  and  faind him  mad; 
That  thereby  he  might  caufc  his  quarrell  cealc: 
Doing  herein,  as  is  the  Caftor  wonted. 

Bite  of  his  ftones,  when  he  is  nearly  hunted. 
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Well  (quoth  Gradaffo)  whAtOrlando  mcnt, 

I cannot  now  difcufle,  nor  do  Iknow, 

Butfure  I am  it  is  not  mine  intent, 

^ Now  I hauc  found  it  here, to  let  it  goe. 

The  money,  men,  munition  I hauc  (pent, 
Deferue  as  good  a thing  as  this  I trow: 

You  did  but  findc  it,  you  yourfclfcconfcffc  it^ 
And  now  I challenge  it  and  do  poftefte  it. 
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Ifyou  denic  my  claime,  here  I will  proue  it. 

This  field  the  court,  this  lift  my  pleading  bar. 

My  plea  is  fuch,  as  no  writ  can  remoue  it, 

My  iudge  muft  be  the  fequell  of  the  war. 

War  faid  the  tother,  who  can  better  louc  it, 

Then  I ? thefc  words  to  me  as  muficke  arc , 

Iffb  the  kingofSarza  will  agtcc^ 

To  ftay  his  combat,  till  I fight  with  thee. 

47 

Be  furc  He  anfwere  thce,and  all  befide. 

That  dare  prefumc  to  offer  me  offence: 

With  that  Rfigero  ftept  betwecnc  andcride, 
Maftcrsjwith  this  I mindenoe  to  dilpcncc. 

Either  let  fight  ptocced,  as  lots  hauc  tridc, 

Orl  my  fclfewdl  putyou  toyourfcnce; 

Shall  he  denic  the  fword,  and  fhail  I y eeld, 

That  you  fhail  weare  mine  Eagle  on  your  fheeld? 
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Wherefore  preferue  that  order  firft  agreed  on. 

From  which  in  honour,  you  may  no  way  ftart; 

Or  if  to  breake  it  further, you  proceed  on, 

I will  breake  all,  if you  do  breake  a parr.  (on, 

Tufh  (quoth  the  Tartar)  threats  we  hauc  no  need 
If  Mars  were  in  you  both, and  tookeyour  part. 

Yet  both  fhould  finde  it  folly  to  attempt, 

Me  of  my  fhield,or  fword  once  to  preuent, 
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And  with  that  word  forthwith  he  bent  his  fift. 

And  on  GriiditjiToi  hand  fo  fierce  he  ftrake. 

That  fodainly,or  car  Gradaffn  wift. 

He  made  him  vnawares  the  fv/ord  forfake: 

Who  muchrcpind,he  thus  his  purpofe  raift. 

And  that  fo  vnprcpardhe  could  hun  take. 

And  much  more  grieu’d  it  him,  tliat  this  digrace. 
Was  oflferd  him  infuch  an  open  place. 

Where* 
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Wherefore  to  be  aueng’d  of  fo  great  wrong, 

He  fteppeth  back  and  out  his  ownc  fword  drawes. 
The  tother  doth  no  farther  time  prolong, 

Though  in  refpeft  of  order  there  was  caufei 
Nay  which  was  morc^ie  thoughthimfelflb  ftrong 
To  fight  with  all  at  once,  he  askt  no  paiife. 

But  to  them  both  at  once  he  makes  defiance. 

In  his  ownc  ftrength  he  had  fo  great  affiance. 
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This  man  is  mad,  but  let  me  with  him  trie  it, 
Gradaffo  faid,  lie  make  him  wife  againe; 

Nay  foftly  (quoth  Kogt^o)  I deny  it. 

For  this  fame  combat  doth  to  me  pertaine: 

Stand  backe  faith  tone,  laith  tother  nay  not  yet, 
Backeyou  ^yetboth  ftiil  in  their  place  remaine : 
Thus  do  thefe  three  with  mallicc  great  and  fpite, 
Straungly  begin  a combat  tripertite. 

And  fure  to  much  confitfion  it  had  growne, 

Had  not  feme  men,  more  ftout  perhap  then  wife 
Themfclucs  among  them  vndifcreetly  thrownc. 
With  cBuragc  great,  but  yet  with  fmall  aduife, 

> To  fiiccour  others  daunger  with  their  ownc: 

Yet  could  no  force  them  part,  nor  nodeuife. 

Till  Agramant  himfelfe,  their  dreaded  lord. 

In  parfon  came  the  quai  rcll  to  accord. 

The  rcu’rence  great  that  vnto  him  they  beare, 
MSdc  them  forthwith  their  forces  to  reftraine. 
Who  ftraight  the  caufes  of  thefe  broylcs  did  hear 
And  to  compound  them  fought, but  all  in  vaine. 
For  fcant  Gradaffo  could  be  made  forbeare, 

The  fword  fo  long  with  tother  to  remaine, 

Vntill  the  fight  were  ended  now  in  hand. 

Of  which  the  fequell  could  not  yet  be  fcand. 

Scarfehad  the  king  with  words  of  great  perfwafion. 
This  quarrcll  new  begun,  a while  appeafd. 

But  that  another  ftrife,by  new  occafion. 

In  I{odo»iontts  tent  them  ^ difeafd : 

An  hurlyburly  and  a fierce  inuafion. 

There  grows  between  two  princes  foredilplcafd 
Namely  ewixt  Sacripant  and  ^domoura. 

As  I to  you  willprcfcntly  recount. 

Kms^Sacripantj  as  late  before  I told. 

Helping  to  armc  the  cruell  Sarz.an  king, 

With  thofe  felfc  armes  that  I^ewrodwarc  ofold. 
From  whom  this  prince,his  pctigrec  did  bring, 
Whiles  he  (I  fay)  did  curioufly  behold. 

His  furniture,  and  eu’rie  other  thing. 

That  to  his  horfe,  or  vnto  him  belong, 

To  fee  they  might  be  fure  and  firmc,  and  ftrong. 

yirgil.  Slat  fi.  While  he  the  ftately  fteed  Frontino  vewd, 

^ That  proudly  champing  ftood  vp on  his  bit, 

■ *^0^,**”’“*”**^  And  all  his  raynes  with  fnowlike  fome  bedewd, 
Without  regard,whofc  hands  embroderd  it, 

A thought  vnpleafant  in  his  minde  renewd, 

And  to  his  heart  did  feeme  full  ncare  to  fit, 

He  thinkes  this  horfe  was  verie  like  in  fight, 
Toonc  ofhisjthat  Frontlat  whilom  hight. 
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And  more  and  more  with  hcedfull  lookc  ftill  eying. 

The  markes  and  ftiape,  and  coulorof  the  ftced. 

After  his  long  and  verie  curious  prying. 

He  faw  and  knew  it  was  his  horfe  mdeed : 

Which  horfe  from  him  (then  at  Albracca  lying) 

Bmnelio  ftalc,for  want  of  better  heed ; 

Shewing  him  an  vnufuall  cunning knackc. 

To  ftealc  hts  horfe  while  he  fate  on  his  back  c. 

BrmeUo  ftale  that  time  more  things  befide* 

Namely  Orlandot  fword  hight  Balifard, 

AngeUkat  fairc  ring,  of  vertue  tridc. 

Which  Ihc  recoucrdasbcfore  you  hard  t 
Alfo  a fword  cu'n  from  Marfifas  fide : 

This  done,he  gauc  Bsgero  afterward, 

Orlandos  fword, and  this  horfe  to  the  fame. 

But  to  Frontino,  firft  he  chaungd  his  name. 
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Now  then  I fay,  when  Sacripant  was  lure. 

This  horfe  was  Frontlat,  that  fometime  was  his. 

And  that  the  markes  he  law  did  him  afliire, 

That  he  thcrin  tookc  not  his  marke  amiffe. 

To  hold  his  peace  he  could  not  long  endure, 

Butfaid,  fir,  know  that  mine  Frontino  is, 

Stolnc  late  from  me,  as  I can  make  good  proofe. 

Although  (I  trow)  mine  ownc  word  is  inough. 
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One  at  Albracca  ftale  from  me  this  fteed, 
y et  for  our  late  acquaintance  I confent, 

Becaufe  I fee  that  now  you  ftand  in  need. 

That  you  fhall  vfe  him  now  I am  content: 

Conditionally,  that  firft  it  be  agreed. 

You  fliaU  acknowledge  him  not  yours, but  lent, 

Fife  here  I claime  him  as  my  goods  and  chattel!. 

And  will  defend  my  right  in  open  battell. 
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The  Sarzan  king,  that  paft  (Ithinke)  in  pride. 

All  kings  or  knights  that  euer  carrid  fword. 

And  paft  (I  thinke)  in  ftrength  and  courage  tridc 
All  famplcs  that  old  ftories  vs  afford, 

Anfwerd  him  thusj  if  any  man  befide, 

Dutft  vnto  me  haue  fpoken  fucli  a word. 

He  fhould  hauefound,  I tooke  itin  fuchfcorne. 

He  had  bin  better  haue  bin  Ipecchles  borne. 

6i 

But  for  our lateBegunne acquaintance  fake, 

I am  content  this  at  your  hands  to  beare. 

So  as  you  this,do  as  a warningrake, 

The  like  attempt  hereafter  to  forbeare. 

And  if  you  will  but  harke  what  end  I make. 

With  /ifrfmfw'frtrdojtheni  do  not  feare, 

Butyou  fhallfeefuchfample  ofmy  force. 

Shall  make  you  glad,  to  pray  me  t^e  your  horfe. 

Then  villany  is  courtefie  with  thee, 

(Saith  Sacripant  inflamd  with  high  difdaine) 

When  you  be  offerd  faireyou  cannot  fee. 

Wherefore  my  purpofe  is,  I tell  you  plaine. 

My  horfe  fhall  feruice  do  to  none  but  mec. 

And  with  thefe  hands  I will  my  right  maintaine:  ^ Uth proaerh. 
And  that  is  more,  if  thefe  fame  hands  ftiould  failc,  Oentibut  & un- 
I will  defend  my  right  with  tooth  and  naile,  gwhm. 
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Thus  galling  ^ecchjbetweenc  them  multiplying, 
Till  each  laft  word, the  former  worfer  made. 

At  laft  they  fell  to  afts  of  flat  defying, 

And  tone  the  tother  fiercely  doth  inuade : 
^odomont  on  his  ftrengtli  and  armes  relying  j 
, Yet  tocher  fb  defends  him  with  his  blade. 

And  makes  it  fo  about  his  head  to  houcr. 

That  feemes  alone  his  bodie  all  to  couer. 

Simifh  Eu*n  as  a charrctwheelc  that  runnes  apace, 

Scemesto  the  eye  all  folyd,firme,  and  found. 
Although  twixt  eu’rie  fpoake,  there  is  a (pace, ; 
Concealed  from  our  fights  by  running  round: 

So  Sttcrip4nt  feemd  armed  in  that  place, 

Though  armour  none  about  hini  then  was  found. 
So  dextroufly  himfclfe  he  then  beftiird, 

As  well  it  flood  vpon  him,  with  his  fword, 
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But  quickly  Serpentim  and  F err  aw. 

With  naked  fword  in  hand,  ftept  them  betwixt, 

W ith  otliers  more  that  prefent  were  and  faw. 

As  friends  of  either  part  togither  mixt. 

Yet  them  no  force,  nor  pray  re  could  one  e wdraw. 
Their  loftie  hearts  were  on  reuenge  fo  fixr. 

And  wrath  had  quite  fo  put  them  out  offfame, 
Till  >ri^amant  to  them  in  parfon  camcs 
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Vpon  thefight  ofhim,iheir  foueraigne Lord, 

They  both  agreed  their  furie  to  with  hold. 

Who  ftraight  perfwaded  them  to  good  accord. 
And  much  good  counfcll  to  them  both  he  told) 
Butpeacc  and  good  perfwafions  they  abhord, 

, And  cither  on  his  manhood  made  him  bold ) 
Their  king  doth  but  among  them  leefc  his  windc. 
For  more  and  more  he  froward  them  doth  finde. 
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Sacrlpant  will  by  no  means  be  intreated, 

Vnto  the  Sarzan  king, his  horfe  to  lend. 

Except  that  hc(as  I before  repeated) 

Toborow  it  ofhim, would  condifcend: 

The  tother  at  this  verie  moc  ion  freated, 

S wering  nor  heu  en,nor  heU  (hould  mak  hi  m bend 
To  feek  to  haue  by  prayer  or  requeft, 

A thing  of  which  by  force  he  was  polTeft. 
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King  ^gramant  doth  askc  by  what  mifchance. 

He  left  his  horfe,  or  who  it  from  him  ftalc? 

The  tother  epend  allthecircumftance, 
Andbliiflitfor  (hame,whcnashc  told  the  tale) 
Namely,  how  late  before  he  came  to  France, 

One  topke  him  napping,  as  it  did  befall, 

^ prttie  itfl  ^ And  vnderpropt  his  faddell  with  feure  flakes. 

It k true  And  (b  from  vnder  him  his  courfer  takes. 
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MarfiOf)  that  was  come  to  part  this  friiy. 

Hearing  of  this  ftolne  horfe  among  the  reft. 

Was  gricu’d  in  minde,  for  why  that  verie  day, 

Her  fword  was  ftolne  as  (he  moft  trucly  gueft) 

And  then  king  Sampant  (he  knew  ftraightway. 
Whom  erft  (he  knew  not, and  that  gallant  bcaft. 
For  which  of  late  thofe  two  began  to  fight. 

She  knew, and  faid  belongd  to  him  in  right. 
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While  thefe  things  pafled  thus,the  ftanders  by, 
That  oft  hereof  had  heard  Brunello  boft. 

Straight  in  fuch  fort  to  him  did  caft  their  cyci 
As  turned  greatly  to  Bmitellos  coft: 

By  which  Marfifa  plainly  did  defcric 

Him,  by  whofe  t’nefc  her  fword  (he  late  had  loft, 

To  be  Br«»fl/o,whom  (he  faw  there  fitting, 

Among  great  Lords,  a place  for  him  vnfitting. 
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She  heard, and  much  it  gricued  her  to  hcarc. 

How  for  thefe  thefts  and  many  moc  befidc. 

The  king  rewarded  himjand  held  him  dearc. 
Whereas  in  law  for  tlicmhefliouldhauc  dyde: 
Thefe  news  fo  greatly  chang’d  Marfifas  chcarc. 
That  hardly  (he  her  wrath  could  longer  hide: 

Let  ^gramant  accept  it  as  he  will. 

She  minds  Brunello  prefcntly  to  kill. 
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Straight  way  (he  armed  is  from  head  to  hcclc. 

And  makes  her  page  herhclmitclofe  to  clalpc. 
To  him  (he  goes, and  with  her  glouc  offtecle. 
She  giucs  him  fuch  a blow  as  made  him  gaipe. 
And  while  the  paine  hereof  doth  make  him  rccle. 
With  her  ftroghad,his  wcakcorfe  (he  doth  grafpe 
As  doth  the  Falcon  fierce,  the  Mallard  gripe, 

To  which  awhile  before  (hegauc  a ftripe. 
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With  furie  great  from  thence  away  (he  flings. 

While  he  for  helpc,and  oft  for  mercie  cridc, 
Butwillhc,nilihc,  him  away  (he  brings. 

Like  to  a thiefe  with  hands  togither  tide. 

Where  ^gramant  among  the  meaner  kmgs. 

Sat  like  a iudge  their  caufes  to  defeide. 

Then  making  fomc  obcyfance  for  good  manner, 
She  (peaketh  thus  in  (hort,  but  ftately  manner. 
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Sir  king,  I minde  to  hang  this  thiefe  your  man. 

That  by  defart  (hould  long  car  this  haue  dyde. 

For  when  he  dale  that  horfe  from  him,  cu’n  than. 
He  ftale  my  fw'ord  that  hanged  by  my  fide: 

But  if  there  any  be,  tliat  dare  or  can 
Deny  my  words,or  fay  that  Ihauclide; 

Here  in  your  prefences  I do  defire. 

To  trie  by  combat  whether  is  the  lier. 
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But  lead  fome  (hould,  as  Ibmeby  fortune  may. 

Say  that  I chufe  this  time  to  make  new  ftrife, 
Onely  at  fuch  a time,  on  fuch  a day. 

When  other  quarrels  in  the  campe  are  rifej 
I am  content  a day  or  two  to  day. 

And  to  prolong  this  wretched  caitiueshfe. 

To  fee  if  any  man  will  him  defend. 

And  after  furc  to  hang  him  I intend. 

77  , 

I meane  (quoth  (he)  to  bringhim  three  mile  hence. 
And  keepehim  as  a prifnerin  yon  towre. 

And  withhis  life  I promife  to  dilpence. 

For  two  dayes  rpacc,and  longer  not  an  howrc. 

If  any  lid  to  fight  in  his  defence. 

There  let  him  come  and  trie  my  force  and  powrc; 
Away  (he  gallopt  when  (he  this  had  faid. 

And  on  her  faddle  bow  the  wrctclj  flic  laid. 
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The  king  was  fore  dilpleafd  at  this  attempt, 

And  much  it  did  his  princely  mindc  enrage, 
Winding himfelfe,  to  wreakc  fo  great  contempt: 
Vntill  Sobrm,  one  both  grauc  and  fage, 

Told  him  in  vvifdomc  he  muft  be  content. 

His  choUcr  in  this  matter  to  alfwagc: 
Sayingitwere  abafepart  forhishighnesj 
To  fight  for  one  Iprong  vp  by  theft  and  flyneffc. 
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Yea  chough  before  hand  he  were  furc  to  win, 

Yet  would  fuch  viftorie  dilhonnur  haue, 

Becaufc  a woman , vanquifht  were  therein; 
Wherefore  (quoth  he)  if  you  his  life  might  fane, 
W ith  one  words  fpeech,to  Ipeakc  y word  were  fin. 
For  furc  ihe  doth  but  Jaw,  and  iuftice  craue: 

And  Princes  neuer  do  themfelues  more  wrong. 
Then  when  they  hinder  iuftice,or  prolong. 
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You  may  (faid  he)  tofatifficyourminde. 

Send  after  her,  in  manner  of requeft. 

And  promife  her, that  if  iuft  caufc  you  finde, 
Heihalbe  hangd,  and  fo  all  ftrife  may  reft; 

But  if  to  this  you  finde  her  not  enclinde, 

Giue  her  her  will,  for  fo  I thinke  tis  beft; 

So  that  fhe  firmely  inyourfriendfhip  bide. 

Hang  vp.Brnnello^  and  all  thicucs  befide. 

8t 

This  good  direftion.^^»-4»7<»it  obaying. 

Went  not  himfelfe,  nor  fent  none  tomoleft  her, 
Oncly  accordmg  to  Sobrinos  faying, 

He  fent  a meflengerthat  might  requefther: 
Himfelfe  the  while  doth  trauell  in  allaying. 

The  tumults  fierce,that  all  his  campe  do  peftcr: 
At  this  Pride  laughcs,and  Difeord  fo  reioyces. 
As  vp  to  hcau’n,  flic  their  etcrnall  voyces. 
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Fine  men  moft  refolute,  haue  let  their  reft; 

Tobe  thefirft,  tliatwill begin  the  fight. 

The  ftrife  lb  intricate,  as  would  moleft, 

./iffoUo  to  difcribe  or  fet  it  right: 

Vet  ^gramam  ftill  ftriucs  to  do  hisbeft. 

And  to  compound  the  matters  if  he  might: 

And  thus  to  end  the  matter  hebegonne, 

Twixt  B^domont  and  ^grkanesfonne. 

83 

He  makes  to  them  this  good  and  friendly  motion. 
That  fith  for  Doralyce  they  oncly  ftrauc. 

They  would  agree  to  ftand  at  h er  dcuotion, 

And  let  her  take  her  choife  which  fhe  will  haue, 
And  that  once  made,to  raife  no  more  commotion 
This  plcafd  them  both,  to  this  confentthey  gaue : 
A cerraine  hope,  and  truft  them  both  alluring. 
Either  himfelfe  of  her  fitmclouc  alluring. 
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The  Sant  an  king  doth  thmke,  that  needs  Ihc  muft 
Giue  fcntencc  on  his  fide,  and  be  his  owne, 

Sith  oft  he  had,  in  tutneys  and  in  iuft, 

Her  fauors  wornc  , and  his  affeduon  ftiownc: 
How  can  Ihc  loue  (thinks  he)  or  put  her  truft 
In  one,wh6  Ihc  feat  three  days  fpacc  hath  known? 
Nor  was  alone  his  owne  opinion  Inch, 

But  all  die  campe  befide  did  diinke  as  muchi 


They  all  thinke  3f4/;</r/Vartfmiich  oucrlcene. 

And  make  no  queftion  buklhcwould  icicdhim: 
But  he  that  knew.whathad  paft  thcmbctwecnc. 
And  found  that  Ihe  did  inwardly  alFcft  him. 

Was  fure,  although  his  feruicc  were  vnfccnc 
And  done  by  night, that  Ihe  would  not  ncglcft  him 
Wherefore  of  her  good  will  he  notliing  doubting. 
Scorned  their  fcornes,&  flouted  at  their  flouting; 
8^ 

Thus  hauing  put  the  matter  in  her  choife. 

And  put  the  choife  in  her  owne  declaration. 

She  with  a Ibber  lookc,  and  lowly  voyce, 

Chofe  M andricard, aga'inR  all  expedation  ; 

Much  did  the  Tartar  Prince  hcrcat  rcioyce. 
Much  all  the  reft  were  filid  with  admiration; 

Blit  himfelfe  was  fo  aftound. 

As  hardly  he  could  lift  his  eyes  from  ground. 
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But  when  his  wonted  wrath  had  driu'h  away. 

That  balhfuU  (hamc,thac  dyde  his  face  with  red^ 
Vniuft  he  calls  that  doomej  and  curft  that  day: 
And  clapping  hand  vpon  his  Iword,  he  fedj 
This  better  arbytrat  our  matters  may. 

Then  womens  foolilh  doomc,  by  fancie  led ; 
Who  oftentimes  are  lb  peruetfe  in  chufing. 

They  take  the  worft,  the  offerd  beftrefufing. 

88 

Go  then  (quoth  Mandricant)  I little  care, 

1 hope  that  fight  lhallyceld you  likcfuccefle: 

And  thus  againc  to  fight  they  rcadic  arc. 

But  J^amartt  doth  loonc  that  rage  reprelTc, 
Saying,  vpon  this  point  againc  to  fquarc, 

W ere  againft  all  the  lawes  of  armes  exprefle: 
hndBodomont he  ftiarply  then  controld, 

That  in  his  fight  was  againft  law  fo  bold. 
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The  Sarzan  king  that  faw  himfelfe  that  day. 

Noted  afore  thofe  Peercs  With  double  fcornci 
Both  of  his  Prince,  whom  he  muft  needs  obay. 
And  her,  to  whom  lo  great  loue  he  had  borne. 
With  furie  great,hc  flings  from  thence  away. 
Counting  himfelfe  dil^aft  and  quite  forlorne : 
Oncly  of  all  his  trainc  two  men  he  taketh. 

The  king, the  campe,rhe  place  he  quite  forfaketh. 
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Eu’n  as  a Bull  his  loued  heard  that  leaiies. 

By  his  ftrongriuall forced  tobe  gone; 

Among  the  trees  all  clad  with  thickeftleaucs, 
Hideth  himfelfe,  and  feekes  to  be  alone: 

So  he,  whom  fliame  of  comfort  all  bercaucs. 
Flics  fight  ofmen,yetftill  he  thinks  thereon: 
Chiefly  when  he  remembers  whatdifgracc. 

His  Miftres  did  him  in  (b  open  place. 

Gladly  would  haue  him  purlcwd, 

Toget  his  horfcjbutyet  he  doth  refrainc; 

Leaft  men  (hould  thinke  he  had  the  fight  efehewd 
That  did  twixt  MandricArd  and  him  remaine: 

But  Sarrapant  whohi  no  caufe  doth  include, 
Followes  the  Sarzan  king,  the  horfc  togainc ; 

And  doubtlefl'e  had  out  gone  him  that  fame  dav. 
But  for  mifhap  that  chanced  by  the  way; 
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A damfcll  fell  by  hap  inco  a riucr. 

And  was  in  peril!  great  to  hauc  bene  drownd; 
He  lighting  from  hishorfc  backejto  rclicueher, 
Lcpt  in, and  brought  her  out  all  lafc  and  found : 
But  doing  this  good  aft^  her  to  deliuer, 

Scarfe  all  that  day,his  horfe  againe  he  found. 

His  horfe  gotIoofe,andhc  with  all  his  cunning. 
Could  fcantly  catch  him  in  howers  running. 
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At  laft  with  much  adoe  he  doth  him  get. 

And  after  Kgdomont  he  then  doth  make. 

But  where,  and  how  long  after  him  he  met. 

And  how  the  Sarzan  did  himprifner  take, 

I may  not  now  proceed  to  tell  asy  et: 

Firft  tell  we  what  vyld  words  the  Sarzan  Ip akc, 
Callinghis  Prince  and  Miftres  bothvnkind. 

For  her  one  fault,railing  of  all  her  kindc. 
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With  IcaldingfigheSjthat  inward  pan«  bewrayd. 
He  breathes  out  flames  in  places  where  he  goesj 
From  rocks  & caues , Eceno  his  plamts  doth  aid. 
Taking  compaflionon  his  rufuU  woes : 

■ O womens  wits  how  weakc  you  are(hc,/aid) 

How  foonc  to  change  you  do  your  felucs  difpofe? 
B rcakers  of  faith  ,and  of  all  good  d iredion. 
Wretched  arc  all  that  truftinyourprotcdion. 

Neither  could  feriticc  long,  nor  fured  louc. 

By  me  abouc  a thoufand  wayes  declared ; 

Thy  fickle  minde  to  faftnes  fo  farre  moue. 

But  wilfully  to  let  thy  fclfe  be  fnared? 

If  rcafon  could  hauc  led  thy  minde  to  proue. 

Was  Manincard  with  me  to  be  compared? 

Realbn  hereof  can  be  alleadgd  by  no  man. 

But  this  alone,  my  miftres  is  a woman. 
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I tliinkc  that  nature,  or  fome  angric  God, 

Brought  forth  this  wicked  fexe  on  earth  to  dwell. 
For  fbmc  great  plague,  or  iuft  deferued  rod 
To  vs,rhat  wanting  them  had  liued  well? 

As  in  the  wormcsjthe  Adder,  Snake  and  Todc; 
Among  die  beafts;Bears,Wolucs  and  Tigers  fell; 
And  makes  the  airc,the  Flie  and  Wafpe  to  breed. 
And  T arcs  to  grow  among  the  better  feed . 
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Why  did  not  nature  rather  fo  prouide, 

Without  yourheIp,that  man ofman might  come 
And  one  be  grafted  on  anothersfide. 

As  are  the  Apples  with  the  Peare  and  Plomc? 

But  Nature  can  no  me.nne,  nor  rule  abide, 

But  ftiil  flic  muft  exceed  in  all  orlbme : 

Eafie  it  is,  the  caufc  thcrof  to  render. 

Nature  her  rclfc,is  of  the  womans  gender. 

98 

Be  not  therefore  fo  proud  and  full  of  fcomc, 

O womankind,  that  men  come  of  yourfecc^ 

The  fragrant  rofe, growth  on  the  pricking  thomc. 
The  Lilly  fairc,  comes  of  a filthy  weed. 

In  lothlbme  lbylc,men  fowe  the  holfomc  cornc; 
The  bafeft  mould,  the  faireft  flowrc  doth  breed; 
Vngrateftill , falfc,  craftie  you  are  and  cr  cwell, 
Borne  of  our  burning  hell  to  be  the  fcwcU. 


99 

Thefe  words,and  like  to  thefe  die  Pagan  fcarcc, 
Vtterd  amid  his  ragfejand  frantike  fumes; 

And  like  a madman  did  the  fame  rchearfe. 

Oft  in  hye  notes,  oftimes  in  bafer  tunes; 

I tremble  to  fet  downe,in  my  poorc  verfe,  ■ 

The  blafphcmie  that  he  tofpeake  prellimcs: 

And  writing  this  I do,  know  this  that  I, 

Oft  in  my  heart  do  giuc  my  pen  the  lye. 

too 

But  Paflion  did  this  Pagans  fence  lb  blinde, 

And  left  within  the  fame  fo  fliarpc  a fting, 

That  he  not  oncly  blamd  his  louc  vnkind. 

But  .illb  rag’d, againft his  foueraine  king ; 

And  curfled  him,and  wiflied  in  his  minde. 

That  Fortune  lb  great  woes  on  him  might  bring. 
That  he  might  loofe  his  ftate,  & princely  crownc. 
And  ice  his  countrie  turnd  quite  vpfidownc. 

lOI 

And  being  tollich  mylcricsonce  brought. 

And  with  aduerfitie  alfa  Jd  fo  Ibre; 

Then, that  by  him  his  frecdomc  might  be  wrought 
And  that  he  might  his  former  ftate  reftorc: 

That  yfgramant  mightby  fuch  proofc  be  caught. 
Of  faithfiill  ft iends  indeed  to  fet  more  ftorc: 

And  learne  to  know,  that  fuch  a friend  as  he, 
Deferu’d  in  right  andwrongpreferdtobe.  . 
loa 

Thus  blaming  oft  his  Lord,  more  oft  his  louc, 

Vnto  his  natitie  foilc  his  courfe  he  bent. 

But  chaunging  place , could  nothis  Ibrrow  moue. 
Nor  trauels  painc,  his  paine  of  minde  relent;. 

It  feemd,  his  horfe  Frontino  well  to  proue. 

Before  his  bridle  Ihouldbe  drawne,hc  meat: 
ToSonna  he  doth  ride,  without  a bait, 

Winding  fro  thence,  to  pafle  to  Proucncc  ftrait. 
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And  there  to  call  away  all  care  and  carke. 

And  all  his  anguifti  quickly  to  appeafe;  ’ 

For  Affrica,  he  will  himfelfe  imbarke. 

And  pafle  the  large  Mcdytcrranian  leas:  •• 

But,  for  the  weather  now  waxt  dim  and  darkey 
Firft  in  his  inne  he  minds  totakchis  cale : 

For  all  the  countrie,eu’n  as  farre  as  Spainc, 

In  jigramantes  powre  did  then  remainc. 
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Now  he  rciblucs  to  lodge  about  the  coft. 

And  long  he  is  not  of  a place  to  feckc ; 

For  ftraight  he  was  enuited  by  an  hoft, 

To  take  his  houfe,  if  lb  it  might  him  like: 

It  pleafd  the  Pagan  well,  to  heare  him  boll, 

That  he  had  Corfike  wine, and  French,&Greckc; 
For  though  he  were  aTurkc  in  allrhereft. 

Yet  did  he  like  French  falhion  drinking  beft. 
loy 

The  pleafant  hoft,  that  was  indeed  of  thofc. 

That  can  with  double  dilligence  attend; 

As  hauing  fau’d,amid  both  friends  and  foes. 

His  goods,and  gaind  by  that  which  both  do  Ipend: 
When  by  that  princes  view  he  did  liippofe 
Him  fome  great  man,  he  ftraight  abroad  did  fend 
And  thither  doth  his  kin  and  friends  requeft. 

To  helpe  to  wait,  and  welcome  fuch  a gueft. 

But 


THE  ARGVMENT. 

'KodomoKt  heareth  of  his  grating  Hofl 
lying  tale.y  to  womens gresit  di/grace : 

ZJnto  Airier  he  mmds  to  paffe  inpoft-^ 

But  by  the  way  finds  a more  p/eafing  place, 

Fatre  Ifabellapajfeth  by  that  cofi ; 

7“  he  ’Fagan  chaungeth  mtnde^  andfcwes  for  grace', 
F he  Hermit  warnes  her  keepe  her  vow  and  oth, 
(syit  which  the  Pagan  Frint  e is  paffimg  wroth. 


AclycSj&yec  that  Ladies 
hold  in  prife, 

Giiie  not  ( perdie  ) your 
carcjto  this  fame  tale. 
The  which  to  tell,  mine 
Hoft  doth  here  dcuifcj 
To  make  men  think  your 
vertuesare  biitfmall: 
Though  fro  fobafe  a toug 
there  can  arife, 
Toyour  fwcetc fexe, noiiiftdifgrace at  all; 
Stnmu.  Fooles  wil  finde  fault  without  y caufe  difeerning, 

And  argue  inoftjof  that  they  haue  no  lerning. 

Tumc  ou’r  the  Icafe,and  let  this  tale  alone, 

If  any  thinke  the  lex  by  this  difgraced; 

I write  it  for  nofpite,  nor  mallice  none, 

Butin  my  Authors  bookel  finde  it  placed; 

A4y  loyall  loue  to  Ladies  all  is  knownc. 

In  whom  I fee  fuch  worth  to  be  imbraced. 

That  theirs  1 am,and  glad  would  be  therefore. 

To  Ihcw  thereof  a thoiifand  proofes  and  more. 
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* Perufe  it  not,  or  if  you  do  it  reed, 

Eftcemeit  not,  but  as  an  idlebaWe; 

Regard  it  not,  or  if  you  take  fome  heed, 

Bclieue  it  not,  but  as  a foolilh  fable : 

But  to  the  matter,  thus  it  was  indeed. 

When  all  the  guefts  were  cheated  at  the  tabic; 
Ncarc  J^ndomom  (lb  was  the  Pagan  named) 

Downc  fat  mine  Hoft,  & thus  his  tale  he  framed* 
4 

The  taltof  .aflidfo,  whilom  king  of  Lombardy, 

Lmisr^^  whom  his  elder  brother  left  his  raync. 


Was  in  his  youth  fo  frefh  and  faire  to  fee. 

As  few  to  fuch  perfeftion  could  attainc : 

.A^pellts  match, or  Zeuces  he  might  be,  exetliem 

Tliat  fuch  a ihape  could  paint  without  much  pain 
Great  was  his  giacc,and  all  the  worldfo  deemd  it, 

Bu  t yet  himfelfe  of  all  men  moft  efteemdit. 
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He  did  not  of  his  feepter  take  fuch  pride. 

Nor  that  degree  that  common  men  arevnder. 

Nor  wclth,nor  friends,  nor  meaner  kings  befide. 

That  there  about  dwelt  neare  or  far  a funder; 

But  of  his  beau  tiejwhich  he  would  not  hide,  (der: 

At  whofc  rare  worth,  he  thought  y world  did  won- 
This  was  his  ioy,and  all  that  he  intended, 

To  heare  his  comely  face  and  fliape  commended. 
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Among  his  courtiers, one  abouc  the  reft, 

Fausio  by  name;  by  birth  a Romanc  knight: 

Who  hearing  oft  fo  praifd,  as  they  know  beft, 

Hisfaccjhis hands, and  all  thatpraife  they  might; 

The  king  did  bid  him  tell  at  his  requeft; 

Neare  or  far  of,  if  he  had  feene  that  wigh  t. 

That  in  all  parts  fo  pcrfedly  was  wrought. 

But  he  was  aunfvver'd  as  he  little  thought. 

7 

My  Liege  (quoth  Fauflo)  plainly  to  declare. 

Both  what  my  fclfc  do  fee,  and  others  fay. 

But  few  with  your  rare  beautie  can  compare,  ' 

And  that  fame  few  were  none,  were  one  away; 
locundo  hight,  a man  ofoeautie  rare. 

Brother  to  me,  exccpcingwhom,  I may 
Prefer  your  grace,  before  allodier  creatures. 

But  he  doth  match,  or  pafle  you  for  his  features. 
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The  king  to  heare  fuch  tidings  ftrange  it  thou^tj 
As  liauing  ftijl  till  that  day  kept  the  prife, 

And  with  adeepe  defirc  ftraight  wayes  he  foughto 
To  know  this  man,  and  fee  him  witli  his  eyes: 

,In  fine,  vyi  th  Fattjio  fo  far  forth  he  wrought, 
Tobringhim  to  his  court  he  nfcft  deuifc: 
Although  (quoth  he)  to  bringtny  brother  c8  it, 

I fliall  be  fure  of  worke  inough  to  do  it. 
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The  caufe  is  this, my  brother  ncuer  went, 

Forth  of  the  gates  of  Rome  leant  aU  his  lifei 
And  fuch  fmall  goods  as  Fortune  hath  him  lent, 
He  hath  enioyd  m quiet, tree  from  ftrife, 

Left  by  our  lyre,and  them  he  hath  not  fpent, 

Nor  yet  cncreaft  ,his  gaines  are  not  fo  nfe: 

And  he  willthinke  it  more  to  go  to  Pauy, 

Then  ibme  would  thinkc  to  th'Indies  in  a Nauy. 

10 

But  I ihall  findc  ithardeft  when  I prouc. 

To  draw  him  from  his  louing  wife  away; 

To  whom  he  is  fo  linkt  in  chaines  of  loue, 

That  all  is  vaine,  if  once  his  wife  fay  nay: 

But  yet  your  grace  is  fo  farallaboue. 

You  fhall  command  me,  cert  cs  all  I may: 

Thanks  (quoth  the  king)  and  addeth  fuch  reward 
As  might  hauc  moued  any  to  regard. 

II 

Away  he  pofts,  arriuing  in  few  dayes 

At  Rome, and  to  his  brothers houfe  he  went. 

And  with  fuch  carneft  words  his  brother  prayes, 
That  to  returne  with  him,  he  doth  confentt 
Alfo  his  fifrers  loue  he  fo  allay es. 

That  ihe  doth  hold  her  peace, as  halfc  content, 
Befide  great  thanks, laying  before  her  eyes. 
Preferments  large,  that  hereof  might  arife. 

12. 

jocundo  now  refolu’d  to  go  his  way. 

Gets  men  and  horfe  againft  he  fliould  depart. 
Sets  forth  himfelfe  with  new  and  rich  aray. 

As  ftiU  wefee  nature  adornd  by  art; 

His  wife  at  night  in  bed,  at  boord  by  dayj 
With  watrie  eyes  tofhew  a Ibrrie  hart 
Complaineshis  abfcence  willfo  fore  her  griue. 
Till  his  returne  fhe  doubts  fhe  fhall  not  hue, 

. ’ 

Ay  me,thc  thought  (quoth  fhe)  makes  me  fo  fraid,  ' 
That  fcant  the  breath  abideth  in  my  breft; 

Peace  my  Iweetelouc  and  life(Iow«<fo  faid) 

And  weepes  as  faft,  and  comforts  her  his  beft: 

So  may  good  fortune  ay  my  ioumyaid, 

As  I returne  in  thrccfcore  dayes  at  leaft: 

Nor  will  I change  the  day  I fet  thee  downe. 

No  though  the  king  would  grant  m.e  halfe  his 

14  (crowne. 

All  this  might  not  affwage  this  womans  paine. 

Two  monthes  were  long,  yea  to  to  long  (he  cries, 
Needs  mufti  die  before  you  come  againc. 

Nor  how  to  keepe  my  life  can  I dcuife: 

The  dolefull  dayes  and  nights  I (hall  fuftaine, 
From  meat  my  mouth,from  (leepe  will  keep  mine 
Now  was  locundo  readie  to  repent,  (eyes: 

That  lohis  brother  he  had  giu’n  conlcnt. 


About  her  necke  a iewell  ritcK  (he  ware, 

A erode  all  fee  with  ftonc  in  gold  well  tride; 

This  relickc  late,  aBoem  Pilgrim  bare. 

And  gaue  her  father  other  things  befide: 

Which  coftly  things  he  kept  with  no  fmall  carcj 
Till  commingfrom  lerufalem  he  dyde; 

And  her  of  all  his  goods  his  heire  he  makes, 
Thisprccious  erode  tohergoodmanlhe  t^es.  ' 
16 

An  prayes  him  for  her  fake  to  wcarc  tliat  token, 

And  think  on  her.the  man  that  was  moft  kind, 
Rcceau’d  it  with  more  ioy  then  can  be  (jjoken. 
Although  he  needed  not  be  pu  t in  my nd. 

For  why  no  ty  mc,not  no  (late  found  nor  broken. 
Nor  abfence  long,a  mean  ftiould  euer  finde. 

To  quayle  his  louc,not  only  while  hisbreatli 
Mayntayns  hislyfe, hut  neither  after  death. 

»7 

lhat  verie  nightthat  went  before  the  morrow, 

That  they  had  pointed  furcly  to  depart, 

1 ocundos  wife  was  ficke,and  founds  for  (brrow, 
Amid  his  armes,  (bhcauy  was  her  hart: 

All  night  they  wake,and  now  they  bid  GodmoroW 
And  giue  their  laft  farewell,and  (b  they  part; 
locumo  on  his  way  with  all  his  traine. 

His  louing  wife  gets  her  to  bed  againe. 

18 

Scant  h^dlocimdo  rode  two  mile  foorthright. 

But  that  his  erode,  now  came  into  Ids  minde; 
Which  on  Ids  pillow  he  had  laid  laft  night. 

And  now  for  haft  had  left  the  (amc  bchinde: 

He  would  deuifc  to  feufe  it  if  he  might. 

But  no  excufc  fufficient  could  he  finde: 

But  that  his  loue  muft  needs  be  muchfufpeflc^ 
To  findc  the  precious  iewell  foneglefted. 

I? 

When  no  excufc  within  his  minde  could  frame. 

But  that  all  feemed  friuolous  and  vaine; 

To  fend  his  man,  he  countedita  (hamc. 

To  go  himfelfe  it  was  but  little  paine: 

He  (laid, and  when  his  brother  did  the  fame. 

Ride  foft  (quoth he)  till  I returne  againc; 

For  home  againe  I muft,therc  is  no  nay. 

But  I w ill  ouertake  you  on  the  way. 

70 

Th’affaire  is  fu  ch  as  none  can  do  but  I, 

But  doubt  you  not,  I will  returne  as  faft; 

Away  he  fpurrcs,as  hard  as  he  could  hy. 

Alone  withoutor  man  or  page,  for  haft: 

Now  had  the  funnes  new  rifing  clcard  the  sky. 
With  brighteft  bcameSjCar  he  the  dream  had  paft 
He  hies  him  home,  and  findcs  his  wife  in  bed. 
Soundly  a (leepe,  fuch  cares  were  in  her  hed, 
at 

He  draws  the  cartaine  foftly  without  found, 

Andfaw  that  he  would  little  hauc  fulpefted; 

His  chad  and  faithful!  yokefellow  he  found 
Yoktwith  aknaue,allhoncftie  ncgleflcd: 
Th’Adultcretjthough  (leeping  verie  (bund. 

Yet  by  his  face  was  eafily  detefted: 

A beggers  brat,  bred  by  him  from  his  cradcl^ 

And  now  was  ryding  on  his  mailers  iadelj. 

Now 
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Now  if  he  Rood  amazd  and  difcontcnt, 

Cdccuc  it  yccjto  trie  that  would  be  loth; 

For  he  that  tries  itjdoubtlcflc  willrcpent. 

As  poore/ofKn</o  did,  who  was  lb  wroth, 

That  outhc  drew  his  fword  with  iuft  intent. 

For  their  vngratcfull  aft,to  kill  them  both: 

But  Ioc,thcloue  he  bare  her  did  withftand, 
Spieht  ofhis  heart,to  make  him  hold  his  hand. 

O rybaldloucjthatfuch  a flaue  couldft  make. 

Of  one  that  now  was  fubieft  to  thy  force; 

He  could  not  breake  her  fleepefor  pitties  fake, 
That  brake  all  bonds  of faith  without  remorfe: 
Butbackc  he  goes  before  they  did  awake. 

And  from  his  hourc,hc  gets  him  tohis  horfe: 
Loue  lb  pricks  him,  and  he  fo pricks  his  Rccd> 

He  ouenakes  his  company  with  Ipecd. 

His  lookc  is  fad,all  chaunged  is  his  chearCi 
Full  heaiiic  was  his  heart,thcy  well  percciued 
They  feeno  caufeof  gticfc,nor  guclTc  they  ncarc 
And  they  that  guefle  moft  likely,are  decciued: 
They  thoughthewent  to  Rome, but  you  dohearc 
Hov/  atCornctto^ie  his  hurt  receiued; 

Each  man  elpide  that  loue  procur’d  that  palfion. 
But  none  difcride  the  manner,nor  the  falhion. 

If 

His  brother  dc ernes  that  all  this  griefe  doth  grow, 
Bccaufehis  louing  wife  is  left  alone; 

But  he  a clcane  contrariccaufc  doth  know, 

Her  to  much  company,  did  caufc  his  raone: 

He  bends  his  browes,  his  lodts  he  caRs  alow. 
With  powting  lippes,  and  many  a gricuous  grone: 
Stmvitt.  TauTlw  in  vaine,fomc  comfort  feekes  to  bring  him 

Qcn»  faith  tt-  For  why  he  know  es  not  where  the  Ihoe  doth  wring 

(him. 

yniuumvktrt  afalue  afore  the  lore  is  found. 

His  plaiRers  are  as  poyfon  to  the  fmart; 

He  feekes  to  hcalc,and  wider  makes  the  wound. 
He  names  his  wife, but  her  name  kils  his  hart : 
Gon  was  his  taR,his  fleepes  do  grow  vnfound. 
Nature  decayth,and  little  hclpeth  art; 

And  that  fairc  face,  that  erfl  was  of  fuch  fame. 

Is  now  lb  chaungd,  it  feemethnot  the  fame. 

17 

His  eyes  are  limke  lb  deepe  intohb  hed. 

It  made  his  nolc  feeme  bigger  then  it  Ihould; 

His  flefli  doth  Ihrink,  his  bones  do  feeme  to  Iprcd 
He  was  fo  chaungd, as  more  cannot  be  told: 

At  laR,  an  agew  makes  him  kcepe  his  bed. 

And  bait  at  Innes  more  often  then  he  would: 

His  fairc  complexion,  now  is  pale  and  withered, 
Much  like  the  rofc,that  yeRcrday  was  gcthcrcd. 
28 

. fattens  with  this  milhap , was  fore  aggricued. 

Not  oncly  for  his  brothers  wofull  Rare: 

But  fearing  of  his  prince  to  be  reproued, 

Vnto  whofe  grace, he  vndertooke  fo  late, 
Toflicw  thcgoodlieRman,ashc  belieued. 

Now  growne  rncouth.by  force  of  inward  bate  : 
Yet  as  th^  could.thcir  way  they  lo  contriued. 
That  at  the  laR  in  Pauy  they  arriued. 


a»7 
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He  would  not  Rraigluway  Ihcwhim  to  the  king, 
LeaR  eu’ric  one  might deeme  his  uidgmcnt  fmalj 
But  fent  by  letters,  notice  of  the  thing. 

And  what  mi  lhap  his  brother  was  befall: 
Howfeantaliue  he  could  him  thither  brmg, 

A fccretgricfcfo  greatly  did  him  gall  : 

And  with  an  agew,  pulld  him  downe  lb  fore. 

He  lecmd  not  new  the  man  he  was  before. 

3° 

And  yet  behold,  this  noble  king  is  glad. 

That  he  is  come,and  means  to  make  him  chcarc 
As  if  he  were  the  dcarcR  friend  he  had. 

So  fore  he  had  defird  to  fee  him  hcare  : 

Nor  would  the  worthy  naturd  Prince  be  fad, 

In  praile  of  beautic  to  hauc  found  a Pcarc; 

He  Vnc'N locundos  beautic  had  excelled. 

But  that  by  this  difcafc  it  was  cxpcilcd. 


He  placcth  him  to  his owne  lodging  ny. 

He  vifitshim  each  day, and  eu’richourc; 

Great  plentic  ofprouifion  he  doth  buy. 

To  welcome  him, he  bendeth  all  his  powrc; 

But  Rill  Jor»M</olanguifliing  doth  ly. 

His  wiues  mifdccd,niakes  all  his  fwcctfccm  fowro 
No  fongs,  no  fights,  which  oft  he  heard  or  faw. 
One  dram  of  this  his  dolour  could  withdraw. 

3^ 

FaR  by  his  lodging  was,  among  the  rcR, 

A fairc  large  roomc,  which  veriefew  did  vfe; 
Here  would  he  walke,as  one  that  did  detcR 
Allplc3fingfighcs,and  comforts  allrefiifc: 

Here  the  wide  wound  he  bare  within  his  breft. 
With  ihoufand  thoughts  vnpleafant  he  renews: 
Yetherc  he  foud,  which  few  would  hauc  belieued 
A remedic  for  that,which  had  him  grieued. 

For  at  the  vpper  end  of  this  old  hall. 

There  was  a place  of  windowes  voyd,  and  light, 
Sauc  that  the  limcncwmoultcn  from  the  wall. 
Let  in  a little  beamc  that  fliincd  bright : 

Here  did  he  fee,  which  fomc  may  thinkc  a talc, 

A verie  Rrange  and  vnexpefted  fight: 

He  heard  itnot,butfawitinhisview, 

Y et  could  he  fcant  bclieue  it  flrould  be  crew. 

For  at  the  chinkc  was  plainly  to  be  feene, 

A chamber  hangd  with  faire  and  rich  aray; 
Where  none  might  come,but  fuch  as  truRy  beenc 
The  Princefleherejin  part  dothlpcnd  the  day : 
And  here  he  faw  a Dwarfc  embrace  the  quecnc. 
And  Rriuc  a while,  and  after  homely  play: 

Such  was  his  skill,  that  ear  they  went  a funder. 
The  Dwarfc  was  got  aloft,and  flic  lay  vnder. 


locundo  Randcth  Rill  as  one  amazed  , . . : 

Suppofingfurc  that  he  had  feene  avifion; 

But  feeing  plainc,whcn  he  a while  had  gazed. 

It  was  an  aft, and  not  an  apparition: 

Good  God  (faid  he)  arc  this  queens  eyes  fo  dazed 
To  loue  a dwarfc,more  worthy  of  derifion? 

Whofe  husband  is  a Prince  of  worthy  fame. 

So  brauc  a man, fuch  loue?  now  fie  for  fliamc. 

V iij 
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Now  he  began  to  hold  his  wife  cxcufcd. 

His  anger  now  a little  was  rclcntcdj 
And  though  that  flie  her  bodie  had  abufed. 

And  to  her  fern  ant  had  Ibfoone  confented: 

Not  her  for  this,  but  he  the  fex  accufed, 
luuttttl fritb  ef  That  neucr  can  with  one  man  be  contented: 

atuIbtnnM.  If  all  (quoth  he)  with  one  like  ftaine  arc  Ipotted, 

Yet  on  a monftcr.mine  was  not  befotted. 
virfuffictt?  ,<r 

MtUS  iHudf  y.  . ^ * 

Extorijutbil  vt  The  day  inJuing  he  returned  thither, 
hxcocubt  con~  And  faw  the  Dwarfe  couragious  and  ioUyj 

umxfit  vnt.  Eake  he  another  day  repay  red  hither. 

And  ftill  he  found  the  qucenc  committing  folly : 
Oft  he  rcturnes,  oft  them  he  Andes  togither. 
They  ccafe  not  woik,on  dayes  prophane  nor  holy: 
Y ea  which  was  ftrange,y  goodly  queen  coplained. 
That  of  the  Dwarfc,(hc  found  fhe  was  difdained. 

One  day,  when  in  the  corner  he  had  ftayd. 

He  fees  her  come  all  fad  and  malcontent; 

Becaufe  the  Dwarfe  his  comming  ftill  dclayd. 
For  whom  of piirpofe  twife  before  flie  fent: 

Once  more  ftic  feds, this  anfwcrc  brings  the  mayd 
Forfooth  vnto  his  play  he  is  fo  bent: 

That  for  miftruft  at  Chefle  to  kefe  a (hilling. 

To  come  to  you  the  apes  face  is  not  willing. 

^9 

locunit,  who  before  had  ftillbene  fad, 

Vpon  this  fight,  became  of  better  chearc; 

The  paines,  the  plaints, the  cloudy  ftorms  hchad. 
Away  were  blownc,the  cofte  began  to  cleare : 
Ruddy  and  fairc,  cheatfull  he  grew  and  glad, 

Moft  Angellikcjhis  beautie  did  appear c: 

So  as  the  king, and  others  thought  it  ftrangc. 

In  lo  (bore  time  to  finde  (b  great  a change. 

40 

Now  as  the  king  defired  much  to  know. 

The  meanc  whereby  his  hurt  fo  foonc  was  healed 
No \cffcIocundo  did  defire  to  (how. 

And  would  not  haiic  the  thing  from  him  coccalcd 
So  as  his  choller  might  no  greater  grow. 

Then  his  had  bccHe,  when  as  it  were  reucalcd; 

But  firft  he  made  him  fweare  on  his  faluation, 
Vpon  the  parties,  to  vfc  nocaftigation. 

.41 

He  made  him  fweare,  for  ought  he  heard  or  faw. 
Wherewith  his  minde  might  fortune  be  difeafed; 
Y et  from  his  choller  fo  much  to  withdraw. 

As  that  m (hew,  he  may  not  feemc  difpleafcd; 

Nor  puni(h  it  by  might/ior  yet  by  law. 

Nor  fiiftnorlaftjbut  hold  himfclfe  appealed. 

So  as  th’offcnders  mightnoch.iuefufpedcd. 

That  their  mifdecd  were  to  his  grace  deteded. 

41 

The  king  fofurc,byoth  fofollemn  bound, 

Asone  thatlitle  thought  his  quccne  foftayned, 
Jocwwdo  firft  his  Owne  griefe  doth  expound. 

Why  he  fo  long,fo  dolcfull  had  remained: 

And  in  whofe  armes,  his  owne  wife  he  had  found; 
And  how  the  griefe  thereof, (b  fore  him  pained. 
Had  not  a falue  vnlookt  forbeene  apply  ed. 

Of  that  conceit,  no  doubt  he  ftiould  haue  dyed. 


But  lying  in  your  hignes  houfe  forlomc, 

I law  (quoth  he)  that  minifht  much  my  mone  ; 

For  though  it  gricued  me  to  wcarc  a home, 
Itpleafdmc  wcll,I  ware  it  not  alone: 

This  faidjhc  brought  him  where  the  wal  was  tome 
And  (hewd  him  thatjthat  made  Iris  heart  to  gronc 
For  why  die  Dwarfe  did  mannage  with  fuch  skill. 
Though  file  cuructSjhckccpshis  ftirrop  ftill, 

44 

Much  did  the  king  this  foule  profped  miflike, 

Bclccuc  my  word  I fay,  I need  notfweare; 

Horne  wood  he  was,  he  was  about  to  ftrike 
All  that  he  met, and  his  owne  flefli  to  tcarc: 

His  promife  to  haue  broken  he  was  like. 

If  of  his  oath,he  had  not  had  fomc  fcare: 

Bu  t vnreuenged  all  muft  now  be  borne. 

For  on  his  Dei  he  had  fworne. 

Now  to  Joiundoj  gendy  he  doth  Ipcakc, 

Brother  (faid  he)  aduifc  me  what  to  do, 

Sith  I am  bound  by  oath,  I may  not  wreakc  ,i„y 

The  fad,  with  fuch  rcucngcas  longs  therto: 

Forfooth  let’s  trie  if  others  be  as  weakc, 

Qocundo  faid)  and  make  no  more  adoe: 

This  was  the  counfell  he  did  giue  the  king. 

Into  their  order,othcr  men  to  bring. 

4<5 

We  both  are  young,  and  of  fuch  pleafinghew. 

Not  to  be  macht  with  fuch  another  payrej 

What  (he  wiUbcfbobftinatly  true,  - 

But  will  be  wonne  with  youth,  and  being  fairc? 

If  youth  and  beautie  both  domifle  their  due. 

The  want  herein  our  purfcslhall  repaire; 

Let  vsnotfpare  our  beautie,  youth,  and  treaftirc* 
TiUofa  thoufandwchauehadourplcafurc. 

47 

To  fee  ftrange  countries  placed  farre  apart. 

Of  other  women  cake  to  make  fom  triall. 

Will  cafe  the  paine  that  whilom  pierftour  hart^ 

And  falue  our  fore,  there  can  be  no  dcniall; 

The  king  that  lon^dto  cafe  his  new  found  fmart, 
Confented  ftraight,  and  to  auoid  elpiall, 

Himfelfe,  the  Knight,two  Pages  and  no  mo, 

Outofthe  Rcalme  forthwith  difguifedgo. 

48 

Away  they  paft  through  Italy  and  France, 

And  through  ihe'Flemifti  and  the  Englifh  land; 

And  thofe  whofe  beauties  higheft  did  aduance, 

Thofe  ftill  they  found  moft  readie  to  their  hand: 

They  giucjthey  take,  fo  luckie  is  their  chaunce. 

They  fee  their  ftocke  at  one  ftay  ftill  to  ftand : 

Some  muft  be  woode  forfooth  they  were  fo  chaft. 

And  fome  there  were  that  wooed  them  as  faft. 

4? 

In  countries  fome , a month  or  two  they  tariycd. 

In  fbmeawecke,inotherbucaday; 

In  all  of  them  they  finde  the  women  married, 

Lik  e to  their  wiues,  to  gentle  to  fay  nay: 

At  laft,becaufe  they  doubt  to  haue  mifcarried, 

They  meane  to  leaue  this  fporc,  and  go  their  way: 

They  found  it  full  of  danger  and  debate. 

To  keepe  their  landings  in  anothers  gate. 

They 
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But  tcU  me  now,  if  any  one  of  you 

That  maried  arc,haue  not  awric  yet  ftept? 
Nofcarfc  a mahjthat  hath  not  been  vntrevr. 

And  with  fome  other  woman  hath  non  flept: 

Nay  that  is  more  ^ they  woe  they  feeke  they  lew. 
They  triCjthey  tempt  thofe  that  be  fafeft  kept. 

Yet  women  feeke  not  after  men  I ween, 

Imeane  notfuchas  common  harlots  been. 

79 

2^  Surclie  the  man  on  whom  your  talc  you  father, 

Cannot  liim f«lfe,nor  other  men  excufe, 

U (Ufa.  Who  ftill  to  take  an  vnknown  pcccc  had  rather. 

Although  their  own, were  better  far  to  chufc: 

But  if  them  felueswcrewoodjl  furelie  gather. 
Such  courtefiesjtheyneuer  would  refufe. 

But  rather  ftrame  them  felues bey od  their  might. 
Such  kindncsjwith  more  kindnes  to  requite. 
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But  bee’tlbme  woman  breaks  chaft  wedloeks  laws, 
And  leaucs  her  husband, and  becoms  vnehaft. 

Yet  commonlic  it  is  not  without  caufc. 

She  fees  her  man,in  fin  his  fubftaunce  waft; 

She  feels  that  he,his  louc  from  her  withdraws, 
And  hath  on  fome(  perhap)  lefle  worthic  plaft, 
Statenet.  Who  ftriks  with  fword,the  fcabberd  the  may  ftrike 

And  furc  louc  craueth  lou,e,like  asketh  like. 
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Certes  in  their  bchalf,agrce  would  I, 

That  all  wiues  that  adulterie  do  commit. 

Should  by  a law,condemned  be  to  uye, 

Iffo  their  husbands-guiltlcsbc  of  it. 

But  if  that  men  vnpunilht  walkc  awry, 

Doubtles  in  fence  and  reafon  tis  not  fit. 

The  weaker  fex  fliould  for  this  fin  be  vext, 
Stnteact.  Do  as  you  would  be  done  to/aith  the  text. 
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Yet  when  a man  is  bent  to  Ipeakehis  worft. 

That  in  defpite  he  can  ofwomen  fay. 

He  cals  them  but  incontinent  or  curft. 

No  greater  fault  Jie  to  their  charge  can  lay: 

To  rob,to  lpoile,houfcs  to  breake  andburft, 
Cities  and  towncs,and  countries  to  betray, 
Vliiric,  murder,  all  fuch  linns  appearc. 

Proper  to  men,womcn  rf  them  ate  clcarc. 
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This  faid  this  grauc  wife  man, and  would  hauc  told. 
Some  ftorie  to  the  famc,his  fpecch  to  verifie. 

Of  women  that  had  lin’d  till  they  were  old, 
Chaftlic  and  vertuouflic,and  with  finccritiC; 

But  that  the  crucll  Turkc.did  him  behold, 

Withfo  grimlookc,as  did  the  poore  man  terrific, 
And  made  him  hold  his  peacc,vv  threats  & terror. 
Yet  inwardlie  hating  the  Pagans  error. 
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Thcfc  brables  ended,nightonthcm  did  creep. 

To  reft  they  went  Jiauing  their  bodies  fed: 

But  B^domont  fcant  all  the  night  could  fleep. 

For  carcs,that  ran  ftiU  in  his  troubled  hed; 

His  vnkind  miftres,him  doth  waking  keep. 

She  troubles  him  jwhither  he  lye  on  bed. 

Whither  he  go,or  ridc,or  fit,  or  ftahd. 

Whither  it  be,  by  Water  or  by  land. 


8f 


But  though  him  lelfc  could  take  but  litlc  reft. 

Yet  of  hishorfc,hc  takes  no  litlc  care. 

Both  that  he  fliould  be  dibgcntlic  dreft. 

And  hauc  good  prouander,to  mend  his  fare; 

To  go  by  water  now  he  thought  it  beft, 

Him  fclfc  to  eafe,and  his  good  horlc  to  fparc. 

That  horfe  he  gat,as  he  might  iuftlit  vaunt, 

Spite  of  and  ofSacrapant, 

S6 

He  takes  a barkc,and  downc  the  plcafaunt  ftream 

Of  Sonnahe  dothpaire,with  winde  and  ore,  Horace  xvi. 

Grcathaft  he  makes,  to  get  to  hisovyn  Reamc,  Ode.i.bo(,l^e. 

But  chaging  place,doth  helpe  him  near  the  more;  Siuid temu  atu 
Sleeping, of  her  vnkindneshc  dothdreame,  catteuifole  rrm- 

Waking,hc^fighs  and  ftill  renews  the  fore. 

Talking  wasbeftjandyct  not  much  the  better,  quoijutfugit. 
Say  what  he  lift, yet  cannot  he  forget  hen  icandu  arxtjt 

^ vitufa  naues 

Wcric  of  barkejagaine  he  taking  land,  ^t^'uftZrelm" 

Lyon,Vienna,and  Valcnza  paftj  ^utt. 

(All  which  then  were, in  ^gTHmanushmiy  \ 

His  late  good  happ,had  fo  them  all  agaft.) 

To  Acquamort,hc  turns  on  the  right  hand. 

Thence  to  Algicr, minding  to  turne  in  haft. 

And  in  his  way, his  iomey  to  abridge. 

He  paftAuignon,at  the  fumptuous  bridge. 
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Not  farfromMompelicr,atownchcfaw, 

OfBacchus,andofCeres  wcllbeloued,  Voredmeh 

Though  then  fo  fpoild  by  fouldiers,  that  for  aw 
The  dwellers  all,them  felues  fro  thence  remoued; 

Alfo  there  was  a Church  for  Chriften  law. 

But  yet  the  Pr  icfts(in  this  to  be  rcprrxi  cd) 

To  fauc  thefelues,theit  Church  had  quite  forfakc 
So  as  the  fame  by  BgJomont  was  taken. 
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This  feat, this  placc,did  fo  the  Pagan  pleafe. 

That  here  he  mindcs  to  make  his  firmc  abode. 

For  of  the  tone  fide,hc  might  fee  the  fcas. 

On  tother  fide, the  ground  with  come  well  lode; 

Here  all prouifions^c  mightfinde  with  cafe, 

Here  he  doth  caufc  his  men  hts  ftuffc  vnlodc. 

And  makes  that  Church(oh  horrible  abufe) 

SetUe  himjto  his  profane  vngodlie  vfc. 
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Now  ftandingpcnfiuc,in  this  pleafing  place, 
Asftillhcvfd,hcfawaLadkfairc,  (^^cc) 

(Though  mourning,yet  moftfull  ofplcaiing 
Who  with  a Frirr,madc  thither  her  repaire: 

A goodlie horfe, they  led  a foft  flow  pace. 

And  as  they  wcnc,he  taughthermany  aprairc: 

The  horfe  did  bcarc  a coffin  on  his  backe. 

All  ouerlprcd  in  mourning  fort,  with blackc. 

91 

Me  thinkeby  this  defeription  you  may  guefle. 

Who  this  fame  Frirc,and  who  this  damfcll  is, 

Y et  for  more  plaines  fakc,I  will  exprefle. 

Her  name,lcaft  any  may  the  matter  mille: 
Twas//i6<il4,whodidlateprofefle,  ... 

That  ftatc  thatlcadeth  ftrait  toheau’nlic  blifle; 

He  was  the  Frire,that  to  tliat  mind  couerted  her, 

Whe  as  dilpaire,liad  alraoft  quite  fubuerted  her. 
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Within  the  mourning  coffin  was  cnclofed. 

His  corfcjwhom  (he  fo  lou’d  aliuc  and  dead. 

And  though  to  griefc  fhe  feemed  all  di^ofed, 
Though  aJl  in  blacke , fhe  went  from  foot  to  head; 
Yet  in  that  wofiill  fhew  there  was  difclofed. 

So  worthie  grace,  as  in  the  Pagan  bred 
A fancie,  mouing  fuch  an  alteration, 

As  made  him  chaunge  his  firft  determination. 

95 

For  where  before  he  did  dilpraifc  and  fcomc 
All  women,  now  againe  he  doth  commend 
That  fexe,  that  doth  indeed  the  world  adornc: 
Hisfccondlouc  to  place  he  doth  intend 
On  this,  fith  that  his  firft  hath  him  forlotnej 
Here  now  he  hopeth  all  his  v"'  '■o  end. 

And  with  this  paflion  to  d me  ou  ’■he  tother. 

As  men  do  driue  out  on;,  naile  wit,  another. 

94 

Straight  in  the  mildeft  maner  that  he  c^’n. 

Saluting  her,  he  askt  whatcaufd  herpainc? 

And  fhe  the  wofull  talc  to  tell  began. 

How  her  true  louc  by  Mandrkard  w as  llaine. 

For  whofe  fake  fhe  would  ncuer  marrie  man. 

But  ferue  God  all  her  life  that  dotli  remaine. 

The  Pagan  laughs,  at  that  the  damfcll  faith. 

As  one  that  knows  no  God,  and  hath  no  feith. 
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And  greatly  he  her  good  intent  controld. 

Affirming  her  to  merit  as  great  blame, 
AsdothtJicmifer,chathoords  vp  his  gold, 

And  neither  doth  him  felfc  employ  the  fame. 

And  yet  from  thofe  that  would,  doth  it  withold: 
So  ihut  not  vpyour  felfc  (quoth  he)  for  fliamc; 
Lyons, and  Bcars,and  ferpents  that  hauc  flings. 
Should  be  ffiut  vp, not  fairc  and harmlcffe  things. 
96 

The  godly  Frire,that  tooke  no  litle  care. 

Left  this  ill  fpecch  might  tiirnc  her  to  fmall  good. 
With  new  exhortings,  bad  her  to  beware, 

That  fuch  entifements  ftrongly  be  witliflood; 
And  for  that  end,  forthwith  he  doth  prepare, 

A fumptuous  meffc,  of  ghoftly  inward  food: 

But  this  vile  Pagan  did  no  fooncr  caft  it. 

But  vp  againe,  his  fquemifh  ftomackc  caft  it. 
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And  feeing  that  the  fpcechcs  of  thisFrire, 

(Who  he  could  make  by  no  means  holdhis  peace) 
Scemd  greatly  to  contrarie  his  defircj 
Wrath  kindled  and  at  laft  did  fo  mcreafe. 

That  the  poore  prieft  gat  but  a (brie  hire. 

But  here  a while  my  ftorie  now  lhall  ceafcj 
Left  my  mifhap  or  punifhment  be  fuch. 

As  was  this  pricfts,for  talking  oucrmuch. 


Moral 


Allufion. 


locundo  and  Aftolfo  both  , m<^  he  noted  the  yanitieofleMtie  in  men,  and  how  Weafte  a Inoteffion  it  it , t^ainfi  the 
blow  that  neuerfmarteth,  as  fame  haste  termed  it,  Furdet)  in  locundos  w»y« , that  after  all  the  great  protejlationsofl^ind- 
neffe^was  tak^nin  bedwithhistnan , we  maj  note  the  fiaud  atvoell  a^ jiatltieyoFfcmeof that  fexe.  Fiamctta,f/jat  lji>^ 
ketweene  a l^ng  and  a bpiglst  ytookf  vpaT apfler  into  her  bed,  J can  not  tell  what  to  note, bat  that  wliichOuid faith: 

Non  caret  effedu,  quod  voluerc  duo. 

2{ottgh  can  refl  raine,  confent  of twaine, 

Jnthe QtteeneofLonJ>ardie,that  bef  owed  her loue  fobafely  3 wemt^fee  that  no (iate  nor  degreeit priuileged fromPtatne 
and  (lauttder,  except  \ertiie  and  grace from  aboue,  do  heepe  them from fuch  enotmcMs  off  emet. Further  we  may  fee  it  U a rerie 
dejperat  enterprife,to  tlnrdely  aty  r(Jtraint,tokpepean  Mscltajiwomanfrom  puttinginpraflife  her  lewd  def res.  Lafllythe 
defence  of  women,  by  tbegraue  wife  man,  too  truly  proueth,  that  though  manie  women  are  bad  ,yet  manie  men  aiewo  fe,and 
therfore  ifeuerie  one  would  mend  one  (as  the  Trouerbe faith)  all  fsalL  be  mended,  .And  as  for  Rodomonts  new  loueft/Jjews 
that  nop ajjicngr owes  fo  ftrong  by  accident,  to  remeue  and  ta'p  away  a naturaJl  difpofition. 

Hiftorienor  Allegorie,norfcant  any  thing  that  is  good  , canbe  pickfdout  ofthisbadbocl^  ; butfor.Allufons  , theycomein 
tny  myndfo plentifully, as  I canfcanttellhow  to  mahfanend,whenl amomeenterd  into  themiOnly  1 will  touch  oneor  two, 
(to  fin  yp  this  page  withaB.)  that  allude  to  that  pc/«f  o/Iocundos  patience , inleauingthe  adulterer  ynptnifl.edyind  his  wife 
ynreproued,tahingher  infofl.an!efullanaf}..As  1 hauehcard of  oneofhonefi caLing  (Eutn3miclcfl'chc,for  blamcleflc 
he  muft  be)  that  finding  one  in  bed  with  his  wife, and feeing  emdently, that  fhe  hadplayd fdlfe  at  tidies,  and  borne  a man  to 
manie^rew  out  his  dagger  yerie  refolutely,and  fware  it  great  oth,that  if  he  had  not  bin  his  ye>  iefrend,  he  Would  at  leafifsaue 
blled  him:  and  when  he  had  done  he  put  yp  his  dagger  againe,  and  went  about  fomc  other  bi,finejfe..Another  hearing  cne  wot 
newly  gone  out  of  his  houfe,that  had  done  that  for  him,  which  no  bodie  defires  todoby  a deputie,tooh.ehis  fword^his  buckler 
and  followed  in  a great  rage  , and  hauing  ouertak^n  him,  layd  adult  erie  to  his  charge:  the  man  fo  hotly  purfude  , and fo  hardly 
chargedyconfeffed  itwas  true:  with  which  thetother  (beingfuUy  fatiffied  , asitfeemtd  with  his  bonefi  cenfeffion)  ieftlnm, 
/wearing  if  he  had  denied  it,  he  would  net  fo  haue  put  it  yp, 

V 

Here  end  the  notes  of  the  xxviij.  booke. 
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Taire  Ifabell,  to  loofe  her  head  is glad^ 

T 0 Jane  her  chafiitie  from  Pagans  might'. 

T 0 pacific  her ghofl,  the  Pagan  fad, 

Jidaketh  a bridge  yat  which  falls  mar^  a knight:^ 
Orlando  conmeth  thither,  being  mad. 

Into  the  water  both  together  light. 

From  thence  the  madman  onward fliRproceeds, 
And  by  the  way  doth  Jirattnge  and  monfir  ohs  deeds 


f H mynds  of  men , vneon- 
ftant  and  vnftablcj 
’ As  fubieft  vnto  chaungc, 
as  W efterne  wynd, 
j ^ In  all  dcfignmencs  fondj& 
variaWc, 

'But  chiefly  thofc,  that 
loue  breeds  in  the  mind: 
. Lo  he  chat  late  deuifd  all 
he  was  able. 

To  flaunder  and  deface  all  women  kynd. 

Yet  now  with  them  whom  he  fo  fore  ten  Jd, 

Eu*n  on  the  liiddenjhe  is  reconcild. 
z 

Ccrtes(moft  noble  Dames)I  am  lb  wroth. 

With  this  vile  Turke/or  this  his  wicked  (in, 
Forlpeakingfo  great  Iclandcr  and  vn  troth. 

Of  that  lvveetfcx,whore  grace  I fayn  would  win, 
That  till  fuch  timc,he  fliall  confeff  the  troth. 

And  what  a damned  error  he  was  in: 

I (hall  him  make  be  lb  in  confcience  ftoung. 

As  he  lhall  teare  his  flclh,and  byte  his  toung 


But  with  what  folly ,he  was  then  pofTclTed, 

The  fequellof  the  matter  play  n doth  Ihow; 

For  he  thatyefterday  him  felfcprofelTcd, 

To  all  the  kynd,  a fworne  and  open  foe: 

Now  to  a ftraunger,  one  in  ftatc  diftrefled, 
Whofe  birth,  whofe  kin  , whofe  name  he  doth  not 
With  one  fmall  glaucc,&  fober  caft  of  ey,  (know, 
Wasfo  cnthralld,he  woos  her  by  and  by. 
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And  as  new  fanfie  doth  his  heart  enflame. 
So  to  new  Ip  each  it  doth  his  toung  direft. 


A new  difcourfe/iew  rcafons  he  doth  frame. 
With  great  perfwafions,  but  to  fmqll  effed: 

For  flill  the  godly  Frire  refutes  the  fame. 
Exhorting  her  fuch  Ipeeches  to  negleft, 

And  fall  to  hold  her  purpofe  good  and  holly 
Of  feruing  God,  and  leaning  wordly  foUy, 

Saying  the  way  of  death  islarge  and  Ipacious, 

But  that  ro  life, is  ftraight  and  full  ofpaine. 
F^dom'.nt  feeinghim  ftill  fo  audacious. 

In  (pice  ofhim,this  doftrine  to  maintainc: 

Steps  to  him, and  with  hand  and  toung  vngracious 
Fitft  bids  him  gethim  to  his  cell  againe, 

Then  his  long  beard,  grownc  on  h;s  aged  chin. 

All  at  onepulljhepillcth  from  the  skin. 

6 

And  fofarre  foorth  his  wrath  and  furie  grew. 

He  wrings  his  necke,  as  pincers  wring  a naile. 
And  twife  or  thrife  about  his  head  him  threw. 

As  husbandmen  that  threlh,do  tofle  a flaile: 
Diuerfe  reports  do  afterwards  enfew. 

But  which  be  true,  and  which  of  truth  do  faile. 

Is  hard  to  fay  : fome  lay  he  was  fo  battered. 

That  all  his  limbs  about  a rockewerdfeattered. 

7 

Some  fay  that  to  the  fea  he  hurled  him. 

Though  diuerfe  furlongs  diftant  from  the  place, 
And  that  he  dide  ,bccaufe  he  could  not  Iwim: 
Others  report,  fome  faint  did  him  that  grace. 

To  fane  his  life,  and  heale  each  broken  lim. 

And  to  the  fliore  did  bring  him  in  fliortfpacc. 
The  likelyhood  hereof,  who  lift  may  way, 

For  now  of  him,  I haue  no  more  to  lay. 

Thus 


Statemt, 


Sknilt, 


Sintilt. 
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Thuscrucll  RgJomont  hailing  remoucd. 

The  babling  Frirc,that  did  him  fo  much  (pite  , 

The  fearefuU  damfeU  louc,  to  win  he  proued. 

By  all  kind  words, and  geftures  that  he  might-, 

He  calls  her  his  dcare  hart,his  foie  beloucd. 

His  ioyfuU  comforc,and  his  fweet  delight. 

His  miilres,and  his  goddcfle,3nd  fuch  namesj 
As  louing  knights, apphe  to  louelie  dames. 
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Herreafons  he  doth  curtcouflie  confute, 

(Loue  foone  had  made  him,fuch  a learned  dark) 
In  phrafes  mannerlic  he  moiics  his  futc. 

And  ftillhis  (hoot  was  Icucld  at  one  marker 
And  though  he  might  by  force,  haue  pluckt  thfe 
Yet  for  timc,he  doth  but  kifle  the  batke,  (fruit. 
He  thinks  it  will  more  fweet, and pleafing  make  it. 
If  (he  do  geue  him  Icaue  before  he  cake  it. 

10 

VVherfore  a while  he  is  content  to  pawfe. 

Hoping  in  time, to  win  her  loue  and  grace. 

She  deems  her  felfe,like  mowfe  in  carts  fliarpc 
In  ftraugers  had,&  in  as  ftrauge  a place,  (clawes. 
She  fees  he  fear’d  not  Gods,nor  human  lawes. 
Nor  had  no  pitie  of  her  wofuU  cafe. 

That  only  for  his  luft,wouId  her  perfwade, 
Tobrcakechevow,that  fhe  to  God  had  made. 

It 

Her  hart  and  cyes,oftimcs  to  heauen  fhe  lifts. 

And  pray es  the  bkffcd  virgin  and  her  fonne. 

To  faue  her  from  this  Pagans  filchic  drifts. 

That  vnto  her,no  villenie  be  donne: 

She  doth  bethink  her  of  an  hundred  fhifts. 

How  (he  his  bcaftlie  luft  may  fafelie  fhunne, 
That  like  an  open  gulfc  on  her  did  gape. 

So  as  it  feemd  vnpofTible  to  fcape. 

IX 

She  findes  out  many  feufes  and  delays. 

That  to  prolong,which  faine  fhe  would  preuent, 
Somtime  in  humble  manner  him  fl-ie  prays. 

That  to  relcafc  her  he  would  be  concent: 

But  being  ftill  rcpulft  at  all  aCfays, 

Aclaft  (he  doth  away  and  meanes  inuent, 

N oc  only  how  to  fhunne  chat  prefent  fhamc. 

But  merit  to  herfelfe  eternallname. 

13 

Vnto  the  cruell  Turke  that  now  began. 

From  all  good  courfe  of  curtefic  tofwatue. 

She  commeth  in  the  meekeft  fort  (he  can. 

And  faith  if  he  her  honour  will  prefearue: 
(Which  is  the  part  of  each  true  valient  man) 
She  would  of  lum  that  fauou r well  defearue, 
Andgeue  him  fuch  a gift,as  in  due  meafure. 
Should  farfurpafle  this  momcncariepleafurc. 

But  if  you  needs  will  me  deflowre,  Iwis 
(She  faid)when  you  haue  done,you  will  repent, 
Tothinkehow  fondlie  you hauedone  amifle. 
And  loft  that  might  haue  bred  you  true  content: 
As  for  your  carnall]oue,you  need  not  milTc 
Fayrer  then  I jand  fitter  for  your  bent. 

But  in  ten  thoufand,oneyou  (hall  not  know> 
Hiatfuchagiftjvponyoii  can  bellow. 


»3F 


I know(quoth  (he)an  hearbcjand  I haue  fecn  itelt  m th» 

A litlc  (incc,che  place  where  as  it  grew,  ^Uujien, 

That  boild  vpon  a fire  of  cyprtf  fle  clecn. 

And  mixe  with  elder  bcrys,and  with  rewj 
And  afcer,ftrayned  harmlefle  hands  between, 

Willyeeld  a iuyce,that  who  in  order  dew, 

Annoynt  themfelues  therewithjfhall  neucrfcclc. 

Damage  by  flame  of  fire, nor  dint  of  ftecle. 
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I fayjifone  therewith  annoynt  him  thrife, 

Thcfc  fh  aunge  effefts  thereof  will  ftrait  enfew, 

Alwayes  prouided  that  in  any  wife 

He  muft  each  month  the  liquors  ftrength  renew: 

I haue  the  way  to  make  it  in  a trife. 

And  you  (hall  fee  by  proofc,that  it  is  trcw; 

This  thing  I thinke,  fhould  ioy  you  more  to  gaine. 

Then  ifyou  conquerd  had  all  France, or  Spainc. 

17 

Only  for  my  reward, ofyou  I pray. 

Let  me  obtaine  this  fauorable  meed. 

To  fweare  that  you  henceforth  will  not  aflay 
My  chaftitic,by  cither  word  or  deed: 

V^dmom  thinketh  this  a blcflcd  day. 

And  hopes  he  now  (hall  neuer  armour  need. 

And  fwears  he  will  her  honour  fafe  defend. 

Though  to  performe  it, he  doth  not  intend. 
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Yet  till  fhe  might  this  worke  bring  to  efFeft, 

He  doth  him  felfe  againft  his  minde  enforc^ 

And  that  fhe  might  no  violence  expeft. 

He  doth  not  offer  any  figne  of  force; 

But  that  once  done,hisothhcwillneglcfli 
For  of  an  oth  he  neuer  had  remorfej  ’ 

Butfpecially  he  thought  it  Icaft  difgracc. 

His  oth  to  violac  in  fuch  a cafe, 

He  makes  to  her  a follemn  proteftation. 

And  with  moft  damned  oths  the  fame  doth  bind. 

That  he  will  neuer  do  her  molleftation, 

Iffhe  procure  a iuyee  of  fuch  a kind: 

This  finks  fo  deepe  in  his  imagination. 

Of  Qgw«<,and  .Achilles  runns  his  mind. 

For  by  this  meanes  he  doth  him  felfe  afliirc. 

Such  priuiledge  as  they  had, to  procure. 

10 

Poore  Ifahella^hd  of  this  delay. 

By  wliich  awhile  her  chaftitie  fhe  fhcclds, 

Hauing  rcceau’d  this  promifc,go’th  ftraight  way. 

To  fecke  thefe  hcarbs,amid  the  open  fields. 

In  eii’ry  bankc,and  groue,andhcdgc,and  way. 

She  gathers  fomc,fuch  as  the  countrieyeclds5 
And  aU  the  while,thc  Pagan  walkech  by. 

And  to  the  damfell  cafteth  ftill  an  eye. 
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And  Icaft  fhe  fhould  want  cypreflewood  tobiirnc. 

He  with  his  fword,cuts  down  whole  cyprefle  trees, 

And  in  all  other  things  to  feruc  her  tiirnc. 

That  each  thing  may  prouided  be  he  lees: 

Now  with  her  hcarbs,fhe  made  her  home  retumc, 
Chauldrons  arc  fee  on  fire(no  time  to  leefe) 

She  boyls  and  perboyls,all  thofc  hcarbs  & flowrs, 

' In  iiHeihought,thcrc  were  fuch  hidden  powrs. 
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Atall  thcTe  ceremonies  he  ftands  by, 

And  what  flie  doth  he  many  times  doth  looke, 
Thefmoke  and  heat  at  laft  made  him  fo  dry. 

That  want  of  drinke  he  could  no  longer  brooke, 
Greeke  wmc,therc  were, and  that  he  doth  apply. 
Two  firkens  late  from  paflengers  he  tookc. 

He  and  his  men  drinking  them  both  tliat  night. 
Their  heads  full  hcauie  made  their  harts  full  light. 

Though  by  their  law  they  are  forbidden  wine. 

Yet  now  that  here  they  did  the  liquor  tall. 

They  thought  it  was  fo  fweet  and  lb  diuine> 

That  Neftar,and  that  Manna  far  it  paft: 

At  that  reftraint  they  greatlie  do  repine. 

That  did  debar  them  of  lb  liveet  repaft. 

And  at  their  own  law, and  religion  laffing. 

They  Ipend  that  night  carowling  and  in  quafiing. 
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Now  had  faire  iMl  finilht,' that  confeftion. 

Which  this  grofle  Pagan  dotli  belccue  to  be, 
Againft  both  fteclc  and  fire  a fafe  protedlion: 
Nowlir(lhefaid)you  fliall  the  triallfee. 

And  that  you  may  be  fure  thatno'infedion. 

Is  in  thefedruggSjfirftyou  fliall  proue  by  me, 

I fliall  thereof ihow  you  fo  perfed  triall. 

As  you  fliall  fee  the  proofe  paft  all  dcniall. 

My  fclfe  quoth  (he, mind  firft  to  take  the  fay. 

That  you  may  feel  do  not  faine  norlyej 
Then  after  on  your  fclfe  you  prooue  it  may. 

When  you  haue  made  a witnes  of  your  eye: 

Now  therefore  bid  your  men  to  go  away* 
Thatnonebeprefent  here  but  you  and  I, 

And  thus, as  with  her  fclfe  ihc  had  appointed, 
Hcrncckc,and  brefts,and  fliowldcrs  Ihc  anointed. 
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This  done,in  chcarefull  fort  Ihe  open  layd, 

Her  n^cd  neckc, before  the  bcaftlic  Turkc, 

And  bad  him  ftrikc,for  flic  was  not  aflrayd. 

She  had  fuch  skill  and  truft  in  this  rare  worker 
be  vnaduifd  and  hap’lieouerlayd 
W ith  winc,that  in  his  idle  braine  did  worker 
Was  with  her  Ipccch  fo  vndifcrcctlie  led. 

That  at  one  blow  he  quite  cut  of  her  hcd. 
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That  head  where  loue  and  all  the  graces  dwelt, 

By  hccdleffe  h and  is  from  the  body  feu  ered, 

Alas  whofc  hart  at  fuch  hap  could  not  melt? 

Yea  that  is  morc,the  head  cut  of  indeuored. 

To  (hew  what  plcafure  of  her  death  (he  felt. 

And  how  (he  ftill  in  herfirftloucperfcuered, 
Thrifc  from  the  floure  the  head  was  feen  rebound 
Thrife  was  it  heard  Zerbinos  name  to  found. 
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His  name, to  whom  fo  great  loue  (he  did  beare, 

As  (he  to  follow  him,would  leaue  her  life. 

To  whom,tis  hard  to  fay  whither  (he  were, 

A truer  widow,or  a kinder  wife: 

O foule,that  didft  not  death  nor  daunger  feare, 

( A famplc  in  thefe  later  times  not  rife) 

To  fauc  thy  chaftitic,and  vowed  truth, 

Eu’n  in  thy  tender  yeares  and  grceiieft  youth. 
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Go  foulcjgo  fweeteft  foule  for  cucr  blcft. 

So  may  ray  verfc,plcafc  tliofe  whom  I defire. 

As  my  poore  Mufe  fliall  cucr  do  her  beft, 

As  far  as  pen  can  paint,and  (pcech  afpire. 

That  thy  iuft  prayfes  may  be  plainc  expreft. 

To  future  times.Go  foule  to  heauen  orhycr. 
And  if  my  verfe,  can  graunt  to  thee  thisChartir, 
Thou  (halt  be  calld  of  chaftitic  the  Martir. 
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A t this  her  deed  (b  (Iran  ngc  and  admirable. 

He  that  aboue  allhcau’ns  doth  ay  rcmainc, 
Lookt  down,and  faid  it  was  more  comendable. 
Then  hers  for  whom  T arquinio  loft  his  raigne: 
And  ftrait  an  ordinauncc  inuiolablc. 

Ay  to  be  kept  on  earth  he  doth  ordaine. 

And  thus  he  faid,eu’n  by  my  felfc  I fwcare, 

Whofe  powre,  heau’n,  cat  th,fprits,mc  and  angels 

3 1 (feare. 

Thatforher  fake  that  dy’dof  this  namclaft. 

Who  cucr  (hall  hereafter  beare  tluit  name, 

^al  be  both  wife  and  continent  and  chaft, 
OffaultlcfTc  manners, and  offpotlclTc  fame 
Writers  (hall  ftriuc  to  make  their  gloric  laft. 

And  (hall  in  profe  and  verfe  record  the  fame, 
Hellicon,Pindus,andParnairus  hill, 
Soundlfabella^lfabelU  flill. 

Thus  faid  the  Hyft’,and  then  there  did  enfew, 

A wondrous  calme  in  waters  and  in  ayre. 

The  chaftlbiilc  vpinto  the  third  heauen  flew. 
Where  Zer6/»  was,  thither  (he  did  repayre; 

Now  when  the  beaftlie  Turkc  faw  in  his  vew. 

How  he  had  prou'd  him  felfc  a woman  flayre. 
After  his  drunken  furfet  was  digcfted, 

He  blamd  him  felfc, and  his  own  deed  detefted. 

Inpartto  fatisfiefor  this  offence. 

And  to  appeafe  her  ghoft  as  twerc  in  part, 
Although  he  thought  no  pardon  could  difpence, 
Norpunifhmcnt  fufficc  for  fuch  defart; 

He  vowes  a monument  of  great  expcnce, 
Ofcoftlie  workmanfhip  and  cunning  art. 

To  raifcforhcr,nor  minds  he  to  go  furdcr. 

Then  that  fclfe  Church  where  he  had  done  the 

34  (murder. 

Of  that  fclfe  place  he  minds  her  tombe  to  make, 
And  for  that  caiife  he  gets  of  workmen  ftore. 

For  loue,  for  money,  and  for  terrors  fake. 

Six  thoiifand  men  he  fet  to  worke,and  more; 
Forth  of  the  mountaines,ma(fie  ftoncs  they  take. 
With  which  well  wroughtj&hcwd&fquard  ther- 
All  with  a huge  hyc  arch  y church  he  couers,(fore 
And  in  the  middft  entombs  the  blcfled  louers. 

And  ouer  this  was  r.iifd  with  curious  Height, 
Pyramid  wife, a huge  and  ftatelie  towre. 

Which  towre  an  hundred  cubits  had  in  height, 
Meafuringfrom  the  top,vnto  the  flowre: 

It  feemd  a worke  of  as  great  charge  and  weight. 
As  Adrian  madc,to  boft  his  wealth  and  powre. 

Of  goodlie  ftones  all  raifd  in  fcemlie  rankes, 

V^p  on  the  edge  of  ftatelie  Tybris  bankes. 

Now 
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Now  when  this  goodlic  workc  was  once  bcgiiitncj 
He  makes  a btidgc  oner  the  water  by. 

That  of  great  depth  and  force  did  euer  runne, 

So  that  a ferric  vfed  there  to  lye, 

Forfuch  as  would  a further  circuit  (hunne. 

And  paffc  this  way  more  eafic  and  more  nye: 

The  Pagan  takes  away  the  auncient  ferric, 
Andlcausforpaflcngcrs,nor  bote,norwhcrric. 
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But  makes  a bridge  where  men  to  row  were  wont. 
And  though  the  fame  were  ftr6g,&  of  great  legtb, 
Yet  might  two  horfes  hardlie  meet  a front. 

Nor  had  the  fides  a raile  or  any  ftrength. 

Who  comes  this  way  he  meanes  ihal!  bide  a bront 
Except  he  hauc  both  corage  good  and  ftrength. 
For  with  the  armes  of  all  that  this  way  come. 

He  meanes  to  bewtific  faire  Isbells  toomc. 

' v 3* 

'stwerd^Hi-  Athoufandbraue  Atchicuments  he  doth  vow, 
muldrie  Wherewith  he  will  adorne  this  ftatclie  worke, 

whichumnt  From  whom  he  taketh  all  thcfefpoilcs  or  how, 
trtMnunss  ef  He caresnotwhitherChriftianor  Tiirkej 
- Now  was  the  bridge  full  finifhcd,and  now, 

His  watchmen  on  each  fide  in  corners  lurke, 

To  make  him  know  when  any  one  corns  nearc. 
For  all  that  come, he  means  fhall  buy  itdeare. 
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And  further  his  fantaftike  braine  doth  thinkc. 

That  fith  by  drinking  wine  he  did  that  fin. 

In  lieu  thereof  he  now  would  water  drinkc, 
Asoftasbymiihaphcfhouldfall  in; 

For  when  he  ihould  vntothe  bottom  finke. 

The  top  would  be  an  ell  aboue  his  chinne. 

As  who  ihould  fayjfor  cu’ty  euill  aftion 
That  wine  procures,water  were  fatisfaSion, 
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Many  men  there  ariued  in  few  days, 

Some  men,as  in  the  way  from  Spainc  to  France, 
Some  others  fondlie  thirfting  after  prayfc, 
Hoping  by  this  exploit  their  names  t’aduance: 
K^dam<.tn  them  encounters  both  the  ways. 

And  fuch  his  vallew  was,fo  good  his  chance, 
Thatftillas  many  men  as  there  arriues. 

Loft  all  of  them  their  arms, and  fomc  their  Hues. 

Among  the  many  prifners  thathe  tooke, 

Thofe  that  were  Chriftians  to  Algyre  he  fent, 
Willing  his  men  fafelie  to  them  to  looke, 

Becaufc  er  long  thither  to  come  he  menr, 

The  reft, fane  that  their  armors  they  forfooke, 
Harmlcffe  away  into  their  countries  went: 

Now  while  fuch  feats  were  by  the  Pagan  wrought, 
Or/4wfo  thither  came  ofwittsbeftraught. 
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At  that  fame  inftant  that  came, 

I{pdomoni  armed  was  all  faue  his  hed, 
ThenakedEarle  withwitts quite  out  offrame. 
Leaps  ou’r  the  barr,and  went(as  follielcd) 

To  pafTe  the  bridgCjthe  Pagan  him  doth  blame, 
For  his  prcrumption,and  withall  he  fed. 

Stay  fawcic  villen, proud, and  vndifereet. 

For  fuch  as  thee, this  paftage  is  not  meet. 
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For  Lords  and  knights  and  fquyres  of  good  eftatc. 

This  bridge  was  built, not  for  thee  filihic  bealb 
He  that  no  fence  had  in  his  idle  pate, 

Not  heeding  what  was  faid  ftill  onward  preft: 

I muft(the  Pagan  thinks)this  fools  pride  bare. 

It  feems  belike  he  chinks  1 am  in  ieft. 

And  thereupon  he  makes  the  madman  towaifts. 

Minding  to  drown  him, fith  he  was  fo  frowards. 
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Litlc  lookt  he, to  find  a match  fo  hard: 

Now  while  they  two  togither  gan  to  ftriuc. 

Behold  a gallant  dame  of  great  regard. 

Fortuned  then  at  that  bridge  to  airiuej 
Faire  f /0Kf<7ie»e,that  late  before  had  hard, 

How  loue  did  of  his  wires  this  Earle  depruiej 
She  hither  came  to  feeke  out  Erandimarty 
That  now  in  Paris  was  with  penfiuc  hart. 
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Thus  this  faire  Ladie(as  before  I told) 

Came  at  that  fcafon  to  this  daungerous  place. 

And  knew  this  Earle,when  ftic  did  him  behold. 

And  wonderd  much  to  fee  him  in  fuch  cafe: 

Now  held  Orlando  with  his  foe  hard  hold. 

In  vaine  the  Pagan  ftriues  him  to  dilplace. 

And  grining,to  him  felfe  he  faid  at  length. 

Who  could  hauc  thoughtja  foole  had  had  fuch 

4<^  (ftrength? 

And  fretting  that  he  had  his  plirpofe  mift. 

He  doth  by  Height  the  madmans  force  affay, 

Somtime  he  puts  his  hand  below  his  twift, 

Somtime  aboucjfomtime  an  other  way, 

Orlando  ftandsvnmou'd,do  whathe  lift: 

The  Pagan  feemd  to  do  by  him  that  day. 

As  doth  the  bcarc,that  would  dig  vp  the  tree,  Simili. 

From  whence  fliefell,but  fees  it  will  not  be. 
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Orlando  full  of  force,though  voyde  of  fence, 

About  the  middle  tooke  the  Pagan  faft. 

And  heaues  him  vp  from  ground,  & fo  from  thecc 
Into  the  ftreamc  backward  him  felfe  he  call: 

Vnto  the  bottom  both  do  finke,from  whence 
Either  was  glad  to  get  him  in  great  haft, 

Orlando  nakt  and  light,fwam  like  a filh. 

So  that  he  foonc  gat  out  as  he  would  wilh. 
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And  being  out, away  he  ftraight  doth  mnne. 

Nor  tarries  he  to  heare,or  to  exfpeft, 

Whither  men  blame  or  praife  that  hehaddonne. 

But  follows  on  his  former  courfe  dired: 

This  while  the  Pagan  dranke  nie  halfe  a tunne 
Of  watcr,or  he  could  him  felfe  creft. 

And  hardlie  he  efcaped  being  drownd. 

So  heauie  armd,and  in  place  lb  profound. 
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Now,while  the  Pagan  fwimmeth  for  his  life, 

TdircFkrdelU^e  with  a moll  penfiuc  hart. 

Shewing  true  pattern  of  a vertuous  wife. 

Seeks  at  the  fepulchrc  for  Brandimart, 

She  tooke  her  time  while  they  fell  firft  at  llrife, 

And  vp  and  down  Ihc  lookt  in  eu’ry  part, 

Buthearelhe  finds  neither  his  arms  normanrcll, 

Nor  meets  with  fuch  as  of  him  tidings  can  tell,  •Prmecs, 
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But  leaue  we  her  awhile  thus  mourning  fad. 
Seeking  her  loue  each  where  faue  where  he  was. 
And  tell  we  now  what  hap  Orlando  had. 

And  what  ftrange  feates  his  fiiry  broughtto  pafle. 
You  might  perchaunce  beleeue  that  I were  mad, 
Ifnoncofhis  mad  prankesloucrpaffe, 

Which  werefo  ftraungc,and  in  fo  great  a number 
As  you  to  hearejand  me  to  tell  would  cumber. 

Ji 

Only  1 fhall  fbme  few  of  thofe  recite. 

As  to  my  prefent  purpofe  lhall  pertaine, 

The  madma  weftward  held  his  courfc  forthright. 
Straight  to  thofehills  that  feuet  Frace  fro  Spamc 
He  feldom  baits,but  trauels  day  and  night. 

So  much  he  was  diftemperd  in  his  brainc. 

And  by  the  mountaines  fide  as  he  did  paffc. 

He  met  twoyoung  men  driuing  of  an  alTe. 

This  alTe  they  lodcn  had  with  clefts  of  wood, 

Faft  bound  vpon  his  burden  bearing  backej 
They  feeing  one  runne  nakt  as  he  were  wood, 

Full  in  their  way,  they  crid  hoe  firra  backe. 

But  he  makes  anfwcr  neither  bad  nor  good. 

For  fence  and  vnderftandinghe  did  lacke. 

But  with  his  foote,the  poore  afle  he  fo  fpumed. 
That  both  his  lode  and  him  he  ouerturned. 

He  toft  him  like  a football  vp  on  hye. 

Whence  he  fell  downe  and  brake  his  neck  with  i^ 
Then  at  the  men  he  doth  with  furie  fly. 

Of  which  the  tonc,had  better  hap  then  wit, 
Downe  the  fteep  rocke  the  tone  lept  by  and  by. 
Three  fcorc  yards  deepe,and  by  the  way  did  hit, 
Vpon  abanke  of  furze, grown  in  the  place. 

And  fcapt  with  onlie  fcraching  of  his  face. 
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The  tother  that  of  fearc  like  paflion  feels. 

Thought  tohaue  clammerd  vp  vpon  the  rocke. 
But  ftraight  Orlando  takes  him  by  the  heels. 

And  pulls  him  down  and  beats  him  like  a ftocke. 
As  fiftiers  vfe  to  beatc  their  Aiding  cels. 

And  eu’n  as  fawlkners  tcare  (omtime  a cocke, 

To  gcue  vnto  their  hawks  their  intrals  warmc. 

So  he  tears  leg  from  leg, end  arme  from  arme. 
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Thefc  fame  and  other  like  ,ftupendious  deeds. 

He  put  inpradife  while  thofe  hills  he  paft. 

Such  as  allfpeech  andcredit  all  exceeds. 

His  fitts  fo  furious  were,  his  ftrength  fo  vaft: 

So  far  vnto  the  weftward  he  proceeds. 

That  to  the  fca  Adc,he  was  come  at  laft, 

Eu’n  to  thefandie  fhoars  of  Tarracona, 

That  leadeth  right  the  way  to  Barcellona, 
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Vpon  thofe  fands(fuch  was  his  mad  conceat) 

He  purpofd  with  him  felfe  a houfe  to  build. 

And  being  noyed  with  the  parching  heat. 

He  thinks  with  fand  his  skin  therefro  to  Aiyld: 
Strait  with  his  hands  he  diggs  him  out  a feat. 

And  though  the  oes  his  bodie  all  defild. 

Yet  with  that  mould  his  members  all  he  couered, 
Thatnothuigbuthis  head  could  be  diftouered. 


57 

Now  as  he  lay  halfe  burid  in  the  fand, 

(For  faue  his  headjthe  reft  was  all  vnfeen,)  , 
There  thither  camc,as  in  their  way  by  land, 
Medoro  with  jingellka  his  Qu^een: 

She  not  aware  what  in  her  way  did  ftand, 

(Of  her  lorn  louers  bofting  then  I ween) 

Came  vnto  him  fb  neare  andonfuchfoden. 

That  vpon  him,  her  horfe  had  wcUny  troden. 

But  feing  ftraight  vp ftart  a naked  man. 

The  fight  did  her  greatlic  amaze  and  fright. 

She  knows  him  not,  nor  guefle  at  him  Ihe  can. 
She  thinketh  furcdie  is  forae  hellifh  fpright: 
Rough  griflie  heardjcyes  flaring, vifage  wan, 
Sunneburnd  and  parcht,and  all  deformd  in  fight. 
In  fine  he  looktfto  make  a true  defcription) 

In  face  like  deatn,in  hew  like  an  Egyptian. 

19 

She  at  this  vneouth  fight(as  etft  I faid) 

Gallops  away  as  faft  as  fhe  could  ride. 

And  fcrecching  lowd,  fhe  cry  eth  out  for  aide, 

\ mo  Medoro  her  bcloued  guide: 

The  mad  Orlando  was  not  ill  apaid. 

When  filch  a pretie  damzcll  he  had  fpide: 

Though  he  no  knowledge  nor  remembrance  had. 
How  this  was  fhe/or  whom  he  fitft  fell  mad. 

60 

Yet , as  delighted  with  her  pleafinghew. 

And  liking  well  to  fee  fofaire  a face. 

With  great  defire  he  ftraight  doth  her  purfew, 
Eu'n  as  a hound  the  fcarcftdl  Doc  doth  chafe, 
Medoro  mou’d  herewith, his  rapier  drew. 

And  after  this  mad  fellow  rides  apafe. 

And  with  his  horfe  he  thinketh  down  to  tred  him. 
And  with  his  blade  he  thinks  fure  to  behed  him. 

61 

But  by  effcftjcontrariwifc  he  found. 

That  he  without  his  hoft  his  rekning  made. 

The  madman  fhrinketh  not  an  intch  of  ground. 
And  his  bare  skin,was  harder  then  the  blade, 
Howbeit  fodenlie  when  as  he  found. 

That  one  behind  his  backe  did  him  inuade. 

He  turnd  and  with  his  fift  fo  fmote  the  horfe, 

As  made  him  lye  on  ground  a fencelcffe  corfe. 

61 

And  in  a trife  he  backe  againe  doth  goc. 

After  Angelika  who  fpurrs  with  fpeed. 

And  thinketh  ftill  her  palfreys  pafe  to  floe. 

For  fuch  a turne,and  fo  it  was  indeed. 

Had  it  gone  like  an  arrow  from  a boe. 

It  hardlie  could  haue  hoipe  her  at  this  needj 
At  laft  her  only  hope  was  in  the  ring, 

For  now  to  helpe  her  was  none  other  thing. 

The  ring  that  neuerfaildherat  her  need, 

Made  her  cake  now  to  vanifh  out  of  fight. 

But  whither  that  it  were  for  want  of  heed. 

Or  that  the  fodaineffe  did  her  affright. 

Or  that  her  beaft  founderd  with  to  much  (peed. 
Or  that  fhe  did  determine  to  allight. 

Which  of  all  thefe  it  was  I cannot  tell. 

But  topfie  turuie  from  her  mare  fhe  fell. 

Had 
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Had  ftic  falln  (hortcr  jor  on  totlicr  iTde, 

In  likelihood  the  madman  had  her  caught, 

Which  ifhc  had, doubtlcs  flic  fliouldhaucdide; 

Bur  great  good  fortune  her  deliucrie  wrought. 
Now  for  an  other  bcaft  (he  muft  prouide. 

For  this  another  pafe  will  foonc  be  taught, 

Orlando  ftilldoth  her  purfue  lb  fall. 

That  needs  he  mull  ou’rget  her  at  the  laft. 

6s 

As  for  An^tllka  I take  no  care, 

I know  that  Ihe  a bcaft  long  wiD  not  lackc. 

But  rather  ftealc  one, as  flic  did  that  marc. 

That  now  in  madmans  hands  will  fulFer  wrackc. 
To  follow  her  Orlando  doth  not  Iparc, 

Tillhc  her  ftayd,and  kept  vpon  her  backe, 

Then  gallopt  he  as  long  as  Ihe  was  able. 

And  lets  her  reftjin  neither  field  nor  liable. 
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Vntill  at  laft  in  leapingou’r  a ditchc, 

Thepoore  marc  put  her  Ihouldcr  out  ofioynr, 
Hewith  his  fall,tookc  neither  arch  nor  ftitch. 

Nor  of  the  brufe  he  palTeth  not  a poynt-, 
Norfeckethhe  for  turpentine, or  pitch, 

The  poorc  beafts  brufed  members  to  annoynt. 
Though  he  might  fee  W this  fallhc  had  mard  her. 
Yet  fainche  would,flic  Ihouldhauc  borne  him 
6j  (farder. 

Ouid.  SiuMtum  At  laft  on  his  ownc  Ihowldcr  her  he  layd, 
femtl  irefagitta  bare  her  fo  about  an  arrow  Ihoot, 

pnjfafottjt.  Butfccling  then  that  Ihe  to  heauie  wayd. 

He  leadeth  her  and  lets  her  go  on  foot. 


She  limping  follows  him,  and  ftill  he  layd. 

Come  on  come  on, but  litlcdid  itboot, 

At  laft  to  make  her, her  flow  pafe  to  alter. 

About  his  right  Icggc  he  doth  ty c her  halter. 
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And  tcls  her  now  with  cafe  flic  follow  may. 

And  fo  to  harry  her  he  doth  begin. 

The  lharpe  Hones  lying  in  the  rugged  way. 

Fret  of  her  hair,  and  afterward  the  skin. 

The  beaft  mifufcd  thus,liucs  fcarce  a day: 
Orlando  hath  her  tyde  vnto  his  Ihinnc; 

He  fees  not,nor  he  knows  not  Ihe  is  ded. 

But  on  he  drawes  her  os  his  fork  led. 

^9 

And  fure  he  would  hauc  feru’d  her  fuch  a tuch, 

I mcanc  his  miftrcs,ifhe  could haue  caught  her. 
Had  not  thevertue  of  that  ring  been  fuch. 

As  how  to  walke  inuifible  it  taught  her: 
Aheurfedbethat  ring,  and  curft  as  much. 

Be  he  that  fo  vnluckylie  it  brought  her; 

Fife  fure  had  reuenged  then. 

Her  often  wrongs, to  him  and  other  men. 

70 

Yet  why  wilhl  this  curfeonher  alone? 

I would  the  like  might  hap  to  all  thekindc. 

For  in  a thoufand,good  there  is  not  one. 

All  be  fo  proud  vnthankfoll  and  vnkindc. 

With  flintie  harts,carclcire  of  others  mono. 

In  their  owne  luftes  carid  moll  headlong  blinde. 
But  more  herein  to  Ipcakc  1 am  forbidden, 
Somtime  for  faying  truth  one  may  be  chidden. 


Ottiido  »rte  am, 
Faliite  fallenitt 
ex  magna  fane 
frufanum  fust 

gtma. 

Veritas  odium 
fartt. Terence, 


MoralL  I n the  death  o/lfabcUa  U a notahle  example  of  chajlitie, which  I nwfi  conftffe  I haue  endemred  to  fet  forth  to  the  vtter- 

mofi  of  my  poore  shfU^of a Jpeciall  lout  and  reuerect  1 bare  to  the  narntyhaiiing  had  an  Ifabell  to  my  mother,  and fuch  an  Ua- 
fabell  iOs  if  nature  did  not  make  me  to  parciad  a praifer,!  would  boldlie  ajfirme(both  for  the  honorable  place  /he  liued  in , and 
for  the  yertuoiu fortflje  iyedin'^tobeworthie  to  whom  the  prophecie  in  tire  3 1 ./iajfe  of thn  ly.booke  may  be  worthylie  applied: 
As  abetter  penthen  mine,  approued  by  this  Epitaph  made  and  intytled  in  thUfort. 

A true  report  of  mi  fires  llabell  Harington,  Maiefliespriuie  chamber , written  by  a credible  perfon  that 

was  well  acquainted  with  her  conditions. 

A body  chaft,a  vertuous  mind,atempcrat  toung,an  humble  hart. 

Secret  and  wifc,faithfoll  and  kind,truc  without  guilc,mildc  without  art, 

A frend  to  pcace,a foe  to  ftrife,a  ^ot Icflc  mayd,a  mateWefle  wife. 

A nd  tints  much  for  the  name  o/IfabcUa.f  n Rodomon  te  We  may  fee  the  ejfeCls  of  itKonfiancie,fen/uaditie  and  drunk^es^ 
aU  which  end(^fer  the  mofipartyn fiuitlesrepentance. 

Hiftoric.  whereasthisfaElofirAbe^iitpreferredbeforethatefLvicvctiOiyWlnkflledherfelfey  afterjhewas de floured , I tUtdf 
that  no  man  can  iufiliemak^  arty  comparifon  betweene  them-,  for  tlx fiorie,  I will  not fiand  long  ypon  to  recite  it  being  fo  well 
itpsownejsut  refer  thefludiom  reader,eitlxr  to  Liuie  whowritsitinprofevericfaithfulHey  or  to  Ouid  dc  Faftis,  where  it  U 
alfo  recorded  rerie  VoeticaJUe  and  pajfiortatlie. 

Quidfaciat,pugnct?Yincetur  foemina  pugnans; 

Clamct  rat  in  dextra  qui  vetet  cnlis  crat. 

Aufogiat?pofitis  vrgentur  peftora  palmis. 

Turn  primum  externa  peftora  tafta  manu. 

Allegoric.  Some  perhaps  Willpikfapretie  Allegoric  in  the  confeflien  that  Ifabclla  made  , and  indeed  itUapretie  receit , ifitbe  well 
markpdilt  is  inthe  i ^.fiaffe.-anherbe  , which/henamed  not,{fuppofeit  to  be  trettiefolie  or  pretie follie)  min"ledwith  elder 
berry es  and rew, (which  maypgnifie fage  counfell  and  repentance)and firayned  between  harmles  hands  which  bctokgns  inrso- 
cencie,boyled  on  a fire  of  Cypres,  which  the  auncient  Romanes  yfed  at  funeralls,  and  therefore  may  be  taken  either for  death, 

I orperfecution,or  martyrdome:  this  confeElion  yfed  in  due  order  will  be  a good  Antidoton  or  medicim  , again/}  fire  attd  fword: 

ynderwhich  ufigni/ied,alltheperils  and  aduerfities  of  the  world. 

' Alliiflon.  T his  death  o/Tfabella  alludeth,or  indeed  is  mcerly  takpn  from  thelikp  example  of  one  Brafilla  ofDuraTg^  that  in  tlx  felfe 

fame  fort  deceaued  a fouldier}and  was  killed  her  felfe : as  Fornarius  noteth  at  large. 

! Here  end  the  notes  of  the  xxix.bookc. 
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THE  ARGVMENT. 

Stranqe  feates  by  mad  Orlando  are  atchteued^ 
Fierce  Mandrtcard  is  by  %ogero  jlatne: 

Himfelfe  fo  hurt,  that  all  the  campe  beheued. 

He  had  bene  dead  theformoH  of  the  twame: 

Hps  loue  with  his  long  ab fence  fire  is  grieued: 

'To  breake  his  word  hiswoundsdo  himconfirame: 
‘Ronaldo  with  his  kinsfolhe  and  his  fends. 

To  fit  his  Prince  at  libertie  entends. 
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anitr. 

i 

I . 


Thii  it 

noii4(_esthe^ 
taUit)9fthal 
whtchlx  fifj 
Pi  the  end  of  the 
tafl  Bnuhe. 
Simile. 


Heraee.Ke/eit 
•vox  mijfa  reuef. 
tu 


; SjmfatbyitiH 
effeh.os  much 
at  companion, 

\ or  feehap^ef  art. 
Others  mtferj. 


Hen  men  with  wrnthand 
fodaine  pangs  of  ire. 
Suffer  themfeliics  to  be 
orcwhelmd  & drcnvnd 
And  hotreuegey  burns 
like  flaming  fire, 
Moues  hearts  to  hurr,or 
tongs  or  bads  to  woud 
Though  after  to  amend 
it  thw  defire. 

Yet  place  ofpardonfeldome  can  be  found: 

Ah  (worthy  Ladies)  Idoyoubefeech, 
Topardonihat  my  former  foolifla  Ipecclx. 

For  I am  growne  like  a difeafed  man, 

That  when  he  findesby  phifickc  no  reliefe. 

And  now  no  more  with  patience  fuffer  can. 

The  burning  torture  of  his  lingring  griefe, 

Fa’ileth  to  raue  and  rage,  and  curffeand  ban, 
Blafpheming  God,  renouncing  his  beliefe: 

But  when  that  fi  t is  paft,  then  would  he  faine. 

But  ah  he  cannot  call  it  backe  againe . 

3 

Yet  Ladies  ofy  our  clemencies  I hope, 

Pittie  I fhail,  not  onely  pardon  findc, 

Although  1 fomwhat  fwarue  from  realbns  fcope, 
And  rafti  words  flow  from  vnaduifed  minde: 

She  onely  beare  the  blame  that  flayes  my  hope. 
And  for  true  feruice  fhewes  her  ftlfe  vnkinde: 
That  I did  fpeake  was  partly  of  compaffion, 
Withlympathy mou' doiOrlandos  paflion. 

4 

Who  (as  I partly  did  before  declare) 

In  monftrous  fort,lutuayd  Marjilios  raigne, 


And  wrought  great  wOjgreat  danger,&  great  care 
To  all  the  then  inhabitants  of  Spaine: 

I told  you  how  he  drew  the  filly  Mare, 

Tide  to  his  Icgg,  till  fhe  was  dead  with  paine: 

And  how  he  had  fb  fmall  fence  in  his  head. 

He  drew  her  after  him  when  fhe  was  dead. 

1 

But  comming  to  a great  deepe  running  water. 

He  was  conftraind  to  let  her  there  abide. 

And  (for  he  fwimmes  as  perfeft  as  an  Atter) 

He  quickly  paffed  to  the  tother  fide. 

Where  then  a hetdman  camehis  beafts  to  water, 
And  on  a curtail  he  himfelfe  did  ride : 

And  though  he  faw  the  m adman  and  did  view  him 
Yet  being  naked  he  would  not  efehew  him. 

6 

The  madman  praycth  him  that  he  svould  fpare 
His  horfe;  that  they  two  might  togither  cope: 

I left  (quoth  he)  on  tother  fide  my  marc. 

And  faft  about  her  necke  I left  a rope: 

I left  her  dcadj  but  yet  widi  heed  and  care. 

Of  her  rccouerie  there  is  good  hope : 

The  herdman  laugheth  at  his  fenceleffe  words. 
And  vnto  him  no  anfwcre  he  affoords. 

7 

Hoe  (faith  Orlando)  fellow,  doft  not  heare? 

I muft  thy  curtail  hauc,  thou  needft  net  laffe: 
And  with  that  word  approching  fomwhat  ncare. 
The  crabbed  herdman  with  a crabti  ee  ftaffe, 

G auc  him  a baftinado  on  his  earc, 

Which  put  the  mad  Erie  into  fuch  a chafe. 

That  with  his  fift  he  m.adc  the  herdman  rcele. 
Till  paine  it  felfe  made  him  no  paine  to  feele. 
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This  done  he  leapeth  on  the  horfes  backc. 

And  at  aduenture  on  he  takes  his  wayj 
Where  car  he  comes  he  putteth  all  to  wracke. 
His  horfe  taftes  neither  prouender  nor  hay: 

But  though  this  tyrd,a  horfe  he  niay  not  lacke. 
The  next  he  meets  by  force  he  takes  away: 

To  ftriuc  with  him  it  was  bu  t little  bootc. 

He  is  refolued  not  to  go  a Foote. 
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He  paflethtothe  ftraites  ofZibeltarj 
Or  Zibclterra  (call  it  which  you  will) 

And  as  he  went,  with  force  of  open  war, 

Townes  he  didburnc,and  all  the  dwellers  killj 
Ten  ycares  will  hardly  make  that  he  would  mar. 
Within  one  houre,  and  thus  he  traueld  ftill. 

Till  on  a day,riding  vpon  the  fand, 

He  law  a Ihip  new  loofed  from  the  land. 

lO 

The  aire  was  cleare  and  mild,  and  calme  the  wether. 
And  certaine  gentlefolke  had  hyr’d  the  barke, 
Meaningto  take  their  follace  there  togithcr. 

And  to  returne  againc  cr  it  were  darke: 

The  madman  cries  hoe  firs  let  me  come  thither: 
His  dccdsjhis  words,thcy  neither  mark  nor  harke. 
Or  if  they  did, you  may  be  fure  they  thought. 
They  would  not  comberd  be  with  fuch  a fraught. 

II 

Re  hallows  after  them,  and  whop  es  and  hayles. 

To  haue  them  ftay,and  W faire  words  doth  wo  the. 
Glad  might  tliey  be  they  went  with  oars&fayls. 
For  might  he  comcj  he  furcly  would  vndoe  them. 
The  foole  that  fees  how  fmall  his  fpeech  prcuayls. 
Beats  on  hishorfe,and  meanes  to  ride  vnto  them: 
In  vaine  his  horfe  would  Ihun  this  hard  aduentcr. 
But  he  perforce  makes  him  the  feato  enter. 

12, 

Firft  he  his  feete  doth  wet,  and  then  his  knees. 

After  his  belly,  after  that  his  backe. 

Now  aboue  water  fcant  his  nofe  one  fees. 

And  ft  ill  he  lay  cs  him  onj  poore  horfe  alacke. 
Either  in  thefc  deepe  Teas  his  life  muft  leefe. 

Or  fwim  to  Affrickc  er  he  can  tume  backe : 

At  laft  with  fwimming  tyrd,  with  water  cloyd. 

His  belly  fild,  till  limbs  oflife  were  void. 

The  horle  vnto  the  bottome  quickly  funcke. 

And  had  for  company  his  burthen  drownd. 

If  Fortune  thathelpesfrantikc  men  and  drunke. 
Had  not  him  fafe  conuaid  to  Afthke  ground: 
Orlando  at  the  daunger  ncuer  fhrunke. 

But  to  the  Ihore  he  fwam  both  fafe  and  found: 
Happie  it  was  the  feas  were  then  fo  ftill, 

Elfc  had  the  Erie  bin  drownd  for  all  his  skill . 

14 

Now  being  fafe  arriued  at  the  fliorc, 

Neare  Setta  ftrayt  he  ranged  ou’r  the  coft. 

And  did  fiich  deeds  as  he  had  done  before. 

On  tother  fide  to  many  poore  mens  coftj 
At  laft  he  came  where  as  he  found  great  ftore. 

Of  warlike  weapons,and  a mightie  hoft: 

But  how  with  them  this  madman  difagrced, 

I may  not  in  this  bodcc  to  tell  proceed. 


If 

And  further  how  Angelica  the  faire, 

Met  with  her  loue  againc,  & what  a Lord 
He  grew,  by  matching  with  fo  great  an  haire. 
Lining  with  her  in  loue  and  fweet  accord, 
(Although  in  byrth  an  vnfit  matched  paire) 

I leaue  forothers  Mufes  to  record: 

For  now  I muft  addrclTe  my  fclfe  to  tell. 

What  happs  in^gramantes  cAmj^c  befell. 

16 

I told  you  two  books  paft,  or  thereabout. 

How  Mandrkard  was  Doralyces  choife: 

And  how  in  face  of  all  the  Pagan  rout. 

She  gauc;fidoomc,thatmadehim  muchreioyce. 
For  (he  was  deemd  for  beautie  (out  of  doubt) 
The  beft  in  Europ  by  the  common  voice: 

Chiefly  fince  faire  Singelka  was  fled, 

And  worthy loft  her  hed. 

17 

But  yet  this  plcafiire  was  not  fo  enty re. 

But  that  it  fawced  was  with  Ibme  annoy. 

For  wrath  and  enuie  fet  his  heart  on  fire. 

And  much  abated  ofhis  prefent  ioy : 

It  Ipy ts  him  that  B^gero  dare  afpirc 
To  giue  his  coat,being  a berdleffe  boy: 

And  funher  that  the  king  of  Sericanc, 

Should  openly  lay  claime  to  Durindanc. 

18 

And  firft  B^gero  will  by  no  meaneyeeld. 

By  no  intreatic/ior  by  no  requeft. 

That  Mandricard  fhould  carric  that  lame  Iheeld, 
Which  had  the  Argent  Eagle  in  the  creft. 

Except  he  firft  could  win  it  in  the  feeld: 

On  tocher  fide  Gradaffo  doth  not  reft, 

But  he  will  be  the  firft  to  trie  by  fight. 

Which  of  them  two  hath  to  the  fword  moft  right, 

19 

^gramant  and  Marjilio  tooke  great  paiiie. 

In  all  or  part  thefe  quarrels  to  appeafe. 

But  when  they  6w  their  labour  was  in  vaine. 

To  goueme  orperfwade  with  one  of  thefc. 
Fortune  (quoth  ./#^4Wtf»f)fhall  make  that  plaine. 
For  which  you  ftriue,&  cu’n  as  chance  flialpleafc 
So  let  it  be,  and  let  fome  lots  be  caft. 

Which  two  of  three,lhaU  fight  the  firft  or  laft. 

20 

And  yet  this  iuft  requeft  denie  me  not. 

Before  the  matter  any  further  goth, 

(Though  now  you  be  fo  violent  and  hot. 

That  Ipeech  of  peace  and  all  accord  you  loth) 
Graunt  me  that  who  lhall  combat  firft  by  lot, 
Leefing  may  leefe,  winning  may  win  for  both: 

This  motion,  moft  indifferent  muft  feeme, 

Sith  both  their  vallews  equall  we  eftceme, 
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Neither  of  them  this  motion  do  miflike. 

And  ftraighc  GradaJJos  and  name, 

Vpon  two  fcrowles  were  writ  fo  palling  like. 

You  would  haue  iudgd  them  both  to  be  the  fame: 
This  done  a boy  fourteene  yeare  old  they  pike. 

To  draw  the  lot,and  he  that  firft  out  came: 

Muft  fight  with  Mandricard^and  make  it  knowne. 
He  fights  for  tothers  title  andhisownc. 

When 


Then  it  no  men 

of^ageltcain 

tbitwori^e. 
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When  on  this  order  all  parts  were  agreed, 

The  lot  to  fii;ht  vpon  fell. 

Which  hap  great  griefe  did  in  Cradaffo  breed. 
Although  inftiew  hefeemdto  take  it  well: 
Contrariwife  it  did  all  toy  exceed, 

T he  ioy  l{ogero  had,  it  lb  befell : 

Sowell  ofhis  owne  vallcw  he  belieued. 

He  ioyd  at  that,  at  which  the  tothcr  grieued. 

But  yet  Griiddjjo  doth  with  great  regard, 

Fauour  and  further  good  Kggeros  fide, 
Andlhewcthhimhowhcmuftlic  toward 
A comming  blow,how  he  may  flip  afide ; 

How  for  a thruft  he  may  be  beft  prepard: 

Which  blowesbe  firme, and  which  bcfalflfide. 
When  beft  time  is  to  follow  thruft  or  blow: 

How  one  may  beft  take  vantage  ofhis  foCi 
i4 

The  reft  of that  fame  day  that  did  remaine. 

After  this  order  tane  by  calling  lots, 

They  fpent  as  pleafed  each  mans  pleafing  vainCj 
In  talke,orbanquetting,or  tofting  pots: 

To  fee  this  fight  the  people  glad  andfaine, 
Clammer  the  fcalFolds, gazing  llill  like  fots. 

Some  for  defire  do  come  by  breake  of  day. 

And  fomc  all  night  within  the  place  do  ftay. 

Thus  (as  I fay)thefe  Ample  fooles  do  long, 

To  fee  the  combat  thefe  brauc  knights  betwixt. 
And  blame  the  ftay,and  thinkc  the  time  to  long, 
That  for  the  lame  the  Hcrralds  hadprefixt : 

But  fober  men  that  knew  what  did  belong 
To  fuch  exploits, whole  wifer  heads  were  fixt. 

On  publike  good,  this  quarrell  much  lament. 

And  traucld  all  they  can  it  to  preuent. 
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Chiefly  Marfilio  mASobrino  lage, 

Aduile  king  .Aff-amant  to  ftay  the  fight. 

And  thefe  fame  champions  furie  to  aflwage. 

And  to  take  vp  the  quarrell  if  they  might: 
Forewarning  him  when  he  mull  battell  wage. 
With  Charles  ofFrance,the  loflc  of  one  fuch  knight 
Will  do  him  greater  hurt  and  damage  then. 

Then  would  the  lofle  of  thoufands  other  men; 
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jigramant  knew  that  all  was  true  they  Ipake, 
Andfaine  he  would  their  counfell  wife  obay, 

But  could  not  tell  his  graunt  how  to  rcuoke: 
Onely  he  doth  in  courteous  fort  them  pray. 

That  he  may  ftrike  with  them  fo  great  a llroke. 
Either  to  end  or  to  defer  their  fray; 

And  yeeld  the  rather  vnto  this  perfwafion, 
Becaufc  it  rofe  vpon  fo  light  occafion. 
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Or  if  they  did  efteeme  fuch  toyes  fo  far, 

As  though  they  were  matters  of  true  renowne; 
That  yet  they  would  the  fight  fo  long  defar, 

Vntill  the  lonne  ofVipen  wereputdowne; 

And  till  they  conquerd  had  the  Realme  by  war. 
And  tane  frofti  him  his  mantle  and  his  crownc: 
This  motion  had  in  likelihood  taken  place, 

Saue  each  thought  firft  confent  would  be  ^Igrace 
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But  aboue  all,  and  more  then  all  the  reft, 

Thar  in  this  Ibrt  their  Ijicech  in  vaine  had  Ipcnt: 
Fairc  Doralyce  dbth  Mandrkard  requeft. 

That  to  the  kings  defire  he  would  aflent : 

She  doth  exhort  jintreat,  perfwadc,  proteft. 

She  doth  complainc,  and  languifli,  and  lament: 
To  thinkc  that  by  his  oucr  haftie  cholor,' 

She  ftill  muftliuc  m anguifti  and  in  dolor. 
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How  can  I hopc(faid  ihe)  that  ear  Ilhall, 

Line  any  hourc  in  follace  and  in  ioy  ? 

When  ftill  I fee  you  readie  be  to  brail. 

With  eu’ric  man,for  eu’ric  trifling  toy : 

K^domonts  foile  doth  me  no  good  at  all. 

My  choyce  of  you  hath  bred  my  more  annoy: 

To  end  that  quarrell,  ah  what  did  it  boot? 

Sith  ftraight  another  quarrell  is  on  foot. 
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I fimple  foolc,  in  mind  was  proud  and  glad, 
ThatfuchaPrince,fo  brauc  a man  as  you. 

For  loue  of  me  his  whole  ftate  v enterd  had; 

But  now  1 finde  by  this  that  doth  enfew, 
Thatlhadfar  more  rcafon  to  be  fad, 

Sith  each  light  caufc,likc  daunger  doth  renew: 
And  not  my  loue,  but  your  owne  natiue  furie. 
To  bide  fuch  hard  aduentures  did  procure  yee. 

But  if  your  loue  be  fuch  as  in  your  fpeech. 

You  do  profefle,  and  in  your  open  (how: 

Then  by  that  loue  humblic  I you  befecch. 

And  by  that  fancie  which  to  well  I know. 

Doth  eu’n  my  heart  and  foulc  with  loue  bewitch; 
Let  not  this  quarrell  any  further  grow: 

I fee  not  why  it  (hould  you  fo  moled, 
TofeeyourEaglcinanothers  creft. 

If  needs  you  will  attempt  this  hardie  fear. 

And  venter  life  vpon  a thing  lo  vaine; 

The  hazard  that  you  make  miift  needs  be  great. 
But  noncjor  veriefmall  can  be  the  gaine : 

But  if  that  fortune  chaunge  her  fickle  feat, 
Thinke  then,  6 thinkc,  what  woe  (hall  I fuftaine? 
There  neuer  yet  was  Emperor  or  king, 

Could  boaft  that  he  had  Fortune  in  a firing, 
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But  if  that  life  be  vnto  you  leflTedeare, 

Then  is  a painted  bird  vpon  a (heeld; 

Yctfor  my  fake,  whom  it  doth  touch  more  nearc. 
Let  me  intreat  you  to  this  motion  yeeld: 

Ifyou  were  flainc,  what  ioy  could  1 haue  hearc? 
Death  foie  fr6wo,both  could  & (hould  me  (heeld 
Nor  feare  I death,  onely  my  griefe  would  bee  , 
Before  my  death  thy  wofuU  end  to  fee. 
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Thus  earncftly  faire  Dorafycee  dele. 

All  that  fame  night,  as  in  his  armeslhelyes. 

And  as  (he  (pake,  tearcs  did  diftill  and  melt, 

In  criftall  watrie  ftreames,downe  from  her  eyes: 
The  Tartar  thatno  little  paCTion  f«lt. 

To  comfort  her  faith  all  he  can  deuife:  ' (kilTe; 
And  wipes  her  chcckes,'and  her  fwcet  lippes  doth 
Weeping  for  company ,and  anfwcrs  this. 


Deralycesfpeecf} 
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Maadneord 
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l>Uttirkardi  Ah  do  not  gricuc  thy  fclfe  fo  fot^(my  dcare) 
tnfwcre.  Ah  do  not  gricuc  tliy  felfc  for  fuch  a toy. 

Pluck  vp  thy  IprightSjand  be  of  better  chearc. 
There  is  no  caufe  of  fearc  mine  onely  ioy; 

No  though  that  all  the  kings  and  captaines  here. 
Had  fworne  my  death, and  vowed  mine  annoy  ; 
Yet  all  thekings  and  captains  1 would  vanquifh. 
Why  then  fliouldyou  caufles  in  forrow  languifh? 
37 

Did  not  I with  a trunchen  of  a Ipearc, 

(You  know  your  felfe  whether  I fay  the  truth) 
Hauingno  fword  nor  other  weapon  thearc. 

Win  you  from  all  your  gard  ? and  fhall  ayouth, 

A beardlelfe  boy, caufe  you  my  fafcic  fearc. 

And  breed  in  you  fo  vnaduifed  ruth  ? 

Well  miglit  you  deeme  I were  a daftard  lout. 

If  of  P^"ero  1 fhould  ftand  in  doubt. 
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though  vnto  lus  griefe  and  (hame. 

Yet  if one  aske  him  can  it  notgaincfay. 

That  whenhelaft  vnto  Soiya  came, 

I met  and  tooke  him  prifner  by  the  way, 

Yetheys  of  another  manner  fame. 

Then  is  f^ero,  you  your  fclfe  wiil  lay: 

1 had  him  there  a prifner  at  my  will. 

And  if  1 lifted  might  hail  e kept  him  ftilK 

And  Icaft  I fhould  of  this  good  witnes  want, 

Befidc  Gradaffoy  there  be  hunderds  more. 

Namely  your  Ifclyr ^and  Safrapant, 

whom  I fetfree  and  had  great  thanks  therefore: 

Alfb  the  famous  Griffin  and^5»*^<*«f, 

That  there  were  taken,but  few  day  es  before: 
With  diuerfe  more  both  Turkifh  and  baptifcd. 
That  by  my  force  were  taken  and  lurprifed. 
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Their  wonder  in  thole  countries  ftill  doth  laft. 

Of  that  great  vallew  I that  time  did  fhow, 
Andfhouldl  now  a doubt  or  peril!  caft? 

Am  I in  greater  daungernowyou  trow? 

Shall  one  young  youth  me  hand  to  hand  agaft? 
Shall  I now  doubt  his  forccjor  fearc  his  blow? 
NowhauingDurindanaby  my  fide, 

And  He&ors  armour  on  my  backe  belide? 
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Why  did  not  I,  as  pointed  was  by  lot. 

With  Pndomont  firft  bloudie  battell  wage? 

That  by  his  ill  fucccflc  you  might  forewor. 

The  fpeedie  end  of  this  young  forrie  page : 

Dric  vp  thefe  tc:u‘cs(my  deare)and bring  me  not. 
Before  the  combat  fuch  an  ill  prefage: 

Nor  thinke  an  Eagle  on  a target  painted, 

Moues  me  hereto,  but  doubt  of  honour  tainted. 
41 

Thus  much  faidhc , but  fhc  fuch  anfwerc  made  him. 
With  words  exprefling  fuch  a louing  monc. 

As  were  not  onely  able  to  petfwade  him, 

But  mighc(I  thinke)  haue  mou'd  a marble  ftone: 
The  force  was  great  wherwith  (he  did  inuade  him 
In  fine  fbfarrcfhe  conquers  him  alone. 

He  graunts  thus  fan  e to  be  at  her  deuotion, 
ifpeacebeofterd,  to  accept  the  motion. 


Tbty  piy  in  Utin 
Mali  ominatu 
fartiu  varbn. 


Andlb  I thinke  indeed  he  would  haue  done. 

Had  not  early  in  the  morne, 

Rifcn  before  the  riling  of  the  funne. 

And  enterd  in  the  lyfts,  and  blowne  his  home. 
To  ftiew  that  he  the  battell  would  not  fhunne, 
And  that  byrdbyhim  was  iuftly  borne: 
Which  either  he  will  carric  on  his  fhicld. 

Or  clfe  willleauc  h<s  carkas  in  the  field. 
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Now  when  the  Tartar  fierce  did  hearc  that  found, 
Andthathis  men  thercofhad  brought  him  word: 
He  thinks  great  fhamc  fliould  vnto  him  redound. 
If  any  trcatie  he  of  peace  afford  : (round, 

Arme  arme  he  cries,  and  ftraight  heatmcshira 
And  by  his  fide  he  hangs  his  truftic  fword: 

And  in  his  countenance  he  Icokes  fo  grim, 

Scarfc  Hortdyce'ti&x  fclfe  dares  fpcake  to  him. 


Armd  at  all  pieces  vp  he  gets  in  haft. 

And  that  fame  gallant  courfer  he  beftrids. 

That  was  that  Chriften  champions  in  times  paft. 
Who  now  doth  ninnc  his  wit  and  fence  bcfidcs : 
And  thus  he  comes  vnto  the  lyfts  at  laft. 

The  place  that  all  fach  quarrels  ftill  defeids: 

The  king  and  all  his  court  foonc  after  came. 

And  now  ear  long  begins  the  bloudie  game. 
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Now  on  their  heads  their  helmets  arc  made  faft. 
Now  are  their  Lances  put  into  their  hands. 

Now  was  the  token  giu’n  by  trumpets  blaft, 
Which  both  the  horfe  and  horfeman  vndcrftands; 
Now  in  a full  carryre  they  gallop  faft. 

And  cither  ftrongly  to  his  tackle  ftands: 

Now  with  fuch  force  the  tone  the  tother  ftrake. 
As  though  thatheau’n  did  fall,  or  earth  did  fhakc, 
47 

The  Argent  Eagle  comes  on  cither  fide. 

With  wings  difplaid  on  cither  captaines  fheeld. 
That  byrd  which  lone  (men  fay)  was  fecne  to  ride 
(Though  better  wingd)  ou’r  the  Thcffalian  feeld: 
As  for  their  mightie  ftrength  and  courage  tride. 
Their  maflie  fpcares  fufficient  witneffe  yccld; 

Nor  fturd  they  more  w thofe  tempeftuous  knocks 
Then  wind  fturs  towrcs,or  waues  do  ftur  y rocks. 
48 

The  fplinters  of  the  fpeares  flew  to  the  skie, 

(As  writeth  that  was  prefent  there) 

And  were  on  fire  by  hatting  bin  fo  nie, 
Vntothcfcorchingofthefierie  Spheare : 

The  champions  out  their  fwords  draw  by  and  by. 
As  thofe  that  neither  fword  nor  fire  do  fearc. 

And  either  thrufteth  at  the  tothers  face. 

And  fcckes  by  force  the  tocher  to  difplacc. 
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They  ncuer  fought  to  hurt  each  others  fteed. 

Not  th^tthey  made  togitherfuch  accord. 

But  that  they  deemd  it  an  vnworthy  deed. 

Not  worthy  of  a worthy  knight  or  Lord; 

Ofbafe  reuenge  they  count  that  ad  proceed. 
And  meete  of  noble  minds  to  be  abhord; 

So  that  in  thofe  dayes  none  were  knownc  to  kill 
A horfe,  except  it  were  againft  his  will. 
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Vpon  their  vizers  both  do  ftrike  at  once, 

And  though  the  fame  were  firmc  & plated  double 
As  being  made  of  proofc  and  for  the  nonce, 

Yet  did  the  force  offuchfcll  ftrokes  them  troublej 
And  ftill  tlicy  lay  on  load  as  thickc  as  ftones 
Of  haile,  that  often  turne  the  come  to  ftoble : 
Nccdlcfle  I thinke  it  further  to  alleadgc. 

If  they  haue  ftrengthjor  if  their  fwords  hauc  edge. 

yi 

Yet  long  they  fought  togitherin  that  field, 

Ear  any  figne  of  any  Wow  was  left. 

Such  warie  heed  each  tookc  himfelfe  to  (hield: 
But  Durindan  at  laft  fell  with  fuch  heft. 

Full  on  the  circle  of  ^geros  fliield, 

Thathalfe  way  tlirough  the  Argent  byrd  it  cleft, 
Andpietft  the  cote  of  male  that  was  within. 

And  toundapaflage  to  the  veric  skin. 

yi 

The  cruel!  blow  made  many  hearts  full  cold. 

Of  fuch  ns  wiflit  well  to  Imogens  part. 

For  moft  of  thofe  that  flood  by  to  behold, 
Fauourd  in  {heir  mind  and  hart. 

So  that  afore  to  fay  one  might  be  bold, 

Iffortune  follow  would  the  greater  parr, 
Mandriciird  fliould  be  flainc,or  clfe  fliouldyceld. 
So  that  this  blow  offended  halfe  the  field. 
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Butfurely  fome  good  Angell  (I  beleeuc) 

The  force  of  this  lb  fearfull  flroke  abated, 

T{pgcro  though  the  wound  him  fomwhat  greeue, 
Yetwas  his  mynd  therwith  no  whitamated. 

Great  vruric he  mindeth  him  to  giue: 

And  that  theftrife  may  quickly  be  debated. 
Frankly  he  flrikes  with  his  whole  force  and  might. 
Full  on  the  helmet  of  the  Tartar  knight. 
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With  lb  great  force  and  furie  came  the  blow. 

As  to  the  teeth  no  doubt  had  clouen  his  hed, 
Sauing  by  what  mifliap  I do  not  know. 

But  want  of  hecd,that  to  much  halt  had  bred, 

1 1 lighted  flatlmg  on  him,elfe  1 trow. 

That  flroke  alone  had  him  molt  furely  fped. 

But  as  it  was  it  made  his  head  foidle. 

He  opend  both  his  hands  .and  loofd  his  bridle. 
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Good  Brigliadore  that  felt  the  flacked  rainc, 

(Mourning  I thinke  flill  for  his  maflers  chaunge) 
Ran  vp  anddowne  atrandon  on  thcplaine, 
Hisfencelcffe  rider  fuffringhim  toraungc: 

Who  when  he  came  vnto  him  felfe  againc, 

Stmile.  ' And  faw  his  horfe  running  a courlc  fo  flraunge, 
Similt.  A Ipurned  viper  hath  not  fo  much  wrath, 

wounded  Lyon,  as  the  Tartar  hath. 

twHidra,  5^ 

He  claps  the  fpurs  to  Brigliadoros  fide. 

And  on  his  flit  ops  he  him  felfe  aduaunces, 

And  to  his  foe  with  furie  he  doth  ride. 

And  vpon  high, his  right  armchc  enhaunccs 
To  flrike  a blow  j but  when  I^pgero  fpide, 

His  arme  ly  ope,  as  oft  in  fight  it  chaunces. 

He  chopt  his  Iwords  point  vnder  tothers  arme. 
Pulling  it  out  with  blood  both  wet  and  warme. 


»45 

By  which  he  did  not  only  maime  his  foe. 

Letting  him  bloud  vpon  fo  Large  a vaine. 

But  bated  much  thcfiiricof  the  bloc. 

Which  notwithftanding,fcll  with  force  fo  maync, 

As  niadc  B^gero  flagger  to  and  fro. 

And  mazd  his  head jand  dazd  his  eyes  with  payncj 
And  much  it  was  that  time  for  his  behoofe. 

To  hauc  his  helmet  of  fo  good  a ptobfe. 
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But’hauingnow  againc  recouerd  force. 

And  as  it  were  new  wakned  from  his  dreame  , 

Toward  the  Tartar  Prince  he  tumd  his  horfe. 

And  on  his  thigh  he  flrikes  with  flregth  extreame 
That  through  the  flcclc  he  did  the  fword  enforce". 

Out  fpins  the  blood  in  a vcrmillion  flreame, 

Nou^t  could  auailc  Heflors  enchaunted  armes, 

Againfl  this  fword  temperdwith  flrogcr  charmes. 

59 

The  Tartar  feeling, to  his  great  difeafe. 

His  body  wounded, as  he  litlc  thought. 

Raged  as  terrible  as  do  the  leas,  Siffiile, 

With  higheft  winds  & flrongeft  tepefls  wrought: 

He  curleth  heauens,his  finarting  pange  to  cale. 

The  Ihield  that  had  the  bird  for  which  he  fought. 

Away  he  hurletli  from  him  for  the  nonce. 

And  to  his  fword,he  fets  both  hands  at  once. 
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Ah(quoth  ^ogero)to  plainc  triall  this  is. 

That  to  that  Eagle  thou  no  title  hafl. 

That  firfl  didfl  with  thy  fword  cut  mine  inpceccs 
And  now  thine  own  away  from  thee  doft  caft; 

Thus  much  faid  hc,buc  whatlbeucr  he  fes. 

He  mufl  the  force  of  Durindana  raft. 

Which  fell  vpon  his  forhead  with  fuch  might, 

A mountaine  might  hauc  feemd  to  fall  as  light. 
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I fay  the  blow  vpon  his  forhead  fell. 

But  yet  his  beauer  fau’d  it  from  his  face, 
ithappend  at  that  time  for  him  full  well. 

That  in  the  hollow  there  was  lb  much  (pace; 

Yet  harmleffe  quite  to  flap  c him  not  befell. 

For  why  the  fword  that  cuer  cuts  apace. 

Pierced  his  plated  fadle,  andbelide 
Entcrd  an  inch  into  B^gcros  fide. 
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Thus  each  with  crimfenhad  his  armor  dyde. 

And  blood  did  flreame  from  both  a double  way. 

Yet  hitherto  it  could  not  be  diftryde. 

On  whither  fidc,ballance  of  chaunce  would  fway; 

At  lafl  Bsgero  doth  that  doubt  defeyde. 

With  that  fame  fword,that  euer  home  doth  pay. 

And  where  the  tothers  target  wants,  there  iuft 
J{ogcro  pays  him  with  a Ipecding  thruft. 

^3 

Thcbladc,gainfl  whichprcuayles  no  Magick  art. 

His  curates  pierfl,arid  ribbs  andflefli  it  tore. 

And  found  apaffage  to  the  naked  hart: 

Now  mufl  the  Tartar  Prince  for  euermore. 

In  fwoord  and  painted  fliield  forfakc  his  parr. 

Nor  only  fb,but  that' which  greeucs  him  more^ 

He  mufl  forfake,his  much  bcloucd  wife. 

More  loued  honour, and  moft  loued  life. 
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The  wretch  yet  vnrciicnged  did  not  dye^ 

But  gaue  hard  rccompencc  cr  he  departed, 

Ac  good  Hsgeros  head  he  doth  let  fly. 

And  had(nodoubt)the  fame  in  fonder  parted, 
Sauc  that  his  arme  was  maymd,and  fo  thcarby, 
Much  of  his  force  from  thence  had  bin  diuarced. 
Much  ofhis  force  diuerted  was  fom  thence 
Bcfore,whenfor  his  arme  he  wanted  fence. 

But  as  it  was  yet  to  to  hard  it  fell. 

And  caufd  the  noble  knight  great  painc  to  fccle; 
His  helmet  it  did  clcauc  though  plated  well. 

And  made  forproofc  of  tough  well  tcmpcrdfteclc 
Yet  in  the  very  fcull  it  clone  a fpcll 
Two  fingers  deep , and  made  him  backward  reclej 
Backward  hefalls,fhe  paine  was  fo  exceeding. 
With  grcuous  Woud  his  hed  moft  frcfhly  bleeding. 
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Jitgo-o  was  die  firft  that  tumbled  downc, 

And  Mandricardo  fell  a good  while  after. 

All  thought  I{ogero  dead,bccaufc  his  crownC 
Still  bledd,but  chiefly  StordiUnos  daughter 
loycsjthather  fpoufe  had  wonn  this  fights  renown 
Now  hopes  fire, (he  (hall  tumc  her  teares  to  lafFcer 
And  as  (he  thought,(uch  was  the  common  voyce. 
So  that  the  Tartars  frends  did  all  rcioyce, 
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But  when  there  did  appeare  by  certain  fignes. 

The  line  liian  lining, and  the  dead  man  fiayne « 
Then  wrings  her  hands  and  whyns. 

And  griefe  came  therc,and  comfort  here  agaync: 
The  chiefeft  parc,whofe  fauour  all  enclyns 
Vntoi^_5er£),arefuU  glad  andfaync. 

And  gi  aculat  his  good  fuccc(re,and  grace  him, 
And  runne  to  him,&  in  their  armes  imbrace  him. 

68 

Nor  was  this  (how  of  loue3di(rimulation. 

But  true  vnfaincd  kindne(re,and  good  faith, 

Only  Gradajfos  faint  congratulation. 

Makes  mcnfurmire,hc  thinks  not  as  he  faithj 
He  fecredic  enuies  fuch  reputation. 

Though  oiftwardlie  the  flatterer  he  plai’th. 
Curling  it(wcrc  it  deftinie  or  chaunce) 

That  to  this  enterprife  did  him  aduauncc. 

'Qvx.AgTitmMt  that  euer  did  before. 

Do  him  great  honour,and  him  well  eftceme. 

Now  he  doth  him  admire,  cxtoll, adore. 

So  highlie  ofhis  vallcw  he  dodi  deeme; 

In  him  alone  he  putts  affiaunce  more, 

Then  all  his  camp  tcgicher,ic  (hould  Iceme, 

Now  that  the  feede  of  ^grycane  was  fpent. 

And  }\odoment  gone  thence  a mallcontent. 
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What  (houldl  tell  the  prayfe  that  many  a Lady, 
Gaue  of  this  knight, of  Affrike  and  of  Spaine? 
Who  knew  that  Mandricardo  was  no  baby. 

And  faw  him  now, by  this  mans  vallew  flayrtc: 

Yea  doleful!  Doralyce  her  felfe  (it  may  be) 

Saue  that  for  modeftie  fhe  muft  refrayne. 

Would  haue bene  moued  with  a fmall  reejueft, 

Tolpeake  as  well  of  him, as  did  the  reft. 
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I fay  it  may  be,but  I cannot  tell. 

For  why  before  vnconftantlhe  was  prouedj 
And  fure  l{pgeros  parts  did  fo  exccll, 

As  any  Lady  doubclclfe  mighr  hauemoued; 
While  tother  liu’d,pcrhap  (he  like  him  well, 
Buenow  tofeeke  anew  it  herbehoued. 

Such  one  as  fhe  herfelfe  might  able  warrant. 

To  ride  both  day  and  nightlic  on  her  arrant. 

7i 

Now  brought  the  king  I{cgero  with  great  care. 

To  hisowntentjthat  there  he  may  be  cured. 

The  bell  Phificions  thither  fciit  for  arc, 

Tofcarch  his  wouds,  they  ftraighc his  life  affured: 
The  (hecid  and  armes  that  Mandtictfrdo  bare. 

The  which  this  bloodie  battell  firftprocured. 

All  faue  the  fwordjthat  was  GradaJJos  right. 

Were  hangd  vp  by  his  beds  head  diat  fame  night, 
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Howbeit,that  braue  courfer  Brigliadore, 

I{ogero  needs  would  gcuc  vnto  the  king, 

W ho  tooke  it  thankcfully,and  fet  more  (lore, 

By  that  fame  fteed,then  any  fuch  like  thing: 

But  hereof  now  a while  I treat  no  more, 

Firft  you  mufl  heare  what  ncwes,thc  may  d did 
(Imeancff)f/’/>i*/M)tohcr  miftres  dcare,  (bring. 
Whom  louchadmadetobe  ofheauiechcarc. 
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She  told  her  firft  what  hap  to  her  befell. 

How  by  a Turke,Frontine  was  tane  away: 

And  after,how  (he  found  at  Merlins  well 
i(iV/»4r</o,and  I^ogero  that  fame  day, 

To  whom  flic  did  her  hard  aduenture  tell. 

And  how  went  with  her  ftraight  way. 

To  win  the  horfe  out  of  the  Pagans  fill. 

But  at  that  feafonhc  his  purpolcmift. 

71 

Alfo  (he  told  to  Bradamant  the  caufc. 

Why  her  deare  loue  him  felfe  did  now  abfent. 
Who  promift  herjafter  a litlc  pawfc. 

He  would  her  minde  moft  throrowlie  content: 

In  fine  Hyppalca  from  her  bofomc  drawes. 

That  letter,that  was  to  her  miftres  fent, 

Who  fo  much  lelTe  did  feeme  to  like  the  letter, 
Bccaufe  (he  would  haue  hkt  his  prefence  better. 
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For  fich  before  (he  did  him  felfe  expeft. 

Now  in  his  ftccd,papcr  to  haue  and  inke. 

It  caufed  her  to  fcare  and  to  fiilpcft, 

And  made  fomc  doubts  into  her  thoughts  to  finkc 
Yet  like  (he  well  the  fcnce,and  the  efFeft, 

And  kilTt  the  letter  ofc,and  fure  I thinkc. 

Had  bumd  it  with  theheat  of  her  defire, 

Saue  that  the  tears  (he  (hed,  did  quench  that  fire. 

77 

She  red  the  writing  ou*r,fiue  timcs,or  fix, 

Thewords,y  phrafcjthe  fence  pleafd  her  fo  well: 
And  then  foe  made  the  mayd,each  time  betwix. 
The  meftage  that  fent  to  tell: 

And  faue  he  did  fo  (hort  atime  prefix 
To  come  toher.and  ay  withher  to  dwell, 

1 thinke  foe  neuer  would  haue  ccafed  mourning. 

Till  fhe  had  focn  or  hc^d  ofhis  returning. 
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l^ogrt-9  to  Hipl^alca  promifthad, 

FifteencjOr  twcntie  dayes  at  moft  to  ftay. 

And  her,  to  tell  her  miftrefle  fo  he  bad. 

Swearing  he  will  come  fooner  if  he  may: 

But  nearthclefle  good  Bradamant  is  fad, 

Doubting  fomc  chance  that  may  prologthat  day. 
All  things  (faid  flie)  to  fortune  are  fubieded. 
Chiefly  in  wanes  that  are  by  chaunce  direfted. 

79 

Ay  (my  %^ro)  who  could  once  hauc  thought  j 
Sith  I more  then  my  felfe  efteemed  thee. 

That  thou  by  any  means  couldft  hauebin  brought 
To  beare  thy  verie  foes  more  loue  then  me? 
wh5  thou  flioldft  hurt, by  thee  their  help  is  fought 
Whom  thou  (houldft  fauejby  thee  they  ipoiled  be; 
Needs  miift  I blame  thy  negligent  regarding, 

As  well  inpunifhing,  as  in  rewarding. 

80 

T raiano  flue  thy  lire,  1 thinke  thou  knoweft, 

(For  fure  the  ftones  it  know)  yet  to  his  fonne. 
Thou  thinkft  in  honor  thou  fuch  dutie  oweft. 
That  thou  muft  fee  no  hurt  may  him  be  donne: 

Is  this  fufficient  reuenge  thou  troweft, 

Thinkft  thou  true  fame  can  by  fuch  fads  be  wort 
Lo  vnto  what  thy  fhew  ofhonor  tends. 

To  feruc  thine  enemies,  and  flay  thy  frends. 

81 

ThusSr4d4W4ni  fpakc  to  her  abfent  loue. 

With  paflion  great,  and  euermoreher  mayd. 

With  reafon  feeks  that  fanfic  to  rcmouc, 
Afluringher  (he  need  not  be  affrayd: 

Wilhing  her  ftay  with  patient  mynd  to  proUe, 
Whether  he  wouFd  not  do  as  he  had  fayd. 

And  that  (he  would  in  all  things  hope  the  beft. 
And  then  to  God  andfonuncleaue  the  reft. 

81 

With  this  good  (pcech  of  hers, and  ftrongpcrfwafion. 
She  doth  his  comming  till  the  day  exped, 

Which  good  B^ogero  brake,not  by  occa(ion 
That  he  his  word  and  promife  did  ncgled; 

But  that  which  hapt  againfthis  expedation, 

Flis  wounds  came  to  fo  daungerous  efFed, 

Chiefly  the  fame  he  laft  tooke  in  his  hed. 

Which  made  him  fortie  dayes  to  keepe  his  bed. 

Bradamant  waiteth  ftill  the  twentie  dayes, 

Staying  at  Montalbano  w ith  her  mother. 

And  making  ftill  cnquiric  many  wayes. 

If  (lie  might  hearefome  newes  of  one  or  other, 
But  none  (he  heard,  fane  that  which  to  his  praifc. 
Was  told  her  .after  by  her  younger  brother, 

Which  though  (he  ioyd  to hearCjas  was  moft  meet 
Yet  was  (ome  foure  mingled  with  that  fame  fweet 
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For  why  the  valu  e of  Af  arfifa  flout. 

Which  did  alTift  them  greatly,  as  he  told, 

To  win  their  kinfmen  from  the  Moorithrout, 
That  vnto  Berttlage  (hould  hauc  bene  fold. 

This  bred  in  Bradamantes  mynd  fome  doubr. 

And  flrake  into  her  heart  a lealoufc  cold; 

Becaufe  twas  fayd,  they  two  together  went. 

To  ^^amant,  that  in  his  campe  was  pent. 

8y 

For  though  (he  could  hot  chufc  but  greatly  praifc  her 
That  did  her  felfc  fb  ftout  and  valiant  prouc. 

Yet  on  the  tother  fide,  her  beautic  frayes  her, 
Leftheperhap  on  her  might  fethis  loue: 
Butyetin  fine,  hope  of  his  promife  ftayes  her. 

So  that  in  twentie  dayes  (he  did  not  mouc 
From  Montalbano,  and  in  that  fame  fpace. 

There  thither  came  the  chiefe  man  of  her  race. 

8^ 

I mcane  hot  chiefe  of  birth,but  chiefe  of  name. 

For  two  there  were,  elder  in  birth  then  he, 
Benaldosnto  Montalbano  came. 

His  brothers,  cofins,  and  his  frends  to  fee. 

Whom  he  had  heard  by  (peech  of  flying  fame. 
Safely  ariued  at  that  place  to  be. 

And  how  Bpgtrt)  and  M arfifa  wrought 
Their  libertie,  when  they  were  fold  and  bought. 
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Wherfore  hb  tame  to  fee  them  face  to  face. 

And  vnderftdnd  with  them  how  each  thing  flood. 
It  feemd  he  was  as  welcome  to  the  place. 

As  is  the  fwallow  to  her  tender  brood. 

That  almoft  flamed  and  in  (brie  cafe, 

Haue  long  expefted  fuftenance  and  food. 

And  when  they  there  had  ftayd,  a day  or  twaiile. 
Both  they  and  he  to  Paris  went  againe. 
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^Uardo  and  Gaicchlardoj  BJehardety 
And  Malagigj  and  good  Fmanty 
After  the  Palladirie  them  felucs  do  get. 

And  Bradamant  with  them  they  would  hauc  tane, 
But  (be  allcag’d  (he  could  not  come  as  y et; 
(Hoping  car  long  them  to  hauc  ouertane) 

I She  prays  them  for  that  time  content  to  hold  the, 
For  why  (he  was  not  well  at  eafe,  (he  told  them. 

( 8j, 

And  true  it  was,  (he  was  not  well  at  eafe. 

Not  that  (he  had  a fit  of  anic  fcauer. 

Or  anie  other  corporall  difeafe. 

It  was  a fit  of  loue,  chat  burneth  euer; 

Whofehcat  noherbe  norphifickc  can  appeafe; 
This  fit  did  her  from  that  braue  crew  difleucr: 

But  in  another  bookc  I (hall  repeat. 

What  (iiccourthcy  did  bring  to  C/wr/i  the  great. 


In  tlw  thirtith  hookfy  in  Orlandos  madprank^  (though  thg  he  fained things^we  may  note  Xvhat  hard andimpoffihle  mat- 
ters are  attemptedyand fomtime  atchieued by  mad  menyof  which  the  reafon  it  doubtfuU-y  a naturaU  reafon  itgiue  (though  many 
tw'fl  dotdbt  thereof)  that  tlx  caufe  of  their  extraordinarie  ftrengthy  it  that  natitre  ( Intendens  omnem  vim.)  at  they  terme 
tty  that  it  to  fayy  bending  her  whole  force  at  One  infant , doth  by  that  meancs  double  tlx Jlrength  and  abilitie  to  any  hard  and 
ynmeafurable  matter  tat  we  fee  men  often  at  tlx  pangs  of death(t  hough  otherwife  but  weakf)  yetfo  firong  that  three  or foure 
mettcannot  holdthem:  or  asmenfometimes  iri  afeareleape  ouer  awall,  erdownefi-om  awimow  without  harme  y which  at 
another  time  would  breal^  their  neck^s,  ./tnother  reafon  ofmadmensynreafonablefirengthyit  metaphificaUyorfupernatu^ 
rally  and  that  it  when  they  are  pojfejpdwith  JfiritSy  of which  there  are  many  examples,  I n Agramant  that  indeuors  to  endc 
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two  quarrels  with  onecemlaty  'we  way  oh  feme,  that  it  befeemes  tlx  wifdome  of  a “Prince, either  to  taJtf  yf  quarrels  and  eyuiH 
dijfentions  betweene  ilxir great  fubie^ls  abfelutely ,or  at  leafi  to  draw  them  to  at  fpeedie  a triad , and  with  as  httle  damage  at 
may  be. 

Concerning  the  Eagle  about  which  the  two  Champions  flraue  who/lould beare  it  for  his  armes  or  Cogm'Xance(as  we  tearms 
it)  he  feemesto  allude  to  the  cyuill  warres  that  werebetweene  Csfar  andPom^cy,  wltereas  Lucan complaineth in  bis  ex- 
cedent  Poem, 

— Iiifeftifquc  obuia  fignis 
Signa,parcsaquilas&pila  imnantiapilis. 

TortheEgmainesEnfgneWas  theEagle,  andit  ttfraunge  thatn  reportedly credibleWriters,J}oW in abattedfou^stneare  ^ 

T heffalia,betweene  Brutus  and  Caffius  of  the  one fide, and  Oftauius  Anthony  of  tlx  other  fide/wo  Eagles  were  vi- 

fiUye  feene  fighting  in  the  ayre  wnth  their  beakes  and  tdlents  , in  moft  fierce  maner: And  finally  , that  «/Anthonycs fidt 
prtuayledfand put  the  otlser  to flight. 

Here  end  the  notes  of  the.xxx.Booke. 
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THE  ARGVMENT. 

Guidon  vnwares  doth  tvith  %enaldo  fight. 

But  ifiterroard  u by  his  brethren  knewne. 

By  tvhofe  great  courage,  and  vmted  might, 
TheT  ut^  are  vantjutjhed  and  ouerthrovene^ 
Brandimart  fieking  out  that  wofud  height, 

TV hofe  fvits  by  lone  dtfiraught^  tv  ere  not  his  owne, 
TV  as  tane,  and  of  his  life  tv  as  tn  great  perell. 
%enaldo  and  GradaJJo  fall  to  quarrelL 


, Hat  Rate  of  life  more 
plcafing  may  wc  find. 
Then  theirs , that  true  & 
hcarcie  loue  do  bcare  ? 
Whom  that  * fweet  yoke 
doth  fa  ft  together  bind 
' That  main  Paradice 
firft  learnd  to  wearer 
I Were  not  feme  fo  tormc- 
ted  in  their  mind. 
With  thatfamevile  fufpcftjthatfilthiefeare. 
That  torture  great,  thatfoohfli  frenefic, 

That  raging  madnefle,  called  ieloufie. 

z 

For  cu’rie  ocher  fowrc  that  gets  a place, 

Tofeate  it  fclfe  amid  this  pleafant  fweer. 

Helps  in  the  end  to  giuc  a gteatet  grace. 

And  makes  loiies  ioy  more  gratful  whe  they  meet 
He  that  abftaincs  from  fuftenancca  fpace, 

Shan  find  both  bread  and  water  rellifh  fweet: 

Men  know  not  peace,  nor  rightly  how  to  deem  it. 
That  firft  by  war,haue  not  bm  taught  t’efteeme  it. 

3 

rhough  eyes  want  fight, of  that  they  would  fee  faine. 
The  thought  yet  fees,&  harts  with  patiece  take  it. 
Long  abfence  grieues,vet  when  they  meet  againc 
Abfence  delights , & doth  more  pleafant  make  it: 
T o ferue  and  fiie  long  time  for  litle  gaine, 

(So  that  all  hope  do  not  eu’n  quite  forfake  it) 

One  may  endure,  for  when  the  paine  ispaft. 
Reward,  though  long  it  ftay,  yet  comes  atlaft. 

4 

rhe  ftiarpe  repulfcs,  and  the  deepe  difdaincs. 

And  all  the  torments  that  in  loue  are  found. 


At  laft  with  pleafure  recompence  the  paincs. 

And  make  contentment  far  more  to  abound: 

Butif  this  hcUilhplaguc  infeft  thebraines. 

Though  afterward  it  feeme  both  whole  and  found 
The  qualitic  therof  is  fo  mifchicuous. 

The  veric  thought  is  to  a loucr  gricuous. 

f 

This  is  that  cm  ell  wound,  againft  whofefmart. 

No  liquors  force  preuailes,  nor  any  plafter. 

No  skiU  of  ft  arrcs,no  de  pth  of  Magicke  art, 

Deuifed  by  that  great  clarke  Zoroafier:  Ztru/ltribt 

A wound  that  fo  infefts  the  foule  and  hart,  iniuntn  tf 

As  all  our  fence  and  reafon  it  doth  mafterj 
A wound  whofc  pang,  and  torment  is  fo  durable* 

As  it  may  rightly  called  be  incurable. 

6 

This  is  a plague  that  quickly  doth  infeft 

All  louers  hearts,  and  doth  pofl'effe  their  thought* 

As  well  with  can  flefle,  as  with  iuft  fufpeft; 

By  this,  a man  to  madneffc  mecre  is  brought: 

Oh  plague,  by  whofe  moft  damnable  effeft, 

Diuerfe  in  deepe  dilpaire  to  die  haue  foughtj 
Oh  Icalofic,  that  didft  without  delate. 

Enter  in  noble  Bradamantts  hart. 

7 

Not  fo  r the  tale  her  mayd  or  brother  told, 

Which  made  within  her  mynd  a ftiarp  impreflion, 

But  other  ncwcs,that  made  her  heart  full  cold. 

How  her  loue  of  new  loue  did  make  profeflton; 

As  I more  plainc  hereafter  (hall  vnfolde. 

For  now  I needs  a while  muft  make  digreflion. 

To  braue  Bfnaldo,  that  to  Paris  ward, 

Went  with  a crew,worthie  of  great  regard. 
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The  day  cnfiiing  er  Ic  ycc  was  night, 

They  met  an  armed  knight  rpon  the  way, 

A Ladic  fayre  accoropanid  the  knight; 

His  armour  all  was  blackc,faue  that  there  lay, 

A thwart  the  bi  cft,a  wreath  of  Argent  bright. 
And  ftraight  die  formoft  man  in  their  array, 
Wluch  Hichardetto  was,  as  then  did  chaiince. 

He  challenged  with  him  to  breakc  a launcc. 
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Tile  gallant  youth  thatneuer  man  refufed, 

Sraight  turnd  his  horfe,  alpacc  for  courfe  to  take, 
As  one  that(for  his  time)had  often  vfed. 

Such  feats  as  this,to  do  and  vndertake:  . 

B^enaldo  ftandeth  ftill  and  them  perufed. 

To  fee  which  knight  y fayreft  courfe  would  make. 
Now  {{iihardet  thmks,if  1 hit  him  iuft, 

1 lhall  this  gallant  tumble  in  the  duft. 
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But  otherwife  it  then  to  him  befell. 

And  of  his  recknmghcwas  quite  deceaued. 

The  tother  knew  to  hit, and  lit  fo  well. 

That  Kiihardet  was  from  the  ladle  heaued: 

./llarda  that  faw  how  his  brodier  fell. 

Thought  to  auenge  the  foyie  that  he  rcceaucd. 
But  he  likewife  irScriourdid  remaine. 

His  aime  was  brufd.his  Ihield  was  rent  in  tvvaine. 

II 

Cukchiardo  next, the  felfc  fame  fortune  tridc. 

And  was  conftraind  vnto  the  ground  t’enclinc. 
Although  to  him  /^Wdolowdlic  cride, 

Stay,hold  your  hands,  for  this  courfe  &ould  be 
Fiman  and  Malagige^zni  more  befide,  (mine. 
That  at  their  kinlmens  foyie  did  much  repine. 
Would  then  haue  fought  with  this  fame  Itraunger 
Sauc  that  t^naldo  claymd  it  as  lus  right,  (knight, 

iz 

Saying  my  frends,  we  muft  to  Paris  halli 
But  to  him  felfc  he  faid,  it  were  a ieft 
For  me  to  ftay,till  all  they  down  were  call. 

By  one  and  one,ilc  light  and  they  fliallreft: 

This  faidjhc  fpurrs  his  horfe  and  commeth  faft. 
And  as  he  runnshe  fets  hisfpeare  in  reft; 

The  tother  doth  as  much,and  eithers  fpeare. 

The  ftroke  doth  in  a thoufand  peeces  teate. 
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The  horfemcn  with  the  ftroke  ftur  not  an  inch. 
They  both  had  learnd  fo  perfeftly  to  fit. 

But  on  their  horfes  it  did  flitowdly  pinch. 

Yet  Bayard  fcarcehis  courfe  doth  intermit. 

The  tothers  horfe  had  fuch  a parlous  wrinch. 
That  mard  him  quite , and  brake  his  backe  with  it. 
His  mafter  that  was  greatlie  gricu’d  to  fee’t, 
Forfakes  his  feat,and  takes  him  to  his  feet, 
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And  to  l^««/«/ij,that  with  naked  hand, 

Came  toward  him  in  Ihow  of  truce, he  fed. 

Sir  knight,!  geueyou  here  to  vnderftand, 

1 like  fo  well  this  horfe  that  here  is  ded, 

I thinkc  ic  would  not  with  mine  honour  ftand, 

To  leaue  him  vnrcucngd,which  hath  me  led 
To  challenge  you,eu’n  as  you  arc  true  knight, 
That  you  will  anltver  me  againc  in  fight. 


If 

l^nddo  anfwcrd,if  your  horfe  you  loft. 

The  only  caufe  of  this  your  quarrell  be. 

Comfort  your  felfc,  for  of  mine  only  coft. 

Your  want  herein  lhall  be  fupplydc  by  me. 

With  fuch  a horfc,3s  I may  boldly  boft, 

Tobc as  goodaone, ascarwashe: 

Not  lb  Sir  laid  the  tothcr,you  miftakc  it, 

I will  expound  my  mind,  and  plainer  make  ir. 

It* 

Though  well  I lykt  my  fcruiceablc  horfe. 

Yet  lith  he  now  is  in  this  conflift  llaine, 

Thinkc  not  that  of  his  death  I lb  much  force. 

As  that  alonc,moues  me  to  fight  againe; 

But  in  plaine  termes  on  foot  to  trie  your  force. 

As  well  as  erft  on  horfebacke,  1 would  faine. 
Hpuddo,  that  of  no  mans  force  accounted. 
Without  delay  ftraight  from  his  horfe  difmounted 
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And  lith  (quoth  hc)I  fee  your  noble  mind. 

Of  this  my  companic  hath  nofufpition. 

They  lhall  go  on,  and  I will  ftay  behind. 

And  fo  will  fight  with  you  on  eii’n  condition. 

This  faid,  his  band  to  part  thence  he  allignd. 

Who  went  their  way ,hauing  their  Lords  comillio 
Which  bred  great  admiration  in  the  ftraungcr. 
To  find  a man  fo  litle  fearing  daunger. 
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Now  when  his  ftanderd  quite  was  out  bf  fighc. 

And  all  ^gnaldos  companic  was  gone,  ’ 

Then  hand  to  hand  they  do  apply  the  fight. 

With  force  and  fiirie  great  they  lay  it  on; 

Each  maruels  at  the  tothers  palTing  might, 
Andyct  of  cither  fide  the  gainc  is  none. 

They  felt  the  blows  fo  heduie  and  fo  hard,  f 

That  glad  they  were  to  ly  ftrong  to  thek  ward. 

Thus  thefc  two  knights,  only  for  honors  fake, 
Combat  together  in  fuch  eager  fort. 

That  cu’rie  litle  error  they  Ihould  make, 
Endangerd  life  in  this  vnplcafant  Iport: 

Art  hourc  and  halfe  this  trau  ell  they  did  take. 
Each  labouring  to  cut  the  tother  Ihort, 

And  in  his  mind  B^tuddo  maruells  much. 

Who  this  Ihould  bc,\vhofefkill  and  force  was  fiich, 
20 

And,faue  he  could  not  with  his  reputation. 

He  would  haue  wilht  the  battell  at  an  end. 

And  offerd  of  a truce  communication. 

And  ofliis  vnknown  foe,haue  made  his  frend: 
Likewife  the  tother  felt  luch  inclination, 

Finding  thatlcarcehe  could  him  felfe  defend. 

He  now  repented  his  rafti  hardie  parr. 

And  would  haue  had  a truce  with  ail  his  harc« 
zi 

Now  was  it  darkc,  there  fell  an  eu’ning  mift. 

So  that  at  laft  neither  of  them  did  know. 

When  he  did  hit  aright,  or  when  he  mift. 

Nor  how  to  giuc,  nor  how  to  ward  a blow; 

When  firft  Kenaldo  wiftit  him  to  defift, 

Sithnow  the  Sunne  dcfcendcdwasfolow. 

And  that  the  combat  might  be  now  reiourned* 
Till  Thdiw  were  about  the  world  returned. 
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Ofrring(at  which  the  ftraunger  greatly  mufd, 

And  his  rare  curtcfie  therein  commended) 

To  lodge  him  where  he  ihould  both  be  well  vfd. 
And  like  a man  of  honour  well  attended: 

The  tother  this  great  curt’fie  not  rcfufd. 

And  lb  between  them  two  the  fray  was  endedj 
Andfrraighti((W‘^^  gauehimas  his  gift. 

His  Pages  horfejthat  was  both  ftrong  and  Iwifr. 

Thus  on  they  rode  towards  l{tnaUos  tent. 

And  giew  acquainted  er  they  thither  came. 

By  meanes  in  certain  fpeeches  as  they  went, 
t{enaldo  happened  to  tell  his  name*, 

By  which  the  ftranger  knew  incontinent. 

That  this  was  that  fame  Palladine  of  fame. 

And  that  him  felfe  was  to  Renaldo  brother. 

By  fathers  lidejalthough  not  by  the  motlicr. 

Guidon  the  Sauage,thisbraue  warrier  highc. 

That  trauelld  had  full  many  a hundred  myle. 
With  the  two  brothers, nam’d  the  blackc  & white, 
And  SanfonetywntiU  by  craft  and  guile, 

They  were  furprifed, as  you  heard  laft  night. 

And  made  againft  their  wills  to  way  t awhile. 

For  maintenance  of  wicked  lawes  and  bad. 

That  wickedPwJiJ^I/ deuifed  had. 
if 

Now  when  as  noble  Guidon  certain  knew 
That  this  I^maldo  was,whom  he  before, 

Defired  long  to  fee, he  much  did  rew 
Thathehaddone,and  did  lament  it  fore: 

A blind  man  would  not  be  more  glad  to  tew: 

The  ltght,he  doubted  he  (hould  near  lee  more, 
^hen  Guidon  in  his  minde  was  well  apayd. 

To  fee  this  knight, and  thus  tohimhe  fayd. 
z6 

What  ftraunge  mi(hap,what  finifter  aduenter. 

Hath  bred  this  fault  in  me  (my  noble  Lord) 

That  I with  you  into  Uiis  ftrife  (hould  enter, 
Wi.h  whom  I ought  tohaue  all  kind  accord? 

I am  your  fathers  fonne,not  by  one  venter, 

I euer  haue  your  name  and  ftocke  adord; 

Guidon  Ihight,Co«)?<j/i2^<i  was  my  mother. 

Borne  beyond  Euxin  feas,and  yet  your  brother, 
ir 

Whetfore  I pray, pardon  my  fond  offence, 

That  haue  in  (ieed  of  du tie  offerd  wron  g. 

And  tell  me  wherein!  may  rccompencc 
This  ouer(ight,and  I will  do  er  long: 

J^enaldo  that  had  heard  of  him  long  fince, 

And  to  haue  feen  him  did  not  litle  long, 

Embraft  him,and  not  only  did  forgiue  him, 

But  commendation  great  & prayfe  did  giue  him. 
28 

Saying  his  vallewwas  a perfeft  figne. 

Showing  him  felfe  in  fight  fo  fierce  and  ftout. 
That  he  was  truly  come  of  that  fameline, 

Whofe  noble  brute  was  blown  the  world  about: 
Forif  your  manners  did  to  peace  incline. 

The  had  there  becn(faid  he)more  caufe  of  doubt. 
The  fearcfull  Hart  comes  not  of  Lions  feed. 

Nor  doth  a fiUic  Doue  a Fawlcon  breed. 


V a9 

Thus  fell  they  two  acquainted  on  the  way. 

And  talkt  togithcr  frendlie  as  they  went. 

But  neither  did  their  talkc  the  iorney  ftay. 

Nor  did  their  riding  make  their  fpeech  relent; 
Vntill  they  came  where  all  their  brothers  lay. 
When  as  a great  part  of  the  night  was  fpent; 
Who  with  great  ioy  & pleafure  did  behold  them, 
Chieflie  when  who  this  was  F^oaldo  told  them. 
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For  though  he  mull  to  themCnodoubt)haue  cuer 
Been  very  Wellcome, as  a brother  dearc. 

Yet  could  he  be  to  them  more  Wellcome  neucr. 
Then now,what  time  as  you  before  did  heare. 
They  all  did  minde  to  do  their  bed  indcuet 
To  rclcue  C/w/«,tliac  was  ofheauic  cheare: 
Wherfore  for  this  one  caufe  aboue  the  reft, 

He  was  vnto  them  all  a Wellcome  gueft. 
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Thus  noWjthe  day  enfuing  on  went  Guidon^ 
loyninghim  felfe  vnto  I{enaldos  crew. 

And  as  to  Paris  walls  they  forward  ride  on. 

They  met  two  valic  t you  thes  that  well  him  knew: 
Further  with  them  confcrring,they  deferyde  one, 
ALady  richheclad,andfayreothew:  (ther, 

Thcfc  warlike  youths,  had  Gifmond  to  their  mo- 
WhiteGn^Wjandblacke  jiqutlaiu  hii  brother. 

G«wo»knew  thcm,and  vnto  them  was  known. 

As  hauingbecn  togither  many  days, 

By  whom  they  were  vnto  R enaldo  fliown, 
Andprayfd  for  gallant  men  at  all  aflays: 

As  in  your  iudgment,likcwife  in  mine  own, 
(B^ldo  faid)thefe  youths  do  merit  prayfe. 

For  they  haue  oft  bin  prou’d  two  perfeft  warriers. 
As  well  in  fpite  as  lport,at  tilte  and  barriers. 


Renaldo  did  by  their  apparell  know  them. 

Tone  euer  wearing  white, the  tother  blackc. 

And  frendlie  countenance  he  now  did  (how  the, 
Chieflie  becaufe  the  king  did  fuccour  lacke: 
Wherfore  into  his  band  ne  doth  beftow  them , 
That  bad,y  to  the  T urks  muft  bring  much  wracke, 
And  they  agree  to  fight  vndcr  his  banner. 
Forgetting  all  oldiarrs,inlouing  manner. 


Between  the  houfc  of  Ammon  and  thefc  twins. 
About  one  T rujfaldin  a iarr  there  fell. 

The  matter  at  the  firft  not  worth  two  pirms, 
Wherfore  the  circumftance  I will  not  tell. 

But  now  Ronaldo  their  affeiftion  wins. 

By  vfing  them  fo  ctirteouflie  and  well, 
Forcurteous  (peech,andvfage  mild  andkinde, 
Wypes  mallice  out  of  eu’ry  noble  minde. 

3f 

A frer  thefc  two,an  other  knight  there  came, 

Hight  Sanfonet,z  man  of  great  account. 

Who  wellcom’d  was,and  tookc  it  for  no  (frame. 
One  ofRtntddos  band  him  felfe  to  count: 

While  this  thus  paft,behold  the  gallant  dame. 
That  knew  this  noble  Lord  of  CUrimount^ 

(For  (he  was  one  that  ail  the  French  Lords  knew) 
Told  him  a tale,that  made  him  greatly  rew. 
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My  Lord  (Cud  llie)  I bring  you  Ibric  tiding, 

He  whom  the  Church  and  Empire  held  (b  dearc, 
Runnes  all  about , in  no  one  place  abiding, 
Offence  and  argument  dcpriucd  clcarc: 

Naked  he  goes,  not  natures  fecrcts  hiding. 

Which  me  to  tell,  and  you  muft  gricuc  to  hcarc: 
Orlando , that  fame  light,  and  lanipc  of  France, 
Hath  loft  his  wits,  God  knows  by  what  mifchancc. 
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His  armes  and  fword  that  he  away  had  throwne. 

As  things  by  him  left  and  fotfaken  clearly, 

I faw  a curteous  knighc,to  me  vnknownc, 

Butonc(  itfecmd)that  lou’d  dearly, 
Gather  them  where  they  fcatterd  were  & fownc, 
And  eu’n  of  charitic  as  Teemed  mcerly. 

In  triumph  wife,  on  tree  he  hangd  the  fame, 

And  vndemeath  he  grau’d  Orlandos  name. 
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But  ftraight  the  Ivvord  that  hanged  on  the  tree. 
With  force, and  Icornfull  fpecch  away  was  tane, 
(As  I can  witnefle  well  that  did  it  fee) 

By  lAandricard  the  fonne  of  ^grkanc: 

Thinke  you  what  hurt  this  will  to  Europe  be. 

That  onceagainc  the  Turks haue  Durindane: 
The  gentle  knight  ftrauc  long  with  him  tofauc  it, 
But  in  the  end  was  forft  to  let  him  haue  it. 
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I law  Orlando  late  in  monftrous  guife. 

To  run  about  vneouth , and  all  vnclad, 
with  rtrangeft  clamours,and  moft  hideous  cryes: 
In  Hne  I do  conclud,he  is  ftark  madd; 

And  faue  I faw  it  lb  with  thefc  mync  eyes, 

I would  not  truft  if  any  told  it  had: 

Further  Ihc  told  how  ftie  had  fecn  him  later. 
Tumble  with  B^domont  into  the  water. 
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And  laft  of  all  (he  told  him  (he  had  hard. 

How  that  about  this  fwoord  there  grew  Ibme  ftrife 
Betwecnc  Grodajjo  ftout,and  Mondricard-, 

And  how  the  Tartar  hauing  loft  his  life. 

The  Iwoord  was  giuen  Gradafjo  afterward, 

Asouer  all  the  Pagan  Campe  was  rife: 

And  hauing  ended  this  fo  fad  narration, 

Therto  ftie  addeth  this  (hort  exhortation. 

41  • 

That  he.and  cu'rie  one  that  were  not  foe 
Vnto  Orlando f would  take  fo  much  painc. 

In  Paris  or  clfewherehim  tobeftow. 

Till  he  had  purged  his  diftcmperd  braine: 

Mine  husband  Erandimart  (faid  (he)  I know. 

To  do  him  anic  good  him  felfe  would  ftraine: 

Thus  Fyordeliege  fpake,thelouing  wife 
Of  Br^imart,  that  lou’d  her  as  his  life. 

41 

At  this  ftraunge  tale  and  woflill  accident, 

Such  inward  griefe  the  good  Bgnaldo  felt. 

That  with  the  thought,  his  heart  incontment 
Did  feeme  like  fnow  againft  the  funne  to  meltj 
And  with  all  (peed  he  might,  to  go  he  ment, 

And  by  all  means  he  might,  lb  to  haue  delt. 

To  feckc  Orlando,  whom  if  he  can  finde. 

He  hopes  to  bring  him  to  a better  minde. 
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But  lith  he  now  had  hither  brought  his  band, 

W ere  it  the  will  of  God,  or  were  it  chaunce. 

He  firft  doth  mind  to  end  the  caufe  in  hand, 

And  refeue  Paris,  and  the  king  of  France: 
Wherfore  he  makes  his  men  all  quiet  ftand 
Til! night, what timehim  felfwil  Icadcthcdaunce 
And  then  betwcenc  the  fourth  and  fecond  watch. 
He  meanes  at  once  the  matter  to  dilpatch. 
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He  makes  his  men  ly  clofc  all  that  fame  day. 

By  way  of  Ambulcado  in  a wood. 

And  cafe  them  fclucs  andhorfes  all  they  may. 
And  take  the  fiiftenancc,of  reft  and  food: 

The  place  withm  three  leagues  ofParis  lay; 

And  when  the  forme  was  fet,  he  thought  it  good. 
What  time  theworld  dothvfe  hislcfl'cr  lampe. 
To  Paris  ward  to  moiiehis  filent  campe. 
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And  as  he  purpofd,  he  performd  in  deed. 

For  ftraight  him  felfe,with  that  fame  gallant  crew 
Set  out  by  night  as  firft  they  had  decreed. 

In  filent  fort  lufpinon  to  efehew. 

Now  came  the  time  that  they  muft  do  the  deed. 
Now  ncare  vnto  the  Turkilh  campe  they  drew. 
When  firft  the  hecdlefle  Sentinels  intrapping, 
They  kild  them  all,becaule  they  took  the  napping. 

4^ 

The  watch  once  flaine,  they  are  no  longer  dumme. 
But  ftraight  they  all  after  Hinaldo  came. 

They  found  the  trumpcc,andftrike  vp  die  drume. 
And  calling  ftill  vpon  chat  noble  name. 

That  often  had  the  Pagans  oucrcomc, 

(I  meanc  Kenald.s  houlcof  Montalbane) 

Which  eric  he  caufd,boch  his  own  men  to  qaickej 
And  that  the  Turks  might  in  more  fcare  be  ftrickc 
47 

Hi  m felfe  well  mounted  on  his  famous  horfo, 
Prefleth  amid  the  Pagan  Princes  tents. 

And  with  his  owne,3nd  with  his  horfes  force. 

He  treds  them  downc,and  all  in  pecces  rents; 
ArmdjOr  vnarmd,  he  kills  without  rcniorfe. 

Who  eucr  cometh  in  his  way  repents, 

Drowfie  men,&halfe  arm.d,makepoorercfiftacc 
Againft  fo  braue  a man  withfuch  aftlftance. 
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Forwhy.befidc  thofemcnl  ilamd  before, 

Whofc  vertuc  and  whofe  value  oft  were  fhowne, 
B^tuddo  had  fixe  hundred  men  and  more. 

All  perfect  traind,of  ftrength  and  corage  knowne 
Which  about  Clarimont  he  kept  in  ftore. 

For  his  owne  vfe,  and  caulcs  of  his  owne; 

Though  at  this  need  his  Princes  turne  to  furnifti. 
He  foone  agreed  his  owne  townes  to  vnfurmfli. 
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And  though  Bsnaido  had  no  great  reueniic. 

The  which  chiefe  finews  vnto  warre  afFoords, 
Yetkept  he  ftill  fixe  hundred  in  retinue. 

What  with  good  vfage,  and  with  gentle  words. 
That  all  of them  did  ftill  with  him  continue 
At  his  command,  with  launces,liorfe,  and  Iwords; 
Nor  was  there  anie  that  from  him  away  went. 
Thou  gh  diuerfc  others  ofFerd  greater  payment. 
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Now  think  when  this  brauc  erne  the  Turks  alTayleJ, 
At  vnawares  haife  wake, or  halfe  a fleepe, 

Howy  famenaiiie3&  ihatfamc  noife  the  quailed, 
How  they  fledhere  and  thcre,with  hold  and  keep; 
Small/  their  flight, and  lefle  their  fight  preuailcd. 
Simile.  But  cuen  as  goats  from  Lyons, or  as  ftiecp, 

jfro  Woluesmake  final  defence,fuch  in  c6par;fbn 
Thefe  Pagans  made,  againft  Henttldos  garilon. 
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Ontotlier  fide  kingC/j4>^«(tliat  by  efpiall) 

Had  notice  oiR^imldos  comming  hither, 

Wirh  all  that  true  fo  noble  and  fo  loyall. 

That  to  his  ayd  combyned  were  togither. 

With  diners  Lords  came  forth  in  perfon  royall. 
And  all  his  men  of  armes  Itkewife  came  thither; 
Bake  Brandimart^  rich  Monodotites  heirc. 

Did  with  king  C/wr/crvnto  the  ficldrcpaire. 

Whom  when  his  Ipoufe,  that  neare  about  did  houer. 
Had  found  out  by  his  ftanderd  and  his  armes, 
Andplainly  faw  it  washer  deareft  loucr. 

She  rulhechin  among  the  men  of  armes. 

And  vnto  them  her  fclfc  (he  doth  difcoucr. 

Who  ftraight  embraced  her  in  open  armes: 

And  leaning  then  the  battell,drew  apan, 

Thar  each  to  otherjtnight  their  mindcs  empart. 

And  after  fweetc  embracing  oftentimes. 

They  did  confer  togither  of  their  ftate : 

O vertue  of thofe  vnfufpicious  times. 

When  Ladies  eriy  wander  might,and  late. 

And  yet  be  held  faulclefl'e,  and  free  of  crimes. 
Where  now  each  final  fiifpe(fi,turncs  loue  to  hate 
Y ea,eu’n  for  all  their  watching  and  fafe  keeping, 
They  doubt  their  wines  doc  walke  while  they  arc 
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Among  the  conference  this  couple  had. 

The  Ladle  did  vnto  her  (poiile  vnfold. 

How  his  good  friend  Orlando  was  falne  mad. 

How  flic  ner  fclfe  his  inadnes  did  behold: 
Running  about, all  carelefle  and  vnclad. 

Not  credible,  had  any  elfe  it  told. 

But  credible  it  was  now  flie  had  fed  it. 

For  in  far  greater  things  he  gaue  her  credit. 
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Further  (he  did  to  Brandimart  xeconvK^ 

How  (he  had  feenc  the  bridge  the  Pagan  made, 

(I  meane  the  cruell  Pagan  l\gdomomi') 

Ouerthe  ftreame  fodeepe  as  none  could  wade. 
Where  he  the  pafTengers  of  beft  account. 

Did  from  each  fide  with  furie  great  inuade: 

And  with  the  fpoilcs  of  thofe  he  kild  and  tooke. 
Did  beautifie  a tombebiiiltby  thebrooke. 
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Laftly  (he  told  how  with  his  ftrength  extreamc, 
Orlandohcau' d the  arm’d  Tutke  from  the  ground. 
And  (b  with  him  fell  backward  in  the  ftteame. 
With  perill  great  there  to  hauebothbene  drownd 
From  whence  Orlando  went  about  the  Reame, 
Where  his  mad  parts  would  foonc  make  him  be 
This  talc  in  Eradimart  did  breed  llich  forrow,(foud 
He  ftaydnot  for  the  next  enfuing  morrow. 


But  taking  for  his  guid  fairc  Vkrddiegt, 

And  being  readie  armd,as  then  he  was. 

He  go’th  to  feeke  that  forefaid  parlous  bridge, 

Minding  what  cucr  hap,  thefametopafTc, 

Where  many  men  their  hues  line  did  abridge. 

As  in  fuch  daungersfoone  it  comes  to  palTc; 

No  fooncr  came  he  to  the  vtmoft  ward. 

But  Bsdomwrn  had  notice  by  his  guard. 
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Greatly  he  did  to  heare  (iich  newes  rcioyce. 

And  ftraight  he  cometh  forth  with  warUkc  gefturc 
And  bids  him  with  aloud  and  fcornefuU  voice, 

Vnto  the  tombe  to  y eeld  his  armes  and  vefture. 

Or  threatens  him  if  he  refufe  this  choife. 

To  make  him  drinke  beyond  all  good  difgefturc; 

SrW/mrfr^,  that  his  threats  did  nothing  fcare. 

Makes  him  no  anfivere,  bur  with  couched  Ipcare. 
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Straight  to  his  horfes  fide  he  fets  the  fpurs. 

The  horfe  he  rode  vpon  Batoldo  highr, 

The  horfe  though  good, yet  fnores  & darts  & fturs 
Scard  with  the  narrow  bridge  and  waters  fight; 

^dorr.ount  cake  his  good  Frontino  fpurs. 

Who  neuer  ftarts,  as  vfed  to  this  fight, 

Although  the  bridge  did  fliakcvnder  their  feet. 

When  in  the  middle  way  thefc  knights  did  meet. 
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Their  (pearcs  that  were  of  firmc  well  fcafond  wood,  ' 

With  fogreat  force  vpon  their  armour  ftrake. 

That  though  their  horfes  were  both  ftrong  & good 
Yet  both  fell  from  the  bridge  into  the  lake. 

Quite  ouerwhclmd  with  water  and  with  mood. 

Yet  neither  horfeman  doth  his  horfe  forfakc; 

Long  tatyed  they  vndcr  the  ftreame  below. 

Searching  if  any  Nymph  dwelt  there,  I trow. 
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This  had  nothin  the  firft  timc,nor  the  fift,  (downe 
That  from  this  bridge  the  Turke  had  bin  thrownc 
V/herefore  his  horfe  and  he  could  better  (hift. 

For  neither  horfe  nor  he  did  doubt  to  drowne; 

For  where  the  ftreame  was  m oft  profound  &fwifc 
He  often  had  bin  plung’d  aboue  his  crownc,  t 

Which  made  his  horfe  & him  the  more  audacious  | 

Amid  the  ftreame,althoughprofound  &^acious.  | 
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He  knew  by  proofe  (forhe  had  tridc  it  oft)  j 

Where  all  the  (hclucs,and  where  the  channel  lay,  j 

Which  parts  were  grauclly,  and  which  were  foft:  jj 

The  tothcr  ignorant,  was  borne  away,  j 

T oft  here  and  there,  now  low  and  then  aloft, , { 

While  the  fierce  Pagan  greedieofhispray. 

At  all  aduantages  doth  ftill  alTaile  Irim, 

Whofe  horfes  footing  more  & more  did  faile  him. 

At  laft  with  plunging  and  with  ftriuing  tyred. 

He  backward  fell,  into  the  weeds  and  mood. 

Where  he  was  like  to  haue  bin  drownd  and  myred 

Saue  that  his  fpoufe,that  by  the  riuer  flood,  , 

In  humble  wi(c,the  Pagan  Prince  defired. 

In  the  moft  earneft  manner  that  (he  coud ; 

Euen  for  her  fake,  whofe  ghoft  he  did  adore. 

To  helpc  her  worthy  knight  vnto  the  fhorc. 

Ah 


OF  ORLANDO  FVRIOSO, 


ItvfdiBradd- 
tuiit.iu  Mfpetri 

m lool{t. 


Ahgentic  fir,  if  cucr  you  did  taft, 

Oflouc  {{he  faid)  orof  alouerspafiion, 

Sauc  that  fame  knight,  on  whom  my  louc  is  plaft. 
And  let  him  not  be  drownd  in  fo  vile  faftiion: 
Suffice  it  you,  your  tombe  will  be  more  graft. 
With  one  fuch  prifner  offuch  reputation. 

Then  hunderds  other,  that  ftiall  here  arriuej 
Take  then  his  rpoiles,and  fauehimfelfe  aliuc. 

Thefe  words  that  might  hauc  mou’d  a ftone  I thinkc 
Mou’d  him  to  refeue  noble  BrarJimarty 
Who  without  thirft,  had  tane  fuch  ftorc  of drinkc 
As  from  his  limbs,  bis  life  did  wellny  part: 

But  ear  he  brought  him  to  the  riuers  brinkc. 

He  caufd  him  with  his  fword  and  armes  depart. 
And  made  him  fweare  now  he  was  in  his  powre, 
Toyeeld  himfrlfe  true  prifner  to  his  towrc, 
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Quite  was  the  dame  of  comfort  all  bereaued. 

When  as  (he  faw  how  ill  her  fpoufe  had  fped. 

And  yet  lefle  griefe  of  this  chance  flie  conceaued 
Then  if  he  had  beenc  in  the  water  dead : 

She  calles  her  felfe  the  caufc  that  he  rcceaued 
This  harmc,that  fondly  thitlier  had  him  led. 

Into  a place  of  daunger  fuch  and  ieopardie. 

As  needs  muft  hafard  either  life  or  libertic. 
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About  the  place  in  vainc  (he  long  did  houer. 

Then  parted  Ihe  inminde  toieeke  fomeknighr. 
Of  Clmrles  his  campe,that  might  her  Ioffe  recouer. 
And  prone  himfelf,thou gh  not  more  ftrog  m fight 
At  leaft  more  fortunate  then  washerloucr: 

Long  did  Ihe  trauellall  tliat  day  and  night. 

And  eakc  the  day  infewing,ear  ffie  met  one. 

Yet  was  it  her  good  hap  at  laft  to  get  one. 
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A champion  in  a rich  attyre  {he  met. 

All  wrought  with  witherdltaues  of  Cypreffe  tree. 
Hereafter  I will  tell  you,  but  not  yet. 

What  wight  this  was, whether  a he  or  {he; 

Now  turne  I to  the  campe,lcaft  I forget 

The  noble  knights  that  fet  their  foueraigne  freej 

I meanc  B^naldo  and  his  new  come  brother. 

With  cunning  Mallagyge  and  many  other. 
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Vnpoffible  it  was  account  to  kcepe. 

Of  thofe  were  killd  that  night,and  thofe  that  fled, 
^gramantw3s  awaknedfromhisfleepe, 

, And  with  all  fpeed  that  might  be,  vp  he  fped. 

He  weighes  the  perill  and  the  daunger  deepe, 
Hisfouldiers  runne  away, near  making  hed: 
Marfylyoy  mihSobrino  and  the  reft, 

Wilhi  him  to  flie,  for  feare  he  be  diftreft. 
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Adui{inghim,fith  fortune  now  gan  frowne, 

Vnto  this  tempeft  wifely  to  giue  place, 

. And  go  to  Arly.or  fome  other  townc. 

Able  to  dure  affault  no  little  fpace : 

So  might  he  fauc  his  petlbn  and  his  crownc. 

As  firft  was  to  be  car’d  for  in  fuch  cafe; 

And  then  with  wifdome  warely  proceeding , 

To  waitctill  time  may  feruc  ofbcttcrfpccding. 


y^gramanty  into  (b  great  daunger  brought. 

Knew  not  well  what  to  do,nor  what  to  fay. 

But  did  as  by  hiscounfcll  he  was  taught, 

And  in  great  haft  conu  aid  hinife'fe  away: 

The  whil  e much  woe  vnto  his  men  was  wrought. 
The  chriftens  them  difeomfite,  kill  and  flay: 

The  daiknes  caufd  the  number  be  vnknowi\c. 
That  in  this  fight  were  kild  and  ouerthrowne. 
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Many  with  haft  were  in  the  water  drownd. 

That  faw  there  was  no  faftie  in  the  land, 
Morefuccourin  their  heeles  then  hands  they  foud 
Againft  fuch  fierce  affaylants  few  durft  ftandj 
But  greateft  damage  did  to  them  redound. 

By  thofe  fix  hunderd  of B^naldos  band: 

Who  did  diftribute  ftrokes  in  fo  great  picntic. 

As  eu’rie  one  of  them  malfacred  twentie. 
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Some  thinke  that  MMg'gyplz'A  his  part. 

In  this  conflift  not  w ounding  men  nor  flaying. 
But  making  of  their  foes  by  Magike  art. 

To  heare  fo  huge  a noy  fe  of  horfes  naying, 

Such  found  of  Drums, {iich  fhou  ts  from  eury  part. 
As  all  the  world  had  vowed  their  decaying: 

By  which  they  all  were  ftriken  in  fuch  feare. 

As  not  a man  of  them  durft  tarrie  thearc. 
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Yet  though  theTurkiih  prince  fled  thence  fo  faft. 
Noble  /(o^ero  ,he  would  not  forget. 

But  caufed  him  from  daunger  to  be  plaft. 

And  on  an  cafie  paced  horfe  him  fet: 

Thus  now  the  T urks  were  by  the  Chriftens  chaft. 
And  glad  they  were  a walled  towne  to  get; 

Oncly  Gra.Ujjo  and  his  valient  band. 

Did  {iill  vnto  tlieir  cackle  ftoutly  ftand. 
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Nay,  which  was  morc,whcn'as  he  vnderftood. 

How  that  {{enaldo  Palladyn  of  France, 

Was  he  that  {bed  fuch  ftorc  of  rutkiihblood. 

He  was  fo  glad  he  could  not  chufe  but  dauncej 
Thanking  his  gods  that  were  to  him  lb  good. 

To  fend  him  this  fo  much  defired  chance; 

By  whichhehopesSc  makes  account  moft  clearly 
To  win  that  horfe  l^naldo  held  fo  dearly. 
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For  why,  Gradajjh  king  of  Scry  cane. 

Long  fince  to  France  came  with  an  army  Ryal, 
Onely  in  hope  to  conquer  Durindan, 

That  famous  blade  offo  goodproofc  and  triall: 
And  cake  J{enaldos  courferto  hatie  tane. 

That  Bayard  hight;  and  now  when  by  efpiall. 

He  knew  Hpuldo  was  on  that  beaft  mounted. 

The  conqueft  lure,the  horfe  his  owne  he  counted. 
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So  much  the  rather,  for  that  once  before. 

About  this  matter  they  had  made  a fray, 

Faft  by  the  fea  vpon  the  fandie  fliore ; 
(Totcllthccircumftance  I maynotftay) 

But  Malagigy  thcncc  his  cofen  bore. 

And  did  mto  a barge  him  fafe  conuay; 

And  thereupon  l{enaldo  euer  fince. 

Was  tane  but  for  a coward  by  this  Prince. 
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Whcrfore  in  hope  To  riche  a (poyl  to  rcape, 

Two  howres  before  the  rifing  of  the  fonne. 

All  armed  on  Alfana  he  doth  leape, 

And  with  his launce  dtuers  to  death  arc  done  j 
On  French  the  Moores  jOn  Moores  Freeh  he  doth 
Andallhe  meetethhedothouerrunne:  (heape 
So  did  ambition  fet  his  heart  on  fire. 

To  meete  i^W</jjfuch  was  his  defire. 
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After  a while  each  met  with  Ipcarc  in  reft, 

(Neither  of  them  at  firft  the  tother  knew)* 

Each  brake  his  fpearc  vpon  thetothcrscreft, 
Vnto  the  Ircau’nly  carr  the  fplinters  flew; 

Then  with  their  fwotds  cither  was  redic  preft, 
(Their  laces  thrown  away,thcir  fwords  they  drew) 
Each  laying  on  the  other  fo  fell  ftrokes. 

As  if  not  knights  had  fought, but  clownes  fold  okes 
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Gradajjo  though  heknew  him  not  by  fight,, 

(For  yet  the  morning  beames  were  not  dilplaid) 
Yet  did  he  guefle  both  by  the  horfes  might. 

And  thofc  fierce  ftrokes  the  tother  on  him  laidj 
Wherefore  with  words  that  fauord  fcorn  & Ipighr, 
He  ftraight  begins  B^mddo  to  vpbraid: 

Saying  he  had  his  challenge  dilappointed. 

And  not  appeared  at  the  day  appointed. 
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BcLke  you  thought  I fliculd  hauc  met  you  neucr. 
But  now  (faid  he)  here  you  are  met  right  well, 
Alfurc  your  fclfc  I will  purfuc  you  euer. 

Were  you  tanc  vp  to  hcau'n,ordownetohcllj 
No  height  nor  depth, ftiould  hinder  mine  endciicr 
I mcanc  to  findc  you  out  where  car  you  dwell. 

To  fliunnc  the  fight  with  me  it  doth  not  boote, 
Vntiilyou  Icauc  your  horfe  and  go  onfootc. 

Si 

At  this  his  fpccchjdiuerfewcre  ftandingby, 

Guydon  and'%/i4rdef,  and  others  more, 

Who  would  haue  flame  Gradajjo  by  and  by. 

Had  not  l{eiutldo  ftepped  them  before. 

Saying  in  wrath,  what  mafters  am  not  Ij 
Able  towreake  my  priuatc  wrongs  therefore? 
Then  to  the  Pagan  gently  thus  he  fpake, 

Wiihkig  him  marke  the  anfwcrc  be  did  make. 
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Who  ciicr  faith,  that  I did  fight  efehew. 

Or  flicwd  defccft  ofvallcw  any  way, 

1 fay  and  do  auouchhc  faith  vntrue, 

And  I will  prouc  by  combat  what  I fay; 

I came  vneo  the  place  to  meete  with  you. 

No  feufes  I did  fcckc,  nor  no  delay. 

And  frankly  here  to  you  I offer  fight, 

But  firft  I wifliyou  were  informed  right. 
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Then  tookc  he  him  afide,and  more  atlarge, 

Told  him  what  happened,  and  how  by  ait. 

His  cofen  Mala^ge  into  a barge, 

Conuayed  him, and  forft  him  to  depart: 

In  finc,himfelfe  of  blame  quite  to  difchargc. 

He  brought  him  out  to  witnes  cu’ricpart. 

And  then  to  proue  that  this  was  true  indeed. 

He  ofFerdin  the  combat  to  proceed. 

Cradaffo  that  both  curteous  was, and  flout, 

Gaue  eare  vnto  the  tale  l\enaIdo  told. 

And  though  it  feernd  he  flood  therof  in  doubt. 
Yet  him  in  all  his  Ipeach  he  not  controld: 

But  in  conclufion,hauing  heard  it  out. 

He  doth  his  formerpurnofe  firmely  hold: 

Which  was  by  combat  fierce  to  try  and  know. 
Whether  he  could  Dayaido  winnorno. 
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The  Palladyn  that  pafled  not  a poynt 

Of  no  mansforcCjto  meet  him  gaue  his  word: 
The  place  in  which  to  meet  they  did  apoynt. 

Was  nearc  a woodjUnd  by  a pleafant  Foord, 

Only  there  added  was  a further  poynt; 

Which  was  that  Durindan,0i^4,jior  fword. 

Should  to  E^naldo  as  of  right  acrew. 

If  he  the  Fagan  oucrcame  or  flew. 
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Thus  for  theprefenrtyme  departed  they, 

Vntill  the  tyme  came  of  the  poynted  fight, 
AlJchough  Henaldo  frendly  did  him  pray. 

To  reft  him  in  his  tent  that  day  and  night: 
Andofferdfranke  fafeconduitforhis  ftay. 

So  courteous  was  this  contagious  knight: 

Gradajjo  greatly  praifd  the  noble  offer, 
Butyetrcfiifd  the  courtfiche  did  profer, 
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Great  was  thefoare  that  fecreatly  didlurke. 

In  all  the  minds  of  all  F^naldos  kin, 

Who  knew  the  ftrength  and  cunning  of  this  Turk 
Was  fuch,as  doubt  it  was  which  fide  Ihould  win: 
Paine  Mdagigy  by  his  art  would  workc. 

To  end  this  fray,  before  it  ihould  begin : 

Sane  that  he  feard  Ktaaldos  vttcr  en’mity. 

In  fo  bafe  fort  for  working  his  indemnity.  ^ 
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But  though  his  fronds  did  feare  more  then  was  meet. 
Him  felfe  affurde  him felfc  of goodfuccefie: 

Now  at  the  poynted  tyme  and  place  they  meet. 
Both  at  one  very'  inftantjas  I gueffe. 

And  firft  they  kyndly  do  em  brace  and  greet 
The  tone  the  tother  with  all  gentlenes. 

But  how  fweet  wordes  did  turne  to  bitter  blowes. 
The  next  bookefauing  one,  the  fcqucll  fhows. 


Inthif  xxxi,Cantol  findelittleworth  ary  Jficdall  notify,  hut  thatvohichin  the  beginning  of  the  hcohf  it  faid  againyf 
iealoujiey  which  is  one  of  the  three  incurable  difeafes  noted  in  our  old  EnghfoTrouerbe:  From  Hercfie,  Phrenefic,  and 
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Br adamant  her  %oaero  long  expcSlcth ; 

Bat  heareth  newes  that  touch  her  z rne  me. 

How  he  all  other  loaes  hejtde  neglelleth, 

T 0 wed  Marfyfaythiis  the  fame  doth  flte: 

T 0 <tArly  Br adamant  her  courfe  dire^eth, 

T 0 kill  Aiarfifa,  or  her  felfe  to  die : 

Vllany,  and  three  hjngs  jhe  doth  fubdew, 

T hefe  With  her  Jpcare,  them  with  her  pajpng  hew. 


Thefirfififtie 
fiaues  of  thu  j>. 
bool^e  are  of  an 
tthi-'rtran/lator 
MyoUshaUfti 
noted  m fame  ' 
fart  of  the  notes 
<f»»  ihniMl^e, 


L»a\e  htreafiM 
the  MoraU. 


Ow  I remember  how  by 
promifc  boundj 
Before  this  timcjl  fliould 
haue  made  you  know, 
Vpon  what  caufe  faire 
Bradamatdid  ground 
The  icaloufe  humours  , 
puer charg’d  her  To-, 
Neuer  before  tookc  fhc 
fo  fore  a wound, 

Neuer  before  felt  flie  fuch  bitter  wo, 

No  not  the  tale  which  Hicchardetto  toW  her, 

In  fuch  a fit,  and  fo  great  pangs  did  hold  her. 
z 

To  tell  you  firft,  when  I Ibould  haue  begonne, 
J{ctu^do  call’d  my  tal^nothcr  wayj 
Nofbonerwich  K.«M/«fohadIdone, 

But  ftraight  with  Guidon  I was  forft  to  ftay : 

From  this  to  that,  thus  vnawaresi  tonne. 

That  I forgot  of  Bradamant  to  fay: 

But  now  I meane  tofpeake  of  her  before, 

I Ipeake  of  Gradajfo  more. 

3 

Yet  needs  I borrow  muft  awordor  twaine, 

^Viov!  .yigramant  to  Arly  did  retyre, 

And  gatherd  there  the  few  that  did  remainc, 
Efcaped  from  the  furie  of  the  fire ; 

Where  not  farre  of,  from  Affrica  nor  Spainc, 
Planted  as  fit  as  he  could  well  defire, 

Lying  vpon  a flood  nearc  to  the  Teas, 

Both  men  and  vittell  were  fupplyde  at  eafe. 

To  mufter  men  Marflio  had  commifllon. 

For  to  fupply  the  place  of  them  were  loft, 


Of  (hipps  ofwarr  there  was  no  finale  prouifion, 
Soonehadhe  gatherd  vp  a mighty  hoft: 

There  was  no  want  of  armour  and  munition, 

Ther  e was  nofpare  of  labour  nor  of  coft. 

That  with  fuch  taxes,  Affrica  was  feffed, 

That  all  the  Citties  were  full  fore  opreffed. 

J 

Furtherking./#^<*»?rt»r,that  he  might  winn 
Fierce  l{odomont,to  ayd  him  with  his  power, 
Offerd  a match  of  one  of  his  neare  km. 

King  .Allmonts  daughter  with  a Realm  in  dower: 
He  of  his  proffers  paffeth  not  a pinn, 

But  keeps  the  bridge  and  doth  the  paffage  feower. 
That  with  his  fpoyles, the  place  was  wellny  filled. 
Of  thofc  he  had  difinountedjtanc, and  killed. 

6 

But  fayre  Marfifa  t.ooke  another  way: 

For  when  fee  hard  how  long  the  fiege  hadlaftcd. 
How  Agrttmart'.  his  campe  at  Arly  lay, 

How  both  his  men  were  flayn,&  ftore  was  wafted. 
She  fought  no  caufe  of  any  more  delay, 

But  thither  ftrayt  without  inuiting  hafted, 
Offringhevpurfe  and  perfbn  in  the  fight. 

In  the  deff.-nding  of  his  crown  and  right. 
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Bringing  Btmnello, to  the  king  fee  gaue  him. 

Who  had  giu’n  caufe  of  very  iuft  offence. 

Ten  dayes  and  ten, fee  did  of  curific  faue  him. 

To  fee  who  durft  to  ftand  in  his  defence; 

But  when  y no  man  made  the  means  to  haue  him. 
Though  fee  to  kill  him  had  fo  good  pretence. 
She  thought  it  bafe,  her  noble  h ands  to  fyle, 
Vponan  abicAdaftcrd,and  a rile. 

Deferring 


I 


the 

Moratt  of this 
heoke. 


Lookf  in  the 
htftorie  tftim 
tootle. 

Lucan  fkith  thus 
rf^icmcna. 
Lluacumfiue- 
returoUmfi  re-. 
£lar,  Lucifer  urn 
ter  tujferat  He- 
j^eron  ejfe. 
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Deferring  the  reuenge  of  all  his  wro''g, 

She  vnto  Arly  brouglit  him  to  the  king; 

Whofe  ioy  to  tell, would  askc  a learned  tongue. 
Both  for  the  aid,  and  prefenc  fhe  did  bring: 

^ (For  fliew  whcreol,bcfore  it  fhould  be  long, 

He  did  intend  to  make  iBwwl/o.  wring : 

And  at  what  time  ihepleafed  to  appoint, 

To  hauehimfent  to  crackhis  chiefeft  ioynt.) 
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Eanifht  vnto  fomedefart  place  he  was. 

To  ferue  for  meat  for  carrion  crowes  and  pyes, 
Ksgeto  that  had  helpt  him  oft  (alas) 

N ow  cannot  heare  his  pitteous  mones  and  ctyes; 
He  lyes  fore  wounded,as  it  comes  ro  palTe, 

Little  knowes  he  where  poore  Brunelk  lyc^ : 

And  when  he  vnderftands  thereof  at  laft. 

It  IS  lb  late  alreadic  it  is  paft. 

10  ' 

This  while  what  torments  Bradamatit  indured, 

Thofe  twentie  days, how  did  Ihe  wailc  & moume? 
During  which  time  Ihe  thought  hcrfclfe  affured. 
Her  loue  ro  her, and  to  the  faith  fliould  turne: 
she  makes  no  doubt  but  he  might  haue  procured 
W ithin  that  IJiace  to  make  his  home  returne, 

(Yea  chough  he  were  inprilbnkeptorbanilhed) 
If  troth  and  care  ofher  were  nowll  vanillicd. 

11 

In  tliis  long  looking  (lie  would  often  blame, 

The  ficrie  couriers  of  the  heaucniy  light. 

She  thought  y jPteiw#  wheeles  were  out  of  frame. 
Or  that  his  charriotwas  not  in  good  plight: 
Jofuahs  day  feemd  Ihorter  then  thefe  lame ; 
Slioiter  did  feemc  the  falfe  ^mphitriow  night:(bled 
Each  day  & night  Ihe  thought  was  more  the  dou- 
So  fancie  blind, her  Icncc  and  rcafon  troubled. 

IX 

Now  Ihe  enuyes  the  Dormoiile  ofhis  reft. 

And  wilhes  that  fomcheauy  fleep  might  take  her 
Wherewith  Ihe  might  moft  deadly  be  pofleft. 

Till  her  I{pgero  ftiould  returne  to  wake  her : 

■But  waking  cares  ay  lodged  in  her  breft. 

That  her  defted  fleepe  did  quite  forfake  her : 

To  fleepe  fo  long  doth  fo  muchpafl'e  her  power. 
She  cannot  frame  her  eyes  to  wiackc  one  hower. 

Butturnesand  tolTesinherreftleire  bed, 

(Alasno  turning  turnes  her  cares  away) 

Oft  at  the  window  fhepurs  forth  her  hed. 

To  fee  how  neare  it  waxeth  vnto  day; 

When  by  the  dawning,  datkelomenightis  fled 
She  notwithftanding  ftands  at  tlic  fame  (lay ; 

And  durins:  all  the  time  the  day  doth  laft. 

She  wilhes  for  the  night  againe  as  fall:. 

when  fifreene  dayes  weare  of  the  twentie  (pent. 

She  growes  in  hope,thac  his  approch  is  ny. 

From  an  high  towre  with  eyes  to  Paris  bent. 

She  waites  and  watches  if  Ihe  can  defery 
At  Icaft  fomc  melTengcr  that  he  hath  fent, 

May  bring  the  news  where  her  fwcet  hart  doth  lie; 
And  fatiffic  her  mind  by  what  hard  chance , 

He  is  conftraind  toftay  fo  long  in  Franec< 
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Ifa  farrcofthe  lhineof  Armour  bright, 

Or  any  thing  like  to  a knight  Ihe  Ipies, 

She  ftraight  way  hopes  it  is  her  onely  knight. 

And  wipes  her  face  and  clears  her  blubbred  eyes.' 
If  any  one  vnarm’d  come  in  her  light. 

It  may  be  one  from  him  ,(he  doth  furmifee 
And  though  by  proofc  llie  findc  each  hope  vntrue, 
Sheceafech  not  for  that,  to  hope  anew. 

16 

Sometime  all  arm’d  Ihe  mounteth  onher  ftecd. 

And  fo  rides  forth  in  hope  to  mectc  her  dcare. 
But  foone  fome  fancie  her  conceit  doth  feed. 
That  he  is  paft  fome  other  way  more  neare: 
Thenhomeward  hafteth  (lie  with  as  much  Ipeed, 
Yet  fhc  at  home  no  newes  ofhim  can  heare: 

From  day  to  day  flie  paffeth  on  this  falhion, 
Hither  and  thither  tofledwith  herpaftlon. 

17 

Now  when  her  twentie  dayes  were  full  expired. 

And  belide  thofe,  were  palfed  fome  dayes  more. 
Yet  not  Kpgero  come,  whom  (he  defired, 

Her  heart  with  care  and  Ibrrowes  waxed  lore; 
With  cries  & plaints ,the  woods  & caucs  (he  tyted 
Herbreafts  (he  beat,hcr  golden  locks  (he  tore. 
Nor  while  thefe  gripes  of  griefe  her  hart  embrace 
Doth  llie  forbeare  her  eyes  or  Angels  face. 

18 

why  then  (quoth  (he)  befeemes  it  me  in  vaine. 

To  feeke  him  ftil,who  thus  from  me  doth  Aide? 
Shall  I efteeme  ofhim  that  doth  difdainc 
My  fute,  and  fcorne  the  torments  I abide? 

Him,  in  whofe  heart  a hate  of  me  doth  raine. 

Him  jthat  accounts  his  vertucs  fo  well  tride. 

As  chough  fome  goddefle  fhould  from  heati’n  de- 
Before  y he  his  heart  to  louc  would  bend? , (feend 

Stout  as  he  is,  he  knowes  how  well  I loue  him. 

And  how  1 honour  him  with  all  my  hart. 

Yet  can  my  hoc  affeftion  nothing  moue  him, 
Tolet  me  of  his  loue  polfelfe  fome  part: 

And  left  he  might  percciue  it  would  behouchim. 
To  cafe  my  griefe,  if  he  did  know  my  fmarc, 

To  giue  me  hearing  of  my  plaint  he  fearcs,  , 

As  to  the  charmc  the  adder,  ftoppes  hjs  eares. 

10 

Louc;  flop  his  courfe  that  doth  foloofely  range. 

And  flit  fo  faft  before  my  forrie  pace;  . 

Or  with  my  former  ftate  elle  let  me  change. 
When  1 fouglit  not  to  trackc  thy  tedious  trace: 

1 hope  in  vainc;  mercie  to  thee  is  ftrangc. 

Thou  doft  triumph  vpon  my  piteous  cafe: 

Hearts  be  thy  meat,  thy  drinkefslouers  teares, 
Their  cries  the  Mulicke  doth  delight  thine  eares, 
21 

Whom  do  I blame?  it  was  my  fond  defii  e,' 

That  firft  entift  me  to  this  killing  call. 

And  made  me  paft  my  reach, (bfarre  afpire. 

That  now  I feclc  the  greater  is  my  fall: 

For  when  aloft  my  wings  be  toucht  with  Arc, 
Then  farewell  flight  and  I am  left  to  fall; 

But  ftill  they  fpring,and  ftill  I vpward  tend. 

And  ftill  I fee  my  fall,  and  findc  no  end, 

Z 


Sentenct  ng/tinU 
latte. 
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DcHrcquodi  I?  my  felfe  1 was  to  light, 

To  giuc  dcfirc  an  entrance  in  my  breft. 

Who  when  he  had  my  reafon  put  to  flight. 

And  of  my  heart  him  Iclfe  was  full  poifeft. 

No  roome  for  ioy  is  Jeft,or  hearts  delight; 

Since  I do  harbour  this  vnruly  gueft. 

Who  though  he  guidemetomy  ccrtainc  fall. 
The  longexpcdancegrieues  meworft  of  all. 

Mine  be  the  fault  then,  if  it  be  a fault. 

To  loue  a knight  deferues  to  bcbeloued, 

With  all  good  mward  parts  fo  richly  fraughr, 
Whofe  vcrtuesbefoknownc,andwcll  approued: 
And  more  ;whom  would  not  his  fweete  face  hau  e 
My  fclf,I  mull c6fes,his  beautie  moued.-  (caught? 
What  blind  vnhappie  wretch  were  he  would  fhun. 
The  pleafing  fight,  of  the  moft  precious  fiin  ? 

24 

Bcfide  my  deftinie  which  drew  me  on. 

By  others  fugred  fpeach  1 was  entrained, 

As  though  I fhould  by  this  great  match  anon. 
Another  Paradice  on  earth  hauc  gained; 

But  now  their  words  into  the  wind  be  gon, 

I in  a Purgatorie  am  reftriined: 

Well  may  I curfe  Marlin  the  falfe  deceauer. 

Yet  my  i$gero  1 fliall  loue  for  eucr. 

IT 

I hop’t  of  er/iVw  and  promifes, 

Who  did  fuch  flories  of  our  race  foretell*  * 

This  is  the  profit  of  beleeuingprophefies. 

And  giuing  credit  to  the  fjiritcs  of  hell; 

Alasjthey  might  hauc  found  them  better  offices, 
Then  to  flou  c mcjthat  trufled  them  fo  well: 

But  all  for  enuie  haue  they  wrought  me  this, 

For  to  bercaue  me  of  my  former  blis. 

Her  fighs  and  lamentations  were  not  fained. 

Small  place  was  left  for  comfort  in  her  breft: 

But  fpite  of  forowesjhopc  was  entertained. 

And  though  witli  much  a do,  yet  in  it  preil; 
Eafing  her  mourning  h eart  when  flic  complained 
And  giuing  her  fometimes,  fomc  lide  reft. 

By  the  remembrance  of  the  words  he  fpake. 

When  he  was  forft  ofher  his  leaue  to  take. 

17 

The  minding  of  tliofe  words  did  fb  recure 

Her  wounded  heart,  that  Ihe  was  well  content^ 
For  a months  (pace  his  abfence  to  endure. 

After  his  dayes  of  promife  were  quite  fpent; 

But  ftiU  flie  lookt  for  him  you  may  be  fure. 

And  many  a time  that  way  fhe  came  and  went. 
Till  by  the  way  atlaft  fucli  newes  fhe  hard. 

That  all  the  hope  fhe  had  before,  was  mard. 

28 

For  fhebychaunce  metwithaGafeoigne  knight. 
That  in  the  warres  of  Affrica  was  caught. 

One  that  was  taken  cajitiue  in  that  fight. 

When  before  Paris  the  great  field  was  fought. 
What  flic  requires  to  know  flie  could  recite. 

But  careleffe  of  the  other  news  he  brought, 

Ofher  E^gero  chiefly  fhe  enquiers. 

To  hearc  of  him  is  all  that  fhe  defiers, 


a? 

Of  whom  the  knight  could  let  her  vnderftand, 

(For  in  that  Court  he  late  his  life  had  led) 

How  Mandricard  and  he  fought  hand  to  hand, 

And  how  much  blood  on  cither  part  was  Ihcd: 

And  though  by  wounds  him  felfe  in  perill  (land. 

That  he  fubdewd  his  fo,andkfthimdcd. 

Now  if  with  thisjhis  ftorie  he  had  ended, 
i^o^erorfculchad  veric  well  bin  mended. 

30 

But  he  proccedeth  farther,  how  was  thcare, 
ALadiehight/Wtfr^/kin  thefccld, 

Whofe  fame  for  martial  afts  did  fliine  moft  clearc 
Whofe  beautie  r.irc  to  few  or  none  did  yccld: 

Ro^rro her,  ihe  held  Epge7o  dcare. 

They  ncuer  were  a funder  or  butfeeld, 

And  that  they  two,as  eu’ric  one  there  faith. 

The  tone  the  tother  plighted  hauc  their  faith. 

31 

And  if  ]\ogero  once  were  whole  and  found, 

Their  wedding  fhould  be  celebrate  with  lpcc<^ 

That  the  like  paire  as  yet  was  neuer  found. 

And  happie  they  fhould  come  of  fuch  a feed: 

How  much  it  ioy’d  the  Pagan  Princes  round. 

To  thinkc  vpon  the  race  they  two  fhoiJd  breed, 

Which  likely  were  all  others  to  excell 
In  feats  ofarmes  that  erft  on  earth  did  dwell. 

32- 

The  Gafeoigne  knight  all  that  which  he  had  fed. 

Him  felfe  had  reafon  to  bcleeuc  was  footh. 

So  general!  a fame  therof  was  fpred. 

There  were  but  few  but  had  it  in  their  mouth. 

Some  litlekindneffe  fhedid  vfe,hadfed 
Their  foolifh  humour  of  this  falfe  vntruth; 

Still  fame  will  grow  if  once  abrode  it  flic,  Smtnet. 

Whether  it  be  a troth  or  be  a lye. 

33  . 

They  came  together  both  vnto  this  fight. 

And  many  times  together  they  were  feenc. 

He  was  a warlicke,  ftout  and  worthie  knight. 

She  was  a gallant, faire, and  daintie  Quccne, 

By  which,  fiifpition  neuer  fudging  right. 

Did  gather  ftraight  they  had  afllired  beenc: 

And  fpccially  bccaufe  when  fhe  departed. 

To  viut  him  flte  was  fofoonercuerted. 


Of  iuft  fufpeft  their  reafon  was  but  ficnder. 

If  they  had  weighed  well  their  vertucsrarc. 

Though  ofhis  wounds  fhe  feemd  to  be  fo  tender," 

And  ofhis  daungcr  had  fb  great  a care; 

Againft  bad  tongues  goodnes  can  not  defend  her,  Sttumt, 
Thofc  be  moft  free  fro  faults,  they  leaft  wil  fpare. 

But  prate  of  them  whom  they  haue  fcantly  known 
ludging  their  humours  to  be  like  their  owne. 

3T 

Now  when  the  knight  auowd  the  talc  he  told, 

(Andyetin  truth  you  know  it  was  a tale) 
Brodamantsheartwas  touchtwith  fhiucring  cold. 

The  litle  hope  fhe  had  away  it  ftale, 

Readie  to  found,  her  feate  fhe  fcarce  could  hold ' 

With  mourning  chcarc,  and  face  both  wan  & pale 
She  faid  no  more : but  mad  with  griefe  and  ire, 

Turnd  her  horfe  head,  and  homeward  did  rcrire. 

AU 
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All  in  her  armour  on  her  bed  (he  lyes, 

Wifliing  a thoufand  times  that  ihc  were  ded. 

By  ting  the  (heets  to  dampc  her  fobs  and  cries^ 
The  Gafeoigns  newes  ftill  beating  in  her  bed: 
Swolne  is  her  Iieart,  and  blubberd  be  her  eyes, 
Wnh  trickling  tcares  bedewed  is  her  bed. 

When  griefe  would  be  no  longer  holdcn  in. 

Needs  ou  t it  muft,  and  thus  it  doth  begin. 

37 

Wretch  that  I ani,whom  might  a maiden  findc. 

In  whom  (he  might  be  bold  to  put  her  truft? 

Since  you  I{ogero  mine,  become  vnkinde. 

And  tread  your  faith  and  promife  in  the  duftj 
You  only  you, mine  eye  fo  farre  did  blynd, 

I ftiU  efteemd  you  faithful!,  true  and  iuft; 
Neuerpoore  wench  thatloiied  fofincerely, 

Was  in  requitall  punifht  fo  feuerely. 

38 

why  (my  why  do, you  forget? 

(Sith  you  in  bcautic  paffe  each  other  knight. 

And  do  in  feats  of  armes  fuch  honor  get. 

As  none  can  match  your  chiualrie  in  fight) 

This  golden  vertue  with  the  reft  to  fet, 

By  which  yo'  glorious  name  wil  fnine  more  bright 
If  as  in  other  gracesyou  abound, 

So  in  your  promife  coaftancie  were  found? 

39 

This  is  the  vertue  breeds  moft  eftimation, 

By  which  all  other  vertues  (hew  more  clearc, 

As  things  moft  faire  do  loofe  their  comendation, 
Which  by  the  want  oflightcannoc  appcarc: 
What  glorie  was  it  by  falfeproteftation. 

To  deceauc  her  whofe  faint  and  god  you  wearc? 
Whom  your  faire  (peeches  might  hauc  made  bc- 
That  water  would  be  carride  in  a feeiic.  (lecue, 

40 

From  anie  halnous  aft  wouldft  thou  refrainc. 

That  murdreft  her  who  bears  thee  fo  good  will? 
How  wouldft  thou  vfe  thy  foe,  that  thtis  in  paine, 
SufFi  eft  thy  frend  to  be  tormented  ftill? 

Thou  that  with  breach  of  faith  thy  hart  doft  ftain. 
Surely  thou  doft  not  care  fordoingill; 

W ell  this  1 know,  that  God  is  cuer  iuft. 

He  will  cr  long  reuengc  my  wrongs  I truft. 

41 

For  why  vnthankfulnclTe  is  that  great  fin. 

Which  made  the  Dcuill  and  his  angels  fall. 

Loft  him  and  them  the  ioy  es  that  they  were  in. 
And  now  in  hell  detaincs  them  bound  and  thralF 
Maikc  the  reward  that  thou  art  like  to  win. 

For  the  like  faults,  like  punifhment  do  call. 

In  being  fo  vnthankfull  vnto  me. 

That  always  was  lo  faitlifull  vnto  thee. 

41 

Befides  of  theft  thy  felfe  thou  canft  not  quit. 

If  it  be  theft  to  take  that  is  not  thine; 

The  keeping  of  my  heart,  that  is  not  it. 

That  thou  fhouldfthaue  it  I do  not  repine. 

Thy  felfe  thou  ftalft,  which  I can  not  remit, 

T hy  felf  thou  knowft  thou  art,or  fhouldft  be  mine, 
Thou  knowft  damnation  doth  to  them  belong. 
That  dokccpebackc  anochers  right  ty  wrong. 


Though  thou  J^ero  do  forfake  me  lb, 

I can  notwill  nor  chufe  but  loue  thee  ftill; 

And  fince  there  is  no  mcafureofmy  wo. 

Death  is  the  only  way  to  end  my  will; 

Thus  to  cut  of  my  life, and  thou  my  fo 
It  makes  me  do  it  with  a worfer  wil4 
But  had  1 dy de  when  beft  I did  thee  pleafe, 

1 (hould  hauc  counted  death,  no  death  but  cafe* 
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When  with  thefe  words  (he  was  refolu’d  to  dy. 

She  tooke  her  fword  in  hand  for  that  intent. 
Forcing  her  felfe  vpon  the  point  toly; 

Her  armour  then  her  purpofe  did  preuent. 
Abetter  Ipirit  checkt  her  by  and  by." 

And  in  her  heart  this  fecret  reafon  went, 

O noble  Ladic  borne  to  lb  great  fame. 

Wilt  thou  thus  end  thy  days  withfo  great  Ihamc-* 
4f 

Nay  rather  if  thou  bceft  refolu’d  to  dy, 

Vnto  the  campe  why  doft  thou  not  repaire, 

Where  bodies  of  braue  knights  in  heaps  do  ly? 
There  is  to  honor  the  direfteft  ftayre, 

The  Ioffe  oflife  with  glorie  thou  mayftbuy. 

To  die  in  thy  I{$geros  fight  were  fayre. 

And  happily  by  him  thou  mayftbc  flainc. 

So  he  that  wrought  thy  wo,may  rid  thy  paine. 
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Thou  mayft  be  lure  Marfijh  tlicre  to  fee. 

Who  hath  fo  falfly  ftolne  away  thy  frend; 

If  firft  on  her  thou  couldft  reuenged  be. 

With  more  contented  mind  thy  dayes  would  end: 
Vnto  this  counfell  flie  doth  beft  agree; 

And  onward  on  this  iourney  ftraight  doth  tend. 
Taking  a new  deuife  that  might  implic 
A defpeiation,andawiU  to  die. 
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The  culler  of  her  bales  was  almoft. 

Like  to  the  falling  whitifh  Icaues  anddrie. 

Which  when  the  moiftu  re  of  the  braunch  is  loft, 
Forfakenly  about  the  tree  do  lye. 

With  cipreffe  trunks  embrodred  and  emboft, 
(Cipreffe  once  being  cut  will  alway es  die) 

A fine  conceipt,  liucly  to  reprclent. 

In  fecret  fort  her  inward  difeontent. 
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She  tooke  ^fiolfoshotie  and  Goldclauncc, 

As  fitteft  both  for  this  her  prefent  feat, 
Thatlpeare  could  make  y braueft  knight  todauc* 
And  caper  with  a tuch  befidehis  feate. 

But  where  ^ftolfo  had  it,  by  what  chaunce. 

Or  why  he  gauc  it,  need  I not  repeate. 

She  rooke  it,  notwithftanding  her  eleftion. 

Not  knowing  of  that  magicaUconfeftion. 
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Thus  all  alone  without  both  Squire  and  page. 

Thus  furnifhed  ftie  fet  her  felfe  in  way  , 

To  Paris  ward  fhe  tratield  in  a rage, 

Wheras  the  campe  of  Sarzins  lately  lay. 

And  (as  fhe  thought)  kept  vp  king  Charts  in  cage,  , 
Not  vnderftanding  how  before  that  day, 
aiding  C/wr/w  with  Mdageege, 

Had  forced  them  from  thence  to  raife  their  fecgc. 
Zij 
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Now  had  flic  left  mount  Dordon  at  herbacke, 
yllania.  When  litle  way  behind  her  flic  deferide, 

Looketn  thtal'  A gallant  Dainfell  following  of  her  trackc, 

^ ibield  of  gold  vnto  her  faddlc  tidej 

mt  efgo,  Squires  and  other  feruants  none  did  lacke. 

And  three  braue  knights  were  riding  by  her  fide. 
One  of  the  Squires  that  ouertooke  her  laft. 

She  asked  what  thofc  were  that  by  her  paft. 

Straight  to  the  worthic  Ladic  it  was  told. 

How  from  Pole  Artike  that  fame  damfell  came. 
Sent  by  a Queene,  with  that  fairc  ftiield  of  gold, 
VncokingC/;4r/er  (that  there  was  known  by  fame) 
But  lb,  as  he  muft  this  condition  hold. 

That  on  a knight  he  muftbeftow  the  fame. 

Such  one  ashe  in  his  imagination. 

For  prowefle  deemd  worthy  moft  reputation. 

She  that  of  Ifland  He  doth  hold  the  raigne, 

And  is  (and  knows  it)  that  flic  is  moft  faire. 
Thinks  that  flie  fliould , her  worth  not  litle  ftaine. 
And  her  great  fame  and  honor  much  inipaire. 

If  anic  knight  her  and  her  lie  fliould  gainc. 
Except  he  flood  lb  high  on  honors  ft  aire. 

As  that  he  were  adiudg’d  in  feats  of  warre. 

The  primer  man,  and  pafling  others  farre. 
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Wherfore  the  caufe  flie  fends  to  France  is  tliis. 

She  thinks  if  flie  fliall  finde  one  any  where. 

That  in  the  Court  of  France  he  furcly  is: 

I And  therfafe  flie  doth  fend  to  feeke  him  there. 

As  for  thofc  three,  becaufe  you  fliall  not  mifle. 
To  know  the  truth.  He  tell  you  what  they  were: 
They  werc.iij.kings,ofwh5  great  fame  there  goth. 
Of  Norway  onc,one  Swcthland,  one  of  Goth. 
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Thefe  three,  though  far  they  dwell  from  Ifland  He, 
Loire  of  that  Queen  yet  brought  the  all  three  thi- 
T his  He  is  calld  Perdu  ta  otherwhile , (thcr, 

Becaufc  the  fca  men  leefe  it  in  foule  weather: 
Thefe  kings  lin’d  from  their  country  in  exile. 

And  to  this  Queene  were  futcrs'all  together: 

And  flie  that  knew  not  well  how  to  forbid  them. 
With  this  famepretie  fliift,from  thcce  flic  rid  the. 

She  faith  flie  minds  to  wed  for  her  behoofe, 

That  wight  that  moft  excclls  in  warlicke  aftion. 
And  though  (quoth  flie  ) you  (hew  no  litle proofc. 
Of  value  here  (as  twerc  in  priuat  faftion) 

Yet  Imufthaucyou  tride  more  farre  aloofc. 
Before  my  mind  canhaue  full  fiitisfaSion: 
Wherfore  I meanc  my  felfe  and  crowne  toyeeld. 
Only  to  him  that  bringcthbackc  my  flieeld. 

This  is  the  caufe  that  thefe  three  kings  did  moue. 
Each  one  to  come,  from  lb  remote  a nation, 
Withpurpofe  firmc,theirvtmoft  force  to  proue, 
Either  to  win  die  fliicld  with  reputation. 

Or  leefe  their  Hues,  for  that  faire  Ladies  loue. 

If  that  they  failed  of  their  expeftation. 

When  he  had  told  her  thus,  he  her  forlboke, 
Andfoonehis  companieheouertooke. 
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Bradamant  rode  a foftcrpacc  behynd, 

So  that  flic  in  a while  had  loft  their  fight. 

And  often  flicreuolucd  in  her  mynd. 

The  talc  tliefcUow  told,with  fmail  delight. 

She  doubts  this  fliicld  beftowd  in  fuch  a kynd. 
Will  be  ill  Franc  c,a  caufe  of  brail  and  fight. 

That  this  will  be  a mcancs  flic  greatly  fcares, 

To  fet  her  kin  together  by  the  earcs. 

This  fancie  mou’d  her  much,  bu  t more  then  this. 
That  former  icaloulc  fancie  did  her  moue. 

That  her  ^o^eros  kindiiefle  altcrd  is. 

That  onMrfrjJyihehadplafthislouc. 

This  fo  pofleft  her  fence  that  flie  did  milTe 
Her  way,  norncucr  thought  as  did  bchoue, 

Till  night  was almoft  come,andfunncnighfet. 
Where  Ihe  a lodging  for  her  felfe  may  get. 
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Eu’n  as  an  cmptic  vcflcll  that  was  tyde, 

Vnto  the  wharfc,  with  fomc  old  rotten  cable. 

If  that  the  knot  do  hap  to  breake  or  Hide, 

So  that  to  hold,it  be  no  longer  able. 

Is  borne  away,  aspicale  the  wynd  and  tide: 

So  Bmdamanty  with  mynd  and  thoughts  vnftable, 
W as  in  fuch  mufe,  that  flic  the  right  way  mift. 
And  fo  was  borne,  where  Rabicano  lift. 
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But  when  flic  faw  the  funne  was  almoft  fet, 

She  tookc  more  heede,  and  asking  of  a clownc, 

( A fliephcrd  that  by  hap  there  by  Ihe  met) 

Where  Ihe  might  lodging  get  er  funne  w cr  down: 
The  fliephcrd  made  her  anfwer,  that  as  yet 
She  was  almoft  three  leagues  from  anic  towne. 
Or  other  place  where  flie  might  eate  or  lodge, 

S aue  at  a Caftic  calld  fir  T riflrams  lodge. 
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But  eu’ric  one  that lift,is  not  aflured. 

Though  he  do  thither  come,  to  ftay  therin. 

To  martiall  feats  they  muft  be  well  inured. 

With  Ipcarc  & fliield  they  muft  their  lodging  win: 
Such  cuftomc  in  the  place  hath  long  endured. 
And  manic  years  ago  it  did  begin, 

Wherfore  tis  good  that  one  be  well  aduifed. 

Ear  fuch  an  aft  by  him  be  enterprifed. 
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In  briefe  thus  is  their  order,  if  a knight 

Do  finde  the  lodgings  voyd,  they  him  reccaue, 
With  promife,  that  if  more  ariuc  that  night. 
Either  he  fliall  to  them  his  lodging  Icaue, 

Or  elfe  with  each  of  them  fliall  proue  in  fight, 
Which  of  them  c an  of  lodging  tother  reaue: 

If  none  do  come  that  night  he  fliall  in  quiet, 

Hauc  both  his  horfmeat,lodging,and  his  diet. 

If  fourc  or  fiue  do  colne  together  firft, 

T he  Caftic  keeper  them  muft  entertainc. 

Who  commeth  Angle  afcer,haththe  worft. 

For  ifhe  hope  a lodging  there  to  gaine. 

He  muft  (according  to  that  law  accurft) 

Fight  with  all  thole,  that  did  therein  remaine: 
Likewife  ifoiie  come  firft,  and  more  come  later. 
He  muft  go  fight  with  them  yet  ncare  the  later. 
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The  like  cafe  is, if  any, maid  or  damej 
Come  or  alone,  or  elfe  accompanyed. 

Both  they  chat  firft,and  they  that  latcft  came, 
Miift  by  a lurie  hauc  their  beauties  cryed : 

Then  (hall  the  faireft  of  them  hold  the  fame, 

But  to  the  reft  that  come  flialbc  denyed: 

Thus  much  the  (heppard  vntoher  did  fay. 

And  with  his  finger  (hewd  to  her  the  way. 
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About  foure  miles  was  diftant  then  the  place. 
Thither  the  damfell  hafts  with  great  delirej 
And  though  that  Rabycano  trot  a pace. 

Yet  was  the  way  fo  deepe  and  full  of  myre, 
Thefnow  and  drift  ftill  beating  in  their  face. 

She  later  came  then  manners  good  require; 

But  though  it  were  as  then  both  darke  and  late. 
She  boldly  bounced  at  the  caftle  gate. 
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The  porter  told  her  that  the  lodgings  all 

Were  filld  by  knights, that  late  before  them  tookc 
Who  now  ftood  by  the  fire  amid  the  hall. 

And  did  ear  long  to  hauc  their  fupper  looke: 
Wcll(anfweres  lhe)thenhaue  they  caufe  but  final 
(If they  be  (upperles)  to  thankethecooke: 

1 know  (quoth  (he)  the  cuftome,and  wil  kcepe  it. 
And  mcane  to  win  their  lodging  carl  (leepe  yet. 
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The  Porter  went  and  did  her  meflage  bold. 

To  thofe  great  dates,  then  ftanding  by  the  fire. 
Who  tooke  final  plcafure  when  they  heard  it  told 
For  thence  to  part  they  hadfo  final!  defire  r 
Chiefly  now  it  was  rayny,  darke  and  coldj 
But  fotheir  oth  and  orderdid  require, 

Th at  they  muft  needs  go,  were  it  cold  or  warme , 
And  therefore  quickly  they  themfeluesdidarmc. 
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Thtfe  were  thofe  three  great  kings, whom  y fame  day 
Dame  Bradamant  had  feene  but  few  houres  pad. 
Though  they  had  fooner  finilhed  their  way, 
Becaufe  (he  rode  fofoft  and  they  fo  fad. 

Now  when  they  were  al  armd,  they  make  no  ftay , 
But  all  on  horfebacke  mount  thcmfclues  at  lad: 
No  doubt  but  few  in  ftrcngtli  thefe  three  did  pafte 
Yet  of  thofe  few,furc  one  this  damfell  was. 
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Who purpoid  (as  it  feemeth)  nothing  IcfiTe, 

Then  in  fo  wet, and  in  fo  cold  a night. 

To  lacke  a lodging  and  flecpefiipperleffe: 

Now  thofe  within  at  windowesfee  the  fight. 

The  men  themfclueson  horflaackc  do  addieflTe, 
To  looke  thereon,  for  why  the  moone  gaue  light: 
And  thus  at  laft  though  firft  twere  venelate, 
They  did  abafe  the  bridge  and  ope  the  gate^ 
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Eu’n  as  a fecreat  and  lafeiuious  louer, 

Rcioyceth  much  when  after  long  dclayes. 

And  many  fearcs,in  which  his  hope  did  houer, 
Heheares  at  laft  die  noyfe  ofpritie  kayes ; 

So  Bradamant  that  hopes  now  to  recouer 
A lodging,  for  the  which  (b  long  (he  ftayes. 

Did  in  her  mind  in  fuch  like  (ort  reioyce , 

When  as  (he  heard  the  watchfull  Porters  voyce. 


Now  when  tho(c  knights  & fome  few  of  their  traine. 

Were  paft  y bridge,thc  dame  her  horfc  doth  turnc 
To  take  the  field, and  then  with  (peed  againe. 

With  ful  carryre,  (lie  doth  on  them  returne, 

Couching  that  fpcare,ncucryet  coucht  in  vaine. 

For  whom  it  hits  it  ftill  doth  ouerturne: 

This  (pearc  her  cofin,when  he  went  from  France, 

Gaue  ynto  her, the  name  was  Goldclancc. 
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The  valiant  king  of  Swethland  was  the  firft 
That  met  her,  and  the  next  the  king  of  Goth, 

The  ftaffe  doth  hit  them  full  and  neuerburft. 

But  from  their  faddlcs  it  did  heaue  them  both: 

But  the  good  king  ofNorwayfped  the  worft. 

It  feemd  to  leaue  his  faddle  he  was  lotli; 

His  gy rfes  brake, and  he  fell  vpfide  downc, 

Rcadie  in  dirt  and  myre,to  choke  and  drowne. 

Thus  at  three  blows,thtce  kings  flie  downc  didbeare 
Hoyfing  their  hecles  full  hie , their  heads  full  low. 

Then  enterd  (he  the  caftle  without  feare, 

They  (land  without  that  night  in  raine  and  (now : 
Yetcar(he  could  get  in, one  caufd  herfweare 
Tokeepe  the  cuftomc,which  they  made  her  know; 

And  then  the  maftcr  doth  to  her  great  honor, 

And  entertainment  great  bellowed  on  her. 
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Now  when  the  Ladicdiddifarmehcrhcd, 

Offwith  her  helmet  came  her  little  call. 

And  all  her  hairc  her  flioulders  ou  er  (pred. 

And  both  her  fex  and  name  was  knowne  withalj. 

And  wonder  great  and  admiration  bred. 

In  them  that  (aw  her  make  three  Princes  fall: 

For  why,  (he  (hewd  to  be  in  all  their  fight. 

As  faire  in  face,as  (he  was  fierce  in  fight. 
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Eu’n  as  a ftage  fet  forth  with  pompc  and  pride,  Stmili, 

Where  rich  men  coft  and  cunning  art  beftow. 

When  cu  rtaines  be  remoou’d  that  all  did  hide, 

Maketh  by  light  of  torch  a glittting  (how: 

Or  as  the  (iinne  that  in  a cloud  did  bide,  Simdh 

When  that  is  gone,doth  clearer  feeme  to  grow; 

So  Bradamant  when  as  her  head  was  bared. 

Her  culler  and  her  bewtie  feemed  rareft. 
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Now  ftood  the  guefts,  all  round  about  the  fire 
Expedting  food,with  talke  their  eares  yet  feeding. 

While  cu’rie  one  doth  wonder  and  admire, 

Herlpecch  and  grace,the  others  all  exceeding. 

The  while  her  hoft  to  tell  (he  doth  defire. 

How  &fr6  whencc,thiscuftome  was  proceeding. 

That  men  were  driu’n,  vnto  their  great  difquiet. 

To  combat  for  their  lodging  and  their  diet. 
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Madame  (faid  he)  fomtime  there  rul’d  in  Fraunce, 

King  Per4monr,whofc  forme  a comly  knight, 

Clodian  by  name,by  good  or  euill  chaunce, 

Vpon  alouely  Ladie  did  alight: 

But  as  we  fee  it  oftentimes  doth  chaunce. 

That  iealoufie  inloue  marres  mans  delight: 

So  he  of  her  in  time  fo  iealoufe  grew, 

Hedurft  not  let  her  go  out  of  his  yew. 
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Ncucr  did  ^rgoskcc^e  the  milkcwhite  cow' 

More  ftraight,then  Clodian  here  did  keep  his  wife, 
T enne  knights  cake  to  this  place  he  doth  allow. 
Thereby  for  to  prciient  all  cafuall  ftrife: 

Thus  betweene  hope  and  feare,!  know  not  how. 
As  he.prolongs  his  felfe  tormenting  life; 

The  good  fir  TriJiram  thither  did  rep  air c. 

And  in  his  company  a Ladic  fairc. 
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Whom  he  had  from  a gy  ant  little  fince 

Refeude,  by  whom  pofleft  he  did  her  findc, 
SkTriSiram  fought  for  lodging  with  the  Prince, 
For  then  the  funne  was  verie  low  declindc: 

But  as  a horfe  with  galled  backe  will  wince, 

Eu’n  fo  outClodyan  with  as  galled  mind; 

Calling  cch  doubt, and  dreading  cu’ric  daungcr. 
Would  by  no  mcanes  be  won  to  lodge  a ftronger; 
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When  as  fir  T rifiram  long  had  prayd  in  vainc. 

And  ftill  denide  the  thing  he  did  demaund, 

That  which  I cannot  with  your  will  obtaine. 

Spite  of  your  hciirts(faidhe)  I willcommaund: 
Hcare  I willproucyourvillanic  moftplainc. 

With  launce  in  reft,  and  with  my  fword  in  hand: 
And  ftraight  he  challenged  the  combat  then. 

To  fight  with  Clodyan, znd  the  other  tenne. 
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Onely  thus  they  agreed  vpon  the  cafe, 

If  Clodyan  and  his  tenne  were  ouerthrowne, 

That  all  then  prefcntly  fho  uld  void  the  place. 
And  that  fir  T riTiram  there  fhoiild  lie  alone: 

Sir  Clodyan  to  aiioid  fo  great  difgracc, 

The  challenge  tookc,for  why  cxcufc  was  none: 

In  fine  both  Clodian  and  his  men  well  knockt. 

And  from  the  Caftle  that  fame  night  were  lockt. 
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TtiTiram  triumphant  to  the  Caftle  came. 

And  for  that  night,as  on  his  owne  he  feazed. 

And  there  he  faw  the  Princes  louely  dame. 

And  talkt  with  her,  who  him  not  little  pleafed: 
This  while  firCW»4»  was  in  part  with  fliame. 

And  more  with  thought  & icalous  feare  difeafed, 
Difdaining  not  in  humble  fort  to  woe  him. 

By  meflage  milde,to  fend  his  wife  vnto  him. 

TriUram  though  her  he  do  not  much  efteeme, 

For  why  (by  meanes  of  an  enchaunted  pocion) 
jyof/<jfaireft  vnto  him  didfeeme, 

T o whom  he  vowed  had  his  whole  dcuotion: 

Yet  for  he  did  the  iealous  Clodiandeeme 
Worthy  fome  plague,  he  flat  denyde  his  motion; 
Swearing  it  were  no  manners  nor  no  rcafon, 

A Ladie  to  vnlodge  at  fuch  a feafbn. 
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But  if  (faith  he)  it  do  his  minde  offend, 

Tolie  allnight  alone  and  cake  abrode, 

T ell  him  I will  this  other  Ladie  fend 
To  him,  that  lhall  with  him  make  her  abode: 

Now  tell  him  that  tokeepe  this  I intend, 

The  which  to  win  I haue  fuch  painc  beftowd: 

Tis  rcafon  that  the  faireft  fhould  remaine. 

With  him  that  is  the  ftrongeft  of  vs  twaine. 


Clodian  in  minde  was  wondrous  malcontent, 

Vfdfb  notlike  aPrincCjbut  like  a patch. 

Puffing  and  blowing  vp  and  downe  he  went 
All  night,  as  one  pointed  tokeepe  a watch: 

But  whether  he  do  chafe,  or  elle  lament. 

He  found  the  knight  for  him  to  hard  a match. 
Next  day  fir  T riTlram  let  him  haue  his  wife. 

And  fo  for  that  time  finiftit  was  the  ftrife. 

S6 

For  openly  he  on  his  honour  fwore. 

That  he  her  honourhad  thatnight  preferued, 
Though  the  difcourtefie  flicwd  him  before. 

Had  at  his  hands  a great  reuenge  deferu  ed: 

Yet  in  that  C/oafyuw  had  lodgedoiit  of  dote. 

He  was  content  that  penance  fhould  haue  ferued: 
Natheles  he  tookc  it  for  no  good  excufe. 

To  fay  that  louc  was  caufe  offuch  abufe. 
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For  loue  fhould  gentle  make  rude  hearts  and  bafe. 
And  not  in  gentle  minde  breed  humors  vile: 

Now  when  fir  T riTlram  pmed  from  the  place. 

Sir  Clodyan  ment  to  ftay  there  but  a while. 

But  to  a knight  that  ftood  much  in  his  grace. 

He  graunts  the  keeping  of  thisftatcly  pile: 
Keeping  one  law  for  him,  and  forhishaires, 
Witheu’rie  one  that  to  the  place  repaircs. 
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Namely ,that  cuerhc  thatwas  moft  ftrong, 

Should  there  be  log’d,  and  (he  that  was  moft  fairc 
A nd  that  the  reft  fhould  take  it  for  no  wrong, 

To  walke  abrode  into  the  open  aire; 

This  is  the  law  which  hath  indured  long, 

And  no  man  may  the  ftrength  thereof  impairc: 
Now  wliilc  the  man  this  ftorie  did  repeat. 

The  fteward  on  the  bord  had  fet  the  meat. 
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The  boord  was  couerd  in  a ftately  hall, 

Whofe  match  fcarfe  in  die  world  was  to  be  feenc. 
With  goodly  piftures  drawne  vpon  the  wall. 

All  round  about,  but  chiefly  on  the  skrine; 

Thcfc  they  did  looke  on  with  delight  not  fmall. 
And  would  haue  quite  forgot  their  meat  I weene, 
Sauc  that  their  noble  hoft  did  them  aduife. 

To  feed  theirbellies  firft,  and  then  their  cys. 
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Now  as  they  did  downe  at  the  table  fit. 

The  maftcrof  the  houfe  began  tolowrc, 

Saying  they  did  an  error  great  commit, 

Tolodge  two  Ladies, come  in  limdrie  howrc; 
Needs  one  muft  be  put  out,where  ear  it  hit. 

And  go  abrode  into  the  cold  and  fhowrc: 

The  faireft  (fith  they  came  not  both  together)' 
Muft  bide,  the  fowleft  muft  go  trie  the  wether. 

91 

Two  aged  men  and  women  morebefidc 
He  calld,  and  bad  them  quickly  rake  a vcw. 
Which  of  the  twaine  fhould  in  the  place  abide, 
And  namely,  which  of  twaine  had  faireft  hew: 

This  lurie  doc  the  matter  foonc  difeide. 

And  gaue  their  verdic,as  it  was  moft  crew. 

That  Bradamanipz^  her  in  hew  as  far. 

As  he  excelld  the  men  in  feats  of  war. 

Then 
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Then  Ipakc  the  knight  vnto  the  Ifland  dame, 

Whofc  mynd  wa^  full  of  timerous  fufpitionj 
Lady(fa)’d  he)think  it  no  fcorne  nor  fliamc, 

For  hence  you  niuft,thcre  can  be  no  remiffion: 

Poore  yllarryijo  was  the  damfclls  name) 

Tliinkcs  Ihe  is  driu’n  vnto  a hard  condition , 

Yet  ill  her  confcience  trew  (he  knew  it  was. 

That  Bradamant  m beauty  her  did  pafl'e. 

93 

Eu’n  as  we  fee  the  funne  obfeurd  fomtime. 

By  fudden  riling  of  a miftie  clovvd, 

Engcndred  by  the  vapor  breeding  Time, 

And  in  the  middle  region  then  * embowd, 

So  when  the  damfell  plainly  faw  that  time. 

Her  prefcnce  in  the  place  was  not  allowd, 

She  was  fo  chaungd  in  countnance&  in  cheare. 

That  eu’n  vnhke  her  felfe  (he  did  appeare, 
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But  much  aftonyd  with  the  fudden  pa(fion. 

She  readie  was,  to  found  in  all  t!  eir  fight: 

But  Bradamant,  that  would  not  for  compa(fion. 

Suffer  that  (he  (hould  go  abrode  that  night. 

Said  that  this  triall  was  of  no  good  falhion. 

And  that  the  iudgement  hardly  could  be  right. 

When  as  men  hauc  not  this  fame  chiefe  regard. 

As  not  to  iudge  before  both  parts  be  hard. 
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I,  that  on  me  do  take  her  to  defend. 

Say  thus,  that  be  I faire,  or  lefle  or  more, 

I came  not  as  a woman,  nor  intend 
Now  as  a woman  to  be  iudg’d  thci  fore. 
who  knowes  my  fexe,  except  I condifcend 
To  (hew  the  fame,  and  one  (hould  euermore, 

Shunne  to  affirmc  thing  doubtfulI,or  denie  it. 

Chiefly  when  others  may  be  harmed  by  it. 
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Yet  who  canfayprecifely  whatl  am? 

For  many  men  do  weare  their  haire  as  long. 

And  you  do  know,  that  as  a man  I came. 

And  all  my  geftures  to  a man  belong: 

Wherfore  ingiuing  me  a womans  name. 

To  both  of  vs  perhaps  you  may  do  wrong. 

Your  law  points  women  (if  their  right  be  donne) 

By  women,  not  by  warriers  to  be  wonne. 
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But  yet  admit  it  were  as  you  do  guelTe, 

That  I indeede  were  of  the  female  gender. 

Though  that  it  is  fo,  I do  not  confefle: 

Should  I to  her  my  lodging  tlicn  furrender. 

If  that  my  beautie  of  the  two  were  lefle? 

Certes  in  that, the  reafon  were  but  (lender. 

The  price  that  vnto  vertuc  longs  ofdewtie. 

Should  not  be  tane  away  for  want  of  bewtie. 

The firfl pftieftaues of  th'ubool^I may  call  mine^  aetheToet  Martiall /iif/i  inalitU^figramofhiiiofagentltPpOm 
mans  ftriwigge  ( fifteens  hundredyearesfince)  I thinkf  the  verfe  was  thiSi  or fitch  another i 
Efle  fuos  iurat,  quos  emit  Galla  capillos, 

Dicfodes,numquidpeierat  illamihi? 

To  thi;  effect  in  En^tjh, 

The  goodly  haire  that  GaUa  weares. 

Is  hers,who  would  haue  thought  it? 

She  fwears  it  is,  and  true  (he  fweares. 

For  I know  where  Ihc  bough  t it. 

V Z iiij 


And  if  your  law  were  fuch,  that  needs  of  forccj 
Vnto  the  faireft  lodging  (hould  be  giuen. 

Yet  at  this  feaft,I  tane  wouldperfoice. 

And  from  my  lodging  1 would  not  be  driuen. 
Wherfore  mine  argument  1 thus  enforce. 

That  this  fame  match  betweene  vs  is  not  euen. 

For  ftriuinghercwithmcjthccaleis  plainc. 

Much  (he  may  leefe,  and  litlc  Ihe  may  gainc. 
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And  where  the  gaine  and  Ioffe  vncquall  is. 

The  match  is  euill  made  in  common  fence: 
Wherfore  I thinke  it  were  not  much  amilfr, 

W ith  this  fame  law  at  this  time  to  difpencej 
And  if  that  anie  dare  miflike  of  this. 

Or  feeme  to  t.ake  the  matter  inofFencej 
I will  with  fword  be  readie  to  maintaine. 

That  mine  aduife  is  good,and  his  is  v aine. 

ICO 

Thus  noble  Ammons  daughter  mou’d  with  pitic 
In  her  beh.aife,  who  to  her  great  difgrace. 

Should  haue  bin  fencjwhere  neither  town  nor  city 
Was  within  two  times  threeleaguesof  the  place, 
Framd’  her  defence  fo  (lout  and  eke  fo  wittic. 
That  to  her  reafon  all  the  reft  gaue  place. 

Chiefly  the  peril)  great,  and  hazard  waying. 

That  might  haue  growne  to  the  by  her  gainlaying. 

lOI 

As  when  the  funne  in  fommer  hath  moft  powre. 
And  that  the  ground  with  heatc  therof  is  riued. 
For  want  of  raine  the  drie  and  parched  flowre 
Fadeth,and  is  as  twere  of  life  depriued. 

But  if  in  feafon  come  a fruitfull  (howre,  . 

It  rifeth  vp,  and  is  againe  reuiued:  r 

So  when  the  damfell  this  defence  did  heart, 

She  waxed  faire  againe,  of  better  cheare. 
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And  thus  at  laft  they  fell  vnto  their  feaft 
In  quiet  fort,  fornont  did  come  that  nighty 
T o challenge  anie  of  them,  or  molcft. 

No  traueller,nor  any  wandring  knightj 
A 11  merie  were,  but  Bradamante  leaft; 
Fellicaloufie  bard  her  of  all  delight. 

Her  ftomacke  fo  diftempring,and  her  taft. 

She  tooke  no  pleafure  of  that  fweet  repaft. 
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When  (upper  ended  was,  they  all  arile. 

Although  perhaps  they  would  haue  longer  fate, 
Saue  for  defire  they  had  to  feed  their  eysj 
And  now  the  night  was  fpent  and  waxed  late: 

The  mafter  of  the  houfe  in  feemly  wife. 

Calls  for  fome  torches,  to  fet  out  his  ftate. 

And  ftraight  with  torch  light  filled  was  the  hall. 
But  what  they  faw,  hereafter  (hew  Khali. 
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>Ani  fo  I Oi  truly  JweAre  thefe  are  mine,  for  they  rvere  giuen  me  hy  my  brother  ( Francis  Harlngton  ) )rh»  made 

them  for  a prtofe  of  bit  yaine,in  thii  kinde  j and  ifhu  jlouth  had  not  bene  aa  blame  rrorthie , ae  hu  skill  is  pros fe  Worthie  , Ise 
had  eafed me  ofnvtch  of  the  point  that  I tooke  with  the  reft  ; and methinkps  when  I reade  his  and  mine  owne  together  , the 
pitrafe  agrees  fo  well, as  it  were  two  brothers.  Though  he  ( in  his  modefie  ) would  needs  gin  e his  elder  brother  leaueto  takf  all 
the  points,  and  praife  ( if  there  were  ante  ) following  herein  the  example  ofditierfe , in  deed fludtows  and  learned  Gentlemen, 
that  haue  either  difdained  to  heftowfo  much  paines  on  another  mans  workf,or  at  leaf  would  not  leefe  fo  much  time,  from  more 
graue  or  more  profitable  fiudies-^or(whUh perhaps  is  the  chiefeft  reafun)  bccaufe  theyfeele,  that  though  it  is  but  a jport  to  write 
now  and  then  a litle  odfonet,yet  it  ts feme  labour  , to  write  a long  and fetled pile-,  as  Tullie  faith  of  writinginprofe  Stilus 
eft  optimus  dicendi  magifter,  fed  laboris  magtii  eft,  quem  plcrique  fiigimiis.  rr m the be^ fchoolemafler for 
eloquence  , but  faith  hef  it  is  a painfull  thing , and  that  mefi  of  ys  cannot  away  withall.  ./Indyet  I find  (Jsauingwritten  in 
both  kjndes  now  and  then,  as  my  fender  capacitie  would  feme  me")  thatpro/eis  like  a fairegreene  way, wherein  a man  may 
trauell  a great  iourney  and  not  be  wearies  hutyerfe  isamirielane,  in  which  a mans  horfe  pulls  out  one  leg  after  another  with 
much  adoe,  and  often  driues  his  maferto  light  to  helpe  himou‘:  but  I fioR  trauell  anon fo  farrein  thisgreene  way, that  1 fi,all 
be  out  of  my  right  way, or  at  leaf  befide  my  matter-,  and  therfore  now  I come  to  the  mortdl. 

In  the  Mora&ofthisxocxfbookpJntheperfon  o/A  gram  ant  we  may  note,  how  a Generali  muf  not  ypon  onefoile,  oront 
ill  day  (as  they  call  it)  dijpaire  ofhts  affaires  , or  abandon  his  enterprife  ■,  butbetakp  him  to  fame  flrong  place  of aduantage,  till 
they  may  makf  head  againe.  Inwhiibkfnde,  tire  old  Romans  ( conquerours  of  the  world)  aboue  all  other  ihitgsjl.ewd  tlreir 
ynconquered  myndsytnd  ffecially  r/j'Wjtr/iiVj  Terentiiis  Varro  had  receaued  that  great foile  and  oiierthrow  by  Hannibal, 
asLiaicnotethintheendofthexxijJrooke.  Quoin  tempore  ipfo,  aded magnoanimociuitas  fuit, vtconfuli  cx 
tanta  clade  (cuius  ipfc magna  caufa  fuiftet) rcdcunti,  &obuiam  itum  frequenter  ab  omnibus  ordinibus  fir, 

& gratia^  aft3r,quod  dc  Rcpublica  non  dcfperaflet.Cui  fi  CartBaginienfium  duftor  fuilfct,nihil  rccufandum 
juppiicq  foret.  if-’hat  time  (faith  Liuic  ) theCitiewasoffogreat  courage,  that  the  ConfuU  returning  from  fo  migbtie  an 
euerthrew  (of which  himfelfehad  bene  a great  occafion)yetw.upsblidfy  aiidfolemnly  met  by  all  the  companies, and  bad ff>e-> 
eiall  tbankps  giuen  him,  becaufe  he  difpaired  not  of  the  common fate.-  wlro  had  he  bene  Captaine  of the  Carthaginians,  no  pu.- 
nifrmsnt  bad  bene  to  much  for  him.  Furtlrerin  Brunello,t^/it  had fometimes  6twe  Agramants  fecretarie,andyrt  now  was 
hanged  for  iuftke  fa'te,we  may  note  that  wicked  men,  though  they  be fometime  aduautued  by  their  Vrinces  to  great  honors  and 
Wealtb,ytt  when  their  tptreffions  and  thefts  /hall  be  plainly  houlted  oiA,and  mamfeflly  proued,laW  will  haue  his  courfi,  and 
iufiice  muflbedone.  .Andyet  wefeealfo  in  this  6oo(e,r>iBradamants  defence  of  V^a.ny,againfi  the  law  of  Sir  Triftrams 
lodge)  that  for  themofl  part,  lawes  are  but  like  fpiders  webs  taking  the fmali  gnats,  or  perhaps fometime  the  fat  fleJhfiies,bHt 
hornets  that  Irauefharpe  flings,  and  greater  ftretrgth  breakf  through  tlrem, 

0/Iofu  as  day,  which  he  touclreth  in  the  xiflaffe,  the  holy  Scripture ffeakes  of,  how  he  made  tlse  furme fland  flid.  But  for 
thefalfe  Amphitrios  night  .though  it  feetne  meerly  fabulous, as  it  is  told  r/wf  Jupiter  made  the  night  three  nights  long,  to 
tal^the  more  pleafure  o/Alcmene,  me  thinkp  it  is  worth  the  ohferuationfiow  the  yerie  prophane,and  yaine  writings  of  old 

times, do  concurre  whb  thefacredfriptiires  -,for  whenfoeuer  thebii  th  s/Herculcs  was,whicb  I dare  not  affirme  to  haue  bent 
at  that  time,  andyet  by  computation  it  will  not  fall  long  after.  For  Hercules  was  a great  wbde  before  the  lafi  T roian  wars, 
andmanieoldwritersagreeyibatViiMnililiued  in  Dauidstwe , andfenttohimforfuccour:  but  howfoeuer  that  may  be 
proued  for  the  certaine  time  ofbs  birth,eertameit  is,  when  the funne flood flill  in  one  part  of  the  world,  then  in  reafon,at  their 
antipodes,  and  in  the  other  H emifphere,  it  mufl  needs  be  night  all  that  while.  And  if  the funne  were  almofl  downe  when  loJua 
ffakp  (as  it  may  be  constftured  ) becaufe  he  would  not  feare  want  of  light  to  ptirfue  his  enemies  , yntill  the  funne  were  nearefet- 
ting-,  then  it  mi^rt  be  night  euen  in  the fame  Ixmifpheare  , within  a few  degrees. As  for  example,  it  is  night  one  hundred  milet 
Eaflward,foaner  then  itisfofarre  Vyeflward  by  a^od  while:  (as  they  that  are  Aflrcnomers  can  eafily  refolue  the  fimplefi 
that  fs.)  But  to  be  fljort,  it  is  y trifled  by  many  writers,  that  there  was  one  night  ohferued,  to  be  longer  then  her  fellowes,  which 
night  either  Hcrcule  S was  borne  rpott,  or  elf e wasfayned  hbe  gotten  ypon  j and  therfore  theyf s rnamed  him  T&t  wuTt©' of  -j 
that  night  that  was  as  longas  threenights.  But  this  I fubmittotheiudgementofleamedDiuines. 

The  culler  and  embroderie  of  Bradamants  bafes  in  the  spy.fiaffe  , betokening  defperation  as  is  therefbewed , I ntede  not 
long  to  flani  ypon  , foir  as  for  tlwfe  hdden  mifteries  of  cullers,  with  their  applications,of  blue  to  conflancie  , tawnieforfal^en, 
white  to  yirgimtie,and  the  reft:  they  are  yerie  weU  kpown  to  all  our  gallant  Gentlemen, who  often  haue  more  cofl  in  their  cloths^ 
and  w.t  in  tloeir  cullers,  then  cbyne  in  their  coffers,  or  learning  in  their  heads. 

Of  the  I fland  ^eene  that flent  the  fhield  of  gold  to  Fraunce,  which  Bradamant  thought  would  but  breed  quarrels , For- 
narius  mteth  that  mine  Author  did  therein  couertly  allude,  to  a matter  betweene  England  andFrance,for  Ariofto  liued  in 
Henric  the  eight  Ins  time , and  mak^h  yerie  honorable  mention  of  him.  But  thus  it  was.  After  the  death  of  Lews  of  France, 
Marie  the  younger fifler  of  king  Henric  the  eight  remaining  his  Dowager , turkfiigfent  for  his  flfier  to  come  into  England, 

But  Francis  tbefiifl , lothfhe  fhouldgo  out  of  France,  in  refpefl  of the  great  dower  floe  fbould  carrie  with  her,  which  by  the 
cufiome  of that  countrie,wasa  third  part  of  the  reuenueof  the  crowne:  andyet  fearing  to  haue  wars  with  king  }icniie,made 
this  offer  that  if  be  would fend fame  braue  man  at  armes  that  cou  Id  winne  her  in  the  field,  hefbould  haue  her  : our  kfng  made 
nodaintiesto  accept  the  ofler-,  and  makingitkyiowne  tohisCourt,  Sir  Charles  Brandon  fos/jet/;*  matter  onhim,andin  fine 
ouercomming  foure  Frenchmen,  with  the  frank/;  confent  of  both  klngs,maried  the  Q/ceene  VoWager,  and  was  herein  England 
(as  we  all  k/tew)  made  Dukp  of  Suffolk^-,  of whofe  ofjpring  there  remaine  yet  fame  mofl  worthie  branches,  but  the  likpfltohim 
for  armes  and  cauaUari:(as  we  termeit)  is  my  nolle  good  Lord, the  Lord  StXMin^C, whofe  yalue  and  yertue,need  not  this  my 
barren  and  brief e teflimonie. 

The  end  of  the  annotations  vpon  the  xsxij.  bookc. 
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THE  ARGVMENT. 

Br adamant  fees  engraun  hy  paffing  art, 

T he future  wars  of  France  vpon  a fcreene. 
BajardosfUght  the  comhat  fierce  doth  part^ 
"Benaldo  and  the  Serican  befweene. 

hautng  pafi  the  greater  part 
Of  all  the  yvorld,and  many  countries  feene, 
Vnto  Senapos  kmgdome  lafl  ariues. 

And  fi'om  his  board  the  fiule  Harpias  driues. 


OftbefifoMum 
Oritwers  in 
$hehiflenoftbit 


f T magem  , TarrhafiUj  Vo- 
Ugnote, 

I T imanty  Trotogtnes,  ^ptMo- 
dore, 

ZevDcts , a man  for  skill  of 
fpeciall  note: 
impedes  ckc , plaft  all  the 
reft  before: 

. Whofc  skill  in  drawing, 
* all  the  world  doth  note 
And  talke  of  ftill  (to  writers  thanks  therefore) 
Whofe  works  and  bodies,  time  & death  did  waft, 
y et  Ipi  te  of  time  and  death  their  fames  doth  laft. 
z 

With  others  that  in  theft  our  later  dayes 
Haue  lin'd,  as  Leonard  and  I ohn  BeUinty 
And  he  that  carues  and  drawes  with  equallpraife, 
MkheU  more  then  a man,  Angell  diuine, 

And  FloreSy  whom  the  Flemmings  greatly  praift. 
And  l{aphael  zndTitian  palling  fine: 

With  diuerfc  others  that  by  due  delarr. 

Do  merit  in  this  praift  to  haue  apart. 

Yet  all  theft  cunning  drawers  with  their  skill. 

Could  not  attainc  by  pifture  to  exprelTe, 

What  ftraungc  euents  Ihould  happen  well  or  ill, 
Infiiture  times,  no  not  fo  much  as  guefle: 

This  art  is  proper  vnto  Magicke  ftiff, 

Or  to  a prophet,  or  a propheteffe. 

By  this  rare  art.  Merlin  of  England  painted 
Stories,  with  which  our  age  hath  bin  acquainted. 
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He  made  by  Magicke  artjthat  (lately  hall. 

And  by  the  ftlft  fame  art  he  cauld  to  be. 


Straunge  hiftories  ingraued  on  the  wall, 

Which  (as  I faid)  theguefts  ddj’rd  to  fee. 

Now  when  they  were  from  fupper  riftn  all. 

The  pages  lighted  torches  two  or  three. 

Making  the  roome  to  Ihinc  as  briglit  as  day. 
When  to  his  guefts  the  owner  thus  did  fay, 

I would  (quoth  he)  my  guefts,  that  you  (hould  know, 
That  tlieft  fame  ftorics  that  here  painted  are. 

Of  future  warres  the  fequels  fad  do  Ibow, 

That  lhall  to  Italic  being  wo  and  care: 

Whereas  the  French  full  many  a bloodic  blow 
Shall  take,  while  they  others  to  harme  prepare. 

As  Merlinhcvc  hathlayd  downe,bcingftnt 
From  Engliih.4»t/wr,chiefe  for  this  intent. 
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King  Feramint  that  was  the  firft  that  paft 

The  ftreame  ofRhine  with  armie  great  ofFrance, 
And  being  in  polTelfion  quiet  plaft 
Of  all  thofe  parts,  fturd  with  fo  luckic  chance. 
Straight  in  ambitious  thought  began  to  caft. 

His  rule  and  feepter  higher  to  aduance. 

Which  that  he  might  to  pafle  the  better  bring. 
He  made  a league  with  Arthur  Englifh  king, 
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Informing  him  how  thathis  meaningwas. 

Of  Italic  the  rule  and  crownc  to  get. 

Asking  his  ayd  to  bring  the  fame  to  pafle. 

Which  ncucr  had  atclucued  bin  as  yet. 

Now  Merlin  that  did  all  men  farre  furpafle 
In  Magicke  art,  his  purpofe  fought  to  let. 

For  Merlin  had  with  Arthur  {b  great  credit. 

He  thought  all  Gofpell  was,  if  once  he  fed  it. 
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This  Merlin  then  did  firft  to  Arthur  (how. 

And  then  by^r/Zwi-was  ofpurpofclent, 

To  Feramont  of  France  to  let  him  know. 

The  caiife  why  he  miflikcd  his  intent: 

Namely, the  many  mifchiefs  that  would  grow. 

To  all  that  now,  or  that  hereafter  ment 
The  like  attempt,  aduiling  him  abftainc 
From  certainc  trouble,  for  vnhoped  gainc. 
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And  thathe  might  his  courage  more  appall. 

And  quite  remouehim  from  this  entcrptifc. 

He  made  by  Magicke,this  ib  (lately  hall. 

Adorned  as  you  fee  in  fumpiuous  wife. 

Drawing  thefe  hiftories  vpon  the  wall. 

That  what  he  faw  in  mind, they  might  with  eyes. 
And  thereby  know,  that  in  Italian  ground. 

The  Flour  dc  luce  can  near  take  root  profound. 
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And  how  as  often  as  the  French  (hall  come. 

As  frends  to  ayd  and  free  them  from  diftreffc. 

So  oft  they  (hall  their  foes  all  ouercomc, 

And  fight  with  honor  great,  and  good  fuccelTe: 
But  be  they  furc  to  haue  that  place  their  toome. 
If  fo  they  come  their  freedome  to  opprelTe; 

Thus  much  the  owner  of  the  houfe  them  told. 
And  fo  went  on, the  (loric  to  vnfbld. 
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Lo  firft  how  Sigisbert  in  hop  c of  gaine. 

And  promifes  of  Emperour  MauricUuy 
Paffeth  the  mountaines  with  a mightie  traine. 
Minding  to  Lombardie  to  be  pernicious: 

Bu t Ewfijr  driues  him  backe  by  force  againc, 
Whenhe  offuch  attempt  isleaftfulpicious. 

So  that  his  enterprifeis  quite  reuerfed. 

Him  fclfc  doth  (lie,  and  leaue  his  men  dilperfcd. 
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Next  after  him  the  proud  Clod'^ueui  went. 

And  had  with  him  one  hundred  thoufand  men, 
Bu  t him  doth  meet  the  Duke  of  Beneuent, 

With  fcarfe  for  eu’rie  hundred  fouldiers,  ten. 
Who  doth  intrap  him  in  an  ambulhment. 

So  as  the  French  mi^t  well  be  lik’ned  then. 
While  Lombard  wines  to  greedily  they  tooke. 

To  fi(h  beguiled  with  a baited  hookc. 

Straight  Cl)UdtbertHivi\t\i  a mightie hoft, 

Commeth  with  mind  to  wipe  out  this  fowlc  blot: 
But  of  his  gainings  he  may  make  fmall  boft. 

For  of  his  piirpofe  he  preuailcd  not; 

His  enterprife  by  heau’nly  (word  is  croft. 

The  plague  doth  grow  among  his  men  fohor. 
What  with  the  burning  feau  cr,and  the  flixe. 

Of fixtie  men,  there  (cant  returneth  fixe. 

Another  pifture  liuely  doth  cxprelTe, 

How  that  king  Vepin  and  kmgCharles  his  (bnne, 
Fought  both  in  Italic  with  good  (uccclTc-, 

Not  with  intent  that  Realms  to  ouercomc. 

But  to  fet  free  Pope  Sfe«’»from  (harpe  diftrclTc 
And  wrongs,that  by  ./iflolfi  were  him  done. 

One  tames  ^Tfolfo  that  was  Ste»m  oppreCTor, 
Tothcr  takes  Vejtdmw  his  fucceflbr. 
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Behold  anothcr7’<;/>wyct  an  youth. 

Not  like  his  father,  doth  that  Rcalmc  inuadc. 

And  thinking  to  procure  their  woftill  ruth. 

Of  (hips  and  boats  a mightie  bridge  he  made: 

But  markc  what  ill  fuccelTe  to  him  enfuthe. 

Ear  he  through  this  great  enterprife  could  wade, 
A tempeft  did  his  malfie  worke  confownd. 

His  bridge  was  broken,and  his  (buldiers  d^ownd. 
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Lo  Lem  ofBurgundie,  defeending  theare 
Where, as  it  feemes  he  taken  is  and  bound. 

And  he  that  takes  him,makcth  him  to  fwearc, 
Ncuer  with  armes  to  hurt  the  Latian  ground; 

Lo  how  he  breaks  his  oth  without  all  feare, 

Lo  how  againe  his  foes  do  him  confound. 

And  like  a moldwarpe,  make  him  loofe  his  eyes; 

A iuft  reward  for  fuchas  oths  dclpilc.J 

17 

See  here  how  Hugh  of  Arly  doth  great  feats, 

Driuing  the  Beringars  from  natiue  foilc. 

Forcing  the  twife  or  thrife  to  chaunge  their  feats, 
Caufing  theHunnes  and  Bauierto  rccoile; 

But  greater  force  at  laft  his  afts  defeats, 

Firft  he  compounds,  and  after  all  his  toilc. 

He  dies,  nor  after  longhisheire  doth  tarie, 
Butyecldeth  vp his  crownc  to  Beringarie, 
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Loherc  another  CharU  that  by  perlwafion. 

Of  the  good  (hcpherd,fcts  on  fire  the  fold. 

And  kills  two  kings  in  this  his  fierce  inuafion, 
Matted  and  Corr<«//>),which  makes  him  bold: 

But  hisownc  faults  ofhis  fall  gaue  occafionj 
His  cruc)tiewasfuch,fovncontrold. 

That  he  and  his  were  all  kild  (as  they  tell) 

Eu'n  at  the  ringing  of  an  eu’nfong  bell. 
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After  all  thefe,  about  one  hundred  yearcs, 

For  fothefpacebetwecne,didfecme  to  fay. 
From  Francc,one  (hal  inuadc  thofe  famous  peers 
The  Vicount  Galeajjh,  and  (hall  lay 
Siege  vnto  Alexandria,as  appears. 

By  thofe  that  here  do  (land  in  battcll  ray. 

Lo  how  the  Duke  preuenting  eu’rie  doubt, 
Ptouideth  ftrength  within,  deceipt  without. 
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And  with  this  waric  pollicic  proceeding. 

He  doth  the  Frenchmen  at  aduantage  t.ake. 

Not  finding  his  ambufljment,and  not  heeding. 
Together  with  the  Lord  of  Arminake, 

Who  dieth  ofhis  hurts  with  oueiblceding; 

Lo  how  the  dream  of  bloud  there  (jiilt  doth  make, 
A fanguin  culler  in  the  ftreame  of  Poe, 

By  mcanesTanarus  into  it  doth  goe. 

It 

After  all  thefe,  one  comes  that  Marca  hight. 

And  three  that  do  of  Aniow  houfe  proceed. 

All  thefe  to  thofe  of  Naples  do  much  (pite. 

Yet  none  of  thefe  can  brag  of  their  good  fpeed: 
For  though  to  Freeh  they  ioyn  (omc  Latia  might 
Of  greedie  (brt,that  with  their  crownes  they  feed} 
Yctftillfor  all  their  paine  and  their  ex pence^^ 
Ferdinand  and  Mfonfo  driuc  them  thence. 
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Lo  (^titrh  the  eight  defceiiding  hke  a thunder,  ' 
Down  from  the  Alps  witli  the  fiourc  of  France, 
Conquering  all(to  all  mens  palling  wonder) 

Not  drawing  once  afwordjnor  break ingJaunce, 
(Except  that  rockc  that  Tjfhens  lyeth  vndcr 
While  he  to  high  him  felfe,  ftraue  to  aduaunce) 
This  rockc  and  Hand  both,  that  Iskiahight, 
Defended  was  by  gallant  knight. 

Now  as  the  mailer  of  the  calUe  told, 

Andpointed  out  each  ftoric  in  his  place, 

It  came  into  his  mynd  for  to  vnfold. 

What  he  had  heard  of  aIum  noble  racej 
Which  (as  for  ccrcaintie  they  all  did  hold) 

Merlin  had  prophcfide,  w ho  had  the  grace. 

To  Ihew  before  hand, both  with  toung  andpen. 
What  accidents  ihoald  hap, and  w hcrcjand  when. 

Namely  that  this  fame  knight  whomlierc  you  fee. 
Defending  fo  the  caftleand  the  rockc. 

As  though  he  feard  not  thofe  fame  fires  that  flee 
As  far  as  Fare,but  themdid  fcorne  and  mocke. 
Fro  this  fame  knight  there  lhalldefccd(quoth  he) 
Out  of  the  root  of  this  moll  worthie  llockc. 

One  that  fliall  win  fuch  fame  and  reputation. 

As  all  the  world  lhall  hold  in  admiration, 
ay 

Though  ISleretu  were  faire,  Achilles  llrong, 

Though  Lada  Iwift, though  ^e/lorwab  inofl  wife. 
That  knew  fo  much, and  iiucdhadfo  longj 
Though  bold  ylyjjes  could  both  well  deuifc. 

And  execute  what  doth  towarre  belong, 

Thou  gh  Cafars  bountie  praifd  be  to  the  skies. 

Yet  to  giuc  place, all  thefe  may  thinke  no  fcorne. 
To  one  that  fliall  in  II kia  lie  be  borne . 
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And  if  that  auncient  Greta  may  be  prowd, 

Becaufe  that  Ce//«  nephew Iprang  therein: 

If  Thebs  of  Bacchus  birth  dodi  vaunt  fo  jowd> 
AndHerrw/wjifDe/xj  of  their  twin.' 

Then  may  that  He  noleflebe  well  allowd. 

To  vaunt  it  felfe,  that  hath  fo  happie  bin, 

To  haue  that  Marquefle  borne  within  thatplace. 
On  whom  the  heau’ns  lhal  powre  fo  great  a grace. 
17 

Thus  Merlin\{'d  to  tell  and  oft  repeat. 

How  he  Ihould  be  for  fuch  a time  referued. 
When  Roman  Empires  high  and  llatcly  feat, 
Atloweftebbcihouldbcjand  welnigh  ftarued; 
Thar  his  rare  parts  againe  might  make  it  great. 
And  thatby  him  it  might  be  fafe  preferued. 
Which  that  you  may  fee  plainly  to  his  glorie, 
Markc  in  diis  table  the  enfuing  ftoric. 
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Lo  here  (faid  he)  how  2.od»>/V\«doth  repent. 

That  he  had  thither  brought  kingC/j4r/ithc«ighr, 
Which  at  the  firft  he  did  but  with  intent 
To  weaken,  net  to  preffe  with  fo  hard  weight 
His  auncient  foq  now  againft  Charts  he  went. 
Making  new  leagues  according  to  his  Height, 

He  thinks  to  take  him  prifner  by  the  way, 

But  Charles  by  forcc,through  them  dom  make  his 

(way. 
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But  yet  the  Ibuldicrs  that  behind  him  ftayd. 

Had  not  the  like  good  fortune  nor  fucccITc, 

For  Ferdinando  grew  by  Mantuan  ayd 
So  ftrong,  that  loorlchc  did  the  French  diftrefle: 

To  whofe  great  grrcfc,this  Marquefle  was  betrayd 
By  Gipfen  vile,  when  he  fear’d  nothing  lelTc, 

Which  doth  in  Ferdinand  fo  great  gricic  breed. 

As  doth  his  iqy  of  vi^loric  exceed. 
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After  all  thefe, he  Ihews  them  J-eros  the  tweluth. 

That  pulls  out  Lodveifke  Sforfe  with  mightic  hand, 

And  gets  by  force>what  he  had  got  by  llelth. 

And  plants  the  Flour  de  luce  in  Millcn  land; 

Yet  he  no  longtime  there  in  quiet  dwelth. 

The  great  Cc/i/ir/wp  with  a Spanilh  bai>d, 

HisCaptaines  andLiuctenonts  oftrepulfcs, 

. And  in  the  end,  from  Millcn  quite  cxpulfcs. 
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Lo  here  (which  I forgat  before  to  (how) 

How  Lcdrvickfs  frends,&  his  ownc  men  betray  him. 

One  fells  his  caftcll  neuet  ftrikingblow; 

The  Swizzers  eke  that  might  away  conuay  him. 

And  had  his  pay,  and  did  him  feruice  ow. 

For  filthie  lucres  fake  they  do  bewray  him; 

Wherby  without  oncebreaking  of  alaunce. 

Two  viflopies  came  to  the  king  of  Frauncc. 
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Lo  how  by  fauour  of  this  mightic  king, 

Cafar  bight  Borgia  grew  vcrie  great. 

And  doth  the  necks  of  many  nobles  wring 
Of  Italic,  that  had  mpft  auncient  feat. 

Lo  how  this  king  dotlieke  the  akomes  bring 
To  Bulloign,lohow  with  another  feat. 

He  doth  the  Genowasin  fight  fubduc. 

And  maketh  them  their  late  rcuolt  to  rue. 

Lo  here  not  far  from  thence,  how  all  the  feeld. 

With  dead  mens  bones  is  heald  at  Geriadad, 

How  all  the  cities  vntoiett’f  do  yeeld. 

Flow  Venice  to  fliut  vp  her  gates  is  glad;  off'lmce 

And  fcarfe  her  fdf fro  this  great  ftorm  can  ftiecld:  tntbcHi. 

LqhowthePopc  (hispart  thathercin  had)  fione. 

Tt^eth  away,vnto  his  great  rebuke, 

Modon  and  more , from  the  F errata  Duke. 
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At  which  king  Lew  (vmhrightfull  chollcr  moticd) 

Giues  Bulloign  to  thcBentiuols  againe. 

And  thence  toBrcskieall  his  force  remoued. 

And  fuccours  to  Felfna  doth  ordaine. 

What  time  the  Churches fouldiers  felt  & proued 
The  French  mens  force  vnto  their  mickle  paine: 

Lo  after  where  both  armies  meet  to  fight, 

Neare  Chaflle  ftiore,  to  trie  their  vtmoft  might. 
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Onthis  fide  Fraunce,on  that  the  powre  of  Spame 
Vnited  is,  and  deadly  blows  enfew. 

The  ditches  all  feeme  filld  with  bodies  flainc, 

A hap  to  make  a ftonie  heart  to  rew; 

Long  time  in  doubt  doth  vifiorie  remaine, 

Which  way  the  fway  would  beyet  no  man  knew,  o,jt. 

Till  by  the  vercue  of ^Ifinfe alone, 

The  Frcftch  preuaile,thc  Spanilh(forft)  arc  gone. 

Lo 
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LoCjhow  the  Pope  his  hpp  doth  bite  for  griefe, 
Bccaufc  the  Frenchmen  do  Rauenna  fackej 
Loe  how  he  lent  to  Swizzers  for  relicfc, 

Loc  how  they  come  & driuctlie  Frechtnen  backcj 
And  they  that  with  their  treafon  caufed  chiefe, 
Of  Lodoxvik^  the  ouerthrow  and  wrackc, 

To  make  fomc  mends/or  y they  earft  had  done, 
Ynto  the  fathers  place  jteftore  the  forme . 
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But  loe  a Prince  of  France  newly  created. 

Meets  with  the  Swizzers  to  their  mickle  coft. 

And  fo their  courage  quaildjand  force  abated. 

As  all  the  nation  (cemed  wcllnicloft; 

And  of  their  title  that  them  animated, 

Thofe  vilJcns  vile  need  not  hereafter  boft. 
Defenders  of  the  Church, tamers  ofkrngs 
They  cleaped  were, now  cbpped  are  their  wings. 

,38  , . 

Loc  how  the  French  kingFrdnrw,  indefpite 
Of  all  the  league/ayre  Millcn  doth  furprife, 
Bourbon  defending  it  from  Genoas  might: 

Loc  while  this  king  doth  praftife  and  deuife. 
Some  great  exploit, while  by  foule  ouerfight, 
Hislawleflc  men  the  town  did  tyrannize-, 

Their  hailing  to  muchpride,and  wantofpitie. 
Doth  caufc  themfodainly  to  loofc  theCitic. 
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Loc  yet  an  other  Frawu  Sforfe:z  man 

Like  to  his  Grander  both  in  a£f  es  and  name. 

Who  to  driue  out  the  Frenchmen  well  began. 
And  Millen  did  rccouer  with  great  fame: 

Loe  France  againe  indcuour  all  they  can, 

To  win  with  prayfe,thac  they  had  loft  with  fliamc. 
But  the  good  Mantuan  Duke  on  Tycian  ftreame. 
Cut  of  his  way, and  kept  him  from  that  Realmc. 
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YoungFreder/(:l[e,yet but  a beardlcfle  boy. 

Scant  hauing  on  his  chin  a litle  down, 

Loe  how  he  fanes  Pauia  from  annoy. 

When  furioufly  the  ftcnch  befiege  the  town: 

He  makes  their  eameft  plots  tume  to  a toy. 

The  Lyon  of  the  fca  he  beateth  down: 

Loe  here  two  Marquifles  both  of  one  blood. 

Both  of  them  borne  to  do  their  country  good. 
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The  fii  ft  of  thefe  is  that  ^Ifonfot  fbnne. 

That  by  the  Negro  earftyou  faw  betrayd. 

Behold  what  feats  of  armes  by  him  arc  done,  1 
How  at  their  greateft  need  he  them  doth  ayd, 
How  oft  he  hath  on  Frenchmen  glorie  wonne. 
That  ofhis  verie  name  they  leeme  affrayd: 

The  tother  that  lb  myld  doth  looke  in  fight. 

Is  Lord  of yajiu^znd  ^onfo  higjjt, 
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This  is  that  worthie  knight, of  whom  I told 
Then  when  I did  the  lie  of  Iskya  ftiow , 

Of  whom  I faid  that  Merlin  had  foretold, 
ToFeramon^  what  he  by  skill  did  know: 

Namclie  that  when  the  world  was  womc  and  old. 
And  Rome  and  Italie  were  brought  moft  low. 
Then  he  ftiould  ^rings  who  to  his  endleffc  prayfc. 
Their  fops  fhould  ouerthrow, & the  ftiould  rayfe. 


Loc  how  he  with  his  coufin  ofPefcare, 

And  with  Colonnas  profpcrcus  ayd  no  lefle, 

The  French  and  Dutch  that  at  Bycocca  are. 

Do  foyle  and  flay,and  driue  to  great  diftrefl'c; 

Loc  how  againe  the  Frcnchm  cn  do  prepare. 
With  new  attempts, to  mend  their  badfucceffe. 
One  camp  the  king  in  Lombardie  doth  make. 
Another  he  doth  fend  Naples  to  take. 
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But  ftic  that  vfeth  men  , as  windc  doth  duft 
Firft  take  it  vp  andblow  it  verie  high. 

And  from  thathigheft  place  ftraight  whe  flic  luft. 
She  throws  it  down  where  as  it  firft  did  lye: 

She  makes  this  king,deuoyd  of  all  miftruft, 
Thinke  he  hath  men  an  hundred  thoufand  nyc. 

At  Panic  ficge,bcleeuing  others  muftcr, 

(But  wo  to  kings  whofe  feruants  arc  no  iuftcr) 
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So  while  this  noble  Prince  miftruftsno  harmc. 

His  wicked  Captains  grecdie  gayne  to  winne, 
Caufd  that  the  fouldiers  in  the  night  alarms, 
Came  to  their  ciillorsjflow  and  verie  thinne: 
Within  their  tccs,they  heclc  their  skirmifti  warme 
The  warie  Spaniards,(bone  had  entred  in 
With  thofe  twoguidcs,with  wh5  they  durft  afl'ay. 
In  hell  or  elfe  in  heau’n  to  breake  a way, 
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Loc  how  theebiefe  nobilitie  ofFraunce 
Lye  ded  on  ground,a  caufe  of  many  tcares. 

How  many  an  hargubuftijafword,and  launce. 
This  ftout  king  hath  alone  about  his  earcs: 

His  horfc  flainc  vndcr  him  by  hard  mifchaunce. 
And  yet  he  nothing  yeelds,  nor  nothing  fcarcs. 
Though  all  the  hoft  afl'aulted  him  alone. 

And  ^ the  refcucs  and  fupplics  were  gone. 
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The  valiant  king  defends  him  on  his  feet. 

Bathing  his  blade  longtime  in  cn’mics  blood. 

But  vertue  that  with  to  much  force  doth  meet, 
Muftyceld  at  laft,it  cannot  be  withftood: 

Loe  him  here  prifiier,loe  how  in  a fleet. 

He  pafleth  into  Spainc  the  fait  fea  flood. 

Whence  ^aflo  doth  the  chiefeft  honor  bring. 

Of  the  field  wonne,and  of  the  prifner  king. 
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Thus  both  that  hoftjthe  king  had  thither  brought. 
And  that  he  ment  to  Naples  to  haue  fent. 

Were  both  difperfed  quite, and  came  to  nought. 
Much  like  alampe  when  all  the  oylc  isfpent: 

Loe  how  the  king  againe  fo  well  hath  wrought. 

He  Icaucs  his  fihincs  for  pledge,&  hom-ward  wet, 
Loc  how  abroad  he  doth  new  quarrells  pike, 

Loc  how  at  home  fome  do  to  him  the  like. 
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Loc  here  the  wofull  murders  and  the  rapes. 

That  Rome  doth  fufFerin  thecruell  facke. 

Where  neither  thing  profane, nor  holy  fcapes. 

But  all  alike  do  go  to  Ipoyle  and  wracke: 

The  league  that  ftiould  relieuc,fits  ftilland  gapes. 
And  where  they  ftiould  ftep  fonvard,  they  fhrinkc 
Thus  Tders fucceflbur  by  them  forfaken,  (backe. 
Is  ftraight  befieged,and  at  length  is  taken. 
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The  king  fends  LauireJ^j^evi  lupplics  to  gather. 

Not  that  he  ihould  to  Lombardie  do  ought. 

But  that  he  might  fet  free  the  holy  father. 

That  to  fo  low  an  cb,fo  foone  was  brought: 
Buti4«rre^(houId  haue  come  a litlc  rather. 

The  Popes  own  coyne,hath  his  own  ff  eedomc 
Lauttek  attcpts  to  coquere  Naples  town,  (bought. 
And  foone  turns  all  that  country  vpfide  down. 

LoCjhow  a fayre  Imperiallnauie  bends 
His  courfe,to  fuccour  the  diftrefled  town. 

But  Dotia  backe  with*hcauc  and  how  them  lends, 
And  fome  of  the  doth  burne,  & fome  doth  drown; 
Loe, fickle  fortune  once  againe  intends, 

To  chaunge  her  cheare,&  on  the  Freeh  to  frown, 
With  agews,not  with  fwords  they  all  arc  flayne, 
Scarfe  of  an  hundred  one  turns  home  agaync. 

Thefe  and  luch  llories,had  the  ftatcly  hall. 

In  marble  ritch  engraued  on  the  fcrccn. 

As  were  to  tedious  to  recite  them  all. 

Though  then  by  them  they  were  perufd  andfeen: 
Their  wonder  great, their  pleafure  was  not  fmall. 
And  oft  they  read  the  writings  were  between. 
That  in  fayre  Roman  letters  all  of  gold, 

The  circumftaunce  of  cu’rie  pidurc  told. 
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Now  when  the  Ladies  f3yrc,and  all  the  reft. 

Had  feen  and  askc,as  much  as  they  defir cd. 

Their  hoft  doth  bring  them  to  their  rooms  of reft. 
Where  fleepe  renews  the  ftregth  of  bodies  tyred; 
Onlic  Duke  Ammom  daughter  could  not  reft. 
Though  bed  were  foft,room  warm,&  wcl  attyred. 
Yet  ftiHflie  toll  fromlcftfidc  to  the  right. 

And  could  not  fleepe  one  winkc  all  that  fame 

54  (night. 

With  much  ado  her  eyes  at  laft  fl.c  clofed. 

Somewhat  afore  the  dawning  of  the  day. 

And  as  (he  flcptjlhc  in  her  fleepe  fuppofed, 

Rigcro  prefent  was,and  thus  did  fay: 

My  deare,what  ayles  thee  to  be  thus  dilpofed, 
That  falfe  bclcefc  in  thee  doth  bearc  fuch  fway ? 
Firft  lhall  the  riuers  to  the  mountains  clime, 
Earl  will  guiltiebcoffucha  crime. 
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Further  (he  thou^t  fli  e heard  him  thus  to  lay, 
Loe,l  am  come  to  be  Baptifd(my  louc) 

And  that  Ifeemd  my  comming  to  delay. 

An  other  wound, and  not  a wound  of  loue. 

Hath  been  the  caufe  of  my  conllraincd  Hay, 
Sufpicions  vainc,and  cauflefle  fearc  rcmouc; 
With  this  the  damfcll  wakt,and  vp  Ihe  llartcd. 
But  found  her  dreame,and  loucr  both  departed. 

Then  frclhlie  Ihe  doth  her  complaints  renew. 

And  in  her  mind , thus  to  her  fclfe  Ihe  Ipake: 

Loe  what  I like, are  dreams  vaine  and  vntrew. 
And  in  a moment  me  do  quite  forfakcj 
But  ah,what  me  offends  is  to  to  trew, 
rdreame  of  good, but  nonci  find  awake; 

How  arc  mine  eyes  alas  in  fo  ill  taking, 

Clofd  CO  fee  good, and  naught  but  cuill  waking? 
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Sweet  dreame  did  promifc  me  a quiet  peace. 

But  bitter  waking, turneth  all  towarre, 

. Sweet  dreame  deluded  me, and  Ibone  did  cealr. 
But  bitter  waking  plagues, and  doth  not  arre; 

If  fallhood  ealc,and  truth  my  paynes  encrcafc, 

I wilh  my  fclfe  from  truth  I ftill  might  barre. 

If  dreams  breed  ioy,and  waking  caufe  my  pain. 

Ay  might  I dreame,  and  neuer  wake  again. 

Oh  happie  wights  whom  fleepe  doth  fopolfelfe. 

As  in  fix  months  you  neuer  open  eye, 

Forfurc  fuch  fleepe  is  like  to  death  I gueffe, 

Y ct  waking  thus, is  not  like  Iife(thinkc  I) 
Howllraugc  arc  the  the  pangs  that  me  opprefle. 
That  llcepingfcemc  toliuc,and  waking  dye? 

But  if  fuch  fleepe  refcmblance  be  of  death. 

Come  death  & clofc  mine  cycs,&  flop  my  breath. 
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Now  were  thofc  Eallcr  parts  ofheau'n  made  red. 
Where beams  do  firft  begin  appear. 

And  all  the  thickc  and  raynie  clouds  were  fled. 
And  promifed  a morning  fayre  and  clear: 

When  Br  adamant  forfookc  her  r eftles  bed* 

And  gcuing  for  her  lodging  and  good  chear. 

Right  curtcous  thanks  vnto  her  noble  hoft. 

She  leans  his  houle,and  minds  to  part  in  poll. 
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But  firft  (he  found  how  that  the  damfcll  fayre. 

The  meflenger  that  fupt  with  her  laft  night. 

Was  gone  before  with  purpofc  to  repayre. 

To  thofc  three  knights  that  latclic  felt  her  miglir. 
Capring  with  their  heels  vpward  in  the  ayre, 
Driu’n  without  ftirops  from  their  Heeds  to  light. 
She  found  they  had  all  night  to  their  great  paync, 
Abid  the  windjthe  tcmpcft,and  the  raync. 
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And  that  which  did  greatly  increafe  their  griefc. 
Was  that  while  thofc  within  had  cheare  great 
They  & their  horfelackt  lodging  & relicfc:(ftore. 
But  that  which  did  offend  their  ftomaks  more. 
And  was  indeed  of  all  their  forrowes  chiefe. 

Was  leaft  the  mayd,of  whom  I fpake  before. 
Would  tell  their  miftres  of  their  hard  mifchance, 
They  had  at  their  arriuall  firft  in  France. 

And  hauing  full  refolued  and  defignd, 

Todyeorvenge  the  foylcrcccau’d  laft  night. 

To  th’end  the  meflenger  might  chaugchcr  mind, 
(The  meflenger  that  V llama  hight) 

Who  thought  theirforce  and  vallcw  far  behind 
The  vaunts,  y they  had  made  of  their  great  might, 
Therefore  as  (bone  AsBradamant  they  fpied, 
Straiglit  each  of  them  to  combat  her  defied. 

<^3 

Not  thinking  though  fhcfhould  adamfellbe. 

For  of  a damfcll,gefture  none  flic , vfed  j 
The  Ladic  gently  fpake  vnto  them  three. 

And  thought  her  haft  the  fight  might  haue  cxcu- 
‘But  they  did  vrge  her  ftill  fo  far,that  flic  (fed. 

Without  difgrace  could  not  haue  it  refufed: 
Wherefore  foe  coucht  the  golden  hedded  launce. 
And  from  their  fadcls  made  them  all  to  daunce. 

And 
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And  for  that  time  thus  ended  was  that  fray, 

Forfhe  fet  fpurs  to  horfc,and  rode  fopoll, 

That  car  they  rofcjflic  quite  was  gone  away: 

They  that  their  feats  had  twife  togithcr  loft. 

Were  fo  afliamd  they  knew  not  what  to  fay; 

For  why  jthey  wonted  were  to  make  their  boft. 

No  knight  of  France  fliould  able  be  to  ftand 
Againft  the  worft  of  them, with  fi^capc  in  hand. 

But  ?'llania  further  them  to  taunt. 

That  BrWrtwant  a Ladie  was, them  told. 

Now  llrs(faid  {he)yoii  that  were  wont  to  vaunt. 
From  Tailadins  to  win  the  fliicld  of  gold, 

Loe  how  a womans  forces  can  you  daunt. 

Now  is(l  hope)your  loftie  corage  cold: 

Sure  for  thoie  knightsyou  be  to  weakc  a match. 
When  one  poote  damfell  you  can  ouermatch. 
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What  necd(faid  fhe)be  furder  triall  had. 

You  hauc  alreadie  that  for  which  you  came. 
Except  that  any  ofyou  be  fo  mad, 

Toioyne  a future  lolTcjto  prefent  (hame; 

Or  if  perhaps  ye  would  be  fayne  and  glad, 

To  end  your  hues  by  men  of  worthie  fame: 

Trow  you  that  vanquifht  are  by  womans  hand, 
F^tnaldo  or  Orlando  to  withftand? 

^7 

Now  when  as  Vllamt  declaredhad. 

How  that  a damfell  them  had  oiierchrown. 

With  griefe  and  with  dddain  they  were  fo  mad. 
That' icarfe  their  witts  and  fences  were  their  own: 
Each  one  him  fclfcjof  armour  all  vnclad. 

Their  horfe  turnd  loofc, their  fwords  away  were 
Vowing  for  penaucc  of  fo  great  difgrace, (thrown, 
To  tuch  no  armour  in  a twelu-months  Ipace. 
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Further  they  vow  ncuer  to  ride  again. 

No  not  when  that  fame  ycare  ftiould  be  expired, 
Whither  the  way  were  mountainic  or  plain. 
Whither  the  way  wcregrauellieor  myred, 

Vntill  they  could  by  force  of  arms  regain 
Such  horfes,as  for  feruice  are  required, 

Untea’‘‘yn* furniture fot  three fuch  champions  meet ; 
thilybuokf  the  Till  then  they  vowd  to  trauell  on  their  feet. 

10.  Itafft"  69 

Thus  wilfullie  they  waikt  while  others  rode. 

But  Brademartt  went  on,and  that  fame  night. 

She  at  a caftle  maketh  her  abode, 

N eare  to  the  way  that  leads  to  Paris  right: 

Here  by  her  hoft,the  Ladie  fayre  was  fhowd. 

How  ^gramant  was  vanquifht  in  the  fight: 

Good  meat, good  lodging, and  good  news  (he  had, 
Yeteatlhe  not,norflcpt,norwas  fheglad. 
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Ht  emut  to  But  now  of  her  fo  much  I muft  not  fay, 

TSmiamant  in  That  I forget  my  ftorie  out  to  tell, 

of  thofe  two  knights  that  met  this  other  day,  ' 

' And  tyde  their  horfes  at  the  running  well: 

No  lands  nor  townes  were  caufes  of  their  fray. 
Nor  who  in  rule  and  office  fhould  cxcell. 

But  eu’n  that  he  that  ftronge^  was  of  twayn, 
Should  Bayard  win,and  Durindana  gayq. 


There  needs  no  figne  of  war,nor  trumpets  foimd,  Gradijfo  md 
Towamc  them  when  toftnkc,and\vhc  topawfe,  '' ' 

No  Heralds  need  to  limit  out  the  ground. 

Nor  read  thcmlcdures  of  their  warlike  laws. 

1 hey  met  as  they  by  promife  firm  were  bound. 

And  each  his  weapon  at  one  inftant  draws. 

And  then  they  layd  about  thcniftrog  and  nimble. 

Blows  bred  their  fmarqand  fmart  their  wrath  did 

jz  (kmdlc. 

Two  blades  more  firm  in  trialljand  morcftirc. 

Could  not  in  all  the  world  haue  been  prepard. 

That  hatting  been  as  thefc  were, put  in  vre. 

Would  not  haue  been  in  pcecesburft  and  mard; 

But  both  thefe  blades  were  of  fuch  temper  pure, 

Sokccn,fo  tough,  and  therewithal]  fo  hard. 

They  might  a thopfand  times  at  hard-edg  met, 

And  neither  blade  thereby  a gap  would  get. 
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F^naldo  qtiick,hither  and  thither  goes. 

And  often  time  was  forft  to  chaungc  his  place. 

And  trauerfe  groud,  for  why  the  weight  he  knows 
OfDurindanajthat  would  cut  apafc; 

Gradaffo  cuer  gauc  the  ftronger  blows. 

But  tother  ftill  to  fcape  them  had  the  grace; 

Or  if  they  hit, they  hit  in  fomc  fuch  part. 

Where  though  they  made  great  foud,they  caufd 

74  (no  fmart; 

I{enaldo  with  lefle  ftrcngth,but  far  more  art, 

Strake  once  or  twife  the  Pagan  on  the  arme. 

And  with  a thrufthad  furelic  pierft  his  hart, 

Sauc  that  his  armour  ftrengthned  was  by  charm. 

So  that  no  mail  out  of  his  place  would  ftart: 

But  while  each  fought  to  do  the  other  harm, 

A fodain  noyfc  did  part  their  carneft  quarrcll, 

They  looktjand  faw  Bayardo  great  in  parelL 
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1 fay  they  lookt  about  and  ipidc  atlength, 

Bayardo  fighting  with  amouftrousfowle, 

Bieger  thenhe,hcr  beak  three  yards  of  length. 

In  other  ftiape  and  making  like  an  owle. 

Her  tallents  huge  and  fharp,and  of  great  ftregth; 

The  feathers  of  her  wings  all  blacke  and  foulc, 

Her  eyes  like  fire,a  long  and  hideous  taile. 

Her  wings  fo  huge, they  feemed  like  a fade. 
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Perhaps  it  was  a fowle,biitI  thinke  nor. 

Nor  cuer  heard  1 erft  offuch  a byrd, 

Onlie  fo  T urpin  calls  it  well  I wot. 

If  any  will  credit  to  him  afford: 

Rather  I deem  that  Malagigi  got. 

Some  fprit  infcrna]l,that  him  felfc  had  fturd. 

To  come  in  fhape  as  I did  ffiew  before, 

Bccaufe  the  chapions  ficrce,mjght  fight  no  more. 
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1{enaldo  cake  him  felfe  bclccu’d  tlie  fame. 

And  with  his  coufin  Malagigi  fell  out. 

And  to  his  charge  layd  not  a litic  blame. 

And  gauehim  cuill language  there  about, 

The  tother  fwarc  by  him  that  hcau’ns  did  framcj 
Itwas  not  hcjtoputhim  outof doubt. 

But  were  it  fowle,or  were  it  a foule  dcuill, 

Certain  to  Bayard  it  did  worke  much  euiB; 
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The  horfc  that  was  puiflantjbrakc  his  rayne, 

When  as  the  fharpnes  of  her  clawcs  he  feels. 

And  what  with  terrour  mou’d,&  what  withpaync. 
He  yerketh  at  her  ficrcelie  with  his  heels: 

She  foard  aloft, and  down  fhe  corns  agaync. 

And  flriks  him  fo,that  Bayard  almoft  reels, 
And'ilth  of  other  fence  nomeane  he  had. 

He  runns  away  as  ifhc  had  been  mad. 
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Vnto  the  neareft  wood  he  right  doth  runne. 

And  ftill  the  fcatherd  beaft  held  him  in  chafe. 

Till  y thickc  bowghes  holp  him  her  grips  to  fliunn  c 
So  that  flie  gaue  him  ouer  in  ihort  Ipacc, 

And  feeing  that  her  Iport  with  him  was  done. 

She  Pored  vp  on  highjOnd  left  this  place. 

And  to  an  other  coaft  her  flight  doth  frame. 
Where  as  fhe  thought  to  find  Pome  other  game. 
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Cradajfe  and  Kenaldo  when  they  Paw, 

The  horPe  was  fled  that  caufed  all  the  fray. 

Do  by  conPent  them  Pelues  fro  thence  withdraw, 
Tofinde  Bayardo  out  and  if  they  may: 

But  firft  each  promift  to  obPerue  this  law. 

That  he  that  found  him  firft  of  both,  ftiould  ftay 
At  this  fame  well,till  tother  fhould  come  tliither. 
And  then  agayne  to  fight  it  out  togither. 
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Thus  when  each  had  his  word  to  th’otherpaft. 

That  they  would  meet  there  at  their  comming 
After  they  go,but  Bayard  ran  fo  faft,  (backe, 
As  foonc  they  loft  the  fight  of  any  tracker 
Gradajfo  rode  and  therefore  made  more  haftj 
The  Valadine  that  his  good  horfe  did  lacke, 
Remaind  behind, Pad  and  offended  more, 

And  malcontcnt,then  ear  he  was  befote. 
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And  whenhe  trauelld  bad  about  in  vayne, 

Wearie  in  body, and  all  Pad  in  minde, 

Withlofle  of  all  his  trauell  and  his  payne. 

He  tumeth  to  the  place  they  firft  afTignde, 
Hoping  the  other  would  returne  agayne. 

And  bring  the  horPe,if  fo  he  could  him  findc: 

But  when  he  Paw  his  looking  did  not  boot. 

He  trauelld  backe  vnto  the  camp  on  foot. 

85 

But  yet  Gr4(i»;f/oipainefuccecdcdwcll, 

For  why, a while  afore  the  lights  decaying. 

He  pafPed  ncare  the  placejasit  befell. 

Where  in  a caue  he  found  him  by  his  naying, 
StiUfearing  that  fame  monftrous  impe  of  hell: 

He  takes  him  thenccjand  then  but  litle  waying 
His  promiPc  made,he  turns  an  other  way. 

And  to  him  fclfe  in  Pecrct  thus  doth  fay. 

84 

Let  them  that  lift  hold  things  with  ftrife  and  war, 

I meane  to  hold  myne  own  with  peace  and  eafe, 
Onlie  togetthishorPe,!  came  Po  far. 

And  paft  Po  many  lands,  and  many  Peas: 

My  promiPe  brcach,to  me  (halbe  no  bar, 
Tokeepe  that  I fo  quietlie  do  PeaPej 
If  he  defire  to  win  his  horfe  againe. 

To  come  to  India  let  him  take  the  paine. 


As  fafe  as  France  hath  been  for  me  now  twife. 

So  fafe  for  him  (hall  be  my  Sctycane, 

Thither  I wifh  liim  come  if  he  be  wife, 

Fife  of  Bayardo  now  his  Icaue  is  tanc: 

Ifhe  will  haue  him  he  fhall  know  theprife. 

Now  myne  Bayardo  is  and  Durindane: 

This  faid,he  mounted  on  the  fteedfo  warly. 

And  by  an  other  way, went  backe  to  Arly. 
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Where  finding  fliipsnewriggd,tofea-ward  bent. 
Though  then  at  anker  in  the  harbour  lying. 

With  thofc  ritch  fpoyls,to  paffe  the  Pea*  he  ment, 
In  all  poft  haft  into  his  country  hying: 

Hereafter  you  fhall  here  which  way  he  went. 

And  of  his  laftconflift,andofhis  dying: 

Now  him  I leaue,f^»«Wo  and  all  France, 

And  tell  you  what  did  to^Jlolfo  chance. 
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Who  mounted  on  his  ftatclic  winged  fteed, 

Latelic  well  tam’d  hy  LogefidLumt, 

Tooke  petfeft  vcw  ofFranccwiih  paffing  Ppeed, 
And  Paw  how  cuTie  towne  of  worth  did  fitj 
Which  hauing  wcl  obPcru’d,and  markt  with  heed. 
From  Rhine  to  Pyren  mount, he  thought  it  fit. 

In  maner  Iike,all  ouer  Spaine  to  ride, 

And  many  countryes  of  the  world  befide. 
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To  Aragon  he  pafled  through  Nauar, 

Each  man  that  Paw  him  wondring  at  the  fight. 
Then  Taraconhe  diddiPery  not  far 
On  the  left  hand,and  Biskie  on  the  right, 
CaftilhGalicia, Lisbon  placed  are. 

And  Cordoue  neare,and  Siuill  Pee  he  miglir. 
Which  diuers  crownesnowioyned  inoneraigne. 
Arc  gouerndby  the  mightic  king  of  Spaine. 
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There  faw  he  Gadcs  where  erft  by  Herc/«hand, 
Fillers,  a marke  for  mariners,were  plaft. 

Then  ouer  Atlant  fca,to  Egipt  land, 

Ouer  all  AfFrica  forthwith  he  paft. 

And  Paw  where  Balearick  lies  do  ftand. 

Then  trauelld  to  Euiza  with  like  haft, 

And  to  Arzilla-wardhe  thence  departeth, 

Ouer  that  Pea,  that  it  from  Spagna  parteth. 
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Oran  he  faw,Ippon,Marocco,Feirc, 

Algier,  Buzea,and  thofc  ftatcly  townes, 

WhoPe  Princes  with  great  pope  & pride  poflefle. 
Of  diuers  Prouinces  the  {lately  crownes: 
HcfawByfert,andTunigi  nolefle. 

And  flying  ouer  many  dales  and  downcs, 

He  faw  Capiffe  and  Alzerbee  lie, 

And  all  the  Cities  to  the  flood  of  Nyle. 
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Tripolic,Bernick,Tolomit,and  all 

Between  the  Pea  and  Atlas  woodie  fides, 

Then  on  the  Ccreneys  he  right  doth  fall, 

Paffing  Catena  mounts,and  more  befides; 

Then  crofting  ou’r  the  barren  fields  and  pall. 
Where  fands  with  wind  do  ebbe  & flow  like  tides. 
The  tombe  oiBatm  he  doth  Jeaue  behind. 

And  Ammm  temple  now  worne  out  of  mind. 

Then 
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Then  came  he  by  an  other  Trcmifcn, 

That  follows  eake  of  Mahomet  the  law* 

Vnto  an  other  Ethyopia  then 
He  went, die  which  before  he  neuer  faw, 

That  differs  both  in  language  and  in  men; 

From  thence  he  toward  Nubia  then  did  draw, 
Dobada  and  Coallceiuft  between, 

Of  which  diefe  Chriftcnd,&\hofeTurkifh  been. 

The  bord’rcrs  ftill  are  armd  in  heat  and  cold, 
5f/jrffoyetofEthyopisthc  chiefe. 

And  hath  great  ftore  of  iewells  and  of  gold. 

And  much  he  varies  not  from  our  beliefej 
For  he  thofe  principles  moft  firmc  doth  hold* 

That  can  defend  from  euerlafting  gricfe; 

Here  is  it(if  my ne  authour  be  no  Iyer) 

Where  they  dovfe  to  be  baptifd  with  fier. 
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Here  the  Duke  lighted  after  rraiiell  long, 

And  to  Senafos  ftatelie  court  was  ledj 
The  caftell  was  more  fumptuous  then  ftrong, 

And  admiration, more  then  terror  bred; 

The  locks, barrs,cheines, and  all  that  did  belong 
Vnto  the  bridge, and  gates  from  footc  tohed. 
Which  we  make  here  of  iron  to  endure, 
was  there  fayre  wrought, in  maflie  gold  moft  pure . 

And  though  they  haue  great  ftore  of  mettels  fine. 
Yet  were  the  chambers  and  thclodgings  hear. 
Borne  vp  with  criftall  colIumns,that  did  (hine. 
All  ou’r  the  ftatelie  court  moft  bright  and  clear: 
A ftatelie  border  caufd  vnto  the  eyn. 

Red, white,green,blew,and  yellow  to  appeer, 
Enntched  with  dmifions  for  the  nones. 

Of  Rubie,Smarag,Zaphtre,Topas  ftones. 
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Moft  orient  peris  andgemms  ofpaflingptyfc, 

W ere  fprincled  on  the  pauemets  here  and  there, 
Hcce  balme  doth  come,hece  other  precious  fpicc 
Which  from  lerufalem  men  wont  tobeare: 
Hence c5methmusk,for odours  fwcet  andnyce. 
And  amber  pure,that  fome  inbraceletts  weare; 
Finally  all  thofe  things  grow  there  inplentie. 
That  m this  country  are  efteemd  moft  deintie. 
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Moft  true  it  is,clfe  fome  haue  written  lyes. 

The  Sowdan  to  this  king  doth  tribut  pay. 

For  that  in  this  kings  powre  alone  it  lyes. 

Great  Cayre,andfcrtiilEgipt  to  decay, 

Bccaufe  that  by  thofe  meancs  he  may  dcuife. 

He  may  turnc  Nylefrom  them  an  other  way; 

This  Prince  5e«<»/;o,there  is  calld  of  many, 

We  call  him  Vrefter  Iobn,ovTreterIar^. 
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Of  all  the  kings  that  euer  there  did  raigne, 

This  king  excelld,in  ritches  and  in  treafure. 

But  Ioffe  offight,made  all  his  comforts  vaync, 
And  bard  him  eu’ry  taft  of  worldly  pleafure. 

And  this  did  much  encreafe  his  care  and  payne. 
And  grccued  him  indecd,beyond  all  meafiire. 
That  all  his  wealth  and  treafure  not  preuented, 
But  that  with  famine  he  was  ay  tormented. 


For  when  this  Prince,as  hunger  meere  him  drew. 
Did  but  prepare  him  felfe  tO  drinke  or  eat , 
Straight  of  Harpias  came  a ciirfed  crew. 

With  raightie  wings, huge  paws, and  belly cs  great. 
And  all  the  diflies  quit  they  ouerthrew, 
Andgrcedylie  deuoured  all  the  meat: 

And  that  they  lefc,th'ey  did  fo  file  and  flauer. 

As  few  could  brooke  die  fight,but  none  the  faiicr. 
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The  caufewas  this,why  his  great  plague  was  fiich, 
Bccaufe  in  youth(when  men  moft  careleflc  arc) 
Seeing  him  felfe  to  be  extolld  fo  much. 

And  paffing  other  kings  in  wealth  fb  farre. 

So  fowle  a pride  his  loftie  hart  did  tuch. 

That  to  his  maker,he  would  needs  moue  wane. 
To  which  intent  a mightie  powre  he  led, 

Vnto  that  mount  whence  Nylus  hath  hts  hed. 
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He  had  been  told,anddidit  firmebeleeuc. 

That  on  that  mount,whofc  top  did  tuch  the  skye. 
Was  that  fame  place  where  ./idam  dvvellt  & Eue, 
Before  their  fall  didcaufethem  thencetofly: 

He  hoping  fome  rare  conqueft  to  atchccue, 

A mightie  hoft  prepared  by  and  by, 

Minding(fo  hye  his  heart  with  pride  did  fwell) 

To  make  them  tnbut  pay,that  there  did  dwell. 

lOZ 

But  high  lebouaothci  r fowle  pride  repreft, 
Anddowne  he  fent  his  Angcll  that  fame  night. 
Who  flew  an  hundred  thoufand  for  the  left. 

And  him  condemnd  for  ay  to  loofc  his  liglit; 
Then  fent  he  monfters  vy  le,him  to  moleft, 

Thofe  vgly  monft:ers,that  Harpias  highr. 

Which  fo  dcuour,and  fo  fpoyle  all  his  meat, 
Scarfe  they  permit  him,once  to  drinke  or  car. 
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And  that  which  draue  him  into  meet  difpayrc. 

Was  that  on  told,by  way  of  propheev. 

How  thofe  fowle  creaturs  euer  ihould  repayre 
Vnto  that  place,till  time  they  might  efpy, 

A gallant  knight  all  armed  in  the  ay  re, 

Vpon  a winged  beaft  aloft  to  fly : 

And  for  that  this  vnpofflble  he  deemed, 

Pafthope  of  helpc,him  felfe  he  then  efteemed. 
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Now  when  the  people  faw  from  eu’ry  wall. 

And  from  each  towre,the  ftraugely  flying  knight. 
Happy  he  thought  him  felfe,that  firft  of  all 
Could  tell  the  king,of  this  vnufed  fight: 

Who  ftraight  theprophecie  tomind  did  call. 

And  with  thefodain  ioy,  forgetting  quite 
Histruftie  ftaffe;went  groping  with  his  hand. 

To  Wellcome  himjthat  now  came  to  his  land. 

loj 

.^[iolfo  being  lighted,nearcr  drew. 

And  as  he  was  the  great  court  entring  in. 

Behold  the  king  flood  readie  in  his  vew; 

And  kneeling  downe,to  Ipeake  did  thus  begin; 
Angell  from  heau’n(raid  he)Mcflias  new. 

Though  I dcfefue  not  pardon  for  my  fin; 

Yet  thinke  to  vs,is  proper  to  offend. 

To  you,to  pardon  thofe  that  will  amendi 
A a iij 
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My  guiJt  (bhcaulc on  my  confcience  lyes, 

I dare  notfew  thou  fhouldft  my  light  reftore. 
Though  well  I wot  that  thou  couldft  heale  mync 
That  art  ofthofe  that  ay  ftad  God  before,  (eyes, 
Let  then  this  plague  my  want  of  fight  fuffice. 
And  let  me  not  be  fteru’d  thus  euermorc. 

At  leaft  from  me  thefc  filthie  monfters  driue. 
And  let  me  eat  with  quiet  while  I liue. 
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And  I do  vow  a temple  vnto  thee. 

Of  marble  fayre,to  build  here  in  this  place, 
Whofe  gates  and  couer  all  ofgold  Ihall  be 
Adornd  with  coftlie  iewells  in  like  cafe. 

Nam’d  by  thy  name,  and  graii’d  that  men  may  fee 
Thy  miracle,which  no  time  lliall  deface: 

Thus  faith  the  proftrat  king  that  nothing  fees, 
Groping  tohauc  embraft^7?o//oi knees. 
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The  Duke  to  him  thus  frendlie  doth  reply. 

Nor  angell  I, nor  new  Meffias  am, 

Nor  come  from  heau’n,  but  mortall  man  am  I, 
Subieft  to  fin,vnworthie  fohye  namej 
But  fot  your  fake, my  bell:  frill  I will  try. 

To  kill  or  driue  thofe  fovvle,fr6  whece  they  came, 
Which  if  I do,giue  God,not  me  the  prayfe. 

That  for  your  hclpe,did  hither  guide  my  ways, 

lOlJ 

For  him  your  Chiirches,and  your  aulters  make. 

That  rr.ufr  ofdutie,Cburch  and  alter haue: 

This  faidjhe  vp  from  ground  the  king  doth  take , 
And  went  with  him, and  other  Barons  graue: 
Straightwayes  of  meat  prouifion  new  they  make, 
Forfo  thchungrie  king,inhafr  doth  craue: 

Hoping  that  now  the  monfrers  would  be  quiet. 
And  not  to  interrupt  him  at  his  dyet. 

ito 

Forthwith  a fumptuous  dinner  was  prepard. 

In  ftatelie  Ibrt  great  frorejand  of  the  beft, 

Sempo  hopes -sistolfo  can  him  guard 

From  thofe  foule  fowles,that  did  him  lb  moleft: 

But  loe  a fodain  noyfc  forthwith  was  hard, 

The  fent  of  thofe  fame  viands, that  were  drefr. 

Had  brought  them  thither,car  the  men  were  able, 
Tofet  downc  all  the  diflies  on  the  table. 

Ill 

Seuen  of  them  came  togithcr  in  a knot. 

With  womans  faces  wan  with  deadlie  cold, 
Sohungcrfraru’d,as  death  itfelfe  might  not 
Be  at  firft  fightjmore  hideous  to  behold^ 

Their  wings  were  great, but  foule  black  wings  god 
Their  talets  (harp  to  gripe,but  ftrogto  hold,  (wot, 
A large  foule  paunche,3  fi!  thy  taile  and  long. 

From  whece  there  came  an  odour  mighty  ftrong. 

II2 

As  fodain  hcard,fo  Ibdain  were  they  feen. 

For  on  the  table  all  at  once  they  fell. 

And  fpoild  the  mcat,&  fro  their  wombs  vnciccn, 
Cafr  fUth  lothfom  to  fee,  yrkfome  fmcll: 


The  Duke,with  blade  of  mcttell  {harp  and  keen, 
Striks  at  the  monfrers,thinking  them  to  quell: 
But  all  in  vayncjhis  bootlefle  blade  tnrnd  back. 
As  he  hadlmicten  on  a wollenfacke. 

Some  rau’nouflicdeuourd  thcfwcetrq’aft. 

And  did  fo  eager  fill  their  grccdie  gorge ; 

That  by  andby,they  were  compclld  as  faft. 

The  fame  in  bcafrlic  manner  to  difgorge 
The  wofrill  king  thinkesnow  all  fuccour  part, 

T ill  good  slfloifo  fware  by  fweet  Saint Gwrgc, 

Sith  force  was  vayncjhc  would  an  other  way. 

To  driue  tliefe  monfrers  from  the  king,  allay. 
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The  horncjwhich  cuer  he  about  him  beats, 

He  meanes  againfr  thefc  monfrers  to  employ. 

He  caufd  the  king  and  his,to  frop  their  cars 
With  molten  wcx,that  nonoyfe  them  may  noy, 
Fife  might  his  blaft  haue  bred  in  them  fuch  fears, 
To  driue  them  thence, and  all  the  land  deftroy : 
Then  caufd  he  them  prepare  an  other  feafr. 

And  vp  he  getts  him  on  his  winged  bcaft. 
iiy 

The  fteward  that  did  know  his  mindc  by  fignes, 
Straightwayes  an  other  dinner  doth  addrefle. 
With  frore  of  daintic  meats, and  cofrlie  wines, 
Butina  trifc,fooner  then  one  could  gueffe. 

The  filthie  flockc,as  famine  them  inclines. 

Came  downe,and  feafd  vpon  the  cofriy  melTcj 
But  frraight  blew  them  fuch  a blaft. 

As  on  the  fodain  made  them  all  agaft. 

II# 

The  noyfc  into  their  open  cars  fo  entered, 

That  had  no  meanes  to  flop  them, nor  defence. 

As  fo  their  ftomaks,and  their  tafts  difrempered. 
They  fled,and  fearc  expclld  all  other  fence; 

The  Englilh  Duke  to  follow  them  adtientercd. 
And  winding  ftill  his  home, he  chaft  them  thence. 
To  thathillsfootjwhence  Nylus  firft  doth  fall, 

Itfo  that  Nylc  haue  any  head  at  all. 
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Clofe  at  the  bottom  of  this  mightie  mount. 

There  is  a cauc  defeending  like  a well. 

By  which(as  dwellers  by  do  oft  recount) 

A fpeedie  paflTage  one  may  haue  to  hell; 

To  this  the  monfters  fled, and  made  account. 
Within  this  cauc  fafe  from  the  noyfe  to  dwell. 
Which  feen,-^Jiclfo  from  his  bcaft  allightcd. 

And  ceaft  the  blowing  that  them  fo  affrighted. 
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And  forhc  did  with  heed  thecaucs  mouth  markc. 

He  nearer  doth  approch  vnto  the  fame, 

And  with  a liftning  eare,he  then  doth  hark. 

If  any  found  from  thence  vnto  him  came; 

The  entraunce  lookt  all  like  a dungeon  dark. 

With  fmokcjthat  feemd  to  come  fro  finorhered 
ButmorcofthiSjhereafrerl  will  treat,  (flame; 
For  now  this  booke  begins  to  be  to  great. 


Moral . I»  this  xxxiij,  loofip  there  are  manj  things  voerththe  ohferuation^both  for  hiflorkall  mat  terras  alfo  in  aUegoricaUfence,and 

therfore  I veouldnot  fiandlong  in  the  moral!.  Onely  this  note  I will  takp  o/GradafTo,  for  breach  of  his  ptomife , in  not  brin- 
yngthe  horfe  back^  to  thefonntaine , as  was  couenanted  betweene  them : that  many  kraue  and  yaliant  men-Jitch  as  he  is  here 

defiribed 
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Jefcrihtd t»ht  y hoVf  etter  they  fland  vpon  termes of  honou r and rallew  ,yet if  they  may  oltaine their pttrpofe rritiml  blowef) 
il^  will  many  times  dij^ence  both  with  honour  aud  Isoneftie : whiehyet  I iudge  rather  an  example  tojhun,  then  a prejident  to 
be  followed : ^nd  Sen  a po  that  through  riches  and  aboundance  grew fo  infolent , that  he  would  needs  thinhp  to  conquer  Vo- 
radife ; we  may  fee  the  courf cofyounge  carelejfe  men , that  being  left  rich  by  their  parents,  or  clfe  aduaunced  (yawortbily  in 
their  owne  confciences')  to  fame  extraordinarie  fortunes  ,f}raight  in  conceits  begin  to  dejpife  the  detiineprouidence  (as  Scnapo 
affaulted  Varadice)and  dijpute  with  tlseir prophane  tongues,  not  againft  this  or  that  religion,  but  agairSi  all  religion  j hauing 
no  argument fo  probable  indeed, and fo  forcible, as  that  which  theToet  Marciall  recitetb  of one  SiliUSt 

Niillos  efle  Decs,  inane  coelum 

' Affirmat  Silius,  probatque  quod  fc 

Faftum,dum  negat  hxcjvidct  beatum. 

TbttsInEngli/h. 

That  hcau’n  is  voidjand  that  no  gods  there  are^ 

Silius  affirmcs,and  all  hisproofc  is  this. 

That  while  fuch  blalphemies  pronounce  he  dare, 

Heliuech  here  in  cafe  and  earthly  blifl'e. 

But  this  matter  1 fiaH  touch  more  at  large  in  the  ^Regorie. 

Tor  the  hifories  touched  in  this  booJcf  they  are  many  and  diuers  , but  the fpeciall  drift  that  mine  author  hath  i>*  thisloobe,  is 
to  note  how  thofe  Icings  of  France  that  baue  come  to  inuade  Italy, and  to  makf  a conquef  thereof, or  of  any  part  thereof,  baue 
had  euer  HI fucteffe,and  beene  either  tak^n  or  foyled : and  of  the  other fide,  thofe  that  haue  come  to  refeue  them,  and  take  their 
parts  Jsaue  many  times  brought  backp  honour  and  ridlorie.  Tigw  firfl  mine  aut  hour  for  the  finer  bringing  in  of  the  matter, fa- 
thersitvponPAcrlinour  Engli/hprophet  (as  they  ter  me  him  ) ofwhom  I haue  jpoken  before  in  the  notes  of  the  third  booket 
aSeagingthat  he  by  Magickp framed  that  fumptucus  hall , and  therein  painted  ypon  the  skreene  therof,all  thefe  forks  of  the 
time  to  come. 

Firfl  herecites  all  tise  excellent  drawers  ofthetimepafl,tak(ngby  tlsat,  occafion  to  praife  the  excellent  workynanfldp  of  fame 
ofhis  owne  time:  their  names  he  recyteth  huddling  togither  , butherel  will  perticularly  touch  them,fortheirfak^s  that  haue 
not  read  of them,  and  are  defirous  to  kpow  of  whence  they  were. 

Timagoras  was  a Calcydonianjand  was  the  firfl  that  ts fpeciaUy  noted,  to  haue  compared  his  cunning  with  another  of  the 
fame  fey  erKe,  and  to  haue  had  the  glorie from  him. 

Parrhafius  an  Ephefian,  mted fpeciaUy  for  his  excellent fhadowing  and  giuinggood  proportion  to  the  countenance  , and  in 
the  outermofl  lynes  of  the  face, which  is  agreat  point  of  that  art. 

Polygnotus/  finde  no  extraordinarie  thing  to  fpeakp  of:  onelyl  read  that  herfedfirTt  todrawwomeninwhitegar.. 
tnentSyand  had  a fpeciall  grace  in  makfngthe  opening  of  the  mouth. 

Timstnz, they  praife  hiswit  as  much  as  hisworke,for  maklngin  agreat  table  the  pi&ureoflph\gen\a,flanding  at  the  aU 
tar  to  be  facrificed  ■,and  hauing  drawne  all  the  flanders  by  rerie fad,  and  xrith  wofull  countenances  , and  efpecially  her  fnclr^ 
when  he  came  to  her  fatherfemade  him  with  a fcarfe  afore  his  face,fignijying  thereby, that  bis  grief e was  greater  then  could 
be  feene  in  his  countenance. 

Protogenes  borne  in  Sycaunum,a  countriefubkCl  to  the  Efodiansfewas  notedforfomwhat  to  mucheurirfltie  and 
tediouftus(a  fault  that  our  countrimen  be  much  noted  off  rat  they  hysow  not  when  their  work^  is  well.')  Howbeit  hts  workp  was 
held  infuchprice,that  Demetrius /yingrfr  theJtegeofHj}odes,andhaiiingoportunitieoflerdhim,to  haue fierd the  towneon 
that  fidewhere  a table  ofhis  drawingdid  hang,  he  raifed  his  flege,  rather  then  he  would  burnethat  table, 

Appollodore  was  fo  excellent  (as  Plinie  writeth  of  him  thus)  that  he  opened  thedore  of  cunning  in  that  art , by  which 
Zewces  afterward  enterd  into  it  inthe  cittie  ofHeradia.  Theflorie  of  the  flrife  betweene  Zewces  rfWParrhafiuSjw  well 
kfiowne I thinl^e  to  all , butyetiwill  briefly fet it downe : Zewces  tofhew  hisworkpnanfl;ip,broughtatablewhereinhehad 
painted  grapes  fo  naturally,  that  the  birds  came  and peclp  at  them , thinking  them  to  be  grapes  indeed  : the  other  had  draWne 
onely  acurtaine , fuch  as  they  yfeto  haue  before  pictures  to  k^epe  them  from  the  dufl-,  which  curtainelooljed  folikpatruecuy- 
taine,  that  Zewces  being  proud  of theiudgement  of  the  byrds-,  bad  him  now  to  remoue  the  curtnine  tofl^ew  hkpiflure : but  be~ 
ing  quickpy  aware  ofhis  errour,  withakfnd  of  noble  bafljfulnes,graumed  the  prife  to  his  aduerfarie^onf effing  it  Was  more  to 
deceiue  a work^man  then  a byrd. 

Appelles  at  Coos,  was  held  in  fuch  reputation  for  his  drawing , that  Alexander  f/w  great  gaue  commaundement 

that  nenefbould  mal^e  his  pidure  but  onely  Appelles . He  began  the  image  of  Venus,  and  dyed  ear  it  was  done,  leaning  the 
imferfiteworke,fo  full  oftheperfedion  of  his  art, that  no  man  durfl  euer  tak^  ypon  I»m  to  end  itifoas  euen  to  this  d<Q,ifany 
begin  aworkf  in  any  kfitdwith  any  felicitie,  and  after  leaueit  ynfiniflk , they  flraightUkenhim  to  Appelles.  Tfow  hauing 
fpokpnfo  much  of all  thefe  famous  men  of  old  times,  it  were  an  enuyouspart  to  fay  nothing  oftlsofe  of  this  age, that  haue  beene 
famous,  and  are  named  by  mme  aitthonwlxrefore  1 would  touch  one  or  two  of  them. 

Leonard  Vinci  was  a Florentine,a goodly  man  6fperfon,and  fo  excellent  in  the  I dea,or  the  conceiued forme  ofhis  Workp, 
that  though  he  could finifh  but  few  work^s,yet  thofe  he  did, had  great  admiration. 

.Alfo  therewas  Andrew  Muntinti  (whom  I forgot  to  put  in,  by  ouerfight  inhts  dew  place,but  I will  make  him  ametsds 
I/ere)  who  being  but  of  meane  parentage  ^ yerie  poorej/et  his  aptnes  to  this  kfiidjbeing  made  knowne  to  the  M arqttis  of  Man- 
tua,and  encouraged  by  his  liberalitie,  (the fpeciall  nurfe  of  allgood  arts  ) grew  mofl  excellent  in  it:and  beflde  other  rare  worlds 
that  arc  feene  andjhowenofb'ss  , in  ^me  and  in  Mantua  ; he  is  faid  to  be  tixfirfl  that  deuifed  cutting  inbraffe,  which  how 
curious  a thing  it  is,  the  pidures  in  this  booke  may  partly  teflifie. 

GianBelline  was  aF  enttian,andwas  the  more  famous, becaufe  Mahomet(l^tgoftheTurkf)was  fofarre  inlouewith 
0 table  ofhis  drawing,that  Ixfontforhim ; but  the  yenttians  would  not  Jpare  him : marrie  they  fent  a brother  ofhis,a  yerie 
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good xvorhjnitn-^  1(»\»  (^alheit  the T urkes  nreby  their  lames  forbidden images')yet  tvaitlmTrtncefom  love  tvith  that piSliirt 
^JP^k^ofy  that  when  the  other  drawer  came  to  him,  he  made  him  draw  both  his  owne  piflureaitdtheTurlifs,  and Joafter 
fent  him  back?  agaittejjoth  highly  commended  and  rewarded, 

Michael  Agnolc(me  pronounce  it  Michel  Angelo)>v<«  the  rare  man  of this  age  for  drawing  and  earning  both,attai~ 
ningto  the  excellencie  of  the  art  rerie  young, and  doing  manie  notable  workfs ; bat  threebemoft  famow ; one  woe  earning  of 
an  I mage  ofVitie  in  B^me : an  other  was  a Giaunt  in  Florence ; the  third  was  a piflnre  of  certain  nak?d  men  , that  went  to 
wajh  the felues  in  ,Arno  , and  hearing  of  a fodainalarme  in  the  camp, they  made  haft  to  put  on  their  clothey^  in  which  fklure 
Were  cotainedall  the  ge  fares ftokps, and  motions  that  men  could  imagmwouldhappe  in  ftchan  accidentihis  father  fumamed 
him  Angelo  in  his  cradell , as  a preftge of fome great  excelletKie  aboue ordinarie , that  hefl.  ould  to . Raphacll  > and 

Sth’a&imwerebttth'isfchollers  , though  both  yerieperfe6l  allwhich  I haue  the  more  willinglie  noted, and  at  more  length 
then  I was  wont  in  the  former  bookes(inthe  like  matters  fo  lightlie  touched)both  becaufe  my  felfe,I  mufl  confejfe  , tak?  great 
fleafure  in  fueh  work^s(as  pleafing  ornaments  of  a houfe, and  good  remembrauiKes  of ourfrends^ac  alfoto  (how  in  what  great 
reckping  that  fcience  hath  been  with  Emperotirs  and  greatTrinces , and  with'Prelates  and  Byligiotts  perfons  ; Inwfoeuer 
fome  auflere(or  rather  vnciuill  perfons ) willfeeme  eitlm  to  condemnit,or  contemn  it.  .And  though  indeed  this  Bealme  hath 
not  bred  any  Michel  Angelos/wr  men  of fuch  rare  perfeHion  as  may  dtferue  his  title . 

Micbel{mor&  then  a man)  Angell  diuinc. 

Tetl  may  fay  thus  much  without  parciallitie  , for  the  honour  of  my  country  , as  myne  aiithourhathdoneforthe  ho- 
nour of  his  : that  we  haue  with  ys  at  this  day, one  that for  limming(which  J takp  to  be  the  verieperfedlion  of  that  artfis  confa- 
rablewithanyofany  other  country.  .And  for  theprayfethat  I toldyouofPaTthafiaSjfortakingthetruelynesoftbefacey 
J thinks  our  country  man(^I  meane  M'  Hilliard)»<  inferiourto  none  that  lines  at  this  day.  as  among  other  things  of  his  doing, 
jryfelfe  haue  feenhim,in  white  and  blacke  in  fourelynes  only  , fet  downe  the feature  of  the  Queenes  Maiefiies  count  etc  antic  r, 
that  it  was  eue  thereby  tobeknowne-,  and  he  is  fo  perfe(ltherein(*s  I haueheardotherstelV)thatheca  fet  it  downe  by  the  Idea 
hchath, without  any  paterne-,which(^for  all  Apelles  priuiledge')was  mere{I  beleeue')  thenhe  could  haue  </««e/orA!exan- 
dcr.Biit  I amentredfo  farre  intopiflures^thatl  lyyoWnothow  toget  out  agayne  : and  though  there  be  fo  muchotherftorie  in 
this  xxxHjJiook?  as  will  asVefome  time  jyet  I tjnught  better  to  fet  downe  this  of  thefe  notable  men  here  altogither,  for  thoji 
that  haue  a irynde  to  read  it, then  to  haue  turned  them  oner  to  the  table, where  they  ttwfl  lookp  one  in  one  place,  an  other  in  an 
ether,accordingas  the  names  would  fall  out  in  order  of  Alpitabet.  But  now  to  the  French  forte, 

Clodoueusjtt’.M  the firfllpngof  Fraunce,after  that  CXodoutm, that firfl  receaued the  Chrijlian  BfUigion.This  Vrince, 
what  time  Grimoaldo  Dukp  ofBeneuentJtad  ciuill  ivarres  in  Lombardie  with  Perdcritc  and  Gondiberco  two  brothers, 
ta^ng  this  oportumtie,made  warre  on  Grimoaldo:  but  Grimoaldo  doubting  his  /lrength,to  meet  them  in  the  field-, with  a 
notable  (Iratagem  yanquifhed  them : hefayned  as  if  he  fled  andforfookp  his  tents, I eauing  them  fullofi-itell  and flrong  tt  ines: 
which  the  French  men  fo  eagerlie  deuoured,and  dremke fo  deuoutlie  of  the  wine, that  it  made  thejleepe  more  foundlie  that  night 
thenwasfor  their  faflie:  for  theDuk^of  Beneuentfet  on  theminthededof  theni^)t,andfo  more  by  force  of  biswine, thenof 
his  weapons  yannuijhed  them. 

InthetimeofTopeVtbanthefourth,mtntionedcouertlie  inthe  iB.flajfe,  one  ChzrlcsDukf  of  Aniou  was  called  in- 
to I taiieby  tlte  faid  Tope, and  pronounced  kpng  ofSicilie.But  in  a fhort  time  hatting  done  manie  great  feats,  the  Sicihas  conjpi- 
red  againflbimfy  the  meanes  of  one  lohn  ofT?rocida,and  murdered  them  all  with  great  crueltk, at  the  found  of  an  euenfong 
bellx  fo  as  it  isto  this  day,  abywordyfed  ini  talie  if  airy  notable  crueltie  be  done, that  is  withall  fodainhe  executed  -ythey  call  it 
the  Sicilians  euenfong:  for  they  did  at  one  euenfong,l^ll  not  oidie  alltheFrmchmen  , hut  alfoall  the  women  they  thought  to  be 
with  child  by  them. 

T he  Earle  of  Mar:a,metioncd  in  the  xxi,ftaffe,maried  loan  of‘I{4ples(the  matter  for  the  fretugenes  of  thepre- 

fldet  I thought  worth  the  noting^this  loan  beingfiflerto  Charles  the  third, and  heyre generall  to  theCrowne  ofTiaples,was 
contentedjfor  auoyding  thefowle  infamie  that  (he  had  by  her  euer  great  familiaritie,and  the  to  much  inward  acquaintaunce 
of oneP  andoilfo  a meane  man,  to  marie  with  onelamcs  Earleof  Marca,  andofthebloudroyallofFraunce:  batfirflflse 
indented  with  him, that  be fhould  onlie  haue  the  bare  title  ofkfng,  butjhe  would  haue  thegouernment  wlrMie  in  her  hands-,  he 
being  once  in  poffeffon  brakp  Im  cOKenaut,and  would  needs gouern  all:  butfJje  by  Mpe  o/Frauncis  Sforfe , in  the  end  depri- 
ued  him  of  the  whole, and fent  him  backp  into  bis  countrie  agayne , where  the  poore  Gentleman  wjfs  glad  to  malje  him  felfe  an 
Hermit. 

Lodwike  Sforfe  Jpokpn  of  in  thexxyiij.fiajfc,for  emulationof  the  king  oflS(aplesJirftbrou^jt  Charles  the  yiij. into  I- 
talie,and  made  him  fo  (irong,tbat  in  the  end  be  was  not  able  toget  him  out  agayne . T his  Lodwike  Iw  manner  was  ft  ill  to  be 
plotting  of  new  deuifes,to  fet  other  Princes  at  yariaunce-yow  taklngparc  with  one  (ide  openIie,and feeding  the  other  with  mo- 
ney fecretlie  neuerfafl frendto  any,neuerf)proudaswhenwithhisfmoothtoung,andfyrepromifesj}ehad  beguiledfome 
play  ne  and  open  man(not  fofine  bedded  as  himfelfieflSlow  though  we  might  perhaps  note  fomemen  of  our  time  field  for  nota- 
ble wife  men  ,ani  leaning  much  to  this  kinde  ofceurfe-,  yet  I fee  f oiall  incoragement,  either  by  his  beginning  or  proceeding  , or 
ending, why  anyflsould  think^  him  worth  the  followingibe  began  an  yfurper,he  liued  a diffembler,and  he  dyed  a beggar,  and 
(which  is  worfe')aprifoner. Further  it  is  noted  in  Guichiardinet/^^it  he  jpent(asl  rember)  eight  ImdredthoufandDuckpts, 
in  that  kinde  I jpakp  of,  felting  Princestogither  by  the  eares:and  begat  this  for  bis  labour, that  no  Prince  loued  him, as  appea- 
red when  being  x.yeares  a prifoner  in  Fraunce^o  man  euer  made  fuit,in  a manner  for  his  libertie.  Tullie  fayth  to 

Anthony  in  one  of  his  Phdlippifs  Temiror  AntonCjquoru  afta  imiteris  eorum  exitus  nonpcrhorrefcerc.7  mar- 
fiell(  faith  heifrend  Anthonie  that  you  arc  not  ajfeard  of  their  endes,wlKfe  euill  odes  you  dofoUow.So furelie  I would  wifh 
none  of  my  frends  neither  in  priuat  nor  publife  affaires, to  follow  thofe  halting  courfes,  but  hold  it  for  a maxim,  that  he  that  is 
not  a true  f -end  jfjaO.  not  haue  a truefrend, 

T he  Marquis  e/Pefcara  touched  in  the  xxix.fiaffe , at  the  affastlt  ofCafiellntmo  in  2{aples , being  impacient  of  all  flay 
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l-argatned  with  an  Ethhf>idn  flaue  to  burnt  tlx  Frtnch  nauie,  and  to  It  t him  in  at  tlx  Chufch  called  Santa  Croce j but  the Jlane 
haninggrtater  rewards  ghien  him  of  the  Frenchmen,  betrayed  him, and/lot  him  inwith  a forbad  arrow,  and  fo  killed  him. 

In  the  xxxilj.  fiaf^ewherelxJptakfSofCcuidzd,  where  hiuhno  tlx  P'enetianCaptamewas  taken,I  willreferrethe 
reader  to  Guicciardinc  for  tlx  whole  difiourfe  of  the  matter, beginning  at  the  league  ofCambray.  But  thefubfianceof  the 
matter  briefly  is  this : Maximillian  the  Empetour,  Lcwcskfng  of  Frounce,  and  all  the  kings  of  Europe  in  effefl,togetherwiih 
T?ope  lulio,  made  a league  at  Cambray,  combining  them  felues  againjithe  y enetians  , and  in  deed  preuailed fo farre  againjl 
them,  that  they  left  tlxm  edmoft  nothing  m tens  Gima  as  they  call  it , deciding  all  their  townes , fame  to  tlx  king  ofSpaine, 
Jometo  theVope,fometo  Lcwcshimfelfe,  diuerfeto  the  Emptrour  ,and  two  or  three  to  theDukp  of  Ferrara.  Butin  the  end 
(as  commonly  informs  offo  manic  parts  they  cannot  long  keepe  perftd  harmonic  , but  that feme  fing  out  of  tune  ) fo  it  fell  out, 
that  in  parting  the  JpoileSj  they  of  the  league  could  not  well  agree  among  them f dues,  and fogaue  breath  to  the  V enetians,  who 
therby  recouered  much  of  their  ftate  againe. 

In  the  xxTCuif.flajfe  lx Jpeakfs  of  the  ouerthrow  oftheSwiX^rs , that  had  bene  before, wondtrfuR  prowd  of  their  glorioue 
titkgiuenthem  by  theVope,whorent  tlxm  tlxTontificidllbamxr, with  this  titleynto  <>,Defenders  of  the  libcrcicof  tlic 
Church, againfl  the  pride  ofPrinces  . But  after  that  kfng  Francis  came  into  Italie  and befleged Millan,  the  SwiT^s 
that  Were  in  the  towne  refujingto  makp  a peace  with  him,  which  lx  offered  them,  comming  after  to  battell  were  onercorr.e,and 
feuen  thoufand  oFthemflaine, 

In  the  xliilj.  fiaffe  and  fo  forward  for  three  or  foure  more, he  mentions  the  battell  of'Pauia,wlxre  the  kfng  ofF  raiince  was 
taken, atlnngfo  generally  knowneasl  ncede  notUandlongonit  :enely  mine  author  touches  one  chiefe  ouerfigbt  ofthiskjngs, 
whichwas,thathismuflermaflersdeceauedhiminthenumber  ofhismcncbut  howfoeucr  it  was,fureit  is  this  “Prince  wasa 
mofi  worthie  man  , and  wanted  no  qualitie  of  an  excellent  king, valiant  andbountifuU , and  freh  a fauomer  of  learned  trxn, 
that  the  Italians  termedhim.  Padre  c madrc,  the  father  and  mother  of  learning  and  iiberaU fliences, 

I n tlx  xlix.flaffe  he  toucheth  tlx fackt  ofEome,  which  the  Dukp  ofBurbon  Was  chiefe  ringleader  of,  though  him  fclfe  was 
at  the  yerteflrjl  affault  llaine,witb  a harguebufhjhotinto  his  head  •,  but  the  other  Captaines  ftekfd  the  towne,  and  in  fine  draue 
the  Pope  to  his  ranfome.  And  thus  much  for  the florie  oftinsbookp  : now  I come  to  the  ARegorie. 

Diuerfe  excellent  good  Allegories  may  be  takpti  out  of  this  pretie  fiflion  of  Prefter  lannic , called  Senapos.  One  is, as  I 
partly  touched  in  tlx  morall,  when  men  through  wealth  and  honor  grow  preude,and  defpifers  of  God  and  religion  , whofc ft  ate 
is  damnidde  and  incurable,  except  a flying  kfiigbt  come  downe  from  heauen,  I meanefome  Angell  of  God  ,orfpeciali  grace  of 
God,to  remoue  thefe  monfters  and  monftrosts  opinions  out  of  their  mynds,  T hepuniftjment  oflUndneffe  layd  ypon  him  for  that 
his  prefumptmtts  afj'aultingParadiceJhewes  that  no  men  are  in  deede  more  blind , then  thefe  that  thinkp  they  fee  fo  much  more 
tlxnothermen,ffleciaUywbentheyenterintotbatwilfullblindncffe,  ofnotfeeingthe  way  to  their ownefaluation.  Italiehad 
bin  noted  long  to  baue  had  many  irreligiotts  men  in  it,  and  no  maruell,for  our  old  Englifh  prouerbe  is,  the  nearer  the  Church,the 
furderfrom  Gedcyet  furidythofedefpifersofreligkn^rethemfeluesdefpifedofmany'.'mfomuchasitisgrownefora  by  word 
among  them-, when  they  fpeakf  of  fuel?  a man,they  will fay,Oh,he  isgrowne  aprofound  wife  man  fie  begins  new  not  to  beleeuein 
Chrift , thereby  Ironically  tKting  bis  pafflngfoUie.  I would  ftand  longer  in  applyingallthe  particulars  of  this  Allegoric , but 
that  I doubt  I am  fomewhat  to  tedioufe  in  thefe  notes  alreadie. 

I n the  Harpias  that fnatcht  away  the  meate from  the  mouth  of  this  Iqngjx  alludes  ^ as  him  felfe  expoundeth  plainly  in  the 
beginning  of  the  next  bookf)  to  the  SwiX(gers  and  other ftraungers  that  jpoile  I talie.  But  a likf  ftorie  which  this  may feeme  to 
allude  ynto,  is  told  o/Calai  and  Zet,  fonnes  o/Orithya  daughter  to  Eriftheus  Ifig  of  Athens,  who  are fayd  to  baue  deli- 
leered  Phincus  !<i>^  ofT  brace from  the  Harpias  in fuch  a like  fort. 

Here  end  the  Annotations  vpon  the  xxxiij.  bookc. 
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THE  ARGVMENT. 
iAftolfo  heares  of  Lydias  plague  in  hell, 
'Ontill  the Jhfoke  annoy  d and fould  him fo. 


ZJhttU  the finoke  annoy  d and fould  htm fo. 

That  he  wasfaine  to  wajh  him  at  a well: 
fVhich  done,  to  Paradiee  he  ftraight  doth  go, 

JV here  he  doth  meet  SainEl  lehn,  who  doth  hm  tell 
•Straunge  things, and  04 flrattnge  things  to  him  doth  f: 
ny^nd  there  Orlandos  wit  he  doth  receaue, 

And  fees  the  fatallthreeds  the  Siflers  weaue. 


foulc  Harpias , grccdie, 
hunger  ftarucd. 

Whom  wrath  diuine , for 
iu  ft  rduenge  hath  fcnc 
blinded  Italic , that 
hath  dclcrucd 
finns  both  old  & late, 
fotobeflicnt. 

The  luftcnacc  that  Ihould 
for  food  hauc  ferucd> 
For  widowcspoore,  and  Orphans  innocent, 
Thcfc  filthic  monftcrs  do  confumc  and  waft  it 
Oft  at  one  nicalc,bcforc  the  owners  taft  it. 

Doubtleftc  heguilticis  ofgrieuous  ftn. 

That  firft  fet  open  that  long  clofcd  caue. 

From  which  all  filth  and  grecdinclic  came  in 

- To  Italic,  and  it  infeftcdhaue: 

Then  endedeood,  then  did  bad  dayes  begin. 

And  difeord  roule,  fo  far  of  all  peace  drauc. 

That  now  in  warres , in  pouertic  and  painc. 

It  long  hath  taridc,  and  Ihall  longrcmainc. 

Vntill  (he  can  her  flouthfull  Tonnes  awake. 

From  drowfic  flccpe,that  now  themfclues  forgetj 
And  fay  to  thcm,for  ftiame  example  take. 

Let  others  valiant  deeds  your  courage  whet: 

Why  ftiould  not  you  the  like  ads  vndc 
As  in  time  paft  did  Cdd  and  Ztd 
That  erft  like  ayd  toThineas  didbring. 

As  did  ^Jiolfo  th'Ethiopian  king. 

4 

Who  hauing  driu’n  away  thcfc  monftcrs  fell 
From  blind  Smapos  beord,  as  erft  I told,  ■ 


And  chafed  them  fo  farre, vntill  they  fell 
Into  the  caue  lb  fcarfull  to  bcholdj 
That  fearfull  caue,  that  was  the  mouth  ofhell. 

To  harken  at  the  fame  he  waxed  bold, 

And  heard  moft  wofull  mourning  plaints  & cries. 

Such  as  from  hell  were  likely  to  arife. 

^folfo  minds  into  the  place  to  enter, 

And  vifit  thofe  that  hauc  forgon  this  light. 

And  pierce  the  earth  cu’n  to  the  middle  center, 

Tofee  if  ought  there  may  be  worth  the  fight: 

For  why  hc'thought,  what  need  I fcarc  to  venterj 
Hauingthis  home,  with  which  I can  affright 
Sathan  and  Cerberus  with  trcbble  chaps. 

And  fafely  keepe  my  felfc  from  all  mifhaps? 

'6 

He  tyeshis  flying  beaft  faft  by  theraincs,  nmltgMstit 

Minding  to  hell  it  felfc  to  bid  defiance, 

His  home  faft  tyde  about  his  necke  rcmaincs. 

In  which  more  then  hisfword,he  puts  affiance* 

Eu’n  at  his  verie  entrance  he  complaincs. 

Of  that  fame  fmoke,y  bred  him  much  annoyance, 

Thatfauord  ftrong  of  brimfton  and  of  pitch. 

Yet  ftill  Afiolfo  goeth  thorow  fticch. 

7 

But  ftill  the  farder  that  he  forward  goes, 

He  fceles  the  fmoke  more  noifomc  & more  thick. 

That  in  him  fclfcdie  gan  now  to  fuppofe. 

If  furder  he  fhould  wade  he  fhould  be  fickc; 

When  lo,  a fhadow  feemed  to  difclofc 
It  felfc  to  him,  of  fomewhat  that  was  quicke. 

And  to  his  thinking,  hither  wan’d  and  thether. 

Much  like  a carkafte  hangd  long  in  the  wether. 
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jtnaxmte,  far 
Uuc  of  rvbom 
Jfhit  hij^ed  bi/n 
, /life  ut  the  I It  (if 
Cr/na. 


utds  Meiamar- 
fhofit. 


’^hcjexs farfioke 
Ariadne. 

lafinforfooke 

ter  Media. 

* Meneasfvr- 
fiokeDido. 
.Ammafanne  to 
Dauid  defloured 
Tbamar^ndaf- 
lerdfnjedbcr, 
tir  put  hir  array, 
forrvbichherras 
flan  by  Mb/elon 
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The  Englifh  Duke  that  had  defire  to  know. 

Whether  he  faw  a bodicjor  a vifion> 

Strakc  with  his  fword  thereat  fo  fierce  a blow. 

As  would  indeed  thereof  hauc  made  diiiifion. 

If  it  had  bin  as  it  did  feeme  in  (how.* 

But  when  he  faw  his  fword  made  no  incifion> 

He  guclTed  that  it  was  (by  that  blows  giuing) 

A paiTed  Ipirit,  not  a bodie  huing. 

9 

Then  heard  he  how  thus  wofully  it  fayd. 

Oh  you,  that  to  thefe  lower  parts  defeend, 

Bring  vs  no  hurt, though  you  can  bring  no  ayd. 
And  be  not  foe  to  thole  whom  none  can  fr end. 
The  Dukeamafd,  both  hands  and  footfteps  ftayd. 
And  fayd  vnto  the  ghollj  fo  God  thee  fend 
SpecdieredrelTcjof  this  thy  painfullfmart. 

As  thou  wilt  deinc  to  tell  me  who  tliou  art. 

10 

And  if  to  worke  your  good  lay  in  my  lot. 

Here  or  abouc,  I Ihould  be  glad  to  do  it. 

Ah  (faid  theghoft)  my  plague  with  filch  a knot 
Is  tide,  as  mortal!  ftrength  can  not  vndo  it. 

Yet  your  requeft  denie  you  will  I not, 

Becaufc  you  haue  fo  great  a mynd  vnto  itj 
I will  declare  to  you,  my  ftocke  and  name. 

And  ckethecaufe  why  to  this  place  1 came. 

11 

My  name  is  borne  ofprincely  birth, 

Bredin  allpompe,  andfolaces  dclightfull. 
Though  now,  in  place  excluded  from  aU  mirth, 

I lye  condemndby  Gods  high  doome  & rightfiiU, 
Becaufe  whilel  didliue  aboueon  earth, 

Vnto  my  loue  1 (hewd  my  felfc  fo  (pitefull  .* 

And  manie  more  be  here  for  hke  offences. 

As  he  that  all  doth  rule,  their  plague  diipences. 

12 

Here  lyes  that  fairc,  but  cniell  Mnaxaritecy 
Whofe  corps  a ftone,  diuinc  reuenge  did  make; 
Herghoftin  fmoke  that  no  light  ay  (hall  clarific. 
Doth  moft  fcucrcjbut  moft  iuft  penance  take, 
Becaufc  (he  could,  without  all  fence  of charitie. 
Behold  her  loucr  hanging  for  her  fake: 

Here  Daphwe  lies , that  now  repents  her  fhunning 
OlThebttf^vihom  fhefcapt  with  ouerrunning. 

To  tedious  it  would  be  for  me  to  tell. 

The  feu’rall names  of  eu’rie  female Ipirir, 

That  for  reward  of  their  hard  hearts,  in  hell 
Appointed  are  luch  portions  to  inherit: 

Yet  farre  more  are  the  men  that  there  do  dwell 
For  like  ofFcnce,who  for  their  cuill  merit,  (them. 
Arc  placed  much  more  low, though  fomwhat  nigh 
Where  fiime  doth  fmothcr  the,and  flame  doth  fry 

14  (them. 

And  reafon  good,  for  fith  ourfexeis  wcake. 

The  greater  finne  it  is  vs  to  deceaue. 

As  \\ThtfeHs  andlafon  well  can  fpeake. 

And  he  that*  Latih  didofrule  bereaue. 

With  hinijOn  whom  faire  Mhfilon  did  wreake 
The  wrongjthat  rauilht  Thamar  did  rcccaue, 

Witli  diuerfe,  that  of  tone  and  tother  gender. 
Left  or  refufd  their  loues,  for  caufes  (lender. 


1.5 

But  that  I may  particularly  tuch 

The  caufc,that  brought  me  to  this  endlcflc  pauii?, 
My  bcalitie  while  lim'd,  and  pride  wasfuch. 

As  none  or  few  did  to  the  like  attaincj 
And  both  of  them  in  me  exceld  fo  much. 

As  none  couldiud  gc  which  greater  was  of  twaine; 
But  this  1 know  foil  well,  my  proud  mynd  g^cw. 
Of  the  conceipt  of  my  well  plcafing  hew. 

16 

It  happend  that  a valiant  knight  of  Thrace, 

111  ftate  and  liuiug,  of  the  better  fort. 

Hearing  fuch  praifc  of  my  praife-wonhie  face. 
Confirmed  oft,  by  more  then  one  report, 
Hepurpofd,  and  performd  it  in  (hortfpacc, 

Vnto  my  fathers  kingdomc  to  reforr; 

Only  that  he  might  file  to  me,and  fertic  me. 
Hoping  by  his  great  value  to  deferue  me. 

17 

In  gallant  fort  when  he  to  Lydia  came. 

And  faw  with  cye,what  he  had  heard  with  care: 

He  calleth  fcant  report,  and  niggard  fame. 

That  did  to  him  fo  barren  tidings  bcare: 

And  rauifht  with  my  lookcjhe  ftraigh  t dothframc 
Him  felfc  to  waite  ii^coiirt,  and  tarrie  thcarc. 
Shewing  (irch  worth,  and  vfing  fuch  behauour. 

As  lullly.  did  deferue  my  fathers  ftuour. 

18 

Infinite  was  his  fcruicc  and  defart. 

If  to  a gratefiill  Prince  it  had  bin  donne. 

So  pcrfeftly  he  had  of  warre  the  art. 

That  formy  fircjby  hiscondufthe  wonne 
All  Caria,  and  of  Cilicia  part: 

After  which  great  exploits,  he  then  begonne. 

For  rccompencc  of  thefe  his  merits  rife. 

To  pray  my  father  I might  be  his  wife. 

My  father  him  rcpulft  with  anfwerfowrc, 

Bccaufe  to  match  me  higher  was  his  will. 

Not  to  a priuat  knight,  whole  chiefeft  dowre 
Was  verme,  of  whofe  worth  he  could  not  skill: 

His  greedy  thoughts  did  nought  but  gain  deuowre 
And  couctifc,thc  branch  and  roote  of  ill. 

Made  him  no  more  regard  his  vertaous  futc, 
Then  doth  an  aCTe  the  found  of  (weeteft  lute. 

20 

utIceJit(fo  was  nam’d  the  worthie  knight) 

Tooke  this  fo  foulcrepulfc  in  great  difdainc, 
Comming  from  one,  from  who  he  ought  of  right, 
Exped  great  recompence  for  his  great  painc: 
Wherfore  he  parted  thence  in  great  dclpight. 
Vowing  reuenge,  nor  was  his  vow  in  vainc. 

Vnto  th’ Armenian  king  he  thence  doth  go. 

My  fathers  emulous  and  auncient  foe. 

ti 

Him,readie  to  accept  each  light  occafion. 

He  foonc pcrfwadcs,  without  all  intermiflion. 

To  make  vpon  my  father  fierce  inuafion. 

And  make  him  chiefc  Liu’tcnant  by  commiffiouj 
And  hauing  wonne  him  therto  by  perfwafion. 
Thus  they  agree  of  Ipoilcs  to  make  partition. 
Namely,  that  all  the  townes  he  wonne  Ihould  be 
The  kings,  and  for  him  felfe  he  askt  but  me. 


leo\t  hi  tht 
Marall  of  the 
ingratitude  of , 
IdfmM. 


Simihk 
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This  Icgue  thus  madcjwhat  woes  my  fire  he  wrought 
I know  not  how  in  fpcaches  to  expreffe, 

Fourc  royall  armies  quickly  came  to  nought. 

Dead  or  difpcrftjin  halfc  a yearc  and  Icflcj 
In  fine  Mctjpe  by  his  vaJlew  brought. 

My  father  and  his  frends  to  fuch  diftrefle, 

Tficy  tooke  the  to  a fort  with  fuch  fmall  treafijre. 
And  in  foScarbrow  warning  they  had  leafure. 

Here  when  a while  he  vs  befleged  had. 

To  fuch  difpay  re  he  then  my  father  draue. 

To  yceld  me  vp  he  would  haue  bin  full  glad. 

To  be  his  wife, yea  eu’n  to  be  his  flauej 
Norwould  my  fire  haue  thought  the  bargain  bad. 

If  halfe  the  Realme  with  me  for  dowi  e he  gaue. 

So  fore  he  feard,earlonghe  fhouldleefe  aU, 

And  dye  in  wofuil  bands  a captiuc  thralL 

24 

Wherefore  in  feafon  to  preuent  the  worfl:> 

Me, that  had  been  the  caufe  of  all  this  ill, 
Hemindes  to  offer  to  ^f«y?cfurft. 

To  win  thereby  his  fauour  and  good  will* 

I went(for  why  none  other  do  I durft) 

Mindmg  herein  my  fires  mindc  to  fulfill. 

And  offer  mine  own  felfe  at  his  deuotion, 

With  halfe  the  Realme, if  he  accept  the  motion. 

hcaringl  camehim  tolooke, 

Againff  me  forth  he  comcs,all  pale  and  trebling. 
Not  like  a conquerour  was  then  his  lookc> 

But  rather  a captiued  man  refembling; 

W hich  when  I found,my  firft  plot  I forfooke. 

For  well  I faw  that  this  was  no  diffembling. 

With  lowring  lookc,I  held  my  peace  awUe, 

Then  fit  for  his  eftate  1 framd  my  ftile. 

t6 

I waxed  bold, the  more  I faw  him  faint. 

And  firft  I curfed  his  vnluckicloue, 

And  of  his  crueltie  I made  complaint. 

Which  harmd  my  freds,andchiefe  that  he  would 
Againft  my  will  to  haue  me  by  conftraintj(pioue. 
Further  1 did  moft  fharplie  him  reproue. 

That  he  fo  parted  with  the  firft  denial]. 

And  ncuer  fought  to  make  new  frendly  trial!. 

17 

I told  him  that  his  manners  were  to  fierce. 

That  though  my  fatherhis  iuftfuit  denyed, 
Becaufeperhappshis  nature  is peruerfe. 

And  would  not  at  the  firft  attempt  be  plyed. 

He  fhould  not  though,all  his  good  deeds  reuerfc. 
But  rather  ought  with  conftancie  haue  tryed. 

By  patient  fuffringjand  by  faithful!  feruing. 

To  come  vnto  reward  of  wel!  deferuing. 

28 

And  if  my  father  would  not  haue  been  wonne, 

I would([  faid)his  fauour  haue  procured, 

And  would  haue  prayd  him,to  makchim  his  fonne 
Iflhadfoundhislouetomehad  dured; 

Or  clfe  in  fecret  I would  that  haue  donne. 

By  which  of  me  h e fhould  haue  been  affured; 

But  fith  he  needs  would  trie  an  other  meane, 

I told  him  plame,my  loue  was  altcrd  cleane. 


19 


And  chough  I now  came  in  this  humble  lore. 

To  yceld  my  body, as  the  price  of  peace, 

Bccaufe  myfathtr,whomhcheldfbfhort. 
Entreated  me  tofew  for  his  rclealc; 

Yet  did  I VO w to  m ar  his  hoped  Iporr, 

And  if  to  offer  force  he  would  nocceafe, 

I vowd  that  I,  tarlong  my  felfe  would  kill. 

Rather  then  gr-auiiC  fuch  ioyes  againft  my  will. 

JO 

Thcfe,  and  fuch  words  as  thefc  to  himi  fpakc,  , 
Finding  my  powr-e  was  oner  him  fo  great, 
WhercwitliTdid  him  as  repentaunc  make. 

As  ear  was  fairitjin  Hermits  defert  feat: 

He  fell  down  at  my  feet, and  prayd  me  take 
His  naked  dagger,and  did  me  intreat, 

Toftabbhim  with  the  fame  into  his  heart. 

To  take  iuft  vcngcauncc  ofhis  lewd  dcfeaic. 

31 

Kow  when  I faw  him  at  this  palTe,  I thought  j 
To  follow  this  great  conqueft  to  his  end* 

And  ftraight  alitle  hope  to  him  I brought 
Offauour,ifhiserrour  he  would  mend,  j- 

And  if  my  fathers  freedom  might  be  wrought, 

And  ftate  reftord,and  he  continew  frend, 

And  nor  attempt  hereafter  to  conftraine  me. 

But  with  his  fcruiceable  loue  to  gayn  me.  1 

31 

He  promifed  hereof  he  would  notraifle. 

And  backe  vnto  my  fire,me  fafe  did  fend. 

Nor  once  prefumed  he  my  mouth  tokifle, 

Thinke  you, how  he  vnto  my  yoke  did  ben^ 

I thinke  that  loue  playd  well  his  parr  in  this. 

And  needed  not  for  him, more  atrowes  fpendj 
Hence  ftraight  smtothArmenian  king  he  went, 
Whofc  all  the  wiruiiiigs  fhould  bejby  conlcnt. 

And  in  the  myldcft  manner  that  he  could,  - 
Hepraycthhimtograunthisgood  alTcnc, 

That  my  poore  lire,might  Ly^a  quiet  hold. 

And  he  would  with  Armenialih  content. 

The  king  .^/ff^eftiarply  theii  controld,  j 
And  in  plaine  termes,he  told  him  that  he  m,cnc, 
Neuer  to  ccafe  that  warre  at  anyhand, 
while  that  my  father  had  a foot  of  land,. 

34 

What  if(faid  hc)Mceftes  wau’ring  brayne, 

Is  tutnd  with  womans  words?his  damage  be  ic 
Shall  I therefore  loofe  all  a whole  yearesi  gaya 
A t his  requeft?!  neuer  will  agree  h : ■ : 

Agayne  Jf/c»/?epraycshim,  andagayn 
But  all  in  vainc,hc  fees  it  will  not  be  yet; 

And  laft  he  waxed  angrie,anddidfweare. 

That  he  fhould  do  it,or  for  loue  or  fcarc. 

3T 

Thus  wrath  engendred  many  a bitter  word. 

And  bitter  words,did  breed  more  bloiidy  blovves, 
Mct(ie  ia  that  furic  drew  his  fword> 

Straight  the  kings  guard  on  each  fide  him  inclofc, 
But  he  among  thcni.fo  him  felfe  befturd. 

He  flew  theking,andby  the  help©  of  thofc 
OfThracc,andof  Cilicia  in hispay, 

Tb‘ Armenians  aj),  hepirc  to  flight  that  day. 

Pb 
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And  then  his  happic  vidtorie  purfuing, 

Firft  he  my  fathers  frends  did  ail  enlarge  j 
And  next  the  Rcalme,w-in  one  month  enfubg. 
He  gat  againcjwithout  my  fathers  charge  j 
And  for  the  better  Ihunning  and  efehumg. 

Of  all  vnkindneflcjwith  amends  moft  large, 
Forrecdmpence  ofallharmes  he  had  donne. 

He  gaue  him  all  the  fpoilcs  that  he  had  wonne. 

37 

Yea  fully  to  content  him  to  his  asking. 

In  all  the  countries  that  did  neare  confine. 

He  rairdiuch  fiimmes  of  coyne,by  cutfed  tasking. 
As  made  them  grieue,  and  greatly  to  repine. 

The  while  my  hate,  in  loues  fayre  vizer  masking. 
In  outward  fhow,Ifeemd  to  him  enclincj 
Yet  fccrctlie  Iftudied  to  annoy  him. 

And  many  wayes  deuifed  to  deftroy  Irim, 

38 

In  deed  of  triumph, by  a priuie  traync, 

A t his  recume  to  kill  him  we  intended. 

But  from  fuch  fad/eare  forft  vs  to  refraync, 
Becaufe  we  found  he  was  fb  ftrongly  frended  j 
1 feemed  of  his  comming  glad  and  faync. 

And  promift  when  our  troubles  all  were  ended. 
That  I his  faithfull  yokefellow  would  be, 

In  wo  or  weale,to  take  fuch  part  as  he. 

' .39 

Wherefore  I praydhim  firft  that  for  my  fake. 

He  would  fubdue  fome  of  our  priuat  foes , 

And  he  each  hard  exploit  doth  vndertake. 

And  now  alone,and  then  with  few  he  goes, 
Andfafe  retumcs,yet  oft  1 did  him  make. 

To  fight  with  cnieU  Giants,  and  with  thofc 
That  pall  his  ftrcgth,oft  withfom  moftrous  bcaft. 
Or  Dragon fell,jhat  did  our  Kealme  moleft. 
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Ncuer  vtisHmleshy  his  crucll  Aunt, 

Nor  by  the  hard  Btriftew,{6  fore  wrought, 

Hircutts  biart  In  Lerha,Thrafe,iaNcmea  Cremaunt, 
Numid,Etolia,Tebnis  where  he  fought, 

Eurifiem  bis  Not  Spaine,nor  no  where  elfe,as  I might  vaunt, 
ipUftbratbw.  With  mild  perfwafi6,but  with  murdring  thought, 
I made  my  louer  ftiU  to  put  in  vre, 

Hopinghereby  his  mine  to  procure. 

41 

But  as  thePalme,the  more  die  topis  prefl:,^ 

The  thicker  do  the  vnder  braunches  grow, 

Eu’n  Ibthemorehis  vertuewas  oppreft. 

By  hard  attempts, the  brighter  it  did  Ihow; 

Which  when  I found, forthwith  I thought  it  bell. 
An  other  way  to  worke  his  ouerthrow, 

A way,by  which  indeed  I wrought  the  fea^ 
Whichyet  I fliame  and  Ibrrow  to  repeat. 
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Againft  all  fuch  as  bare  him  bell  afFeftion, 

I fecretly  did  Hill  his  minde  incenfe, 

And  euer  one  and  one,by  my  direftion, 

I made  him  wrong,  till  all  were  driu’n  fro  thence: 
So  was  his  heart  and  foule  in  myfubiedion. 

So  had  my  bewtie  blinded  all  his  fence. 

Had  I but  winkt,  or  vp  my  finger  hild. 

He  had  not  car’d  whom  he  had  hurt  or  kild. 
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Now  when  I thus  had  foyld  my  fathers  foes. 

And  by  Mceftty  had  Mcefii  wonne. 

And  made  him  for  my  fake/orfake  all  thole, 

Thatfbr  his  rake,no  high  attempt  would  (hunnQ 
Then  I began  my  felfe  plainc  todifclolc, 

And  let  him  know  what  wife  threed  he  had  fponne 
With  bitter  Ipitefull  words,I  all  to  rated  him. 

And  told  him  plain,  that  in  my  heart  I hated  him: 

And  that  I wilhthis  life  and  dayes  were  ended. 

And  would  hauekilld  him,if  I could  for  lhame, 
Sauethenllhouldofall  men  be  condemned, 

Becaufe  his  high  defects  were  of  fuch  famej 
Yet  him  and  them  I vtterly  contemned, 

Anloathd  to  fee  his  face, or  here  his  name. 

And  fwarelwouldwilh  him  theceforth  no  better. 

Nor  here  hismeflage,nor  rcceauehis  letter. 

4? 

At  this  my  cmell  vlage  and  vngrate. 

He  tookc  fuch  gtiefc  that  in  a while  he  dyed; 

Now  for  this  finnc,he  that  all  finne  doth  hate. 

Condemns  me  here  in  this  Imoke  to  be  ty  ed. 

Where  I in  vayne  repent  my  felfe  to  late. 

That  1 his  fiiite  fo  caufeleflie  denyed. 

For  which,in  fmoke  eternall  I mull  dwell, 

Sith  no  redemption  can  be  hadfiromhell.  TliteniofJJ. 

Here  Lidia  thi s her  wofull  tale  did  end. 

And  faded  thccc;  now  when  her  fpeach  did  ccafe. 

The  Duke  a farther  paffage  did  intend. 

But  the  tormenting  fmoke  did  fo  encrcale. 

That  fayne  he  was  backward  his  fteps  to  bend. 

For  vicall  Iprites  alreadie  did  decreafe; 

Wherefore  the  fmoke  tolhunne,andlife  to  lauc. 

He  clamerd  to  the  top  of  that  fame  caue. 
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And  leall  thofe  woman  faced  monfters  fell. 

Might  after  come  out  of  that  lothlbm  ledge. 

He  diggd  vp  ftones,and  great  trees  down  didfell, 
(Hisfwordfuffifing  both  for  axe  and  fledge) 

He  hewd  and  brake,and  iabourd  it  lb  well. 

That  gainll  the  caue, he  made  a thick ftrog hedge 
So  ftop't  with  ftones,and  many  a ragged  raiifter. 

As  kept  th’Harpias  in,a  great  while  after. 

4^ 

But  now  the  Duke, both  with  his  prelent  toyle. 

That  did  with  dirt  and  dull,  him  all  to  dalb. 

And  with  the  fmoke  that  earll  did  him  fo  foyle. 

As  blacke  as  loot, was  driu’n  to  feeke  fome  plalh. 

Where  he  him  felfe  might  of  his  cloths  difpoilc. 

And  both  his  rayment, and  his  armour  walh. 

For  why  thcrmoke,withouc  and  eak  within, 

T ainted  his  clothes,his  armour,and  his  skin.  L»*Kt  »'• 

^lUxarit. 

Soone  after  he  a chrillall  llreame  elpying. 

From  foote  to  head  he  walht  him  felfe  therein. 

Then  vp  he  gets  him  on  his  courfer  flying, 

And  of  the  ayrehe  more  and  more  doth  win, 

Affefting  heau’n,  all  earthly  thoughts  defying; 

As  fifties  cut  the  liquid  llreame  with  fin,  5oii»lf. 

So  cutteth  he  the  ayre sand  doth  not  flop. 

Till  he  was  come  vnto  that  mountaincs  top. 

This 
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This  hillnye  toiicht  the  circle  of  the  moone. 

The  toji  was  all  a fruitful!  pleafant  fceld. 

And  light  at  nightjas  ours  is  here  at  noone. 

The  fweeteft  place  that  cucr  man  bcheeld, 

(There  would  1 dwell  if  God  gaue  me  my  boone) 
Thefoyle  thcicofmoft  fragrant  flouresdid  yeeld. 
Like  rubies, gold/aphirs, peris, copas,ftones, 
CrifolitSjdiamondsjiacints  for  the  nones, 
yt 

The  trees  that  there  did  grow  were  cucr  green. 

The  fhiits  that  thereon  grcw,werc  neucr  fading, 
The  fundry  cullerd  birds, did  fit  between, 

(Singing  moftfvveet)  the  fruitfiillbowghs  the  (ha- 
Riuers  more  clearc  the  chriftall  to  be  feen,  (ding. 
The  fragrant  rmcll,thc  fence  and  foulc  inuading, 
With  ayrefo  cempcrat,and  fo  delightfome. 

As  all  the  place  bcfidc,was  cleare  and  lighefome., 
yi 

Amid  the  plaine,  a pallacc  pafltngfayrc 
There  ftoodjaboue  conceit  of  mortallmen. 

Built  of  great  height  into  the  cleared  ay  re. 

And  was  in  circuit  ewentie  mile  and  ten; 

To  this  fay  re  place  the  Duke  did  draight  repayre, 
And  vewing  all  that  goodly  countrie  then. 

He  thought  this  world, copared  with  thatpallacc, 
A dunghill  vile, or  prifon  voyde  offoUacc. 
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But  when  as  nearer  to  the  place  he  came. 

He  was  amazed  at  the  wondrous  fight. 

The  wall  was  all  one  precious  done, the  fame. 

And  then  the  c3rbuncle,more  fanguin  bright: 

O workman  rare,0  mod  dupendious  firamej 
What  of  this  had  ouerfight? 

Peace  ye  that  wont  to  prayfe  the  wonders  feau’n. 
Thole  earthly  kings  madcjthis  the  king  of  hcau’n. 
U 

Now  while  the  Duke  his  eyes  with  wonder  fed, 
Behold  a fayre  old  man  in  th’entrie  dood, 

Whofe  gown  was  white  ,but  yet  his  iacket  red. 
The  tone  as  fnow,the  tother  lookt  as  blood,  - 
His  beard  was  long  and  white, fo  was  his  hed. 

His  count’naunce  was  fo  srauc,his  grace  fo  good, 
A man  thereby  might  at  hrd  fi^t  fulpeft 
He  was  a faint,and  one  of  Gods  cleft. 
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HccommingtotlieDuke  with  chearefuU  face. 

Who  now  allighted  was  for  rcuVcnce  fake, 
Baron(faid  hc)that  by  Gods  fpeciall  grace. 
Permitted  wad  this  voiage  draurtge  to  make. 

And  to  arriuc  at  this  mod  blefled  place. 

Not  knowing  why  thou  didd  this  iourney  takej 
Yet  kno  w that  not  without  the  will  ccIediaU, 
Thou  commed  here  to  Paradife  terredriall, 

y^ 

The  caiife  you  come  a iourney  of  fuch  length 
Is  here  of  me  tolcarne  what  mud  be  donne, 

That  Chttrles  and  holy  Chiirch,may  now  at  length. 
Be  freed  that  erd  were  well  nye  ouerrunne: 
Wherefore  impute  it  not  to  thine  own  drength, 
Nor  to  thy  courage,  nor  thy  wit  (my  fonne) 

For  neither  could  thy  home, nor  winged  deed. 
Without  Gods  helpcjdand  thee  in  any  deci 


But  at  more  leyfurc  hereof wc  will  rcalon. 

And  more  at  large  I mindc  withyou  tofpeake. 

Now  with  fomc  meat  rcfrcdi  you, as  is  rcafon. 

Led  fading  long, may  make  your  domakc  wcakej 
Our  fruits(faid  he)be  ncucr  out  offcafon: 

The  Duke  reioy  ced  much, and  maruclld  cake. 
Chiefly  when  by  hisfpecchcs,and  his  cote. 

He  knew  twashc,that  the  fourth  Gofpell  wrote. 
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That  holy  lolm  whom  Chrid  did  hold  fo  dcarc. 

That  the  red  thought, he  death  fliouldncuerfee. 
Though  in  the  Gofiicll  it  appears  not  clearc, 

But  thus  hefaid.-What  ifitplcafcth  me, 

O T*«ier,that  thy  fellow  tarichcare, 

Vntill  my  comming,what  is  that  to  thee? 

So  though ourSauiour,notdireftlicfpake  itfb, 
Yctfure  ic  was,that  cu’iy  one  did  take  itfo. 
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'Here  he  alTu  med  was  in  happie  howrc, 

Whereas  before  Enoch  thePatriarkwas, 

And  where  the  Prophet  bides  of  mightic  powrc. 
That  m the  firie  coach  did  thither  pafle: 
jhefe  three,in  that  fo  happie facred  bowre. 

In  high  fehcitic  their  days  did  pafle. 

Where  in  fuch  lbrt,to  day  tlicy  are  allowd. 

Till  Chrid  returnc  vpon  the  burning  clowd. 

^o 

Thcfe  faints  him  welcome  to  tliat  facred  feat. 

And  to  a datclic  lodginghim  they  brought; 

And  for  his  horfe  likewife  ordained  meat. 

And  the  the  Duke  him  felfe,by  them  was  taughr. 
The  daintie  fruits  of  Paradife  to  cat. 

So  delicate  in  tad,  as  furc  he  thought. 

Our  fird  two  parents  were  to  be  cxcufed, 

That  for  fuch  fruir,obcdience  they  refiifccL 
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Now  when  the  Duke  had  nature  fatisfid. 

With  meat  and  drinkc,and  with  his  due  repofe, 
,(For  there  were  lodgings  fayre,  and  all  befide 
That  necdfull  for  mans  vfe,man  can  fuppofc) 
Hcgectsvp  carlic  in  the  morning  tyde. 

What  time  with  vs  alow,  the  funne  arofc. 

But  cat  that  hc,out  of  his  lodging  moued. 

Came  that  Difciplc  whom  our  Sauiour  loued. 

6z 

Andby  thchand,the  Duke  abroad  he  led. 

And  faidforne  things  to  him,I  may  not  name. 

But  in  the  end(I  thinkc)my  fonne  he  fed. 
Although  that  you  from  France  fo  lardy  came. 
You  litlc  knowjhow  thofe  in  France  hauc  fped. 
There  your  Orlando, \s  quite  out  of  frame, 

For  God  his  fin  mod  diarply  now  rewardeth. 
Who  mod  doth  punifli,  whom  he  mod  rcgardetli. 

Know  that  the  champion  your  Orlando,\’f\iom 

God  fo  great  drcngth,and  fo  great  courage  gaue. 
And  fo  rare  grace,  that  from  his  mothers  wome. 
By  force  ofdcclcjhisskin  no  hurt  might  hauc. 

To  th’end  that  he,fighting  for  his  own  home, 
Thofe  that  do  hold  the  Chridian  faitli  may  faue; 
As  Sampfon  card  enabled  was  to  dand, 

Againd  Pbiliftins,for  the  Hebrew  land. 
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This  your  Or/Wo  jhath  been  fo  vngrace. 

For  lb  great  grace  receau’djVnto  his  maker. 
That  when  his  countric  was  inweakeft  ftatc. 
And  needed fuccour  moft,he  didforfakehcr 
For  loue,(0  wofull  loue  that  breeds  Gods  hate) 
FoUowmg  a Pagan  wench  to  ouertakc  her. 

And  to  fuch  (in  this  loue  did  him  entifci 
He  would  hauc  kild  his  kinlman  once  or  twife. 

For  this  fame  caufc  doth  mightic  God  permit 
Him  torunne  mad,  with  bellie  bare,  and  breft. 
And  fo  to  daze  his  reafon  and  his  wit. 

He  knowes  not  othcrs,and  him  felfe  knowsicaft: 
So  in  times  paA  our  Lord  did  deeme  it  fir. 

To  turnc  the  king  of  Babcll  to  a beaft. 

In  which  eftate  he  feau’n  wholcyeares  did  pafic, 
And  like  an  oxc,did feed  on  hay  and  grafie. 
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But  for  the  Palladins  offence  is  not 

So  great,as  was  the  king  of  Babels  crime. 

The  mightie  Lord  of  mercic  doth  allot, 

Vnto  his  piinilhment  a (hotter  tmicj 
Onlic  xij.wecks he  (hall  remain  afot. 

And  for  this  caufc  you  fufferd  were  to  clime, 

Vp  to  this  place,  hat  here  you  may  be  taught, 
How  to  bis  Witts  Orlando  may  be  brought. 
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Here  you  (hall  learnc  to  worke  the  feat  I warrant. 
But  yet  before  you  can  be  (ullie  (jicd, 

Of  thisyour  great,but  not  forethought  on  arrant, 
You  mull  with  me  a more  ftraunge  way  be  led, 

Vp  to  the  Planet, that  of  all  (larrs  errant 
Is  neareft  vSjwhen  (he  corns  ouer  hed, 

Then  I will  bringyou  where  the  medcinclyes. 
That  you  muft  haue  to  make  Orlando  wife. 

Thus  all  that  day, they  fpenc  in  diuers  talkc. 

With  foUace  grear,as  neuer  wanteth  there. 

But  when  the  funne  began  this  earth  to  balke, 
Andpa/fe  into  the  tother  hemifpheare, 

Then  they  prepaid  to  fetch  a further  wa!kc. 

And  ftrait  the  firie  charret  that  did  bearc 
£/y<«,when  he  vp  to  heau’n  was  caryd, 

Was  rcadie  in  a trifcjind  for  them  taryd. 

Foure  horfes  fierce  as  red  as  flamming  fire, 
Th’Apoftlc  doth  into  the  charret  fet. 

Which  when  he  framed  had  to  his  defirc, 

^ftolfo  in  the  Carre  by  him  he  fet; 

Then  vp  they  went  and  (till  alcending  hyer, 
Aboiic  the  firie  region  they  did  get, 

Whofe  nature  fo  th’ Apoftle  then  did  turnc, 

That  though  they  went  through  fire, they  did  not 
70  (bumc. 

I fay  although  the  fire  were  wondrous  hot. 

Yet  in  their  palTage  they  no  heat  did  feele. 

So  that  it  bumd  them,nor  offends  them  not; 
Thcce  to  the  moon e he  gu ids  the  tuning  whccle. 
The  moone  was  like  a glafl  e all  voyd  of  (pot. 

Or  like  apeece  of  piirelie  biirnifht  ftcele. 

And  lookt,  al  thou  gh  to  vs  it  feemes  fo  fmall. 

Well  nyc  as  bigg  as  carch,and  fca  and  all. 


71 

Here  had  Jl^olfo  caufc  of  double  wonder, 

Oncjthat  that  region  feemeth  there  lo  wyde. 

That  vnto  vs  that  arc  fo  far  a funder. 

Seems  but  a Ltlc  circle, and  befidc. 

That  to  behold  the  ground  that  him  lay  vnder, 

A man  had  need  to  hauc  been  (harply  eyd. 

And  bend  his  brows, and  marke  all  that  he  might. 

It  feemd  fb  fmall, now  chiefly  wanting  light. 
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Twere  infinit  to  tell  what  wondrous  things  This  fl6lMnm 

He  faw,that  paffed  ours  not  few  degrees,  ** 

what  towns, what  hills,  what  riuers  & what  Iprings 
Whatdales,what  Pallaces,what  goodly  trees; 

But  to  be  (hortjatlall  his  guide  him  brings, 

Vnto  a goodlie  vallie, where  he  fees, 

A mightic  malTc  of  things  flraungely  conflifed. 

Things  that  on  earth  were  loll,or  wci  cabufed. 
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A (lore  houfe  ftraunge,thatwhat  on  earth  is  loft, 

By  faultjby  time, by  fortune, there  is  found. 

And  like  a marchaundife  is  there  engroft. 

In  ftraungcr  fort  then  1 can  well  expound: 

Nor  (j)cake  I foie  of  wealth,  orthings  of  coif. 

In  which  Wind  fortunes  powre  doth  mod  abound. 

But  eu’nof  things  quite  out  of  fortunes  powre. 

Which  wilfiillic  we  waft  each  day  and  hourc. 
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The  precious  ti  me  that  fools  mifpend  in  play. 

The  vaine  attempts  that  neuer  take  eftefti 
The  vows  that  finners  make, and  neuer  pay. 

The  counfells  wife  that  carelefTe  menneglcft. 

The  fond  defires  that  lead  vs  oft  aflray, 

Theprayfes  that  with  pride  the  heart  infcft. 

And  all  weloofe  with  foUic  and  mifpend  mg. 

May  there  be  found  vnto  this  place  afeendmg. 
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Now,as  ^flolfo  by  thofe  regions  pad, 

He  asked  many  queftions  of  his  guide, 

.And  as  he  on  tone  fide  his  eye  did  caft, 

A wondrous  hill  of  bladders  he  cfpyde; 

And  he  was  told  they  had  been  in  time  paft. 

The  pompous  crowns  and  feepters,  full  ofpridc, 
Of  Monarks  of  Afifiria , and  of  Greece, 

Of  which  nowfcantlic  there  is  left  a pcecc. 
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He  faw  great  (tore  of  baited  hookes  with  gold. 

And  thofe  were  gifts  that  foolifh  men  prepard. 
To  giue  to  Princes  coiictous  and  old. 

With  fondeft  hope  of  future  vaine  reward: 

Then  were  there  ropes  all  in  fweet  garlands  rold, 
And  thofe  were  allfalfe  flatteries  he  hard. 

Then  hard  he  crickets  fongs  like  to  the  verfes. 
The  feruant  in  his  mailers  prayfc  reherfes. 
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There  didhe  fee  fondloues,that  menpurfew. 
Looking  like  golden  giues  with  Hones  all  fet. 
Then  things  like  Eagles  talents  he  did  vew, 
Thofe  offices  that  fauorites  do  get: 

Then  faw  he  bellows  large  that  much  winde  blew. 
Large  promifes  that  Lords  make,  and  forget, 
Vnto  their  Ganimeds  in  flowre  ofyouth. 

But  after  nought  but  beggcric  infewih. 
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He  faw  great  Cities  feated  in  fayre  places, 

That  oitcrthrown  quite  topfie  tuiuie  flood. 

He  askt  andlcarnd,thc  caufc  of  their  defaces 
Was  trcafbn,th3t  doth  neucr  tunic  to  good: 

He  faw  fowlefcrpcntSjWith  fayre  womens  faces. 
Of  coyners  and  of  thicues  the  curfed  brood. 

He  faw  fine  gl3fres,all  in  pccccs  broken, 
Offeniicc  loft  in  court,  a wofull  token. 
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Of  mingled  broth  he  faw  a mightie  mafle, 

Thar  to  no  vfe,all  fpilt  on  ground  did  lye. 

He  askt  his  teacher,and  he  heard  it  was. 

The  fruitlcffc  almcs  that  men  gene  whe  they  dye: 
Then  by  a fayre  green  mountain  he  did  pafl’e. 
That  once  fmek  fweet,but  now  it  ftinks  perdyc. 
This  wjs  that  gift(be’tfaid  without  offence) 

T hat  Conftantin  gauc  Situejler  long  fincc. 

80 

Of  birdlymd  rodds,hc  faw  no  litle  ftorc. 

And  thcfe(0  Ladies  fayrc)yourbcwtics  be, 

I do  omit  ten  thoufand  thmgs  and  more 
Like  vnto  thefc,that  there  the  Duke  did  fee 
For  all  thathere  is  loft, there  cuermorc 
Is  kcpr,and  thither  in  a trife  doth  flee, 

Onlic  nor  more  nor  leffe  there  was  no  folly. 

For  ftill  that  here  with  vs  remaineth  wholly. 

81 

He  faw  fomc  of  his  own  loft  time  and  deeds. 

But  yet  he  knew  them  nor  to  be  his  own. 

They  feemd  to  him  difguifd  in  foftraungc  weeds. 
Till  his  inftrudlcr  made  them  better  known: 
Laftlie,the  dung  which  no  man  thinks  he  needs. 
Yet  each  man  needoth  moft,tohim  was  ftiown. 
Namely  mans  wic,whichherc  we  leefe  fofaft. 

As  that  one  fubftancc,all  the  other  paft. 

8:t 

It  feemd  to  be  a body  moy  ft  and  fofr. 

Apt  toafeend  by  eu’ry  exhalation. 

And  when  it  hither  mounted  was  aloft. 

There  it  was  kept  in  potts  of  fuch  a falhion. 

As  we  call  I arcs, where  oylc  is  kept  in  ofts 

' The  Duke  beheld  with  no  fmall  admiration, 

The  larrs  of  wit,amongft  which  one  had  writ, 
Vpon  the  fide  ihcrzoffirlandos  wit. 

Thisveflellbiggcrw’as  then  allthcreft. 

And  cu’ry  veflel!  had  ingrau’n  with  art, 

His  name, that  earft  the  wit  therein  pefleft: 

There  of  his  own, the  Duke  did  finde  a part, 

And  much  he  mufd,and  much  him  fclfehe  bleft. 
To  fee  fomc  names  of  men  of  great  defart, 

That  thinke  they  haiie  great  ftorc  of  wit,&  boftit, 
And  here  it  plaync  appeard  they  quite  had  loft  it. 

84 

Some  loofc  their  wit  with  lone, fomc  with  ambition. 
Some  running  to  the  fca,great  wealth  to  get. 
Some  following  Lords, and  men  of  high  conditio. 
Some  in  fayre  iewclls  ritch  and  coftliefet. 

One  hath  defire  to  prone  a rare  Magicion, 
Others  with  Poetrie  their  wit  forget. 

An  other  thinks  to  be  an  Alcumift, 

Till  allbcrpent,andhchis  number  mift. 


.cijiolfo  takes  his  own  before  he  goes, 

For  fo  th’Euangclift  did  him  permit; 

He  fee  the  vcffcTs  mouth  but  to  his  nole. 

And  to  his  placc,hefnuftvp  all  his  wit: 

Long  after  wife  he  liu'd  as  T urjtin  (hows, 

Vntill  one  fault  he  after  did  commit, 

Namelic  theloueof one  fayre  Northern laffe. 
Sent  vp  his  wit  vnto  the  place  it  was. 

86 

The  vclTell  where  Orlandos  wk  was  clofed, 

.dflelfo  tooke,and  thence  with  him  did  bearc. 

It  was  far  hcauier  then  he  had  fuppofed. 

So  great  a qiiantitic  of  wit  was  ihcare; 

But  yet  ear  backe, their  iourney  they  dilpofed. 
The  holic Prophet  brought  jlflolfo,'tfci.tssx^ 

A paIlacc(fcldom  feenby  mortall  man) 

VV as  plaft,by  which  a thickc  darkc  tiuer  ran, 

87 

Each  roome  therein  was  full  ofdiuersfleefis 
Of woll,ofiint,of filkcjor  elfe  of cotten. 

An  aged  woman  fpunne  the  diuers  pcccis, 
Whofelooke  andhew,didfhow  her  old  & rotten: 
Not  much  vnlike  vnto  that  labour, this  is. 

By  which  in  Sommer,  new  made  filke  is  gotten. 
Where  fro  the  filke  worme  his  fine  garmet  taking 
They  reaue  him  of  the  clothes,of  his  own  making. 
88 

For  firft  in  one  large  roome  a woman  Ipan 
Infinit  thrccdsjof  diuers  ftufFe  and  hewj 
An  other  doth  with  all  the  (peed  ihe  can. 

With  ocher  ftufle,thc  diftaues  ftill  renew;  • 

The  third  in  feature  like,and  pale  and  wan, 
ScueiTE  the  fayrefrom  foule,ihc  old  from  new; 
Who  be  thele  heic?the  Duke  demands  his  guide, 
Thefe  be  the  fatall  fiftcrsdic  r^^plidc- 
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The  Parcees  that  the  tlireed  oflifc  do  IJiin, 

To  mortall  men,hence  death  and  nature  know 
When  life  muft  cnd,and  when  it  muft  begin; 
Now,fhc  that  doth  diuide  them,  and  beftow 
The  courfe  from  finer,and  the  thicke  from  thin, 
Workes  to  that  end, that  thofe  which  fineft  grow. 
For  ornaments  in  Paradife  muft  dwell. 

The  courfe  arc  cuift  to  be  confum’d  in  hell, 

yo 

Further, the  Duke  did  in  the  place  behold, 

That  whe  the  threeds  were  Ipet  y had  bin  Iponnc, 
Their  names  in  brafle,in  filuer,or  in  gold. 

Were  wrote,andfo  into  great  heaps  were  donne; 
From  which  a man  that  feemed  wondrous  old, 
With  whole  loads  of  thofe  names  away  didrunne. 
And  turn’d  agaync  as  faft,the  way  he  went. 

Nor  neucr  wcric  was,nor  cucr  Ipent. 
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This  aged  man  did  hold  his  pafe  fo  fwift. 

As  though  torunne,he  onlic  had  bin  borne, 

Or  haditgeu’n  him  as  a Ijieciall  gift; 

And  in  the  lappet  of  his  cloke  were  borne. 

The  names  of  me , with  which  he  made  fuch  fliift; 
But  now  a while  I craue  to  be  forborne. 

For  in  the  bookc  enfewing  (hall  be  ftiowcd. 

How  this  old  fire  bis  cariage  ill  bellowed. 

Bb  iij 


This  is  written 
tu  the  fourth 
Lool{eofthe  fiut 
Cantos  addea  ta^ 
./Iflolfii.vih'ch 
nienji  ihiol^e 
were  none  ofbit 
doing,  ami  are 
verit  v'nptrfet. 


Moral], 


Hillorie, 


Allegoric, 


Aliulion. 
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/ n ll)ii  sncxiUjJjooli^^ii  to  he  noted  inthe  tale  of  Lydia,  the  funijlmet  of  higratitude,  ^ what  an  odtctti  jin  il^ fao:e  UJn 
the  fight  of God  and  the  worldialfo  here  are  to  he  obferued  marry  kinds  ofingr^titudestasfirfi  of  her  defjrifing  0/  A 1 c ellcb  long 
f eruue^e^ap^roucdgoodrvillj^ fecodly  oftbefathers  ingrate  recopeces^f-jr  hug- eat  deferts  by  feruices  in  the  Watrs^in  which 
iimdfit  is  not  only fiaunderotesfut  dagerotosfor  aTrince  to fiiorv  a niggardly  mind^and  much  a.ore  a contemptUi  w dijpojitio. 
For  though  indeed  no  fubieCl(^  rightly  confidering  his  duetyfught  to  be  moued  by  any  ingratitude  or  miury  ofhufoueraigne  ^ to 
forget  hfs  allegeance,yet feeing  the  nature  of mofl  men,and Jpecially  ofbraue  and  refch-.t  minded  n.ejU fithiell  to  the  pafjicn  of 
reuenge^and  can  hardly  bridle  the  fame  xvhe  they  (hall  find  thefeluesigu  they  thinlf)dfdayned^r  thtir feruies  not  well  legar- 
' ded:T  her  fore  the  Wifefi^eir  fafefi  wrty^andfittejl for  the  Maiefiy  of  a Vrince^ts  to  be  liber  aO.  in  rewarding^or  at  leafltha)de~ 
full  in  accepting  fuch  mem  feruices, and  to  cofider  that  lout  and  boutie,are  fi  ranger  hands  ofaliegeance,then  feare  and  duetie. 

Concerning  the  Hifioiy  of thuboo!'^, I hauequotedfomebri;flybythefide,anifomeis  fo  plaine  it  expounds  it  felfe  ttnlie  I 
meane  to  add  a word  or  two  what  I haue  re  ad, concerning  that  which  u here  deliuered  by  ntyne  an  tlm  r, about  the  ^ffumptio 
ofS.lohnJFirfi,how  far  the  Scripture  toucheth  the  fame  in  the  Cojpell,e:iery  one  kytoweth-and  how  rpon  the jpeeth  of  our  Sa- 
utourQfJ wilUoe  tarytill  I come,what  isthat totheefitwasnoyfedamongthe'Difciples , rlsat that  Difciple  fijould  neiicr fee 
death.^fter  thii,tfi  other  of  good  credit  haue  deliuered,S.loUn  lined  till  he  was  one  hudredyeare  old,and  then  made  himfelfe 
a tombe,andentred thereinto  aliuein prefence  ofmatry,^  on  the  f dain,  a light fi.onne  all  about  the place,and  tockf  the  tombe 
for  the  time  , quite from  their fights : but  the  light  being  gone  , the  coffin  w.isf(rtsnd  empty,  and  tie  body  of  that  faint  was  no 
more feenvpon  the  card),  tyhereuponit  was  certainly  tlmghtthat  hewas'taken  op  into  heauen  or  Taradife,  a,s  Enoch 
Eiias  were.T hough  this  S.Iolin  he  not  recorded  in  the  f :ripture(nor  no  more  is  the  afptmptio  of  the  blejfed  O’irginjgg-  cofqutt~ 
ly, no  md  is  bound  to  helceue  it, as  an  article  of  our  Creed:  Tet  for  myne  own  opinion  1 thinkf  it  m<^  be  yeiy  true,  and  I would 
in  fuch  cafes  , beleeite  a great  deale  more  then  I need,  rather  then  any  tiring  lejfethenj  ought-^for  tire  toneQfit  be  afinnefts 
furelie  pardonable, but  the  other  doubtles  is  oery  darnnable.But  I will  briefly  note  the  ^llegpnethat  is  ment  hereby- 

Firf, whereas  Aftolfo  wafheth  himfelfe  in  a Chrifiall  Well  of  ileare  water,  before  he  can  fly  yp  to  Ta’adife,it  fign'fieth, 
that  after  a md/hall  by  remorfe^and  deuout  confideration,Weigh  and  behold  thefihhines  ofhisfintttjre  mufl  the  wajL  h.mjelfe 
With  thecleare  Jprtngwater  of  prayer  and  repentance-^and  then  and  not  befrrejre  may  mount  to  Varadif:  which  may  here  be 
ynderThod  theeomfotlable  peace  ofconfcience,theonly  true  Taradife  of  this  world, jind  whereas  Aftolfo  comeilr  to  S.  lohn 
(whofe  ttamefighifiethgraceflo  receaue  by  h:slrelpeQc\mdoi>lofiwitts  , forfo  itisfetdowiie  that  tiratvras  tire fecret  caufi 
wiry  hewas  guided  thither , though  rnawaresto  himfelfe-.tlrereby,  it  is  to  beynder flood,  that  no  lypenormeanes  is  left  foratry 
rnd  that  bathloflhiswit,withfollowingthevanities  andpleafures  of thisworld(as  disserscareleffe  Cirri  (has  do  , in  fotpgettiirr 
and  omittingiheir  dueiies  to  God  , which  is  the  very  higirefl  point  of follie')  1 fay  there  isnomeane for  themto  recouer  their 
wit  agaynefiut  only  by  the  helpe  of  this  S.Iohn,(/;4t  is  this  grace  ofGod,whichcan  miraculoujly  reflore  it  agayne, 

Inthe  defeription  of S . \o\ms  apparell  (His  gowne  was  white, but  yet  his  lacket  red,  Thctoncasfnow,  the 
tother  Iddkt  as  blood  the  red  isfignified  charitiejwhich  burneth  with  %eale  arid feru  entneff  of  hue-,  by  the  whit  e is 

ment  yirgirutie  and  pureneffe  of  life. 

„ill  thofe  things  that  he  faynss  to  hauebeenfl^wed  Aftolfo  in  the  circle  of  the  moone,are  but flmilitudes , andlihineffe  of 
fitch  foUies^as  he  that  will  mark:  them  wellffhall  eafely  d^erne. 

T he  old  man  time  mtt  away  fo  fafl  with  the  Trinted  frames  of  men , andflang  them  in  the  darkf  flre/me,figurcth  tyme, 
asinchenexthool^mytreauthouryerteartificiallie  explaneth  it : affirmingintheperfon  o/Sdohn,  as  if  it  were  (as  our  p,o~ 
uerb  faith'pas  t rue  as  the  Gojpellfirat  the  onlie  defence  againfl  the  tnallki  oftyme,is  the  pen  of  the  learned:&'  that fame  outla- 
flesh,  and  out flyeth  all  firings:  as  the  Well  learned  Gettilerhan,  and  my  yerygoidfrend  M.  Henry  Conftable  inhi* 

Sonnet  to  the  now  kingof Scotland. 

Where  others  hooded  with  blind  louc  do  fly 
Low  on  the  ground, with  buzzard  Cupids  wings, 

A heau’nlic  louc  from  lone  of loue  thee  brings, 

And  makes  thy  Mufe  to  mount  aboue  the  sky. 

Young  Mufes  be  not  woont  to  fly  fo  hye. 

Age  taught  by  time,fuch  fober  dittic  fings. 

But  thy  youth  flyes  from  loue  ofyouthfuU  things, 

Andlb  the  wings  of  time  doth  ouerflie. 

Thus  thou  difdainft  all  worldlie  wings  as  flow, 

BccaufcthyMufewith  Angels  wings  doth  leauc 
Time  swings  behind, and  Cupids  wings  below. 

But  take  thou  hecd,leafl:  Fames  wings  thee  dcceauc. 

With  all  thy  fpeed  from  Fame  thou  canft  not  flee, 

But  more  thou  flees, the  more  it  followes  thee. 

For  the  punijlmoit  of  Vidy  as  ingratitude  by  hanging  in  theeternallfmoh^,malpesme  call  to  rr.yrtde  a flery  of  the  Fmpe~ 
tour  Scuerus  asl  remeber,  wfro  hearing  that  a fauorite  of  his  accufiomed  to  promife  many  mfngreat  further  tuncein  their 
fuitsjry  hisfaUour  with  theVrince,  and  hauing  takpn  their  rewardjru  promifeyatufhed  into  the  ayre  lik^  a yapou  r,  and  left 
the  po-,re  fitters  riothing  but  his  rayne  breathed wor  Js:the  iuft  Emperour  caufed  him  to  he fmothered  to  death  with fimoke,  fay  - 
ing  Furao  pereat  qui  fu  mum  vendidit . Let fume  him  choa!pe,that  fdleth  fmokp. 


Here  end  the  Annotations  vpon  the  xxxiiij.bookc, 
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THE  ARGVMENT. 

Samt  John  thepratfe  of  writers  doth  recount: 
Bradamant  doth  with  good  fucceffe  recouer 
T he  prtfnersj:hat  tv  ere  tanebyRodomount: 

7“ his  done,Jke  finds  a challen<ie  to  her  louer, 
i^ind finds  wit  hall  an  horfi  of  good  account  ^ 
TVhich  makes  %ogero  long  tn  doubt  to  houer^ 
'T he  while,  before  his  face  the  fall  he  faw. 

Of  Serpentine,  Grandomo,  andFerraw. 


IHreflc  j who  fhallfor  me 
to  hcau’n  vp  fly, 

To  bring  again  fro  thecc 
my  wandring  wit, 
which  I ftill  loofcjflnce 
from  that  piercing  ey. 
The  dart  came  forth  that 
firft  my  heart  did  hit? 
Nor  of  my  loflc,  at  all  c 6- 
plaine  would  I, 

Might  I butlccepe  that  which  remaineth  yet, 

But tf it  ftill  decreafe, within  (hort  (pace , 

I doubt  I fliall  be  in  OrLndos  cafe. 

z 

Yet  welll  wot  where  to  recouer  mine, 

Though  not  in  Paradice  nor  fpheare. 

Yet  doiibtlcfte  in  a place  no  IcflTe  diiiine, 

Namehe  in  that  fwcetfacc,in  that  fay  re  hearc. 
That  rubie  lippe/m  thofe  two  ftarrlike  cyn. 

There  is  my  wit, I know  it  wanders  therej 
And  with  my  lipps,ifyou  would  geuc  melcatie. 
There  I would  learch,thence  I would  it  rcceaue. 

3 

But  to  returne  vnto  that  Engliflr  Prince, 

Whom(  if  you  do  remembcr)wtth  S.Iohn, 

Nearer  he  blacke  ftreame  I left  alitle  fince. 

The  fatall  lifter  fpinners  looking  on, 
Whofomtime  do  prolong,  and  fomtime  mincc 
Our  threcd  oflife,!  fay  he  law  anon. 

Among  a million  more,  one  palfing fleece. 

Finer  then  that brought  to  Greece. 

4 

So  (honne  the  threed  that  fro  that  fleece  out  came> 
No  gold,nor  Orient  perle  could  lookc  fo  brighr. 


much  defird  to  know  lus  name. 

And  time  of  bitth,tbat  to  that  threcd  had  right: 
Straightways  this  anfwc.  vnto  him  doth  frame. 
He  that  the  darke  Apocalips  did  writ; 

The  number  of  his  birth  (hall  noted  be, 
Whentwentie  lhall  bctan'*%om  M.andD. 

y 

And  as  the  fleece  which  here  (bfayre  doth  Ihow, 

In  fineft  fubftance  pafleih  all  the  reft-, 

So  ft.all  the  perfon  that  the  fame  doth  ow , 

Make  that  fame  age  in  which  he  liucth,bleftj, 

For  all  the  gifts  that  nature  can  bellow. 

Or  with  which  ftiidie  can  a man  inueft. 

Shall  powred  be  on  him  v/irh  f ,Troportion, 
Alfigne-l  from  aboue,to  b:.  hi-,  portion. 

b 

There  ftands(faidhe)nearc  to  htbankesefPoe, 

A village  now  of  fmail  or  none  account, 

Whofe  moonlh  feat  the  ftreame  dothouerflow; 
But  in  that  time  that  I to  you  recount, 

Vnto  a Citie  of  fuch  ftatc  lhall  grow. 

As  all  the  neighbour  towncs  it  fliall  furmount; 
Nor  Ible  in  walks, and  buildings  fayre  & ftately. 
But  in  good  arts  of  old  found  outjor  lately. 

7 

Nor  thinke  you  cuis  preferment  to  proceed. 

By  paraduenture,or  as  twere  by  chaunce. 

But  eu’n  a thing  by  God  him  leife  decreed. 

For  one  mans  lake,  his  natiue  Ibyle  t’aduauncc; 
As  ftill  we  fee  thofethat  good  fiiiits  wiUbrced, 
Do  gralFc  the  ftocke  & pninc  & pike  the  braunch, 
Or  as  the  goldfinith  pollilheth  the  mettell. 

In  which  he  minds  a eemme  of  price  tofettcll. 

Neucr 


fit  pkhth  oett- 
port  herttn  it 
prtyfe  HifoUtt 

borne  thtjetrt. 
1480. 


Ferrara, 


Simile. 

SmUt, 


OF  ORLANDO  FVRIOSO. 


8 

Ncucr  fliall  foulc  that  fliall  to  earth  dcfccnd. 

With  mortal!  garment, be  more  comly  clad, 
Neuerdid  God  a foulc  from  hence  downe  fend, 
That  more  choife  gifts, nor  more  rare  vertues  had 
Then  this;  which  vnto  him  he  doth  intend. 

That  (hall  his  countrie,and  his  frends  make  glad: 
Hippolito  of  Eft  his  name  (liall  be, 

To  whom  the  heau’ns  (itch  fauors  do  decree. 

9 

For  all  thofe  vermes  great  that  wonted  arc. 

To  fee  foorth  diuerfe,  diuerfly  dcuided, 

Shall  ioyned  be  in  this  fame  man  moft  rare, 

Vnto  fuch  place,  by  heau’ns  appointment  guided; 
Smdies  (halbe  maintaind  by  his  great  care, 
Quarcls  (hall  ceafe,  and  broyls  fliall  be  defeided: 
Whofevertues  all,  if  Ito  tell  prolong, 

Orlando  (hould  expeft  his  wit  to  long. 

10 

Thus  much  the  follower  of  lefws  fpakc. 

The  vthAc^Jiolfo  thofe  fame  webs  doth  vcw, 

From  whence  out  hues,  end  and  beginning  take: 
One  fpunncjone  cut, the  third  doth  ftuffe  renew. 
Then  came  they  to  the  foule  and  lothfomc  lake, 
Darke,  deepe,  and  mirie,  of  a deadly  hew. 

Where  was  the  aged  man,  that  neuer  ftinted. 

To  Carrie  bundels  of  the  names  imp:  inted. 

11 

This  was  the  man  whom  fas  I told  before) 

Nature  and  cuftomc,l'ofwift  pafe  had  madcj 
He  neuer  refted,  but  rati  cucrmorc, 

Andwjthhis  running  he  did  vfc  this  trade; 

A heape  of  names  within  his  cloke  he  bore. 

And  in  the  riuer  did  them  all  vnlade; 

Or  (to  fay  truth)  away  he  caft  them  all 
Into  thisftreamc,  which  Lethec  we  do  call; 

IX 

Thisprodigall  old  wretch  no  fooner  came, 

Vnto  Hiis  curfed  riuers  barren  bankc. 

But  defpratly,without  all  feare  of  blame. 

Or  caring  to  defeme  reward  or  thanke. 

He  hurld  therein  full  manie  a precious  name. 
Where  million',  foone  into  the  bottome  fanke; 
Hardly  in  cu’rie  thoufand  one  was  found, 

That  was  not  ui  the  gulfc  quite  loft  and  drownd. 

Yet  all  about, great  ftore  ofbirds  there  flew. 

As  vultures,  carren  crowes,  and  chattring  pies. 
And  manie  more  of  fundrie  kinds  and  hew, 
Making  lewd  harmonic  with  their  lowd  cries: 
Thefcjwhen  the  carclelTe  wretch  the  trefor  threw 
Into  that  ftreame,  did  all  they  could  deuife^ 

What  with  their  tallcntsfomc,&fome  with  bcakc 
To  fauc  fomc  namcs,but  find  the  fclues  to  wcake. 

M 

For  cucr  as  they  fought  them  fellies  to  rayfe, 
Tobeare  away  thofe  names  of  great  renown, 

The  weight  of  them  fb  hcauic  downward  wayes, 

- They  in  the  ftreame  were  driu’n  to  caft  the  down; 
Onlic  two  fwanns  fuftaind  (b  great  a payfc. 

In  fpitc  ofhim  that  (ought  them  all  to  drown, 
Thcfe  two  do  ftill  take  vp  whofe  names  they  lift, 
And  bare  them  fafe  away,and  ncucr  mift. 


Somtime  all  vnder  the  foulc  lake  they  diued. 

And  tooke  vp  fomc,that  w ere  with  water  coucred. 

And  thofe  that  feemd  condcmned,they  repriued. 

And  often, as  about  the  bankethey  houered. 

They  caught  the,cr  they  to  the  ftreame  arriued: 

Then  went  they  \v  the  names  they  had  rccoucrcd, 

Vp  to  a hill,ihat  flood  the  water  nye. 

On  which  a ftatcly  Church  was  budt  onhye, 

i6 

This  place  is  facred  to  immortall  fame. 

And  cuermore  a nymph  (lands  at  the  gate, 

And  tooke  y names,wherew  the  two  fwanns  came 
(Whither  they  early  comc,or  whither  late) 

Then  all  about  the  Church  (he  hangd’  the  fame. 

Before  that  facred  image, in  fuch  rate, 

As  they  might  then  wcU  be  alTur’d  for  euer. 

Spite  of  that  wrctchjin  faftie  to  perfeuer. 

17 

>Afiolfo\\7iA  a great  defire  to  know,  Tht  txpt(iut» 

The  mifteries  moft  high, and  hidden  fence,  •/ 

Of  that  old  man, that  (liU  ranne  to  and  fro,  *^' 

And  precious  things, fo  Icwdlie  did  difpence; 

And  of  the  birds,and  of  the  nymph  alio. 

That  fro  y fwanns  tooke  names3&  bare  the  thece, 

And  therefore  asked  what  they  fignified. 

To  whom  the  man  of  Godjthus  wife  replied, 

j8 

Knowfirft(faidhc)therc  cannot  wag  a draw. 

Below  On  earth,but  that  the  figne  is  here: 

And  each  fmdll  aft,doth  correlpondcnce  draw; 

Although  in  other  fliew  it  doth  appeare: 

That  aged  man,that  tunning  erft  you  faw. 

And  neuer  baits, nor  refteth  all  they  care. 

To  worke  the  like  efFebls  abouc  is  bound. 

As  time  doth  worke  below, vpon  the  ground, 

19 

When  here  the  fatall  threed  of  life  is  (ponne. 

Then  doth  below ,thc  life  of  man  decline, 

There  famc,&  here  their  names  in  mettle  donn« 

Would  make  them  both  immortall  and  diuinc, 

Saue  here  this  aged  fire,thac  fo  doth  runne. 

And  there  below,t  ime  doth  thereat  repine. 

He  here, flings  all  the  names  into  a puddle. 

Time  thetcjdoth  all  in  darke  obliuion  huddle. 

20 

And  eu’n  ashere,rau’ns,vulturs,pyes,and  crowes. 

And  fuch  like  birds,endeuour  all  they  may. 

To  fane  thofe  names, that  worthieft  they  (lippofc; 

But  wating  (lrcgth,the  names  ftil  downward  fway; 

So  there  promooters,rufiins,bawds,and  thofe. 

That  can  the  parafites,and  ieftersplay, 

That  by  great  Lords  are  oft  more  made  of,tB(^ 

The  true  and  plaine  and  vertuous  minded  men, 

21 

And  thcfe(forrooth)good  fellowes  call  you  muft, 

Bccaufe  they  lcarne,like  afle  andporke  to  be. 

But  when  their  Lords, be  layd  full  low  in  dull. 

Their  line  oflife  cut  by  the  fifters  three. 

Yea  oft  by  their  own  fiirfetingand  lull: 

Then  thefc  fame  goodly  (quiets  of  bafe  degree. 

In  their  vilemouths,theirnames  bearevp  and 
A whilcjand  after  in  obliuion  drownc.  (down®. 


The  affe  will 
btart  any  tiling, 
the  porl^e  fetUt 
himftlfe  fat. 
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But  as  the  fvvanns  that  here  ftill  flying  are. 

With  written  namesjvnto  that  I acred  port. 

So  there  Hiftorians  learnd,and  Poets  rare, 
Preferuc  them  in  clearc  fame, and  good  reportj 

0 happie  Princes,whofe  forefight  and  care. 

Can  wm  die  Joue  of  writers  in  fuch  fort, 
AsCey^rdidjfoasyou  neednot  dread. 

The  laKc  of  Lethe  after  ye  be  dead. 

But  fiirelie  God  their  reafon  fo  doth  blind. 

And  cakes  from  them, all  fence  of  wit  and  skill, 
That  whe  their  roomes  on  earth  they  haue  refignd 
Death  both  their  bodies,&  their  fames  might  kill. 
Where  at  the  leaft  fome  fame  would  ftay  behind^ 
(Admit  in  pact  their  manners  were  but  ill) 

Had  they  but  wit, to  get  fome  grace  with  Cirra, 
Their  fame  Ihould  fweeter  fmell,then  nard  or 

24  (mirrha. 

Perhapps  was  not  fo  deuout. 

Nor  H effor, nor  Achilles  were  fo  brauc, 
Butthoufandshaue  ashoneft  been,and  ftour. 
And  worthie  by  deferc,more  prayfe  to  haue; 

But  the  fayre  lands  andCaftds,ouc  ofdoubt. 
That  their  fucceflburs  vnto  writers  gauc, 

Made  them  fo  famous  oucr  forren lands, 
Caiionizd  by  the  Poetsfacred  hands. 

^uguJlM  Ceptr  was  not  fu  ch  a faint, 

As  Virgin  maketh  him  by  his  defeription, 
Hisloueofleaming,fciifeth  that  complaint. 

That  men  might  lulfly  make  ofhis  ptofcription; 
Nor  had  the  ihamc^thac  !?i«ro«namc  doth  taint, 
Confirmd  now  by  a thoufand  years  prefeription. 
Been  as  it  is,if  he  had  had  the  wit, 

T^haue  bcenfranke  to  fuch  as.Poems  writ. 
z6 

Homer  (etts  forth,how  ^gamenon  fought. 

And  wan  at  IaftTroy,thatfblong  refilled. 

And  how  Tenelope,  though  greatly  lought. 

By  many  futers,yct  in  faith  perfillcd: 

Yetfur^for  ought  you  know)  he  might  haue 
The  contrary  to  chis,if  he  had  lifted,  (tauglit, 
That  Troy  preuaild,thac  Greeks  were  conquerd 
And  that  'Pencloge,yjs.%  but  a queane.  (cleane, 
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On  tothcrfide,wc  fee  Queene  Didos  name. 

That  was  indeed  worthie  to  be  commended. 

Is  fubieft  now,to  flaunder  and  to  lhamc, 

Becaiife  that  lhc,by  P'irgiU.  is  not  frended. 

But  on  this  point  I now  more  tedious  am. 

Then  I was  ware,or  then  I had  intended, 

fcor  I loue  writers  well,and  would  not  wrog  them. 

And  I my  felfc,do  count  my  felfe  among  them. 

28 

I wratc  a volume  of  my  mafters  prayfe. 

For  which  to  me  he  hath  not  been  vngratc. 

But  to  this  height  of  honour  me  dothrayfe, 
Whcrc(asyoufec)lliue  in  happie  ftatc; 

1 pitic  thofe  that  in  thefe  later  dayes 

Do  writc,when  bountie  hath  Ihut  vp  her  gate. 
Where  day  & night,in  vainc  good  writers  knockc. 
And  for  their  labours  oft  haue  but  a mockc. 


So  as  indeedjthis  reafon  is  the  chiefc. 

That  witts  decay  ,becau(e  they  want  theirhyre. 

For  where  no  fuccour  is,nor  no  rcliefe. 

The  verie  beafts,will  from  fuch  place  retire. 

Thusfaid  the  faint,  and(as  it  were  with  gricfc 
Of  fuch  otFcncc)his  eyes  did  flame  Lke  fire. 

But  turning  to  the  Duke  with  fober  lafter. 

He  pacifide  him  fclfc  a litlc  after. 

3° 

But  here!  leaue  and  found, 

With  holy  /olw;for  forthwith  leape  muft  I, 

As  far  as  from  the  moonc  vnto  the  ground. 

My  wings  would  fade,if  ftill  I foard  fo  hye: 

Now  come  I vnto  her  tliat  had  the  wound. 

That  cuer  Imarting  wound  of  icloufie, 

1 cold  flic  hadjwhcn  iaft  of  her  I Ipoke, 

Vnhorft  three  kings  with  goldelaunccs  ftroke. 

, 31 

And  how  (lie  lay  all  at  a Caftell  fad, 

Although  in  vaine  Ihc  fought  her  griefe  tofmo- 
How  at  y place  Ihc  perfed  knowledge  had,  (ther. 

That  yigramant  was  foylcd  by  her  brother. 

And  that  to  fly  to  Arlic  he  was  glad. 

With  good  l^er«,and  with  many  other: 

This  made  her  vnto  Prouence  then  to  haft, 

Becaufe  flie  heard  that  C^4)ApurI'ewdhimfaft. 

3^  . 

Now  vnto  Prouence, onward  as  fhc  went, 

A comlie  damfellinher  way  Ihcvcwd,  TiirdiSai*. 

Who  though  fhclookt  like  one  that  didlamenr, 

Yet  could  not  griefc,her  comlie  grace  exclude; 

This  dame  had  trauelld long, with  this  intent. 

To  finde  fome  knight,that  from  the  Pagan  rude, 

(Fierce  l^dbmonf ,that  prifner  held  her  loucr) 

By  force  of  armes  againc  m iglit  him  rccoucr. 


Semen:t. 

Thu  it  b:lil{t 
fuch  ancffince 
as  rvuU  au^tr 
a fisHt, 

He  returtitt  ta 
^fiotfo,i»sha 
j8.  tootle 


Canto  xxxij- 
fiafe.69. 


Now  when  the  comfortletfedamc  iradamantj 
Met  with  a dame  as  comfortlefl'c  as  fhe, 
Suchfimparhie  Ihe  felt  ofgrcifcjthatfcant 
She  kept  in  teares,fo  fad  a fight  to  fee. 

Asking  her  what  miffortune,or  what  want. 

Of  her  fad  pljght,vnworthie  caufe  might  be: 
Fayre  f/(»  de/K-^c,rfiac  for  a knight  did  hold  her. 
The  circumftaunce  of  all  the  matter  told  her. 


And  in  moll  rufiill  fort  fhc  did  recount. 

Both  of  the  tombe,and  bridge,the  wofull  ftoty, 
Andhowthe  cruell  Pagan  f(?domc»«f. 

Had  taken  him, for  whom  flie  was  fo  forye; 

Not  that  he  could  in  valew  him  furmount. 

That  for  his  valew  had  obtaynd  much  glory. 

But  that  the  Pagan  not  to  ftrength  did  truft. 

But  to  a bridge,and  vantages  vniuft. 

3f 

Wherefore  moft  noble  minded  knight(fayd  fhc) 

If  fuch  you  be,as  by  your  fpeach  I guefle. 

Help  my  dcare  fpoufe  from  bondage  vile  to  free. 
And  plague  the  Pagan  that  doth  him  opprefle; 

Or  ifyou  cannot  fo,yct  counfcll  me, 

Where  I may  find  fome  ayd  for  my  diftrefle. 
Some  knight  fo  ftout  of  heart,and  ftrong  or  hand. 
As  m^y  this  cruellSarazin  withftand. 
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So  ilial!  you  do  a braue  and  noble  deed, 

That  wadring  knights,do  think  they  ought  ofduc> 
So  might  you  ayd  awonhie  man  indeed. 

And  one  in  louc  moft  faithful  and  moft  true: 

As  for  his  other  praife,  it  is  no  need 
For  me  to  telijminc  owne  griefes  to  renue, 

Sich  well  I know,  they  plainly  are  appearing. 

To  all  that  haue  their  fence  of  light  and  hearing. 

37  . 

The  worthie  Dame,  that  thirfted  ftill  for  praife. 
Agrees  to  take  this  hard  exploit  in  hand. 

As  one  that  readie  was  at  all  alTayes, 

On  horfe,  on  foote,  by  water  or  by  land: 

Either  Ihe  thinks  Ihe  lhall  her  gloric  raife. 

If  fo  (he  lhall  the  Pagans  force  withftandj 
Eitheifto  die, which  daunger  lelTe  doth  mouc  her, 
Becaufe  Ihe  thinks  l^ogero  doth  not  louc  her. 

38 

And  thus  Ihc  fayd,  moft  loucly  louing  Dame, 

Gladly  I lhall  my  vtmoft  forces  prouc, 

Tofuccour  one  that  merits  fo  great  fame. 

Yet  of  his  praifes  chiefly  me  doth  mouc, 

Becaufe  you  giue  him  fuch  a noble  name. 

That  he  is  true  andfaithfull  inhisloue: 

Which  11  th  you  Ipeakc  by  triall,  I muft  wcenc  fo, 
Ellc  I durft  fwearc  no  man  aliuc  had  becnc  fo. 

39 

Thefc  laft  words  ended  with  a fcalding  ligh, 

A lIgh  tliat  came  indeed  from  grieuous  thought. 
Then  on  they  went,  till  they  approched  nigh 
The  parlous  bridge, that  R^domont  had  wrought: 
And  ftraight  the  watch  deferide  them  fro  an  high. 
And  blew  a home,  by  which  the  Pagan  tought. 
That  traucllers  were  come  the  bridge  topafle. 
Came  out  all  armed,  as  his  manor  was. 

40 

But  wheh  that  he  one  all  in  armour  faw. 

He  greets  them  lowd  with  this  lewd  falutation: 

Ho  ftay,  and  er  you  pafle  obferue  this  law, 

Vnto  this  tombe, humbly  to  make  oblation. 

Of  horfe  and  armes,  with  feare  and  reu’rcntaw: 
Elfc  with  this  fpeare  expeft  lharpe  caftigation. 
She,  that  before  had  heard  of  IJ%els  doth. 

And  of  this  tombe, thus  ftoutly  to  liim  feth. 

41 

Ah  damned  wretch, why  (hould  the  innocent, 
Sufterthe  penance  ofthy  grieuous  guilt? 

Thy  felfe  Ihouldft  die,  or  fulFer  punilhmenr. 

That  killedft  her,  if  pleafe  her  ghoft  thou  wilt.* 
Her  foule  (vpon  my  loule)  would  be  concent. 

If  by  my  hand  thy  guiltic  blood  were  Ipilt, 

More  then  with  all  the  armors,  men,and  holies, 
Thifc  thou  doll  win  by  thy  vnlawfuU  forces. 

41 

And  lb  much  more  it  will  accepted  be 
To  her, if  thou  by  my  right  hand  mayft  die, 
Becaufe  lama  woman  as  was  Ihe, 

And  only  come  on  thee  my  force  to  trie: 

But  let  vs  firft  vpon  thefe  points  agree. 

That  if  you  hap  to  vanquilh  mc,then  I 
Shall  fuffer  at  your  hands , fo  and  no  more, 

Then  other  ^irilbncrs  haue  done  before 


But  if  I vanquilh  you  (as  fiire  I truft) 

1 hen  I will  haue  the  fpoilcs  of  all  the  reft. 

And  make  your  horfe,and  arms,  a guift  more  lull, 
Vpon  the  tombe  of  her  for  cuer  bltft: 

And  then  withall,  promife  to  me  you  muft. 

That  all  your  prifners  ftraight  lhall  be  rcleaft. 
When  thus  the  Dame  her  mynd  had  lignified. 
Thus  the  fierce  Turke  mildly  to  her  replied. 

Faire  Dame,  you  feeme  to  me  tolpeake  but  leaibn, 
And  therto  Imyfranke  aflent  affoord: 

But  true  it  is,  that  I for  feare  of  treafon. 

My  prifners  all, haue  fent  from  hence  aboord. 

So  as  I can  not  free  them  at  this  fcafon. 

But  firmcly  here  to  you  I palTe  my  word. 

If  you  foile  me,  of  which  there  is  fmall  icobertie, 

1 will  fend  word  to  fet  them  all  at  libertic. 

But  if  I conquer  you,  as  furc  I lhall, 

(For  fo  it  is  moft  likely,  and  moft  meet) 

I will  not  hang  your  armour  on  the  wall, 
Norfendyou  hence  a prifiicr  in  my  fleet, 

I will  rem  it  to  you  my  conqueft  all. 

For  that  faire  faces  fake,  and  looke  lb  fweecj 
Suffife  it  that  this  curtelie  may  moue  thee. 
Where  now  thou  feemft  to  hate  me,  then  to  loue 
4^  (me. 

Be  noc(faire  Damc)in  your  owne  ftrengthbcguyld, 
I offer  not  fuch  grace  to  eu’rie  ftranger. 

For  I am  ftrong;  at  this  the  damfell  fmyld. 

But  fuch  a fraile,as  Ihewd  not  mirth,but  angerj 
And  whether  courage  had  all  feare  exyld. 

Or  that  difpaire  made  her  to  doubt  no  danger; 
She  fpurd  her  horfe,  nor  other  anfwer  made  him, 
But  with  her  fpeare  in  reft  Ihe  doth  inuadc  him. 
47 

This  (b  did  mouc  the  cruell  R^domounty 
Vpon  his  horfe  he  doth  him  felfe  aduaunce. 

Not  making  doubt,  but  that  he  would  difmount. 
Out  of  her  feat,  the  noble  Dame  of  Frauncej 
But  he  was  quite  deccau'd  of  his  account. 

No  fooner  was  he  toucht  with  Goldclauncc, 

But  cu’n  as  if  of  ftrength  he  had  bin  reaued. 

Quite  from  the  faddle  backward  he  was  heaued. 

48 

But  yet  the  Dame  her  felfe  in  daunger  was. 

To  fall  into  the  ftreame  lb  fwift  and  fleet. 

By  meanes  the  bridge  fo  narrow  was  to  pafle, 

That  hardly  two  at  once  theron  could  meet; 

But  Rabican,whofe  fwifcnclTe  didfuipaflc 
All  foure  foot  bcafts,  did  firmely  keepe  his  feet: 
Although  fo  ftraight  and  narro\^  was  the  bridge. 
He  was  conftraind  to  runne  vpon  the  ridge. 

49 

Now  when  the  Pagan  lay  thus  ouerthrowne. 

She  turnd  to  him,  and  fporting , thus  flic  ipake. 
Now  fir  (faid  flie)  I hope  it  may  be  knowne. 
Which  of  vs  twaine  the  worfer  caufc  did  take. 

But  he, like  one  whofe  wits  were  nothisowne. 
Either  he  could  or  would  no  anfwer  make; 

But  ftill  he  ftoodjlooking  on  ground  and  mufing, 
Neither  his  foylc  denying,  nor  cxcufing. 
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And  hauing  vvalkt  fbmc  halfe  a dozen  paces. 

He  fuddenly  caft  all  his  armour  of. 

And  hurles  it  gainft  the  ftones,and  it  defaces. 
That  fcant  he  left  vnbroke  one  pecce  therof: 
Determining  after  fuch  foule  difgraces, 

To  hide  him  lelfe,  and  go  a great  way  of; 

But  cr  he  went,  he  graunted  full  commiflion. 
To  free  his  prifhers, without  intermilfion. 

Ht  conus  not  to  Thus  he  went  thence,and  whatof  him  became, 
^hat  he  did,  no  notice  cleare  I haue, 

VootwhtreKo-  A^ame, 

lira  l^ilkih  him.  Longhe  liu’dclofe,  within  afecret  caue; 

The  while  his  armes  by  the  viftorious  Dame, 
Were  hangd  vp  at  the  tombe,  for  triumph  braue, 
Tlie  totherarmes,and  furnitures  among, 

That  erft  to  Pagan  Princes  did  belong. 

But  for  all  thofe  that  were  from  Chriftens  wonne. 
She  layd  them  vp  jand  did  in  fafetie  fet, 
tfMdimaii  {in  Among  the  which  was  Metud<»ntts  Ibnne, 

« l/lontdmtc.  gn  J ftout  Sanfwt, 

Who  late  before  with  illlucccfle  did  runne. 

So  as  the  Pagan  did  their  armour  get. 

And  them  thcrafelues  as  prifners  did  conuay, 
Vnto  Algirie,  farre  from  thence  away. 


Hi  {peaks"* 
tnoreefSacra^ 
}anu 


Among  the  reft  that  had  their  arniours  loft, 
WasS'<<c»‘rf/’<«if,ihe  fierce  CircalTen  Prince, 

Who  fought  for  Frontlet,  to  his  jiaine  and  coft. 
And  with  the  Pagan  fought  but  lide  fince; 

But  being  foyld,  he  quite  forlboke  that  coft. 
Where  men, of  fuch  dilgrace  might  him  conulncc 
And  with  great  fhame(but  what  could  (hamehim 
He  cameonhorfbackj&wctthecconfoot.  (boot? 
U 

Wherfore  aftiamd  in  fuch  fort  to  returne. 

He  mynds  to  follow  that  his  former  queft 
Ofher,  whofelouelongfince  his  heart  did  burne. 
Although  her  loue  he  ncuer  yet  po/Teft; 

For  ftill  her  froward  mind  did  euer  Ipume, 
Againft  his  eameft,  and  moft  iuftrequeft. 

Oflier  returne  he  late  had  heard  the  news, 

(I  know  not  how)  but  now  he  herpurfews. 

And  let  himherpurfue,  for  Iproceed, 

Of  npble  Bradamantes  afts  to  tell. 

Who hauing done  this  braue  and  worthic  deed. 
To  free  the  paffage  where  fo  manie  fell. 

She  wrate  it,  lb  as  eu’rie  one  might  reed. 

How  all  the  circumftance  thereof  befell; 
which  hauing  done,  then  fhe  demaunds  to  know , 
Which  way  Dame  Fiordeliege  did  mind  to  go. 

Who  ftraight  her  purpofe,vnto  her  vnfolding. 

Told  herjto  pafle  tlie  fea  by  ftiip  (lie  ment. 

At  Arly,  leaft  the  Turke  his  word  not  holding. 
Might  keepe  her  fpoufe  to  long  in  prifon  pent: 
The  fhall  you  (faith  the  Dame)be  more  beholding 
To  me,  for  fure  (laid  (he)  tis  mine  intent. 

Hard  to  thetowne  to  guardyou  inyourpaflage, 
Soyou  will  do  for  mcj  but  one  embaftage. 


And  that  withalljyou  me  this  grace  afFoord, 

To  giuc  Kpgero  this  fame  hotfe  from  me. 

And  fay  an  vnknown  champion  fends  him  word 
To  challenge  him,that  all  the  world  may  fee 
He  hath  binfalfe  of  promife  and  of  word; 

Of  which,our  combat  lhall  the  triall  be; 

And  tell  him  plainly  there  is  no  dcniall. 

But  that  by  challenge  I will  make  tliis  trial!. 
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This  fay,  and  fay  no  more;  and  if  he  aske 

My  name,  then  tell  him  thatyou  cannot  tell; 

The  while  mine  armes  lhall  feme  me  for  a maske. 
This  I defire,  do  this  and  then  farewell; 

This  ii(f3idFiord{litge)  an  cafic  taske 
From  yoUjthat  haue  ofmedcfeni’d  fo  well, 
Asbinds  me  both  to  this  thatyou  demaund  me. 
And  to  what  cuer  clfe  you  would  commaund  me. 

This  faid,  fli  e takes  the  bridle  in  her  hand. 

And  with  her,  leads  Frontino  on  the  wa}-, 

Vntill  they  both  came  to  the  fait  fea  fand. 

That  next  vnto  the  town  of  Arly  lay; 

Fiordeliegt  goes  vnto  the  town  by  land, 

Bradamant  at  the  fuburbs  ftill  doth  ftay. 

To  th’endlhemay  conuenient  refpite  giuc  her. 
To  him  thchorfc,and  melTage  to  dcliucr. 
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Who  when  the  bridge  and  gate  (he  quite  had  paft, 
She  pray  eth  one  of  thofe  that  kept  the  warde, 

To  bring  her  to  ^ogero  in  great  haft, 

And  through  the  towne  of  curtfie  her  to  guard; 
This  done,  Ihe  to  liogero  came  at  laft. 

And  did  her  mclfage  with  moft  due  regard. 

And  gauc  Frontmo,  and  then  went  her  way. 

Nor  would  ftie  once  to  hearc  his  aunfwcr  ftay. 
dr 

l^ero  ftandeth  ftill  all  in  a mule. 

The  meflenger  and  meflage  fo  beguile  him. 

He  wonders  who  it  is,that  both  doth  vfc 
Such  curtefie,  and  yet  withall  reuile  him. 

He  thinks  the  partic  doth  him  much  abufc. 

With  fowleft  blot  of  breach  of  word  to  file  him; 
And  of all  othersjleaft  of  all  he  thought. 

That  Bradamant  of  him  the  combat  fought. 

To  thinkc  it  Bgdomont  he  was  enclynd. 

But  yet  it  could  not  finke  into  his  reach, 

Why  of  the  fitdden  he  Ihould  be  fo  kynd. 

And  wherein  he  could  blame  his  promife  breach; 
Andfaue  with  him, he  cannot  call  tomynd. 

With  whom  hchad  offrcndftiip  any  breach: 

The  while  the  Ladie  with  a ftately  fcorne. 

In  token  of  defiance,  blew  her  home. 

Straight  ways  the  news  to  Jgramani  doth  By, 

That  one  without  did  challenge  fome  within. 

And  Serpentine,  that  then  by  chaunce  was  by, 

Askt  and  hadleaue  to  fight,  in  hope  to  win. 
Swearing  the  knight  ftiouldyeeldjor  clfe  ihould  dy 
And  then  the  people  flockt  both  thickc  and  thin. 
Standing  vpon  the  walls,with  young  and  old, 
Betweene  ihefe  two  the  combat  to  behold. 

Ouc 
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Out  Strptntlno  came  in  braue  arrays 

Andbrauclic  with  hisfpearc  in  icftheranj 
But  at  the  firft  encounter  down  he  lay, 

Tire  horfc  runnes  Icere  away  without  the  man. 
But  noble  Br<tJ4m4»f,the  horfc  dorhftay, 

And  backe  reftorc:thcn  finclic  as  flic  can, 
Sheprayes  him  toking^^r4»i4W  tolpeakc. 

To  fend  a ftronger,fith  he  was  to  weakc; 

1 he  mightic  kmgs  of  AfFrickc  and  of  Spainc, 
Thatfrom  the  wall  the  courteous  ad  didvew. 
From  prayfing  of  the  fame  could  not  refraync> 
Though  none  of  thcm,thereof  the  autlior  knew; 
How  Serpentitio  backe  retumd  agaync. 

And  to  his  Prince  he  told  his  melTage  trew. 

How  that  fame  champion  did  delire  to  fight. 
With  fomc  more  flout  & more  renowned  knight. 
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And  then  Grandonio  fierce  of  Volatcrne, 

The  proudefl  knight  y Spainc  log  timehad  bred, 
Obtaind  next  place, and  with  a vifage  fleme. 

And  thr earning  voycc,thus  to  the  damfellfcd; 
Your  curtfic  fmall  reward  for  you  (hall  earncj 
For  cither  here  in  fight  you  mufl  be  ded. 

Or  at  the  lcfl,I  will  you  prifner  bring, 

Vnto  Marfilioyoi great  Spainc  the  king. 

^7 

Well(anfwcrd (he)  keepe  thefeyour  threats  In ftorc, 
Your  villcny,my  curtfic  (hall  not  let. 

But  that  ilcfrcndlic  monifliyou  before. 

That  backe  agayne  vnto  your  king  you  get. 

Ear  that  your  fall, may  make  yourbody  forej 
Andfay  that  I defiredto  hauemet, 

A man  indeed  of  courage, and  of  worth. 

And  not  your  fcJfe,nor  him  that  lafl  came  forth. 
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This  her  replic  (b  milde,andyet  Co  bitter, 

The  Pagan  with  more  furie  did  enflamc; 

W ith  Ipearc  then  fpeachdie  thought  an  anlwcrc 
And  toward  her  in  full  carreer  he  came,  (fitterj 
Intending  (urc,lbmc  deadly  blow  to  hit  herj 
But  (he  that  was  accuflomd  to  this  game. 

Bare  well  his  blow,  and  withhcrgoldelaunce. 
She  made  him  the  backe  fomerfaut  to  daunce. 
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But  yet  his  horfe, that  loofc  about  did  runne, 
she  brought  him  backe,then  thus  to  him  (he  lavd, 
Loc  fir, you  had  been  better  to  hauc  donne 
My  meffagejwhenl  curtcouflie  you  pray dj 
Yet  here  1 will  rcleafemy  prifner  wonne. 

So  you  will  tell  yourking  thatihauc  flayd. 

To  combat  with  a man  in  fight  well  feen. 

And  not  with  nouiccs,of  skill  fo  green. 
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The  lookers  on  that  fure  thought  nothing  lefle. 
Then  that  a virgin  fo  could  guide  a fpeare, 

W ith  murmurings  their  wonder  great  expreflej 
Still  ayming  with  (urmifes  who  it  wcrcj 
Seme  Brandimart, and  fomc  l{fnaldo^eJ}ey 
Or  others  whom  the  Turkes  had  caufe  to  fearcj 
Butmofl  they  would  Orlando  haue  fiilpefted, 

Sauc  they  had  heard  his  fences  were  diftrafted. 
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Next  flout  ferraw  defird  to  hauc  the  place, 

Not  that  he  hop’t  the  conquefl  to  hauc  wonne. 
But  thatthefc  knights  may  hauc  the  IciTc  difgracc 
If  I(quoth  he)(hall  do  as  they  hauc  donne: 

A flrong  fwift  horle  he  takeSjand  fure  of  pace, 
Able  to  beare  the  (hocke,and  free  to  runne, 

The  choifeft  of  an  hundred  that  he  kept. 

And  thus  all  arm’d  vpon  the  beafl  he  Icpt. 
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Againfl  the  fern  all  champion  forth  he  goesj 
And  firfl  they  intcrchaungeablic  falutc, 

Pleafe  it  you(faid  the  Lady)co  difeiofe 
Your  name  to  mc?that  (hall  be  all  my  lute; 

He(ihat  what  longs  to  ciuill  manners  knowes,) 

To  fatisfie  her  therein  was  not  mute. 

And  I refufe  you  not, then  faid  the  tothcr, 
Although  I rather  would  haye  had  another. 

Whomrfquoth  ffrr4w)i^^ero((hc  rcplycd) 

And  fcai  cc  (he  fully  couldbring  forth  his  name. 
But  that  a blu(h  with  rofic  cullour  dyed 
Her  louche  cheekes,with  fccrcthoncfl  (hamc: 
(Further  (he  addeth)him,whofe  valew  tryed. 

And  fo  much  prayfd,was  caufe  1 hither  camc^ 
None  clfc  1 feeke,nor  for  none  elfc  care  I, 

Onlie  his  manhood  I defirc  to  tty. 
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Shcfpakcthe  words  in  plaine  andlimplc  Icnce, 
Which  fome  perhapps  will  fubtlie  wrefl  awry, 
Wcll(faid  Ferr4»)y  et  now  ear  I go  hence. 

Let  mewith  you, haue  leauc  one  courfc  to  tryj 
To  feeif  I can  make  no  more  defence. 

Then  thofe  whom  laftyou  made  on  earth  to  lye, 
Ififallas  did  they,thenlwi!l  fend, 

'rhat  gentle  knight,that  may  our  errour  mend. 

Her  beauer  open  was  while  they  cortfard. 

At  which,whcn  her  the  Spanyard  well  had  vewed. 
And  markt  her  bewtie  worthie  ofregard. 

He  was  alreadie  more  then  halfe  fubdewed; 

He  thought  an  Angeil  of  the  hcau’nly  guard. 
Could  not  with  greater  bewtie  be  indewed; 
Againfl  her  (peare,what  fence  can  he  deuife. 

That  is  alreadie  conquerd  with  her  eyes? 
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Now  tooke  they  field, and  ranne  with  all  their  force. 
And  now  Ttrrava  is  from  his  fadle  borne. 

The  damfell  doth  of  curtfic  flay  his  horfc. 

The  Spaniard  lycth  like  a man  forlomcj 
But  backe  he  muft,vnto  the  king  perforce. 

Nor  true  to  do  his  mefl'age  doth  hefcorncj 
He  tells  B^gero  plaine  before  them  all. 

How  this  fame  knight  onely  for  him  doth  call. 
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Hogero  who  it  is  yet  litle  knowing. 

In  hafl  to  make  him  rcadie  doth  begin, 

A fettled  hope  of  conquefl  plainlie  fliowing, 
Willing  to  fightjwith  mindc  alTut' d to  winne; 

As  for  their  foyles,  and  their  foulc  ouerthrowing. 
That  went  bcforejhc  weighd  them  not  a pinne; 
But  how  they  met, how  kindlic  him  (he  ferued, 
Vnto  the  booke  enluing  is  referued. 
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I n the  legmnir^  of  th'u  booki, after  i^te  excejjluepray/is  o/HipolitOj/w  retumes  to  t])e  farmer  matter  of  the  force  of  timei 
the  allegoric  tvherof  I will  continue  in  his  ftlace-tonely  for  the  Moralljl  trill  touch  two J^eciall  faults  which  mine  authoar  re- 
f roues  in  ms  of  the  better  fort^nne  is  tire  to  great  accout  tlsey  mah^  ofTarafites^Tromooters^nd  I rflers^nd fuel?  lil^e-^  for  their 
bafenes  and jUthines, likened  to  the  affe  artdforke'an  other  is  their  venerie  and  drunh^es'.whkh  Ire  mteth  by  thef ; wot  ds-^znzi 
Venere  e bacco;/  Enghjh  it  ^hy  their  own  furfFeting  anclluftj6ff4»/e  fur  feting  cotaines  bothl^nds  ofexceffe  inmeat  ^ 
drin'if.Ah.lfurely  I mufi  grout  )that  our  l{ealme  ofEnglad  hath  bin  noted  for  riot  in  meats  ^manyyeares Jince^and  not  with- 
out caufeQhiugh  mt  alone'^for  'PIaio found  thelilje  fault  W?th  Italic  inhts  time , But  fortius  other  yice  ofdrinkfngy  which  ^ 
with  the  name  ofahealtb,ouerthrows  all  health  dx  fobriety^it  is  now  grown  as  yfuall&  more  odious  tide  the  t other, I doubt 
it  will  not  fo  eafily  be  driuen  out^  it  is  fodainly  crept  in.l  haue  heard  a pretie  tale  not  impertinent  to  this  matter, of  a Gentle- 
md  that  had  his fonne  at  the  V niuerfitie,who  being  belik^  offo  good  a cofcience(M  moTl  of  ys  are  in  that  Ifind^  to  takp  but  a litle 
for  his  money, and  growing(^as  itf ;emed)more  inyeares,tben  either  in  learning,or  good  mannersihis  tutor  to  difhargehis  due- 
tie,  fent  his  father  word, how  he  mifdoubted  theyoung  mans  well  doing,becaufe  he  found  himgeuen  to  dycitigand  gaming:  the 
fatherwasfory,bUtyet  anfwered,thathe  hoped  whenhu fonne  grew  to  haue  more  wit,hewould  leaue  that,or  at  leaf  net  loofi 
by  it.T  he  next  newes  he  heard  of  hit  amedment,was  that  now  he  bega  to  follow  wome\this  touched  the  father femwhat  nearer  y 
yet  he  replied  againe,that  he  made  no  qaeftionbut  he  would  leaue  that  ear  lon^  for  his  own  cafe,  andtherforeyet  he  would  not 
dijpayre  of  him.  T he  lafl  newes  he  heard, Wat  that  he  began  to  mend  his  former  two  faultesfut  that  now  he fell  to  bibbing  and 
drinIqng.Out  ypo  the  yillen(^faid  the father')!  will  furely  difinherit  him:  for  that  fault  the  elder  he  waxeth,  the  more  he  wilbe 
fuhiefl  to  it  tyherefore  I wndude  this  Morall  with  this  exhort  ation-tljat  if  wit  cannot  mak^  men  leaue  play, nor  their  own  cafe 
ma'tfthe  efehew  yenerie-,at  lea(i  let  the  yglincs,openes,and  beafllines  of  this  fin,mal<^  the  leaue  it-,  lyhich  hath  no  defence,  nor 
ttoprayjeil  fay  priryfe,becaufe  the  Scripture  fa  th  thcwicVcd  mais  prayfedin  hhwickednes.  But  I neuer  heard  pray fe 
aferibedto  a drinh^r,hut  the  well  bearing  ofdrittJ<f,which  might  be  agoodpriTffefcrabrewcrt  horfi,orperhapps for  a brewers 
manjout  fure  it  is  a fmall  bojlfor  a Gentleman. 

Augufttis  C-efar  was  not  fiich  a faintj&c. 

O/AuguftiisCxfars/iw/fw  both  Suetoniusjrt/«/ Plutarke/^'»«e»r/«f  amlothtorenew  themrptorl* 

of  them,except  I did  alfo  recite  his  many  yertues,  which  made  large  recompencefor  his  few  yices : fujfceth  it  to  affrme  that^ 
which  mjne  author  faith,that  his  bountie  and  loue  to  learned  men  couered  his faultes:  and  of  his  bountie , among  other  thirst 
witnejfeth  the  fay  re  pallace  hegaue  Virgill,»>;f/j  a goodly  Mannour,orratl>er  indeed  territoriejnthe field  called  Ager  Crt- 
monenfis,neare  Mantua. 

ffbereas  it  is faid,in  theperfon  o/S.Iohn. 

Btityct(for  ought  you  know)he  mighthauc  taught 
The  contrane  to  this, if  he  had  lifted. 

That  Troy  prcuayld,that  Greeks  were  conquerd  cleanc> 

And  that  Penelope  vt as  but  a queane. 

True  it  is  tfsateneDion  anHiftoringraphtr,writethto  that  effebl^and inforceth  yerie far  topteue,  that  the  CreeJ^es  had 
the  worfe  end  oftl>en.tff'e,and  onely  that  Homer  fauoring  the  Gretkps,wrate  the  contrary. Further  fome  haue  carped  at  Pe- 
nelopes cha/litie(  far  what  may  not  amalliciouswit  carpe  at})and  they  fay  Womex  him  felfe  infinuatethfimewhai  of  her 
li^htneffe-, where  he faith  in  his  Odifl’eaSji/wi Jhe  ohiefled  rnto  her  futers  that  none  of them  could fhoot fofirong  a/hoot  as  her 
husbaiid:butlKwfoeueritis,formypart,  feeing  ithathbeenreceauedfo  long  for  a truth,  tW  Penelope  was  a chafl  and 
yertuossswife,!  widnottakp  ypome(by  S.Iohn)f9  write  the  cotr  ary, though  rrrytte  authour  S.lohn  tocafi  a doubt  of  it, 

OftlxAllegoiisI  hauenotmuih  to  pty,becaufemyneauthourhim  felfe  expounds  it  foplainly-pnely  J pray  you  markf  hew 
rightly  and  with  what  good  decorufie  lik^  Promooters, and  Parafites,to  yulturcs,carren  crowes,and  chattringpyes/u  lib^- 
wife  in  the  beginning  of  the  j ^.hool<p,he  Itkeneth  them  to  H arpias. 

Thefiiftenauncc  thatftiould  forfood  haue  feruedj 
For  widowcspoorc,  and  orphancs  innocent, 

Thefefilchic  monfters  doconfume  and  waft  it. 

Oft  at  one  mealc, before  the  owners  taft  it. 

As  if  one  would fay, the  gifts  and  rtwardes  that  belong  to  old feruitours,  and  well  deferuing  fouldiers  , are  cati  hed  at  the 
yollie  bythefe  raiienousbirds,and  neuer  come  to  the  ground,or  if  they  do,thcy  maltefifdfe  a bound,  that  a man  fsall  molest 
fault  in  ojft  ing  at  them, and  many  times  hagard  both  game  and  fetfor  tl?em, 

Bradamanc4»»’')w4(»  Rodomount  amoJlterribleTurl^e,alludesto  the  notable Hijl cry  efludith^hat cut. 

^Holofemes  head:whkh /lorie,tbe  Lord  Du  BertaSjrtWi/  rare  French  Poet , contriued  into  an  excellent  Poeme  in  French, 
artd  the  fame is  tranjlated  into  ayery  good  and  fweetEngliP}yerfe,byeru'hA.'TlaoxciAsHxidfon  , which  workel  therathep 
tnention,becaufe  in  the  6Jbook(  of  the  yice  of furfettingjwhich  I reproued  afore  in  tlx  Morsdljit  is  notably  deferibedand  with- 
alljharplierebukpd  asfjlowetb. 

O plague, O poylon  tothc  warriour  ftate. 

Thou  makft  the  noble  hearts  effeminate, 

While  Rome  was  rulde  by  Curioes  and  Fabricet, 

Who  fed  on  rootes,and  fought  nor  for  delicesj  ^ 

And  when  the  oneiicCre;(/»«  was  the  food, 

Moft  delicate  to  Perfia,then  they  ftoodj&c. 

Here  end  the  Aiuiotations  vpon  thcxxxv.bookc^ 
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Is  meet  a gentle  heart 
{hould  eucr  Ihow, 
Bycurteficthe  fruites  of 
truegcncillicic. 

Which  will  by  pradife  to 
an  habit  grow. 

And  make  me  do  ^ fame 
with  great  facillitie: 
Likewifef  dunghill  bloud 
amanfhallknow, 

By  churlilh  parts  and  aftes  of  inciuillitie, 

Whofe  nature  apt  to  take  each  lewd  infedionj 
Cuftome  confirmcs,and  makes  ill  in  perfeftion. 
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Of  courteous  aftsjhe  that  old  ftorics  reeds. 

In  auntict  fiitles  fhall  finde  there  hath  been  ftorc. 
But  in  our  daycs,of  bloudy  cruell  deeds. 

Is  greater  plentie  then  hath  been  before; 

For  charitie  brings  forth  but  barren  feeds. 

And  hatred  ftill  is  fowd  in  fo  great  ftore, 

That  when  the  fruites  of  both  come  to  be  reaped. 
The  tone  isfearfe  the  tothcrouer  heaped. 

What  fierce  Barbarian  Tartar ,MoorejorTur 
Could  vfe  more  crueltie  then  now  of  late, 

In  Latian  landjVcnctian  force  did  worke? 

Not  by  confent  of  the  wife  men  of  ftate. 

But  by  the  filthie  nature, that  did  lurke, 

In  wicked  hyrelings,  and  a hidden  hate; 

I fpeakenot  of  the  damage,and  defaces. 

They  did  by  fire  in  all  ourpleafant  places. 
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Though  that  reuenge  was  foule  and  to  to  crucll, 
Chicfiie  againft  Hipfalito^viho  late. 


When  Cafar  Gcgcd  Padoa,as  they  knew  well. 

And  brought  it  to  low  ebbe  and  wofuU  ftate. 

He  both  withdrew  the  matter  all  and  fewell. 

And  quencht  the  fires  kindled  by  deadly  hate, 
Preferuing  many  a Church  and  many  a village. 

By  his  rare  clemenciejfrora  fire  and  pillage. 

Not  thofe  I m cane, nor  many  aftions  more. 

That  cannot  be  excufed  or  defended, 

Butfuch  an  aft, as  ftones  might  weepe  therefore. 
As  oft  as  it  is  talkt  of, or  remembred: 

Then  when  my  Lord,his  houftiold  fent  before, 
TherCjwhcre  his  foes  were  fecretly  aflembled. 
Leaning  their  veflells  on  the  faltifli  land. 

While  in  ambulhment  clofe  they  lay  on  land, 
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As  He&or  and  Mneas  did  with  fire, 

Affault  the  Greekilh  fleet  with  hardie  fight. 

So  law  I two  whofe  hearts  to  fame  afpire, 
(One./</e*'Wer,tother  Hmlrrhight) 

Aflault  their  foes,  and  driuc  them  to  retire; 

Vnto  their  trenches,nay  within  them  quite. 

But  one  of  them  returned  thence  foil  hard, 
tothcr  of  returning  cleane  was  bard. 
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ft/ruffin  rcaptfCantelmo  there  was  ftayd: 

O Duke  of  Sore,  what  fore  griefe  didftthou  find? 
To  fee  thy  noble  Ibnne  fo  foule  betrayd. 

Among  a thouland  blades  left  their  behind? 

His  naked  necke  on  fide  of  Gallie  layd. 

And  chopped  ofinow  liirely  in  my  mihd, 

When  that  fame  bloudy  ftrokc  his  necke  Imit  of. 
Thou  felts  like  fttoke,eu’n  with  the  fight  thereof, 

Slauoniao 
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THE  ARGVMENT. 

T>uhe  Ammons  daughter  yvith  reucngefull  hart^ 
Met  with  Marfifet  minding  her  to  htll^ 

Vntill  the  battels  ioynd  on  either  part. 

And  fo  did funder  them  againfl  their  will: 

Br adamant  and  Roger o talke  apart: 

Alarfijd  gets  of  both  great  euill  will. 

By  troubling  them-y^ut  when  fhe  fnew  her  brother. 
She  reconciledis  to  tone  and  t other. 
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Slauonian  vilcjwhere  didft  thou  learnc  to  know, 
Suchlawcs  of  warrc’withm  what  Scithian  land, 
Vfc  they  to  kill  a prifncr  taken  fo, 

That  ycelds, and  hath  no  weapon  in  his  hand? 

Or  was  itfuch  a gricuous  finne  you  trow. 

The  foes  of  his  dcarc  countric  to  withftand? 

Why  haft  thou  Sunne/o  Jongon  this  age  (hindc. 
That  breeds  of  ^trtxvi  and  T hiejles  kindc. 
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Barbarous  beaft,that  kild  fo  fvveet  a youth. 

To  fatisfie  thy  rancor  and  thy  rage. 

So  rare  a youth, as  to  confeffe  the  truth. 

His  match  could  not  be  found  in  this  our  age; 
Whofe  bewtic  might  haue  bred  fufficient  ruth, 
Fiei  cePo//^/jew«5  anger  to  affwage. 

But  not  fierce  thee,morc  cruell  and  more  fell. 
Then  any  nionfters  that  in  deferts  dwell 
10 

The  valiant  men, did  ftudic  in  time  paft. 

With  clcmencic  their  honours  toincreafe. 

And  hate  no  longer  then  the  fight  did  laft, 

With  viftorie  reuenge  did  euer  ceafe: 

So  Bradamant jo(v/hom  I told  you  laft. 

The  prifners  flic  had  tane,did  ftJl  rcleafe. 

And  ftayd  their  horfes  whe  the  felucs  were  down. 
And  fent  them  backc  againe  into  the  town: 
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And  ptayd  them  but  her  challenge  to  deliucr, 

Vnto  /(i^erojand  to  call  him  out; 

Who  ment  with  fpeare  in  reft  anfwcr  to  giue  her, 
Vnto  her  challenge  that  flie  fent  lb  ftout. 

Now  when  the  other  knights  wore  altogitlicr, 

!•  In  prcfencc  of  the  kings, they  caft  a doubt, 

Who  this  fliould  br,and  then  they  aske  Ferra»^ 
That  talktwith  hetjandher  bare  vifage  faw. 
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Sure  (faid  Ferraiv  ) it  is  not  tone  nor  tother. 

Of  thofe  on  whom  before  your  thoughts  were  felj 
I tooke  it  fitftjit  was  ^emtldos  brother, 

Who  is  in  yeares  a verie  youth  as  yee 
But  now  I rather  iudge  it  is  an  other. 

For  fo  much  force  is  not  in  Eschar  Jet^ 

I thinke  it  is  his  After  by  her  vfage. 

Who  I haue  heard  is  like  him  much  in  vifage, 

>3 

She  hath  earthis,ofvallcw  had  great  fame, 
t{erutldo  and  the  Palladins  among, 

Imuft  confelTcjIfoundit  to  my  fliahie, 

Hcr,then  ficr  brothers, to  be  far  more  ftrong: 
/(cij«ro,when  he  heard  them  hertonamc, 

Guiltic  inheart  he  had  her  done  fome  wrong, 
Bluflitinhis  countenaunce  with  bafliftil]  grace. 
And  oft  his  heart  fliot  bloud  into  his  face. 
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Yea  feare  inuaded  him,not  feare  of  danger. 

For  force  he  feared  not  of  any  wight, 

OfTurke  nor  Chriften,countryman,  or  ftrangcr: 
But  the  true  caiire,ofthis  his  dolefiill  plight. 

Was  louc;for  loue  fcares  nothing  more  the  anger. 
Doubting  lead  (he  conceau’d  not  of  him  right: 
Thus  wautng  thoughts  his  minde  do  both  wayes 
Whither  he  better  were  to  go  or  taric.  (carie. 


The  while  Marfifa  that  was  prefent  there, 

And  euer  had  a forward  will  to  iuft, 

Could  now  no  longer  from  the  fame  forbearc. 

Though  feeing  (bmc  before  her  lye  on  duft; 

For  all  their  fallsdid  breed  inhernofearc, 

So  much  in  her  great  vallew  (he  did  truft. 

Wherefore  leaft  firft  l^pgero  might  preuent  her, 

Fiift  ihc  rides  foorth  and  in  the  lifts  doth  enter. 
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And  mounted  on  her  horfe  came  fwiftly  running, 

Vnto  the  place  where  Bradamant  did  ftay. 

With  panting  heart, wayting  Bogtros  comming, 

Minding  to  take  him  prifner  ifftie  may, 

Thinking  how  (he  might  guide  her  ftaffc  w cuning 
As  with  the  ftrokc  do  him  leaft  hurt  flie  may: 

Thus  commeth  out  nothing  fearing, 

Vpon  herloftic  creft  the  Phenix  bearing. 
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Whither  thereby  toboft  her  felfc  Che  ment,  Tbtdtmfttfth* 

Of  her  rare  ftrcgch,of  which  flie  tooke  fome  pride 
Wbitlier  thereby  to  note  her  chaft  intent 
She  had,  a warlike  virgin  ftill  to  bide; 

Braiamant ^\io  to  meet  her  gently  went, 

And  ilot  to  be  Bpgtro  now  efpyde. 

Asked  her  name,and  by  her  name  (he  knew. 

That  this  wasfliejthat  made  her  loue  vntrew. 
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Or  to  fay  bettcr,whom  flic  did  furmife. 

To  be  the  Ible  with-holder  of  her  dearc. 

Her  whom  (he  hates,gainft  whom  her  bloud  doth 
And  minding  now  to  make  her  buy  it  dearc, (rife; 

With  ftiricgreat  and  rage,at her  flie  flyes; 

And  that  (he  may  make  all  fufpicions  cicare. 

With  couched  (pcare  (he  fiercely  runneth  on  her. 

Meaning  to  kill  her,or  to  dye  vpon  her. 

19 

Marfifa  was  conftrained  with  the  ftroke, 

TokilTe  the  ground,as  thofe  before  her  had. 

Which  to  fuch  rage  her  courage  didprouoke, 

1 hat  with  difdaine  (he  feem’d  as  one  halfe  mad; 

Nor  knowing  how  fo  great  a foyle  to  clokc. 

She  drawes  her  fword,with  an  intention  bad, 

Bradaniant  ciy’th  aloud  with  loftic  hart, 

Traytor,what  doft  thou?  thou  my  prifnci  art. 
ao 

And  though  I vfed  curtfie  to  the  reft. 

To  vfe  it  vnto  thee, I am  not  tyde, 

Whofe  minde,as  I haue  heard  is  eu’n  a neft, 

Wherin  is  bred  all  villanie  and  pride: 

Looke  how  great  waters  rage  and  do  not  reft,  Simii'e, 
When  as  the  windes  do  ftriue  againft  the  tyde, 

So  rag’d  Marfifa  rather  more  then  JelTe, 

And  for  mcere  (pite  could  not  a word  exprefle. 

2,1 

But  hurles  about  her  blade  with  all  her  force. 

Not  caring  what  (he  ftrikes,nor  wheTe,nor  how, 

Whither  vpon  the  horfeman  or  the  horfe. 

Her  rage  in  her  no  rcafon  did  allow: 

Bradamant  cake  as  voyde  of  all  rcmorlc. 

Minding  tobreake  that,that  refufdto  bow. 

Ran  at  her  with  the  fpeare  that  would  not  miCTe, 

And  once  againe  made  her  the  ground  to  kifle. 

Cc  iij 
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Butonce  againevpon  her  feete  flic  gettcth. 

And  with  her  fword  reucngcmcnt  Ihc  intends , 
Each  fall  flic  hathjhcr  furie  (harper  whetteth, 

Yet  ftill  (lie  falls, and  can  haue  none  amends. 

The  fpcare  his  woted  force  force  ncuer  forgetteth 
For  all  it  touches  to  the  ground  it  fends} 

Had  not  thefpeare  bcen(as  it  was)cnchauntcd. 
It  could  not  fo  Marfifas  force  hauc daunted. 

Some  of  our  men  were  hither  come  the  while, 
Imeanclbmc  oftheChriftcnhoft,that  lay 
Encampedjneare  the  town  within  a mylc. 

So  as  the  walls  of  Arlie  fee  they  mayj 
And  thinking(for  her  fex  did  them  beguile) 

Some  knight  of  theirs  maintaind  fo  great  a fray, 
They  thither  came  with  will,and  with  delight. 

To  fee  fo  fierce,  and  well  maintaynd  a fight. 

H 

Whom  when  as  ^^ramant  from  far  efpyde. 

Thinking  they  came  to  bring  their  knight  afli- 
He  thought  itbeft  in  wifedom  toprouidc,(ftauce. 
If  they  Ihould  offer  forccjto  make  rcfiftauncc: 
Wherefore  he  pointed  fonie  that  of  their  fide. 
May  (land  from  that  fame  place  a litle  diftaunce. 
Of  this  laft  crcw,?^fro  was  the  firft, 

With  whom  thedamfellfo  to  fight  did  third. 

And  feeing  now,how  fierce  the  combat  gro’th. 
Betwixt  thtfe  two,to  whom  he  wiflit  none  dl. 
Although  in  fondry  kinds  he  fauord  both, 

Tone  was  forloue,thc  tother  bare  good  willj 
To  fuffer  them  to  fight  he  was  full  loth. 

Although  for  honors  fake  he  mud  be  dill, 

Elfe  furc  he  could  haue  found  it  in  his  hart. 

To  dep  between  thcm,and  the  fray  to  part. 

26 

But  they  that  with  him  from  the  Citie  came. 

Seeing  the  Chriden  champion  was  fo  drong, 
Stept  in  betwixt  her  and  the  tother  dame. 

And  fo  withdrew  Marfifa  them  Among,  ^ 

Which  aft  the  other  Chridens  did  inflame. 

So  that  with  minde  to  vengc  fo  foule  a wrong. 
They  dept  in  toithus  both  fides  cryde  alavmc. 
And  foonc  the  skirmilli  waxed  frclh  and  warmc. 

Such  as  before  were  armed,ouc  do  runne. 

They  that  vnarmed  were, their  armour  take. 

And  fomc  runne  out  on  footejon  horfeback  fome, 
Each  to  his  danderd  doth  him  felfe  betakej 
The  diuers  found, of  trumpet  and  of  drome. 

That, doth  the  horfemen,this  the  footmen  wake. 
But  BraJamant  is  malcontent  and  wrath. 

To  thinkc  Marfifa  thus  efcaped  hath. 

28 

Thenlookt  (hewiflilieall  about  the  place. 

To  finde  out  him  that  caufed  all  her  care. 

At  lad  (he  knew  him,thoughnotby  his  face. 

Yet  by  the  argent  iEglc  that  he  bare; 

And  vewing  well  his  pcrfon,and  good  grace. 

His  goodlie  dature,and  his  feature  rare. 

She  ragl’d  to  thinkc  an  other  Ihould  pofTeffe  it. 
And  inihefefecrctwordslhc  doth  expreffeit. 


a? 

Shall  any  other  then  that  fwcet  lipp  kifle? 

And  I in  loue  thereof  dill  mourne  and  pync? 

Shall  any  other  then,  pofl'efl'c  my  blifler 
Shalt  thou  an  others  be, if  none  of  mine? 

No  certes, rather  then  to  (ulfer  this. 

Thou  by  my  hand  (halt  dye, or  I by  thine. 

If  in  this  life  we  Ihallbeioyned  neucr. 

Death  onelie  be  the  mcane  to  ioyne  vs  cucr. 

30 

Though  if  that  thou  (houldd  fortune  me  to  kil'. 

Thy  deadi  by  right, ihould  pacific  my  fpirit; 

For  lawesappoint,who  guiltles  blond  dofpill. 

Shall  for  reward  the  doome  of  death  inherit: 

Yet  dill  Khallfudainethe  greater  ill. 

For  1 (hould  guiltlcfle  dye, but  thou  by  merit, 

I killing  thee, kill  one  that  hates  me  meet  lie. 

Thou  killing  me,kilid  one  that  loues  thee  deerlie. 

3> 

Why  (houldd  not  thou  (my  had)  be  drong  and  bold, 

Thar  by  thy  ftroke,his  hard  heart  may  be  riuen  ? 

Who  vnto  me,(harpc  wounds  and  manifold. 

In  time  ofloues  fweet  peace  & truce  hath  giuen, 

And  doth  cu’n  now  with  flony  heart  behold. 

The  wofull  date  to  which  poore  I am  driuen. 

Heart  now  be  dout,to  take  thy  iud  rcuenge. 

Let  his  one  death,thy  thoufand  dcathes  auenge. 

31 

With  that  athim  (he  runncs,but  fird  alloud, 

Defend  thy  felfe(  falfc)(lic  fayd, 

And  thinke  not  thou  (halt  feape  w (poils  fo  proud,  ^ »/ 

Ofheart  fubducd,of  afilJie  mayd. 

Upger^iwho  to  her  him  felfe  had  vowd. 

And  to  offend  her  grcatlie  was  affrayd. 

Held  vp  his  gantlet  vnto  her  in  token. 

That  he  with  her  defired  tohauelpoken. 

33  . 

He  would  her  wrath  with  kind  words  hauc  appeafed, 

And  (howd  her  how  the  caufe  he  brake  his  day. 

Was  that  with  grieuous  wounds  he  lay  difeafed, 

Which  forced  him, againd  his  will  to  day: 

But  at  this  time  (he  w.as  lb  fore  dilplcafed. 

She  would  not  harken,  what  he  had  to  fay. 

But  with  her  fpeare  in  rcd,onhim(hc  runneth. 

Who  fuch  vnkind  encounter  greatlie  (hunneth, 
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But  when  he  faw,(hc  was  lb  ra(h  and  hcaddic. 

And  that  her  droller  now  fo  great  did  grow. 

That  (he  was  in  her  full  career  alrcadic, 

H e puts  his  fpcare  in  rcd,at  lead  for  (how, 

.^nd  forward  fetts,butwhen  (he  was  eu’nreadic. 

Him  to  haue  gcu’n  a (harpe  difgracefull  blow, 

(Whither  it  were  that  (he  eu’n  then  recanted. 

Or  that  her  heart  to  harmc  him,courage  wanted) 
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She  bare  her  launce  alo&<iuice  ou'r  his  cred. 

And  (b  ofpurpofe,that  fame  courfc  (he  mid. 

Yet  lb,as  by  the  manner  might  be  gued. 

She  could  haue  hit  him  furer,had  flic  lid. 

And  wrath  and  rage  dill  boyling  in  her  bred. 

To  bend  her  force  gaind  him. (he  did  defid, 

But  in  that  mood,no  litle  harme  (lie  workes, 

Vnto  the  other  foiildiers  of  thcTurkcs. 

In 
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In  litlc  time,  flic  with  tier  gilded  launce. 

Had  caufd  three  hundred  men  on  ground  to  lye. 

So  that  the  conqueft  to  the  part  of  Fraunce, 

Was  thought  to  hauc  been  gayned  foie  thereby: 

fecks  her  out,and  laft  by  chaunce. 

He  Ipeakes  to herjand  faith  (my  dcare)l  dye. 

But  1 may  talke  widiyou;what  hauc  I done 
Alas,thatyou  my  conference  fliouldfliunne? 

37 

£in.i!t.  Aswlicn  the  fothem  wmdcwithlukcwarmcblaft, 
Breathmg  on  hills  where  winter  long  had  dwelt, 
Refolues  the  rocks  of  ife,that  hung  fo  faft. 

And  all  the  new  made  mounts  of  fnow  doth  melt: 
So  with  this  gentle  pray  r,ihoughfpokc  in  haft. 

The  damfcllluch  an  inward  motion  felt. 

That  fodainlicherhardncd  heart  didfoften. 

As  vnto  women  kind  it  chaunceth  often. 
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Yet  anlwcr  made  flic  noncjbnt  held  her  peace, 

Onely  (he  turned  Rabican  afldc, 

Andhafting  toget  outofthat  famepreafe, 
Bcckncd  to  himjthat  after  her  he  ride: 

Thus  went  (he  thecc,with  mmdc  cnclind  to  peace, 
Vnto  a vallie, where  on  cither  fide, 

A groue  of  Cypres  fo  eu’n  fet  was  feen. 

As  if  they  all  of  one  felfe  ftampc  had  been. 

39 

Amid  this  groue  a goodliefepulturc 
Was  builr,which  thefe  fayr  Cypres  trees  did  (hade 
OfPorphyric  and  marble,  white  and  pure. 

And  fayre  engrau’n,to  (how  why  it  was  madej 
, But  of  the  tombe  (he  tooke  no  care  nor  cure. 

But  there  expefted  in  the  open  glade, 

Vntill  l{ogere  hau  ing  made  good  haft, 

C ame  to  the  wood  and  damfcll,  at  the  laft. 
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But  of  Mafift  now  I mull  you  tell. 

Who  hauing  got  by  this, her  horfe  againe. 

Her  loftie  hcart,with  rancor  great  did  Iwell, 

To  be  reueng’d  of  this  foule  fufFcrd  ftainc, 

And  feeing  where  (he  went, as  it  befell. 

And  how  followdher  amayne. 

She  litle  thinketh  that  it  is  for  loue. 

But  rather  tliat  they  may  the  combat  proue, 
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wherefore  to  follow  them, (he  thinkes  it  bed. 

So  as  (he  came  almoft  as  foone  as  they. 

But  what  a tedious  .and  vnweUcome  gueft. 

She  feemd  toboth,onc  (bone  coniefture  may; 
Much  (ure  it  did  the  Dordondame  molcft. 

Who  foie  to  her,  faults  did  lay. 

Deeming  that  to  come  thither  nothing  mou’d  her 
But  that  i^er(»,in  ill  fon  had  lou’d  her. 
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And  folfe,R()»fro  (he  againe  doth  name. 

And  was  it  not  inough(falfe  man)faid  (he. 

That  of  thy  faHhood  I (hould  here  by  fame? 

But  that  I with  thefe  eyes  the  fame  (hould  fee  ? 
But  fith  I finde  thou  doft  thy  aftions  frame, 
Todriue  me  with  vnkindndfes  from  thee, 

I am  content  to  dyCjbut  earl  dycyct. 

She  that  did  caufe  it,dearely  (hall  abuy  it. 


Thus  as  a Viper  angric  and  malicious,  SitBUi. 

Minding  indeed  to  do  her  bed  to  kill 
Her, that  was  come  in  manner  fo  fufpitious,  (will) 

(Though  (he  came  more  for  wrath  ,the  for  good- 
With  gilded  lauce,flic  gius  a blow  pernitious. 

That  quite  vnhon'edhcr,  for  all  her  skill: 

Backward  Marfifa  fcll,and  in  the  durt, 

Her  head  ftuckc  faft,but  had  no  further  hurt. 
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Duke  Ammons  daughter  that  refolues  to  dye. 

Or  kill  her  foc,(o  much  her  felfe  forgcitcth. 

That  thinking  to  di(patch  her  by  and  by. 

Before  her  head  out  of  the  myr  e (lie  getteth. 

The  golden  launce  (he  will  no  farther  try,  (tcib, 

But  throws  it  down,as  wracli  her  courage  whet- 
And  toperformc  the  fcat,hcr  fword  (he  drav/cs. 
Therewith  offcarc,tocut  away  the  caufe. 

45 

Butcar(hcc3melbncare,  Marfifa  met  her. 

Like  vnto  onc,with  fpitc  and  fcorne  halfc  mad, 

Tothinke  that  now  againe  (he  fped  nobetter, 

And  that  a while  before  (hcfpedlbbadi 
So  rhat  I{pgero  could  by  no  meanes  let  her 
From  fighting, which  to  ftop  great  will  he  had. 

But  both  of  them  with  choller  were  fo  blinded. 

They  fought  hke  bedlem  folke,  & defprat  minded. 

4<J 

They  came  vnto  the  halfe  fword  at  the  furft. 

And  with  their  rage,forgctting  rules  of  skill. 

Their  oner  much  defire, to  do  their  word, 

W as  onclie  caufe jthat  they  could  do  none  ill; 

Their  hearts  were  rcadiefor  delpite  toburft, 

And  either  pu rpofing  to  dye  or  kill, 

Leaueth  her  fword  afidc,in  minde  fuppofing, 

Witli  ftabbe  to  kill  each  other  at  the  doling. 
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l{ogtro  funders  them, and  both  entreateth. 

To  pacific  them  felucs,but  all  in  vainc; 

Then  of  their  daggers  he  them  both  defeateth. 

And  by  perfwafions  mou’d  them  both  againe; 

Somtimehe  fpeaketh  fayre, fomtime  he  threateth 
Excep  t they  will  at  his  rcqiieft  abftainc: 

But  thefe  viragoes,will  not  though  defift. 

Though  weapons  wantjthey  fight  with  feet  & fill. 
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He  ftepps  between  againe, and  backc  he  drawes. 

Now  onc,and  then  the  tothei  by  the  flccucs, 

And  makes  them  botli  againft  their  wills  to  paufe; 

At  which, not  a Ltlc  grieucs: 

Herfcife  to  grcaclic  wronged  in  the  caufe. 

And  him  to  be  to  parciallftie  beleeucs; 

Wherefore  his  fred(hip  (he  doth  quite  difclayme. 

And  open  warres  with  him  (he  doth  proclay  me. 

49 

And  taking  vp  her  fword,in  termes  moft  vile. 

She  faifh  he  plays  the  chiirlilh  villenspart. 

And  that  he  greatlie  doth  him  felfe  beguile, 

To  thinkc  her  fight,againft  her  will  to  part. 

Swearing  (he  will,within  a litlc  while, 

Ofhis  own  follie,make  him  fccle  the  fmart; 

And  that  (he  will  hcnccfoorth  (b  (hort  him  curbe. 

He  (hall  not  darc,her  combat  todtfturbe. 

Cc  iiij 
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7hefetn’o  Citits 
bt  names  chief- 
Rejtecaufe  by 
meanesef  the 
fiate  »f  learned 
men,  they  had 
many  notable 
desufesfrefeuted 
en  their  Stages 
and  Tbtattrt. 


The  Itl^e  it  I'l 
ytrgtU  tf  Pod- 
dona. 

Gemitus  lachry- 
mabilu  into  ou- 
dttuT  tumuli  df- 
vox  reUita  fcTm 
turaiattres. 


I{»^ero  ftill  bare  all  her  words  as  words, 

And  fought  by  fpcach  her  to  banc  pacified; 

But  feeing  that  it  needs  muft  come  to  fwords. 
And  that  with  blowes,noc  fpeachesfiiercplyed, 
No  longer  time  to  talking  he  afFoords, 

But  to  his  w'eapon  he  him  felfe  apply ed, 

And  being  moued  now  with  rightflill  anger. 

To  lauc  him  felfe, he  oft  put  her  in  d anger. 

jx 

Neuer  did  (pcftacle  breed  more  delight, 

In  {lately  Rome  or  Athens  {b  well  learned, 

Tlien  Bradamant  did  take^to  fee  this  fight. 

In  which  {he  now  apparantly  difccrned. 

That  of  their  loue,lhe  had  not  iudged  right; 

Now  iealoufie,and  all  that  it  concerned, 
SulpitionjfearejmiftniftjSc  wrath, and  fi  anzie, 
Are  of  the  fodain  quite  put  from  her  fanfic. 

And  taking  vp  her  {word, (lie  {lands  not  far, 
Alindingnotyet  aw  hile  the  fray  to  part. 

She  thinkes  in  him  {he  fees  the  God  of  war. 

Such  grace  Bogero  vldjfuch  skil],fuch  art: 

And  totherfeemd  in  that  vnpleafantiarrc. 

Some  helliili  fury,(fo  {lie  playd  her  part) 

Yet  true  it  is  that  he  awhile  ioibare  her. 

Nor  did  his  wor{l,but  did  of  purpofe  {pare  her. 

S3 

Heknew  the  fecrct  vertue  of  his  blade. 

Which  he  had  tryde  in  many  battells  well. 

That  euermore  away  and  entraunce  made. 
Whole  charmc  all  charmed  arms  didfar  excel!; 
Whereforehe  doth  not  ficrflieher  inuade, 

With  bloudy  blowes,nor  fcarefull  thrufts  and  full, 
But  flatling  {till  he  caufd  his  blowes  to  light. 

Till  once  he  was  of  patience  put  out  quite. 

For  once  Marfifa, with  intention  {hrowd, 

Strake  with  fuch  fiiric  at  Beauer, 

That  with  that  bio  w {he  verie  plainly  Ihowd, 
That  to  haue  killd  him  {he  didherindeaucr, 
I{ogero  with  his  argent  iEgle  trowd. 

From  daunger  of  the  flroke  him  felfe  to  feuer. 

But  though  y {liield  brake  not(gramercy  charme) 
Yctvnderneaththe  {hield  it  floundhis  arme. 

SS 

Happic  it  was  Don  Hedors  {hield  was  thcare, 

Elfe  had  {he  put  him  vnto  furdcr  payne, 

Scarfe  could  he  now  the  malTie  target  bearc, 
Scarfc  now  die  filuer  bird  he  could  fuftainc: 

Now  he  intends  no  longer  to  forbeare, 
Buthurleth  out  a foync,with  force  lb maync, 
(Ragingwiih  that  lace  blow  fo  fierce  and  bitter) 
Woe  vnto  poore  Marfifa, had  it  hit  her. 

I know  not  what  good  Angell  did  her  keepe. 

The  thruft  mift  her,and  in  a tree  it  llrakc. 

And  enterdm  the  fame  a {haftman  deepe. 

And  on  the  fodain  all  the  hill  did  quake; 

A fecrct  horror  on  them  all  did  creepe. 

Seeing  the  hill,the  trees,and  tombe  to  {hake. 

Till  from  that  fepulcher,a  voyce  proceeding. 
Spake  vnto  them, all  human  voyce  exceeding. 


The  voyce  to  them  with  no  Imall  terror  eryde. 

File  not  your  h3nds,nor  harts, with  fo  great  fin. 

It  is  akinde  of  cruellparracide. 

To  feeke  to  kill,bcingfoncarcofkin.’ 

Wherefore  I charge  you, lay  all  hate  afide. 

And  markx  my  lpeach,and  ail  containd  therein, 

1 fay, you  both  were  gotten  of  one  feed. 

One  wombe  you  bare, one  brell  you  both  did  feed. 

, 58 

Afy  dearc  J^o^ffOjmy  Marfifa  deaxe. 

Let  not  ^e  lifter  feeke  to  kill  the  brother. 

But  Icarnc  ofmc,fom  things  thattuchyou  neare. 
Which  former  timesjinignoraunce  did  fmothcr; 
Your  fire,I(o"fro  hight,  who  that  fame  ycarc. 

He  gatyou  ofDamcG.j//<jfe//yourmothcr, 

Was  by  your  vnclcs  of  his  life  depriued. 

Who  aJlb your  deftruftion  thus  contriued. 
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They  put  your  mother  in  a ftiercIelTc  boat, 

Being  as  thcn,ofyou  twayne  great  with  child, 

A nd  in  the  Ocean  wide  they  let  her  float. 

There  to  be  fteru'd  or  drownd  in  waters  wilder 
Bur  loe  how  fortune  holpe  the  lucklclTe  Jotc, 
Andcaryou  yet  were  borne,vpon you  fmilde. 

For  why  againft  all  hope  or  expedation. 

Your  mother  madc,a  happic  nauigation. 
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And  being  fafe  arriu'd  at  Syrtec  Ihore, 

There  atone  burdc  fhe  brought  foorth  both  yew, 
And  thcn(as  iflhe  ought  this  world  no  more) 

Her  blcfledfouIc,to  Paradife  vp  flew; 

But  there  by  hap(ch3nlccs  be  to  God  therefore) 

I was  at  handjand  when  the  caufe  Ikncw, 

I did  as  much,ear  I the  place  did  leauc. 

As  fuch  a barren  foylc  would  geue  mclcauc. 
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Your  mother  then,in  duft  of  earth  I lapt, 

(Our  auncient  mother)  to  which  all  muft  go. 

And  in  my  clclccyour  litle  felues  I wrapt. 

Seeking  fome  meancs  to  noriih  y ou,wncn  loe, 

A Lioneffe  drat  late  had  whelpt  there  hapr. 

To  come  in  fight,while  I went  to  and  froc; 

Her  did  I make  to  leaue  her  proper  whelpes. 

And  geue  you  fucke,thcn  wanting  otherhclpcs. 

T cn  monthes  and  ten  in  forrefts  wild  and  moorifh, ' 
The  Lions  tetts  you  vfed  were  tofucke, 

After  I learnd,with  wild  fleih  you  to  noriih. 

Such  as  I could jofbears,or  ftagge,and  bucke:  • 

But  when  you  now  began  in  ftrength  to  florilh. 
One  day  while  I was  lacke,by  euiJl  lucke, 

A band  of  fierce  Arabians  comming  thither. 
Would  haue  conuayd  you  both  fro  thcce  togithcr. 

But  thou  B.sgero  when  thou  faw’ft  them  comming, 
Didft  faue  thy  felfe  from  that  mifliap  by  flight. 

But  thou  Marfifa, notMwihWc  running, 

Wert  tane  and  quicklie  carid  out  of  fight; 

To  fetch  thee  backe  againe  I wanted  cunning. 

For  which  I foride  many  day  and  night. 

But  as  the  Ioffe  of  tone  did  make  me  fad. 

So  of  the  tother,grcater  care  1 had. 


Stmtntt. 


Ah 


OF  ORLANDO  FVRIOSO* 


«4 

Ah  my  I^();?M,thou  thy  fclfe  canft  tcU, 

If  thine  ,4tlanta\Q\i'ii  thcc  while  heliued, 

1 faw  the  ftarres  fomc  eiiill  happs  foretell, 

That  thou  lhouldfthaue,which  me  not  litlc  gric- 
Yet  I endeuord  ftill  as  thou  knowft  well,  (ucd. 
That  by  my  meanes  y might’fthaue  bin  rclicucd. 
But  finding  thcc  ftill  contrarie  cncUned, 

For  very  gricfe,  at  laft  I dy’d  and  pined. 

But  here  Ibuilt  this  tombe  afore  I dyed. 

Where  1 forefaw  you  two  Ihould  make  this  frayj 
uU^hS  And  being  dead, to  Charon  lowd  I c^cd, 

tht'Ptttts  fnne  TofufTcrmthiswoodmyghofttoltray, 
tt  be  larjmM  Vntill  this  fight, to  me  fotefignified, 

Should  happen, which  was  done  this  prefent  day. 
Now  {hall  my  foulc  from  hence  depart  in  peace. 
Now  Br<*<^4m<wrf,thy  iealoufie  may  ccafc. 
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Thus  faid  the  voycc,and  left  them  all  amafed, 

With  wonder  great, and  {frangenes  of  the  cafe, 
And  when  awhile  each  had  on  other  gafed. 

They  met  in  kindeft  manner  ,and  imbracej 
Nor  Bradamanthct  fclfe, who  earff  was  crafcd 
With  iealoufie, now  tooke  it  in  difgracc. 

To  fee  her  Ipoufcjwhcn  he  mofl  kmdlie  kift  her. 
Being  aflured,that  {he  was  his  filter. 

* 

Thus  they  agreed  at  laft, and  cither  twin. 

Calling  to  m indc  feme  aftes  of  childilh  yearcs. 
What  they  had  faid  and  doncjwhcre  they  had  bin, 
Which(eu‘cn  with  tender  hcarc)made  them  (hed 
At  laft,thc  worthic  brother  doth  begin,  (tearcs: 
To  tell  Marfifa  what  great  louc he  beares 
To  Byadamant^'fi]\om  he  to  wed  intends, 

And  fo  atlengthhc  made  themfaithfuU  frends, 
(58 

Then  all  parts  pacifide  fo  well  at  length, 

Marfifa  doth  entreat  her  noble  brother. 

To  tell  to  her  the  ftoric  more  at  length. 

Of  that  fo  ftraunge  exiling  of  her  mother. 

And  if  their  fire  were  flaine  by  fraud,  or  ftrcngthj 
And  who  it  was  that  wrought  the  tone  or  tothcr: 
For  fure(fayd  lhc)eithcrlncuerhcardic, 
Orchildifhncsjdid  make  me  not  regard  it. 

69 

J^o^ero  tells  hcr,how  of  Troian  race. 

From  H t8or  they  be  lineallie  difeended, 
fme  (of  fpcc'ialj  grace, 

n»ue  wu  Scaping  yUfjes  and  the  mares  intended, 

ly  ytiffesMthu  Leaning  a childc  oflike yeares  inhis  place) 
ieel^f  the  Forth  of  that  countrie  to  the  fea  defccnded, 

mviit  Hjia.  And  came  to  Sicill after  trauell long, 

And  tooke  Mefina,and  grew  very  ftrong. 

70 

His  oflpring  ftill  cncreafing  in  renown, 

Calabria  rul’d  in  part,and  thence  to  Phare, 
iht  And  came  at  laft  to  dwellin  Mars  his  town, 

«■/  <frt.  j many  a noble  Emperour  and  rare. 

In  ftatclie  Roomc,haue  worn  th’Impcriall  crown, 
Of  {iich  as  from  this  ftocke  defccnded  arc. 

From  Conjiance  and  from  Confiantin  accounting, 
ToTjffin  and  bis  fonne  them  all  furmounung. 


71 

J^o^ero  firft,and  / amharon  of  thefe, 

i^««i,/^»»44W«#,and  agayne,  tnfmua  trm 

O f whom(as ^r/4»t  told)fau’d from  the feas,  'fiory^^av^ 
Our  mother  by  the  (horc  brought  fortli  vs  twayn,  intttltd  ^Itnote 
Their  aftes  in  auncient  ftorics  they  that  plcafc  winch  notwi^ 
Tolookc,may  finde  them  there  recorded plaync: 

Then  tells  he  how  there  came  Vai^-^golant, 

With  Mmontyind  thefireof.^^r4w»4;tf. 

7i 

How  that  kings  daughtcr,a  moft  noble  mayd. 

In  feates  of  armes  fo  valerous  did  proue. 

That  diuers  Palladinesfhe  oucrlaydj 
And  then  with  that,{(p^fro  fell  in  louc. 

And  of  her  fathers  anger  not  afffayd, 

Marridin  Chriftcn  ftatc,as  did  bchoue: 

How  after  this, one  Beltram  fought  by  treafon, 
inceftuous  loue  ofher,againft  allrcafon. 

And  for  that  caufe  his  brothers  and  his  fire. 

And  his  owne  natiue  foyle  he  did  betray. 

Opening  Rifa,at  his  foes  dcfircj 
Which  being  tane,and  feafd  on  as  a pray, 
and  his  fonnes  enflamd  with  ire, 

Tooke  Gallacell  om  mother,whcre  {he  lay. 

Six  months  with  child, and  put  l]cr  in  a boat. 

And  in  the  Ocean  wide  they  let  her  float. 
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Marfifa  all  this  whilc,with  gladfomechcare, 

Vnto  her  new  known  brothers  talc  attended. 

And  in  her  mindc  reioyced  much  toheare. 

That  of  fo  noble  houfc  {he  was  difeended; 

From  which  M ongram came y as  doth  appearc, 

And  that  of  Clarmount  fo  much  commended, 
which  houfes  both,l5g  in  great  fame  had  florilhcd, 

For  diuers  noble  perfons  they  had  nourilhed. 

7? 

But  when  o£^granumt  ftie  heard  him  fay. 

How  both  his  grandflre,vncle,and  fome  other, 
Confentedhad  their  father  to  betray. 

And  in  fo  crucll  fort  to  vfe  their  mother; 

She  could  not  fuffer  any  longer  ftay. 

But  breaking  of  his  tale,fayd  noble  brother, 

(W ith  your  good  fauour)  you  hau  e to  much  wrog, 

Toleauc  your  father  vnreueng’dfo  long. 

76 

Ifnot  m^lmontynoxTraianoihloody 

You  can  auenge  this  ill,fith  they  be  gone. 

Yet  ought  you  to  auenge  it  on  their  brood; 

Liucyou?and  let  you  ^gramani  alone? 

This  blor,exccpt  it  quickly  be  withftood, 

W ill  {hamc  you  cucr,if  it  once  be  known 
That  he,  that  did  this  wrong  not  onely  liueth. 

But  that  to  you, he  entertainment  giueth. 

77 

But  for  my  part(raid  {he)by  Chrift  I vow, 

(Whom  as  my  father  did,fo  ferue  I will) 

That  I will  not  leaue  armes, till  I know  how. 

To  venge  my  fathers  and  my  mothers  ill; 

And  much  1 {hall  lamcnc,and  do  eu’n  now, 

If  in  that  Pagan  campc  you  tarie  ftill. 

Or  cucr  {hould  be  fecn  therein  hereafter. 

Except  it  were  to  workc  their  harmc  & llaughcer. 


though  net 
mufo. 


mptU  a 

gotd  mportmtt 
tn  the  lountrit 
«f  Rhcgti  nettrt 
mvuut  yifltm 
ninunt. 


ioi 


Jntbii  ntrtati/i 
my  authourfeU 

trtA 


3®4 


THE  XXXVI.  BOOKE 


78 

Obhow  did  BratUmant  at  this  rdoyce? 

Adiiiiinghiai  to  follow  that  diredion. 

And  to  geue  care  vnto  his  fillers  voyce, 

To  leaue  fo  vile  a phee^and  bafe  lubiedion. 

And  cleauc  to  Charles  as  to  the  better  choife, 
Whoglady  would  rcccauehim  inprotedion. 

Of  which(lhc  raid)onc  furc  figne  Ihe  did  gathcr> 
She  heard  him  oftjfo  to  cxtoll  his  fatlicr. 
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1{p^ero  anfvyers  thus  with  great  regard, 

(My  dcate)this  to  haue  done  at  firft  I ougjit, 

But  then  indeed  the  troth  I had  not  hard. 
Whereby  I might  my  dutic  haue  been  taughc 
Now  fich  that  hath  nic  prefard, 

Ifhisdcftrudion  Ihouldby  mcbclbught, 

Being  his  feruauntjand  a dayly  way  tor. 

The  world  might  iullly  deeme  I were  a tray  tor. 

80 

Butthismy  meaning  wasjandfo  it  is. 

To  finde  fome  mcancs  I may(with  honor)part, 
-Which  when  I hauc,thcn  furc  I will  not  miifc  , 
To  come  and  to  requite  your  great  defort; 

And  that(quothhe)Ihadperformdear  this, 
Saue  that  a caufe(of  which  I felt  the  fmart) 
Caufd  me  to  ftray,thc  wouds  the  Tartar  gaueme. 
So  as  my  frends  had  much  to  do  to  fauc  me. 
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And  Ihe  knowes  wcll,that  holpe  me  at  my  need. 

And  cu’ric  day  did  fit  by  my  beds  fide: 

Thus  much  he  faid,buc  they  that  tooke  good  heed 
To  all  he  faid,in  canieft  fort  replide, 

Howbeit  at  the  lall  it  was  agreed. 

That  he  fo  long  with  ^gramant  Ihould  bide. 

Till  he  Ibmc  honorable  caufe  might  finde. 

To  leaue  his  mailer, and  to  chaungehisminde. 

8a 

WcUfquoth  Marjifay^hc  needs  will  go. 

Then  let  him  go,but  I will  you  alTiirc, 

That  (hordie  I will  vfe  the  matter  fo. 

He  Iballrmt  long  with  endure; 

This  faid  Ihe  vhto  Br adamant, hnt  thoe. 

She  told  not  how  Ihe  would  the  fame  procure. 
Thus  for  chat  time  Bfgero  brake  this  parlie. 

And  turnd  hishorfc,to  turne  againe  to  Arhe. 
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When  loe  they  chaunll  a fodain  cry  to  hcare. 
Proceeding  from  the  next  adioyning  vale. 

The  voyce  did  fccmc,whc  they  approched  neare. 
To  be  fome  damfelisjchat  for  helpe  did  calle: 

But  who  it  was,hereafteryou  Ihallheare, 

For  now  of  force  I mull  cut  of  my  tale, 
Prayingyou  my  abruptnes  to  cxcufc. 

And  in  the  next  you  Ihalj  hcarc  further  newer. 


MuraS. 


Hilh*:Ic. 


AUcg«tic. 


ABufion. 


tn  the  beginning  of  this  Csntojhe  Jpealtes  againfi  cruelties  the  mofl  ymthle  thing  that  can  be  yfed in  peaceortrarret  for 
thoughwarre  of  it felfe  is, and  muji  needs  be  blondy  in  the  heatethereof,yet  it  hath  euerbem  detejled  and  contrary  to  all  war- 
lilfe  difcipline,to  \iS  thofe  tiuu  haue  no  mapmin  hand,  wherefore  noble  Trinces  wdL  euer  makffi^re  warres/e  Pitrhusjiirf 
in  Ennius. 

Quorum  virtuti  belli  fortuna  pepercic 
Horundem  me  libertaci  parccre  certum  ell. 

Whofe  life  the  fortune  of  the  warres  doth  fauc, 

Franklic  I grauni  that  they  their  frecdomc  haue. 

Cmeltie  enerproceedes jre'm  a yile  rmnd.e,tni  often from  a cowardlie  heart , that  haue  nothing  in  their  tnindet  mr  mouthet 
fc»t(Mortui  non  mordcnt)wW> befrdeit « ynchrifien,is aljofalfe.-forthe Scripture fattb The  bloud  of  Abdl  cryed foe 
Tcngeaunce,4>»il  it  is  a better  apprtHedprouerheinEngiand(blottd  will  haste  blosed.') 

1 n BradamantjWe  further  note  the  bad  effe6ls  ofiealoufre,  I n Rogcro  that  after  his  lot^forbearaunce,  at  laft  thought 
tobe  reuenged  on  l^vdfijWerm^fit  that  Lzfi  patientia  fit  fiiror  .’Pacience  proueltfd turnes  to furie. 

Cantelmus  whofe  death  he  fo  msHhbewt^led,W!is  tah^n  inmmmbufhmem  by  the  Venetian  axmie fsauing  yeriecouragi- 
mjlie  fallied ottt(ll>o:sgh  louius  writs  it  wot  againfi  his  wiU^with  another  companion  ofhis,who  fcaped  yerie  hardlie.  Can- 
iclmus  had  his  head  chopt  of entheJideofagaUie  in  fight  ofhis father-, againfi  wfsich  cnteltie  Aiiottoiufilie  imteigheth.A- 
Ilian  ax  fonnt  of  H c<fror(<»#  the  mofi  credible  authrs  writ)was  thrown  down  from  a high  towrtby\l\fjcs,w]»sn  bis  blots- 
diepolbcie  titonght  good  that  noneoftherace  of^iisxans/houldbeleftaliue  : but  nty  author  herefy  Vceticall  lketKe(^  ftr  I 
Jm-w  no  HifioricaUgroisd  of  it ) faith  that  he  wa*  fautd,andaboy  likf  Umput  in  his fieed-arsd  that  thece(^forfooth'^are  defee- 
ded  many  looufet  of  great  accountant  this  is  not  credible, and  thefrefident  thereof  is  perillottt,as  I will  (hew  in  the  AlU ficn. 

By  Atlants  partis^  the  fray  betwente  the  brother  and fifler,wt  may  in  AllegoricaU fence  yrtderfiandfhat  whediuers  that 
art  neart  ofkfnftll  .it  yariauiKe,there  ts  nothing  fo  auaylablefor  recorscilit^  of them  , as  the  memorie  of fome  of  tJxir  worthio 
auncefioTSjcvhkh  in  wtUdifpofed  rmndes  wiUfiirre  a great  reuerence,and  be  a rhmg  motiue  ynto  them  to  geue  outr  their  yn- 
naturall  contentions. 

Ccncerning  the fauing  o/'Allianax,  it  putts  me  in  mirtde  of  one  or  two  perillosu  examples,  recorded  in  our  Cronicles,  of  the 
Perkin  Warbeckc  , who faimd Ijimfelfeto beKichurdthe younger Jhnne ofEdviitdtbe fofsrth,  that 
was  murdfred  in  theT  owre.  But  what  a troMtgrew  by  that  puppet  for  a time,miy  there  be  fetn^  which  tlx  Cronicles Jit  out 
yerie  largsdiet 


Here  end  the  Annotations  vpon  the  xstvlbookc. 


Tht  pr4if€  tf 
wurntn.  . /* 
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THE  ARGVMENT. 

Rogero  with  his  fifler  aKd  his  fpoufe. 

Find  V llanie  halfe  flrtpt  and  ftrangelj  vfid. 
Straight  each  of  them,  hut  chufe(J\'tarfifd  vowes 
To  be  auengd  on  him  that  hermifujed. 

She  heares  the  law  that  women  none  allowes-^ 

She  finds  the  man  that  hath  the  fixe  refitfitb 
She  plagues  the  tyrant,  for  his  proud  behautour, 
c^ndmakes  another  law  tn  womens  fauour. 


F worthic  Ladies  would 
but  takcfuchpainc. 

In  ftudicsthatimmortall 
gloric  raifc. 

As  they  do  often  take  in 
matters  vainc, 
Deferuing  none  at  all , or 
litlepraifc. 

Which  notwithftanding 
that  they  might  obtain. 
They  haue  employed  many  nights  and  dayes; 

To  haue  therby  fomc  trifling  want  fupplied. 

That  niggard  nature  had  to  them  denied. 

Andfunher,if  they  could  with  tlieir  owne  pen. 

Set  foorth  the  worthie  praiTe  of  their  owne  kind, 
And  not  to  be  beholding  vnto  men. 

Whom  hate  and  enuie  ofeentime  doth  blind. 

So  that  we  heare  the  good  but  now  and  then. 

But  eu'rie  place  full  of  their  ill  we  find; 

Then  fare  1 iudge,  their  praifes  would  be  fuch. 

As  hardly  men  Ihould  haue  attaindfo  much. 

3 

For  many  writers  do  not  only  ftriue. 

To  highly  to  extoll  our  fexes  fame. 

But  that  they  thinke  they  mutt  withall  contriue. 
To  publifli  womens  blemilh  and  their  blame; 
Fearing  belike,  lett  elfc  they  might  arriue. 

By  their  moftdue  defartjto  greater  name; 

And  fo  perhaps  therby  obfeure  our  praife. 

As  doth  a cloud  the  funnes  bright  flunmg  ray  cs, 

4 

But  yet,  for  all  fuch  fparingpens  do  write, 

Oxlauittr  toungs  can  fpeake  in  their  diigrace. 


Enforcing  eu’rie  ill  report  for  fpite» 

That  may  their  credits  llaundcr  and  deface. 

Still  we  fhall  find  their  glorie  Aiming  bright. 

Still  we  Aiall  fecj  it  keeps  a wordiic  place. 

Though  wanting  of  that  height  the  greater  parr. 

To  which  it  fliould  attaint  to  by  defart. 

J 

H4rpalice  and  T homerU  befide,  in  th* 

W ith  thofc  that  did  T »rnm  and  H ell  or  ay  d,  Hiftaru. 

Befides  her  that  in  compafie  of  Buis  hide. 

The  firtt  foundation  offairc  Carthage  layd> 

Zemtfia  eake,  and  Aie  that  quayld  the  pride 
Of  Affur,  and  both  Inde  and  Perfia  fray d; 

1 fay  there  haue  bin  many  more  to  theafe, 

That  haue  bin  famous  both  by  land  and  feas. 

6 

Nor  only  Rome  and  Greece  hauebred  fuch  (lore 
Offaithfull  matrons,  chaft,  and  flout,  and  wife. 

But  all  the  world  befide,  fome  leflc,fomc  more. 

From  whence  it  fets,to  where  the  fiinne  doth  rife.* 

Though  now  their  names  obfeured  are  fofore. 

That  few  or  none  of  them  come  to  our  eys: 

And  all  becaufe  they  that  in  thofe  dayes  wrate, 

W ere  enuious,and  falfejand  full  ofhatc. 

7 

Yet  ceafe  not  Ladies,  ye  that  venue  loue. 

To  follow  thatyour  courfe,andfo  good  way. 

And  let  not  feare,  your  minds  from  it  remoue,  ^ 

That  your  great  fame  hereafter  may  decay; 

For  true  it  is,  as  we  do  dayly  proue. 

No  good  nor  ill  can  ftand  ftill  at  one  ftay;  Stnuast, 

Though  writers  in  time  patt  were  notyourfrends. 

The  prefent  time  fliall  make  you  large  amends. 

The 


OF  ORLANDO  FVRIOSO. 


8 


The  worthie  writers  of  thisprcfcm  time, 

Haue  fct  your  worthie  prayfes  foto  vew, 

Some  in  graue  profejOnd  fome  in  learned  rime, 
As  none  (hall  need  this  warn  hctcaTter  rew. 
And  though  they  were  infeded  with  this  crime. 
Yet  in  ihisage,  fo  learn’dare  fome  of  you. 

So  well  acquaintedjwidt  the  noble  mufes. 

You  could yourfelucs,rcmcdicfuch  abufes.-“ 


9 


n tBt 

%/iliujiah 


,4ktinitrtn- 

aitd  Achilles, 
htetuft  he  had 
Jachafrayfertf 
Verntt, 


And  if  I fliould  recite  the  names  of  thofe,  * 

That  by  the  writers  of  our  times  are  prayfd. 

Or  that  them  felues  haue  wrote  in  verfc  or  prole, 
And  haue  their  own  and  oihers  glories  raifd. 

As  I might  pleafe  fome  few/o  Ifuppole, 

1 might  be  blam'd  of  othersjand  difpraifd. 

Either  omitting  lomc,to  do  them  wrong, 
Orrekning  alljto  tedious  wax,  and  long. 

10 

ShallIthcnallomitt>that  werenotwell,  r 

Sith  that  to  pleafe  them  all  ido  defire: 

Then  will  I chufe  fome  one, that  doth  excell 
The  reft  fofarre, as  none  may  dare  enuieher; 
Whofe  name  doth  in  fuch  height  of  honor  dwell. 
As  hard  it  isjfor  any  to  come  nyc  her, 

Whofe  learned  pen  fuch  priuilcdge  can  giuc, 

As  it  can  make  thofe^thai  arc  dead  to  liue. 

11 

For  cu’n  zsvMm  Ihines  on  cu’rie  ftar. 

Yet  on  his  lifter  cafts  his  fayreft  light, 

So  eloquence  and  grace  ay  fliining  are, 

More  vpon  her,then  any  other  wight, 
Andmaketh  her  topafle  the  reft  as  farre, 

As 7’^^ie.doth  the  other  ftarrs  in  night. 

Her  light  fofplcndent  is, and  lb  diuine. 

As  raises  an  other  Sunne  on  earth  to  Ihine. 

la 

f^/«9rMishername,a  moft  fit  name. 

For  one  in  triumphs  borne, in  triumphs  bred, 
That  paffeth  timefia  in  the  fame, 

Of  doing  honor  to  her  husband  ded5 
For  though  (he  did  creft  a wondrous  frame. 

For  her  Afow/o/eojwith  a Pyramed, 

Yet  which  is  morerto  lay  the  dead  in  graue. 

Or  elfe  fiom  death, with  learned  pen  to  faue? 

IfLaodamiejUnd  ifBrutue  wife, 

Euadne  chaft. 

Be  to  be  prayfed,as  they  arc  fo  rife, 

Becaufc  when  as  their  husbands  dayes  were  paft. 
They  willingly  foi  fooke  this  mortall  life: 

Then  in  what  height  muft  (he  of  right  be  plaft? 
That  fuch  a gift  vntoherlpoufe  doth  giuc. 

That  being  dcadjlhc  ftill  doth  make  him  liuc. 

And  if  the  great  Macedon  enuie  bare, 

Vnto.^f /;///«, for  Mconian  Lyre, 

Much  more  to  noble  Trams  of  Pefcare, 

He  would  haue  borne, whofc  prayfe  is  fouded  hyrey 
By  fuch  a wifcjlb  vertuous,chaft,and  rare. 

As  eu’en  thy  foule  it  felfe  could  not  defire, 

A louder  trump  thy  prayfes  out  to  found, 
Sithhardlie  can  a match  to  this  be  found. 
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But  to  conclude  both  thefe  and  others  prayfe, 

That  I may  follow  on  my  prefent  ftoric, 

1 fay  that  both  in  thefe, and  former  dayes. 

Women  ha'Uc  merited  great  fame  and  glorie; 
Which  though  by  writers  enuie  much  decayes. 

Yet  need  you  not  therefore  now  to  be  Ibrie, 
Becaufe  amongft  vs  all, it  i^  intended, 

T hat  this  foule  fault  hereafter  (hallbc  mendedi 

16 

Now  of  M arfifa  and  of  Bradamaia, 

I meanc  to  tell, that  ftiU  were  lb  viftorious. 

As  both  my  voyce  to  faynt,and  skill  c6  (cant 
Would  be,co’cout  their  famous  deeds  & gloriousj 
Yet  (hall  good  will  (b  far  fupplie  my  want. 

As  I will  reckon  thofe  were  moft  notorious. 

And  were  my  might  agreeing  to  my  mindc, 

1 would  deferue'as  well, of  all  their  kinde. 

17 

Ifyou  remember,!  declared  erft. 

How  good  Ksgero  purpofd  to  rcturnc. 

And  how  he  heard  the  found  I thenreherft. 

Of  fome  that  feemed  wofully  to  mourne; 

W hich  waylinglb  his  mindc  with  pitic  picrft. 

As  he  a while  his  iourney  did  adioumc, 

Botli  that  to  kilow  the  patties  he  defired. 

And  ment  to  fuccour  them,if caufc  required. 

18 

With  him  thofe  dames, the  noble  cofins  went. 

And  when  they  nearer  came  vnto  the  place. 
They  faw  three  damfells  wofully  lament, 
Straunglieapparelld  and  in  Ibriccalc, 

Their  clothing  all, had  been  dipt  of  and  rent, 

Vp  to  their  nauclls,to  their  foule  dilgrace, 

They  fitting  on  the  ground  and  durft  not  rile. 

To  hide  their  lecret  parts  from  ftraungers  eyes. 

19 

As  Vulcans  (onntfhyValloi  pointment  nurft) 
Whom(without  mother)got  of  earth  he  had, 
(For  whom.^^l4«r  was  p]ag’d,becaufe  ftie  durft, 
Looke  on  him  when  the  GodclTe  had  forbad) 

Sat  in  a coach(by  him  dcuifed  fiirft) 

T o hide  his  Icggs,  that  were  deformd  and  bad." 

So  fat  the  wofull  mayds,thcir  fecrets  hiding, 
Scarfc  from  the  ground,to  lift  their  looks  abiding. 

20 

The  foUle  prolpcft,did  with  great  wrath  inflame. 
The  worthie  dames, when  they  did  plain  it  vew. 
And  in  the  mayds  bchalfs,thcy  blulhi  for  lhame. 
As  do  in  Veftses  gardens,roles  new; 

But  Br adamant  as  moreneare  (he  came. 

Was  gricued  morcjfor  one  of  them  Ihe  knew, 
Whofe  name  viOsFllaniejihiX.  fince  a while. 

Was  vnto  France, fent  from  the  Ifland  Ue. 

21 

Alfo  (he  knew  both  tother  in  elFeft, 

For  (he  had  met  them  trau’ling  on  that  coft. 

But  yet  her  fpcach  Ihe  chiefly  did  direft, 
Tor//4»»V,w  hom(he  regarded  moft; 

Asking  her  what  vile  wight  did  fo  ncgleft 
All  law,  and  had  all  humane  nature  loft. 

As  chat  without  remorfe  he  could  abide. 

To  leauc  that  bare, that  nature  feqks  to  hide? 

Dd 


}lem\»  thiM 
cejlns  though 
‘very  farre  of,  ' 
which  we  count 
indeed  the  no- 
Hejl  kpsred, 
though  not  the 
l^indefi. 


’Ericlhomus  (in 
of  Fiilcan,deui‘ 
fed  a coach  to 
hyde  hit  ilfauo^ 
redieggeSiVrhkh 
■were  iil{e fer- 
ments. 

^Aglaure  looltfi 
the  Tablet 


Vefiu  gardens 
areat  a fafle  ft 
called  til  Luca^ 
tut,itnd  heart 
rafts  twi/e  in 
they  ears. 
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Poore  r//<«wejthatboth  by  (peach  and  fight. 

The  worthic  damfcllBr<M<w7Mnt  did  know, 

To  be  the  Ladic,whom  (he  faw  laft  night, 

Giuc  to  three  Princes  fuch  an  ouetthrowj 
After  a while  (he  fobbed  had  and  fight, 

The  manner  and  the  matter  plain  doth  (how. 

How  people  neare  that  place,didillintrcat  them. 
And  clippc  their  cloths, & al(b  whipp  & beat  the. 

Faft  by(faid  (he)thc  Caftlc  you  may  fee. 

Where  they  do  kecpe,that  vs  lb  ill  did  vfe. 

As  for  the&icld  of  gold  and  Princes  ilirec, 

That  came  to  win  it, (he  could  tell  no  newes: 
Oncly  we  ment  to  trudge  on  foot(faid  (he) 

To  makeicomplainc  of  tliofe  did  vs  abufe, 

Vnto  the  noble  Chriften  Emp’rour  CltarUs^ 

Who  will  1 truft,punilh  fuch  lawles  karlcs. 

24 

Braue  BradamAnt  and  (lout  Marfif*  longs. 

To  go  iiijmediatlic  vnto  this  place. 

And  be  aueng’d  on  fuch  enormous  wrongs. 

Done  as  they  dceme,to  all  the  fex  difgrace: 

I{ogero  cake, that  knows  well  what  belongs, 

Vnto  the  law  of  knight-hood,in  fuch  cafe, 
(Namely  to  fuccour  all  by  wrong  oppreft. 

But  chicflic  women)gocs  without  retjueft. 

Lxke  in  the  With  one  confcntjthey  allput  of  their  bafes, 

^lltgarit  of  the  Which  feru’d  the  may  denS  veric  fit  to  hid^ 

^ffcatnn  of  Xhcfccrccparts,of thofe  fame  priuic  places. 

That  modeftic  to  (how  cannot  abide. 

Bradamant^y Uanie  behind  her  places. 

And  ofFerd  herofeurtefie  to  ride, 

Marfifa  and  ^gtro  take  the  painc. 

Behind  them  lelues,to  place  the  tothcr  twainc, 

t6 

Here  begins  the  The  dame  cfDordon  led  them  alltheway. 

The  tothcr  two  folio. vd  with  as  great  haft, 
yllanit  (howd  which  way  the  Caftle  lay. 

To  which  they  many  ahill  and  valley  paft. 

But  now  fo  much  was  fpent  of  that  fame  day. 

That  they  were  cjuite  benighted  at  the  laft. 

So  that  to  take  a village  they  were  glad. 

Where  they  good  meat, good  drinke,good  lodging 
27  (had. 

But  when  to  looke  about  them  they  began. 

They  could  fee  none  but  women  in  the  place, 
Women  dreft  all,brought  alljand  not  a man. 

In  all  the  village  that  did  (how  his  face: 

Among  them  felues,they  on  the  matter  (can. 

And  much  they  mufed  at  (b  ftraunge  a cafe. 
Among  fo  many,fayre,foule, young, and  old> 

As  there  they  fawjnot  one  man  to  behold. 

28 

I thinkethat  7<j/o«neucr  maruelld  more. 

Nor  thofe  bis  y4rgorufuts, that  with  him  camcj 
When  as  they  were  arriu’d  at  Lemnos  (bore. 
Where  they  foud none  but  wome  voide  of  (hamc. 
That  had  their  (ircs,and  brethren  flaine  before. 
And  did  a common  wealth  of  women  frame. 

Then  did  with  the  Ladies  wonder, 
Tofcenomenjbut  women  fuchanomber. 


taito/  crtarga- 
nor,  that  rntde 
tht  Un>  Mgeinfl 
wome*. 


Ia/oms  mill  wen 
ealitd^rgo,, 
nmu.btcaufe 
tity  went  $na 
ihtf  called 
g'>- 


Whercforc(whcn  firft  they  had  in  fccmcly  fort, 
Prouided  raiment  for  the  damrclls.thrcc> 

If  not  fo  fumptuousjccrtcs  not  fo  (horti 
But  to  conccale  that  which  men  (houldnot  Ice) 
Then  they  defird  fome  dweller  there,  report 
To  them  ,what  might  the  caufc  and  rcafon  be. 
Why  in  this  town  there  were  dlowd  no  men. 

And  in  this  fon  the  woman  anfweard  then. 

30 

This  order  at  the  which  you  feeme  to  wonder. 

Was  by  a tyrant  pointed  for  our  painc, 

A tyranijwhofc.lubiefiion  we  arc  vnder, 
who  bybisprtvtlamation  doth  ordaine. 

Mothers  fro  (bnncs',fr6  husbands  wiucs  to  lundct^ 
And  in  fuch  hard  exile  we  muft  remaine. 

And  fufler  not  by  merit, but  by  force. 

From  our  dcarc  fpoufcs^litch  alongdiuorfc. 

3* 

Thrifc  hauc  the  trees  with  winter  been  dcleaued. 
Since  we  haue  been  into  this  place  confind. 

Of  husbands,  fathers,  and  offonnes  bereaued, 

So  fore  the  tyrant  hateth  all  our  kinder 
And  if  that  any  chaunce  to  be  perceaued, 

(as  fome  perhapps  there  be, that  arc  fo  kinde) 

To  come  but  once  to  looke  vpon  his  wife. 

The  man  and  woman  both,(hall  loofc  their  lifiir. 

The  lawleffc  wretch, that  makes  diis  cruell  law. 
Dwells  two  leagues  hence,&is  of  fuch  behauiour. 
As  from  his  purpolc  no  man  can  him  draw, 
Howmuchfoeucrhcbc  inhisfauor; 

He  doth  all  women  from  his  land  withdraw, 

As  if  he  were  infeded  with  their  fauor. 

He  is  fo  ficrcc/o  fturdicj  and  fo  ftrong, 

That  none  dare  once  proted,whom  he  will  wrog. 
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And  which  is  ftraunge, he  vfeth  ftraungers  worft. 

If  any  happen  to  his  houfe  arriuc, 

(It  feems  he  hath  of  womens  bloud  fome  thurft) 
For  though  he  let  them  part  fro  thence  aliuc. 

Yet  firft  with  whipping, and  with  vfage  curft. 

He  doth  their  torment,and  reproch  contriuc: 
Wherefore  if you  your  fafties  do  regard, 

1 wi(h  you  not  to  traucU  thithcr-ward. 


At  this  Marfifa  and  the  Dordon  dame. 

Were  much  incenft,and  did  defire  to  know. 

How  he  was  calld,and  whence  his  (uric  came#^ 
That  made  him  firft  to  fuch  a madnes  grow: 
MarganerffaiiL  the  woman)  is  his  name. 

And  if  you  plcafe  to  harken,!  will  (how 
The  whole  difeourfe-to  this  they  all  agreed. 

And  (he  then  onher  tale,  did  thus  proceed. 

This  Marganor^fhsc.  makes  full  many  weepe. 

Was  bloudie  from  his  byrth  by  difpofit  jon, 

But  yet  a while  he  did  diffemble  deepe. 

That  of  the  fame  there  was  butfbmc  fulpitioi^ 
His  fonnes  didmakehim  it  the  cloferkecpe, 
Becaufe  they  were  of  contrarie  condition. 
Bounteous  & franke,curteous  & of  good  qualitlcj 
louers  offtraungers  andofbolpitailitie. 

Ladies 
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Ladies  and  knights  that  hapt  to  paflc  this  way. 

Were  ftill  by  them  fo  frendly  entertained, 

That  by  fuch  kind  of  courteous  vfage,  thay 
The  loue  and  praife  of  eu’rie  one  had  gainedj 
Alfo  their  honors  far  ther  to  difplay, 

Tlie  facred  rites  of  knighthood  they  obtained; 
Both  ftoutjboth  ftrongjcomly  and  of  good  ftature. 
Wanting  no  ornament  of  art  or  nature. 
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Cylandro  and  T andcro  nam’d  they  are, 

And  long  they  liu’d  with  no  difhonor  Rained, 
And  longer  had, if  they  had  bene  fo  ware, 
AsnotinCHpidf  Jhares  to  hairt  bene  traineth 
Thisfoolifti  paffionfoyld  all  their  welfare. 

The  paflion  men  call  loue, this  them  conftrained. 
To  chaunge  the  worthie  courfe  they  had  begun. 
And  do  that  by  the  which  they  were  vndone. 
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It  happend  that  there  thither  came  a knight. 
Belonging  to  this  Emperoiir  ofGreece, 

Who  brought  with  him  a Ladiefaire  and  bright. 
Of  good  behauour,and  a loucly  peecc. 

With  whom  Cylandro  fell  in  loue  that  night. 

And  fully  bent  at  her  to  haue  a fleece; 

He  thoughther  beau  tie  fo  pofT^  his  hart. 

That  he  fhould  furely  die,if  flie  depart, 
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And,  for  he  deemd  it  labour  loft  to  pray. 

To  open  force  he  doth  him  felfe  difpofe. 

And  fccretly  all  armd,vnto  the  way 
Where  tother  needs  muft  paffc,  afore  he  goes, 
And  feeing  him,he  would  no  longer  ftay, 
Buctrufting  to  his  manhood,comcs  to  bloes. 

Not  feeking  vauntage,  but  with  launce  to  launce. 
Minding  to  trie  of  fight  the  doubtful!  chaunce. 

4<? 

Not  thinking  though  but  with  his  fewer  running. 

To  bcate  him  downe,  and  bcare  away  his  wife. 
But  this  fame  knight, that  in  this  art  was  cunning. 
Pierced  his  (hield,and  reft  him  of  his  life: 

The  newes  hereof  vnto  his  father  comming, 

FiUd  all  the  court  with  plaints  and  (brows  rife: 

At  laft.when  long  the  time  had  bin  deferred. 

By  his  great  aunceftors  thty  him  interred. 
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Nor  did  this  foule  mifhap  and  ill  fucceffe. 

Make  Mar^amr  to  minifh  ought  his  port, 

"Tanacro  ftill  did  courtefie  profclTc, 

To  ftraungers  all,  and  vfd  them  in  good  fort: 
Butloe,itchaunc’t  within  a yeare  andlcflc, 

A noble  Baron  thither  did  reforr, 

A comly  man  ofperfonage  to  fee. 

With  him  a Ladie  faire  as  faire  might  be. 
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And  toher  beautie  her  behauour  fitted, 

Modeft  her  looks,  fober  hermanners  are, 
Wariehcr  words,and  (hew  her  (harply  witted; 

Alfo  her  Lord,  himfelfe  moft  comly  bare, 

Fit  vnto  whom  the  charge  (hould  be  committed 
Of  one  in  (hape  and  qualities  fo  rare: 

He  hight  0/;»iro,Lord  of  Longauilla, 

The  louely  Lady  named  was  DrujilUi^ 
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No  lefTc  T atutcro  doted  on  this  Dame, 

Then  had  his  brother  done  on  that  before. 

But  the  bad  end  to  which  his  brother  came. 

Made  him  more  warie,  though  not  honeft  more; 
By  former  good  report  that  bred  him  fame. 

And  all  his  palTcd  praife,hc  fets  no  ftorc: 

Be  fame,  be  vertue  troden  in  the  duft. 

So  he  may  but  fulfill  his  prefent  luft. 
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Thus  caring  only  to  auoyd  the  daungcr. 

In  which  he  faw  before  his  brother  dyde> 

He  fccretly  that  night  way  layd  the  ftraunger. 
There  as  he  knew  next  day  he  needs  muft  ride. 
Not  meaning  his  owne  perfon  to  endaunger; 

In  fine,the  Baron  that  to  fauc  his  bride. 

Stoutly  did  giue  and  take  full  manie  a wound. 

At  laft  they  leftfoulc  murderd  on  the  greuni 
4f 

Vrujilla  fe’ing  her  deare  Olindro  ded. 

In  deadly  found  vnto  the  ground  (he  fanke. 

But  thence  in  curteous  foit  the  men  her  led, 

V/ho  to  haue  kild  her,  (he  would  giue  more  thakcj 
Butgriefe  in  her  fuch  will  to  die  had  bred. 

That  wilfully  (he  leapt  downe  from  a banke. 

To  kill  her  felfe,  but  poore  foule  could  not  dye. 
But  all  her  head  and  face  was  brufil  therby, 
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T dnacro  gets  Ibme  furgeons  and  Phificions, 

Tolooke  vnto  her  health,  and  hurts  to  cure. 

He  caufeth  her  to  heare  moft  rare  muficions, 

T o chcare  her  hearc,and  folace  to  procure: 

He  makes  great  brags  of  her  fo  cliaft  conditions. 
Minding  by  manage  to  make  her  fure; 

He  thinks  a woman  of  fo  vertuous  life, 

Muft  not  be  termd  a lemman,  but  a wife. 
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Tomarrieherhe  inwardly  intends. 

This  outwardly  in  (hew  he  doth  make  knowne. 
And  euermorc  he  highly  her  commends; 

And  though  her  griefe  was  by  his  doings  grovvne^ 
He  faith  he  will  for  this  make  large  amends. 

And  that  he  will  loue  her,andbc  her  owne: 

But  ftill  the  more  that  on  that  point  he  grateth. 
The  more  in  heart  (he  him  detefts  and  hateth. 
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Bu  tyct  herhate  did  not  fo  blind  her  wit. 

But  that  tokeepe  it  clofe  (he  tooke  good  heed; 
She  knew  full  well  (he  muft  dilTemble  it. 

If  (he  will  be  rcuengd  of  him  indeed: 

Wherfore  vntill  the  time  may  ferue  her  fit, 

She  feemes  vnto  his  meaning  halfe  agreed. 

And  did  in  (hew  the  fame  fo  fmoothly  carric, 

1 hat  laftly  (he  confented  him  to  marrie. 
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Pardon  and  loue  were  written  in  her  eyes. 

Hate  and  reuengc  were  m her  heart  engraued, 

T o kill  him,  in  her  thoughts  (he  doth  dcuifc. 
When  with  moftkindneffe  (he  her  felfe  bchaued: 
Needs  he  muft  die, needs  die  in  anie  wife. 

Only  tlius  long  to  liue  ofGod  (he  craued: 

How  can  I better  end  mylifc((he  feth) 

Then  in  reuenging  my  deare  husbands  deth? 
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Thus  lecming  to  forget  all  former  wrong. 

She  chearfully  expefts  the  wedding  day. 

As  though  (he  for  this  mariage  did  long. 

And  fo  (he  did, although  another  way. 

She  (hortens  all  tliat  might  the  time  prolong, 
And  paints  her  fclfe , and  tricks  her  trim  and  gay. 
Only  (he  crau’d  thus  iiHtch  for  Chrift  his  paiTion, 
She  might  be  marry’d  of  her  coiintrcy  falhion. 
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Not  that  her  ipeech  herein  indeed  was  trew. 

That  fuch  the  cuflome  was,  as  (he  pretended. 

But  (he  doth  mind  to  forge  a cuftomc  new, 
TruftingalTuredly  tobereuenged 
On  hiin,that  her  beloued  husband  flewj 
Bloodie  rcuenge,  was  all  that  (he  intended: 
Shepray’th,  (he  m ay  obferue  her  countrie  guife. 
Which  in  this  fort,(lie  doth  to  them  deuife. 

S'a 

The  widdow  that  to  marrie  new  intends. 

According  as  our  countrie  law  allows, 

Muft  firft  appeafe  the  ghoft  whom  (he  offends, 

I meane  (faith  (he)  that  ofher  former  fpoufe. 
Making  vtlto  his  l]>irit  (bine  amends. 

By  Dirges,  trentals,  maifes,  pray’rs,  and  vows, 

In  that  fame  Church,whereas  his  bones  be  refling 
Then  may  (he  marrie  new,  without  molcfting. 

But  when  of  her  new  fpoufe  (he  takes  tlie  ring. 

The  Prieft,  in  fight  of  all  that  (land  about. 

Of hallowd  wine  a bottle  then  muft  bring. 

And  in  the  Challice  he  muft  powre  it  outj 
Then  ou  er  it  he  mu  ft  both  fay  and  fing, 

Effeftud  pray  rsjand  Pfalmcs,and  hymnes  deuout 
Then  muft  the  woman  take  it  of  the  Vicker, 

And  drinkc  vnto  her  fpoufe  the  blelTed  licker. 

T anacro  liketh  well  of  this  her  motion, 

Title  refpcftinghow  much  it  imported, 

To  let  her  marrie  with  fo  ftraungc  dcuotion. 

He  onely  wi(ht  to  haiie  the  fcafon  (hotted; 

And  not  miftruftmg  that  fame  hallowd  potion. 
To  cut  of  all  delays  he  her  exhorted. 

Each  makes  like  haft,  thoughfundry  in  coftruftio. 
He  to  her  wedding, (he  to  his  deftrudion. 

Among  her  women  feruants  that  were  thearc, 
Dirfiliahad  one  old  illfauord  trot. 

She  calleth  her, and  bad  her  in  her  care. 

That  fome  ftrongfodain  poyfon  may  be  got. 

You  know  (faid  (he  )to  get  it, how  and  wheare, 
Conuay  itfafe  into  fome  pretie  pot, 

For  I(quoth  (lie)haue  found  the  way  and  skill. 
The  wicked  fonne  of  Margmor  to  kill. 

And  doubt  not, I know  how  to  fau  e vs  both. 

As  I will  let  thee  know,  at  better  leafure: 

The  woman  doth  the  feat,  though  feemingloth, 
Saue  onely  that  it  washer  Miftres  pleafure; 

Then  for  acupofCandie  wine  (he  goth. 

And  mingles  this  and  that, in  fo  due  nicafure. 

As  made  it  with  but  litle  alteration, 

Noilbwrc  in  taft,yet  (lire  in  operation. 


Now  came  VrufiUa  on  the  wedding  day. 

With  gorgeous  gowns  and  coftlie  icwclls  deft. 
There  where  corps  incombed  lay, 

Raifdon  tocollumns  aslhe  diddireft; 

The  Prieft  began  the  foUemne  Malle  to  fay. 

To  which  came  great  rcfort,without  fufpeft, 

And  Marganor  him  felfenowmoft  contenting. 
Came  w his  fonne  & frends  the  place  frcqucting. 
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Now  when  the  follcmne  rites  to  end  were  brought. 
Then  in  a cup  of  mallie  gold  and  fine. 

The  Prieft  pourd  out, as  (lie  before  had  taught, 
The  ciirfed  poyfon,with  the  blcfled  wine; 

She  foberlic  drinkes  a conuenient  draught, 
Inough  to  do  the  feat  (he  did  defigne. 

Then  to  T arutra  with  a louche  cheare. 

She  gauc  it, who  (upt  vp  the  challicc  clcarc. 
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And  rendring  then  the  challicc  to  the  Fryre, 

He  thought  in  open  armes  her  to  embrace. 

But  then  (he  fodainlic  began  retire. 

Then  her  (weet  lookcs,and  words  fo  full  of  grace. 
Were  gonc,hcr  eyes  did  feemc  to  flame  like  flic. 
Anger  and  fpitc  were  written  in  her  face. 

Crying  with  gryflic  looke,and  voyce  vnpleafanr, 
Auaunt,  and  touch  not  me  thou  traitor  peafant. 

^o 

Thoiightft  thou  of  me  folacc  to  haue  and  Iport, 
Bringing  me  caufc  of  cormcnt,tc3res,and  woe, 
No,now  I trow  that  1 haue  cut  thee  (here, 
lhat drinkc  was  poyfoujifyou  donotknow: 

But  ah  this  death  is  of  two  gen  Je  fort. 

And  I to  noble  hangman  am  I trow, 

A hangman  ought  with  halter  flop  thy  breath. 
This  was  for  thec,to  honorable  death. 
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Onely  my  forrow  is  that  ear  I dyde, 

My  facrifice  was  not  inftill  perfeftion, 

And  that  thy  wicked  fircjand  more befide. 

Did  not  with  thec,taft  of  that  ftrong  confeftioii: 
But  pardon  me  (my  deare  dead  (poule)  (he  cryde 
If  I haue  fayld  for  fault  of  good  direftion. 

If  I perhapps  haue  not  done  all  I (hould  do. 

Yet  fure  1 haue  performed  all  I could  do. 

6i 

And  looke  what  I do  want  in  allot  part. 

In  woi'kinghim  torture  condigne,and  (hame, 

I hope  the  v/orld  to  come, with  greater  fmart. 
Will  pay  it  him;and  I (hail  fee  the  fame. 

Thus  much  (he  laid,&then  with  chearefull  hart. 
Calling vponherformer  (poufesname. 

Take  here  in  worth(faid  (he)thi»  facrifice. 

That  thy  poore  wife  did  for  thy  lake  deuife. 

And  of  our  Lord  for  me  a place  obtainc. 

In  Paradife,with  thy  moft  blsfled  fpirit. 

And  if  he  fay  that  none  muft  there  remaine;  “ 
But  they  that  by  good  vvorkes  the  fame  inheritj 
Tell  him  1 haue  a cirucll  tyrant  flaine. 

Of  tyrants  death  I bring  with  me  the  meritcj 
To  kill  a tyraiu,what  can  be  more  glorious. 

Or  in  the  fight  ofGod  more  meritorious? 


Drufillat  J}><*ck 
etbir  dtttb. 
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Thus 
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Ouid  in  the 
utaihtrf  Lucres 
tut- 

lum  hmrieni  tie 
linn  proiumbat 
iieHtjii  rej^iai. 


J'l 


Simile. 


Vumfurer  in 

curfueflcurfen-- 

Uftdefurah, 


Thus  much  flic  faidj  and  fell  dead  cherewithallj 
And  being  dcad,flie  kept  a chearefuUlookc, 

And  furc  to  her  the  comfort  was  not  fmall. 

That  for  her  fpoufc  fo  fliarpe  reuenge  (he  tookc. 

I know  not  iiTanacro  in  his  fall. 

Did  follow  hetjor  clfc  her  ouertookcj 
He  ouertookc  her  furc,  as  may  be  thought. 
Drinking  the  bottomc,  and  the  greater  draught. 

Fell  Marganor  hearing  his  fonnes  laft  gronc. 

And  feeing  him  lie  dead  paft  all  relicfc. 

Made  at  the  firftfo  great  and  gricuous  mone. 

As  though  he  would  hauc  dy’d  of  verie  gtiefc: 
Twofbnnes  hchadoflatCjnow  hathhenone. 
Two  women  had  hereof  been  caufes  chiefe. 

One  mou’d  the  firft  to  hafard  hfc,thc  tother, 

With  her  own  hands  gaue  poyfon  to  his  brother. 
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Loucjpitie,gricfc,  difdayne,andhatc,and  wrath, 
Dcfire  of  death  and  of  reuenge  together. 

The  dolcfull  parent  fo  enraged  hath. 

Like  to  the  roring  fcas  in  fouleft  wether: 

F ay  nc  to  Drujilla  he  would  do  fome  fcath. 

But  flie  was  dead  before, yet  goes  he  thether. 

As  blinded  hate  did  him  If  ill  forward  prickc. 

He  fecks  to  harmc  the  coarfe  that  was  not  quickc. 
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Eu’n  as  a fnake  whom  fpearc  to  ground  doth  nay  le, 
Biteth  the  ftcclc  and  wood  that  fence  hath  none. 
Or  as  a dogge  that  doth  a man  aflayle, 

Ifone  do  fling  at  him  a fticke  or  flone. 

Runneth  and  bytes  the  fame  without  auaylc. 

Till  he  that  hurled  it  is  paft  and  gone: 

So  MargatKr,aiOtc  fierce  ihcn  dog  and  fnake, 
Scekes  on  the  fencclelTe  corfe  reuenge  to  take* 

And  when  that  harrying  itjand  all  to  tearing, 

Could  not  in  any  part  his  wrath  affwage, 

Eu’n  in  the  Church, on  vs  nofuch  thing  fearing, 
He  draws  his  fword,3nd  in  his  fcncclefle  rage. 
Mangles  and  hews  the  womcn^nonc  forbearing. 
For  dignitie,  for  bcaiitie,nor  for  age; 

While  weeride  out,and  athis  fiirie  wondred, 
Thirtie  he  kild,and  hurt  and  maymd  a hundred. 

So  forely  of  his  people  he  is  dredded. 

That  no  mandate  againfthis  afts  oppofehim, 
Vnto  his  will  he  is  fo  firmly  wedded. 

That  for  the  time,ftark  mad  ye  would  fiippofe  him 
Who  would  reforme  him,hangd  flial  be  & hedded 
For  guerdon  of  hispaine,whc  once  he  knows  him; 
His  reruants*do,asdoth  the  prouerbe  fay, 
Whenfurie  runnes,  let  furie  haue  his  way* 
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But  when  atlafthimfclfewasalmoft  tired. 

With  killing  vs,  though  voyd  of  all  remor  fe. 

Then  by  his  frends  requeft  he  was  defired. 

And  as  it  were  conftraind  by  honeft  force: 

And  to  his  cattle  he  him  felfe  retired. 

Appointing  there  this  law  ofourdiuorfc. 

And  clcmcncic  forfooth,  he  doth  it  call, 

In  that  he  did  forbearc  to  kill  vs  all. 
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Thus  whether  they  obaydjOr  clfc  repined. 

Men  arc  fro  wiucs,babcs  fro  their  Dames  deuided 
And  hither  all  the  women  be  confined; 

This  townc  of purpofe  is  for  vs  prouided. 

Where  if  that  any  man,tolouc  enclined. 

And  by  a good  aiidkindaffcftion  guided. 

Come  but  to  fee  his  wife,  and  thereby  fliow  it, 

Wo  be  to  him  ii Marganor  may  know  it. 
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And  worfe  then  this,  he  hath  ordaind  an  order,  Margaueri  Uit 
Such  one  I thinke  was  ncuer  heard  before,  niajnfi  remtn. 

All  women  that  arc  tane  within  his  border, 

Muft  firft  be  whipt  with  rods,till  they  be  fore. 

And  then  he  doth  their  veftiments  diforder. 

Clipping  them  (hort,behind  and  cake  before; 

And  fo  away  hefendeih  them, halfeftrippcd. 

After  they  hauc  bene  beaten  wcll,and  whipped. 
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And  if  that  any  hope  to  haue  affiftance. 

Or  bring  fome  knights  them  to  defend  and  faue. 

Forthwith  he  killeth  themjand  their  afliftants. 

As  facrifices,  on  his  childrens  graue: 

So  as  no  hope  there  is  to  make  rcfiftancc. 

For  cuermore,  he  if  he  lift  can  hauc. 

At  his  commaund,of  men  a mightic  powre. 

Namely  one  tboufand  cu’n  within  an  howre. 
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Further  all  men  chat  in  his  rcalmc  he  takes. 

Either  by  faire  pcrfwafions,or  by  fcarc, 

Vpon  the  Sacrament  to  fwearc  he  makes, 

1 hat  ay  they  fhall  to  women  hatred  bcare. 

Now  for  your  owne  ,and  thefe  faire  Ladies  fakes, 
ludgc  you  ify  ou  hauc  reafon  to  forbearc, 

Vnto  his  Caftell  nearer  to  approeb. 

Except  you  will  be  fliam’d  with  foulc  reptoch. 
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This  talc  fo  much  did  moue  the  warriours  three, 

Withjpitic  firft,and  then  with  high  difdainc. 

That  faue  it  was  lb  darkc  they  could  not  fee. 

They  would  haue  gone  cu’n  the  him  to  hauc  flain: 

Now  for  that  night  they  reft, but  they  decree. 

So  foonc  as  Vhehnt  flioiild  recurne  againe. 

To  armc  them  felues,  and  boldly  to  adu  enter, 

Vpon  the  tyrants  hold,  by  force  to  enter. 

n6 

Now  as  they  were  about  their horfe  to  take. 

They  faw  before  them  at  the  mountaines  root. 

Some  twentic  men,  that  no  great  haft  did  make. 

But  fome  on  horfcbackc  wcre,and  fome  on  foot. 

All  armd,  thefe  three  them  foonedid  ouertake. 

Before  they  full  had  rode  an  arrow  (hoot, 

f And  then  they  faw  how  they  did  beare  by  force. 

An  aged  beldam  on  a fumptcr  horlc. 

77 

This  was  forfooth  DrufiUas  chamber  mayd. 

That  to  her  Miftres  that  fame  poyfon  gaue, 

And  being  then  miftruftfuU  and  afrayd. 

What  ftraungccffeft  it  fortune  might  to  haue, 

Vppon  the  wedding  day  from  church  flic  ftayd. 

And  fo  by  fecrct  flightier  felfe  did  faue. 

And  kept  herfelfc  three  years  from  law  aud  trial! 

Till  Marganor  had  found  her  by  elpyall. 
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What  cannot  gainc,andhopc  of  mony  workc? 

Firft  by  his  coyne,he  learned  where  flic  lay. 

Then  with  his  coync,he  fet  thefc  men  a worke, 
Who  in  this  fort  did  fetch  her  thence  awayj 
And  of  a Lord  (in  whofc  land  flie  did  lurke, 
Withpromife  that  fhe  fafely  there  fliould  flay) 
With  coyne  of  that  fame  Baron  her  he  bought; 
Ah  noble  men,  can  nobles  make  you  nought  ? 

J9 

Looke  how  the  great  and  {lately  flreame  of  Poe, 
The  nearer  that  he  to  the  fea  defeends, 

When  Lambra,Tycin,  Adda, with  fome  moe. 

Fall  intohim,and  theirduc  tribute  fends. 

The  broader  and  the  deeper  {till  doth  grow: 

Eu’n  fo  the  more  that  Marganor effendi. 

The  greater  will  in  thefe  three  champions  breeds. 
To  be  auenged  on  fb  vile  mifdeeds. 

80  ' 

Yet  firft, to  free  this  woman  they  intend. 

Who  clfe(at  Icaft)  fhould  haue  bin  hagd  in  chains. 
Straight  on  thofe  lowts  all  three  their  forces  bend 
Couching  their  {pears,  flacking  their  horfes  rains: 
An  hoft  of  men  could  fearfe  fuch  force  defend; 
Much  lelTe  a fort  of  daftard  hireling  fway ns: 
Wherfore  they  call  away  their  warlike  tooles. 
Their  cariage  left,  and  went  away  like  fooles. 

8r 

Eu’n  as  a greedie  woIfe,  that  runneth  loden 
With  his  defired  pray  vnto  his  den. 

Finding  vnwares  the  way  to  him  forboden, 

By  hunting  dogs,  or  by  the  hunting  men, 

Hurles  downe  his  pray, and  by  the  paths  vntroden 
Flies  for  his  life ; fo  did  thefc  tuUions  then. 

Not  only  that  their  prifoner  enlarge, 

Butleaue  their  horfes,and  their  other  charge. 

8a 

Some,  others  force,  fomc,theirownefcarevnhorfes. 
By  meanes  wherof  they  did  at  cafe  prouidc. 

For  thofe  three  damfels  good  conuenient  horfes, 
Thatyefterday  behind  them  three  did  ridcc 
Alfo  ^gen  that  old  trot  enforces, 

(Though  Ihe  in  vaine  refiifed  and  denyde) 

To  go  with  them,  lamenting  fore  and  wayling. 

But  all  her  lamentation  nought  auailing. 

Now  were  they  come  vnto  the  towncat  length. 
About  the  which  there  was  no  ditch  nor  wall. 

Yet  were  the  houfes  built  in  bredth  and  length 
Both  orderly  and  verie  ftrong  withall: 

A caftell  in  the  midds  of  miglitic  ftrength, 

Stood  on  a rockc,that  ouer  lookt  them  all; 

To  this  they  march  with  great  defireand  longing. 
Knowing  it  was  to  Marganer  belonging. 
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Within  this  towne  no  fooner  fet  they  feet. 

But  that  the  guard  that  kept  the  watch,  began 
Behind  them  ftep,  and  chained  faft  the  ftreet: 
Some  others,  widi  the  greateft  haft  they  can, 
Calld  MarganorjihM  ftraight  came  them  to  meet, 
Guarded  with  many  a tall  and  fturdie  man. 

Who  with  a fpeach  but  {hort,yet  full  of  pride. 

The  lewd  law  of  hisCitie  fignifidc. 


MarfifavAio  beforehand  had  agreed, 

Vpon  the  matter  with  the  tothertwo. 

Sets  {purrs  to  horfe,  and  galloping  in  fteed 
Of  making  anfwer,makes  no  more  adoc. 

But  being  ofher  peribn  ftrong  indeed. 
Employing  neither  launce  nor  {word  thereto, 

Wi I h bended fift,{he  gaue  himfucli  aboxe. 

As  ftonid  him,and  would  haue  felld  an  oxc. 

Nor  doth  l^ci^<r»,nor  the  dame  ofFraunce, 

Graunt  to  the  others,  any  time  of  cafe, 

Chiefly  the  damfcll  thatwirh  goldclaunce. 

Throw  s to  the  ground  as  many  as  flie  plcal'c; 

No  man  there  was  that  durft  him  felfe  aduaunce. 
To  (land  vnto  thelhocke  with  one  of  thefc; 
l{$gero  feuen,(he  threw  down  feuen  times  leauen, 
Eu’n  as  if  thunder  had  fal’n  down  from  hcauen. 

87 

The  hurtleflTe  people  to  their  houfes  fled, 

1 he  hardoue  fouldicrs  foHowd  them  as  faft. 
None  ftayd  behind,but  thofe  were  maymd  orded 
MarganorzW  alone  was  Icftatlaft; 

And  by  Marfifa  now  is  captiuc  led. 

Who  (with  his  armes  behindhim  piniond  faft) 
Gaue  him  VrufiUnt  mayd  to  be  tormented. 

And  would  haue  burn’d  the  town,had  they  cofen- 

88  (ted. 

But  all  confent  the  law  to  abrogat, 

The  people  eafchc  were  wonne  thereto. 

And  to  accept  one  of  an  other  rate. 

Which  there  was  ratifi’d  with  fmall  ado; 

Him  and  liis  law  they  did  deteft  and  hate, 

Yet  as  him  Lftchey  were  content  to  do, 

As  ftill  we  fee  thefooliih  commons  vfc, 

Obay  him  bcft,that  dodi  them  moft  abufe.  ■ 
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And  why?they  dare  not  one  an  ocher  truft. 

Nor  tell  to  one  an  other  their  complaints, 

They  let  him  kil^and  baniih  whom  he  luft; 

Ones  goods  he  takcs,an  others  houfe  he  taints. 
The  lilent  fouleyet  cryes  for  vengeaunce  iuft, 
Vnto  the  mightie  God, and  to  his  Saints, 

Who  though  they  feeme  in  punifliing  but  flow. 
Yet  pay  they  home  at  laft,with  heauc  and  how, 

90 

So  now  thefc  fiUiefoules  inflam’d  with  ire,  (known. 
With  fpcach  and  deeds  do  make  their  {lomaks 
And(as  the  prouerb  faidi)cach  man  bears  fire. 

To  butne  thetrcc,the  windc  hath  oucrtlirown. 
Ye  Princesjthat  to  tyrannize  defirc, 

Matke  this  mas  end,  and  make  his  cafe  your  own, 
Belceue  it  well,that  God  doth  eudrfend, 

Vnto  a wicked  life,a  wretched  end. 

91 

Out  came  the  young  and  old,  the  great  and  fmall. 

In  words  and  works,to  do  him  all  difgrace: 

He  that  fo  terrible  was  earft  to  all. 

Now  is  dcfpifd  of  all(a  wondrous  cafe) 

Y ea  thofe  three  warriers  had  ado  not  fmall. 

To  kcepe  him  now  from  killing  in  the  place; 

Not  that  they  car’d  to  haue  his  life  prcfenied. 
But  vnto  greater  paincs  they  him  refenicd. 
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1 hey  gauc  him  bound  vnto  that  woman  aged, 

That  »f  arft  vpon  Drufilla  did  attend. 

And  to  thofc  thrcc,whofc  minds  were  yet  enraged 
Whom  whipt  and  ftript  he  lately  thence  did  fendj 
Thefe  with  {harpe  goads  &kniues  his  body  gaged, 
And  to  torment  him, all  their  witts  did  bend. 
Some  do  cart  ftoncs,&  feme  vv  necdcls  prick  him. 
Some  fcratch/om  by  tc,w  feet  fom  fpurnc  & kicke 

93  (him. 

Eu’n  as  brooke,fwolne  with  therage  ofrayne, 

Or  with  a fodain  thaw  of  melting  fnow. 

Oft  bcares  down  rocks,  & trees  w force  fo  mayne. 
As  heards  doth  drowne,andhoures  ouerthrow, 

A drouth  doth  come,  and  the  that  biookc  agaync, 
Lelfcnsliis  pride,  and  is  atlafl:  folow, 

A woman,y  ea  a childe,  with  fmall  adoe. 

May  palfe  thcfamCjand  neuer  wet  then  (hoe. 

9.4 

So  Marganor  that  earft  in  pompc  and  pride. 

Made  harts  of  men  to  quake,  when  he  was  named, 
To  loweft  ebb  now  turned  fees  his  tyde. 

His  combe  now  cut,his  ftirie  now  is  tamed; 

Now  kennell-rakers  fcorne  him,and  deride, 

To  lookc  men  in  the  face  he  is  aihamed, 
Children,yca  verie  babcs,bcnot  afFeard, 

To  piU  away  his  hairc  from  head  and  herd. 

The  while  witli  thofc  champions  twairie, 
Summond  theCafUc,chatdid  gladlie  yccld, 
Here^/^Wf  recoucred  againe, 

W'hich  lately  lhehadlo(l,hergolde  (heeld:(painc. 
Here  met  they  thofe  three  kings  which  to  their 
Dame  BraJamant  had  twife  ou’tthrown  in  feeld. 
At  the  fame  Caftlc  where  before  I told. 

She  w5in  their  lodging,and  made  them  lye  cold. 

96 

Since  which,on  foote  vnarm’d  they  vowd  to  go. 
Which  wantjfayre  VlUnk  from  death  did  fane. 
For  all  that  went  with  armd  men  guarded  fo. 
Were  facrificed  on  T 4nrffwgrauc; 

Yet  better  of  the  twame  it  was  to  (how. 

The  parts  thatmodeftie  conceald  would  haue. 
For  why  both  this,and  euTie  other  fliame. 

Is  halfc  cxcufd, if  force  procure  tire  fame. 

97 

M/trfifa  now  a Parlament  did  call. 

Of  all  the  towojand  made  them  take  an  oth, 

Of  high  and  low,ritch,poore,and  great  and  fmall, 
Whither  they  were  coiitent,or  elfc  were  loth. 
That  to  their  wiuesjthey  (hould  be  fubieft  all; 
That  in  their  houfes, and  the  Citieboth,  (graces. 
Women  fliouldhaue(uchrulc,fuch  powrcjfiich 
As  men  are  wont  to  haue  in  other  placesi 


98 


Further  (he  made  this  notable  decree, 

1 hat  lodgmg,mcar,and  drinkc, (hould  be  forbode, 
Totrauellcrs,of  whatfo  ear  degree; 

Whither  they  go  on  footCjOr  that  they  rode, 
(Within  that  town)exccpt  they  firft agree. 

To  fwcareby  fome  great  SaintjOr  elfe  by  God, 
That  they  (hould  cuer-more  be  womens  frends, 
And  foe  vnto  their  focsjto  their  hues  ends. 

99 

And  what  fo  cuer  ftraunger  there  arritics, 

Muft  further  fwearc.before  they  go  their  way. 

If  or  they  haue,or  mcanc  to  marrie  willed. 

That  euermorc  they  fnall  their  wills  obay: 

This  muft  they  kcepc  on  perill  of  their  hues. 

For  why  (he  vows  to  come  ear  twcluc-months  day 
And  if  (he  finde  her  law  broke  inthatCitie, 
Tofackc  and  burne  the  fame, without  all  pitie. 

160 

This  doncjthc  warriors  three  did  haften  hence. 

But  yet  their  going  they  fo  long  deferred, 

Vntill  VrufiUas  corfc  was  tane  from  thence, 
Whcre(as  it  fcemd)itwas  buthomelie  berred. 
And  order  tane,vvith  coft  and  good  expence. 

She  and  her  Ipoulc  might  noblie  be  enterred. 
With  Epitaphs,by  which  was  fignified. 

In  how  great  horior,they  both  liu’d  and  dyed; 

lor 

Marfifa  made  her  law  in  marble  fayre, 

Vpon  a piller  to  be  written  down. 

And  then  Bogtro  with  the  warlike  payre 
Of  damfells,tooke  their  leaues  of  all  the  town: 
yllanie  ftayd.hcr  garments  to  repayre. 

And  there  to  make  fome  new  and  coftly  gown, 
Thinking  to  come  to  Court  were  great  diflionner 
Except  (he  had  fome  fumptuous  clothing  on  her. 

lOZ 

Therefore  (he  rtayd  behind,and  in  her  powre. 

Was  Marganor, by  thofe  fame  warriers  giuen. 
Who  had  new  torments  taught  him  cu‘ry  howre. 
And  was  at  laft  by  his  (harpe  iudges  driuen. 

To  leape  down  headlong  from  a mightic  towrc. 
Where  all  his  bones  & fle(hjwerc  broke  andriuen: 
Of  him  nor  thefe  I haue  no  more  to  fay, 

But  of  thofe  three  that  went  the  tothcr  way. 

103 

The  reftof  thatfame  day  togicher  riding. 

And  halfe  the  next,in  companie  they  fpenr, 

Vntill  they  found  away  in  twaine diu iding. 

One  tothecamp,totherto  Arlic  went; 

Here  oft  they  take  theirleaucs,yet  ftill  abiding, 
For  euerparting  makes  frends  ill  content: 

In  fine  th  e knight  the  way  to  Arlie  tooke. 

They  to  the  camp, and  thus  I end  dais  booke. 


Inthis^fJbooli^e^beprt^fesofwomenarefetdownetothetncouritgmetttofidl  fertHoHimtndedyoKngLadies , and 
wife  the  rr-iferahle  end  o/Marganor  and  his  two  fonnes  , for  their  ynhi  idled  luTl  and  nueltit  , to  the  terrifying  of  all  great 
menythat  dijpofe  them felues  to  lawleffe  and  tyrannous  hthauiour  .Lafllie  in  the  law  made  for  wtmen  , >re  mtey  fee  that  that 
fex  is  capable  of  rule  andgouernmentyand  not  to  be  excluded fem  the  highrft  degree  thereof  (as  a noble  learned  , and  learned 
noble  manjiath  mofl  amplie  and  excellenllie  proued  in  a difeourfe  of  his , which  I happened  by fortune  to  light  ypon^  though  a* 
yet  I think^  imparted  to  fem .) 

Concerning  the  H iforie  of  this  boolfyfirjl  it fhould feeme  that  the  whole  hoob^  it  felfe,was  incerted  into  the  ref  of  the  Worbf 
by  m-jne  autJnr^o  tab;  occ^n  thereby  tojpeab^  in  the prayfe  of  womenyand Jpedallie  of  the  Ladle  Vittor ia,  Utife  to  the  fa^ 
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mouiVtAnciSofFeJeardy  but  conccrwngthefamouiwomtnby  himbriefiit  touched  livilllfertftt  dewne  *»  Lriefie  aa  I can 
their fiorie. 

Arpalice  or  Harpalicc  a rirpnof  Thrace jwhofe  father  being  tal^ prifoner  by  the  Ctties,a  nation  of  Scythi.-tywilhgreat 
courage  and  expedition  recoueredhim font  their  handsy  of  whom  VirgiU feeders  inhia  kneads. 

Vcl  quails  cquos  Tlucifla  fatigat. 

Harpalice  volucremqjfiiga  prxuerticur  Hxbrum. 

Tomcris  ^ueene  of  the  MaJfagetians.Cyitisbecamea  futerto  her  to  marrie  herfut  fhe  d)inktng(aa  ityras  moft  lihfliey 
hervoedmtherybut  her  klngdome,refufed  himcltereypon  Cyrus  madervarre  on  Afr/Tomcris  fent  her  finite  againfi  bim^ho 
waa  taken  by  Cyrps  with  an  ambufment^and flayne.  Butjhefayning  aa  thoughfefed forfearefrew  Cyrus  to  thefiraite 
of  the  hiUiyWhere(they  write'yfhe  flew  hia  whole  armie, being  two  hSdred  thou  fond  nten^f^  loft  not  a ma  aliue  to  cany  newes-y 
and  after  in  reuenge  of  her fonne,Jheput  Cyrus  head  into  a great  bowle  ofbioud  , yfing  that  well  hpownefpeath.  (Satia  tc 
fanguine  qui  fauguincm  fitijfti)  fl  thy  felfe  with  bloud  that  didft  thirfi  for  bloud.  1 n the  5.  Pafe. 

With  thofc  that  did  Tumtea  and  H etlor  ayd. 

T hofe  two  were  C atnilla  and  Penthcfelca,  ofbothwhich  Virgill  writes  in  the  .^cad?. 

Pcnthefclca  ftircns,iricdijlquc  in  millibus  ardet 
BcllatriXjaudctque  viris  concurrcrc  virgo. 

She  that  in  compafle  of  bulls  hide,&c. 

Thatwaa  Dido:  TheflorieUwell  kiiowneofPipxiidionscrHeltieinttmrdringSychcos  for  hope  ofhistneney  ybut 
-Dido  warned  in  a dreameby  thegift  o/'Sycheus,  tookt  awxy  all  thegoldyOndfled  with  diners  itnfederaies  to  Lybia  in  ./tf- 
frikg  y and  there  bargayned  to  buy  aa  much  ground  at  fin  could  copajfe  with  a bulls  hide -.which  bargayne  being  made  yfl  e cut 
thehideintoan  infinite  companie  offmall  thongsy  and fo  built  the fametai  Cnie  of  Carthage  within  that  compaJJ'eaaVii^iM 

Mercatique  locum  fa^li  de  nomine  Birfen, 

Taurino  quantum  potcrant  circundarc  tergo. 

ZcnobiaQ«eOTf  ValmirenSyWidoWyOraswe  call  itydowager  of  OdcnitXts.SU  rebelled  againfi  the  "RpmanEm- 

pircyond  fought  mar^  battells  verieprofiieroufl-y-ybut  afierward by  Piur  clianu sjhe  waa  befieged  in  the  Citie of  Valmirayand 
in  her  flight  fom  thence  y Jke  waa  tukfn  and  brought  to  ^omein  Triumph. 

She  that  Indc  and  AfTurefrayd  : //>««>«  Symiramis  wifeof^ymiSyWhowaa  anotablewarriourhadnot  heryn- 
Iridled luTt  of  the flejhyfiayned  thehonour  of  her  other  yertues,  which  aa  st  became  her  own  deflruSlionyfo  it  hath  left  a nota- 
ble example  to  all  other  Vrinces  of  her fexfo  tedcp  heed  and  efehew  thelikp  infamie-^  and fpecially  (though  th^  be  aboueall  pefi- 
tiue  lex»es')yetnot  to  poUute'the  lawes  of  nature. 

In  that  iafaid  Marfifa  and  Bradamant  put  of  their  bafts  ytherewith  to  hyde  the  priuities  of  the  damfells,  it  may  there- 
by be  ynderfioodythat  the  rertues  of  feme  excellent  women  are  fo  great  yoanot  onely  feme  tlnm felues  , to  make  the famotta  and 
mofl  honortdilefiut  alfo  extend  the felues fi farrey  aa  to feme  to  hyde  and  couer  the  deformitie  of ethers  not  fo  well  apparelled 
with  thegarmentsof  honour  yandfo(aa  it  werewith  workps  of  fnpererogation'jbewtifie  thofe  that  had  defeiles  of  their  owne, 

Concemingtht  great  prayCe  myne  author  aferibeth  to  madameV  Kionz. 

Whofe  learned  pen  fuch  priurledgc  can  giuc. 

As  it  can  caufe  thofe  that  are  dead  to  liue. 

.And for  that  caufepreferreth  her  before  Porcia  wife  o/BrutUS,  anddiuers  other  that  dyed  yoluntarie  foone  after  their 
husbandes,  itwaa  becaufe/hewratefime  yerfesinmannerofan  Epitaph  yypon  her  husband  after  hia deceajfe:  In  which 
fynde  that  honorable  Ladie(widow  of  the  late  Lord  Ic^n  com  hauingdoneaa  much  for 

two  busbands'.And  wheraa  my  author  makpth  fo  great  boafi  onely  of  one  learned  woman  ini  taliey  J may  compare(befides  one 
aboue  all  compariforty  that  I noted  in  the  xxJbook^  ) three  or  foure  in  England  out  ofonefamilie  > and  namelie  the  fiTiers  of 
that  learned  Ladie yas  whites  that  rerfe  writte  by  the  meanefi  ofthefou  reyto  the  L adie  Burly^  which  I doubt  if  Caninridge  or 
Oxford  can  mend. 

Si  mihi  quern  cupio  aircs  Mildreda  remitti, 

Tubonajtu  mclior,  tu  mihi  lola  foror: 

Sin  male  cclTando  rctinesj&  trans  mare  mittis, 

Tu  maIa,tupeiorjtu  mihi  nulla  foror. 

Is  fi  Cornubiam,tibi  pax  fit  & omnia  Ixta, 

Sin  mare  Cicilix  nuncio  bella.  Vale. 

Jnthei^.fiaffe. 

And  if  the  great  Macedon  enuiebare, 

Vnto  .Achilles  for  Meonian  Iyre,&c. 

T/>»<f/<<ceM.Alexandcr  Neuell/m/>4fcc/,  in  his yerfesypon  Sir  PhiUip  Sidneys  funeralis , with  far JJ:arper  conceyt 
then  mtyne  author  here  yfetb  it , For  whereaa  the  now  king  of  Scotland  had  writte  among  otherSytbat  pretie  Epitaphof thefore- 
fleidkpi^it. 

Vidit  vt  extinftum  nuper  Citherca  Thilippuntf 
Flcuit,&  hunc  Martem  credidit  efle  fuum, 

Abripuitdigitis  gemmas,colloquc  monilc, 

Marti  iterum  nunquam  feu  placitura  forct: 

Moituus  humanaqui  lufit  imagine  diuam. 

Quid  faceret  iam  fi  ^nd^Mille  rogo> 

— To 


She  wratectothe 
Ladie  Burlte , to 
finda  l{infman 
of  hers  into  fer- 
nwatl,  where 
the  dweliy  and 
to  flop  hit  going 
byond fea. 
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f 


r » th'n  tffeCl  in  En^Ufhy 

When  Fminiiiw  the  noble  Sitfney  dying, 

She  thought,  it  her  beloued  Af<twhadbeenc: 

And  with  the  thought  thereof  ihe  fell  a crying. 

And  caft  away  her  rings  and  carknet  cleene. 

He  that  in  death  a goddeflc  mockt  and  grieucd. 

What  had  he  done  (trow  you)  if  he  had  liucd? 

The  yerfe  hath  a fine  cotueipt , attd  perhaps  better  then  it  fhovnesfor.TS^otp  (rf#  I fay  )iW.N  euell  pratfing  Sir  Philip  S id^ 
nev  i»the  likf  maner,  yfeth  the  likf  application  , m mine  author  dotfj  in  this  place)  preferring  hit  fortHnateneJfe  in  thu  tinder 
before  hiS)Xrhom  Alexander  enuteth  :jf»rhefaith(asl  remendser) 

Pleftra  canant  alios, cccinerunt  (ceptra  Vhilippurri) 

Ifta  coronatis  funt  carmina  digna  cothurnis.  ‘ 


Harps,  other  praife  j a feepter  his  doth fing, 

Ofcrowned'Poet,andofLa>treatkfitg, 

Concerning  tire  tale  o/DrufiUa,  tt  is  takfn  out  o/Plutarke,4»rf  thou^t  a trm  Story-Jit  is  bath  in  the  Courtier  ofCaJlaglioti 
. * aniin  AfulduSfbfstfomeiviMtamplifiedbymineauthor. 


The  end  of  the  Annotations  vpon  the  3 7.  booke. 
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THE  XXXVIII.  BOOKE, 


THE  ARGVMENT. 

Marfifa  dothprefetit  her  felfe  before 
King  (Charles,  andin  his  frefence  is  baptized: 
Aflol^  doth  Senapos Jight  rcftore. 

By  vphom  Juch  hardie  fiats  are  erJerprifedy 
*T  hat  Aqramant  therreith  molefledfire. 

Is  by  So%rmo  finally  aduifid, 

To  make  a chalenge  on  K^geroshedy 
T 0 end  the  troubles  that  the  roarre  had  bred. 


Aire  Ladies,  that  with 
gracious  care  do  hcarc 
My  prefent  ftoty,now  me 
feemesifee. 

By  this  vnwonted  chauit- 
ging  of  your  cheare. 
That  with  you  of- 

fended bcj 

For  thus  again  departing 
from  his  deare. 

And  that  you  take  the  fame  as  ill  as  (he. 

As  though  you  thought,and  durft  affirmc  it  boldly 
That  fire  of  loue,m  hina  did  burnc  but  coldly. 

X 

And  lure  had  he  bene  moued  hereunto. 

By  any  other  caufe,  then  that  I told. 

No  though  therby  he  had  attained  to. 

Rich  Crafffu  wealth,  or  richer  Crefus gold. 

Yet  would  I thinke  (as  now  it  Icems  ye  do) 

Loucs  darts  in  him  had  tane  but  (hallow  hold: 

For  (b  fweet  ioy,as  this  was  to  be  thought. 

With  gold  nor  filuer  neuer  could  be  bought 

But  when  ones  honor  (hall  thereon  depend. 

Then  (hould  it  meric  not  excure,but  praifcj 
Chiefly  when  one  fo  truly  may  pretend. 

He  can  not  faue  his  honor  other  wayes: 

And  that  fam  e worn  an  that  her  felfe  (hould  bend, 
To  flop  the  fame  by  prayre,orby  dclayes. 

Should  giue  iuft  caufe  to  cu’rie  one  toguclTc, 

Her  loue  were  litle,  or  her  wit  were  lefle. 

4 

For  if  a woman  (hould  ofhim  (he  loucs, 

Bflecmcthc  life  and  fafetie  as  her  offne^ 


(I  fpeake  of  fuch,whofc  choicc'no  chage  remouesj 
And  whofc  afFeftions  are  not  ralhly  growne) 

Then  furc  much  more  in  reafon  it  behoues. 

That  more  care  ofhis  honor  (hould  be  (liown^ 

By  how  much  more,  it  (hould  in  due  account 
Both  plealures  all,  and  life  it  (clfe  furmount 

y 

In  following  of  his  Lord  fo  faithfully, 

Bpgero  did  but  cu’n  as  he  was  bound. 

And  ifhe  (hould  hauelefthim  then,  thinkcl 
He  (hould  haue  done  it  bii  t on  (lender  ground: 

What  though  AmontemzAc  his  father  die  ? 

On  ^gramant  that  fault  could  not  redound. 

Who  had  for  all  his  aunceftors  offences, 

Giu’n  to  ^gero  manie  recomp  enccs. 

6 

He  did  but  well,  in  going  to  his  Lord, 

And  (he  as  well  (it  cannot  be  denied) 

In  that  (he  thereto  grauntedhcraccord, 

Which  (he  might  hap  haue  ftopr,  had  (he  replied. 

That  from  the  lame  her  liking  had  abhordj 
What  (he  wants  now,  may  hence  forth  be  (lipplied 
But  if  that  honor  haue  one  minu  ts  ftaine,  Stmmett 

An  hundred  yearcs  fcantcan  it  clcanfc  againe. 

7 

Now  while  'Rogero  Vnto  Arly  went. 

As  dutie  bound  him  to  T laianos  haire, 

Vnto  the  Chriften  campe  incontinent, 

Bradamant  and  Marfifa  (noble  paire) 

As  louing  frends  and  cofins  now  they  went, 

And  vnto  CtjarUs  his  tent  they  did  repairej 
Who  minds  by  fiege,or  battels  doubtfull  chaunce 
Todriue  thefe  tedious  troubles  out  of Frauncc. 


JdArfifuortiiQn 


She  mt»s  the 
■vaut  out  ef  the 
tKTtbe,!')  the  la- 
te)-end  of  the  l6, 
boche. 
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When  in  the  campe  it  was  made  knowne  and  brutedj 
That  Br  adamant comejher  noblcft  brothers 
Came  foorth  to  hetjand  kindly  her  faluttd, 

With  though  they  came  offimdry  mothers^ 
And  lhe,as  for  herfexc  and  callmg  futcd. 

Did  refalute  both  ihenijand  diuerfe  others, 
Kifling  fome  few,  fpcaking  vnto  the  beft. 

And  making  frendly  geftures  to  the  reft. 

But  when  Marfifat  name  was  heard  and  knowne, 
Whofe  noble  ades  eu’n  from  Catay  to  Spainc, 
And  ou  cr  all  the  world  befide  were  blowne. 

To  looke  on  her  all  were  lb  glad  and  faine, 
Withprefleand  thruft  many  were  ouerthrownej 
And  fcarfe  a man  could  in  the  tents  remainc, 
Heauing  and  Ibouing,  hither-ward  and  thither. 

To  feefo  braue  apaire  as  thefc  togithcr. 

10 

Now  when  to  Charles  his  prelcncc  come  they  be, 
Vpon  her  knees  Marfifa  did  decline. 

And (asTurfino  writes)  no  man  did  fee, 

Her  knee  to  touch  the  ground  before  that  time. 
To  none  of  anie  calling, or  degree. 

Neither  to  Chriften  Prince  or  Sai  azine: 

Onlyihe  doth  efteeme  king  Tepins  Ibnne, 
Worthie  to  whom  fuch  honor  fhould  be  donne. 

11 

But  Charles  arofe,  and  met  her  halfc  the  way,  , 

And  in  kinde  ftately  fort  did  her  embrace. 

And  let  her  by  his  fide  thatprefent  day, 

And  aboue  all  the  Princes  gaiie  her  place. 

Then  voyded  was  the  roome  that  none  might  ftay 
But  Lords  and  Knights,  worthie  of  lb  great  grace. 
Excluding  all  the  faweie  bafer  fort. 

And  then  Ip  ake  in  fu  ch  like  Ibrr, 

iz 

Mightie  ^ugufus  ,high  renownd  and  glorious. 

That  ftom  our  Indies,  to  Tyrinchian  Ihore, 

From  Scythia,  frofen  ftiU  witlr  breath  of  Boreat^ 
ToiEthiopia  fcorching  euermore, 

Makft  thy  vi  hire  crofle, lo  famous  and  viclorious. 
By  value  much,  but  by  thy  iufticc  more: 

Thy  praife  (O  Prince)  and  thy  renowned  name, 
Caul'd  drat  from  countries  farre  1 hither  came. 

And  to  fay  troth,  flat  enuie  mou’d  mcchiefc, 
Becaufe  thy  powre  to  reach  fo  farre  1 faw, 

I muft  confefle  I tooke  difdainc  and  griefe. 

That  any  Prince  that  fauord  notour  law. 

And  was  tovsofcontrarie  beliefc, 

Shoidd  grow  fo  great,  to  keepe  vs  all  in  aw; 
Wherforcl  came  with  mind  to  haue  deftroid  tlicc 
Or  by  all  meanes  I could,to  haue  annoyd  thee. 

14 

For  this  I came,  for  this  1 ftay  d in  Fraunce, 

To  fcckc  your  mine  and  your  cuerthrow, 
Whenlo  a chaunce  (if fuch  a thingcanchauncc) 
Made  me  aftend  and  fubieft  of  a foe: 

I will  not  ftay  to  tcU  each  circumftance. 

But  this  in  fiibftance,  it  did  make  me  know, 
ThatI,yourbloodie  tncmic  Marfifay 
Was  daughter  to  Bs^ero  late  of  Ryft. 


He  by  my  wicked  vncles  was  betrayd, 

Leauing  my  wofuU  mother  big  with  child, 

Who  ncare  to  Syrte  down  her  bellie  layd. 

As  ftrangeliefau’d,as  wrongfully  cxild; 

She  brought  a twin,a  man  child  and  a mayd, 
Fofterd  we  were/euen  y cares  in  fortefts  wild. 

By  one  that  had  in  Magickc  art  great  skill. 

But  1 was  ftolnc  from  him  againft  his  will. 

16 

Certain  Arabians  fold  me  fora  flauc, 

Vnto  a Pcrfianking,whom(grown  inycares) 
Becaufe  he  my  virgmitic  would  haue, 

I killed  him  and  all  his  Lords  and  Peers;* 

And  then  fuch  hap,God  and  good  fortune  gaue, 

I gat  his  crown  and  armes,asyet  appear esj 
And  ear  I was  fullic  twife  ten  ycarc  old, 

Scuen  crownes  I gat  bcfide,which  yet  I liold, 

17 

And  being  enuious  of  your  endlcflc  fame, 

(As  carft  I told)  I came  with  firmc  intent, 

By  all  the  meanes  I could, to  quaile  thefamc, 
Andhaplie  might  haue  done  the  hurt  I ment; 
But  now  a better  mindc,that  mindc  doth  tame. 
Now  of  my  mallice  Ido  much  repent, 

Chieflie  fince  by  good  hap,!  vnderftood. 

That  I was  ncare  allide  to  you  in  Wood. 

18 

And  fith  Iknow  my  father  was  your  man, 

I meaneno  lefTc  then  he  did,you  to  feme. 

As  for  the  hate  and  enuie  I began, 

Caufelcfle  to  beare  to  yoUjOow  1 refeme. 

For  ./#^<«»»<wf,and  all  theharme  I can, 

To  all  his  kin,  that  do  the  fame  defeme, 

Becaufe  1 now  do  know, and  am  aflured. 

His  aunceftors  my  parents  death  procured. 

Thisfayd  Marfifa^und  withalldid  adde, 

That  file  would  be  baptifed  out  of  hand  , 

And  when  that  .Adamant  fiic  vanquifiit  had, 
Rcturnc(if  C/Mr/«fb  pleafd)toherown  land. 

And  C hriften  them,and  farther  would  be  glad, 
Againft  all  thofe  ^ would Chriftes  law  withftand. 
Ay  to  beare  armes,withvow  that  allhergaync. 

T o Charles  and  holy  Church  fhould  ay  remay nc. 
ao 

The  noble  Charles  of  toung  as  elloquent. 

As  wife  in  head  and  valorous  in  hart. 

Much  did  extoll  the  Ladie  excellent. 

And  allher  kin  and  fire  by  iuft  defart: 

And  of  her  former  fpeach  incontinent, 

Moft  gtaciouflie  he  anfiveard  eu’rie  part. 
Concluding  that  he  would  for  cuer  after. 

Accept  her  as  his  cofin,and  hisdaugbter. 

21 

Andhcragainehc  did  embrace  ofnew. 

And  kift  her  forehead  as  his  child  indeed; 

Long  it  would  be  to  tell  how  braue  a crew. 

From  Clar mount ySnd  Montane  did  proceed. 

To  Wellcome  herjor  when  Bertaldo  loiew 
Marfifa*  name,what  ioy  in  him  did  breed, 
Callingto  mindc  what  force  in  her  he  found. 
Then  when  Albracca  he  befieged  round. 

Long 


1 1 woe  the  mart- 
nerm  the  old 
lime,  for  men  t* 
l^sffethetr  chil- 
dren or  of  neare 
,i»  the  fore- 
iead,not  on  lb* 
tatsttb- 
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It 

Long  it  wouM  be  to  tell  o^Guidons  ioy, 
WichGri^»^^tt/74/tf,and  Sanfenety 
That  leapt  with  her  their  land, that  dodeftroy, 
Thofe  men  that  in  their  Realme  they  hap  to  get.' 
No  lefle  did  Malajige  and  y'utian  ioy, 
Kemembringhow  (he  ioynd  with 
To  refeue  thcm,as  long  before  I told, 

When  vnto  Bertolage  they  had  been  fold* 


29 

Nor  onely  did  he  giue  him  fouldiers  then. 
Wherewith  he  might  Bifcrta  towne  inuade. 
But  for  each  one  he  askt,he  gaiie  him  ten. 

So  that  two  hundred  thoufand  menhe  made: 
Scarfc  had  the  fields  roome  for  lo  many  men. 
But  footmen  all:  fo  is  that  countryes  trade, 

For  horfes  in  that  Region  are  bu  t dentie. 

But  Elephants  and  Camells  they  haueplcntic. 


ht  tltrnet  ta 

again* 

tht  igl/oak!  10. 
ItaSi. 


I 


OFihe-uH/la!)te 
I faudtlocl^e  t» the 
\ fiarn. 


Now  wasprepard  againft  th’enfuingday, 

A place, as  was  by  CbarlesYiim  felfe  dcuifed. 

Stately  let  footth,and  hangd  with  ritch  aray, 

W here  this  naoft  worthy  dame  ihould  be  baptifed 
Then  Bilhops  were  employd  by  whom  (he  may. 
Be  caught  the  Chriften  faith,and  Catechifcd, 

And  all  that  day  alcarnedClearke  and  Preacher, 
The  principles  of  Chriften  faith  did  teach  her. 

Turfin  their  Archbiftiop  of  chiefe  account, 
Inhisrobespontificiall  doth  bapeifeher, 
Charlesmih  great  reu’recc  ftandeth  by  the  fount. 
And  what  to  anfwcrjhc  did  flill  adiiifc  her. 

But  now  tis  time,thacto  the  Moone  I mount. 

For  that  receit,muft  make  Orlando  wifer, 

Fro  whcce  the  Duke,dcfcedingby  ftraunge  byas. 
Came  with .yjo/w  in  charret  of  £)'<*#. 

And  by  his  guide  he  backc  againc  was  led, 

. Keeping  ftiU  in  his  hand  th3cpor,oi  iarrc. 

That  (liould  againe  make  wife  the  mafed  hed, 

Of  chat  fame  Paladin  well  feene  in  vvarre. 

Further  die  faint  vnto  ^ftolfo  fed, 

Aflbonc  as  they  allighted  from  the  carre. 

That  w an  herbc(of which  there  grew  great  ftore) 
He  fliould  againe  01  fight  rcftorc. 

For  which,and  for  his  former  great  defarr, 

He  fliould  hauc  men  t’allault  Bilerta  land, 
Teaching  him  how  thofe  people  vnexpai  t. 

He  fliould  fo  trayne,to  make  them  to  his  hand: 
Further  he  learned  him  the  way  and  art. 

How  he  might  fafliepafle  th’vnftablc  fand; 

And  thus  S.I o/w.plainlie  from  point  to  point. 
What  th’Englifli  Duke  fliould  do,did  him  appoint 
17 

Then  did^yFo/fio  takehis  winged  fteed. 

And  of  the  faint  deuoutlic  tookehis  leaue. 

And  (baring  downe,he  makes  no  litlc  fpeed, 

To  do  that  which  in  charge  he  did  receauej 
So  farre  by  Nylus  bankes  he  doth  proceed, 

Viitill  that  Nubia  he  did  plaine  pcrceaue; 

And  following  the  courfe  of  that  fame  ftreame. 
Came  to  Semfo,hczd  of  that  fame  Reame, 

28 

Great  was  the  plcafure,triumph,and  the  ioy, 

Stnafo  tookc  when  he  thereof  had  woord, 
Renicmbring  well  the  trouble  and  annoy. 

The  foule  Harpias  brought  him  at  his  boorcb 
But  when  he  made  him  eak  his  fight  enioy. 

And  did  fo  rare  a grace  tohim  affiord, 

That  by  his  meanes  his  eye  fight  was  reftord  Iiim, 
He  wotfliipt  him,and  like  a Cod  adord  him. 


Now  that  fame  day, that  went  before  the  day. 

In  which  the  men  of  Nubia  made  account. 

To  march  on  forward,(bme  part  of  their  way, 
^flolfo  on  his  Griffith  hotfe  doth  mounts 
And  Southward  he  doth  pairc,and  doth  not  ftay, 
Vntill  he  came  neare  to  a miglitie  mount. 

At  foote  whereof  a vaft  caue  he  doth  findc, 
W'hicli  was  the  lodging  of  the  Sothern  winde, 

31 

The  mightie  caue  had  but  a narrow  mouth. 

At  which  the  Dukc(as  Chrifts  Apofile  taught) 
W atched  (b  long,vntil!  the  wind  of  South, 

Came  home  to  eafe,his  fpi  rites  oucr  wrought 
To  enter  in, ATlolfo  him  allowth. 

But  when  anonc,tohaue  come  out  he  thought. 
In  a great  leather  facke  the  Duke  had  plaft. 

At  the  caues  mouth, he  caught  and  tyde  him  faft. 
31 

The  Palladin,full  proud  of  fuch  a pray, 

Returnes  to  Nubia  ward.bcfore  twas  night. 

And  to  the  Negros  then  he  (howd  the  way , 
Appointing  them  how  they  fliould  trauell  right; 
Vidhialls  and  cariages  he  doth  conuay, 

Saflic  vnto  tliat  hill,chac  hight, 

Ouerthofc  fields,wherc  manyhaue  been  found. 
With  wind  for  want  of  wacer,more  then  drownd. 
33 

And  being  come  vnto  the  mountaines  fide. 

There, where  he  might  difeouer  all  the  plaine. 

He  doth  his  bands, and  companies  deuide. 

And  chufeth  thofe  that  are  moft  apt  to  trayne. 
And  thofe  he  parts,and  putceth  them  afide. 

And  orders  for  the  reft  he  doth  ordayne; 

Then  he  in  fight  of  all  the  hill  afeendeth. 

Looking  like  one  that  (bmc  great  feat  incendeth. 


rtt  the 


"Bteaufi  thi 
wind  was  trout 
to  rayjt  tht  find 
famtimesinfuch 
fort  at  It  ouer- 
vrhtlmcdtljem* 
that  went  init. 


34 

And  kneeling  downe(as  one  that  did  beleeuci  * 

His  prayre  ihould  granted  bc,as  well  as  hard) 
Hepraydhis  mafter  their  great  want  releeue: 
Then  cafting  (tones  that  were  before  prepard, 
(What  cannot  firmebelecfe  inChriftatchceue?) 
The  veiy  ftones(a  thing  to  credit  hard) 

Did  grow, and  liue,and  moue  by  hidden  caufe. 
And  had  both  bellyes,leggs,and  necks,and  iawes. 
2? 


OuidMetam.ft 
SaxaquU  hoe 
ertdat  { ntfifit 
fro  teflt  vetif 
/lot. 


And  naying  lovvd,fil!d  all  the  place  with  (bund, 
Ofhorfe,(bme  bay,(bme  roane/ome  daple  gray. 
And  of  all  them  were  readie  horfes  found. 

The  fpurre,the  wand,tlie  leg  and  voyce  t’ob:^; 

T o ftop,to  ftarr,to  palfe  carier,co  bound. 

To  gallop  ftraight,or  round,or  any  way.' 

Thus  were  the  men  well  horft,wichlitlepayncs. 
For  cu’rie  horfe  had  faddle,bic  and  rayncs. 
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Thus  by  this  vertuous  Duke,within  one  houre, 

W ere  f lurfcore  thoufand  footmejhorfcme  made. 
With  which  fb  great  and  vnexpefted  powrc. 

Full  fiercely  he  all  AfFrick  did  miiade. 

Burning  and  Ipoiling  many  a towne  and  towrc. 
All  giuing  way  to  his  vidorious  blade, 

Vntill  three  Princes,  Adamants  vicegetents, 
Made  head  againft  the  Duke,with  their  adhercts. 

The  king  of  ^/<^3^er,and  he  of  Fcrfc, 

With  flout  Sr4«y4r</o,all  three  mightie  kings. 
Finding  their  enemies  to  grow  fo  fierce. 

Send  to  their  Lord  by  fea,word  of  thefe  things, 

A licle  fricket ftraight  the  waucs  doth  pierce. 

And  of  thefe  cuill  newes  quick  notice  brings 
To  •^^MM4ni,thatlay  that  time  in  Arlie, 
Befiegcd  by  an  armie  flrong  and  watlic. 
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W’  ho  hearing  of  his  countryes  wofiiU  calc. 

And  by  his  abfcnce  what  did  them  betyde. 

He  cald  his  Lords,and  Princes  to  the  place, 
Confulting  how  for  diis  harme  to  prouide: 

And  looking  once  or  twile  withflatcly  grace. 
Now  oa  the  tone, then  on  the  tother  fide. 

But  on  Marfilhi^ndSobrinochiticy 
In  filch  like  words  he  told  to  them  his  griefe, 

,1,  , 59 

Altliough  I wot  it  worfl  befeemes  of  all, 

A Generali  to  fay,I  had  not  thought. 

Yet  fo  lay  I.for  when  a harme  doth  f^. 

Beyond  the  reach  of  humane  fence  or  thought, 
Then  fiirc  the  blame  is  either  none  orfmall. 

And  in  this  compalTe  may  my  fault  be  brought : 
My  faultit  wasjAfFrickc  toleauc  vnarmed. 

If  of  the  Nubians  now  they  could  be  harmed. 
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But  who  could  thinke  (butGod)thac  vnderflands 
The  things  to  come  as  well  as  thofe  arc  pafl) 

So  great  an  hofl,could  pafle  fo  many  lands, 

That  were  from  vs  fo  great  a diflance  plaft? 

Twlxt  whom  and  vs,lyes  therfe  vnftable  lands. 

That  daungeroufly  are  mou’d  with  Sothern  blaft, 
Yet  arc  they  come, and  haue  lb  farre  preuayled, 
Byfcrtafclfc  is  now  by  thcmaffaylcd, 
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Now  on  this  point  your  counfells  here  I crauc. 
Whether  1 lhall  all  fruitlefle  hence  retire. 

Or  try  before  I go, if  I can  haue, 

The  crowne  of  Francc,to  which  I do alpire. 

Or  how  I may  at  home  my  country  fauc. 

And  this  dcflroy,which  is  my  mofl  defirc: 

If  any  know  the  mcanc,then  fpeakc  he  to  i r. 

To  tlVcnd  that  we  may  know  the  beftjand  do  it. 
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Thus  much  the  Ibnnc  of  great  T raiano  Ipake, 

And  on  Marfilio  fixt  his  eyes, that  he 

As  the  chiefc  man,thcrcby  might  notice  take. 

That  firft  by  him,hc  would  aduifed  be. 

Who  when  he  had  flood  vp  for  reu’rcnce  fake. 
And  bowd  his  body,and  w ichall  his  knee, 

Downc  fate  him  in  his  honorable  feat. 

And  Ipake  fuch  words  as  I lhall  here  repeat. 


What  cucr  fame  doth  bring,Qf  good  or  ill, 

Euer  to  make  it  gi  cater  it  doth  vfe, 
Whereforc(my  fouctaignc  leige)I  ncucr  will. 

Be  bold  or  baflit  with  hearing  flying  news, 

But  mouc  fuch  doubt, and  fuch  aflurance  flill. 

As  though  I would  not  all  reports  rcflife, 

Tet  would  I thinke  the  truth  of  other  fort, 

Then  as  fo  many  mouthes  lhall  make  report. 
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And  I bclecuc  each  talc  fo  much  the  Icffe, 

By  how  much  morc,from  likcliliood  it  doth  arrei 
Now  in  this  prefent  caufe,let  any  guclTc, 

If  like  it  bc,a  king  that  dwells  fo  farre. 

Could  come  with  Inch  an  hofl,as  they  expreffe, 
To  Aftrica,fo  oftpn  vld  to  warre. 

Palling  thofcpailous  fands,where  tohis  cofl, 
Camlnfes  caifl  did  icefe  his  mightie  hofl. 

But  they  be  Nubians,let  it  be  allowd. 

By  miracle  come  in  a Ihowre  of  raync. 

Or  clollic  cairyd  thither  in  Ibmc  clowd, 

Sith  by  the  wavjnone  faw  fo  large  a trayne: 

Hath  Affiickc  cucrtofiichpeopicbowd? 
Muflthey  haue  ayde  todriuethem  home  agayne* 

. Sure  I may  thinke  you  haue  a Ibrie  gariibn, 

If  bctweenc  tliem  and  yours  there  be  comparifen. 
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Irathcr  thinke  th’Arabians  arc  come  downc, 

From  thofe  their  h]lls,&  done  feme  Ij^ojlc  or  waft. 
And  tanc  fom  mc,&  burnd  Ibmc  baggage  townc. 
Finding  but  rmallrcfiftancc  as  they  paft. 

And  that  Branfardo,  for  his  ovvnc  rcno.vne. 

Whom  as  your  deputie  you  there  had  plaft. 

For  oncjfccts  down  one  hundred  in  his  letter. 

To  th’cnd  that  his  cxcufe  may  feeme  the  better, 
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But  if  you  will  but  fend  fomc  Ihip  ortwayne. 

So  as  your  ftandard  may  therein  appeare. 

No  doubt  but  they  willhye  them  home  agayne. 
By  that  time  thefe  but  wcigli  their  ankers  hearc. 
Whether  Arabians, that  can  bide  nopayne. 

Or  that  they  Nubians  be;the  cafe  is  clcare, 
Whooncly  taken  haue  this  hart  of  grace. 
Knowing  your  pcrlbn  abfentfrom  the  place. 
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Wherefore  this  isthcfummcofmyperlwafion, 
Perfed  the  conqueft  here, ear  you  go  hence; 
Charles  can  no  more  endure  your  lharpe  inualion. 
Now  that  his  nephew  is  diftraught  offence: 

Now  by  the  forehead  let  vs  take  Occafion, 

Leaft  after  all  our  traucll  and  expcnce. 

He  hyde  away  his  haire,and  turnc  his  bald. 

And  we  vnprouident  be  thought  and  cald. 
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With  thefe  fo  wary  Words,andfuch  as  thefe, 

The  fubtle  Spaniard  labourd  to  petfwade, 

The  king  ofAffricke  not  to  pafle  the  leas,  , 

Till  of  the  warres  in  France, an  end  were  made: 
But  fage  5oiri»o,that  efpydc  with  eafe. 

How  deepe  he  feemd,  in  lhallow  ftreams  to  wade, 
Receding  priuat,more  then  publicke  caufe, 
Anfwcrd  it  thus, after  a litle  paufe. 
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My  licgc>vvhen  firft  to  peace  I coiinfcld  you, 

I would  1 had  not  been  fo  true  a Pi  ophet, 

Or  if  iny  fayings  needi  muft  prouc  lo  trew, 

I would  you  had  bclccu’d  them  for  your  profit; 

Noe  ^Qdomount,\n^■\  that  ralbyouthfullcrcw, 
Meyrd  and  Marbdiisl then  did  fcolFc  it. 
Whom  now  I willihcare  prefent,  face  to  face, 
Butchicflieii?</<»«o«»^  Iwifti  in  place. 

He  that  then  vndertooke  to  make  all  Fraunce, 

Like  to  the  duftjthatflyesbeforc  thewind. 

He  that  did  vow, in  hcau’n  or  helI,your  launce 
To  folIow,nay  to  leaue  it  farre  behind. 

Now  when  he  fliould  the  matter  inoft  aduaunce, 
Vnprofitablic  lurkes  in  corners  blind; 

And  1 that  then  (becaufe  I told  you  trew) 

W as  cald  a coward, ftill  abide  with  you. 

Ji- 

And  ftill  I will  abidc,what  ear  infuth. 

During  this  life, which  though  made  weake  ^ age 
I will  not  fcare,againft  the  ftrongeft  youth. 

That  hues  in  Franccjinyour  defence  to  gage; 
Neither  can  any  charge  me  with  vntruth, 

Not  from  the  proudeft  Prince,to  pooreft  page, 
And  well  I wot, I haue  done  more  then  Ibme, 

That  promift  much  ear  they  were  hitlier  come. 
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Thus  much  I fay, thereby  more  plaine  to  prouc, 

That  what  I tlien  did  fay,or  now  impart. 

Came  from  true  feruice,and  of  loyall  louc. 

And  not  of  fainc,much  le/Te  of  hollow  hart: 

Now  1 aduife  you  hence  witlilpecd  remoue, 

Aild  that  you  homward  in  all  haft  depart, 
Forwellyou  wot,thatwiredomeit  is  none. 

In  winning  other  mcns,toleefe  ones  own. 
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Yet  know  not  I, why  we  fliould  call  it  winning, 
Ifofour  lofl^cs  iuft  account  we  yccid, 

Thirtic  two  kings  we  were  at  thebeginning, 

A third  part  now  fcarce  tarry es  in  the  fccld; 

And  we  our  fellies  vp  a comer  pinning, 

Scant  faffc  within  thefc  rampiers  can  vs  ftieeld. 
We  fo  decay ,€xccptin  time  we  ccafe. 

At  laft  we  fliall  be  driu’n  to  few  for  peace. 
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Orlando  is  not  there,tis  true,what  thoc? 

Had  he  been  thcre,we  had  all  dyde  car  this. 

His  want  doth  but  prolong  our  ouerthrovv. 

By  other  meujour  ftate  in  daunger  is: 

They  haue  B^naldo  there, that  plain  doth  fliow, 

His  force  and  cou  rage, not  much  lefle  then  hisi 
There  are  his  cofins, all  the  Palladines, 

Etcrnall  terror  to  our  Sarazincs. 

5<5 

Further  they  haue  a man  in  ftrength  and  hart, 
(Needsimuftprayfemy  foe  againft  my  will) 

A fecond  Mars,\  meane  king  Brandimart, 

• Whole  great  puiflancedoynd  to  aSiue  skill. 

My  fclfe  in  Angle  fight  haue  found  in  part. 

And  further  proofe  haue  feen  by  others  ill : 
Bcfidcs,Or/f,«<^  wantedlong  ago, 

. S ince  which  wc  more  haue  loft  th^  won,j  ou  kriow. 
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Now  if  we  fped  no  better  in  time  paft, 

Wc  fliall  fpccdworfc  hereafter,!  do  dread, 

Wc  fee  Cradajfo  oucr  fea  is  paft, 

And  tliat  the  valiant  Mandricard  is  dead; 

Marfifa  hath  forfaken  vs  at  laft. 

And  B^domount.oi whom  it  may  be  fed. 

Were  but  his  faich,with  force  to  be  compared, 

The  reft  might  in  a manner  haue  been  fpared. 
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Now  when  as  fo  great  hclpes  and  fuccours  faylc  vs, 
So  many  thoulands  of  ourfouldicrs  flainc. 

And  all  fupplics,that  fliould  at  all  auaylc  vs. 
Already  come  from  Aflrickc  and  from  Spainc; 
They  haue  oflatc,gotfoure  new  knights  to  quaylc 
Equall  to  any  of theChriften  traync,  (vs, 
Foure  knightsjthat  if  you  fearch  fro  hecc  to  Inde, 
Foure  kni^ts  to  match  thefe  foure,you  lhall  not 
y?  (finde. 

I know  not  if  you  cuer  heard  before, 
OfOkwerojfonncs,  miSanfonet, 

With  Guidon  fauagc,whom  I vallcw  more. 

Then  all  their  other  fuccours  that  they  get. 

From  Allmaine,the  higher  or  the  lower. 

Although  fuch  aids  at  naught  we  cannot  fet. 

And  we  do  fecjplainlie  before  cur  eyes. 

That  eu’ry  day,tbey  may  haue  frcfli  fupplics* 

6q 

Wemay  aflurcourfelucsifanymorc 
Wc  take  the  field,our  fide  goes  to  the  pot. 

For  if  when  we  were  two  for  one  before, 

Yet  wc  muft  needs  confeflc,wc  gainednor. 

Now  they  fo  much  incrcafcd  haue  their  ftore. 
With  fbrrainepovvrc,botli  Englifli,Dutch&  Sco^ 
What  can  wc  hope  but  after  aU  our  toylc. 

To  haue  bad  rcoompence  of  fliame  and  foylc? 
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Yet  all  is  well,  ifyou  will  part  betime. 

And  getyou  home  before  it  be  to  late, 

But  if  you  tarry  any  longer  time, 

Hearc  you  will  leeleyour  me,  at  home  your  ftate 
Now  it  to  leaue  Marftlio  feeme  a crime, 

Forfearc  the  world  condemne  you  for  vngratc. 
To  faue  him  harmelefl'c,you  for  peace  muft  few. 
Which  they  will  furc  accept,if  lb  will  you. 

6z 

But  ifyou  thinke  fuch  motion  may  notftand, 

W ich  honou  r of  your  ftate  and  high  degree. 

And  hepe  by  fight  to  make  afurer  hand. 

Which  yet  how  it  lucceded  hath  you  fee; 

Seeke  yet  at  leaft,  to  haue  the  vpper  hand 
By  this  deuife,and  herein  follow  me: 

Put  all  the  quarrels  triall,ifyou  can, 

To  onc,and  let  ^g!-ro  be  the  man. 

I know,  and  you  do  know, and  fo  ye  all 

Do  know, that  our  f(ogero  hath  fuch  might. 

No  Chriften  can  fo  fturdie  be  or  tali. 

As  hand  to  hand  to  conqucrc  him  in  fight ; 

But  if  you  meane  to  make  warre  generall, 
Though  he  in  ftregth  farrpafle  each  other  knight. 
Yet  in  the  fight  he  but  for  one  can  ftand. 

And  what  is  one  againft  a might  band  ? 
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1 thinke  it  beftjif  fo  you  chinkc  it  good. 

To  offer  this  to  Charles, that  if  he  wil]. 

If  with  his  worthie  courage  fo  it  Hood, 

For  fauing  thofcjwhom  you  on  both  fidcs  kill, 
Andfljunningofthefheddingguiltlcffe  blood. 
Which  both  of you, on  each  fide  dayly  Ipill, 

Each  fide  tochufe  onechampio  at  whofe  parrel). 
To  make  a full  conclufion  of  the  quarrelL 

Frouidcd  firft,chac  which  lb  ear  of  theafc 

Shall  dye, his  Prince  lhall  pay  the  tothcr  tribute: 

I know  this  motion  will  not  Charles  difpleafe. 

For  all  Ills  Lords,will  there-vnto  contribute; 

And  this  would  worke  our  raftie,and  our  eafe, 

For  to  fo  much  I attribute. 

That  fuch  his  vallew  is,this  caufc  fo  Kift, 

Were  Mars  ^nta'^omJl,yct  yccld  he  muff. 
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Thcfe  words  Sobrinofpakc  with  luch  effeft. 

As  ^gramant  thereto  gauc  his  confent. 

And  then  Interpretors  he  did  direft. 

Who  ftraight  toCharles  with  fuch  a challcge  went: 
Charles  mcanes  not  fu  ch  occafion  to  ncgleft. 

He  thinks  the  combat  won  incontinent. 

He  had  fuch  ftore  of  champions,ncar  the  later, 
Vnto  B^naldo  he  committs  the  matter. 
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Glad  were  both  armyes  of  this  new  accord. 
Henceforth  to  liuc  in  quyet  they  intend. 

And  either  part  doth  praife  their  foucraigne  Lord 
That  of  thcfe  broylcs, would  make  fo  fpeedic  end; 
Each  one  in  mindc  thefc  fooliili  brails  abhord. 
That  made  the  thus  in  warres  their  days  to  fpend. 
Each  man  could  fay,andno  man  then  denyd  it. 
That  warre  is  fwcet  to  thofc  that  haue  not  tryd  it. 
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in  mindc  doth  much  reioyfc, 

To  thinke  his  Prince  had  done  him  fuch  a grace. 
To  make  of  him,aboue  lb  many  choyfc, 

Fortriall  offo  great  importing  cafe: 

And  though  B^gero  were  by  common  voyce, 
Deemd  the  chiefe  man  of  all  theTurkilh  race. 
And  hand  to  hand  had  killed  Mandricard, 

Bsnaldo  chis,but  htlc  did  regard. 

69 

But  good  Kpgeto  he  was  nothing  glad, 

Though  of  fo  many  gallant  men  and  ftout. 

His  king  lohis  great  prayfcjhim  chofenhad. 

And  abouc  all  the  reft  had  pikt  him  out; 

His  heart  was  hcauie,and  his  lookc  was  lad. 

Not  that  in  minde  he  ought  did  dread  or  doubt, 
Bffuddos  forccs,or  Orlandos  either. 

No  fcarcc  and  if  diey  had  been  both  togithcr. 
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But  this  procur’d  hisgricfc,bccaufc  he  knew, 
brother  was  vnto  his  dearc, 

Whodidher  plaints  with  letters  oftrenew. 

And  charged  him  fodeepcjas  touchthim  ncarc: 
Now  if  he  Ihould  to  old  wrongs,3d  this  new, 

Tokill  %w<*/(fo,then  the  cafe  is  cleare. 

She  Ihould  haue  lb  great  reafon  to  reproue  him. 
He  doubts  Ihc  neuer  will  hereafter  loue  him. 
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Now  if  Sfigero  do  in  filent  Ibrt, 

Lament  this  combat  taneagainft  his  will, 

Doubtnot  his  Ipoufc  hearing  this  fad  report. 

Was  worfe  apayd  then  he,  at  leaft  as  ill; 

She  beats  his  breft,  & breaks  her  gold  hairclhort. 

And  many  tcares  with  Ibrrow  flic  did  Ipill, 

Calling  l(ogero  oftentimes  vngrate. 

And  eucrmorc  curling  her  cruell  face. 

Needs  muft  it  tumc  vnto  her  griefe  and  paync , 

Who  car  is  oucrcome,who  cucr  win. 

She  dare  not  thinke  B,i>gero  can  be  flaync. 

Her  heart  fuch  anguifli  doth  conceauc  therein; 

And  ifitplcafed  Chrift  fo  toordaync. 

For  chaftifinghis  wretched  peoples  finne. 

That  ma  fliould  dyc,that  of  her  houfe  was  chiefe, 

Befidcs  his  death,that  brought  a further  griefe. 

73 

A griefe  that  was  indeed  beyond  all  mcafure. 

To  thinke  flie  neuer  might  hencefooth  for  lhame, 

Go  to  her  fpoufcjWithout  the  flat  dilplcafurc. 

Of  all  her  kin  and  houfe  of  whence  ihc  came: 

And  when  Ihc  weigh’d  the  cafc,at  better  leafure. 

Each  thing  to  her  feemd  worfe  & worfe  to  frame. 

For  why  Ihe  kncw,hcr  toung  that  knothad  tyde. 

That  while  flic  hu’d,neucr  might  loofc,nor  Aide. 
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But  that  deare  frend  of  hers, that  neuer  fayld. 

To  hclpe  at  chiefeft  needs,thc  noble  mayd, 

I meane  the fage  MeliJJa^opreuzyld, 

That  Bradamantis  griefe  was  part  alayd. 

For  when  Iheknew  the  caufe,and  what  Ihc  ayld, 

Againft  the  time,lhe  promifed  her  ayd; 

And  vndcrtooke,that  of  that  bloudy  quarrel). 

To  her  nor  hers,there  ftiould  arife  no  parrelL 

7f 

This  while  the  gallant  knights  againft  the  fight. 

Them  rclues,aRd  cak  their  weapons  doprouide. 

The  choife  whereof  did  appertainc  in  right, 

Vnto  the  champion  of  the  Chriften  fide. 

Who, as  a man  that  tooke  but  fmall  delight, 

(Since  hchad  lofthis  famous  horfc)toridc, 

Chofc  to  fight  armd  on  foot,and  in  this  fort, 

Wcapond  with  axes  long, and  daggers  ftiort. 

76 

Wercitbychaunce,orwercit inregard,  / 

That  Malagige  aduifed  him  thereto, 

Bccaufe  he  knew  the  force  of  BaJyfard, 

Able  all  charms  of  armour  to  vndoc,  (heard) 

(Of whofe  ftiarpc  edge  you  haue  ear  this  time 
But  thus  they  did  appoint  between  them  two, 

Alfo  about  the  place  they  do  agree, 

A plainc  ncarc  Arlie  walls ,the  fame  to  be. 
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Now  when  ./^»ror4  left  the  lothcd  bed,  Lee^e  m tbt 

Of77r<»»(vnto  whom  {he  hath  fmall Lft)  Table. 

To  th’end  that  no  diforder  may  be  bred, 

Marflialls  on  cither  fidc,diuidc  the  lift. 

At  end  \4hereof,wcre  ritch  pauilJions  Iprcd, ' 

Where  nothing  chat  belongs  to  ftate  was  mift. 

And  diftant  from  each  tent  a litlc  Ipace, 

On  either  fide,thcy  did  an  altar  place. 

Not 
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Not  long  time  after  this, in  battcll  ray, 

ThcTurkilh  army  withtheirking  camcour, 
Gliftring  in  gold,and  ftatcly  ritch  aray. 

In  (hoWjWith  all  Barbarian  pompefet  out. 

On  an  Arabian  horfc,  of  cullour  bay 
He  rodc,and  by  his  fide  l^ogero  ftoiit. 

Rode  check  by  cheek, and  to  his  greater  fame. 

On  him  to  wak,MarfiLo  thought  no  fliamc . 
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HishcImet(for  the  which  the  Tartar  dyde, 

Slaync  by  l^ero  as  1 did  rchcarfe) 

(Which  fince a thoufand yeares, and  more  belidc. 
Was  celebrated  in  more  ftatcly  vearfe) 

Airtr/Ao  carridjby  fide, 

Mounted  vpon  a Spanilh  genet  fcarcc. 

His  armour,and  all  did  thereto  belong. 

Other  great  ftaces,deuided  them  among. 
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On  tothcr  ftde  came  vtoTt\^eCh^rlemayn«, 

Foorth  of  his  tents,  ftrongly  intrencht  anonc 
And  all  his  bands  of  men  he  did  ordayne, 

So  as  if  he  to  battell  ftiould  haue  gone: 

About  him  was  of  Peers  a noble  trayne, 

J{eruddo  in  the  midds,wich  armour  on, 

Onely  that  helmet  earft  from  Mambrytt  tanc. 

Was  by  Fggero  borne, the  noble  Dane. 
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Two  axesjboth  alike  in  each  relpcft, 

S alamort  and  Duke  Islamite  beare  before. 

The  Chieftaines  on  each  fide  their  men  direft. 

To  keepe  w jthin  their  limitts  euer  more; 

And  in  the  midftjWasleft  a large  prolpeift, 
Betweene  each  companie,and  roome  good  ftore, 
Forprefent  deachitwas,if  any  venter, 

Sauc  the  two  cham])ions,in  the  lifts  to  enter. 

When  fecond  choife  ofweapon(as  was  fit) 

Wasgiu’n B^gero  to  auoyd  fulpeft, 

TwoPriefts  before  the  reft  came  foorth,to  wic 
Of  each  fide  one, and  one  of  either  fed, 

Each  had  abooke,ours  had  Chrifts  holy  writ. 
Theirs  Alcoran, with  errours  fouleinfeft. 

With  ours  came  forth  the  Chrifte  Prince  deuout. 
With  that  of  thcirs,the  king  of  Turkes  camcout. 
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And  firft  king  Charles  neare  to  his  altar  ftands. 

And  this  great  proteflation  there  d;d  make. 
Lifting  toheauen  both  hcart,and  eyes  and  hands, 
O God,0  Chrift,that  fuffre^  for  our  fake, 

O bleffed  Ladie,that  in  fwathing  bands, 

Heldft  him  that  mortall  flefti  of  thee  did  take. 

And didft nine  monthes  enclofe  yhighdiuinitic, 
Infacred  wombe,ftill  keeping  true  virginitic, 
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Witneflewith  mc,thathercl  make  it  known, 
Andpromife  faithfully  for  me  and  mine, 
To.^_grrt»jrt«r,andwho  lb  earfliall  own. 

The  crowne  of  Affrike  in  enfuing  time. 

That  if  my  champion  {hall  be  ouerthrown. 

To  pay  to  them, each  yeare  of  gold  moft  fine. 

Ten  horflode,and  foorthwith  the  warres  to  ceafe, 
And  eiiermore  hereafter  to  haue  peace. 


8J 

And  if  I faylc,thcn  let  the  fcarcfiill  wrath 
Of  both, on  me  at  once  this  follic  wreake. 

And  workc  vnto  my  fed  all  wo  and  fcadi, 

That  all  infuing  ages  plainc  may  fpeake, 

Loe  what  a plague,and  iuft  reward  he  hath, 

That  durft  his  oth  to  you, and  promife  breake: 
This  rayd,his  handhe  layd  vpon  the  booke. 

And  vp  on  heauen  he  fixt  his  ftedfaft  lookc. 
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When  this  was  donc,then  all  departed  thence. 
Whereas  the  Turkes  had  with  muchfiiperftition, 
Adornd  their  altar  with  no  fmall  cxpcncej 
And  their  king  with  like  condition, 

Vowd  ncuer  after  this, to  do  offence 
To  C/;4r/er,butpafl'e.thereaswith  expedition. 

And  ay  keepe  pcace,and  equall  tribute  pay. 

If  that  Bsgero  vanquiflit  were  that  day. 

'Oo..;  ,-87 

And  in  like  Ibrthe  did  proteft  alowd, 

-Calling  on  Mahomet,his  Idoil  great. 

And  by  that  booke,  that  his  Pneft  held,Iie  vowd 
-Fully  to  kecjie  all  that  he  did  repeat: 

This  done,  to  part  from  thence  all  were  allowd. 
And  cither  Prmce  retired  tohisfeatj 
Then  in  like  fort  they  fivearc  the  champions  botl^ 
And  thus  much  in  effeft  containd  their  oth. 
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^ogero  promifcthjthat  if  the  fight. 

By  Agramant  (ball  be  difturbd  or  parted. 

That  ncuer  after  he  will  be  his  knight, 

But  ferue  kingC/wr/w,  and  be  to  himy:uchartcd. 
Benaldo  in  like  Ibrt  his  faitlr  doth  plight. 

That  if  to  him,  Charls  uny  aide  imparted. 

Before  that  one  of  them  were  ouercome. 

That  then  him  relfe,to  Adamant  come. 

8? 

After  thefe  ceremonies  all  were  ended. 

Then  eu'ry  man  departed  to  his  fide. 

And  then  the  warriours  oncIy  now  attended. 

The  trumpetts  found,that  battell  fignifidcj 
Which  whe  both  heardjthen  each  of  the  intcded. 
To  ftiowthcvtmcft  ofhis  vallew  tiydc: 

Now  Ibuds  the  ftcele  with  b]ows,not  few  nor  (oft. 
Now  they  them  felues,ftrikc  low, andnow  aloft. 
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Sometime  they  would  beguile  the  tone  the  tothcr. 
Minding  vnto  their  ftrength,to  ad  their  art. 

They  proffer  at  one  placc,and  ftrike  another, 
Inuading  ft<ll  the  leaft  defended  part- 
But  good  ^(^.^erojthat  againft  thebrother. 

Of  her  did  fight, that  did  poffefle  his  hart. 

Did  oft  beftowhis  blows,wich  fuch  regard, 

Moft  thought  I{enaldoyW2i  forliim  to  hard. 
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He  feemed  readier  to  warde  then  ftrike, 

For  he  him  felfe  knew  not  well  what  he  ment. 

To  kill  Bjnaldo, chaz  he  did  not  like. 

To  dye  him  felfe, that  was  not  his  intent: 

But  nowlhopcthatnone  will  it  miflike, 

Sith  in  this  booke  fo  much  time  hath  beenfpent 
And  leaft  my  tedioufnes  may  fomc  moleft. 

In  this  enfewingbooke  to  heare  the  reft, 

Ee  iij 


Moral!. 


Hifloric. 


AUcgotie. 

AUufion. 


314  the  XXXVIII.  BOOKE 

In  the  beginning  of  this  booke  « fet  Jo'jon  l)on>  great  a regard  a wan  ought  to  haste  of  Irste  isontr  indeed , namely  to  do  no- 
thing wherein  it  may  be  sssUly  touched-.not  df  ostryostnggallants  in  thefe  dayes^  that  (lad  vpo  their  puntos  in  trifing  matters^ 
halting  neither  honor  in  their  hearts  jnor  truth  in  their  mouthes,  0 doubt  bstt  to  a noble  nature  and  dsj^oftionj.onor  if  the  tert- 
derefi  thing  that  may  be'.y^ndtlreref ore  it  may  well  of  them  befaid. 

Maal  honor  chi  mancha  in  vn  momento,  But  if  that  honor  haue  on  minutes  ftainc, 

Nonpuo  in  cento  annifatisfaf^ne  in  cento.  Anhundredycaresfcantcanitclenfc  againe. 

But  as  in  l{eligion,the  true  ffage  therofssmi'f  neceffarie  to  the  good  of  the  foulejbsit  berejies  and fuferfiitio  be  mtfi  damna- 
ble-, fo  in  this  defire  of worldly  reputation, tire  good  and  conjiderat  regard  therofis  the  moft  worthy  and  Getlemarrly  thingthat 
can  betbut  the  vayne  and fritiolotts  maintenaimce  thereof  is  as  ridiculous  and  to  be  fcorned.  For  example  imagine  fame  man  fa 
chafi,(as  Cx^tttwas  called)  omniil  mulicru  vir , or  to  yfeour  homly  Englifh  pl>rafe(^as  the  town  bull  of  the  Parifli)/# 
true  ofh'ss  wardens  he  that  H ey  wood  writs  of  that  l^pt  all  the  commandements,and  namel^that  toncerningfalfe  witnes. 

With  witncffe  falfe  thou  hurteft  none,  for  why,  Each  word  thou  fpeaklfjeach  man  doth  know  a lye. 

Soteperat  in  eating  and  drin'ifiig  that  Ire  furfetsbut  once  a weel^,vidz.fiom  Saterday  to  Saterday\gi)-  endowed  with  other 
magmficall  qualities, as fweariitg  and  gaming, and  rrow  and  then  (of  thegentlenes  of  his  rtatu  re)not  fcorning  a T adars  occupa- 
tion. Canyou  maruel(J  fayfiffuch  c*  tna  fland  fomwhat  tycely  ypon  his  honorjfhebe  touched  therein  r but  the  true  Irenorable 
perfon  indeed, 'will  neither giue  iefl'caufe  of  ojfence,norbeare  any  wrong  or  difgract-ytnd who  foeuer  fayles  either  in  thefirfi  of 
thefe,  for  want-off}aridzpuirmment,orfaynts  in  the  later  of  thefe, for  want  of  true  couragejiit  him  kpow  hss  honor goeth  lame 
on  one  legge,otdy  thefirfi  of thefe  two  mayms  may  he  cured, but  the  t other  is  called  a priuiemayme^md  is  utterly  incurable. 

Concerning  the  Orations  of  Agi  3m3nt,Marfilio,4«/  Sobrino,  a man  miglrt  mah^  a long, and  not  rnneceffary  difcourft 
of  the  matter, but  that  I hauetal’^enypameto  note^  not  to  difcourfe:  Firfitherjorein  Agtzvciiltt  we  may  obferue  howyoiig 
couragiousTyinces  (^fuch  as  he  is  defcribed  to  hcutbin)  are  egged  only  their  grand  minkm(to  whom  peace  is  a penaunce)  to 
makfwarre'-vpo  other  niescotitryes,^  many  times  leaue  their  own  ynguardcd:!  nwbich  lqnd,fooUsfom  times  giue  wifer  ccii- 
fell  then  they.jds  in  the  time  of  that  good  ([ugof  France  Francis  thefirfi,  they  report  that  when  Ik  inuaded  1 talyfie  cofulttd 
with  his  counfill, wiser  e he  were  befl  to  enter  Lombardy:  fame  aduifing  one  wayjbme  another, a foole fiaditg  by,  and  hearing 
their  confultation,came  in  among?}  them  andfware  that  they  were  all  fooles:for(^  faith  he)here  is  euery  man  aduifeth  tin  Ipng 
howto  enter  info  I taly,but  none  ofyois  taltps'care  how  he fhall  get  out  againcctbis  tltough  accounted(^as  it  wasy>ut  a fotlesboult 
for  the  time,  yetproued  to  true  afterwardtfor  in  that  iourney  the  l^ngwas  takyt  ,andw<ts  fent  prifoner  to  a Caftlein  Spaynt 
called  Madrillo. 

In  Marfilio  and  Sobrino, may  fee  the  qisallities  of agood  coufeller  to  a Trince,and  a had, one  hauing  only  a regard  t» 
h'ss  own  priuat,the  totherplaine  and faithfull,and  catefullfor  his  Vrinces  hefi  faftieJn  that  Sobrino  the  good  and faithfuU 
counfeller, aduifeth  to  makpan  end  of  tlKWarre  one  way  or  other , either  by  talqngcr  paying  tribute, one  may  obferue  that  in- 
deed it  ss  no  pMiciefor  VrinceSfbut  the  ytter  rtsine  ^ beggering  of  their  I^alm.es,to  protog  tlxir  warres,^  to  trifie  away  mo- 
ney ^ time  in  fudr  fcrious  caufes,eir  he  as  yncertam  in  the  end  as  in  the  heginning.T  be filing  of  a noble  and  wife  coiifellor(an 
other  Sobrino)/«  England, is  wortly  to  be  remembred,that  with  a pretie  tale  hetold,ytterly  condemned  fuch  lyngringprocee- 
dings.T  Ik  tale  was  thts,a  poore  widow(^faid  heftn  the  lountry, doubting  her  preuifion  of  wood  would  net  lafi  all  cIk  winter, 
yet  defiring  to  rofi  a ioynt  of  meat, and  a hen  one  day  to  wdlcom.e  herjrendsfiayd  on  two  fiickl  when  that  would 

not fcarfelKat  it,  floe fetched  two  more^nd  fo  fitll  burning  the  out  by  two  and  two(wlKreas  one  fagot  laid  on  at  thefirfi  would 
haue  rofied  if)  fhejpent  foure  or fiue  faggots  more  then  fhe  needed  j andyet  when  all  was  done,  her  meat  vuas  fcorched  of  one 
fide, and  raw  oftlK  tctlrer  (idether fiends  dl  content  with  their  fare,andjhe  enf treed  ear  winter  went  about,  to  borrow  wood  of 
her  poore  neighbours,becaufe fo  maty  of  her  own facketts  were  /pent. 

Crefus  was  the  kfig  ofLydia,wln  tltought  him  fclfe  happy  for  his  ritches-  but  Solon  was  of  another  opinion jand  therfore 
thought  a foole  by  hm,till  in  the  end  Crefus  being  bound  at  a fiab^ , to  be  burned  by  h 'u  rifloriotts  enemy, he  cryed  out  on  tho 
name  ofSo\on,and  tlrrough  that  thickp  and  darbffmokf  fie  could  fee  that  wifedome , which  before  his  eyes  daTfed  with  foolifh 
worldly  felicitie  could  n tjee, 

Craflus  called  alfo  the  ritch  CrafTiis,.*  Citigen  of^omefi'is  fay  it^  was, that  no  man  wasritch  that  could  not  with  his  bare 
reuenue  maintaine  a I\oyall  army  : whichifitbe  atrue  faying  , I doubt  whither  atyTtince  Chrifiened  atth'tsdeybe  ritch, 
Cra  fills  in  rep)  och  ofh'is  couetoufnes,had  moulfegold  poured  into  hit  mouth  by  the  Vai  thians,  who  toobe  him  prifener  and  (lew 
I>»i».CanDbifes  fonne  o/Cy  rus  kpigof'Perfia  hauing  conquered  Egipt, inuaded  the  Ammonians  with  a great  armie,  but  for 
Want  ofriclualls  was  forced  to  giue  ouer  his  enterprife , Fu  rther  he  Cent  an  armie  before  Idm  offiftie  tlxmfand  men,with  com- 
tnaundemet  to  defiroy  the  T emple  o/Tupitet  Amon, and  they  entring  the  defects  of that  coutry  wereneuer  feene  again, fo  as  it 
was  tltought  that  while  they  fat  at  dinner  in  thefield,a furious  fothern  winde  ray  fed fuch  fiore  of  duTl  and fandju  ouctwIkI- 
med  them  and  quite  couered I Ixm, 

I n the  miracles  done  by  Aftolfo,»<  ment  Allegoricallie,that  a manguided  by  yertue,and  afftUed by  grace, makes  all  kfndt 
of  creatures  to feme  his  turne. 

H IS  turning  of  fortes  to  horfes,  alludes  to  the  lih(  thing  in  Quids  Metamorphofis , where  Prometheus  and  Epime- 
dieus  made  men  offtotKS. 

inque  breui  fpacio  fuperorum  numinefaxa, 
lafta  viri  manibus  faciem  traxere  virorum, 

Et  de  foemineo  reparata  eft  foemina  iaftu. 

InhistaJqngthefothernWindeinabagge,  it  alludes  to  a like  thing  inHotvers  Odifleas  o/’VlifieS,  that  had  thewinds 
bound  in  a bt^ge  • and  fame  fay  the  Sorcerers  neare  the  Ificrth  fea,  yfe  to fell  the  winde  to  faylers  inglaffes  , and  it  is fit  com- 
mon among  them,  that  they  will  laugh  <u  much  at  thefe  that  beleeue  it  not,  as  we  would  do  to  here  one  tell  it. 

The  end  of  the  Annotations  vpon  the  38.  bookc. 
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argvment. 

cy^g^OffMnt  hr  cakes  his  oth,(tnd  is  conflredhed 
Jdhtohk  '-,'}sipHe  (kle  bjjea  tqjl^c, 

hadgaynedy  f 'r 

AfdittBifirMfkgciudiichdidhlye: 

Thith&  Ortniidq  co^mieih,  mUdly  hrayned^ 
Btk  wEngltJJj  Duke  did  cttr'chim  by  and  by  : 
Brane  T)ud9Hy  vpith  hisnauie  made  of  kaues, 
Aieej^s^Agramant,  and  hotly  him  receaues. 


Hat  tongue  can  tell,  or 
learned  men  expreffe? 
Thiwocs^jto  which  I^je- 
ro  now  did  runne? 
li  mindjand  body,driu’n 
tolUfJidiftrefle, 

IliSt  oFtwo  deaths , the 
tone  he  cannot  Ihu  n: 
^ Ifhebc  fliini , and  if  he 

kill  no  Icfle, 

Both  wayes  he  fees  he  fhallbc^itc  vhdonne: 

. By  nfanicTfi  dci'th,  and  If  hewin  and  hue, 

By  that  ofFcncfjhe  ihallhis  true  loue  gitic. 
a 

T^enAdo,  The  tother  knight  whom  no  fueh  thoughts  encobred 
' ’ Frankly  let  fly  his  blowcs  without  regard. 

In  fogreae  ftorc,as  was  nottobe  numbred. 

No,  timcjne  pjacc,nqr  no  adu-intage  fpard: 

. 4 liegero  (eemd  tohim,-as  ifhe  flumbred, 

SnnTllifthehadtoftVike,butalltoward, 

And  ifhe  didjinfuchaplac'c-hcftrake, 

--  Hisblowgreatfoundjbutlitlcflgne  didmake. 

“ 3 

The  Pagan  Lords  doubt  that  it  will  go  wrong, 

“r  , Seeing  the  Combat  fovncquall  grow, 

I^M/dofeemdtolufticandtoftrong, 

. I{ogero  feemd  to  lafie  and  to  flow. 

Bur  fitting  the  reft  among. 

Doth  fret, and  fiime,and  chafe,  and  rweac,&  blow. 
Blaming  Scir/no  chicflvjwhofc  perfivafion. 

Was  cf  this  combat  chiefe  and  foie  occafion. 

4 

AfeiigUzrr  This  while-M  ,whofe  skill  was  great. 

In  iylagtckcarte,  repaired  to  the  place. 


And  vvithfome  fecrct  wtjrds  flic  did  repeat, 

She  chaungd  her  yoyce,  her  ftature,andhcr  face* 
Mindinghcreby  to  Wbrkc  aivondrous  featj 
Shefeemd  all  armed,  in  a Dragons  cafe. 
Infvvordjinfliieldjin  flie’w,  in  cu’rie^thing. 

She  feemed  ^d'.mont  the  Sarzan  king. 

• T o woflill  ^granidnt  flie  ftraight  doth  ride, 

(In  likenefl'cofanhorfe,flierodcafprite) 

And  comming  to  his  prefence,  lowd  ihe  cride, 
(My  Liege)  this  was  tofowle  an  ouerfighc. 

To  match  abcardtefleboy  fo  meanly  tride. 

With  fuch  a famous  and  renowned  knight. 
Chiefly  in  matter  i hat  imports  fo  m.uch, 

Asdoth  the  whole  eftate  of  Afttickc  tuch. 

6 

■Wherfore  that  you  in  time  this  lofle  may  faue. 

Suffer  the  combat  to  proceed  no  more, 

' Let  l^pdomont  the  blame  andblemifn  haue, 
Ofbreaking  th3t,which  you  fo  raflily  fwore; 

Now  each  man  fhew  how  wel  his  fivord  can  fhaue. 
Now  I am  here,  each  man  is  worth  a fcore. 

Thcfe  words  in  had  fo  much  force. 

That  without  more  aduifcjhe  ftraight  tooke  horfl', 

7 

And  thinking  that  fierce  T^dorront  was  thcarc. 
Forthwith  the  Chriftens  hoft  he  doth  inuade. 

Of  oth  nor  promifejhe  hath  now  no  feare. 

This  one  mans  prefence, him  fo  bold  had  made: 
Each  man  doth  in  a moment  couch  his  fpeare. 

Or  charge  his  pike,  or  draw  his  ghttring  blade: 
MtUjfa  hailing  fet  them  thus  togrdicr, 

With  this  illufion  vanifht  (God  knows  whither.) 

Ihc 
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The  two  ftou  t champions  wlicn  they  plainly  faw. 
Their  combat,  that  all  quarrcll  fliould  defeide, 
Difturbd  againd  all  promifcjand  all  law. 

They  ceafe  all  force, and  lay  all  wrath  afidc. 

And  by  confent,  them  felues  they  do  withdraw, 
Vntill  it  might  more  plainly  be  deferide. 

In  whether  Prince  of  faith  were  found  utch  want: 
In  aged Charlesj  or  youthfull^^4W4nf. 
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And  each  of  them  of  new  doth  vow  and  fweare. 

That  vnto  him  that  firft  did  cou’nant  breakc. 

They  will  for  cuer  endleffe  hatred  beare. 

And  ioyne  together  fuch  offence  to  wreake; 

The  while  the  hofts  ofneither  fide  forbeare, 
Tomake  quickc  triall  who  be  ftrong  or  weakc. 

For  lightly  at  the  firfl  conflift  they  fhoCj 
Whether  their  hearts  be  refolute  or  no. 
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Euen  as  a grewnd, which  hunters  hold  in  flip, 
Striuihg  to  breake  the  firing , and  Aide  the  collcr, 
(Seeing  the  fearfull  Dearc,  before  him  fkip. 
Hunted  belike  with  fbmc  Ailaons  fchollcr) 

And  when  he  fees  he  can  by  no  meanes  flip, 
Howlcch,&  whines, and  bites  the  firing  for  cholcr; 
In  filch  like  cafe  within  the  tents  did  flay, 

Br adamant  and  Marfifa  that  fame  day. 
n 

All  th;it  fame  day  vnto  that  prefent  howre. 

They  had  beheld  with  great  defpite  and  pairic. 
Such  tempting  baites,  yet  had  they  not  the  powre. 
Once  to  let  foote  in  the  forbidden  plainc  : 

But  now  they  do  the  field  on  each  fide  fcowre, 
Tliough  ejft  for  duties  fake  they  did  abflainc. 
Finding  indeed  fo  true  and  iufl  excufc. 

That  ,4gramant  had  lewdly  broke  the  trufe.^ 
la 

Marfifa  ran  the  firfl  quite  through  the  brcfl. 

And  made  the  fpeare  come  forth  ayardbehindj 
Then  with  her  Iword  flic  flies  among  the  reft. 
Chiefly  where  moft  re^ fiance  Ihe  doth  find: 

Br adamant  put  her  goldelaunce  in  reft. 

With  like  effefts,  but  of  another  kind. 

For  all  fhe  toucht  therwith,  fhe  oUerthrew* 

And  yet  not  one  among  them  all  fhe  flew. 

Thus  thefe  two  warriours  euer  as  they  went, 
Subdewd  their  enemies, and  kept  them  vnderj 
Who  euer  met  them  furely  fhould  be^ent. 

And  each  of  them  at  tothers  force  did  wonder  j 
But  being  both  to  fharpe  reuengement  bent. 

At  laft  thejipart  them  fclucs,and  went  a funder. 
Each  by  her  felfe,  fuch  high  exploits  performing. 
As  gaue  the  Turkes  long  aftcr,caufe  of  mourning. 
H 

As  when  the  Southeme  winds  do  melt  the  fnow, 
Congeald  o^  tops  of  mountaines  many  dayes. 

It  often  happens  that  two  ftreames  do  flowj 
And  taking  in  their  courfe  ,two  fundrie  wayes. 
At  laft  fb  violent  and  furious  grow. 

That  bearing  downe,and  breaking  vfuall  bayes. 
They  waft  the  fields,  and  feemc  on  vyetorunne. 
By  which  of  them  moft  damage  may  be  donne. 


Eu’n  fo  thefe  twaine,  inccnfl  with  rage  and  wroth. 

And  each  in  feu’rflll  afts  their  forces  trying. 

Wrought  to  the  Turkes,  no  litle  woe  and  fcath. 

Leaning  them  ouerthrownc,or  maymd,  or  dying; 

Scarfe  ^gramant  the  powre  by  this  time  hath, 

(Say  what  he  lift)  to  kcepe  his  men  from  flying. 

Him  felfe  not  fhrinking  though, nor  once  retiring^ 

But  euctmore  for  Bodomont  enquiring. 
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Only  by  his  aduife  and  exhortation, 

(Forfb  the  vnaduifed  Prince  doth  thinke) 

He  broken  had  his  folemne  proteftation. 

He  maruels  now,  to  find  him  fo  tofhrinke." 

Likewife  Sobnm  with  great  lamentation, 

(Religion  in  his  my  nd  fo  deepe  did  finke) 

Retyrd  to  Arly,  euerraore  ptotefting. 

His  faultleffe  mypd,  thatperiurie  detefting. 
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Marfilio  cake  vnto  his  countric  fled. 

The  fliamcfull  promife  breach, of 
Srrake  in  his  mynd  fuch  fuperftitious  dred. 

He  leaueth  him  to  beare  the  brunt,  who  fcant 
Againft  the  Chriften  fouldiers  could  make  beds 
That  no  fupplies  of  forren  powres  did  want. 

With  Palladines  among  them  fierce  and  bold, 

Mixt  like  rich  gem  m es  in  faire  embroderd  gold . Simile. 
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flutnowawhilellinquifhthisconflid,  tleturmtoU- 

And  pafle  beyond  the  Teas  without  a barke,  gramam  m tba 
For  to  this  tale  I am  not  tyde  fo  ftrift, 

But  that  I will  repeate(ifyoU  will  harkc) 

,/ifiolfof  a£ls, who  forward  dayly  prickt, 

Withnew  madehorfcmen,as(ifyou  did  marke)  ,? 

I told  you  erft,  and  did  all  Affricke  waft, 

Vntill  three  kings  refilled  him  at  laft. 
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The  king  of  Algazer,  and  flou  tBranfard, 

Lcuy’d  fuch  powres,  as  in  fuch  haft  they  cbuld^ 

And  put  them  all  in  armes  without  regard. 

Whether  they  were  to  young,or  elfc  to  old; 

Yeafrom  the  mullers,women  fcant  were  fpair’dj 
For  tigramantizs  hath  before  bene  told) 

With  hope  of  vaine  reuenge,  without  aduife. 

Of  able  men;  Affricke  vnpeopled  twife. 
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Thus  few  were  therCjand  of  thofe  few  were  thearci 
(So  quite  his  countries  weale  he  didnegled) 

The  greater  part  vnskilfull,armes  to  beare. 

As  was  more  plainly  proued  in  effeft. 

At  the  firft  brunt  they  fled  from  thence  for  fearc. 

Hoping  Biferta  walls  fhould  them  proteft.* 

Braiic  Bucifer  was  taken  in  the  fight, 

Branfardo  fcapt,  and  fau’d  him  felfe  by  flight. 
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For  Etnifer  alone,  he  rooke  more  griefe. 

Then  all  the  reft  ( fb  he  did  him  efleeme) 

Becaufe  Biferta  asked  great  reliefc. 

For  which  this  Bucifer  moft  fit  did  feemc. 

Being  in  all  thofe  parts  of  credit  chiefc; 

Wherfore  Branfardo  faine  would  him  redeeme. 

He  many  wayes  doth  caft,  but  none  conclude  on. 

Till  at  the  laft  he  did  remember  Dudon, 
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This  DuJoh  was  by  blood  and  birth  a Dane, 

But  yet  cftcemd  the  Palladincs  among, 

He  lately  at  the  bridge  was  prilhcr  tane, 

Where  ^omont  the  flurdie  Turke  and  ftrong. 
Brought  manic  worthic  men  vnto  their  bane: 
Dudoit  to  Affrickc  then  he  lent  cr  long, 

Now  Branfard thinks  (nor  was  his  thought  amifle) 
Bucifer  by  cxchaunge  to  get  for  this. 

He  perfeft  noticchad,by  ttue  erpi-all, 

The  Nubians  Ieader,was  an  Englifo  Lord, 

“ WholoUcaDane(therecanbenodcniaJl) 

“ And  once  were  Danes,  as  writers  do  record: 

Wherfore  he  fends  a meflenger  for  triall 
Vnto who  doth  foone  accord. 

To  free  his  kinfman,whom  he  louM  fo  dcarcly, 
And  was  in  blood  ioyned  to  him  fonearely. 
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ThusDadbfl  by  the  Englifh  Duke  was  freed. 

Who  afterwardhis  fcruicc  did  emplcy. 

Now  (as  Saint  I olm  had  willd  him  to  proceede) 

He  fought  to  workc  the  Turks fomc  more  annoyj 
And  tliat  he  might  fet  Prouince  free  with  (peed. 
Which  ^gramant  and  his  did  then  enioy. 

He  maketh  of  his  men  a new  elcftion. 

Whom  he  may  fend  to  free  them  from  fubieftion. 

And  hauing  chofen  fortli  fomc  men  of  thcafe. 

As  beft  from  his  huge  armic  might  be  mift, 
Whofe  number  was  fo  great  as  he  at  cafe. 

With  halfe  of  them  three  Affricks  might  refift: 

He  caufd  them  to  be  trayned  for  the  leas, 

^ Andpraying  God  his  purpofe  to  affift, 

That  night  was  fliewd  jtfiolfo  in  a vifion. 

How  he  of  fliips  might  make  a large  prouilion. 
z6 

Next  day  the  weather  being  faire  and  calmc, 
walketh  to  the  fait  Tea  foorc. 

And  holding  in  his  hands  in  cither  palmc, 
Numbers  ofleaues,  that  he  had  tane  before, 
Ofbayes,of  cedar  trees,  ofokc,  of  palmc. 

Into  the  lea  he  6ang  them  in  great  ftore^ 

O metamorphofis  beyond  all  credit, 

O admirable  powre  diuine  that  bred  it. 

No  fooner  had  the  water  wet  the  leaucs, 

Butprefcntly  they  chaung’d  their  former  hue. 

The  veins  that  were  in  them, each  man  pcrccaucs 
To  grow  to  ribbes,  and  ports  in  order  due, 
And'ftiarpeftillat  each  end,  each  Icafe  reccaucs 
Euen  of  a fayling  (hip,  proportion  true: 

And  of  the  fhips  as  many  forts  there  were. 

As  there  were  trccs,that  the  fame  leaues  did  bcare 
28 

A miracle  it  was  to  fee  them  growne 

To  (hips,andbarks,with  gallies,hulkes  and  crayes, 
Each  vcflcllhauing  cackling  of  tlieir  ownc, 
Withfailcs,andoares,to  helpe  at  both  aflayes. 
The  Duke  prouided,  when  it  once  was  knownc, 
•rt./-  mariners  and  marters  in  few  dayes, 

cf  * prefent  pay,  he  foone  allured 

gotd/dtUr^  Etom  Sard  and  Corlie  men  to  feas  inured. 
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Thofc  that  tooke  rtiipping  then,  were  counted  more 
Then  fixe  and  twentic  thoufand  ftrong  ofhand, 
Dndon  was  Admirall,  who  long  before. 

Had  Icamd  the  fcruicc  both  of  fca  and  land; 

Now  while  they  lay  at  anker  nigh  thcrtiore, 

W aiting  whe  wynd  would  for  their  purpofe' ftand. 
It  fortuned  a man  ofwarre  came  by  them, 

Loden  with  prifners,  and  cart  anker  ny  e them. 
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Thcfc  were  thofe  prifners  whom  fierce  Bodomonat^ 
(As  oft  1 hauc  declard)  did  dayly  get, 

When  at  the  bridge  he  did  them  (o  difmount. 

And  fometime  backeward  in  the  r iuer  fet: 

Here  were  (among  fomc  more  of  good  account) 
Brandimart^Oliucnnii  Sanfonety 
Witli  othcrs,whomI  meane  not  now  to  tuch, 
French, and  Italian,Gafcoigne  knights  andDuch. 
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The  mafter  of  the  barke  had  firft  affignd. 

His  prifoners  at  Algier  to  vnlodc. 

But  being  driu’n  by  a ftrong  gale  of  wind, 

Far  part  the  placc,hc  thought  to  make  abode 
Ncare  to  Biferta,  where  he  thinks  to  find 
None  but  his  countrie  men  within  the  rode; 
Towhichhethinkshim  fclfe  as  welcome  gueft. 

As  Trogne  is  vnio  her  chirping  neft, 
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But  after,  when  th’Impcriall  bird  he  faw, 

loyndto  the  Pard,andtothcfloiirc  ofFraunce, 
He  was  abalht,  and  looked  pale  for  aw. 

Mu  ch  like  to  him  that  waking  new,  doth  chaunce 
On  poyfond  ferpent  tred,  and  fainc  would  draw 
Him  fclfe  fro  thencc,for  fcarc  of  more  mifchaucc. 
He  quakes,  and  from  the  ferpent  doth  retire, 
Wjjofe  poifon  fwells,  and  eyes  do  flame  like  fire. 

But  now  the  wretched  Pilot  could  not  fly. 

And  much  lefle  keepe  the  pnfncrs  he  had  caught. 
For  both  him  felfe,3nd  all  they  by  and  by, 

Vnto  the  place  againft  his  will  w ere  brought. 
Whereas  the  Duke  and  Dudon  then  did  ly. 

Who  wclcomd  well  the  Chriftens  as  they  ought, 
Andhc  that  brought  diem  thither,  for  his  paincs. 
Was  made  a gallic  flaue,and  bound  in  chames. 

Thus  were  the  knights  moft  frendly  entertained, 

And  greatly  welcomed  by  Otons  fenne. 

Who  horfc  andfiirniturc  for  them  ordained. 

And  caufd  to  them  great  honor  to  be  donne: 

Eke £>«</»»  with  thefc  knights  fomc  days  remained 
Thinking  die  time  fo  (pent  not  loft  but  wonne: 

His  iourney  purpofely  three  dayes  deferring. 

To  fpend  the  fame,  with  thefc  braue  knights  con- 

(ferring. 

By  their  relation  he  doth  vndcrftand. 

In  what  eftate  Charles  and  his  Empire  flood; 

Which  be  the  hau’ns,  where  he  nfly  fafely  land. 
And  where  they  thought  y fame  would  be  wftood. 
Thus  while  difcre:etly  on  each  point  they  fcand. 
And  each  man  told,  what  he  thought  ill  or  good. 
There  fuddcnly  rofein  the  campe  alarme. 

The  caufe  vnknowDjbut  ech  ma  cride  armc  arme. 
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The  Duke  Afiolfo  wdth  his  noble  crew> 

That  at  that  time  conferring  were  together, 
Straight  armd  thcmfelues,&  out  their  Ivvords  they 
And  went  enquiringhither  ftill  & thither,  (drcw> 
Tolearne  ofwhcncc  thisfuddcn  tumult  grew, 

But  yet  no  caufe  they  could  fufped  or  gcther, 

At  laft  they  faw  a mad  man  ftare  and  ftampc. 

That  nakt  alone  did  trouble  all  the  campe. 
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Thofe  that  had  (eenchimlirftbelikcdid  flout  him. 
But  when  fome  few  vnto  their  coft  had  found. 
That  with  a bat  he  fo  did  play  about  him, 
Hisblowcs  made  many  fall  in  deadly  found: 

They  now  began  lb  much  to  dread  and  doubt  him 
That  they  had  giu’n  to  him  no  litle  ground, 
Andnone  of  them  to  meetchim  had  the  harts. 
Only  they  {hot  at  him,  or  call  fome  darts. 
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The  noble  Duke,and  thofe  with  him,  did  fee 
The  wondrous  force  and  moft  fhipendious  wrack. 
The  mad  man  wrought, & marueld  much  that  he 
Alone  could  driue  fo  many  fouldiers backe: 

When  lo,  a Ladie  of  no  meane  degree. 

Rode  towards  them  attired  all  in  blackc. 

And  vnto  Brandimart  {he  came  in  haft, 

Clalping  her  armes  about  his  necke  full  faft. 
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I know  you  know,  withou  t my  further  {flowing. 

This  was  the  (poufe  of  noble  Brandimart, 

Who  euer  {incc  his  wofiill  ouerthrowing. 

By  Ksdomont^  did  with  a penfiue  hart, 

Secke  to  relcafe  him,  till  at  laft  Ihe  knowing 
(As  I before  did  more  at  large  impart) 

How  he  beyond  the  fcas  was  pnfnerfcnt. 

Her  fclfc  at  Arly  to  take  Ihipp mg  ment. 
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But  while  that  lotting  purpofe  llie  purfewrh, 

Bardino  met  with  her,  an  Eafterne  knight. 

Who  brought  vp  Brandimart  in  tenderyouth. 

And  kept  him  at  a C aftell  (Siluan  flight) 

He  hearing  at  her  mouth  at  large  the  truth. 

And  how  in  AfFnca  they  find  him  might. 

They  foone  agreed,  no  long  timeouerflipping, 

To  fecke  him  out,&  forthwith  they  tooke  {hipping 
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No  fooner  they  on  AfFricke  {hore  did  land, 

(Bardino  fage,  and  faithfull  Fiordeltege) 

But  firft  the  people  let  them  vndei  ftand, 

^ftolfo  great  Biferta  did  befiegc. 

With  manic  a Captainebrauc,and  gallant  band} 
Alfb,  a brute  o(Brandimart  their  liege 
Was  fpred,that  he  was  there  ariued  nctvly. 

But  none  was  able  to  confirme  it  trewly. 
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Vntill  fo  long  they  traueld  on  the  coft. 

At  laft  Ihc  found,  and  law  him  with  her  eyes. 
Among  thofe  Lords,amid  the  Nubian  hoft. 

With  which  fuch  ioy  did  in  her  thoughts  arife, 
Asvitallfpritcsdidfaile  in  her  almoft. 

Nor  anie  word  to  Ipeake  could  {he  deuife, 
Buthangd  about  his  necke,  a burden  fweet. 

And  he  aslouingly  his  fpoufc  did  greer. 
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Glad  was  he  there  to  fee  her,and  as  glad 
To  {ce  his  auncient  tutor  and  his  ff  end. 

And  further  talkc  with  them  he  would  haue  had. 
But  he  was  foi  ft  to  make  a fjxcedie  end. 

By  mcanes  the  man  that  naked  ran  and  mod. 

Kept  fuch  a rule  as  did  them  all  offend. 
Fwri{e//ei^eviewinghim  withlooke  more  curious, 
Cride  ah  my  dcarc,this  is  Orlando  furious. 
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Alfb  afiolfo  when  he  did  behold  him. 

And  faw  how  madly  he  about  did  raunge. 

And  no  man  dutft  him  meet,nor  none  could  hold 
He  wondred  greatly  at  the  fight  foftraungc,  (him 
Andby  the  marks  that  erft  Saint  /ofiu had  told  him 
He  knew  it  was  the  man;  but  fuch  a chaungc 
There  was  in  all  his  {hape,  from  top  to  toe. 

He  feemd  a beaft,  more  then  a man  in  (how. 
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Ajtolfo  ftraight  did  call  vnto  the  reft. 

And  faid  my  Lords,this  man  that  we  haue  yewd, 
Orlando  is  :at  this  them  felues  they  blcft. 

And  eu’rie  one  his  wofull  pickle  rewd: 

Well(faid  the  Duke)tohcIpeour  frend  is  befl« 
Rather  then  waylcjand  therefore  to  conclude, 
Come  ioyne  your  force  to  mine,&  let  vs  take  him 
And!  do  hope  ear  long  fober  to  make  him. 

4^ 

To  this  they  foone  a{rcnt,and  Brandimart, 
SanQnet/)liuer,:ind  Dndon  holy, 

Enclofd  the  mad  man  round,on  eu’rieparr. 

But  he  as  full  of  ftrength,3s  foole  of  folly. 

At  Dndon  ftrake,and  fine  the  blow  in  part. 

Was  broke  by  O/wer ,and  fell  not  wholy 
On  fure  1 thinke  thatftaffe  accurft. 

His  ftiielddiis  hcadpeeccjhcad  and  all  had  burft. 
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His  (hield  it  brake, and  thunderd  on  his  fcull. 

So  that  good  DWou  therewithal!  fell  backe. 

But  Sanfonet  ftrake  with  his  fword  fb  full. 

That  of  the  ftaffe  three  yards  he  made  him  lacke: 
Brandimart  thinketh  backwards  him  to  pull. 

And  leaps  behind,a  piekpackiOn  his  backe. 

And  holds  his  armes:the  Duke  doth  then  deuife, 
To  hold  his  lcggs,and  Oliuer  his  thy  es. 
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Orlando  {hakes  him  felte,and  with  a fpring, 

T en  paces  of,  the  Engli{h  Duke  he  caft. 

But  Brandimart  from  him  he  could  not  fling. 

That  was  behind  him,and  did  hold  him  fail; 
Butyet  with  Otiuer  he  was  to  bring. 

For  with  his  fill  he  fmote  him  as  he  paft. 

That  down  he  fell, and  hardlie  feaped  killing,  , 
From  mouth,nofe,eycs,thc  blond  a pace  diftilhng. 
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Neucr  of  headpejcce  ftrong  he  had  more  need. 

For  fure  he  could  not  haue  efcaped  death. 

Except  it  had  a good  one  been  indeed.* 

This  while  Ajldfo  now  had  taken  breath. 

And  Dndon  both  who  late  for  want  of  heed. 

Were  by  Orlando  tumbled  on  the  heath, 
with  Sanfonet,i]\zt  pard  his  ftaffe  fo  well. 

All  thefe  at  once  vpon  Orlando  fell. 


Le»(t  in  t!>4 
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Vnaon  cndeuoringhim  downe  to  caft, 

With  about  his  ftioiildershangsj 

,^Jiolfo  and  the  reft  his  armcshold  fall, 

He  fceks  toloofe  himfelfe  with  fuddeii  pangs: 

He  that  hath  fcene  a bull  with  maftiues  chaft. 
That  in  his  cares  haue  fixt  their  crucll  fangs, 

How  he  doth  runne,and  tore,  and  with  him  bears. 
The  eager  dogges,  that  ftill  hold  fafthis  cars, 
ft 

Let  him  imagine  that  Orlando  now. 

Drew  in  fuch  fort,  the  w.irrioiirs  on  the  plainej 
But  0/wer,  that  had  the  broken  brow, 
Beingonfoote  recotterd  vp  againe. 

Did  caft  within  his  mind  a reafonhow. 

To  do  with  cafe,  that  they  did  fccke  with  paiiic: 
He  dothbeihinke  a way, that  will  not  miH'e 
To  do  the  feat ; and  the  dcuife  was  this. 

Full  many  a halter,  and  full  manic  a chord 
With  Aiding  knots  all  knit  he  doth  prouidc. 

And  to  the  Icgges  and  armes  of  this  mad  Lord, 

He  made  them  on  theftiddcn  tobetyde; 

And  then  their  ends  on  each  fide  by  accord, 

They  all  of  them  amongft  them  fclues  deuide. 
Thus  were  thofc  Princes  fiine  to  do  vnto  him. 

As  Smiths  do  to  an  ox£,when  they  do  (hoe  him. 
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Then  fell  they  on  him  whenhelay  on  ground. 

And  then  they  bind  him  furc,  both  hand  & foot: 
Orlando  when  he  felt  him  felfe  thus  bound, 
Striueth  in  vaine,  for  ftriuing  will  not  boote: 
,^/folfo  that  doth  meanc  to  make  him  found. 

And  faw  his  skin  looke  blackc  as  any  foote, 

Prayd  they  tothefliore  fide  they  would  beare  him 
Which  foonc  was  done, for  now  they  need  notfear 
f4  (him. 

Then  fcau’n  times  was  he  walhcd  in  the  place. 

And  feau’n  times  dipped  otter  cares  and  hed. 

To  get  the  feurfe  fromofhis  skin  and  face. 

Which  with  bis  naked  going  had  bene  bred: 

Then  with  fomeherbs,the  Duke  gat  in  this  l])acc. 
He  made  them  ftop  his  mouth:  for  why  he  fed. 

For  certaine  fccrct  rcafons  that  hcitnowes. 

He  muftnot  fetch  his  breath,  but  at  his  nofe. 
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Then  kneeling  downe  as  if  he  askt  fomc  boonc 
Of  God, or  fome  great  Saint, that  pot  he  brought. 
Which  he  had  carnde  from  beyond  the  moone, 
The  iarre,in  which  Orlandos  wit  was  caught: 

And  clofd  it  to  his  nofthrils,and  eftlbonc. 

He  drawing  breath,  this  miracle  was  wrottght. 
The  iarre  was  voydjand  empty‘d  ctt’rie  whit, 
Andhe  reftord  vnto  his  perfeft  wit. 

As  one  that  in  fome  dreame,  or  fearfltll  vifion. 

Hath  dreamt  of monftrous  beafts,and  vgly  fends. 

Is  troubled  when  he  wakes  with  fuperftition, 

And  fearech  what  fuch  vgly  fight  intends. 

And  ly  in  g wakc^thinks  of  that  apparition, 

And  long  time  after  in  that  fancie  fpends; 

So  now  Orlando  lay,  not  litle  mufing, 

At  this  hisprefentftatejand  vneouth  vfing. 
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He  holds  his  peace,  but  lifting  vp  his  eyes. 

He  fees  his  auncient  frends  king  Brandimartj 
And  Oliuer,  and  him  that  made  him  wife, 

All  whom  he  kncw,aod  Icued  from  his  hart; 

He  thinks,  bu  t cannot  with  him  fclfc  dcuife. 

How  he  ftiould  come  to  play  (b  mad  a part. 

He  wonders  he  is  nakt,and  that  he  feclcs. 

Such  ftore  of  chords  about  his  haadsand  healcs. 
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At  laft  he  niid,as  erft  SHcno  fayd. 

To  thofc  that  tooke  him  napping  in  the  cauc, 
Soiuite  me ; with  countenance  lb  ftayd. 

And  with  a chearc  fo  fbber  and  lb  graue. 

That  they  vnbofed  him, as  he  them  prayd. 

And  fiiffred  liim  his  libertic  to  haue. 

And  clothed  him,  and  comforted  his  ladncflc. 
That  he  conccaucd  ofhis  former  madnefle. 
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Thus  being  to  his  former  wits  reftord, 

He  was  likcwifc  deliuerd  clcane  from  louc; 

The  Ladie  whom  he  erft  fbmuch  adord. 

And  did  efteeme  all  earthly  ioyes  abouc. 

Now  hcdcfpifd,  yea  rather  quite  abhord: 

Now  only  he  applies  his  wits  toproue, 

Thatfamc  and  formcrgloric  to  rccouer. 

Which  he  had  loft,  bcingafoolilhloucr. 

^o 

This  while  Bardina  told  to  Brandimart, 

How  that  his  father  Monodant  was  dead. 

And  how  his  brother  Gylyant  on  the  part 
Of  all  chat  thofe  Eaft  lies  inhabited, 

Senthim  cfpurpofc  thefe  news  to  impart. 

And  pray  him  (as  he  ought)to  be  their  head: 

Sith  all  the  v/orld  had  not  a Rcalme  more  wealthy. 
Nor  any  Prince , could  wifli  a fcatc  more  healthy. 
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Wherfore  (faith  he)  dearc  Sir,  it  is  moft  meet. 

That  you  Ibould  now  repaire  to  your  ownc  home. 
Home  though  it  homely  were,yet  is  it  fwcet. 

And  natiue  foile  is  beft;  you  would  not  tome 
Abou  c the  world,  did  you  once  taft  and  fec’t. 

Thus  much  he  fayd, but  Brandimart  in  whomc. 
Honor  andfrenlhip  firme,were  bands  more  ftrog, 
Thcnpriuatprofitejanfwcrd  thus  er  long. 
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My  brothers  ineflage,  and  your  frendly  painc 
I kindly  take,  but  lo;  my  word  is  paft. 

With  Charles  and  withOrlando  toremaine. 

And  them  to  ferue  while  thefe  garboyles  do  laft: 
Now  in  my  fteed,  I will  my  brother  raigne. 

Let  him  be  my  vice-Rpy,  and  I will  haft. 

When  once  thefe  warres  are  at  a finall  end. 
Thither  to  come,  and  there  my  life  to  Ipend, 

Thus  thefe  did  part, and  next  enfuirg  day, 

P«do»»  went  with  hisfieerto  Prouenceward, 
Orlando  with  the  Britifli  Prince  doth  ftay ; 

And  when  the  ftate  of  thofe  warres  he  had  hard, 
Vnto  Biferta  ftraighr,  fiege  they  did  lay, 

But  euermore  had  regard. 

That  (as  ^fio^fo  ioHov/d  his  aduife) 

To  giue  him  th’honor  of  each  enterprife. 
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Buthow  they  did  the  great  Bifcrca  win, 

Vv'hen  they  aflaulted  it, and  on  which  fide. 

How  at  the  firft  aH'auIt,the  men  within, 
Yccldcdjanddurft  no  longer  trial!  bvde, 

I cannot  farther  now  proccedc  herein. 

But  muft  defer  it  to  an  other  tyde: 

Now  I do  purpofe  vnto  you  to  (how. 

How  j^ramaiu:  rcccau’d  an  ouetthrow. 

who  was  well  ny  c abandond  ofhis  men, 

Eu’n  in  the  verie  fiiric  of  the  fight. 

For  why  Marfilio  and  Sobrino  then 
Were  gone,in  minde  to  faue  the  fellies  by  flightj 
In  walled  townes  they  feard  them  fclues  to  pen. 
But  went  to  fca  with  all  the  haft  they  might, 

And  many  Princes  of  the  Turkilh  trayne, 

Followd  thcfample  giu’n  them  by  thefc  twayn. 
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^^amant  yet  did  bcare  it  out  afpace, 

But  when  he  faw  there  was  none  other  ftifr. 

Then  from  his  enemies  he  turnd  his  face. 

To  get  into  the  towne  was  all  his  drift: 

Bradamant  followd  him  a wondrous  pace. 

Still  fpurringRabican,that  ran  full  fwift, 

W iflring  vpon  his  corps  to  venge  the  wrong, 

In  keeping  of  her  deare,from  her  fo  long. 

^7 

On  tother  fide  Mai-fifa  rode  as  faft, 

To  venge  though  late,hcr  fathers  wofiill  end, 

She  makes  her  horfe  to  fecle  (he  is  in  haft. 

But  each  ofthem  doth  mifle  that  they  intend: 

He  got  within  the  gates  and  made  him  faft. 

Then  to  the  Tea  he  doth  him  felfe  commend. 
Seeing  he  was  not  able  to  withftand. 

The  forces  ofhis  enemies  by  land, 

6S 

As  two  coragipus  Pardsjthat  held  in  chafe 
An  Hart,or  bearded  goat-  vponaplayne. 

That  fcaped  then  by  fwiftnefl’e  ofhis  pace, 

W ith  no  fmall  wrath, & chafe  turne  backc  againe, 

■ As  though  they  thought  they  had  a great  difgrace 
In  that  they  followd  had  the  pray  in  vayne. 

So  did  the  damfells  chafc,and  figh  jand  fret. 

That  they  to  .ilgramant  no  ncare  could  get, 
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Butthoughhe  fcapt  their  hands,yer  fure  the  reft 
Efcaped  not, full  dearely  then  abuying. 

Wounded  infide,inhead,in  backc,andbrcft, 

Som  flaync  out  right, fom  worfe  the  dead,  a dying 
How  foi'ilyl^poore  foules)had  they  been  dreft, 
Whofe  faftie  was  not  wrought,  no  not  by  flying, 
For  .^^ramant, him  felfe  more  fure  to  faue. 

To  fliut  the  Citie  gates  commandment  gauc. 
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Allb  he  made  the  bridges  be  cut  downc, 

Gn  Rodon  ftrc3me,that  was  both  large  & deepe, 
Ah  wofiill  fubiedies  vnto  tyrants  crowne. 

Who  that  they  may  their  perfons  faflie  keepe. 
Regard  not  if  their  people  finkcor  drowne, 
Butdeeme  of  them  like  beafts, or  filly  iheepc, 
Thatfo  them  fclues  they  pamper  may  & chcrilh, 
Care  not  if millions  of  thcirpcopleperifb. 
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Infinit  were  the  nombers  that  were  flaync. 

In  this  famelaft  conflift,not  fewer  drownd, 

While  they  attempted  dcfpratlic  in  vayne. 

To  pafle  the  ftrcamcjfo  brodc  and  fo  profoundj 
Ofwhich  great  flaughtcryetthefignes  remaync, 
For  dayly  ncare  to  Arlie  walls  are  found, 

Infinit  heapes, of  dead  mens  bones  and  IcuIIs, 
Whofe  flelh  was  then  dcuourd,by  crows  & gulls. 
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Now  ^gramant  made  fpeedie  preparation, 

Caufinghis  ftiips  foorth  in  the  deepe  to  launch, 
Prouiding  all  that  longs  to  nauigation. 

Minding  for  ay  c,to  bid  farewell  to  Fraunce : 

Two  dayes  the  wind,ftoptlns  determmation. 

The  third  it  feru’d,3nd  then  he  did  aduaunce 
His  fayles,and  eu’rie  one  did  fliip  his  ore. 

And  fo  away  they  parted  from  the  Ihore. 
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Marjtlio  doubting  Icaft  his  Realmc  of  Spainc, 

Should  now  be  driu’n  to  pay  this  coftly  ihot. 
Fearing  to  be  compelled  to  fuftaine, 

That  ftorme  alone,which  fell  in  France  fo  hot; 
Landed  at  Valence,wherehe  did  ordaine 
All  furniture, that  might  for  warre  be  got. 
Repayring  all  his  townes  againft  that  warre. 

That  after  him, and  all  his  frends  did  marre. 
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But  ^^M»)4of,his  fhips  to  Affricke  bent, 

111  armd,halfc  voyde  of mcn,but  full  of  griefc, 

‘ For  moft  of  them  were  fad  and  malcontent. 

Three  parts  offourc, were  loftpaft  all  relicfe. 

And  though  for  feareperhaps,of  being  Ihent, 
None  dare  in  publick,fpeake  to  his  repriefe. 

Yet  fecretlicjtheir  burning  hate  to  coolc. 

Some  calldhim  proud,fomc  cruell/omeafoole. 
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But(as  I fay)they  fpeake  this  on  their  fleeues. 

For  feare  of  blame,cxcept  Ibme  two  or  three. 

That  each  to  other  open  dare  their  grecucs, 

Y et  wretched  .ilgrumant^it.  doth  not  fee. 

How  he  is  fcornedjbut  he  ftillbelceucs. 

That  he  is  lou’d,andwhy  becaufe  that  he, 

Neuer  faw  lookes  but  fawningly  dilguifed, 

Ncucr  heard  wordes  ,biit  fayningly  deuifed. 
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Now  he  was  fully  purpofd  in  his  landing, 

Toleau.e  Biferta  and  feeke harbournyer, 

Becaufc  he  late  had  perfeft  vnderftanding. 

The  Nubians  Ipoyld  thdfe  parts  with  fword  & fieri 
Wherefore  for  doubt  of  daungerous  withftading, 
, He  ment  to  fliunne  that  port,and  land  farre  layer. 
And  thence  withall  vnt6  his  parts  addided. 

To  bring  rcliefe  vnto  the  towne  affli^lcd. 

But  loc  his  cruell  fate,doth  ouerthrow 

His  counfell  fagc,and  quite  his  hope  deceaues. 
For  while  fcant  wind, made  him  to  fayle  but  flowj 
Vudon  with  thatfame  nauie  made  of  leaues. 

Met  him  full  butt,thac  no  fuch  thing  did  know. 
And  with  a fierce  affault  him  there  rcccaues, 
Enforcinghim  to  vnexpefted  fight. 

In  the  daike,clou  die, and  tempeftuous  night. 
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,A^ameint  had  no  Ipy  all  had  till  now. 

Of  thefe  fame  (hipsj  & would  haue  deemd  a fable, 
If  one  h.ad  told  him  of  a hrlebow, 

To  make  a hundred  (hips, a man  was  able: 
Wherefore  he  fayled  on  he  car’d  not  how. 
Doubting  no  foe  but  wane, and  wind  vnftabic. 
And  not  expefting  fuch  (iratinge  fodain  ftopps, 
He  ncuer  fee  his  watchmen  in  his  tops. 
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On  tothcr  fide, our  men  that  had  efpyde. 

Their  enemies  an  hoiirc  ear  it  was  night. 

Came  with  great  lpecd,ald'iOUgh  all  vndiferyde. 
For  cu'rie  fliip  kept  clofe  their  fire  and  light: 

At  laft  when  as  they  faw  their  time,  they  tryde 
Their  vtmoft  force,and  with  full  (ayles  they  light. 
On  their  foes  flripping,tliat  at  firft  d:d  (hrinke. 
And  many  did  vnto  the  bottom  finkc . 
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Now  Dndcns  men  began  to  play  their  parts. 

Some  vfing  fire,  fomc  heauie  llones,fomeftecle, 
Vpon  the  Turkes  fell  fuch  a ftorme  of  darts. 

As  they  before, the  like  did  neucrfeelc: 

On  our  fide  God,wuh  courage  filld  theirharts, 

On  their  fide,cach  mans  heart  was  in  his  heelc. 
They  flood  amazd  with  fcarc,&  quite  aftoniGied, 
The  time  now  come  that  then  finnes  fliould  be 

81  (puniflied. 
,/igramattt  is  enclofd  on  eii’rie  fide, 

\Vlth  many  a pike, and  fwordjand  hooke,and  xxe, 
Theftones  that  fell  fi  ohigh,made  breaches  wide. 
And  much  fca  enterd,at  the  new  made  cracks. 


But  moft  the  fire,which  they  cou  Id  Icaft  abide, 

. Taking  in  pitched  boords,and  wreathed  flax. 

To  kindle  verie  quick,butflowtoquenche, 
Annoyd  them  fore  with  hcatj&fmoke,  & flcnchc. 
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Some  ouei  boord,fall  in  the  water  cold, 

And  there  arc  drownd:fom  take  the  to  their  fwim- 
But  on  an  other  Bark  while  they  take  hold  (ming, 
Tliey  now  full  fraught, & fearing  cuertrimmLng, 
With  cruell  fword  ^a  foule  fight  to  behold) 

Cut  of  their  hads,w  which  they  now  were  diming 
The  bleeding  (lumps  mangled, behind  remained, 
And  with  frelh  bloud,thc  w ater  fait  was  (layned. 
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, Some  that  to  fane  their  hues  haue  great  defier, 
Oratrhe  lead,  to  Ictfe  them  with  icaft  paync, 
Lcape  to  the  water, to  efcape  the  ficr. 

Till  with  new  fcare  ofdrowning,thcy  agaync 
Backc  to  the  flaming  ihipwracks  do  rctier. 

And  there, with  much  a do  are  glad  and  fayne. 

To  catch  fomc  burning  boqrd:and  being lotli. 

To  dye  of  cither  deathjthcy  dye  of  both. 
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One  for  the  fcare  offivord, or  axe, or  pike,"' 

Doth  all  invayne,vntothefca  betake  him. 

For  why  fome  (loncjor  arrow,or  fuch  like, 

Ear  he  be  farrefrom  thenccjdoth  ouertake  him: 
But  lead  the  reader  haply  may  miflikc. 

My  to  long  tale,ihis  motion  I would  make  him. 
That  to  an  other  feafon  he  defarre. 

To  heare  the  fcquell  of  this  bioudy  warre. 


In  Rogcros  irrefohte fighting,  may  be  noted  hoxv  neceffaiy  it  is  for  a man  before  he  go  to  fight,  tc^fiit  on  a good  and firme 
refolutio,and  thiefly  ofthegoodnes  of  hit  canfe.In  Agramants  breach  of  the  oth  andpromift;,we  may  fee  how  odious  a thing  it 
II  before  God  man  to  be  Foedifragi,T  riice-breakgis-yvhkh  makfth  tire  indeed , to  he  forfitlcfft  of  their  fiends,  prcfecuted  with 
great  malUce  of their  eitemies,lothed,detefied,and fcorned  of  their  own  fubieCls^and  in  tire  end  breeder  their  rtter  confufion.  In 
that  Agramants  fonldiersdo  miitine  againfi  him  and retnle  hirn fecretly,and  he  notwithfianding,  tirinfes  him felfe  to  be  well 
beloued  of them, and  well  drought  of, we  may  fee  in  what  a lamentable  cafe  thofe  Vrinces  are,that(as  u fayd  of  him.') 

Neuer  fee  lookcs,but  fawninglie  difguifed, 

Neuer  heare  words, but  fayninglic  deuifed. 

OftheHifiory  of this  bookp,firfi  for  Sileno  that  was  Virgills  Scholemafterft  is  writteoflnm,he  was  one  day  lay  d to fieepe, 
after  ire  had  bin  made  drun'ep  with  wine,and  hh fchollers  meryly  bound  him, whereupon  he  walking,  fayd  that  yerfe, 

Soluitc  mepueri,  fatis  ed  potuifle  videri. 

Coruerning  this  great  hattell  at  ./Irlie, certain  it  is(as  diutrs  Hifioriographers  haue  noted  ii)tirat  there  remaineto  this  houre, 
great  ireapes  ofbones,beto!qiingfomegreatfiaughter  of meninthatplace-.butwiieitfiwuld  be  done,  I cannot  preafely  ajfirme, 

Inthat  MehlTaby  thehelpe  ofthedeuill,talfngrfonher.afalfennageofKodomoi\numoued  Agramant  toireafetire 
truce,the  Allegory  therof  is, that  they  be  deuills  or  deuilifirper/oru,tirat  will  meue  "Princes  to  breaks  their  word  their premife. 

Oy  Orlandos  refioring  to  iris  wit, which  indeed  is  tire  chief e Allegorie  of  all  the  booke,  and  wirere-vpon  the  bcob(  tak^th  iris 
TMOTeOrlando  Furiofo.  This  in  briefe  is  the  meaning  thereof. 

Orlando  a mano f noble  byrth,Earle  of Anglant, nephew  to  ChaT]cs  the  great,  falls  fufarre  in  hue  with  Angelica,  by 
wiri£h(as  I haue  often  noted)ii  ment  pleajMre,or  honor-,  that  he  leefeth  his  witts  artd  becomes  mad : by  which  may  be  rr.cntany 
foi(se  tiratyoungmen  fall  into  With  loue,withprodigallitie,with  ambition  or  yayne  ftudies  j (whidr  are  at  large  recited  in  tire 
j4.^i)o/(e.)  Adolfo  with  the  receithe  had  ofS,\ohn,mahes  him  wife  again  fihat  "if, by  the  grace  of  God  ^ by  lire  G fi  ell, which 
teachetlr  vs  how  to  defpifeall  thefeworldly  things, and  either  ^uite  haue  them, or  tiirne  them  to  our  good  and  benefite. 

The fea  fight  which  is  tire  later  endof this  bool<^  defer  ibed, is  hbfthatwhich  Lucan  fetts foorth  in  the  ciuill  war  resbetweene 
CsfarJid  Pompey:or  rather  indeed, to  that  irefpeakesofin  the  next  bookp  of  Cardinall  Hippollto  againfi  tiieF enccians, 
eu  appear&h  by  tire  jrerjon  o/Dudon  alluding  to  the  Cardinall,  for  ire  calleth  him  iroiy  Dudon. 


Here  end  the  Annotations  vpon  the  xxxix.bookc. 
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THE  ARGVMENT. 

^gramant  flyes,  and  tn  bis  Tvofttll flight. 

Would  ktilhim felfejsut  Sobrin  him  ^rbodfy 
Seftn^  'Btferta  burne , atvo full  fight', 

<iy4t  lafi  they  meet  Gradajfo  in  a rode, 

7“  hey  fiend  a challenge  ^hree  to  three  to  fight, 

Vnto  Orlando, where  he  then  abode-, 

'B^gero  fights  with  T^udon  to  fit  free'' 

Seun  kings, whom  bound  tn  chaines  he  chaunfl  to  fie. 


Loo\t  in  the  Hi- 
fimy,of  tbefimt- 
luudts. 


fint 

fafl  ft. Tronic,  u 
f.xttfif  Vofe  lu. 
batht  ficen:!, 
which  be  tou 
chef h III  onetf 
hu  Satfrt, 

The  Lyons  teeth 
andpawes  mea- 
ning tire  t^ene- 
ttaps,  called  the 
L/tns  ef tht/ea. 


T 

Were  long  (my  Lord)  to 
tell  of  all  that  fought. 
In  that  fea  fight,  & certes 
all  the  whje. 

That  I Ihould  tell  it  you,I 
ftiould  be  thought, 

To  bcare  potts  ( as  they 
fay)to  Samos  He, 
Where  earthen  veffclls  in 
great  {lore  are  wrou  ght: 
Or  Owics  to  Aliens, Crocodills  to  Nyle: 

For  more  then  can  of  this  by  me  be  told. 

Your  fclfehaue  caufed  many  to  behold. 

2. 

Your  faithfull  people  had  a long  profped. 

When  all  a day  vpon  the  ftreameofPoe, 

Your  mcn,as  your  great  vallew  did  direft. 

The  (hippingofyour  foes  all'aulted  lb. 

That  with  their  bJoud  the  ftreame  they  did  infeft. 
And  brought  vpon  them  all, a world  of  woej 
Then  both  your  felfe,and  others  plainc  did  fee. 
How  fondtj'  deathesjin  fights  of  fea  there  be. 

It  was  not  then  indeedjmy  hap  to  fee’t, 

(Sent  vnto  Rome  fix  dayes  before  in  poft. 

To  craue  then, at  the  holy  fathers  feet. 

Succour  and  aide,againft  fo  great  an  hoft) 

And  in  that  time  your  grace  with  them  did  meet. 
In  fuch  a fort,fo  forcly  to  their  coft. 

And  foyou  par’d  the  Lyons  teeth  and  pawes. 

That  fince  that  time  to  feare  we  had  no  caufe. 

4 

But  .ytlfonfin,nnd  M core  that  faw  the  fame, 
uifiranio,^nt/j/ball,3nd  Zerbwet, 


MheTt,znd  Baygn, and  three  that  beare  my  name, 
Declard  to  me  the  conqueft  you  did  get: 

Alfo  their  banners,monuments  of  fame, 

Which  offerd  in  the  Churches  you  did  fet. 

With  fifteen  Gaily cs  tane,a  thoufand  botes, 
Giue  of  that  conqueft,very  open  notes. 

He  thathad  feene  the  fire  and  wondrous  wreake. 
That  at  that  time  was  wrought  vpon  ycur  foes. 
When  for  your  few,iheir  many  were  to  weake, 
He  might  deferibe  the  deathes  and  diuers  woes, 
Ol.A^ramantisho&,o( which  I fpeake. 

And  of  their  great  and  gricuous  oiierthrowes. 
Then  when  amyds  the  lurging  waues,and  fait, 
Dudon  in  darklbme  nidit.did  them  alTault. 

When  firft  the  fight  began,the  night  was  darke. 

But  when  the  flame  vpon  the  pitch  tooke  hold. 
The  fire  gaue  light, and  did  fo  clcarcly  Iparke, 
That  ^gramant  mightplainly  now  behold. 

His  enemies, and  their  great  nomber  marke, 
Incredible,if  any  had  it  told: 

Wherefore  in  fcafon  to  preuent  the  woorlh. 

He  chaungd  the  courfe  he  had  intended  furlt 

7 

And  chufing out  a vcflell  fwift  of  fayle, 

And  placing  there  his  things  ofgreateft  price. 
With  Brifiiadore(fi\x\s  all  hope  now  doth  fayle) 
Tofteale  from  thence  he  cloflie  doth  dcuife: 

And  while  that  Budon  doth  his  men  alTaylc, 

In  all  the  haft  he  can,away  he  flyes. 

His  men  the  fwordjthe  fea,the  fire  deftroys. 

And  he  is  fled, that  cauld  all  their  annoyes. 

And 
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And  in  tliat  BarkejWith  him  Soir/w  fled, 

Wlio  much  complaind  &was  not  litlc  grccued, 
h*  turtles  jhat  that  which  he  before  fotruely  fed, 

ttf  ihit  Yet  then  by  >4^nimant  was  not  bclcCucd: 
loui  t!  But  tell  we  now  how  good  ^Jiolfo  Jped, 

And  what  feats  by  OWWowereatcheeued, 

Who  counfelldlb  toraze  Biferca  townc. 

That  it  might  ncuer  noy  th’Imperiall  crowne. 

9 

The  tfiult  of  And  fo  it  was  in  publicke  fort  proclaymd, 

Vtferu.  That  the  third  day  th’aflauft  tlicy  fliould  expeft, 

^ffolfo  had  fome  ihips  before  ordaynd, 

(For  D:idon  had  not  all)for  this  efFeft, 

And  tlicfc  fame  fliips  with  S/nfonet  remaynd, 

A man  tliat  could  by  fea  and  land  direft, 

Who  rode  at  anker  ncare  Bifcrta  ihore. 

But  diftant  from  the  hau’n  a myle  and  more. 

10 

The  Brittifli  Duke, and  the  French  Palladine, 
Thathkc  goodChriftens  vfed  eucr  more. 

To  pray  to  God  for  grace  aud  aide  diuine, 
Proclaymed  in  the  camp,threc  dayes  before. 

That  to  affault  the  towne  they  did  afligne. 

True  dmotion.  By  fall  and  publicke  pray  re,Clirift  to  adore, 

And  crauc  ins  aide  againft  that  wicked  townc, 
That  they  may  raze  it  quite  and  beat  it  downc. 

11 

And  hauing  ended  that  their  follemne  fall. 

And  made  their  vowes,accuftomd  in  fuch  calc. 
Then  ftendlie  tliey  -together  take  repaft. 

And  each  his  frend,  and  parent  doth  embrace, 
Speaking  as  if  thofe  words  Ihould  be  their  laft, 

I The  kindlie  tearcs,oft  trickling  downc  their  face, 

' And  cu’rie  one  rclblucd  by  and  by. 

Either  to  win  the  towne, or  elle  to  dye. 

1£ 

Si^er(lnio».  Alfo  the  wretched  Priefts  within  the  towne. 

With  fayned  Ihow  offoclilh  fupcrllition. 

Pray  vnto  Macan^  that  he  do  notfrowne 
On  themrand  vow  to  him  on  that  condition. 
Great  Flolocauftes,with  coftofmany  a crowne. 
Of  him  they  feeke  to  haue  their  finnes  remilfion. 
And  as  if  he  the  fates  could  mend  or  alter. 

They  offer  faci  ifices  on  his  alter. 

13 

The  name  of  Then  when  they  were  by  their  great  Cady  blcft, 
Uacons  Tritfl.  Tlicy  went(but  fayntlie)to  their  Citie  wall. 

Yet  did  the  fayrc./i«ror4  take  her  reft, 

Andfcarce  the  Efternc  coaft,yet  looked  pale, 
WhcnSanfonet^/iflolfo^dinii  the  reft, 

Hauing  their  needftill  things proiiidcd  all. 

The  noble  enterprife  did  take  in  hand. 

And  did  aflault  the  towne  by  fea  and  land. 

14 

ttfertiu  fma-  Blfcna  hath  this  manner  lituation. 

Two  parts  thercofwith  water  arcnclofcd, 
Twoparts  with  goodlie  v/all  of auncient  falhion, 
Butnot  fo  ftrongj.as  one  would  haue  fuppoled; 
And  though  to  make  new  ftrength  aud  reparation, 
I The  king  Sranfardo  all  the  towne  difpofed, 

' His  time  and  warning  were  fo  fliort  and  fniall. 

He  could  do  litje  good, or  none  at  all. 


udfiolfo  did  appoint  the  Nubian  king, 

So  to  annoy  the  keepers  of  the  w.all. 

With  d.irc,and  Tui  kilh  bowes, and  many  a fling, 

That  from  the  battlemenrshedrauethem  all, 

So  as  he  might  horfemen  and  footmen  bring, 

Clofe  to  theditch  in  perill  none  at  all; 

And  each  according  to  his  powrc  and  skill. 

Brought  matter  wherewithal!  the  ditch  to  fill. 

16 

Some  fagots  brought,&fom  brought  ftorc of  hclme,  Helmtii  the 
Some  heauy  ftoncs,&  lomc  light  planks  & boords, 

And  leaft  the  ftreame  their  worke  might  ouer-  7ljat^hLfef7 
They  turned  it  away, by  other  foords:  (whclmc, 

Plentie  of  Wood  grew  there  in  that  fame  Realme, 

The  which  to  them  great  ftorc  of  ftuflFe  affbords. 

And  now  that  prouerb  fee  performd  you  might. 

That  many  hands, make  hcauic  works  but  light.  Prmtrb. 

17 

The  Nubians  fierce  impatient  of  all  ftay. 

And  by  defire  ofgaync  all  headlong  led. 

Do  not  the  perill  and  the  danger  way. 

But  each  man  clapps  his  target  on  his  hed: 

And  then  their  battric  to  the  walls  they  lay. 

With  rammes,and  engines  ftrongly  furnilhed. 

With  which  to  fhake  the  walls  they  do  begin. 

Nor  were  they  all  vnfurnifficd  within. 

18 

DartcS3ftoncs,&  planks,yea  eu’n  their  houfes  tylc. 

They  flag  down  on  the,whc  they  drew  more  ncarc 
By  which  they  brake  and  pierced  other  while. 

Their  engines  huge,(bas  it  might  appearc, 

Fortu  nc  at  firft  feemd  on  the  Turkes  to  fmilc, ' 

But  after  fbone  againe  Ihe  ebau  ngd  her  cheare. 

No  fooner  night  was  gone, and  Sunne  once  vp. 

But  that  they  caftedof  an  other  cup. 

Then  on  each  fide  they  had  fo  hot  a charge. 

As  hardlie  they  were  able  to  fuftainc, 

Sanfonet  of  the  (hipping  had  the  charge. 

And  he  by  fea  afTaulrs  them  to  their  paync; 

And,for  their  powre  was  great, & place  was  large. 

Each  Captain  tooke  with  him  a feu’rall  traync. 

Thereby  the  more  to  trouble  all  their  foes. 

And  of  their  vertue,to  make  larger  (hoes. 

20 

And  for  that  fpeciallcaufe, they  do  deulde. 

Their  mightiehoft  irttofoure  fcu’rall  parts. 

To  th’end  that  by  that  meanes  it  might  be  (pyde. 

Which  me  had  (lout,&  which  had  faynting  harts. 

Great  towres  on  migheie  wheclcs  did  feeme  to 
Drawn  with  great  force  like  ordinary  carts,  (tyde. 

And  Elephants  did  carrie  towres  fo  tall. 

As  did  in  height  furpalTe  the  Citie  wall. 

21 

Brandimart  doth  a fcaling  ladder  beare. 

And  clymes  him  felfe  and  caufeth  others  clyme: 

For  what  man  hauing  fuch  a guide,could  feare? 

Each  man  to  ftay,thinks  it  ahaynous  crime: 

T he  ladders  ftregth  was  weighd  by  no  man  there. 

Each  rounga  man,and  (bme  beares  two  fomtimci 
Brandimart  now  to  fight  with  firme  intent, 

Getts  to  the  top,andwinnes  a battlement. 
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22. 

With  hand  and  foote  he  clammerdinfuch  lore. 

He  wan  a baclcment  and  did  it  keepe^ 

Then  with  his  fword  he  made  them  aHfuch  fport. 
As  caufd  the  lookers  on,not  laugh, but  weepe; 
The  ladder  now  chargd  with  to  great  refort. 
Standing  a Hope, and  nor  vpright  and  llcepe, 
Brake  in  the  midft,fo  that  fane 
All  of  them  f el],vnto  their  paine  and  Imart. 

Their  Captain  ihough,with  this  no  whit  difmayd. 
Keeps  ftiU  his  place  though  he  the  hap  did  markc. 
Although  he  faw  his  men  him  could  not  ayd, 
Thou  gh  he  alone,wer  e all  their  fhooting  markj 
His  men  below  cryde  out  to  him,and  prayd 
Him  to  retire, but  henowhitcouldh.uk. 

But  boldlie  from  the  wall  into  the  towne , 

Which  was  thrife  ten  foot  deepe,  he  leaped  down. 

As  if  the  pau’ment  had  been  ftraw,not  ftone. 

So  lept  he  down,fo  nimble  and  fo  light. 

And  being  thcre^layd  fo  about  alone. 

He  made  them  all  giue  place  vnto  his  might: 
Ofthofe  that  fought  hekilled  many  a one, 
Thereft  thoughtbeft  to  faucthe  fclucs  by  flight. 
But  they  thdt  law  him  leape  down  from  without. 
Within  their  minds  were  full  of  dread  and  doubt, 
ly 

Straight  wayes  .about  the  camp, a rumor  fpred. 

From  mouth  to  mouth, & man  to  ma  doth  coinc> 
And  fame  doth  fly,and  flying  gathers  hed. 

Of  that  hard  feat,tliat  Brandmart  had  don^ 

And  comes  at  laft  whereas  Orlando  led 
His  band  jand  after  to  king  O/  im  fonne. 

And  then  toO//«fro,ncuer  ceafing. 

But  in  her  going  ftill  her  tale  increafing. 

All  thefe,but  chiefc  Orlando  all  among, 

That  Brandimart  in  minde  did  dearelic  louc, 
Hearing  that  if  from  thence  they  tarrid  long. 

It  would  be  hard  his  daungcr  to  remouej 
Vnto  the  walls  fet  fcaling  ladders  ftrong, 
Rcfolutnow  their  vtmoil  force  toprouej 
And  vp  they  mounc,with  lookes  fo  grim  and  bold. 
As  fcant  tlicir  enemies  durft  them  behold. 

As  when  the  feas  are  wrought  with  fturdy  wind. 

The  ventrous  veflell  toll  with  many  a wauc, 
Isfometimc  fmote  before, fometime  behind, 

And  each  furge  ftriues  a paCfage  free  to  hauc; 

The  fearcfitll  Pilot  with  aftoniflit  mind, 

Knowes  not  which  way  him  felfc  he  fliould  behaue 
Till  at  the  laft  one  furge  the  whole  poflclTeth, 

And  fo  both  Pilot,(hip,  and  all  opprefl’eth. 

28 

So  when  thole  three, of  whom  before  I Ipake, 

Had  got  the  wall, they  did  the  fouldiers  teach. 

To  follow  them,andfo  large  path  did  make. 

As  thoufands  of  them  now  the  wall  did  reach: 

This  while  the  monftrous  rammes  the  walls  did 
Inotherplaces,andmadefuch  a breach,  (fhakc. 
That  now  in  many  parts  withou  t refiftance. 

They  might  to  Brandimart  bring  good  afliftance* 


29 

Looke how y ftreamc  furnam'd  of  ftreams  the  king, 

With  damage  great,ouer  his  bankes  doth  grow,  J^mgcffmirs. 
When  fome  ftrong  wind,or  tyde  of  higheft  fpring, 

Makes  him  beyond  accuftomd  bounds  to  flow. 

And  thereby  hurt  to  the  fame  field  doth  bring. 

And  drowneth  flockes,  and  houfes  ouerthtow, 

Then  trees  do  harbour  fifh,as  new  come  guefts. 

Where  flying  birds  were  wont  to  build  their  nefts. 

30 

So  now  Biferta  wall s w ere  farre  to  wcake. 

To  faue  the  Citic  from  both  fword  and  fire; 

The  valiant  Captains  firft  the  Ifedobreake, 

To  follow  whom,the  fouldiers  do  afpircj 

And  what  with  will  their  auncict  wrogs  to  wreake, 

And  what  with  hope  ofbooties  jand  delire. 

They  ruindfoonc  that  Citic,  that  had  been 
Of  Affrica, the  foie  triumphant  Queen. 

3t 

Thoufands  of  men  lay  flaine  in  eu’ry  ftrecr. 

And  with  the  bloud  that  of  their  wouds  did  runne, 

Thekennells  flowd  vermiilion  vnder  feetj 
But  when  the  fire  to  take  had  once  begunq 
No  doubt  it  was  a wofull  fight  to  feet, 

What  fpoilc  vpon  the  towne  by  fire  was  done: 

Such  crycsjfuch  plaints  were  ouer  all  the  Cine, 

As  might  hauc  mtHied  any  hearts  topitic. 

3^ 

Their  hclplcs  Gods how  vnder  footc  were  croden. 

Their  facred  icwells  taken  all  for  pray, 

The  conquerers  come  foonh  ofhoufcs,lodcn 
With  gold, with  plate, with  fayre  and  ritch  arayj 
And  though  the  fouldiers  flatly  were  forboden 
Foulc  beaftlie  luft,this  was  to  them  no  ftay, 

Young  childre  and  old  matrones  could  not  frape. 

Forced  dcflouring,nor  vngodlie  rape. 


Stout  Oliuero  with  a found  blow  flew, 

KingS«o/*r,  andbroughthim  tohis end, 

Branfardo  killd  him  fclfe,when  as  he  knew. 

The  C itie  could  not  now  it  felfe  defendj 
>Aflolfo  did  in  fing)e  fight  fubdew 
FKi«o,and  tookc  him  prifner  in  the  end: 

Thcfe  three  were  thofe,  who  (as  before  you  hard) 

^ffomant  Icfr  thofe  country es  there  to  guard. 

34 

But  w4jr4W4»)#,who  as  before  I told, 

Stole  from  his  men, and  fo  away  did  faylc, 

When  as  he  did  thefe  Games  from  farre  behold. 

Much  did  the  ftatc  of  that  fame  towne  bewaylcj 
But  when  a meflenger  did  plain  vnfold. 

How  farre  his  foes  in  Aff  ickedidpreuayle, 

He  would  hauc  flaine  himfeIfe,of  woes  to  rid  him, 

Saue  that  the  fage  Sohrino  did  forbid  him. 

Ah  Sir  laid  he(infredlie  fort  him  chiding)  (thought,  Selrmoi  OrmS 
Driuefromyourworthie minde fuch  wretched  to ^grtmantat 
What  could  be  to  your  foes  more  Wellcome  tiding 
Then  that  your  felfe,your  own  deftruftio  fought  ? ^ * 

They  doubt, while  you  in  faftie  are  abiding, 

Hardlie  tokeepe,thattheyhaue  eaflic  caughtj 
Not  one  of  them  but  drcads,and  greatly  fears. 

That  while  you  liue,Affrickc  cannot  be  theirs. 

Your 
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3^ 

Your  death  would  all  your  frends  of  hope  dcpriuc, 
(The  only  hclpe  that  in  our  cafe  is  left) 

All  they  hauc  got,whiJeyou  rcmaine  aliuc, 

They  can  but  count  it  robbcrie  and  theft: 

But  if  you  die,whofliall  againftthem  ftriue? 
AfFrickc  is  loft,  we  of  all  hope  bereft: 

Whcrfore  though  for  your  fdfe  you  life  abhord, 
Liuc  for  our  fake  (at  Icaft)  my  foueraignc  Lord. 

37 

The  Souldan  Jure  will  heipe  your  caufe  t’aduaunce. 
To  him  you  may  for  men  and  money  fend, 

Be  furc  he  will  be  loth  the  kingofFraunce 
Should  ncft  in  Affrick,  being  not  his  ftend: 
\i't{orandino  knew  ofyour  mifchaunce. 

He  would  both  men,andhorre,and  monie  fend. 
The  ftatcs  of  Medi3,Perfia,and  Armcnie, 

With  A rabie, will  heipe  you  with  their  menic. 

38 

Thefc  words  then  fpake  the  graue  wife  man  and  old, 
To  mouehis  Prince  a better  mynd  to  carrie. 

And  bad  him  chtare  him  rclfe,and  ftill  he  told. 
What  hopes  there  were(tho  fur  e he  thought  con- 
He  faw  & knew  their  cofort  was  but  cold,  (trary) 
That  long  they  vfe  to  pray, and  rue,and  taric. 
Who  hai>:ng  loft  their  crowneSjto  fuc  are  fainc 
To  other  kings,  to  heipe  them  home  againc. 

39  , 

lupmh  and  HamubaH  examples  be. 

To  princes  all,  that  triift  in  forren  ayd, 

With  Lodwickf  whom  this  laft  age  did  fee, 

Vnto  a ftronger  foule  betrayd: 

Whcrfore  vnto  that  fentence  I agree. 

That  Duke  Mfonfo  of  Ferrara  fayd, 

A greater  figne  of  folly  is  not  ftiowne, 

Then  trufting others  force, diftruft  ones  owne. 

40 

Whcrfore  in  that  conflift  and  bitter  warre. 

In  which  he  found  Chrifts  Vicar  not  his  ftend, 
And  that  the  Venice  ftate  with  him  did  iarre. 

And  he  that  promifedhim  to  defend. 

From  Italic  was  driu’n  and  abfentfarre. 

Yet  neuer  vionXA  Mfonfo  condifeend. 

To  put  him  felfe  in  other  mens  fubieftion. 

And  Icauc  his  ftate  to  forren  powres  proteftion. 

41 

But  ^gramant  of  comfort  all  bereft, 

Forlbokc  the  lhore,and  launched  to  the  deepe. 
To  thinke  in  what  eftate  his  Rcalme  was  left, 
^adc  him  in  bitter  fort  to  waile  and  wcepe. 

From  the  right  hand,they  faild  now  to  the  left. 
And  Eaftward  all  the  night  their  courfe  did  keepe 
Vntill  a ftormc  rifing  within  a while. 

Made  them  take  harbour  in  a litle  He. 
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A litle  lie  voyd  of  inhabitants, 

But  full  of  harcs,and  conics,and  of  dcare. 

With  couerts  great,  of  trees  and  flender  plants. 
That  had  not  bene  cut  downe  in  manic  a ycarc: 
Elfe  there  was  nothing  to  fuoply  their  wants. 
Only  fomc  tokens  plainly  did  appeare. 

That  fiihers  vfed  there  their  nets  to  diyc. 

The  while  the  fiftiinfeado  quiet  lye. 


Here  only  in  the  harbour  they  did  find, 

A ftiip  that  had  bene  weather  beaten  (ore, 
Cradaffo  forced  by  contrarie  wind, 

Came  in  that  fliip  from  Arly  late  before. 

With  Princely  gcftiirc,and  bchauiour  kind. 
Each  king  falutcs  the  tother  on  the  ftiorcj 
For  well  they  lou’d  together,and  were  late, 
Fellowcs  in  armes  neare  Paris  walles  and  gate. 

.44 

The  king  of  Scrican  with  no  finall  griefe. 

Heard  all  the  ftoric  of  their  late  diftrefle. 

And  which  did  comiott^gramanti  chiefe, 
Offerdhis  perfon  thefc  harmes  to  redreffe. 
But  that  he  (hall  in  ^gypt  find  relicfc, 

He  greatly  doubts,  and  thinkethnotlringlcflcj 
Tompeys  example  teacheth  you  (he  fayd) 
Thatbanilht  men  find  there  but  forie  ayd; 


Gradaffo, 


Ttntpty  Utrapi 
tnEupt. 


But  fith  the  cafe  fo  ftands,and  thatyou  fay, 

Englifli  with  a Nubian  hoft. 

And  mad  Orlando,  who  this  other  day 
As  I did  heare,  for  loue  his  wit  had  loft, 

Haue  done  fuch  hurt,  I haue  bethought  a way. 
That  at  this  time  I thinke  will  profit  moft: 

I will  Orlando  chalenge  hand  to  hand, 

V/ho(fiircI  am)in  my  hands  cannot  ftand. 
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Were  he  once  dead,  the  reft  I count  as  ftraw. 

And  for  the  Nubians,  though  I cannot  dreamc 
How  they  (hould  come,  yet  know  I how  to  draw 
Them  back  again  from  yours,to  their  own  Reame 
Thofe  other  Nubians,  whom  a diuerfe  law 
Sunders  from  thefe,  as  well  as  Nylus  ftreame. 
Shall  with  Arabian  and  Macrobian  forces 
Aflaile  the,  (thefe  haue  gold,&  thofe  good  horfes) 

47 

^Agramant  praifed  much  this  offer  kind. 

And  called  it  a good  and  blefled  ftorme. 

That  caufd  him  fuch  a ftend  as  this  to  fod. 

And  thanks  him  for  his  offer : but  the  forme 
Of  it  (he  faid)  doth  no  whit  pleafe  my  mind. 

No  though  therby  I might  all  harmes  reformcj 
And  that  I might  Biferta  townc  regainc, 

I would  not  do  mine  honor  fuch  a ftainc, 

48 

If  anic  man  muft  challenge  him,then  I 
It  is,  that  am  in  honor  tide  vnto  it, 

And  whether  1 (hall  kill,  or  elfe  (hall  die, 

I am  refolued,  furely  I will  do  it: 

Nay  then  Sir  (faid  Gradaffo)  I will  trie 
Another  way,  ifyou  affent  but  to  it. 

We  two  will  make  one  challenge  thus : to  fight 
Againft  Orlando  and  (bme  other  knight. 

49 

So  I be  one(then  Adamant  replide) 

I care  nor, though  I fecond  be  or  fiirft. 

For  in  the  world  is  not  a man  befide. 

To  truft  whofe  courage  more  then  yours,I  durft. 
Sohrim  that  ftood  all  the  while  afide. 

Into  fuch  fpcach,vpon  the  fudden  burft. 

Hath  age  (quoth  he)  brought  me  in  fuch  contept. 
To  be  excluded  from  fobraue  attempt? 

F f iiij 


The  Arabian 
borfe  it  of  frtat 
aenunt. 


L<Kil{*intlu 

MfraU^thi 


Oliutrtcifia 

OrUnia, 
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Do  me  nocfuch  dilgrnccjtoleaue  out  me, 

*’  Age  hath  not  tane  away  my  vigor  cleenc, 

Skill  and  experience  good  companions  be. 

Age  knoweth  whatfoeiicr  youth  hath  bccnej 
Wherfore  let  me  be  one,and  you  fliall  fee. 

That  I amftronger,  then  perhaps  you  weene: 

To  this  requeft  of  his  they  foone  agree. 

And  fo  they  fend  their  challenge  three  to  three. 

Tliey  fend  a Herauld,asit  is  the  vfe. 

The  challenge  to  Orlando  ftout  to  bcarc. 

With  number  hke,to  meete  atLippadufe, 
Andfoby  combat,end  all  matters  thcare: 

The  while  each  (ide  fhould  grauntihe  tothercrufe 
And  all  ads  of  hoftilitic  forbearej 

. ThisLippadufaisalidelle, 

Diftant  from  Affricke  lhorc,fome  twentie  mile. 

Si 

The  Hcrauld  made  good  haft, and  went  apace, 
Vfingallhelpc  ofoares  and  failcs  he  could. 

And  comming  to  Orlando  with  good  grace. 

His  meflage  and  the  challenge  plainc  he  told: 
Amids  Biferta  in  the  market  place. 

He  found  himparting  fummes  of  coyne  and  gold, 
(Of  that  fame  facked  towne  die  many  fpoilcs) 
Yntohis  men  for  guerdon  of  their  toilcs. 

53 

Now  when  0>lando  this  braue  challeng  hard. 

He  did  accept  it,  and  did  much  reioyce. 

And  gaue  vnto  the  Herauld  in  reward. 

Of  many  fumptuous  gifts  great  ftore  and  choicej 
He  knew  before,  the  death  of  Mandrkard, 

And  heard  of  Du  rindan  by  common  voyce. 

How  that  Gradajjh  had  ir,  whom  to  find, 

A voyage  vnto  th’Indies  he  aflignd. 
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But  knowing  that  he  neede  not  go  fo  farre. 

And  that  liis  great  good  fortune  fo  had  wrought. 
That  he  fliouldfend  to  offer  finglc  warre. 

Whom  he  farre  of  had  purpofd  to  haue  foughtj 
Now  he  doth  hope  that  log  they  fhould  not  barre 
Him  of  his  fword,  that  he  fo  deare  had  bought, 
Take  Brigliadore  he  hc^cs  now  to  regainc. 

That  did  in  ^gramantes  hands  remaine. 
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He  chufeth  for  his  frends  to  take  his  pai  t. 

In  this  fo  great  and  daungerous  a fray, 

« His  cofin,  and  tliat  faithfoU  Brandimart, 

Both  whom  he  oft  faw  tride  before  that  day; 
Armours  andhorfcjand  fwords  on  cu’rie  parr. 

He  feekes  to  get  for  them  the  beft  he  may. 

For  none  of  them  had  armour  of  his  owne. 

As  I before  this  time  haue  made  it  knowne. 

S^ 

Orlando  when  he  firft  of  all  fell  mad. 

Loft  both  his  fword  and  armour  that  fame  howre, 
The  tothers  twainc,  the  Sarzan  taken  had. 

And  now  they  were  fafe  lockt  vp  in  a towre: 

In  Affrica  their  armour  was  but  bad, 

The  warres  in  France  did  dayly  theirs  dcuowre: 
They  feldomc  had  in  thofc  parts  any  ftore, 
hxii^grarrmt  what  was,  had  had  before. 


S7 


Hecomt  to  them 
*g*tnt  m tijt 


Such  ashe  could,  though  it  were  old  and  ruftie. 

He  caufed  to  be  fcowrd  and  furbufht  new. 

And  cu’rie  day  with  his  companions  truftic. 

He  talked  of  the  fight  that  flioiild  enfew. 

One  day,as  in  a morning  frefh  and  luftie. 

They  walkt  vpon  die  fliorc,  they  faw  in  vew 
A great  fhip  vndcr  faile  with  treble  top, 

Sailc  to  the  fhore,  without  all  ftay  or  flop. 

S8 

No  faylers,  pafl'engers,  nor  anie  guide. 

Within  the  fliip  to  bedifcouerd  were. 

But  as  the  tempeft  draue  her  ,and  the  tide. 

She  came,  and  faffie  fo  ariued  there: 

But  here  a while  the  emptic  fliip  fhall  bide. 

And  thefe  three  knights  ,becaufc  the  lowclbcarc 
Vnto  B^gtro  and  Bsnaldo  both , 

To  oucr  pafle  them  longer  makes  me  loth. 
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You  heard  how  they  themftlucs  afide  did  draw, 

And  of  their  owne  accords  their  combat  ceafe. 

When  as  they  faw,  againft  all  right  and  law. 

On  eitlicr  fide  the  battcll  to  incrcafc: 

They  were  fo  carncft,neithcr  of  them  faw 
Which  fide  w'as  firft, that  brake  their  vowed  peace 
Wherfore  they  aske  of  thofe  that  neare  the  came. 

Which  king  of  this  foule  breach  fhould  haue  the 

60  (blame. 

I(«^m)had  a valiant  truftie  man, 

That  ferued  him  with  faithfulneffe  and  care. 

Who  neuer  fince  the  combat  firft  began. 

Had  loft  the  fight  ofhim.and  being  ware 
Of  this  new  breach,  with  all  die  Ipeed  he  can. 

He  did  his  mafters  fword  and  horlc  prepare,  1 

And  brought  it  him,  and  wifticd  him  to  vfe  it. 

But  for  that  day  Bogero  did  refufe  it, 
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Howbc'tfrom  thence  he  did  his  coutfedireft. 

And  promife  with  Bcnaldo  doth  renew, 

Tliat  if  his  king  were  firft,did  oath  negled. 

And  (hewd  him  felfe  in  promife  fo  vntrue. 

That  he  would  Icatic  him  and  his  wicked  fetft; 

This  faid,  he  bad  Benaldo  then  adew. 

Asking  of  all  he  met,  who  was  in  fault, 

Of  this  vngodly  and  vniuft  aflault. 

Of  all  the  world  he  hearcs  it  plainly  fpoken. 

How  that  ofyouthfull./<2r««4«ret  part. 

The  law  of  armes,  & late  fwornc  trufe  was  broken. 

Which  now  was  tumd  vnto  his  Ioffe  and  fmart: 

Yet  thinks  he,  men  would  deeme  it  were  a token 
In  him  of  faint,  or  of  vmfaithfiili  hart. 

To  leauchis  Mafter  in  fb  great  diftrefle. 


Although  his  falfhood  had  deferu’d  no  leff’e. 


^3 


The  thought  hereof  draue  him  to  nofmall  mufe, 

Whether  he  better  were  to  go  or  tarric. 

If  he  do  go,  he  greatly  fhall  abufe 
Her,  whom  fo  oft  he  promifed  to  marric; 

Againe  he  thinketh  that  he  cannot  chufe. 

In  his  rerame  to  Affricke  but  mifearrie. 

He  knowes  how  periurie  offendeth  God, 

How  oucr  it  ay  hangs  a beau  ic  rod.  SmnKt. 

On 


OF  ORLANDO  FVRIOSO* 


ii9 


Stutttct* 


I 


I 


On  tother  fide,  he  fcares  the  great  difgrace 
Men  would  impute  to  him,his  Lord  to  leaue, 
Andthinkc  it  comes  of  fearfull  heart  and  bafe: 
Whatiffomc  men  perhaps  his  feufe  receauc. 
When  they  do  know, and  vnderftand  the  cafe? 

Yet  moft  will  fay )he  doth  his  Lord  deceaue; 

And  that  a man  fuch  promife  may  forfakc. 

As  at  the  firft,  vnlawfuU  was  to  make. 

All  that  fame  day, and  all  that  night  enfuing. 

He  did  the  matter  with  him  felfe  debate, 

His  LouCjhis  Lord,on  either  fide  renewing 
The  doubtfuIlqueftion,each  in  diueife  rate: 
Butnoble  mynd,  the  greater  fhame  efehewing, 
Chofe  laftly  to  relecue  his  Mailers  Hate, 

Much  lou’d  he  BradamatiTa\xc\\  thou  ght  he  on  her. 
But  more  he  lou’d  his  dutie  and  his  honer. 
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Wherfore  rcfolucd  to  depart  theReame, 

He  fought  at  Arly,  (hips  him  to  tranfport. 

But  neither  at  the  fea,  nor  in  the  ftreamc 
Could  he  there  find  a thip  of  anie  fortj 
For  ^^Tomant  in  haft  and  fearc  extreamc, 

Had  all  fi  om  thence,  or  burnd  them  in  theporr. 
Which  when  B^gero  once  did  vnderftand. 

He  went  vnto  Marfilia-ward  by  land. 
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In  Arly, nor  from  Arly  all  the  way. 

He  faw  no  lining  Turke,  but  manie  a corlc. 

He  mindeth  at  Marfilia,if  he  may. 

To  get  a lhip,by  faire  mcanes  or  by  force. 

That  into  Aftrica  lhall  ftraight  conuay. 

Him  and  Frontino,his  well  tried  horfe: 

But  while  fuch  thoughts  he  in  his  mind  contriued, 
Dudon  with  all  his  nauie  there  ariued. 


71 

Bogno  could  by  no  tneanes  it  endure, 

To  fee  in  milcrie  his  noble  frends. 

He  doubts  his  prayre  no  fuccour  can  procure. 
And  therfore  he  to  trie  his  force  intends: 

His  launce  he  prefcntly  doth  put  in  vre. 

With  which  not  few  vnto  the  ground  he  fendsj 
His  fword  he  drawes,and  therwith  in  Ihort  fpace. 
He  doth  an  hundred  hurt,kill,maime,  difplacc. 

Dudon  doth  heare  the  noife,  the  harme  doth  fee. 
Done  by  Bogero,  yet  to  him  vnknowne. 

He  fees  his  men  foyld,  and  difordredbe. 

Only  by  one  man  all  their  hurt  is  growne: 

He  takes  his  horfe,  and  to  that  end  that  he 
May  venge  thefe  harms,  or  ioyne  therco  his  owne, 
He  letteth  in  his  reft,  a mightie  launce, 
Toproouehim  felfc  a Palladine  of  Ftaiince, 
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He  bids  his  men  in  order  to  retire, 

That  of  the  field  they  two  may  haue  good  fcope: 
Bsgero,  that  to  refeue  did  defire 
His  frends,  and  now  had  put  them  in  fomc  hope: 
Seeing  that  holy  Dudon  did  alpire. 

In  combat  hand  to  hand  with  him  to  cope. 

Did  deemehe  was  theCaptaine  chiefe  and  guide 
And  with  great  courage  toward  him  did  ride. 
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Dudon  came  firft, but  when  he  nearer  came. 

And  faw  Bsgeyo  had  no  fpeare  in  fight. 

He  call  away  his  owne,  as  counting  lhamc 
To  vfe  aduantages  in  anie  fight. 

Sure  faith  Bsgero  to  him  felfe,  this  fame 
Is  a great  figne  of  a braue  minded  knight; 

Certes,  except  mine  aime  be  much  amifie. 

One  of  the  Palladines  of  France  he  is. 


I ^phrafeof 
\ ^eacb  thiti  ships 
ftcod  fu  th'cl^t  * 
man  could  not 
Tflmfi  tptafe  tntt 
tbt  water  for 
ib*m. 
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Dudon,  whom  ^gramant  vpon  the  Teas 

Met  to  his  coft,whcnerft  his  men  were  llainc: 
He  fledjhis frends  tane prifners,and  in  thcafe 
Seauen  kings  that  erft  in  Aftrica  did  raigne; 
Hardly  a man  as  then,might  call  a peafe 
Into  that  ftreame, or  anie  litlc  graine. 

The  Nauie,  and  the  prifes,  in  fuch  number. 

Did  fo  the  riucr  pefter  vp,and  cumber. 

DWowhim  felfe  was  newly  comeonland. 

And  his  chiefe  prilhers  he  had  fet  on  fhore. 
And  as  in  way  of  triumph  made  them  ftand. 
The  chiefe  behind,  the  meaner  fet  before. 
Guarded  with  fouldiers  ofhis  choifeft  band. 
Who  with  their  warlicke  voyces  euermore. 
Made  that  fame  towne,and  all  the  places  round, 
OiDudons  praife,  and  Dudons  name  to  found. 
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Bsgtro  when  he  faw  thefe  bands  appeare. 

Thought  it  had  bene  the  fleet  of  ^gramant. 

But  when  as  he  approched  now  more  neare. 

He  faw  how  much  his  guefle  of  truth  did  want; 
He  fees  his  frends  captiucs,with  heauie  chcarc, 
Bamhyrage,^grica/tjand  Ferurant, 

Btdaslroy  Bi^dont,  and  Manilard, 

And  "Hafamony  wayling  their  hap  fo  hard. 


71 

Wherefore  he  minds,  eare  any  more  enfew. 

Or  anie  force  of  cither  part  were  donne. 

To  learne  his  name."  and  asking  him,  he  knew 
How  that  he  was  the  Dane  Vggtroi  fonne; 

Now  (faith  goodD«do»)let  me  know  of  you 
Your  name,  before  our  combat  be  begonne: 
B$gero  in  like  fort  him  fatisfied,  • 

Andfo  they  both  each  other  then  defied. 

Dudon  had  that  fame  Axe  or  iron  Mace, 

Wherwith  he  wonne  fuch  fame  in  many  fights^  ’ 
As  prooued  him  to  be  of  that  fame  race 
OfPalladines,  fo  braue  and  worthie  knights; 
Bsgero  hath  the  fivord  that  cuts  apace,  ' 

And  fruftrateth  all  charmes,where  ear  it  lights: 
So  that  he  had  thevantage,hadhe  vfd  it. 

But  for  that  timc,itfeemed  he  refufd  it. 

77 

The  caufewas  this,hewas  afeardperchaunce. 

It  would  offend  his  louing  Bradamant, 

For  being  skilfullin  the  lines  of  Fraunce, 

He  knew  that  Dudons  mother,  was  her  Aunt: 

So  though  this  conqueft  might  bis  name  aduaucc 
He  doubts  her  loue,  it  may  notlitle  daunt; 

T urpin  doth  thinkcjthis  was  the  only  reafbn. 

That  Dudon  fcaped  killing  at  that  fcaibn. 
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^lo^ifroneticr  foynd,  and  feldome  ftrakc  Such  thundringknocks,  as  caufd  his  head  toakc. 

But  flatling,  and  his  fword  was  fo  good  fteelc,  And  made  him  readie  many  times  to  recle: 

The  backe  lb  thicke,  as  it  no  hurt  did  take.  But  left  much  reading  may  annoy  your  eyes, 

Yet  oft  therwith  he  made  good  Dudon  fecle  To  lay  this  booke  afide  I you  adude. 

1 n Agramant  fi-ombeing/o  yi£lonot*i,fell  into  fi  great  extremitie^rinces  may  confider  the  great  mutability  ofPor- 
tuneeor  to  fpeab^  more  truly  and  Clyriftianly  ,they  may  fee  Ixw  God  can  ouertbrow  them,  w ben  in  their  oivne  conceipts  tb^  are 
at  the  very  higltefi.  In  that  their  folly  u difpraifed,  that  truft  to  others  proteilion,and  (land  not  vpen  their  ovone  firengthytlre 
l.'.mcntable  examples  of  many  Vrinces  that  vee  hauc  heard  of in  this  age,  and  fame  that  we  haue  feene,  mayproue  the  trrtth  of 
that  principle  •,  nor  doth  it  only  hold  in  Vrinces  affaires  ,but  euen  in  the  cafe  of  meaner  fubieds  , according  as  agoodfrend  of 
mine,  perhaps  vpon  fame  good, or  (peraduenture)  bad  experience  of  hu  owne,wrate  many  yeares  fnce. 

If  you  be  wife,  this  rule  well  mynde, 

Truftnone foryou  to  fueorpray, 

Notfrend  moftfaft,nor  kin  moftkynd. 

In  that  your  felfe  can  do  or  fay. 

Further  wheras  Sobrino  notwithjianding  his  age,  is  chofen  to  be  one  of  the  three  in  the  challenge,  off  ring  him  felfe  therto,  we 
may  note  thcrhy,that  old  men  are  not  only  to  be  honored for  their  wifdomes  ,but  alfo  employed  in  feruii  efor  their  conflant  cou- 
rage,if  them  feluesbewiUingtherto, and  nottobe  contemned  or fcojfed,  (avicethat  ourtimeisto  muchgiuen  ynto'fjpecially 
by  young  men  that  thirdly  they  kptow  all  things, and  indeede  know  lejfe  then  nothing.  It  is  a tale  well  It^wne,  and  wortlrie  to  be 
Well  marl^ed,h}W  one  day, the  people  of  Athens  being  fet  in  their  theater  to  beheld  play  es, two  old  men  came  in,and  no  man  once 
off  red  to  giue  them  place  ,til  they  came  where  the  Lacedemonian  ^mbaffadorsfatecthey  jlraigbt  refe,a/id  in  reuerence  oftlreir 
gray  heads,  net  hptowing  the  menytheygaue  them  place  : which  ail  when  the  people  commended  with  great  applaufe,  the  fore- 
named  ^T/daffadouTS  gaue  them  that  pretie  tuch,whiKh  hath  euer  fnce ftuchp  by  them-, That  ihc  Athenians  knew  what 
was  honeft  and  commendable , but  would  giu  e others  leaue  to  do  it. 

I n thefirjl  fajfe  of  this  bool^,  he  vfeth  three fimilitudes  to  this  ejfefl,  as  we  fay  in  Erglt/Jr,  to  fling  water  into  the  Teames, 

. Tobeare  pots(asisfayd)toSamosIle, 

(Where  earthen  vcflels  in  great  ftore  arewrought) 

Or  Owlcs  to  Athens,  Crocodyles  to  Nile. 

Of  Samos  'yeffels  I will  recite  only  that  verfe  that  was  made  of  Agathoclcs: 

Fama  eft,  fiftilibusornafle  Agathoclea  regem 
Atquc  abacum  Samio  fepc  onoraffe  luto, 

Fercula  gemmatis  cum  ponerethorridavalis, 

. ■'  Etmifceretopcs,paupcriemq;fimul 
^ Querenticaufam,rcfpondjtrcxegoquifum 
SicaniXjfigulolIim  genitorenatus. 

Fortunam  rcuerentcr  habe,  quicunque  repente 
Diues,ab  cx,iliprogredicre  loco. 

Concermng  thebwles  of  Mhens,  T ully  vfeth  the  phrafe  Hoc  eft  A thenas  noftul  mittam.  But  the  faying  rofe  net  fo  much 
for  theplenfie  of  thbfe  birds  , as  becaufe  they  had  a coigne  flamped  with  the  fame:  as  appeares  in  Plutatkc  in  the  life  of  Ly~ 
fander,  wberc'ilWas  layd  to  the  charge  of  a great  officer  named  Gilippus , that  he  nefted  to  many  owlet  in  the  pentboufe  of 
his  hoiife-y  which  Was  indeed,  money  that  be  had  (Iclen  in  that  kind  ofcoigne,and  hidden  there, 

T he  Crocodiles  ofNdtts  are  famous, neither  are  tlnre  any  ofthofe  beaffs  in  any  other  riuer , but  one  in  ^jfrica  called  Senega 
thatfaUs  into  the  jltlanlklp  Ocean ; arsd  becaufe  it  hath  Crocodiles,  fome  hold  it  for  an  arme  ofTSlJlusphough,in  my  opinion, 
with  as  litlereafou,as  fome  ft^  Lundy  thellebetweene  Cornwalle  and  tyales,  to  be  part  of  J reland,becaufe  it  hath  no  fnakes 
in  it.  Of  the  Crocodile  I count  this  worth  the  noting,  that  being  bred  of  an  egge,  he  groweth  to  betwelue  or fourteenefoct  long^ 
which  no  creature  dethbeftde.  Hannibal!  beingouerepme  by  Scipio,  fled  to  hs\i\oc\vis,anddoubtmg  of  his  fickfl  difpofitio,^ 
went  /p  Priifia kin^dfBithinia  ,who  by  hiscoun’eU and  pcUicie  ouercame Eumcncs  in  a fea fight, which benefite  and fieruic^ 
notwithfianding,the  fecyd'PrxiRa'would  haue  betray  d him  to  the  Romanes , but  Hanniball  feeing  no.  manes  ofefcape  , toolp^ 
poy  ronjwhich  he  carried  about  him  ofpUrpofe  ina  ring,  and fb  made  away  him  felfe, 

Iugurth/»j^‘.r»ye  betakfg  him  felfe  to  theproteflion  ofBoccusking  of  Mauritania  hu  fonne  in  laW,  was  by  him  takgnand 
bound,  and dtliuered  to  Sylla,Vrfto  caried  him  fo  Maritis,  in  whofe  triumph  he  was  after  led  at  Bgme , and  fo'ceed  ( as  fome 
write)  to  leape  0^  an  high  arch,  or  as  other  will  hitue  itjlarn  ed  after  inprifon. 

Pompby  being  van<jiiifhed  by  Cacl ir,fled  to  Egiptto  P colomey , whofe  fat  her  had  bene  much  beholding  in  times  pafi  to 
Vompicy, but  he  ftr/eare  of  Cxfars  diffleafuremadebts  headto  becut  of, 

/n  Rpgcro  that  nptwithfandingallhis  othesandpromifes  to  marrie  Bradam.mt,  andhecome aChrifian,yetwith  a re- 
gard  ofWorldlj  reputation  ts  caried  away,  and  talgtb  fhippiig  into  Mjfrica  , may  be  allegorically  vnderftood,  how' our  fence 
and  vnd:rflanding,mt  bailing  the  helpe  of  grace  to  confirme  it,  is  carried  away  into  the  fea  of  errors,  andtojfed  with  wanes  of 
diuerfepaffons,and  in  the  end  fuff ers/hipwracke  as  here  Rogero  didffiough  after  deliiiered  by  prayer  and faith,as  tsjhewed 
inthenextbookp,  : • 

T he  great  perill  that  Br  andimart  was  in , leaping  off  the  wall  ofBiferta  into  the  towne , alludes  to  the  like  fall  of  Alex- 
ander, who  was  in  the  lil^e  perill  at  the  Citie  ofOffdracus  in  India-,  where  alfo  (as  luftin  teflifieth  ) he  receauedavery  dan- 
gerous wound. 

The  end  of  the  Annotations  vpon  die  xl.  Booke. 
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Similt. 


, Similt. 

Thu  Uarui  was 
not  iht  (imnevf 
DtiLtiics,  but  u( 
TScicchu. 


Simile. 


Horaei/aiih, 
Fortes  crtantur 
fortihui.Ffl  in 
lutun(u,e[ltne. 
^uu  fitrS  virtiu 
&c. 

That  virtue  it 
c/emencie  and 
gratefttbie^e. 


S4^ 


THE  ARGVMENT. 
'DHdonhispnJhersto  Rogerogines, 
who  in  a tempefi  all  were  drowned  ejuitey 
Onlj/%ogeroJcafes.theJiornie,andli!i€Sy 
And  then  is  Chriflend,  and  heleettes  aright. 
Neare  LippaduJdj fieepe  and  cr  aggie  clyues^ 
Sixe  valiant  knights,  a conih  'at  fierce  do  fight, 
Sohryne  is  hart,  the  Alart^ueffe  I ante  on  ground. 
Good  Brandimart  receaties  a deadly  wound. 


Hat  odor  fwcct,whcnvith 
an  amorous  youth 
Of  cither  fexcj  their  gar- 
ments do  perfume. 

Or  head  or  beard  , when 
(full  oflouing  ruth) 

In  flambes  of  fitc 
they  do  jconfumc; 

Wc  fay  tbafpdor  perfeft 
was  in  trutJi, 

And  ofhis  goodneffe  we  do  mujch  prefume. 

If  fo  a good  while  after  it  be  fclr, 

And  that  the  fAfeetnclfe  tberof  ftill  be  Cnelt. 
z 

That  pleafanfluVcc  that /f4r«<vnvyifc, 

Did  cairfe  lus  m'eii  (tohis  greatharme)  to  taft. 
And  did  the^^ulstoltahcentifei’ 

WlWe  they  committed  lb  ^at  fpoilc  and  waft. 
Was  doubticfie  j>eifcft  goM,and  ofigreat,price^. 
If  1^  at  tw'elue  months'cnd'it  plcafant  Jaft. 

Tli'e  tree  that  doxb  His  Icaues  ui  winter  nourilh, 
Witliout  all  gu'eftion  did  in  ibmmcr  flouriflj. 

• 3 - .'i' 

The  bountie  that  fo  manic  hundred^eai  c,  ‘- 
InyourmoftPrinccly  rtockedidcucrlhinc,  - -- 
Is  to  the  world  an  open  proofc  and  clearc*. 

That  he  ,from  whom  was  firft  deriu’d  your  line. 
Was  fttre  a greatj  and  vvorthie  minded  Peare, 
Fraught  with  that  noble  vertue  and  dcuinc, 
which  chiefly  makes  a man  fo  rare  and  od. 

As  in  that  one,thcy  moft  rcfcmble  God. 

4 

I fhewd  you  in  the  booke  that  went  before. 

How  good  -'C'S*’*?  WoJse  great  care  and  heed, 


That  as  in  other  afts  he  fhewd  great  ftorc 
Ofvertuesjthat  all  other  men  exceede. 

So  in  this  fight  he  fhewd  as  much  or  more. 

Then  he  had  done  in  anie  other  deed: 
Thirfting,with  mind  ambitious  to  all  good, 

Firft  after  gloric,neuer  after  blood. 

Dudort  difccind  (for  well  difeerne  he  might) 

How  that  Kogero  him  tohui  tforbarc. 

How  though  he  had  great  vantage  in  the  fight. 
Yet  that  to  vfc  the  fame  he  ftiUdidfparc; 

: Wherfore  though  he  were  oucrmatcht  in  might. 
Yet  therwithallhe  fhewd  this  (peciall  care. 

That  though  were  in  force  fuperiour, 
Tiimfelfe  in  courtlic  would  not  be  inferiour. 

Perdie  Srrlct'^aichhe)  our  combat  ceafe, 
YourVoiitthgliath  alrcadie  cenquerd  me, 

I cannot  vyyinc,and  thcrforc  fcckc Ipeaccj 
And  I (faitli  iothcr)  will  to  peace  agree; 

Only  ! craue  this  grace,  that  you  releafc 

- Thofefeau'njwhom  Handing  there  in  bonds  I fee, 
Thofe  were  ^e  kiags,wh6  late  hear  Aflirick  fhore 
Di/dorthad  t^c  a day  or  two  before; 

7 

T>udon  at  his  reijiieft  gauc  them  remiftiony 

But  car  they  went, he  made  them  firft  to  fwcarc, 
That  neither  they,nor  none  by  their  permiffion, 
Gainft  anie  Chriften  ftatc,  fhould  armor  bearcj 
Alfohe  gaue  them  leaue  on  like  condition. 

To  take  the  choifeft  veffell  that  was  thearcj 
Who  no  conuenient  feafon  oucrflipping, 

For  Affrica  immcdiatly  tookc  fhipping. 

Thus 
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8 

Thus  had  thofc  kings  chcir  ranfomes  all  remitted. 
And  with  Romero  ftiipt  them  felues  that  day, 

Then  to  the faithlefle  winds  thefclues  committed, 
They  weigh  their  ankersjOnd  their  failes  difplay, 

A friendly  gale  at  firft  their  iourney  fitted. 

And  bare  them  from  the  fliore  fuUfarrc  away: 

But  afterward  within  a litle  feafon. 

The  wind  difcoucrd his  dcccipt  and  treafon. 

9 

^diferiptitH  <f  Firft  from  the  poop,  it  chaiinged  to  the  fide, 
mumptfi.  Then  to  the  prorc,  at  laft  it  wherled  round. 

Long  in  a place  it  ncuer  would  abide. 

Which  doth  the  Pilots  wit  and  skill  confound; 

The  furging  waues  fwell  ftill  in  higher  pride, 

white  flocke  did  more  and  more  abound* 
And  feeme  to  them  as  many  deaths  to  threaten. 
As  the  (hips  fides  with  diucrfe  waues  aic  beaten. 

10 

Nowin  their  face  the  wind,  ftraight  in  their  backe. 
And  forward  this,  and  backward  that  it  blowcs. 
Then  on  the  fide  it  makes  the  fhip  to  cracke. 
Among  the  Mariners  cenfufion  growes. 

The  Matter  doubts  mine  and  prefent  wracke, 

For  none  his  will,  nor  none  his  meaning  knowes, 
To  whittle,becken,  cricjit  nought  auailes, 
Somtime  to  ttrikc,  fomtime  to  turne  their  fades. 

II 

But  none  there  was  could  hcare, nor  fcc,nor  marke. 
Their  cares  fo  ftopt,fo  dazcld  were  their  cys. 
With  weather  fo  temp eftuous  andfo  darke. 

And  black  tliick  clouds,that  with  the  ftorm  did  rife 
Fro  whccc  fomtime  great  ghattly  flames  did  fpark 
And  rhunder  claps, that  feemd  to  rent  the  skies: 
Which  made  them  in  a manner  deafFe  and  blind. 
That  no  man  vnderttood  the  Matters  mind . 

iz 

Nor  lefle,  nor  much  leflefcai full  is  the  found. 

The  cmell  tempeft  in  the  tackle  makes, 

Y et  each  one  for  him  felfe  fome  bulheffe  found. 
And  to  fome  fpeciall  office  him  betakes; 

One  this  vntide,  another  that  fatt  bound. 

He  the  Main  bowlmg,now  reftraines,now  flakes: 
Some  take  an  oarc,fome  at  the  pumpc  take  paine, 
And  powrc  the  fea  into  the  fca  againe. 

13 

, Behold  a horrible  and  hideous  blaft, 

/erit  fUi^pjuit  That  Baretu  from  his  frozen  lips  doth  fend, 
ad  (ydera  taUit:  Doth  backward  force  the  faile  againft  die  matt, 

Tranimw  And  makes  the  waues  vnto  the  skies  afeend: 

Then  brake  their  oares  and  rudder  eke  at  latt. 
Nothing  was  left  from  tempeft  to  defend. 

So  that  the  Giip  was  fwayd  now  quite  afide. 

And  to  the  waueslayd  ope  her  naked  fide. 

Then  all  afide  the  ftaggring  fnip  did  reele. 

For  one  fide  quite  beneath  the  water  lay. 

And  on  die  tother  fide  the  vcrickcele, 

Abouc  the  water  plaine  difccrncyou  may. 

The  thought  they  all  hope  paft,&  down  they  kneel 
And  vnto  God  to  cake  their  foules  they  pray, 
Worfe  dnager  grew  then  this, when  this  was  paft, 
By  meanes  the  ttiip  gan  after  Icake  lb  fatt. 


If 

Tlicwind,thcwaucs,to  them  no  rclpitegnue, 

But  rcaJic  cu’rie  houreto  ouerthrow  them. 

Oft  they  were  hoift  fo  high  vpon  the  wane. 

They  thought  the  middle  region  was  below  them; 

Oft  timesfolow  the  fame  their  veflclldraue,  ^ Pentad 

As  though  that  Caron  there  his  boat  wold  ffiow  the  'Prafemem^ut' 
Scan  t had  they  time  or  powre  to  fetch  their  breth  Wis  tnttmant 
All  things  did  threaten  them  fo  prefent  death.  omnumorum. 

16 

Thus  all  that  night  they  could  haucnorcleafe. 

But  when  the  morning  fomewhat  nearer  drew, 

And  that  by  courfc,thc  furious  wind  ffiould  ceafe, 

(A  ftraunge  milhap)  the  wind  then  fiercer  grew. 

And  while  their  troubles  more  and  more  increafe. 

Behold  a rocke  ftood  plainly  in  their  vew. 

And  right  vpon  the  fame  the  fpitefull blaft, 

Bal  e them  perforce,  which  made  them  all  agaft. 

' 17 

Yet  did  the  Mafterby  all  meanes  aflay, 

To  ftearc  out  roomer,  or  to  keepc  aloofe. 

Or  at  the  Icaft  to  ftrikc  failes  if  they  may. 

As  in  fuch  daungcr  was  for  their  behoofe; 

But  now  the  wind  did  bearc  fo  great  a fway. 

His  enterprifes  had  but  litle  proofc: 

At  laft  with  ftriuing,  yard  and  all  w'as  tome. 

And  part  therofinto  the  fea  was  borne. 

18 

Tlien  each  man  faw  all  hope  of  faftie  paft. 

No  meanes  there  was  the  vcfl'el!  to  dirett. 

No  helpe  there  was, but  all  away  are  caft, 

Wherfore  their  common  faftie  they  neglett. 

But  out  they  get  the  ihip-  boat,  and  in  haft. 

Each  man  therein  his  life  ftriues  to  protett. 

Of  King,  nor  Prince  no  man  takes  heed  or  notci 
But  well  was  he  could  get  him  in  the  bote. 

I5> 

Among  the  reft,l^o5fro  doth  fuppofe 
Thefafeft  way  to  be,to  leauc  the  ftiip. 

And  being  in  his  dublet  and  his  hofe. 

He  nimbly  downe  into  the  boat  did  skip, 

But  after  him  fo  great  a number  goes. 

Before  they  could  the  rope  vnwynd  or  flip. 

The  boat  at  length  did  finke  with  ouerlading, 

And  to  the  bottome  carry’d  all  her  lading. 

20 

Twas  lamentable  then  tohearc  the  cries. 

Of  companies  of  cu’rie  fort  confufed, 

In  vaine  to  heau’n  they  lift  their  hands  and  eyes. 

Making  late  vowes,  as  in  fuch  cafe  is  vfed , 

For  ouer  them  the  wrathfiill  fea  doth  rife. 

As  though  to  giue  them  care  it  had  refufed. 

And  made  the  hold  their  peace  by  hard  c&ftraint , 

Stopping  the  paflage  whence  cam;  out  the  plaint. 

21 

Some  fwamme  a while,  fome  to  the  bottome  fankc. 

Some  flote  vpon  the  waue,  though  being  ded, 

Rpgero  for  the  matter  ncuer  fhranke. 

But  ftill  aboue  the  water  keeps  his  hed. 

And  not  farre  ofFhe fees  that  rockie  bank;. 

From  which  in  vaine  he  and  his  fellowcs  fled; 

Thither  he  laboureth  to  get  witli  fwimming. 

Hoping  to  get  vpon  the  fame  by  climing. 


Ther  that  hau» 
keeniittthtfea 
doe  vndirllani 
tht/ipbrafii. 
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Heturnesto'Ra- 
gtroagaint  in 
the^rj-llafeof 

thubool{e. 


Orlando, 


,4Uthuhathre‘ 
firenct  to  Tioiar 
dot  ioel^e. 


It 

With  Icgges  andjarmes  he  doth  him  fo  bchauc, 
Thatlbll  he  kept  vppon  the  floods  aloft. 

He  blowes  out  trom  his  face  the  boiftrous  wauc. 
That  readie  was  to  ouctwhelme  him  oft. 

This  while  the  wind  aloofe  the  vcflell  draue, 

W allow'ing  away  with  pafe  but  flow  and  foft. 
From  thofejthat  while  they  thought  their  death  to 
Didcperadiicture  er  their  glafle  was  run.  (fliun, 

O hopes  of  men  vneertaine,  vaine  and  frailc. 

The  fhip  that  all  forfooke ^as  quite  forlorne. 
When  all  her  wonted  guides  and  helps  did  fade. 
Her  fay  lets  drownd,  and  all  her  tackle  tome, 

Held  a fafe  courfe,  with  broken  maft  and'f  jyle. 
And  by  an  Eddie  from  the  rocke  was  borne, 

And  eu’n  as  if  the  ftornie  had  chaiingd  his  mind, 
W ent  with  a metric  gale  afore  the  wind. 

24 

And  where  with  mariners  it  went  awry. 

Now  wanting  them,  it  went  to  Affricke  right. 
And  came  on  land  vnto  Biferta  ny. 

And  gently  on  the  fands  it  did  alljghc. 

What  time  Orlando  then  was  walking  by. 
Conferring  with  his  fellowes  of  their  fight. 

The  which  was  vndertaken  by  them  three, 
Againft  three  Princes  of  no  meanc  degree. 

Aodfor  they  faw  thefliip  wasfafl:  on  ground, 

They  tooke  a boate , and  went  on  her  aboord. 
Minding  to  queftion  whither  (he  was  bound. 

Or  what  good  marchandife  flie  can  affoord, 
Butvnder  hatches  lading  none  they  foundj 
only  F^ogeros  armour,  horfe,and  fword. 

Which  he  behind  him  left,  when  in  bad  taking. 

He  tooke  the  boat,  the  lliip  it  felfe  forfaking. 

Orlando  vewd  them  well  with  good  regard. 

And  hailing  chiefly  markt  the  noble  blade, 

He  knew  it  was  that  famous  Balifard, 

With  which  he  did  fome  yeares  before  inuadc, 
Fallaritti  garden,  fpite  of  all  her  guard. 

Who  by  ftrong  charmcs,the  fword  & garden  made 
It  may  be  you  cr  this  haue  heard  the  tale. 

And  how  this  fword  from  him  Brunello  ftale. 


2? 

And  fith  him  felfe  for  armour  did  not  care. 

And  neucr  did  the  dint  of  weapon  feare. 

He  doth  that  armour  to  his  cofin  fpare, 

Butnot  the  (word, for  that  him  felfe  doth  wcarc: 
The  horfe,that  was  of  fliape  and  goodnclTe  rare. 
Had  Brandimart,  and  thus  deuided  were. 

Among  thefe  three,  in  guerdon  of  tlicirpaincs. 
An  equal!  lhare,  and  portion  in  the  gaines. 

30 

Now  each  prepard  againft  the  day  of  fight, 

Braue  furniture,  with  coft  of manie  a crownc: 
Orlando  on  his  quarter, bare  in  fight. 

High  Babels  towre  with  lightning  ftriken  downe. 
His  cofin  had  a Lyme  hound  argent  bright. 

His  Lyme  layd  on  his  backe,hc  couching  downe. 
The  word  or  Mot  was  this,  yniill  he  commtth. 

The  reft  was  rich,andfuchashimbecommcth. 
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But  Brandimart,  who  as  I erft  made  mention. 

Heard  of  his  fathers  death,  went  all  in  blacker 
Of  brauerics  he  now  had  no  intention. 

Left  men  might  thinke,he  did  diferetion  lackc. 
He  car’d  for  no  deuife,  nor  new  inu  ention. 

Nor  warehefumptuous  clothing  on  his  backe. 

Only  he  had  a border  richly  fet 

With  ftones,  but  darkned  ouer  with  a net. 
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A net  that  Fiordeliege  his  deareft  Qu  eene. 

With  her  owne  hands  againft  that  day  did  make. 
But  ne  idler  then,  nor  all  the  time  betweene. 
That  firft  ftie  vndertooke  that  for  his  fake. 

Till  ftie  had  done  it,  was  flie  euer  feenc 
To  lau  gh,  or  fm lie,  or  an i e ioy  to  take: 

Her  heart  ftillheauie  was,her  locke  ftill  fad. 

And  yet  her  felfe  did  know  no  caufe  ihe  had. 

But  ftill  in  feare,  and  ftill  in  doubt  flic  is. 

Her  fpoufe  by  death,  fliall  now  fro  her  be  funderd; 
Oft  times  her  felfe-hath  feene  him  be,  er  this. 

In  greater  fights,  an  hunderd  and  an  hunderd, 
Andyet  her  heart  neuer  fo  gaue  amifle, 
Wherfore  at  her  owne  feare  flie  greatly  wonderd: 
And  cu’n  that  reafon  made  her  feare  the  more, 
Becaufe  ftie  was  not  vfd  to  feare  before. 


Loo!{eintbt 

,aUufion, 


Fiordeliegt, 
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And  after  to  the  good  B^gero  gaue  it. 

Who  late  had  left  it  in  this  wofuU  wracke, 

Glad  was  Orlando  now  againc  to  haue  it. 

That  oft  had  triall  both  of  edge  and  backe*, 
Hcdecmd  that  God,  did  eu’nof  purpofefaucit, 
Now  to  fupply  therwith  his  prefent  lacker 
And  after  oft  he  fliyd,and  thought  indeed. 

That  God  d id  fend  it  him  at  fo  great  need. 
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At  fo  great  need,  when  as  he  was  to  fight, 

Againft  Gradaffo  king  ofS  ericanc, 
Whohad,befide  his  great  and  pafling might, 
Benaldos  horfc,  and  fearfull  Durindane. 

Bogeros  armour  though  it  looked  bright. 

Yet  was  it  not  as  thing fb precious  tanc, 
Asbeingprifd  more  for  the  fumptuous  fliow. 
Then  for  the  goodnefl'e,  which  they  did  not  know. 
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Now  when  each  thing  in  order  fit  was  let. 

The  chapios  three  were  fliipped  with  their  horfes: 
Vnto  y^Jiolfo  and  to  Smfonet, 

The  charge  was  left  of  all  thofe  Chriften  forces, 
But  dolcfull  Fiordeliege,  although  as  yet 
To  hide  her  forow,  ftie  her  felfe  inforces; 

Yet  when  the  wind  away  the  veffellbeares, 
Sheburfteth  out  to  open  cries  and  teares. 

3?  , 

Sanfonet  and  ^flolfo  tooke  much  paine. 

To  bring  her  to  her  chamber  from  the  (bore, 
Who  lying  on  her  bed,  flie  ftill  doth  plaine. 

That  (he  hath  loft  her  fpoufe  for  eucrmorej 
To  feeke  to  comfort  her  it  was  in  vaine. 

For  talking  made  her  feare  increafe  the  more, 
But  now  the  worthie  champions  in  this  while,* 
Were  fafe  arriu’d  at  Lippadufa  He. 
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Brandimartt 
^etcb  It  ^gr*' 
t/tAttt. 
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No  fooncr  fct  they  foot  v^on  the  land. 

But  (on  the  Eafterne  hde)  they  pitchc  a tent, 
•Whether  becaufe  thatpart  was  nearefthand, 
Whether  vpon  fome  politicke  intent: 

On  tothcr  fide,  with  fuch  an  equall  band, 

Came  ^Igramam:  but  fith  this  day  was  fpent. 

They  all  agreed  all  fight  to  be  forborne, 

VntiU  the  vene  next  enfiung  morne. 
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A watch  was  charged  then  on-cither  part. 

That  neither  fide  die  tothcr  may  deccaue. 

But  ear  ityet  was  daike,king  Brandimart, 

(Though  not  without  Orlandos  Ijieciall  Icaue) 

Doth  meane  a wondrous  fauor  to  impart 
To  ^^ramant,}( he  the  fame  receaue: 

For  V.  hy  the  tone  the  tothcr  oft  had  feenc 
As  fiends,  and  had  in  France  together  beene, 
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After  their  ioyning  hands,  and  falutation. 

The  noble  minded  Brandimart  begun 
To  vfc  vnto  the  Turke  an  exhortation. 

That  with  Orlando  he  the  combat  (hun: 

Affirming  vnto  him  with  proteftation. 

Would  he  beleeuebut  in  the  Virgins  fonne, 

That  he  both  prefent  peace  wold  then  alTure  him. 
And  all  his  Realmcs  in  Affi:icke,fafe  procure  him. 
39 

Becaufe  you  are,  and  haue  bene  deare  to  me, 
Therfore  (he  faith)  this  counfell  you  I geeue, 

And  fith  I follow  it  my  felfe  you  fee, 

Therby  you  may  be  fiirel  it  beleeusj  , 

Chrift  is  my  God,  a God  indeed  is  he; 

Mawmet  an  Idoll  is,  that  doth  not  line: 

Wherfore  deare  Sir,  I do  defire  to  moue 
From  errors  foule, yourfelfe  and  all  1 louc. 
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This  is  indeed  the  way  of  truth  and  life. 

All  other  wayes  but  this,  do  leade  aftray; 

Why  ffiould  you  liue  in  error  and  in  ftrife. 

When  in  true  peace, and  knowledge  liueyou  may? 
Troubles  and  cares  this  world  hath  euer  rife, 
Andifyour  prefent  Rate  you  would  but  way. 

You  plainly  may  perceaueyour  venter  fuch. 

As  to  win  litle,  you  do  hazard  much. 
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Orlando  ftmt  of  What  ifyou  could  the  fonne  of  Milo  kill? 

Milu.  Or  vs  that  come  with  him  to  win,or  die? 

Thinke  you  that  then  you  ffiall  haue  all  you  will? 
Thinke  you  your  Rate  you  can  rcRore  therby? 

No  fure,  the  RatcofcW/ei  is  not  fo  ill. 

But  that  he  quickly  can  our  lacke  fupply; 
Wherfore  deare  Sir,  vnto  my  counfell  liRen, 

All  would  be  well, if  you  would  be  a Chriflen. 
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Thus  much  faid  Brandsmart^  and  morebefide 
He  would  haue  fayd,  to  peace  him  to  exhort, 
Sauc  that  with  fcornfull  fpeech,and  full  of  pride, 
Mgramant  in  this  wife, did  cut  him  fbort: 
Madnefle  and  follietis(thushe  replide) 
lnyou,or3nieman  thatin  fuchfort, 
acct^l  Will  counfell  and  aduife  men  what  to  do, 

quam  voterif.  Being  not  calld  of  counfell  thereunto. 


And  where  you  fay,  to  this  lone  mou’d  you  chiefe. 
That  you  haue  borne,  and  Rill  dobeare  tome. 
Herein  you  pardon  muR  my  hard  beliefc. 

While  in  Orlandos  companie  you  be; 

I rather  thinke  dilpaire,  and  fpitc,  and  griefe. 

Hath  mou’d  you  hereunto,  becaufe  you  fee. 

Your  foule  is  damned  to  eternall  fire. 

To  draw  vs  thither  with  you,youdcfire. 
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What  viftoriesjor  elfe  what  ouerthrowes, 

I ffiall  hereafter  haue,  God  only  knoweth. 

Not  you  nor  1,  nor  yet  Orlando  Imowes, 

God  only  where  he  liR,  the  fame  beRoweth: 

But  as  for  me, no  feare  nor  fooliffi  ffiowes. 

Shall  daunt  my  courage,  how  fb  car  it  goeth, 

D ic  firR  I will  with  torment  and  with  paine. 

Rather  then  I willyeeldjaiy  Rocke  to  Raine. 

Now  when  you  liR,  depart  from  hence  you  may. 

As  litle  thankt,  as  flenderly  rewarded. 

And  ifto  morowyou  the  Champion  play 
No  better,  nor  no  more  to  be  regarded. 

Then  you  haue  playd  the  Orator  to  day, 

Orlando  fure  will  be  but  weakely  guarded; 

Thefe  his  laR  words, in  manner  fuch  he  fayd. 

As  that  therby  much  choUer  he  bewrayd. 
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Thus  parted  they,  and  refled  all  that  night. 

But  readie  they  were  all  by  breake  of  day, 

Armd  at  all  peeces,  readie  for  the  fight. 

Small  fpcech  was  vfd , riolingring,norno  flay. 
They  couch  their  fpeares,  & run  vv  all  their  might: 
But  while  I tell  you  of  this  bloodic  fray, 

I doubt  I do  vnto  B^gero  wrong. 

To  leaue  him  fwimming  in  the  fca  folong.  , 
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The  gallant  youth  had  labourd  manic  an  howre 
To  fwim,  and  faue  him  felfe  from  being  drownd, 
Thefurging  waue  Rill  threats  him  todeuowre. 
But  guiltie  confcience  more  doth  him  confound; 
He  thinks  that  God  will  ofhis  mightie  powre, 

Sith  he  forflowed  when  he  was  on  ground. 

To  be  baptifd  in  waters  freffi,and  fitter. 

To  fbwfe  him  now  in  waues  both  fait  and  bitter. 
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Now  he  remembers  he  had  plighted  troth. 

To  Bradtmant,  nor  done  as  he  had  fpoken. 

How  to  Btnaldo  he  had  made  an  oth. 

And  that  the  fame  by  him  was  foully  broken; 

MoR  earneflly  he  now  repents  them  both. 

And  calls  to  God  for  mercic,and  in  token 
Of  true  contrition,  voweth  out  of  hand. 

To  be  baptifd,  if  eare  he  come  to  land, 
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And  that  he  would  renownce  all  Turkiffi  lawes. 

Nor  gainR  a Chriflen  Prince  once  weapon  carric:. 
But  ferue  king  C/wr/ejj&ayd  the  Churches  caufe. 
And  from  the  fame  hereafter  not  to  varic, 

And  neuer  feeke  farther  delay  or  paufe. 

His  vertuous  fpoufc  Dame  Bradamant  to  marrie. 
(Twas  flrange  ) no  fooner  he  this  vow  had  ended. 
But  chat  his  Rregth  increaR,  & fwimming  meded. 

Gg  ij 
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And  where  before  he  greatly  was  affi  ayd. 

That  thofe  fame  furging  waters  him  would  drown. 
He  thinkech  now  they  do  his  fwimming  ayd: 

And  fometime  rifing,  fometime  going  downe. 

He  pafl'eth  on  with  courage  vndifmayd, 
Andfcarce  he  feemed  once  to  wet  his  crowne: 

So  that  with  cunning  partj  and  part  with  ftrengtli. 
He  reached  to  a Iicle  lie  at  length. 
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1 he  reft  of  all  his  companie  was  drownd, 

Nor  euer  was  one  man  of  them  feene  more. 

Only  by  Gods  great  grace,  ^gero  found 
Thislidelle,  and  clammerd  vp  the  Ihorc: 

But  finding  it  a fmall  and  barren  ground, 

A new fearc  rofcjno  lefle  then  thatbeforc. 

Left  in  a place  of  needfull  things  to  fcant. 

He  lliould  be  ftaru’d  with  penurie  and  want. 
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Butyetwith  conftantmind  andvnappalld, 

Refblu’d  to  fuffer  all  that  God  would  fend, 

Vp  the  fteep  rocke  with  much  a do  he  cralld. 

And  gat  vpon  the  leuell  ground  in  th’end; 

When  lo  an  aged  man,  whofe  head  was  balld. 

And  beard  below  his  girdle  did  defeend. 

Being  an  Hermit  that  did  there  inhabit, 
Cameforth  to  him  in  godly  reu’rcnt  habit. 

53  . , 

And  commingneare,  he  cride,  o SauU^  6 Sanity 
Why  perfecuteft  thou  my  people  fo? 

As  earft  ourSauiour  fpake  vnto  Saint  Tattle, 
Then, when  he  gauc  to  him  that  blefled  blow. 
Behold  how  God  when  pleafeth  him  can  call. 
From  fea,  from  land,  from  places  high  and  low. 
When  you  did  weene  him  famheft  he  was  nigheft. 
So  ftrong  an  armc,To  long  reach  hath  tlie  higheft. 

Thus  fpake  this  Hermit  fo  deuout  and  old, 

Who  by  an  Angell  in  his  fleepe  that  night. 

Of  good  I^ogeros  comming  was  foretold. 

And  ofallchaunccs  (hould  onhim  allight. 

With  all  his  valiant  aftions  manifold. 

That  he  had  done, and  fliould  performe  in  fight, 
And  of  his  death,  and  of  his  noble  race, 

Tliat  ftiould  fucceed  him  after  in  his  place. 
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Now  (as  I faid)  this  wife,  this  Hermit  fpoke, 

And  part  doth  comfort  him,  and  part  doth  check. 
He  blameth  him,  that  in  that  pleafant yoke, 

He  had  folong  deferd  to  put  his  necke. 

But  did  to  wrath  his  maker  ftiU  prouoke. 

And  did  not  come  at  his  firft  call  and  becke. 

But  flill  did  hide  him  felfe  away  fi  om  God, 

Vntill  he  faw  him  comming  with  his  rod. 

Then  did  he  comfort  him,  and  make  him  know. 

That  grace  is  neardenide  to  fuch  asaskei 
(As  do  the  workmen  of  the  Gofpell  Ihow, 
Receauingpay  alikefor  diuerfe  taske) 

Prouided  that  our  prayre  of  zeale  do  grow, 

And  feme  not  as  a vifer  or  a maske: 

This  did  the  man  of  God  I{ogero  tell, 

And  Co  from  thence  he  led  him  to  his  cell. 


The  cell  a chappel!  had  on  th’Eafternc  fide, 

Vpon  the  Wefter  fide  a gr-bue  or  berie, 

Foorth  of  the  which  he  did  his  food  prouide, 

Smal  cheat  God  wot,wherwith  to  make  folk  meric 
Y et  fprtie  ycare  he  had  that  lining  tride. 

And  yet  therof  it  feemd  he  was  not  wcrict 
But  eating  berries,  drinking  water  clearc, 

He  had  in  ftrength  & health  lin’d  fourfeore  y earc, 
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Now  had  the  man  of  God  kindled  Ibme  wood. 

And  on  his  boord  he  fet  a litle  frute. 

The  youth  to  drie  his  cloths,not  farre  of  ftood. 
For  why,  to  chaunge  he  hath  no  other  fu  tej 
Then  he  by  th’old  mans  teaching  vnderftood 
The  faith,  and  how  to  Chrift  he  muftimputc 
The  pardon  of  his  finnes;  yet  ncare  the  later. 

He  told  him  he  muft  be  baptifd  in  water. 
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Andfohe  was  the  next  enfuing  day. 

And  afterward  he  refted  in  that  place 
A while,  and  witli  the  man  ofGod  did  ftay, 
Refoluing  him  of  eti’rie  doubtfull  cafe; 

Sometime  of  hcau’n,  and  of  the  later  d ay. 
Sometime  of  earth,  and  of  his  noble  race. 

That  (hold  in  time  to  come,hold  mightic  Reames 
As  was  reueald  to  him  in  manie  dreames. 
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And  further  vnto  him  he  doth  repeatc, 

How  his  cliiefe  houfc  fliould  be  furnamed  Eftc, 
Becaufc  in  time  to  come  king  Charles  the  great, 
Shold  fay  to  them  in  Latin  words,  ft’ icePt, 

Which  is  as  much  to  fay,  be  here  the  fear. 

In  which  you  (hall  euer  hereafter  reft  yej 
And  manie  future  things  to  him  he  told. 

Which  were  to  long  for  me  now  to  vnfold. 
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Tliis  while  Orlando  and  king  Brandimatt, 

With  Marquefle  Oliitero,as  I told. 

Met  with  thofe  three  of  the  contraric  part. 

Young  ^gramante  and  Gradaffo  bold, 

With  good  Sohrinoy  who  for  valiant  hart, 

Giues  place  to  few  of  them,  though  being  oldj 
Each  Ipurres  his  horfejthat  ran  a wondrouspace, 
And  of  their  blowes  refounded  all  theplace. 
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In  this  fame  courre,each  playd  his  part  Co  well. 

That  vp  to  heau’n  flew  fliiuerd  eti’rie  launce;, 

The  hideous  noifedidcaufe  the  feas  to  fv/cll. 

And  feme  report,twas  heard  as  farre  as  Frauncej 
Gradaffo  and  Orlando  as  befell. 

Together  met,  were  it  by  choice  or  chaunce; 

The  match  feemd  eu’n  ,fauc  y their  horfes  differ, 
And  made  Gradaffo  feeme  to  runne  the  ftiffer. 

The  weaker  horfe  on  which  OrZWo  rode. 

Was  brufed  fo  with  this  fo  feat  full  fliocke, 

As  now  he  could  no  longer  beare  his  lode. 

But  finking  downe,lay  fencelefle  with  the  knockej 
Orlando  then  did  make  but  fmall  abode. 

Seeing  his  courferly  fo  like  a ftocke. 

And  that  with  neither  raines  nor  fpurs  he  fturd. 

He  left  his  faddle,and  drew  forth  has  fword. 

^gramant 


Tbthtapt/EJk 


Heiurnesagaim 
ta  'gogero  in  ih* 


Thtcumhuif 
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^grammt  met  the  MarqitefTe  hand  to  hand. 

But  cqu all  went  bctwecnc  them  nvothe  game, 

Sttrino  was  by  Brandimarteshind 

Caft  from  his  horfcjl  knownothow  it  came. 

But  at  that  time  it  could  not  well  be  fcand, 
Whether  the  horfe  or  horfeman  were  to  blame: 
But  whether  bcaft  or  rider  wanted  force, 
Certaine  Sobrino  downe  was  from  his  horfe. 

Brandinurt  neucr  offerd  once  to  tuch 
Stirmc,  when  he  faw  him  downe  in  vcw. 

But  to  Gradaffo  that  haa  done  as  much 
Vnto  Orlando,  in  grea  t haft  he  flew; 

^gramants  fight  and  Oliuers  was  ftich. 

As  which  lidc  had  the  vantage  no  man  knew. 

For  when  their  ftaues  were  Ihiuerd  all  and  rent, 

. Thei  r axes  then  they  vfd  incontinent. 
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Orlando  who  by  hap  a horfe  did  lackc. 

And  faw  Gradaffo  bent  another  way, 

Whom  Brandimart  did  hold  fo  hardly  tacke. 

That  he  enforced  him  therby  to  ftay; 

I fay  the  Palladine  then  looking  backe. 

Saw  old  Sobnno  ftanding  in  his  way. 

And  toward  him  he  go*th  with  looke  fo  fierce. 

As  though  his  cye,afwell  as  fword  could  pierce. 
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Sohrin  againft  the  force  offuch  a man. 

Sought  with  his  fureft  ward  him  felfc  to  faue, 
Smub,  And  as  a Pilot  doth  the  beft  he  can, 

To  ftiunne  the  furie  of  tlie  furging  waue, 

Eu’nfo  this  well  cxperienc’t  turke  began, 

Film  felfe  in  this  great  danger  to  behaue. 

With  fword  and  ihield  bis  beft  defence  he  made, 
Againft  the  fcartull  edge  of  that  fame  blade. 
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Which  blade, offuch  an  edge, in  fuch  an  arme. 

No  maruell  if  topierce  it  feldome  failc, 

Againft  the  which  in  vainc  was  anie  charme, 

For  though  his  ihield  was  ftceld,his  cote  ofmaile. 
Yet  qu  ite  through  Ihield  and  armour  it  did  harme 
To  faue  his  ihoulder  all  could  not  auaile. 

SoLrin  10  wound  Orlando  was  not  able. 

For  God  had  made  his  skinne  impenetrable. 
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The  valiant  Earle  redoubled  ftillhis  blow. 

Thinking  from  ihouldets  to  cut  of  his  head, 
Orlando  trot  al-  Hc,  that  the  force  of  Clarimont  did  know, 
lyrdroihc  houft  Gaue backward, Or  his  ground  ftiU  trauerfed, 

if  (larimm.  jjj  jj  jj  traucrfing  he  was  fo  flow. 

That  with  one  blow  he  layd  him  downe  for  dead. 
The  blow  fell  flailing,  but  with  force  fo  maine. 
As  ciuftit  his  helmet,  and  amazd  his  braine. 
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Downe  fell  Sobrino  backward  on  the  ground. 

From  whence  long  time  it  was  ear  hc  arofe, 
Orlando  thinks  that  he  was  fafe  and  found. 

And  that  he  was  ftarke  dead  he  doth  fuppofe: 
Whcrforc  fince  (ingle  foe  he  no  where  found, 
VmoWradaffo  prefently he  goes. 

To  whom  king  Brandimart  in  armes, and  horfe. 

In  fword,  inferiour  was,  perhaps  in  force. 


71 

Butyetthe  noble  m'mAcdBrandimart, 

Vpon  Bsgeroi  horfe  Frontino  mounted, 

Wuh  that  fame  Sarafin  fo  playd  his  part. 

As  if  his  forces  he  but  litle  counted: 

And  iure  Gradaffo  notinskJl,  nor  hart. 

But  in  his  fword  and  armour  himfurmounted:  , 

Enforcing  him  oft  times  to  Hand  aloofc, 

Bccaufe  his  armour  was  ofno  good  proofe. 

But  good  Frontinobare  away  the  bell. 

For  being  rcadie  to  the  riders  hand. 

It  feemd  where  euer  Durindana  fell, 

Frontmo  had  fuch  wit  to  vnderftand. 

That  euermorc  he  did  efcapeit  well; 

But  all  this  while  it  hardly  could  be  fcand. 

In  tothcr  twaine  on  which  fide  fortune  works,  1 

InO//«fro,or  thckingofFurks. 

Orlando  had  (as  late  before  I told,) 

Left  good  Sobnno  on  the  ground  for  ded, 

Wheifoi  e onfoot  he  goes  with  courage  bol<^ 

To  inccoar Brandimart  ifhc  ill  Ipedj 
But  in  the  way  by  hap  he  did  behold, 

Sobrmos  horfe  that  without  rider  fled, 

Orlando  ftraighr  mto  the  faddle  valted, 

Not  looking  if  hc  went  vpright  or  halted. 

74 

One  hand  his  fword,  the  tothcr  holds  his  raine. 

And  fo  hc  ridcth  to  Gradaff  o ward. 

Who  when  he  faw  him  come,  did  not  refrain^ 

But  to  encounter  wuh  him  ftraightprepard: 

To  fight  with  one  of  thcm,or  clfc  with  twaine. 

It  feemd  he  litlc  reckoned  nor  car’dj 
Fie  minds,  and  hopeth  to  eftefr  itfoone. 

To  make  tliem  both  to  tbmkc  it  night  car  noone, 

75 

Yet  for  a whilcking  Brandimart  he  leaucs. 

And  turneshim  to  tlie  Earle,  and  with  athruft 
Whereas  his  armour  weakeft  he  pcrceaucs. 

There  doth  the  fierce  Gradaffo  hit  him  luft. 

And  enterd,  but  his  cunninghim  dcccaues, 

Orlandos skinneuer  be  pierced  muft. 

But  when  with  Balifard  Orlando  ftrake. 

His  helmet, coace  ofmaile,  and  Ihield  he  brake, 

^6 

So  that  both  in  his  face,  hisbreaft,  and  fide. 

He  wounded  fore  the  king  of  Sericane, 

Whomaruels  much  what  ftrarge  chance  did  bc- 
For  neuer  erft  fuch  fore  hurt  he  had  tanc:  (tide. 

He  thought  there  could  not  be  a blade  befide 
To  pierce  his  coate,  he  hauing  Dun  idane; 

And  furc  that  blow  had  him  dilpatched  clearly. 

If  it  had  had  more  ftrength,orcome  morenearly. 

77 

Hc  fees  that  now  he  muft  take  better  heed. 

And  not  truft  armour,  but  a iiirerward. 

To  feeke  to  faue  him  felfe  he  now  hath  need. 

And  looke  vnto  his  limbs  with  more  regard: 

Now  while  twixt  them  the  fiofit  did  thus  proceed, 

Srandimart  faw  he  might  a while  be  fpard, 

Whcrforc  to  breath  him  felfe, he  then  retired, 

Rcadic  to  ayd  each  part,if  caufc  required^ 

Gg  iij 
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Now  had  JoWw  long  laine  in  a traunce. 

With  y fame  brulc,&  with  that  bloody  woud 
Giu’n  him  by  that  great  Palladine  ot  Fraunce, 
That  at  two  blowes  had  layd  him  on  the  groundi 
With  much  a do, he  doth  him  felfe  aduaunce,  _ 

And  Handing  on  his  feetjand  looking  roundj 
He  thought  his  Maftcr  was  in  wcakeft  cafe, 

And  to  his  ayd  he  moues  his  filent  pace. 

79 

At  Oiwerwbackehe  comes  vnfpide, 
who  foie  on  ji^amant  did  fixe  his  eyes. 

And  that  fame  horfe  that  Ohuer  did  ride. 

He  bought  behind  in  fuch  delpightfiill  wife. 

That  wanting  ftrength,he  fell  downc  on  his  fide, 
And  was  not  able  any  more'to  rife; 

And  which  was  worfe  tlienhis  vnlookt  for  fall, 

His  foot  hung  in  the  ftirop  therwithalL 

80 

Sobrino  doubled  then  his  blowes  againe, 

Thinkingfrom  flioulders  offhis  head  to  pare, 

But  the  pure  ftcele  made  that  attemptbut  vainc. 
That  ydean  temperd  erft,and Heclor  ware: 
Brandimart  at  Sobrino  imnnes  amaine. 

When  of  his  doings  he  was  well  aware, 
Andouerthrew  him  quite,  and  Hourly  fmotc  him 
But  th'old  fierce  man , foone  on  his  fcetc  vp  got, 

8r  (lum. 

And  once  againe  at  OUner  he  flics, 

And  once  againe  he  thiiikethhimto  kill. 

Or  at  the  leaHjCaufe  him  he  fliall  nor  rife; 

But  he  that  had  his  better  arme  at  will, 

Layd  with  his  fword  abouthim  in  fuch  wife. 

As  that  he  kept  him  felfe  from  fiirther  ill* 

And  made  his  foe,  that  was  of  no  great  Hrengch, 
Stand  diHant  from  him,almoH  twife  his  length. 

82 

The  Marquefle  hopes  ere  long  to  eafe  this  paine. 

If  he  can  caufeiWwo  Hand  aloofe. 

Who  bled  fo  faH^  as  now  from  fight  t’abHainc 
Hethoughtit  would  be  beHforhisbehoofe; 

Now  OliKtro  all  his  force  doth  Hrainc, 

And  to  get  loofe  he  maketh  manie  a proofc. 

But  Hill  his  foot  was  faH  to  his  great  hurt. 

And  Hill  the  horfe  lay  tumbling  in  the  durt. 

This  while  king  Brandimart  doth  go  to  find 
T raianos  fonne,  and  now  he  hath  him  found, 
Frontyn  is  now  before,  and  Hraight  behind. 

That  good  Frontino  that  can  turne  fo  round. 
Brandimarts  horfe  was  fure  and  of  good  kind. 

The  Sotherne  kings  was  readie,Hrong,and  found: 
He  had  that  famous  courfer  Brigliadore, 

The  which  Bpgero  gaue  him  late  before. 

84 

Butfiire  theTurke  great ods  in  armour  had. 

For  he  had  one  of  proofe,  well  tride,and  fure. 
And  Brandimartes  was  indeed  but  bad. 

Such  as  he  could  in  warning  Hiort  procure, 
Wherfore  tochaungeit  now  he  would  be  glad, 
And  that  he  Hiall,his  heart  doth  him  afl'ure: 

So  that  he  waxed  Houter  Hill  and  bolder, 

Y ci-yi^ramant  had  hurt  him  in  the  flioulder. 


8J 

Further  Oradaffo  late  had  in  his  thyc, 

Giu’n  him  a blow, not  to  be  tane  infport. 

Yet  the  braue  knight  did  fb  the  fight  apply. 

And  layd  onloade  in  fo  couragious  fort. 

As  that  he  wounded  his  left  arme  therby. 

And  pricked  his  right  hand  (tlnis  they  report) 
But  all  this  was  but  May  game  and  delight, 

Vnto  Gradajjos  and  Orlandtfs  fight. 
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Gradaffo  hath  Orlando  halfedifarmd. 

And  made  him  with  one  blow  his  fliicld  forfakc. 
He  could  not  wound  him,  for  hisskin  was  charmd 
But  yet  his  hcadpeecc  on  both  fidts  he  brake: 

But  himOiV,j/i:/o hath  in  wotfc  fortharmd, 

For  befide  that  of  which  before  I fpakc. 

He  hath  drawne  blood  cfhim  in  manie  a place. 
Namely  mbreaHjin  tiiroate,and  in  his  face. 

87 

Gradaffo  fees  him  felfe  with  blood  befmeard. 

And  fmarting  paine  in  many  places  found, 

And  fees  that  Earle  like  one  that  nothing  f card; 
Stand  whole,and  quite  vnwounded  fafe  and  found 
Wherfore  with  both  his  handshis  fword  he  rcard, 
With  mind  to  cleauchim,rather  then  to  wound. 
And  cuen  as  he  defir’d,  with  all  his  Hrength, 

He  Hrakc  Irim  on  his  headjat  halfe  fword  length. 

88 

And  fure  had  clou’n  him  to  the  faddlc  bow. 

Had  it  another  then  Orlando  beenc. 

But  now  as  if  it  had  falne  flatling  thoe. 

The  blade  rebounded  from  him  bright  and  clcene. 
But  the  good  Earle  was  daz’d  fo  with  the  bloc, 

I thinke  fomc  Harrs  on  ground  by  him  were  fecne: 
He  loH  his  bridle,  and  his  fword  had  miH, 

Sane  that  a chainc  did  bind  it  to  his  wriH. 

89 

The  horfe  on  which  the  good  Orlando  rode. 

Was  cake  fo  feared  with  the  fearful!  found. 

As  there  hedurH  no  longer  make  abode. 

But  on  the  fands  at  randall  runneth  round. 
Bearing  Orlando  as  a fencelcfle lode. 

That  with  the  paine  Hill  Hood  as  in  a found. 

And  had  Gradaffo  litle  harder  fpurred. 

He  might  haue  tane  that  Earle  ear  he  had  Hurred. 

90 

But  as  he  rode,  he  faw  king  ^gramant^ 

Vnto  extreamcH  point  of  daunger  brought. 

For  why  the  valiant  fonne  of  Monodant, 
Hadloofdhis  beauer,  and  fuch  hold  had  caught 
Vpon  his  gorget,  that  but  fmall  did  want, 

Eu’n  with  one  Hab  his  laH  end  to  haue  wrought: 
Further  the  noble  minned  ChriHen  Prince, 
Hadwonne  his  fword  from  him  a good  while  fince 

Gradaffo  doth  no  more  that  Earle  purfew, 

But  maketh  haH  king  yfgramant  to  ayd. 

And  vnto  Brandimart  that  nothing  knew. 

Nor  of  no  fuch  misfortune  was  affrayd. 

He  comes  behynd  his  backc, quite  out  of  vew. 
And  both  his  hands  at  oncc,on  fword  he  ik’d. 

And  in  that  fort, he  HrakeVith  all  his  might. 

Full  on  the  helmet  of  the  noble  knight. 
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Fachcr  of  Iicau’n  graunt  now  a rcfting  place 
InFaradicCjfoi  tills  thy  Martyrs  fpirit, 

That  hailing  ninnc  all  his  tempeftuous  race, 
He  may  widi  thee  an  harbour  fafe  inherit. 
Ah  Durindanjhadft  thou  P)  litle  grace, 
Soilltotjuitc  thy  noblcft  Mafters  merit, 
That  in  his  fight  thou  coiildft  of  life  depriue, 
His  beft  and  kindcft  fren J he  had  aliuc  ? 

95 

The  fivord  did  pierce  a double  plate  offteele, 
That  litle  lefl'c  was  then  two  fingers  thickc. 
Good  Brandtmart  gan  with  the  blow  to  reele, 
It  pierced  had  fo  deepe  vnto  the  quicke. 


His  braines  all  cut  therwith  he  plainc  did  fcelc. 
And  downc  h c fell  like  one  moft  deadly  ficke-, 

A ftreame  of  blood  out  of  the  grieuous  wound, 
Ranforthjaqd  dydewith  crimfcnallthe  ground. 

94 

By  this  Ovlundo  waked,  and  behild 

His  Brandimart  that  lay  now  a la  mort ; 

He  fees  the  Sericanc  that  him  had  kild. 

This  angerd  him,  and  grieu’d  him  in  fiich  fort, 
Twashard  tb  fay  which  more  his  ftomackc  filld, 
His  wrath  or  gricfcjbut  time  to  mourne  was  fliorr, 
That  gricfe'gaue  p!acc,&  wrath  bare  chiefeft  fway. 
But  now  I thinke  it  beft  awhile  to  ftay. 


1 n th'it  booke  may  be  acted  the  notable fondneffe  oftlhfe  men , that  in  auoiding  of  the  lejfe  dauttner^  fall  into  the^eaier  , at 
they  did  thitforfeoky  thejljip,andleaft into  the  b:at,i>phere  they  were  all  cafi away yandthe/l^ipit  felfefaued.  In  that  Rcgcro 
in  bit  extremilie  ofdaun^er,  feeleth  a rcmorfeofconjcienceytnd Jlraighi  hath  recourfe  to  Cod , by  prayer  and  yow-,  it  if  a good 
prefident  for  othert  to  do  the  hl{c,  thoygh  indeede  mofl  men  are  apt  to  do  fojnit  ,ill  the  matter  if , to  performe  the  tjftil  of  their 
yew  and promife  to  God  after ^ for  that  few  care  foriaceordtng  to  that  fayingj  made  a prouerbe  in  Italian. 

Scampato  il  pericolo  giabbato  il  fanto. 

ty/hen  dannger  ts ft  aped,  the  faint  if mccltfd. 

But  the  eyample  o/Rogcro  may  mone  ys  to  more  true  deuothn  j andthn Jpeach  afthegood  oldU  emit , let  euerie  one  apply  to 
him  felfe,that-ha:h  need  of  ii^nd  it  mayfortunt^do  him  at  much  good  at  a ferKom,for  in  deedit  is  moft  fweet  and  comfortable 
& t’try  true  diflrine,St  well  befeemingtheperfun  ofadeuout  old  man(at  I called  him  in  the  ^^.ftajfe')forJeldomegOetbde- 
uotionwithyouth , beit  Jpofenwithoutojfenceofour  Peckedeuaunted  Minifters : at  there  goes  an  old  tale  of  tlrree  things 
that  a blind  man  could  fee,  forwhen  hit  boy  toldhim  that  there  wot  brought  a yery  braue  horfe,  then  faith  th  blind  man,j  fet 
l>e  is  fit : the  boy  marueUed  Ixtw  he  kpiew  it-,  next  he  told  him, there  came  by  a pajftng  faire  woman,  then  I fee/he  ttyongf^uoth 
Hse  blind  man)  wellguejfed  M after  faid  his  boy.  Laftly,came  by  a deuout  preacher-.Sir  quoth  the  boy,  here  comes  agood  prieft^ 
tloenheUoldfaid  ihebhndman,andthatgueffewatforight,the  boy  wot  affraydhis  Mafterhadhadhtt  eyes  againe.  Forin~ 
de:d  age  and  bodies,  chaftifed  with fafting  and  ftudie,  are  comp  am  ons  ofdeitothmas  a fiend  of  mine  Wat  wont  to fay  in  I talia 

CDa  medico  rognofo, 

Dio  mi  guarda.9p)a  alchumiftaftracciato, 

^ Da  monacho  ingroflato.  4 

God  defend  me  fro  a mangieVhiftio,fforthephifttio  that  canot  cure  the  itch  inhimfelfe,will  hardly  cure  other  greater  difiafis 
in  another.)  From  a ragged  or  beggerly  .Alcumift  , for  he  that  cannot  get  him  felfe  good  clothes,  willhardly  turne  leadmto 
g'lld.  From  a corpulent  or  fat  fed  Frier : for  he  that  feeds  his  owne  bodie  fat , u nut  Itkfly  togiue  of the  beft fpirituaU foede  fit 
the  fault. 

In  Brandimart  that  laborcth  to  per/wade  to  peace, wemay  note  a noble  difpofttioh, and  excellent  good nature, 

tha‘,  being  yerie  flout , and  treating  ofpeaoefae  they  fay)with  hssfword  in  hu  had, yet  endeuored  1 7 ta'^yp  the  quarrell  before 
it  came  to  blood, which  tisoughit  be  a lhanideffe  office  many  times  (as  here  it  hapnedto  Brandimart  tq  be  fcomed fir  his  labor) 
yet  ought  not  that  to  terrifie  agood  mynd,  from  fo  honest  anoffice,.And fire  the  caufewly  great  quarrels  rifeypon JmaU  mat., 
ters,  betweme  great  per finages, and  are  afterward fo  long  ear  they  be  recorKiled,and  fo  hollowly  reconciled  at  laft-,  is  that  fime 
of  a wickpdpoLtcie,feel'.e  tohpepethem  at  yariance,thinl^ngit  (as  thepro'terbe  faith)beftfifhingintroubledwaters,hut  neither 
S Peter  that  was  the  good fi/herofmtn,  nor  his  M after,  were  of  that  opinion,  but  do  fay  contrarily,  Bca  ti  pacifici. 

Of  the  Irotsfe  of Efte,  it  was  firft  called  .Atcsle,but  after  (as  mine  .Autlnr  hath  deliuered)it  was  turned  to  Efte  , by  reafonof 
that  Jpeach,  Hie  efte  Domini,  and  Fomarius  writing  ypon  this  place  affirmes  the  fame. 

I n the  deuifes  or  impreifes  o/Orlando  and  Oliuero,  may  be  noted  the  decorum  they  y fed,  fir  Orlando  being  a Jsp-.owne 
and approuedwarriour,giues a mere  terrible deuife, yet  referring  the  Isonorto  Cod, in  moft  Chrtftian  maner,offtrildngdown 
and  confounding  his  enemies  with  lightening.  Oliu  ero  whofe  deuife  is  the  JpaH:eU,or  iyam  hound  couching  with  the  wordfin 
che  vegna,  doth  with  great  modftiejhew  thereby, that  as  the  Spaniell  or  hound  that  is  atcommaundement,  waitetb,till  the 
fiwle,or  dejrebeftrkk^n,andthen  boldly  leapeth  into  the  water, or  draweth  after  it  by  land:  fo  he  beingyet  ayoung  man,wai~ 
ted fir  an  occafton  to  fhew  his  yalue,  which  being  come,  he  would  no  longer  couch,  butfhew  the  fame. 

In  this  kiniwe  haiiehad  maty  in  our  time,  as  the  bappie  1 7,  day  ofTSfouember  can  witnejfe,  that  haue  excelled  for  excel- 
lent ie  of  deuife : of  which  if I Jhould fpeakf  at  large,  it  would  askp  a yolume  by  it felfi.  My  felfe,  haue  chofen  this  o/Oliu  ero 
fir  mine  owne,  par-tly  liking  themodeftie  thereof , partly  (for  I amnot  aft7amedtoconfeffeit)hecaufeI  fancietheSpanicUfo 
much,  whofe piflure  is  in  thefteuife , and  if  anie  makf  merie  at  it,  (at  I doubt  not  b'ut  fome  will ) I (hall  not  be foriefir  it : fir 
one  end  of  my  trauell  in  this  workp,  is  tom  al^e  my  fiends  mme,  and  beftdes  J can  alleage  many  examples  of  wife  men,attd fomt 
yerie  great  men,  that  base  not  onely  tal'fn  piflures , but  built  cities  in  remembrance  of feruiceable  beafts.  Mnd  as  far  dogges, 
Doflor  Cayncs  a learned  Vhijition  and  agood  man,  wraie  a treatife  in praife'^of  them,and  the  Scripture  it  felfi  hath  youtch- 
f tfid  to  commend  T ohias  dogge. 


Moralli 


Hiftorle. 

Allufion. 


Here  end  the  Annotations  ofthexii.  booke. 
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THE  ARGVMENT. 

Orlando  of  his  concjuefl  takes  (mail  ioj^ 
fVhtth  caufid  him  his  dearejl  fiend  to  tv  ant ^ 
‘Tajfions  of  dtuerfi  lone  fir  eedmmh  annoy y 
T 0 flout  Rcnaldo  and  good  Br adamant: 
Shetvifnng  her  ByOgero  to  eniojy 
He  th' Indian  I^ueenefut  foone  he  did  recant^ 
T aught  by  difdaine:  at  lafi  in  Latian groundy 
T he  P alLidtne  kind  entertuinement  found. 


t 


Hat  iron  band , or  what 
(harpe  hard  mouthd  bit 
What  chaine  of  diamond 
(iffuch  might  be) 

Can  bridle  wrathfuLieffc 
and  conquer  it. 

And  kcepc  it  in  his  bonds 
and  due  degree? 
When  one  to  vs  in  bonds 
of  frcndftiip  knit. 

And  dearly  lou’d , before  our  face  vve  lee. 

By  volence  or  fraud  to  fuffer  wrong. 

By  one  for  him  to  craftie,  of  to  ftrong? 

z 

And  if  before  we  can  fuch  pang  digeft, 

We  fwarue  Ibmetimc  from  law,and  run  aftray. 

It  may  be  well  excufd,  fith  in  ones  breft, 

Realbn  at  fuch  a rimebcares  litlefway: 

when  with  counterfaiced  creft. 

He  faw  bleeding  all  the  way. 

To  kill  his  killer  was  not  fatisfide. 

Except  he  hal’d  and  tare  him  all  befide, 

3 

So  now  a litle  fince  when  inhis  brow, 

^ .Alfonfo  wounded  was  with  curfed  ftone. 

And  all  his  men  and  fouldiers  thought  that  now. 
His  Ibulefrom  earth  toheau’n  had  bin  vp  flone. 
They  killd  & fpoild,  they  car’d  not  whom  nor  how, 
191(1  v!  the  Hi.  Rampiers  and  walls, to  diem  defence  were  none, 

ofthu  But  in  that  furie  they  put  all  to  wracke. 

Both  old  andyoung,andalldie  townetofackc. 

4 

So  were  our  men  enraged  with  this  fall, 

Tliinking  they  had  their  Captaine  loft  for  ay. 


That  to  the  fword  they  put  both  great  and  fmall, 

That  happend  then  to  come  within  their  way: 

And  fo  their  fortune  did  preuaile  withall. 

That  they  the  Caftledid  regaine  that  day. 

In  fewer  hourcs,to  their  great  fame  and  praife. 

Then  had  the  Spaniards  got  it  erft  in  day  es. 
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It  raay  be, God  ordained  (as  I guefle) 

That  he  that  time  Ihould  wounded  be  foforc, 

Topunifli  that  fame  finne  and  foule  excefle. 

His  foes  committed  had  awhile  before, 

\N\\cnVefiidell  forlorne  and  in  diftrefle 
Yeeldcd,  and  Ihould  hauehad  his  life  therforc; 

Yet  was  he  kilJd  when  they  had  him  lurprifed. 

By  men  whofe  greater  part  were  circumcifed. 
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Wherforel  iuftly  may  conclude  thus  much, 

That  nothing  can  more  hotly  kindle  wrath. 

Then  if  one  lhall  the  life  and  honor  tuch , 

Ofourdeare  frend,or  do  him  wrong  orfeath. 

Now  (as  I fayd)  Orlandos  griefe  is  fucH, 

And  fuch  occafion  ofiult  griefe  he  hath. 

Seeing  his  frend,  for  lacke  of  better  heeding. 

Lye  on  the  ground,  readie  to  die  with  bleeding. 
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As  the  Noraadian  Shcpherd,tliat  a fnake  Simile, 

Sliding  along  the  grafle  and  herbs  hath  feene, 

Which  late  before  with  tooth  moft  poyiond  firakc 
His  litle  Ibnne,  that  playd  vpon  the  greene, 

Brufeth  and  beats,  and  kills  him  with  a ftake: 

So  goes  this  Earle  with  blade  moft  lharpe  & keen® 

And  yet  far  more  with  wrath  and  choller  wbetj 

fini^^^rmantyYiK  then  ihcfirfthe  met. 
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Vnhappie  he  that  in  his  paffage  flood. 

His  fword  was  gone,  as  I declard  brforc, 

Him  felfe  befmeared  all  with  his  ownc  blood, 
BraueBr4«/(OT<*i  t had  wounded  him  lb  Ibrcj 
Orlando  comes,  and  in  his  wrathflill  moodc. 

With  Bahfard,  tliat  payeshomc  cuermore. 

He  ftnkes  (were  it  by  fortune  or  by  art) 
luft  where  the  Qiouldcrs  from  the  head  do  part. 

9 . 

Loofd  was  his  helmet,  as  I erft  did  tell. 

That  like  a poppie,  quite  fell  of  his  hed. 

The  carkalTe  of  the  Lybian  Monarke  fell 
Downe  to  the  ground, and  lay  along  ftarke  ded. 
His  foule  by  Charon,  ferric- man  of  hell. 

To  Tlttos  houfe  or  Stigian  lake  was  led. 

Orlande  ftayd  no  whit,  but  ftraight  prepard. 

To  find  Gradaffo  eake  with  Ballrfard. 
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But  when  Gradaffo  plaine  beheld  and  faw, 
Oi-^gramant  the  wofull  end  and  fall. 

He  felt  an  vnaccuftomd  dread  and  aw. 

Who  neucr  wonted  was  to  feare  at  all; 

And  eu’n  as  if  his  ownc  fate  he  forefaw. 

He  made  the  Palladine  refiftance  finaU: 

Feare  had  fo  maz’d  his  head, and  daz’d  his  fence. 
That  for  the  blow,he  quiteforgat  hisfencc. 
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Orlando  thru  ft  Gradaffo  in  the  fide. 

In  the  fliort  ribs,  as  he  before  him  flood, 

The  fword  came  fonh  a fpan  on  tother  fide. 

And  to  the  hilt,was  vamilht  all  with  blood. 

By  that  fame  blow  alone  it  might  be  tridc. 

That  he  that  gaue  it  was  a warriour  good. 

That  with  one  blow  did  vanquifli  and  fubdew. 
The  ftouteft  champion  of  the  Turkifli  crew. 
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Orlando  ofthis  conqueftnorhing  glad. 

Doth  f omhis  faddle  in  great  haft  allight, 

And  with  ahcauichcart,and  count’nance  fad. 
He  runnes  vntohis  dcarcbcloued  knight. 

He  fees  his  helmet  cut,as  if  it  had. 

Bene  cloucn  quite  with  axe  (a  wofull  fight) 

And  eu’n  as  if  it  had  bene  made  of  glalTe, 

And  not  of  ftcele,  and  plated  well  with  brafle. 

The  Palladine  his  helmet  thenvnties. 

And  finds  the  fcull  clou’n  downe  vnto  the  chin. 
And  fees  the  braine  all  cut  before  his  eyes; 

Yet  fb  much  breath  and  life  remaind  within. 
That  he  is  able  yet  before  he  dies. 

To  call  to  God,  for  mercie  for  his  finne. 

And  pray  Orlando  ioyne  with  him  in  praying. 
And  vfc  to  him  this  comfortable  faying. 

My  dearc  Orlando,\tz  that  to  our  Lord, 

Thou  in  thy  good  dcuotions  me  commend: 
Likewife  to  thee  commend  I my  dearc  Fiorde^ 
And  litge  h&would  haue  fayd,but  there  did  end; 
Straight  Angels  voyces  with  moft  fwcet  accord. 
Were  heard  the  while  his  fpirit  did  afeend, 

The  which  diflbluedfrom  this  fleftilymaflc. 

In  fwceteft  melodic,  to  hcau’n  did  paffe. 


Orlando  though  he  fhould  reioyce  in  hart, 

Ofthis  his  end  foholy  and  deMout, 

Becaufe  he  knew  his  louing  Brandimart, 

W'as  taken  vp  to  hcau’njWithout  all  doubt, 

Yetflcfh  and  blood  in  him  foplayd  their  parr, 

That  without  tcarcs  he  can  not  beare  it  out. 

But  that  he  needs  mu  ft  (hew  fomc  chage  in  chear, 

Tolecfconc  more  then  anie  brother  dearc. 

i^  K 

This  while  Sohrim  brufed  inhis  hed,  h 

And  wounded  forely  in  his  fide  and  thye,  ** 

Vpon  the  ground  fb  great  a ftreame  had  bled. 

It  feemd  his  life  inpcrill  was  therby: 

AndO/wfrolittlebettcr  fped. 

On  w horn  his  horfc  ftiU  ouerthrowne  did  lye. 

He  ftnuingjbuthis  ftriuing  did  not  boot. 

To  get  at  hbertie  his  brufed  foot, 
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And  fureit  feemeshe  had  bene  worfc  apayd. 

Had  not  his  dolefull  cofin  quickly  come. 

And  brought  to  him,  frendly  and  necdfull  ayd. 

Before  the  paine  had  him  quite  ouercome: 

His  footethat  long  vnder  thehorfe  had  ftayd. 

Was  thcrw'ithalJ  fo  voyd  of  fence,  and  numme. 

That  when  he  ftood  vprighc,he  was  not  able. 

To  tuch  the  ground, much  leffc  tred  firm  Sc  ftable, 
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So  that  indeed  Orlando  in  his  hart. 

But  fmall  ioy  of  fo  great  a conqueft  had, 

Waylingthc  death  of  his  deare  Brandimart^ 

And  that  his  kinfman  was  in  ftate  fo  bad: 

Now  lay  Sohrine,  though  aliuc  in  part. 

Yet  with  alookc  fo  chcarlcfle  and  fo  fad, 

And  fo  much  blood  his  aged  vaines  had  bled, 

That  doubtleffe  in  few  houres  he  had  bene  ded; 
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Saue  that  Orlando  with  compaffion  moued. 

Seeing  him  ly  folorne,and  fo  diftreffed. 

Gate  him  fuch  needfull  things  as  beft  behoued. 

And  charitably  made  his  wounds  be  drefled; 

So  as  indeed  fome  kinfemam  deare  beloucd, 

And  not  his  foe,  a man  might  him  haue  guefled*' 

Such  was  this  Earles  good  nature,fierce  in  fight, 

But  fight  once  done,  from  malUcc  fi'ct  or  Ipitc. 
zo 

The  horfe,  and  bodies  of  the  other  twaine. 

He  tooke  away,and  left  their  men  the  reft, 

Tobedifpofd  to  their  ownc  priuate  gaine. 

Or  to  interre  their  Lords,  as  they  thought  befl. 

But  here, that  in  my  ftorie  I dofayne, 

Frederick^  Fulgofo  (as  1 heare)  hath  gueft, 

Sith  at  this  He  he  late  ariuing  found. 

In  all  the  fame  no  leuell  foot  of  ground, 
zt 

Nor  doth  he  probable  it  deeme  or  take. 

That  fixe  fuch  knights  as  had  in  armes  no  peare. 

On  horfebackc  fhould  a combat  vndertake. 

Where  no  one  foot  ofplayn  ground  doth  appcarc. 

To  whichobieftioni  this  anfwer  make. 

That  then,  in  times  pafl'ed  feau’n  hundred  yeare. 

There  was  plain  ground,but  now  fomcinundatio. 

Or  earthquake  might  procure  this  alteration. 
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Whcrforc  Tulgofo,  honor  of  thy  name, 

Fiilgor^  that  in  thy  familic  doft  ihinc, 

Ifin  this  point  thou  hadft  imputed  blame 
To  me,  perhaps  before  that  Prince  diuine, 

From  whom  thy  countries  good  & quiet  came. 
And  did  itfiift  toloueandpeace  encline, 

Tell  him  againe,  that  eu’nperhaps  in  this. 

My  tale  of  tnith  or  likelihood  doth  not  mifle. 

W letmtj  to  Or-  while  Orlando  looking  from  the  Ihore, 

A litle  Frigot  did  farre  of deferie. 

That  both  with  faile^and  with  the  helpe  of  ore. 
Toward  that  Ile,leemdin  great  haft  to  fliej 
But  ear  of  this  1 tell  you  anie  more, 

I muft  to  France’  as  faft  as  I can  hie. 

To  fee  if  they  be  mcrie  there  or  fad. 

Now  they  from  thence  the  Turks  expulfed  had. 

iradamant,  Firft  let  vs  fee  how  faithfull  Bradamant, 

Takethhis  abfence  whom  flic  louech  moft. 

Who  in  his  oth,  due  care  of  faith  did  want. 

Which  he  had  tone  in  fight  of  cither  hoft: 

Now  fure  flie  thinks  his  louc  and  faith  to  fcant. 
Hearing  he  quite  had  left  the  Chriften  coft; 

If  in  his  publike  oth  he  be  vniuft, 

Wherto alas, then  wherto  can  Itruft? 

25 

And  ftill  returning  to  her  former  plaints. 

And  ftiil  bemoning  her  vnluckie  fate. 

With  which  her  felfe  flie  to  to  well  acquaints. 

She  calls  her  felfe  accurft,and  him  vngraBe; 

Yea  blaming  God  him  felfe,  and  allhiv  Saints, 

For  not  redrefling  this  her  wofull  ftatc, 

She  fcarce  abftaines  high  blafphemic  t6  ipcakc. 
That  God  vniuft,  & that  Saints  powrs  arc  weake. 

Then  (he  Melijft  (abfent)  doth  reproue. 

And  curft  that  Oracles  perfwafionbUnd, 

That  lapr  her  in  this  Laberinth  of  loue. 

Whence  flie  her  felfe  knowes  not  how  to  vnwind. 
But  to  Af arfifa  all  the  reft  aboue. 

She  open  layes  her  ftomackc  and  her  mynd. 

With  her  (he  chides,  and  vtters  all  her  choUer, 
i And  yet  ftic  prayes  her  comfort  this  her  doUer. 
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Af4ryjy4  comforts  her  in  all  file  may. 

And  tells  her  what  a vertue  Patience  is. 

And  partly  doth  cxcufe  Kogeros  ftay; 

Further  Ihc  giueth  her  her  faith  in  this. 

That  if  fhe  find  he  wilfully  delay. 

She  will  conftraine  him  mend  all  is  amiffe. 

Or  if  (he  find  that  he  refufe  to  doit, 

Tofight  with  him,  and  fo  compellhim  toit. 

28 

With  this  (he  did  in  part  herpaine  aflwage. 

For  why  it  is  in  forow  great  relicfe. 

To  thofe  of  either  fexc  or  anie  age. 

To  haue  fomc  frend  , to  whom  to  tell  their  griefc. 
But  now  ifBradamant  be  in  (uch  rage. 

No  lefle  is  he  that  of  her  houfc  was  chiefe, 

I meane  Kenaldo^zhM  can  not  expulfe, 

Loues  fire,  from  eu’rie  finew,  vcme  and  pulle. 
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Ithinke  inced  not  now  to  you  repeat, 

A thing  by  me  fo  often  told  before. 

Namely  that  loue,  and  that  affcftion  great. 

That  to  An^tlica  Bgnaldo  bore; 

Nor  did  her  beautic  caufe  lb  much  his  hear. 

As  did  that  (pring,of  which  he  drankc  fuch  ftorc^ 
Now  all  the  other  Palladines  were  free 
From  foes,  only  Loues  captiue  thrall  is  hce. 
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An  hundred  meflengers  he  fends  about. 

Him  felfe  the  while  an  hundred  ways  more  ridingj 
To  aske  of  her,  or  elfe  to  find  her  our. 

Who  hath  her  now,  or  where  is  her  abiding. 

At  laft,  becaufc  he  thinketh  out  of  doubt. 

That  Malagige  pf  her  can  learne  Ibmc  tiding. 

He  asketh  him  (but  blu  filing  fore  with  fliame) 
Ifhckncw  whatofth’lndian  Queene  became. 
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His  cofin  wonders  at  fo  ftraunge  a cafe. 

And  in  his  mind  theron  long  time  he  mufed. 

That  when  had  both  time  and  place, 

Her  offers  large  and  kind,  he  ftill  refufed. 

When  both  her  felfe  didfue  to  haue  his  grace. 

And  many  ofhis  frends  perfwafions  vfed: 

And  Malagige\\im  felfe, among  the  reft. 

Had  prou’d  him  oft  with  prayre  and  with  requeff. 
3^ 

The  rather  cake,  becaufe  B^naUo  then. 

By  taking  her,  had  fet  his  cofin  free, 

Who  then  was  kept  clofe  prifher  in  a den, 

And  for  that  caufe  in  pcrill  flainc  to  bc; 

He  marucls  that  he  now  would  feeke  her,when 
No  hope,  nor  caufe  there  was,  and  further  he 
Bids  him  with  angrie  looke,  to  call  to  mynd. 

How  in  this  point  he  had  bene  to  vnky  nd. 

But  good  B^naldo  now  quite  out  of  tune,  ' ' 

Pray’th  him  old  quarels  from  his  mind  to  mouc, 
And  doth  moft  earneftly  him  importune, 
Vntohishelpe,  his  skill  and  books  to  prouc. 

Which  made  his  cofin  fomuch  more  prefume, 
Vpon  his  reconcilement  andtruelouc. 

And  promift  to  aflift  him  if  he  may. 

And  for  his  anfwer,he  prefixt  a day. 

And  ftraightfrom  thence  he  go’th  vnto  the  place. 
Where  he  was  wont  the  fpirits  to  coniure, 

A ftrong  vaft  caue,in  which  there  was  great  Ipacc 
The  precepts  ofhis  Art  to  putinvre: 

One  fpright  he  calls,  that  of  each  doubtfull  cafe 
Of  Cupids  court,  could  giue  him  notice  fiire: 

Of  him  he  askt  what  bred  ^enaldos  chaunge. 

By  him  he  heard,  of  thofe  two  fountains  ftraunge. 

And  how  J{enaldo  by  misfortune  led, 

Firft  happend  of  that  hatefull  fpringto  drinke, 
Which  his  diflikc  of  that  faire  Ladie  bred. 

And  made  her  loue,  andprofferd  feruice  ftinkc: 
And  how  againe,  by  fome  ill  ftarre  mifled. 

He  drak  of  th’other  fpring, which  caufd  him  think. 
Her  only  to  be  loued  and  admired. 

Whom  erft  he  bated  more  then  caufe  required. 
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Further  the  (pright  to  MaUgigu  flio'.vd. 

How  that  fame famous  Indian  queen  (nay  quean) 
Had  on  a Pagan  youth  her  felfe  beftowd. 

Of  pa  rentage,  of  ftatCj  of  lining  m cane: 

And  how  from  Spaftie  they  in  a galley  rowd, 
France  and  all  Chriftendomc  forfaking  cleanc, 
Pafling  as  wellwithfaftieas  with  eafe, 

(In  ventrous barks  of  Catalyn)the  Teas. 
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Now  when  for  his  anfwer  came. 

His  learned  cofin  feckes  him  to  perfwadc, 
Vntofomc  better  thought  his  mynd  to  frame. 
Nor  further  in  this  gulfe  of  loue  to  wadcj 
AUcadging  what  a {launder  and  a (hamc. 

It  was  to  loue  one  that  her  felfe  had  made. 

Not  like  a Queene,butlike  a vile  maide  Marian, 
A wife, (nay  flaue)vnto  a bafe  Barbarian. 
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In  fine  he  fayd,{lic  was  to  th’  Indies  gon, 

V/ith  her  Medoro,  and  was  welnie  there: 
i^enaldo  not  a little  murdc  thereon. 

Yet  all  the  reft  he  could  with  patience  bcarc. 

And  for  thepainc,he  counts  itfmallor  none, 
Sohe  atlaft  might  finde  her  any  where^ 
Wherefore  of  it  he  had  no  carenorkcepe. 

Nor  could  that  make  him  once  to  break  his  {leep. 
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But  when  he  hard  how  one  of  birth  fb  bale 
Had  with  his  miftreslayd  his  knife  aboorde. 

It  fccnid  this  {Irake  him  fpeachles  in  the  place, 
Hewas  notable  topronounce  a word: 
Hisharedid  quake  witliin,hislippes  lyke  c afe 
Trembled, that  anfwer  he  could  none  affordej 
But  ouarcome  with  anguifb  of  the  paflion, 

He  flangdway  from  thence, in  carelefl'c  falhion. 
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And  much  lamenting  this  het  fouleabufe. 

He  vov/es  to  fnllowe  her  what  ere  infue. 

But  yot  to  Charles  he  faineih  this  excufe. 

That  fich  Gradajfoy  of  his  word  vntriic. 

Had  tafic  his  horfc  contrary  to  the  vfc 
Of  valiant  Knightcs.hc  meancs  him  to  purfiiej 
Alleadgingthatit  were  his  great  difhoner. 

To  let  Bayardo  haue  a forren  ownerj 

41 

And  thata  Turke  fliould  boft  an  other  day. 

That  he  by  fight  did  him  thereof  bereaue. 
C/i4r/i(though  moft  loth)yct  could  not  fay  him  nay 
To  fuch  an  honeftfutc,butgaue  him  leaue; 
Which  tane,  alone  from  thence  he  goes  his  way. 
And  all  his  friendesin  Paris  he  doth  leaue: 

Gujdon  and  Dudon  both  to  him  do  proffer 
Their  company ,but  he  refufd  their  offer. 
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Away  he  goes  alonc,yec  not  alone. 

Griefs, teares,&  piaincs,ftil  his  companions  arc: 
And  oft  in  hart  he  bitterly  doth  grone. 

To  thinke  that  erfl  he  fhould  fo  little  care. 

For  her  great  loue,which  wilfully  forgone. 

He  now  efteemes  at  rate  fo  high  and  rare, 

He  could  haue  wifht  (thbs  was  his  mindperplext) 
But  one  day  to  enioy,and  die  the  next. 


Then  he  bethinkes  with  no  lefle  gricfc,nay  ragV, 
How  Ihc  could  finde  in  that  her  lofty  hart. 

To  fet  her  loue  on  fuch  a forty  page 
The  merrites  all,and  fcruicc  put  a part, 

Donne  vnto  her  cu'n  from  her  tender  age. 

By  men  of  highrenowne  and  great  defart: 

Thus  with  a fyred  hart,and  waited  cyne. 

He  rode  vntill  he  toucht  the  bankes  of  Rliync. 
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Erelong  into  Atdcnna  woods  he  enters. 

After  that  he  Bafy  lea  quite  had  paft, 

Ardenna  woods  , whence  many  come  repenters. 
And  in  that  forrefl haue  becne  fore  agaft. 

To  traucll  through  the  fame  B^naldo  venters. 
When  fuddenly  the  sltyc  did  ouercaft. 

And  there  arofe  a blackc  and  hideous  ftormc. 
And  then  appeard  a monftcr  of ilrange  forme. 

She  feem’d  of  womans  lh3pe,but  in  her  hed, 

A thoufand  eyes  flie  had, that  watch  did  kcepc. 

As  many  cares, with  which  Ihc  harkened, 

Her  eyes  want  liddes,and  therefore neucr  flccpc. 
In  fteedc  of  haire,  her  crovvnefnakes  ouerfpred, 
Thus  marched  flie  foorthof  the  darknefledeepe. 
Her  tayle  one  Serpent  bigger  then  the  reft. 
Which  {he  with  knots  faftned  about  her  brc{I. 
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This  {sghCyKena/das  minde  appalld  fofore, 

He  fecles  his  hart  already  gan  to  faylehim. 

And  fith  it  ncuer  had  done  fo  before,  (him. 
He  maruels  what,(the  goodycare)now  {hould  ailc 
Yet  flillhis  minde  mifgauc  him  more  and  more. 
Seeing  the  moniler  comming  to  alfaile  him, 
NathlefTe  he  counterfets  his  wonted  boldneffc. 
Though  quaking  hands  bewraid  his  inward  cold- 

47  (nefle. 

The  monilerftraight  allaultcd  him  muchlike. 

To  one  that  were  parfet  well  skild  in  fence. 

And  when  againc  he  with  his  fword  did  {Irilce, 

He  nii{red,and  could  doe  her  none  offence. 

Much  dotliJi[eW.'/o  this  ill  match  mifiike. 

And  little  wants  quite  to  dittraft  his  fence. 

Right  blowcs  and  rcardemaine,he  ftriketh  many, 
But  yet  he  cannot  hither  right  with  any. 
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The  monfler  ftickes  a Serpent  in  his  breft. 

That  ftrakc  his  hart  into  a frecfingcolde. 

An  other  fixed  is  bclowehis  creft. 

And  onhisnecke  and  fhoulders  takethholdj 
J{maldo  thinkes  to  get  him  gon  is  beft. 

And  fpurres  away  with  all  the  {peed  he  could. 

But  tliat  vile  monftcr  was  not  lame  to  find  him. 
But  oucrtookehim,and leapt  vpbehmdhim. 

And  whether  he  goe  ftraightjor  goe  he  wide. 

The  monfterfittethfure  andholdes  himfaf^ 

He  knowes  not  how  to  be  from  her  vntidc. 

Nor  any  mcane  withinhis  minde  can  caft> 

His  heart  eu’n  quakes  within  him,and  befidc 
That  he  was  with  this  hideous  plague  agaft, 

He  {brrowd  fo  not  knowing  how  to  mend  it. 

He  loth’d  his  life, and  did  defirc  to  ende  it. 
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Helpurresatnaincjond  purpofclyhe  takes 
The  nigged  wayes,  the  worft  that  he  could  finde. 
By  cragpie  Rocks,  Sc  hils,tltrough  br)'er!>  & brakes 
Throu]^  copies  thick, by  narrow  pathes  & bhiide. 
But  the  goodkniglu  the  matter  much  millakes. 
He  cannot  from  themonftei  him  vnwinde: 

*.  And  like  It  was,  great  ha;  me  had  him  betyded,. 
Had  not  fot  him,  bene  hclpe  in  time  prouided. 

<1 

Tbn  .llhf^trku  For  loc  a knight,  vnto  liis  fuccour  went, 
nep'^undr'dinthe  All  aruid  in  Ihining  ftecle,andon  his  Ihield, 
fp/U/ihu bare  ayoke  in  lundrie  pccces  rent, 

And  Hames  ot  fire  all  in  a yeallow  ficldf 
So  weaponed  he  was,  as  if  he  ment 
Tomake  all  chatcncountredhim,toyecld, 

A fword  and  Ipearc  he  had, and  to  the  fame, 

A Mace  from  whcnce,hc  threw  continual!  flame. 

His  Mace  was  flor’d  with  euerlaftingfire. 

That  cuer  burned,and  did  neaer  waft. 

No  odier  weapon  needed  one  defire. 

To  make  good  way  w ith, where  fticii’t  he  paft. 

And  fure  Hildas  daunger  did  require 
Quicke  reinedie,  wherefore  the  knight  doth  haft: 
And  when  he  law  this  monftcr  aild  did  view  her, 
With  his  ftiffe  Ipcare  forthwith  he  ouerthrew  her 

But  this  fame  fall  did  her  no  whit  annoy. 
Wherefore  tovfchislpearehe  now  milliketh, 
Onely  he  will  his  fieric  Mace  iinploy, 

And  with  that  lame  the  monftcr  fo wle  he  ftriketh. 
Then  flie  no  longer  could  her  force  cnioy, 

Htnaido  wliile  Ihe  fled,  occafion  pikcch, 

Tofeape  away, as  him  thatknignt  pcilwaded. 
While  he  this  monftcr  more  arid  more  inuaded. 
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After  the  knight  had  with  hisfierie  Mace, 

Driu’nbacke  this  monftcr  to  her  darkl'omc  den, 
Tbe'pTiftrtitrf  Where  Are  for  Ipitc,  doth  bcate  her  head  and  face 
. Repining  at  the  good  of  othet  men. 

Then  to  fignMo  he  doth  ride  apace. 

And  w hen  he  had  foone  ouertane  him,then 
He  olFerd  in  kind  fort,  with  him  to  ride, 

Forth  of  tlic  darkfome  places  him  to  guide. 
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Now  when  F^tuddo  was  from  daunger  free. 

And  that  fame  knight  by  whomhis  faftie  came. 
So  courteoufly  to  come  to  him  did  fee, 

His  fpeech  to  him  in  kind  words  he  did  frame, 
And  gaue  him  thanks  in  the  moft  hy  e degree, 
And  then  befought  him  he  might  know  his  name. 
That  th’Empetor  and  all  his  court  might  know, 
What  knight  did  fo  great  grace  on  him  beftow. 
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The  knight  in  courteous  manner  thusreplide, 

I would  not  you  fhould  take  it  in  difpleafurc. 

That  I my  name  from  you  a while  lhallhide. 

But  car  the  fliadow  grow  a yard  by  mcafurc, 

I fliallyou  telhthus  onward  ftill  they  ride, 

F^naldo  being  pleafd  toftay  his  leafure: 

So  long  they  went  togithcr  till  they  found, 

A chriftal!  fpring  running  along  the  ground. 


At  which  full  oft  the  herdmen,  that  did  dwell 
Ncatc  tothofc  woods,haucin  their  louingfits, 
Drunkcaway  louc,with  rafting  of that  wcD, 
Andofdiofe  paflions, purged  clcane  their  wits: 
Now(for  the  knight  that  rode  with  him  could  tell 
That  tor  Hrn  ddos  iill,this  Phificke  fits) 

He  doth  aduife  him  there  to  ftay  a fpace. 

And  make  that  well  their  bait  and  rcfting  place. 
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Fgnaldo  of  the  motion  well  allowth. 

And  lighteth  ftraight,and  to  the  well  doth  go, 
Bothjfor  that  heat  and  trauell  bred  his  drowth. 
And  that  the  monftcr  had  difturbd  him  fo ; 

Vnto  the  chriftall  well  he  puts  his  mouth. 

And  greedely  drinks  downc  fine  gulps  cr  mo, 

A nd  fro  his  breft  with  one  draught  doth  remoue, 
His  burning  thirft,  and  his  more  burning loue. 
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Now  when  thac  other  knight  that  with  him  went. 
Saw  him  lift  vp  himfelfe  from  that  fame  brooke. 
And  found  he  did  bis  foolilh  l uie  repent, 

And  that  he  now  that  humor  quite  forfookc. 
Then  to  declare  his  name  he  as  content:- 
Andlooking  withagraue  and  lofticlooke. 

He  faid  Hgnaldo^cr.ow  1 liight  Difdainc, 

That  came  toloofe  thee,ffom  louesfolilh  chaine, 
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This  faid, he  vanifh:  from  Fgnaldo  quite, 

Him  nor  his  horfc  lie  cculd  not  afterfee, 

Vgtmldo  matuels  at  this  v/ondrous  fight, 
Andlookcs  about,andfaith,whatwhcreishc? 
Adaft  he  thinks  that  feme  familiar  Ipright, 

T hat  by  good  might  be: 

To  rid  him  of  that  tedious  care  and  wo. 

That  many  months  had  him  afflided  fo. 

Cl 

Or  clfe  that  Gcd  to  him  this  helpe  did  lend. 

Of  hia  efpeciail  grace  and  lolling  kindnesj 
Aserfthed  d vnto  7 oi».«fcnd, 

His  Angel  to  dcliuer  him  from  blindnes : 

But  let  It  Angel  be,  or  be  i:  fend, 

Vgnaldo  takes  againft  him  no  vnkindnes: 

He  thanks  and  praifesi  itjauddoth  acknowledge, 
Tohauc  reciu’d  ofhim,grace,wit,and  knowledge. 
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Now,  that  fame  great  mifliire  and  hate  retorned. 

Of  fairc  Angelic  a late  he  loued, 

Now  he  defpifed  her,  and  greatly  Icomed, 

To  thinkc  that  he  forhcr,one  fooce  hadmoued: 
Yet  onward  into  Indiav;ardheiorned, 

As  for  Eayardos  fake  it  him  behoued: 

Bccaufc  both  honour  did  compel!  him  to  it. 

And  to  his  Prince  he  vndei  tooke  to  do  it. 

He  rides  to  Bafilc  next  enfuing  night, 

Where  verie  late  before, fome  newes  were  hard. 
How  thac  Orlando  challeng’d  was  to  fight. 

And  for  that  fighr,how  he  himfelfe  prepard: 

Not, that  Orlando  newes  hereof  did  write. 

But  one  that  came  from  Sycill  thitherward: 
Affirmcdhc  hadheard  the  fame  reported, 

By  manic  that  to  Sycily  reforted. 

Hh 
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Thefe  newes  do  fct  on  edge  hart, 

Faine  would  he  prefent  be  at  this  conflid, 

Faine  would  he  take  therein  Orlandos  pan. 

To  whom  hehounden  was  in  bands  moft  ftrickt. 
Of  friendihipjof  allyance  and  defan: 

Wherforc  he  takes  port  horfe,  and  fpurd  &prickf. 
Changing  both  beads, & guids  each  ten  miles  end 
And  toward  Italy  he  dill  doth  bend. 

At  Condance  he  did  pafle  the  dreamc  of  Rhine, 
And  then  beyond  the  Alpes,he  foone  doth  goe. 
To  Mantoa,  and  ere  the  funne  decline. 

He  pafled  ore  the  dately  dreame  of  Poe, 

Here  he  did  doubt, and  did  not  foone  deiigne. 
Whether  he  fliould  ride  all  the  night  or  noe: 

Till  at  the  lad  a well  behauourd  knight. 

And  full  of  curtefie,came  in  his  fight. 
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This  knight  forthwith  vnto  I{enalJo  went, 
Andaskthimifhe  wereamarride  man, 

J^mldo  maruels  what  the  quedion  ment. 

But  anfwerd  yea, then  tother  draight  began. 

And  prayd  him , that  he  would  then  be  content. 
To  be  his  gued,at  fuch  cheare  as  he  can: 

OfFring  to  ihow  him,  while  with  him  he  tarride, 

A fight  to  pleafe  all  thofe  men  that  be  marride. 
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^enddo  glad  fo  good  a bait  to  make, 

And  no  leffe  willing,haps  mod  rare  to  heare. 
Would  not  the  offer  of  this  knight  forfake. 

Of  entertainment  good,and  friendly  cheare. 

But  onward  with  him  doth  his  iourney  take, 

Vntill  he  faw  a goodly  place  appeare. 

So  well  fct  forth,  both  for  the  diew  and  fence. 

As  feemd  not  for  a priuate  mans  expence. 
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The  porch  was  all  of  Porpherie  and  Tutch, 

On  which  the  fumptuoiis  building  raifed  was. 
With  images  that  feemd  to  moue,fee,  tuch. 
Some  hewd  in  donc,fome  caru'd  & cut  in  brafle, 
Alfowithin,thcbeautie  was  as  much: 

Vnder  a dately  arch, they  draight  did  pafle, 

Vnto  a court  that  good  proportion  bare. 

And  was  ech  way  one  hundred  cubitesfqiiarc . 
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Each  of  thefe  fidcs  a Portch  had  pafling  faire. 

That  With  an  arch  is  on  two  cullomns  placed. 

Of  equall  fife  they  feemed  eu’rie  paire, 

Yet  fundrie  works,which  them  the  better  gracedj 
At  each  of  thefe  a wide,  large  eafie  daire. 
Without  the  which,  all  buildings  arc  defaced. 
And  thofe  fame  daires, lb  dately  mounting, led 
Each  to  a chamber  richly  fumifhed. 
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The  cullomns  hie,the  chapters  guilt  with  gold. 

The  cornifhes  enricht  with  things  of  cod. 

The  Marbles  fet  from  farre,  and  dearly  fold. 

By  cunning  workmen  earned  and  imbod. 

With  in)ages,and  antikes  new  and  ©Id, 

(Though  now  the  nighr,  thereof  concealed  mod) 
Shew  that  that  worke  fo  rich  beyond  all  meafitre. 
Could  fcant  be  builded  with  a Princes  treafiire. 


71 

But  nothing  didfo  much  the  fight  enrich, 

As  did  the  plenteous  fountaine,  that  did  dand 
ludplaced  in  the  middle,  vnder  which. 

The  Pages  fpred  a table  out  of  hand. 

And  brought  forth  napry  rich,  & plate  more  rich. 
And  meates  the  choifed  of  the  fca  or  land: 

For  though  the  houfe  had  dately  rooms  full  many 
Yet  in  the  fummer,  this  was  bed  of  any. 
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This  fountaine  was  by  curious  workmen  brought. 
To  anfwere  to  the  redwith  double  Iquare, 

Eight  femall  datures  of  white  marble  wrought. 
With  their  left  hands,an  azure  skie  vpbare, 
Which  rainingdill,expelledheat  and  drought, 
From  all  that  vnder  it,or  neare  it  arc. 

In  their  right  hands,  was  ^mahheashoinc. 

By  cu’ric  one  of  thofe  eight  datures  borne. 
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Each  of  thefe  datures  reded  both  their  fcetc, 

Vpon  two  images  of  men  below, 

That  fccni’d  delighted  with  the  noife  lb  fwcete. 
That  from  the  water  came,that  there  did  flow, 
Alfo  they  feemd  the  Ladies  lowly  greet. 

As  though  they  did  their  names  & vertuesknow: 
In  al  their  hads  they  held  longfcrowls  ofwritings 
Of  their  own  pennings  and  their  ownc  endy  tings. 
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And  in  faire  golden  letters  were  the  names. 

Both  of  the  women  wrote,and  of  the  men. 

The  women  were  eight  chad  and  fober  dames. 
That  now doliue,butwetc  vnborne  as  then: 

The  men  were  Poets  that  their  worthy  fames. 

In  time  to  comejfliould  praife  with  learned  pen: 
Thefe  images  bare  vp  a brafen  trcflcll. 

On  which  there  dood  a large  white  Marble  veflcL 
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This  tooke  the  water  from  that  azure  skye, 

From  whence,with  turning  offomccock  or  vice. 

Great  dore  of  water  would  mount  vp  on  hyc, 

And  wet  all  that  fame  court  eu’n  in  a tricej 
With  fight  of  thefe  ^mddo  fed  his  eye. 

So  that  his  hod  could  fearcely  him  entice. 

To  feed  his  domacke, yet  he  oft  him  told,  IIS  1 1 feeh 

Then  downe  at  lad  they  fat  them  at  the  boord, 

Andpleafant  talkeholpetodifged  their  meate. 

His  hod  that  was  no  nyggard,  did  affoord 
Store  of  great  dclicates,  to  drinke  and  eate. 

And  all  this  while  F^nddo  fpakc  no  word. 

Although  he  did  it  oft  in  minde  repeate. 

And  though  his  tongue  did  ytch,to  pray  him  tell. 

What  twas  that  would  pleafe  marrid  men  fo  well. 
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Onely  he  mannerly  puts  him  in  minde. 

Of  that  he  fird  did  promife  him  to  fliow, 

Eu’n  then  he  plainly  faw  his  hod  inclinde 
To  inward  griefc,and  did  more  penfiue  grow. 

With  fecret  fighs,  leaning  tone  halfe  behindj 
At  lad  a Page  came  in  with  courtfie  low. 

Bearing  a danding  cuppeof  gold  mod  fine, 

Without  of  gemmes,and  full  within  of  wine. 

With 
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With  this, the  Maftcr  of  thcfcaft  did  fmilc. 

And  on  Heiutldo  lookt  with  pleafant  chearc. 

But  one  that  well  had  marked  him  that  while. 
Might  fee  moregriefe  then  mirthjin  him  appearc: 
Now  noble  gueft  (quoth  he)wichin  a while. 

You  lhall  fee  proii’d,  a ftraunge  conclufion  hearc. 
That  needs  muft  be  full  welcome  to  be  tried. 

By  all  that  are  in  bonds  of  wedlockc  tied. 
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For  furcl  thinkc  (he  faid)each  husband  ought. 
Search  ifhis  wife  efteeme  and  loue  him  dearly. 

If  fame,  or  fhamc,by  her  to  him  be  brought. 

If  man  or  beaft,  he  be  reputed  mearly: 

The  burden  of  the  home, though  it  be  thought 
To  weigh  fo  hcauic,and  to  touch  fo  nearly. 

No  doubt  but  many  get  them  in  their  marriage, 
Yet  fccle  them  not,they  be  fo  light  in  carriage. 
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But  if  a man  by  certayn  fignes  may  know. 

How  thar  liis  wife  to  him  is  true  and  iiiftj 
He  hath  more  caufc,kindnes  to  her  toihow, 

Then  he  that  hues  in  right,  or  wrong  miftruft, 
Many  without  a caufe  do  iealous  grow, 

Whofe  wiues  arc  chaft,  & free  fromlawlcfle  lull: 
Many,y  for  their  wiues  truth  durfehauefworne, 
Haue  for  their  labours,in  their  head  a home. 
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Now  fu,ifyou  bclceue  your  wife  is  tnic, 

As  furc  till  one  do  findc  contrarje  proofc, 

I thinke  both  you,and  all  men  ou^tof  dew. 

For  tliatno  doubt, isbeft  for  their behoofe. 

Here  you  fhall  fee  it  tiide  within  your  vew. 

For  which  I pray d you  harbour  in  my  roofer 
This  cup(faidhc5ifyou  defire  to  know  it. 

By  drinking  in  the  fame,  will  clearcly  Ihow  it. 
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Now  drinke  hereof,  and  proue  this  paffing  skill. 

For  if  ^Heons  armes,bc  onyourcreft. 

Do  what  you  can, you  fliallthe  liquor  fpill, 
Befideyour  mouth,vponyour  lappe  and  breft: 
But  ifyoiir  wife  be  chaft  ,then  drinke  your  fill, 

No  fuch  mifchancc  your  draught  will  then  molcft: 
Thus  much  he  faid,and  fixt  on  him  his  eyne. 
Thinking  fure  fhould  fpill  the  wine. 
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F^naldo  halfe  allured  to  allay. 

To  finde  a thing,  which  found  he  might  repent, 
Tooke  in  his  hand ! he  golden  cup  ftraight  way. 
As  iftoquaffe  it  ofl^were  his  intent: 

Yet  hrft  he  doth  die  certaine  daunger  way, 

To  which  by  tailing  fuch  a cuppe  he  went, 

Bu  t giue  me  leaue  a while  mine  cafe  to  take. 
Before  you  heare  what  anfwere  he  did  make. 
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Tb^hooiflseiginswit!)  a MoraUa^ainftwrath^eindreuengej  excujingrather  then  allowing  them  thatyeeld  to  that  Uoodie 
pafjion:  but  let  all  noble  minded  men^I  Jpeakta.men  of  the  fword')  if  they  do  at  O rlando  did:,reutnge  the  death  of  their  deere 
friendyyet  after  takf  example  of Orlandos  clcmencie  towards  bobrinOjif/jaiw  ( after  the  fsrie  of  the  combat  was  pafi  ) he 
madeto  he  cured.  TuWy  inhis  Oration  pro  Marcello  y bathmat^  excellentfayingsto  this  ejfedl  y topraifeCz^arandaU 
fuch  as  being  able  to  reuengCyyet  rather  choo/e  to  for  giue:  as  in  one  place  he  faith  yvetora  animum  vinccre,  iracundiam 
cohibcrc,  viftoriam  temperate, &c.  Haicquifaciat,  non  ego  eum  liimmis  viris  compare , fed  fimilliniuin 
D eo  iudico.  Te  overcome  the  pajftons  of  the  mindey  to  brideU  ones  anger y to  moderate  the  yidorieytfrc.  who  doth  thefe  things 
I compare  not  him  1 0 the  befi  fort  ofm-.njsnt  I Itl/fn  him  to  God  himfelfe.  Further  in  the  fame  orationjsecals  wrath  an  ev.imy 
to  wifdome-yandour  common  Engli/h  prouerbt  faithy  the  haflie  man  neuer  wanteth  woetall  which  I alledge  the  rather  to  proue 
mine  authort faying  true,  that  it  is  hard  to  bridle  wrath,  and  to  temper  reuenge-yand  confcquently  the  more  commendable  for 
thofe  that  can  do  it:  according  to  the  faying,  pulchra  qua?  difficilia  j andtberefore  the  more  noble  andgreata  man  is  either 
inbyrth  or  fortune  , the  more  honorable  it  isforhimtobefpareandnotbloodieinreuenge-,  Poffc&noile  nohAc.Ande:  ett 
in  thislaf  boolpe,  you  read  how  hurtful!  defire  of  reuenge  falleth  oftime  to  him  that  defiretb  it ; for  Agramant  came  ofpur~ 
pofeinto  France  to  be  retsengeivpon  Charles  )and  was  as  you  fee,frfl  expelled  out  of  that  B^almeyand  after  bereft  of  his  life.  ' 

Of  Pilfonfoes  hurt  you  may  reade  in  Gdycchardm,  andhowhismenrecoueredthe  Bafiia  from  the  Spanyards, who 
bad  certaine  Moores  with  them  at  that  time  •,  and  therefore  he  faith  (of men  whofe greater  part  were  circumcifed^  Fulgofo 
or  'pregofOyWasArcbbiJhop  of  Salemey&  as  it feemtSyhad  carped  at  Arioftos  w/e  o/Lyppadular^w^ /le  defends  the  mat- 
ter pretily,  alledging  that  an  earihqua^jor  inrndation  had deflroyed  all  tlx  leutUground.T he  likf  reproof e had  V irgil  about 
tlxhauenofMongibe’dOyWhichbedefcribesattherooteof  thathill  , wbereindeed  there  was  nonet  and  the  likpexcufe  is  made 
for  him, that  it  filled  with  the  continuall  cafiing  vp  offlones  out  of  the  burning  hill.  C atalani  are  the  cbiefe  houfeofSpaine, 
alledged  here  by  the  Voet,for  their  good fuccejfe  in  difeouering  the  I ndies  , tlsougb  indeed  the  l^ortugals  Lufi  tafni  not  Cat  a- 
lanideferuethepraife  of  it. 

T he  monfler  that  affaulted  Renaldo  fignifies  I ealoufie  that  he  had.  that  another  poffefi  his  loue : the  height  that  deliuered  Alle  goric. 
him  was  Difdaine^hat  with  the  beat  of  noble  courage  fignifiedby  the fierie  Maceyouertbrew  the  monfteryond  draue  him  quite 
away  : it  is  fo  plaine  in  the  yerfe  it  needs  no  expofitien. 

The  Ctsp  that  Renaldo  was  ojferdybuts  me  in  minde  of  the  Ukefanfie  , in  the  Wfiorie  of  Herodotus  in  thefecond bookp, 
hriefdy  it  is  thsss.  ^\iarao  klngof Egypt fiauingbyi'l  hap  ^0  ft  his  eyefightyWas  adiiifed(byfomeOracle')to  bathe  Ins  eyes  in  the 
yrineofachaftwoman.ifchereforefirftheprouedh'.swiueSyaniafterdiutrsotlxr  great  Ladtesfuthe  found  none  did  him 
good  but  one  pooregentlewoman,  wherefore  being  recouered  of  his  fight,  lx  put  all  the  other  to  death  yOnd  married  that  0 n:-,  but 
becaufe  the  matter  oftlxcup  is  continued  in  the  next  bookp,  I fhall  fpeal^  more  to  this  effefi,in  my  notes  yponthefamei 

\ 

Here  end  the  notes  of  die  X L 1 1,  bookc. 
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THE  ARGVMENT. 

%en(ildo  heares  typo  talcs  to  likeejfeSlj 
T one  of  a,  Bargeman^  t other  of  a ^ght: 
Bothproning  that  rewards  willfoone  infeEl 
T hemiades  of chafiefi  dames, and  make  them  light: 
T o Lippadu  fe  he  doth  his  courje  direH^ 

But  firfl  Orlando  fimfst  had  his  fight  t 
T hat  hermit  that  %ogero  didbapttfe. 

Heal’d  Olyaer^and  Serine  tn  hketvtfe. 


I r<M. 


In  nviltmiHt 


J»  Utnudmtu. 

I 


I*  warriors. 


iHtilirtfcfims 


Curft,6  grcedic , 6 vnfa- 

ciablc 

Dcfirccf  gaincjldoc  not 
maruelirurc. 

If  thou  the  bafe  andfilthy 
mindes  art  abJe> 

To  caufc  to  ftoope  vnto 
thy  carren  lure, 

Sich  oft  we  fee  fomcpcr- 
fons  honorable. 
Cannot  thy  wcake  and  bafe  aflaulti  endure, 

Who  if  they  could  thy  foule  cntifements  Ihunne^ 
No  doubt  but  they  great  glory  fliould  haue  won. 

X 

Some  men  can  mcafiire  earchjandfeajand  sky, 

And  tell  thechaunge  and  caufc  ofcu'ryfealbn. 
And  wade  fo  farre  with  wit, or  mount  fo  hy. 

They  fearch  both  hcau’n  & hel  with  depth  of reafS 
But  when  thou  com’ft  in  place, then  by  and  by. 
Thou  putt’ft  their  daintie  tafts  (b  out  of  feafon. 
They  place  their  whole  delightjtheir  hope,  their 
Only  in  feraping  & in  heaping  wealth,  (health 
3 

Another  man  in  warres  hath  great  renowne. 

And  gets  the  conqiieft  in  each  bloudie  ftrife. 

And  wins  this  fortrefle,  and  that  walled  towne, 
Oppofing  his  flout  brefl  toperrils  rife: 

Onely  thou  conquerfl  him,&  thrufls  him  downe. 
And  keepefl  him  thy  prifncr  all  his  life: 
Othersjcxcellingin  each  art  and  fliiddie, 

Thou  doeft  obfeure, with  bafe  defires&  muddic. 


In  piKithtiurd-  What  fliould  I (peake  of  dames  of  worth  not  fmall. 
Is  womtn.  jjjy  jj^g  Ioutis,iaen  of  great  defarts, 


Oppofe  their  honours,as  a brafen  wall, 

Againft  their  fuites  with  vnreJenting  hearts? 
Come  but  fome  mifer,bafe  deformed  Iquall, 
That  fauc  his  riches,  hath  no  worthy  parts. 

They  breake  the  wall,and  make  therein  a gap. 

To  cake  the  fliowre  thatfell  in  Dsutaes  lap. 

y 

Nor  without  caufe  hereof  complaine  do  I, 

Take  me  who  can,for  I do  rightly  take  ir. 

Nor  from  my  matter  do  I (warue  awrie, 

Or  by  a vainc  degrefhon  do  forfake  it : 

Yet  to  my  former  fpcach  I not  applie. 

But  tending  to  a future  tale  1 Ipake  it: 

Now  let  me  cell  you  of  RgMldo  firfl. 

That  with  one  draught  would fwage his  double 

6 (chirfl. 

But  whether  that  his  courage  did  him  faile. 

Or  that  on  more  aduife,he  changed  minde. 

He  thought  and  faid,  what  fliould  it  one  auaile, 

T o feeke  a thing  he  would  be  loth  to  findc? 

My  wife  a woman  is,  women  are  fraile, 

Yet,  to  beleeuc  the  befl  I am  enclindej 
I know  I cannot  better  my  belicfc, 

And  if  I change  it,  it  will  be  my  griefe. 


Quid. 

.Autia  nune 
V'.rlfunc  ftcuiai 
plwrmvA  auto 
ytnu  hoHos,  au- 
to cimcsUasura- 

wot. 

Danac  had  a 
showre  of  gold 
feUtnhtrlap. 
Lookpintbe 
Table. 

Ontthirflwas 

for  wine.the  xo- 
ther  to  l(How  hi 
wiueschafHtie, 


Sentence,  aceor. 
ding  to  that  ftp, 
tng.  Malum 
bene  pofltum  ne 
moueas. 
Sentence. 
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What  good  may  come  by  fuch  a flraight  efpy  all. 

Into  my  fences  furely  cannot  linke. 

Much  hurt  may  comc,thcrc  can  be  no  denyall,  * 

Let  nothing  feucr  thofe  whom  God  doth  linke:  Sentence, 
Wherefore  to  make  fbvnaccuflonid  trial!. 

Were  finncjand  tempting  God  as  1 do  thinke: 

Drinkc  of  this  cup  (quoth  he)  that  lyft,not  I, 

1 am  not,  nor  1 minde  not  to  be  drie. 

Hh  iij 
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God  would  filch  skill  from  mortal!  men  be  hid, 
StmtU.  Andeu’n  wroughthisouerchrow. 

By  rafting  fruit, that  God  did  him  forbid. 

So  he  that  curioufly  will  fearch  to  know, 

77;i  was srsll  All  that  liis  wife  hath  faid,or  what  (he  did, 
tanfiierti  •/  j^jiy  fortune  at  the  laft  himfelfc  beflirow : 

l{snalio.  j confound  himfelfc  (this  think  I verely) 

Andliuc  in  forrow,  that  d-d  erft  liuc  merely. 
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Thus  much  faid  good  Z^«<*.'<fo,and  vviihall 
He  thruft  away  thathatcfull  cup  of  wine. 

And  tlien  he  law  of  tcares,a  ftrcanie  not  fniall, 
Gufli  from  the  matter  ofthathoufe  his  eync; 
Whichpaftjhc  faid  now  foule  may  them  befall. 
That  firftprocurd  this  miferie  of  mine: 
Proouing  (which  1 lhall  Ibrrow  all  my  life) 
ThatjWhichbereftme  ofmy  dcareft  wife. 

10 

Why  was  not  I (faid  he)  with  you  acquainted, 
Tenyeares  ere  this,  to  take  aduife  lb  found. 
Before  my  heart  was  thus  with  forrow  tainted. 
Of  which  no  eafe  can  now, nor  end  be  found: 

But  that  you  may , as  in  a cable  painted. 

Behold  my  griefes,  I willtoyou  expound. 

What  caufd  this  mine  vncomparable  woe, 

And  then  you  fure  will  picric  me  1 know. 

II 

Not  farce  from  hence  you  left  a little  towne, 

About  the  which  there  runnes  a pre;  ie  lake. 
That  falls  into  this  ftreame  of  great  renowne. 
But  from  Banacofirfthis  head  doth  take. 

Built  when  chat  citric  walls  were  beaten  downe. 
That  t\^^geTy)rs  dragon  there  did  make: 

There  was  I borne  ofhoufe  and  ftocke  not  bafe 
Though  of  meane  wealdi  inferiour  to  my  race. 
II 

But  though  to  me  dame  Fortune  wasbut  fpare. 

That  by  my  birch  fmall  welch  to  me  there  grew, 
Yet  Nature  did  withbountie  great  and  care. 
Supply  tliat  want,  by  fairc  and  comely  hew. 

My  feemely  perfonage,  mybeauticrare. 

To  me  the  liking  of  full  many  drew: 

My  quallicies  thereto, were  quaint  and  iollie. 
Although  I know  topraifeones  fclfc  is  follie. 

Within  this  towne  a great  rich  man  did  tarrie. 
Learned, and  wife,  and  old  beyond  all  credit. 

For  ear  hcdyde,he  on  hisbackc  did  carrie, 

Full  fixfoore  y eates  and  eight  at  leaft,he  fed  it: 

An  hundred  yearcs  he  liued  foUitarie, 

But  after  that  (you  know  what  humor  bred  it) 
Helou'd  a dame,&  widi  his  wealth fo  wrought  her 
Tliat  at  the  laft  he  gat  ofher  a daughter. 

*4 

And  leaft  the  daughter  ftiould  prouc  like  the  mother 
To  fell  her  chaftitiefor  filchie  pelfe, 

Sttutntc.  Which  whofoeuer  fels,it  quite  yndpeh  her, 

Although  ftie  thinks  fhe  doth  enrich  her  felfe, 
Therefore  he  bred  her  far  re  from  fight  of  other. 
And  by  the  hclpc  of  many  a hellifli  clfe. 

Which  by  bis  skill  in  Magicke,  he  could  mafter. 
He  built  this  houfc  of  Tutch  and  Allablafter. 


Tlanaca 

Caimm  (imnto/ 
^»mar  tmned 
imoa  dragon, 

tmlt  the  Stir  >tt 
efThel/s.  . 


Sttntoct, 
TuUy/aitb,  la- 
vs prof  nt  fttdtm 
fctttHore.a’id 
Cates  Oliver [t. 
Ucc  teccUaudts 
sttc  te  culfautris 
iffe. 
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He  caufed  chaft  old  womcn,her  to  nourifti 

In  this  fame  houfc,  in  which  fhe  grew  moftfaire. 
And  in  thofe  years  whe  y oudi  doth  cliicfly  florifh. 
He  let  not  any  thither  to  repairc, 

T hat  were  in  looks,or  fpecch,or  manners  whorifli 
But  contrarie,  he  caufd  in  marble  faire. 

Or  elfe  on  tables  to  be  drawnc  and  earned, 

. All  filch  whofc  chaftitics  had  praife  defamed. 
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Nor  onely  filch  ashaue  in  auncient  times. 

Bene  patterns  true  of  manners  chaft  and pure. 
And haue  oppofd  againft  all  fleftily  crimes, 
Moftchaft  and  vertuous  thoughts(a  bucklcrfurc) 
By  which  their  name  to  fuch  hyc  honour  climes, 
As  their  great  praife  fhall  euermore  induce: 

But  fuch  as  (hall  excellintimesio  come. 

Of  which  thofe  cight,that  erft  you  faw  be  fome. 

17 

Now  when  this  aged  fire  had  with  his  skill, 

Caufed  his  daughter  be  thus  choifely  bred. 

It  was  my  hap,((hall  1 fay  good  or  ill  ?) 

That  I was  deemd  moft  worthy  her  to  wed; 

And  that  old  man  bare  her  fo  great  good  will. 

He  gaue  to  me  this  houfe  thus  furnifticd. 

With  nccdfull  things  within  it  and  without  it. 
And  all  the  lands  in  twentie  mile  about. 

18 

But  her  owne  (hape,  fo  pleafd  my  heart  and  eyne, 
That  for  the  reft  1 did  but  little  care. 

For  needle  workcs,and  for  embrodries  fine, 

I thinkc  her  skill  with  might  compare: 

Tohearcherplay  or  fing,athingdcuine 
It  was,  her  ftroke  fo  fweetc,her  voy ce  fo  rare: 

In  other  fey  cnces>her  skill  was  fuch. 

As  was  her  fathers, or  almoft  as  much. 

>9 

Great  was  her  vvit,no  lefle  then  wit,her  fauour. 

As  might  in  fencelell'c  ftones  afFeftion  mouc. 

To  this  (he  had  afwcete  and  kind  behauiour. 

As  aboucall  the  reftingcndredloue. 

It  feem’d  her  foie  delight  was  in  my  fauour. 

Out  ofmy  fight,ftie  was  moftloth  tomoue: 
Sohued  I, and  ftillhad  liued  fo, 

But  tliat  my  felfe  did  worke  my  felfe  this  wo, 
zo 

For  when  her  father  finifht  had  his  life. 

Which  was  fiue  yeares  after  I had  his  daughter, 
Then  grew  the  caufesof  tliis  wofuU  ftrife. 

That  vnto  forrow  turneth  all  my  laughter  j 
For  when  I doted  moft  vpon  my  wife. 

And  of  the  world  the  chifeft  iewcll  thought  her, 

A dame  ofnoble  birth, of  perfon  feemely, 
Happend  to  fall  in  loue  with  me  extrcemly, 

at 

This  dame, forpa(fing skill  in  Magicke  art. 

Was  comparable  to  the  beft  Magicion, 

But  yet  for  all  her  skill,  my  conftant  hart. 

She  could  not  moue  nor  turne  on  no  conditionj 
To  cure  hcrmalladic,  or  eafe  herfmart, 

I ftill  refufed  to  be  her  Phifition : 

Bccaufe,thc  med’ein  that  ofme  (he fought. 

An  iniurie  vnto  my  wife  I thought. 

Yet 


ChathHwenst, 
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Ycc  washer  bewtlc  much, I muft  confefle, 

And  great  her  offers  fhe  to  me  did  make, 
Bcfide,thc  loiic  flic  did  to  me  profefle. 

Would  moue  a manfome  care  of  her  to  takc^ 

But  my  wiuesloucjdid  me  fo  firmepoflefle, 

I aU  reieAedjOncly  for  her  fake. 

And  that  which  moft  to  her  my  liking  drew. 

Was  that  1 found  her  ftill  fo  kinde  and  irew. 

The  good  opinion, and  the  ftrongfurmife, 

1 had  of  my  wiucs  chaftitie  and  truth. 

Would  without  doubt,hauc  made  me  todefpife 
The  Dame  ,whofcbcwty  bred  to  Troy  fuchruth. 
And  all  the  wealth, though  laid  before  mine  eyes, 
lhat/«Mooffcrd  to  the  Troian  youth, 
y et  my  rcfufall,  and  her  oft  rcpulfes. 

No  part  of  her  great  loue/rom  her  expulfes. 

24 

MtlyfftSo  was  this  cnchauntrefle  name. 

Seeing  that  ftill  in  vaync  to  me  fhe  fewed. 

Once  finding  me  at  lcyfure,to  me  came, 

And  in  moft  cunning  fort,hcr  fuit  renewed. 

And  fecretly  flie  kindled  iealous  flame 
Within  my  breftjwhichoftlfincehauc  rued. 

She  faith,I  do  bur  well  fo  true  to  be 
Vnto  my  wifc,if  Ihe  were  fo  to  me. 

Buthow  knowyou(faith  flie)your  wife  is  trew, 

T hat  of  her  faith  as  yet  no  proofc  hauc  made. 

You  neucr  let  her  go  fcant  from  your  vew, 

When  none  can  come  to  vicchertoperfwade* 
Nor  none  can  fee  hcr,none  to  her  can  lew, 

Tis  eafie  to  refift  where  none  inuade, 

Toprayfe  her  truth  vntride,is  to  much  haft. 

Your  care, and  not  her  vertuc  keeps  her  chaft. 
z6 

But  get  you  but  from  home  fomt  htle  while. 

That  men  tofuc  to  her  might  takeoccafion, 

And  thinkingyou  arc  abfent  many  a mylc. 

With  letters  and  with  gifts  to  make  inuafion. 
And  then  if  you  fliall  finde  in  her  no  gu  ilc. 

If fiiey eeld  not  to  gifts,and  to  perfwalion, 
Sofliehauc  hope  to  do  it  vnefpied. 

Then  thinkc  your  wife  is  chaft,when  that  is  tryed. 

With  thefc  and  fuchlike  words  th'InchantrefTc  fly, 
Mou’d  me  to  do  that  that  hath  me  vndonne. 
Namely jtogiuc  confent  my  wife  to  tryc. 

If  fo  Ihc  could  by  fuch  aflaults  be  wonne: 

Buthow  lhall  Ibewellafrur’d(faidl) 

To  know  at  my  returne,what  flic  hath  donne. 
And  whether  (he, after  fo  great  alTayes, 

Hauc  at  my  hands  deferued  blame  or  pray  fc. 

28 

Forfooth(faid  flic)l  will  on  you  beftow, 

A drinking  bowle,not  much  vnlike  that  cup. 
With  which  Morgena  made  her  brother  know, 
fraud,whcn  he  thereon  did  fup: 

Who  drinks  hcreofjhis  wiucs  trutliplaine  fliall 
If  flit  be  chaft,he  drinks  the  liquor  vp,  (know 
But  if  a cuckold  to  carrowfedoth  thinkc. 

He  fheddeth  in  his  bofoinc  all  the  drinkc. 


Now  caryou  go,thc  cup  I wifti  you  taft. 

And  you  fliall  drinke,pcthapps  and  lliall  not  fpill, 
Bccaufcasyct,!  thinkc  your  wife  is  chaft, 

As  neucr  becing  tempted  vnto  ill; 

But  try  againe  when  as  a month  is  paft. 

And  you  fliall  fee  I trow,a  pretic  skill. 

For  then  I grauntjthat  if  you  drinkc  it  cleanly. 
About  all  mcn,you  blcfled  arc  not  meanly. 

30 

I tookc  her  ofFer,and  I tooke  the  fay. 

Of  that  fame  curfed  cup,with  fwcet  fuccefle, 
Finding  my  wife  vnfpotted  to  that  day. 

As  1 my  fclfe  was  fure,and  flic  did  guefl'e: 

Now  ftraight(quoth  (he)  to  part  from  licce  away. 
For  one  or  two  months  fpace, your  ftlfe  addrefle. 
Then  try  at  ycur  rcturnc,howyou  liaue  fped, 
Ifyou  clrinke  cleane,orif  the  drinkc  you  Ihcd. 

31 

But  now  this  parting  fuch  apenaunce  feemed. 

As  I indeed  could  by  no  meanes  endure. 

Not  that  of  my  dearc  wifc,I  ought  mifdecaicd. 

For  her  of  all  the  reft,I  thought  cock  furej 
Butthathercompaniclfo  cftcemed; 

Well  then  (Milyjfa  faith)I  will  procure. 

If  you  will  dojbut  what  1 fliall  you  teach. 

That  you  lhallchangc  your  cloths,your  fliape,an(l 

32.  (Ipcach. 

And  fb  you  fliall  your  fclfe  to  her  prefent, 

And  make  your  felfe  a plaine  and  perfeft  proofc. 

1 fooliflilic  to  this  deuife  aflent. 

And  fb  it  hapt,  that  hence  not  farre  aloofc, 

A knight  of  large  rcuenuc  and  of  rent. 

Dwelt  at  Giabana,fit  for  this  behoofe, 

His  perfbnage  was  brauc,his  purfe  well  lyncJ, 
Hisyearcsbutyoungjto  p'lnta  all  inclyned. 

That  gallant  youth  had  one  day  bene  a hawking. 

His  hawke  by  hap,into  my  garden  flew. 

He  comming  thether, found  my  wife  a walking. 
And  much  he  likt  hcr,at  the  very  vew; 

But  when  he  had  a while  with  her  bene  talking, 
Toburninglouc,his  warme  affeftion  grew, 

, That  after  that/uil  many  wayes  he  prou’d  her, 
Ifhis  rcqiieft  to  graunt,he  could  hauc  mou’dher. 
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But  hauing  ftill  fuch  Ihort  and  fliarpc  rcpulfes. 

He  meanes  no  more,in  that  foild  (bit  to  wade, 

But  from  his  thought, her  fliape  he  not  expulfes. 
That  firft  to  giuc  the  bold  attempt  him  made; 

So  well  Mtlyffa  knew  to  touch  my  pulfcs. 

To  take  his  formc,flie  doth  me  foone  perlwadcj 
Iftraight  was  chag’diknownothownorwhearc. 
In  face, in  clothes, in  fpcach,in  eyes, in  hcare. 

, . 3? 

Now  hauing  to  my  wife  a talc  deuifd. 

As  tliough  to  th’EafH  then  my  iorney  tooke. 

And  bceing  like  this  youth,  fo  ftrangc  difguifd 
In  gate, in  voyce,3pparcll,and  in  looke, 

1 came  as  fly  Melyjjn  me  aduifd. 

And  flie  did  like  my  Page  or  Lackic  looke, 

Vnder  her  armc,bearing  a lick  flasket. 

In  which,of  icwcUs  rich  flie  had  a casket. 

Hh  iiij 
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Senstnce. 


I that  well  knew  each  roome,camc  in  fccurely. 

Into  the  houre,niy  Page  and  I together3 
There  where  my  Ladie  fat  alone  demurely, 

For  neither  groome  as  then, nor  mayd  wasw  her. 
Then  I expound  my  loue,and  that  more  furely. 
She  may  beleeue  my  words,  I needs  would  giue 
Rubies  & Dy  amonds,perles  of  palling  price,  (her. 
The  wicked  bay  t$,to  draw  good  minds  to  vice. 
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I bad  flicfliould  efteemethis  gift  but  fmall 
To  that, flic  might  of  me  in  time  exlpeft, 

I fay d,her  husbands  abfence  fit  did  fall. 

And  wifedome  bids,occafions  npt  neglefb 
Iprayd  her  weigh, my  conftantloue  withal!. 
Which  long  had  lifted, though  without  effeft, 
Laftly,!  fware  1 had  fome  grace  deferued, 

Hauing  folongjhauing  fo  trucly  ferued. 

3*^ 

At  firft  flie  bill  ftit,and  lookt  with  lowring  cheare. 
And  would  not  hearken, but  did  ftill  retire. 

But  th’Oriet  pearls,&  ftones  that  ftionne  fo  clearc 
Did  molljfie  her  hcart,to  my  defire.’ 

Softly  file  faith,  but  fo  as  I might  heare, 

That  for  the  thing,which  I fo  ofvequirc. 

She  graunt  it  would,and  would  on  me  beftow  it. 
So  flie  werefurc  that  none  befide  mightknow  it. 
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This  anfwere  was  to  me  a poyfond  dart, 

Toftrike  my  fouIe,indefpcratcdifeafe> 

Straight  on  my  heart, my  head,  and  eu’rie  part, 

I felta  frofeniealoufie  tofeafe; 

And  prefently  Mtliffa  by  her  art, 

Reftor’d  my  fli3pe(as  (he  could  do  with  cafe.) 
How  lookt  my  wife(thinkyou)wheby  my  trapping 
She  found  her  felfe  thus  foulie  taken  napping. 

4'> 

Both  of  vs  lookt  like  aftics,pale  and  wan. 

We  both  ftood  dumc,we  both  caft  down  our  eye. 
Scarce  able  was  my  voyce(do  what  I can) 

To  feme  my  turne, while  I did  thinke  to  ciy: 
Wouldft  thou  then  wife  vnto  an  other  man. 

Mine  honour  fell,ifhe  the  fame  could  buy? 

She  held  her  pcace,and  anfwer  made  me  none, 
Onely  flie  wept, and  made  a pitious  mone. 
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Much  was  the  fliamc  but  much  more  the  difdainc. 
That  of  my  foolifli  vfage  tane  flic  hath. 

Within  duebonds  flie  could  not  it  containc. 

But  that  it  brake  to  fpite,  to  hate,to  wrath: 
Refolu'd  with  me  no  longer  to  remaine, 
WhcnP/ie6»j  charter  trod  his  Weftern  path. 

That  night  in  a fmall  barge,that  was  her  owne, 
Down  ftreamc  flie  fwimmcth,as  if  flie  had  flownc. 
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Early  next  day jflie  doth  vnto  that  knight, 

Her  fclfc  prefenr,that  her  before  had  loued. 

In  whofedifguifedfliapc,  I had  laft  night, 
Bothgainft  mine  own,&  gainft  her  honor  prouedj 
Well  might  you  iudge  it  was  a Wellcome  fight 
Toliim,thac!ong  before  fuch  fuit  had  moued. 
From  thence  Ihe  fends  to  me  this  meflage  plainc. 
That  flie  would  neucr  come  at  me  againe. 


Ah  woe  was  me,for  from  that  houre  to  this. 

She  bydes  with  him,where  me  they  lout  & fcomc. 

And  I that  could  not  fee  my  fugred  blys. 

Now  by  forgoing  it,am  quite  forlomej 
Nor  can  I fay  but  iuftmypcnaunceis. 

Which  ftill  growes  morc,and  will  till  1 be  wornc,) 

And  furc  one  y ear  e, of  life  had  quite  bereft  me, 

Saue  for  one  onely  comfort  that  was  left  me. 
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Onely  this  comfort  brought  me  fome  relecfe,  <A[mtcmftrU 
That  for  thefpace  of  tcnyeares,all  my  guefts, 

(Though  many  of  their  wiues  had  great  bclecfc) 

Yet  ftill  they  ftied  the  drinke  vpon  their  brefts; 

Tofindefo  many  partners  in  my  greefe, 

Affwageth  much  the  paine  that  me  molefls, 

Onely  your  felfe  hath  been  the  onely  ftraungcr. 

That  hath  refufd  a draught  of  fo  great  daungcr. 

45 

My  ouermuch  defire  to  lift  my  wife, 

In  fo  precife,and  in  fb  ftraight  a fort. 

Makes  that  I ftiall  not  now  in  all  my  life, 

Line  one  good  houre,cndurc  it  long  or  fliort; 

Glad  was  Melyjja  thatprocurde  this  ftrife. 

But  foone  I turnd  and  marred  all  her  fport. 

For  finding  flie,was  of  my  harme  procurer, 

1 hated  hcr,and  could  no  more  endure  her. 
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She  that  did  findc  her  felfe  difdained  mearly. 

Where  ftie  had  hoped  to  haue  found  reward. 

And  ilie,whom  flie  profeft  toloue  lb  dearly. 

Her  lou  e and  kindnes  nothing  to  regard, 

The  griefe  hereof  did  touch  her  minde  fo  nearly, 

Toleauethis  country  flie  forthwith  prepard. 

And  euer  fince  farre  hence  flie  is  abyding. 

Whereas  of  her,we  heare  no  newesnor  ud'ing. 
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Thus  told  the  wofull  knight,in  dolefull  wife. 

This  ruefull  tale  vnto  his  noble  gueft. 

Who  with  compaflion  moued,thus  replyesj 
Cerres  Melyjfat  couiifell  was  not  beft. 

That  did  without  diferetion  you  aduife, 

Toangerwapres,orfoto  ftirre  iheir  neft,  Stmente.uu  itt 

And  you  your  felfe  did  greatly  ouerflioot  you,’  Lttin,y^eUtr- 
To  feeke  a thing,whofe  finding  would  not  boot 

48  (you. 

what  maruell  is  it  if  your  wife  were  wonne 

With  gifts,and  were  tolightnes  Ibone  allured? 

Is  flie  the  firft(thinke  you)that  fo  hath  donne? 

Nojoor  the  fiftithbeyouwell  afliired, 

Y ea,minds  full  foud  haue  wated  powre  to  fliunnc 
Such  baytes,and  haue  not  fuch  affaults  endured: 

Haue  you  not  heard  of  men  that  haue  for  gold. 

Their  mafters  and  their  friends  moft  deareft  Ibid? 
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You  fliould  not  with  a dart  lb  fierce  alTayle, 

If  to  fee  her  defend  her  felfe,you  Ibu^t, 

Know  you  not  Marble  walls  cannot  auayle. 

Nor  fteelcjif  gold  be  to  the batt’rie brought? 

Surely  your  felfe  of  duetic  more  did  fayle. 

In  tempting  her, then  flic  in  beeing  caught. 

Perhaps  if  Ihe  had  tempted  you  fo  Ibre, 

YourfoUie  wouldhaue  been  as  much  or  more. 

Thus 
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Thus  (pakc  ^tuddo,  and  withallhc  rofc, 
Andpraydhe  might  betake  him  to  his  reft. 
Minding  a while  him  felfe  there  to  repofe. 

And  after  to  depart  he  doth  requeftj 
Small  time  he  hath,  aud  that  he  would  dilpofe 
With  great  regard,  for  fo  he  thinks  it  beft; 

The  gentle  knight  tells  him  that  whe  it  pleafe  him. 
He  may  within  his  chamber  reft  and  cafe  him' 

SI 

But  if you  will  vnto  my  counfell  harke, 

And  that  you  haue  (as  you  pretend)  fuch  haft, 

I will  appoint  for  you  a litie  barke. 

That  lhall  with  oares  conuay  you  fafe  and  faft. 
There  may  you  fleepe  the  while  you  find  it  darkc, 
And  when  your  ftomacke  ferucs  you, take  repaft; 
Thus  may  you,downe  the  ftreame  in  faftie  Aiding, 
Win  a whole  night,  and  faue  a whole  dayes  riding. 

Si 

K^nddo  this  good  offer  doth  accept. 

And  gaue  him  hartie  thanks,  then  tooke  his  barge 
And  found  his  hoft  with  him  hadpromife  kept. 
Making  of  needfull  things  prouiuon  large: 

No  fooner  was  he  fetled,but  he  Aept, 

Only  bcforche  gaue  the  ftearmen  charge. 

If  that  to  Aeepe  to  long  it  did  befall  him, 

When  he  came  nearc  Ferrarajthen  to  call  him. 


Now  did  the  knight  of  France  in  quiet  Aeepe, 

And  paft  by  diuerfe  townes  of  count  the  whiles. 
And  ftill  the  barge  a pace  moft  fwift  dothkeepe. 
On  the  right  hand,  where  Poe  makes  diuerfe  lies: 
And  now  the  Rofie  colour  gan  to  creepe 
Toth’EafterncskiejWhenhauingpaftfome  miles, 
Bandano  then  the  ftears  man  wakt  ^enaldoj 
Hauingdifeouerd  both  rocks  of  Tealdo. 


Wheron  when  as  the  knight  his  eye  had  fixt. 

He  faith,  O happie  place  that  I behold. 

Of  which,  by  vcw  of  wandring  ftarres  and  fixe. 
My  cofin  Mdagign  oft  foretold. 

How  that  by  heau’nly  doome  it  was  prefixe. 
On  thee  to  lay  fuch  blcAings  manifold, 

As  that  thy  glorie  to  fuch  height  fliould  rife. 
Of  Italic  to  hold  the  chiefeftprife. 
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Thus  good  Heitddo  fpake,the  while  his  bote, 

Downe  that  fame  ftreame  did  fwim,or  rather  Ay, 
And  when  the  knight  came  nearer,  he  did  note 
The  place,  that  feemed  then  all  waft  to  ly. 

And  with  amooriftiwaterallon  Aote, 

Yet  did  he  much  reioyce  thcrof,for  why. 

He  knew  that  that  fame  towne  in  future  time. 
Ordained  was  to  great  renownc  to  clime. 

s<s 

His  cofin  Mdagige  and  he  * whileare. 

Had  paft  that  way,  what  time  his  cofin  told. 

That  when  the  Ramhad  tane  the  golden  fpheare. 
That  fourth  is  plaft  in  height, fcaii’n  hunderd  fold, 
Then  fhould  there  be  the  braueft  Hand  theare, 
That  cuer  fea,  or  ftreame,  or  lake  did  hold. 

So  well  replcniAied  that  none  fliould  dare. 

With  this  T^uficao  Hand  to  compare. 


And  that  it  Aiould  for  building  faire,  difgrace 
T Aerius  lie,  that  Capiy  they  do  call. 

And  that  th’Hcfperidcs  AiouId  giuc  it  place, 
Forpaffing  fruits,  and  fiindric  forts  withall: 
Befide,  more  ftore  of  bcafts,  for  vfc,or  chafe, 

Then  Circes  erft  did  keepe  in  field  or  ftaU, 

Thit  f^etms  with  her  fonne,and  all  the  Graces, 
Should  chufe  this  fear,  and  leaue  all  other  places* 
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And  that  a certaine  Prince  fliould  this  fulfill. 

So  prouident,fo  flout,  lb  wife,  fo  ftayd. 

As  hauing  powre  vnited  to  his  will. 

Should  with  ftrog  Rapiers  fence  the  tovvn(he  faid) 
That  no  foes  Aiould  haue  force  to  worke  her  ill. 
Nor  flie  Aiould  neuerneedofforren  ayd: 

And  that  the  man  by  whom  this  muft  be  donne, 
Should  be  both  Htrclet  fire,and  Mercies  Ibnne' 

y? 

Thus  while  the  knight  of  France  with  great  delight. 
Did  call  to  mynd,whac  Aiould  another  day, 

Vpon  that  happie  Citie  there  allight. 

His  water-men  fo  luftily  gaue  way. 

That  of  the  place  he  foone  had  left  the  fight. 

And  keeping  on  the  right  hand  all  the  way. 

They  went  beyond  Saint  Gr^rges  in  an  howre, 

And  paffed  by  Giabatuu  ditch  and  Towre. 
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And  now  ^endde,  as  doth  oft  befall 

That  one  conceipt,  an  other  out  doth  driuc. 
Began  the  knight  to  memorie  to  call, 

That  laft  did  him  kind  entertainment  giue,  ' 
That  had  iuft  caufe  this  Citty  aboue  all 
To  hate,and  Aiould  haue  ftill  while  he  did  liue: 
Further  the  curfed  cup  he  cald  to  minde. 

In  which  men  may  their'lpoufes  falfliood  finde. 
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Laftly  of  his  hofts  later  ipeach  he  thought. 
Concerning  that  fame  cup, and  how  they  fped, 

I mean  his  gu  efts, that  that  fame  triall  fought. 
Into  their  bcfbmsjftill  the  liquor  fticd: 

Now  he  dothhalfc  repent  he  mift  the  draught, 
Yethewasglad  therof,forwhy  (he  fed) 

Had  it  falncwelljwhathad  igottherby? 

If  not,  in  what  a cafe  had  then  bene  I? 

6t 

I now  belceue  fo  well,  as  hauing  tried 

With  good  fucceffc,  better  beleeue  I fliould  notj 
So  that  I might  haue  well  bene  damnified. 

But  by  my  triall  mend  my  ftate  I could  not. 

But  what  griefe  had  it  bene  if  I had  Ipied, 

By  my  moft  deare  Clariccythst  I would  not? 

Much  may  they  leefe,  but  gains  get  fmall  or  none, 
That  will  in  play  a thoufand  lay  to  one. 

^3 

Thefe  later  words  lb  lowd  and  plaine  he  fpake, 
(Though  to  himfclfe)that  he  that  fteard  thebotej 
Who  to  his  Ipeach  and  geftures  heed  did  take. 
The  words,  and  meaning  of  his  words  did  note; 
Wherfore  a further  caufe  of  fpeach  to  make. 

As  one  that  though  he  ware  a liu’rie  cote. 

Yet  was  well  fpoken,  and  of  good  bold  fprite. 

He  ftraight  doth  fall  to  reafon  with  the  knight. 
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In  fine, the  fumme  of  all  their  argument, 

Wa!)  that  his  wit  was  much  to  be  controld, 

That  fought  to  make  to  great  experiment, 
Ofwomens  cruths,more  then  their  force  ca  hold: 
For  Ihe  that  can  with  chaft  and  firme  intent, 
Maintaine  her  truthjagainft  aflault  of  gold. 
Might  eu’n  as  eafelie  defend  the  fame, 

Againlt  a tlioufand fwords in  midft  of  flame. 

To  this  the  Bargeman  fayd,you  fure  may  fivear  it. 
They  muft  not  be  aflayld  with  dartes  fo  fierce. 
For  their  foft  brefts,to  tender  arc  to  beare  it, 

Sith  coats  of  founder  oroofe/uch  (hot  will  pierce: 
And  fure  a pretie  tale(ifyou  would  heare  it) 

I could(faith  he)to  this  effeft  rehcarfe, 

How  one,that  had  his  wife  to  death  condemned. 
By  her, in  greater  finne  was  apprehended. 
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I meone  the  talc  of  that  ^donh,  which 
Gaue  the  great  gift,vnco  tire  Judges  wife, 

A litle  dogge  that  made  his  owner  rich, 

A thing  that  in  thefc  parts  is  knowne  fo  rife. 
Surc(raid  the  knighr)mine  cares  to  heare  it  ich. 
For  ncuer  yet  I heard  if  in  ray  life." 

Then  ifit  plcafcyou,  heare  it  nowyou  fhal. 

The  Stears-inan  faid,and  thus  began  his  tale. 

^7 

There  was  a learned  Lawyer,  calld  by  name 
^nfeln2titjaqt:nc  heare  in  our  neighbour  towne. 
That  fo  long  ftudied^//i/Viw,  till  he  came, 

Tobea  iudge,and  weare  a fcailet  gowne. 

And  lulling  won  great  wealth  he  woo’d  a dame. 
For  bewtic  and  for  ftate  of  great  renownc; 
Wedded  they  weare  ,for  better  and  for  worfe. 

So  he  herperfon  like, (o  flie  his  purfe. 
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Hcrquallicies  and  hauiour  paft  the  reft. 

She  feemed  all  oflouclynes  compofed, 

Not  fit  indeed  for  him,that  was  to  reft, 

'^And  to  his  bookes,more  then  to  Iports  difpofed: 
Wherfofe  foulc  iealous  thoughts  his  mind  polTeft, 
And  that  his  wife  playd  falfe,he  flill  fuppofed, 
Yetcaufevvasnone,of  herfo  to  mifdecme, 

S aue  that  to  fay  re,and  vvittic  fhe  did  feeme.' 

^9  . 

Now  in  the  felfe  fame  Citie  dwelt  a knight, 

(To  ncare  a neighbour  to  this  man  of  law) 
■Tha^'was  of  that  fame  ftockc  defeended  right. 
That  had  their  oflpring  from  the  ferpents  iaw, 
From  whence  the  Fairy  eakejthac  A/awtohight, 
And  built  our  Citie, doth  her  lynage  draw. 

This  knight  that  was  Adonio  caildby  name, 
V/as'much  enamord  on  the  louely  dame. 
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And  that  he  might  attaine  this  Ladies  loue,  r 

He  doth  begin  to  fpend  beyond  all  meafure. 

In  clothes  in  feafts,his  calling  far  aboue. 

In  Jhowes“,in  playes,to  do  his  miftres  plcafure. 

To  beare  the  charge  thereof  it.  would  behoue, 
Tohaue  that  Emperour  Tiherm  treafure. 

So  as  I iudge,ere  winters  twaine  were  paft. 

His  lands  were  quite  confum*4,hi;,fpcntfofaft. 


Wherefore  compelld  to  ftrike  his  loftie  faylcs. 

He  fodainlie  furccaft  his  ftatelic  port, 

The  houfe,now  that  the  Lords  reuenu  fayles. 
Stood  folitarie,quite  without  refort: 

There  were  no  Fefaunts,Partrigcs,nor  quayles, 
Hispittaunce  now  was  grownc  but  bare  & ftiorr. 
And  he  that  earft  was  king  of  all  this  feafting, 

Pl.iy d leaft  in  fightjnow  doubting  of arrcfting. 

And  therefore  lothing  to  be  knowne  or  fecn. 

He  purpofdin  this  place  not  long  to  tarrie. 

But  with  a minde  to  Icaue  his  country  cleen, 

. He  ftale  away  fro  thence  all  folitarie: 

Onelie  her  loue, that  ofhisheart  was  Queen, 

In  all  his  woes  he  ftill  with  him  doth  came, 
Butloe  when  as  his  Ebb  did  foememoft  low. 
Fortune  ftraight  made  his  tyde  moft  high  to  flow. 
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For  as  he  wanderd  here  and  there  abroad. 

He  faw  how  tiiat  a fturdie  clou  ne  and  ftoUt, 

With  a great  ftafFe,layd  on  no  liticload, 

Vpon  a buJh,ftill  beating  there  about: 

Adonio  in  the  jilace  makes  fome  aboad. 

And  asL't  the  caufcjof  that  fame  country  lout. 
Who  told  him  that  a monftrousfnake  and  huge. 
Had  taken  that  fame  bufli  for  a refuge, 
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And  told  him  how  he  all  that  do  did  make. 

With  minde  to  finde,and  kill  it  ere  he  part. 

Adonic  for  his  creft  did  giiie  the  Snake, 

And  tliei  efore  lou’d  and  fauord  fiiakes  in  hart. 

As  from  whofe  kinde  he  did  his  gentrie  takq 
Wherefore  vnto  the  clown  he  doth  impart 
His  minde  fo  farre,at  laft  he  him  perfwaded. 

To  let  alone  the  fnakc,he  fo  inuaded. 
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1 his  done, he  went  as  he  was  bent  before, 

Farre  from  his  country, where  he  was  vnknown. 
And  fo  indur'd  till  feu’n  whole  yeares  and  more. 
Of  woe  and  want,ouer  his  head  were  blown; 

■ But  the  great  loue  he  to  his  miftres  bore, 

Forft  him,though  now  all  out  of  faJhion  grown. 
With  bufbiebeardjleane  checks,&  ragged  cloths. 
To  turne  vnto  tbeplace,that  motthelothes. 
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In  this  meane  time,cttir  towne  had  caufe  to  fend, 
Somefage  Arabafladoprvnto  the  Pope, 

That  muft  vpon  his  holynes  attend. 

And  for  his  fuite  to  take  a whole  yeares  fcope: 

The  Judge  by  lot  was  chofen  to  that  end, 
(Oheurfed  lot  tbatkilled  allhishope) 

To  Jhunne  this  office  he  tryes  many  ihifts,  , 

By  fcufesjpromifesjby  pray’rs  and  gifts. 
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But  finding  that  he  ftraueagainft  theftreame, 

Ac  laft  againft  his  willjhe  takes  the  place. 

Though  to  depart  into  an  other  Reame, 

It  feemed  vnto-him,  a grieuous  cafe, 

Hisicaloufie  t^ierewith  grew  moft  extreame* 
Misdoubting  his  wiues  truth,fo  long  a fpacc,: 
Nath’lcs  her, in  moft  graue  and  frendly  fpeech. 

To  haue  great  care  thiereo^he  doth  befeech. 


Quid  in  the 
third  of  the  raid 

hath  a tale  of  Tim  ■ 
r (flat,  that  rvab  1 
fmtting  of  two 
fnal^es  changed 
bn  ihapt. 
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Scntcact.  Hc  faith,!  woman  cannot  take  vpon  her. 

With  bevy tic,riches, nor  with  high  Nobillitic, 

To  clay  me  the  true  deferued  pray  fe  of  honcr, 
Ifchaftitic  dofaylebyherftagiJlitic, 

This  is  the  vertue  that  defends  her  owner, 

And  now  Ihc  may(he fayth)with  great  facillitie, 
Attatne  great  prayfe,  & (how  thcrof  great  proofe. 
While  hc  is  for ft,to  ftay  fo  fatre  aldofe. 


fiarum  ulum 
tttctffumtji. 
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Thefe  words  he  fpakc,and  many  fuch  as  theafe, 
Thereby  tomoue  her, to  continue  true. 

And  fli^poorc  fou!e)yct  free  from  fuch  difeafe. 
His  parting  thencc,did  much  lament  and  rucj 
Swearing  that  fooner  men  ihould  drayn  the  fcas, 
Then  draw  her  minde  fo  to  forget  her  due, 
y ea  firft  ftie  will  eu’n  dye  the  death  (he  faith. 
Rather  then  foto  fallifie  her  faith. 

80 

The  fudge  appeafd  with  this  her  proteftation. 

Began  to  haue  of  her  thelefle  miftruft. 

But  yet  his  fond  and  iealous  inclination, 

So  moues  him, that  fcarch  further  needs  he  muft: 
Hc  had  a friend  that  could  by  coniuration. 
Foretell  of  future  matters  true  and  iuft: 

Were  it  his  skill  in  Magick,or  inftarrs. 

His  gueffe  was  fuch,as  that  it  feldome  arts. 
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He  (peaketh  to  that  friend  to  this  cfFcd:* 

That  hc  his  wiues  natiuitie  would  caft, 

Tolcarne  ifhedid  right  or  wrongfufpeft. 

That  Ihe  would  in  his  abfcncc  liuc  vnehaft: 

The  man  thus  prayd,the  figure  doth  ereft. 

And  m their  place  the  Planctts  all  he  plaft, 
.Anfelmus  leaues  him  bufie,and  next  day> 
Commeth  to  heafe  him  what  he  hath  to  fay. 
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Twas  long  before  th’Aftronomerwould  (peake. 

Loth  that  tofpcakc,that  would  the  iudgeofFend, 
With  many  feufes  friuolous  and  weake. 

He  fhifts  him  ofF,but  vrged  by  his  frend. 

He  told  him  flatlie  fhe  would  wedlock  breake. 
And  that  fhe  would  to  him  prouc  falfe  in  th’cnd, 
Not  mou’d  by  bew tic,  nor  by  fuit  defired. 

But  eu’n  for  lucers  fake  dircftly  hyred. 
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Now  when  ^ofelmut  former  bad  beleefc. 

Was  newly  reconfirmd  by  Sphears  fupernall, 
DoubtlelTe  it  did  fo  much  augment  his  greefe, 

I thinkehis  torture  paft  thepaines  mfernall. 

And  aboudall  the  reft, this  greeu’d  him  cheefe. 
And  to  his  heart  a corfiue  was  etcmall, 

Tothinke  tli.\t  Auarice  ftiould  her  entile, 

Vpon  her  chnftitie  to  fet  a price. 
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Yet  to  preuent  all  that  fuch  minde  might  breed, 
Moft  earncftly  he  bendeth  all  his  powre, 

For(as  they  fay)man  is  compelld  by  need. 

To  rob  the  Church,and  hallow’d  things  douowrc. 
His  iewclls,plate;and  ftock  that  did  exceed. 

He  put  all  in  her  hands,thatprcfent  howrc. 

And  made  it  hcrs,ali  by  a deed  of  gift. 

And  told  her  plaine  what  was  herein  his  drift. 


Hc  faith  hc  giues  it  heron  this  condition. 

Not  that  fhe  fhould  ftriue  to  increafe  or  mend  it. 
For  why(he  faid)fhc fhould  haue  free  commiflio, 
Tofell,iogiuc,caftitaway3and  fpend  it. 

But  oncly  that  fhe  fhould  auoyd  fufpition, 
Ofwedlock  breach,and  by  no  mcancs  offend  it. 
On  this  condition,all  hc  then  bequeaths  her. 

That  he  may  findc  her  fuch  as  now  hc  leaues  hen 
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Further  hc  doth  her  earncftly  exhort. 

That  prcfently  when  he  is  gone  his  way. 

She  fhould  for  more  efehuing  of  refort. 

Not  any  longer  in  the  Citie  ftay. 

But  at  his  country  houfe,where  in  good  fort. 

Till  his  returnc,thc  fcafon  pafle  fhe  may.* 

Belike, he  thought  in  tillers  of  the  ground. 

And  country  fwayncs,entifcmetsnone  are  found. 
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His  lonely  wife  .^)jt<*,all  this  Ipace, 

Hanging  about  his  neckc  while  hc  did  fpeake. 
With  kindly  tcares  bedewed  all  his  face. 

And  much  it  grccu’d  her  to  be  iudgd  fb  weake. 
And  to  be  deemed  fo  deuoyd  of  grace, 

That  in  his  abfcnce  fhe  would  wedlock  breake. 
Her  manners  haue  not  been  fb  light  or  vicious. 
She  faith, to  moue  hinno  be  thus  fufpitious. 
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I fliould  to  long  in  this  one  matter  dwell, 

Ifall  that  paft  between  thepi  two  at  large. 

When  he  departed,!  toyou  fhould  tell. 

Still  ittcrating  that  his  former  charge: 

Now  on  his  way  he  goes, God  fpced  him  well. 
Great  was  the  griefe  that  did  his  heart  furchargcj 
But  thus  they  part, her  eyes  all  full  of  tcares. 

His  minde  of  icaloufies,and  thoufand  feares. 
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This  while  ^donio  looking  pale  and  wan. 

As  carft  I told, and  ouergrown  with heare. 

To  trauell  to  his  country-ward  began. 

Hoping  that  no  man  now  would  know  him  thcarc. 
He  trauells  in  the  fecretftfbrt  he  can, 
Vnfeen,vnknowne,tjll  he  arriued  whcarc. 

He  relcude  had  the  fnake,fcu’nyeares  before. 
That  by  the  clown  purfiied  was  fo  fore. 
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Arriuing  at  this  place  by  breake  of  day. 

He  faw  a Ladie  walking  ncare  the  lake. 

Who  though  fhe  feemd  attyrd  in  ftraunge  array, 
Y et  for  fome  great  eftate  one  would  her  take. 
Her  count’nance  did fuch  maieftie  bewray: 

She  toward  him  with  ftately  gate  did  make. 

And  looking  on  him  with  a gracious  chcarc. 

She  fpake  thefe  words  fo  loud  as  he  might  hcarc, 
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G entleman,thou  gh  you  do  not  know  my  face. 

Yet  am  I bound  to  you, and  am  your  frend, 

I am  your  cofinjand  of  Cadmut  race. 

Our  royall  ftock  doth  lyneally  defeend, 

' I am  that  iff  «»f9,that  in  yond  fame  place, 

To  build  that  towne  did  firft  begin  and  end. 

And  Mantua, according  to  my  name, 

Tis  calJd  as  you  perhapps  haue  heard  by  fame. 


*1 
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OfTajiriestlooK*  I am  a Fayrlc,and  to  make  you  know, 
mtbtHtftarit,  To  be  a Fayrie  what  it  doth  import. 

We  cannot  dye  how  old  fo  car  wc  grow: 
Ofpainesandharmesof  eu’ric  other  fort 
We  taft,onelie  no  death  we  nature  ow; 

But  which  is  worfe  then  if  our  lines  were  fliorr, 
Each  fcu’nth  day  we  conllratned  arc  to  take, 
Vpon  our  felues  the  perfon  of  a fnake. 
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To  be  transformd  to  Serpents  vglie  hew. 

That  creepeth  lbll,and  on  his  beilie  goth, 

Is  fuch  a gnefe  to  vs,to  tell  you  true. 

Not  one  of  vs  but  then  to  hue  doth  loth: 

Now  thatl  further  may  declare  to  you. 

Whence  this  my  kindnefle  that  1 fpake  ofjgroth, 
Know  this  what  day  wchaue  this  curled  lhape, 
Infinit  daungers  we  dohardlic  Icapc. 
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Tbtm  cemts  No  lining  thing  is  lothed  more  then  they, 

thefajmg  (cane  Iboner  one  of  vs  is  fpy  de, 

ptim  avgue  But  w e are  chaft  and  hunted  out  liraight  way. 

And  if  we  finde  noplace  our  felues  to  hy  de. 

They  lay  on  loadjand  beat  vs  fo  that  day. 

That  we  the  paine  thereof  long  after  by  de, 

And  who  wttild  not  ratheroncdcaih  hauechufed 
Then  cuermore  beaten  to  be  and  btuled. 
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Now  Sir,the  benefit  that  I confeffc, 

I hauc  rcceau’djin  which  your  me  tit  ftands, 

Was  this,(bmlcu’nyearesfince,or  not  much  lefle. 
As  you  did  wander  ou’r  thefe  woods  and  lands, 
Youfaued  me  from  daiinger  and  diftrcir., 

I fhould hauc fufferd  at  a villens  hands;  (latter. 

Who  though  he  could  not  flay  mc,neac  the 
Sought  wi^  a cudgill  me  to  bruife  and  batter, 
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For  why  thofe  dayes  that  we  be  fnakes  (flie  faith) 
Creeping  with  groucling  bellyes  on  the  ground. 
The  hcau’nsjthat  other  times  our  heft  obay’th. 
Deny  cs  tlieiraide,in  vs  no  force  is  found, 
Somtimes  the  fonne  at  our  comand’met  ftay’th. 
The  ftedie  earth  mouethjand  runneth  round. 
And  we  can  by  ourpowre,caufe  in  a trife, 
ife  tumc  to  flame, and  fire  congealc  to  yfc, 
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Now  hearc  I comc,your  curtfie  to  requite, 

Which  feu’n  yeares  fincc,to  me  done  I did  note, 

~ Now  to  reward  yo»  I haue  powre  and  mighr, 
Whilel  am  free  iom  ferpents  curfed  cote, 

Three  times  your  fathers  w ealth,  you  fh  all  eat 
Poflefle,  and  I will  fet  you  fo  a flote,  (night 

You  neuer  fhalbe  poore,to  your  hues  end. 

But  eiier  haue  the  more,che  more  you  Ipend. 

98 

And(for  1 know  that  in  your  former  knot. 

In  which  loue  bound  you  firft,youfl:illare  tide) 

I will  direct  you  fo,by  wayes  I wot. 

You  r fuit  fhall  not  be  vnto  you  denidc: 

Now  that  the  icalous  iudge  at  home  is  not,’ 

Go  thither  ftraight,and  1 will  be  your  guide. 

She  now  is  at  her  husbands  country  village. 
Attending  there  goodhufwifric  and  tillage. 
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Furthcr,(hcdothat  large  to  him  deuife. 

How  he  fhall  go, in  what  apparell  clad. 

How  he  fhall  tempt  hcr^n  what  manner  wife. 
And  how  to  graunt  his  fuit,fhe  fhould  be  glad; 
Then  told  fhc  how  fhc  would  her  fclfc  difguife. 
For  why  jfor  eucr  in  her  powre  fhe  had, 

Sauing  the  dayes  in  which  flie  was  a fnake. 

What  fhape  &elift,vpon  her  felfc  to  take. 
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Thus  fhc  difguifd  him  like  a pilgrimc  poore. 

That  on  his  fhouldcrs  doth  a wallet  bear  e. 

And  doth  for  Gods  fake  beg  from  doore  to  doorcj 
A gowne  of  Fryres  gray  fhe  made  him  wearc, 

A ftraunge  apparell  for  a gallant  woer: 

Into  an  Ifland  dog,witli  fhagged  hcare. 

As  white  as  E;  mins, and  the  pretieft  clfe, 

That  eucrnaturcmade,fliechangd  her  felfc. 
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And  thus  they  to  <A-gi<u  houfc  refbrt, 

Firft  to  feme  vttcr  roomcs,in  which  were  by  ding 
The  Hindes  and  Laborers  of  meanerfort, 

Hcare  he  with  certain  p)’pcs  ofhis  prouiding. 
Made  his  dog  daunce, and  make  fuch  prcticlportj 
That  glad  was  he  could  bring  his  miftres  tiding. 
Who  needs  would  fee  as  much  as  they  had  fccncj 
Such  was  the  Doftors  deftenie  I weene. 
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jUamo  to  her  prcfcnce  thus  admitted, 

Commaunds  the  deg  which  in  all  points  obayd. 
His  tiirnes,hisdaunccs,andhis  gefturcs  fitted. 
So  due  and  iuftjto  all  the  pilgrim  fayd. 

They  mufde  to  fee  a dog  fo  rarely  witted. 

And  marking  ftill  the  quallitics  he  playd. 

In  feeing  them  they  take  great  minh  & pleafure, 
Andprayfdthelitle  dog  beyond  all  meafurc. 
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Much  wonder  firft,but  after  much  defier. 

Bred  in  theludgcswife,the  dog  to  get. 

She  bids  the  nurfe  the  dog  to  buyer  bier,' 

And  tty  what  price  the  man  thereof  would  fet: 
Damc(faid  the  Pilgrim)  had  your  miftres  by  her, 
Incoynedgold,asmuchas  cueryet, 

A womans  thought  did  wifh,ic  would  not  boot. 
Of  this  fame  dog  of  mine  to  buy  on  foot. 

i'^4 

And  plainc  to  fhew  that  that  was  true  he  fayd. 

And  that  it  rather  better  was  then  worfe. 

He  tookcher  ftraightafide  with  him  and  prayd. 
The  dog  to  giue  two  duckets  to  thequrfe. 

The  dog  but  ftiookc  his  eares,and  out  he  layd 
T he  gold;  there  take  andpiit  it  in  thy  purfc 
^donio  faith,and  thinke  what  priced  able, 

, Tobuyadogthatisfb profitable.^ 

lOJ 

Wliat  earl  askc,this  dog  to  me  willbring, 
Embroderd  gowncs,kertles  of  clothof  gold, 

A cheine  ofpcarlcja  iewell.or  a ring, 

In  fhorter  time  then  it  can  well  be  told; 

Yet  tell  my  Ladie  this,{hehath  a thing. 

For  which  alone  my  Spaniell  can  be  fold. 

To  pay  me  gold  or  coync,  I count  it  dodging. 

But  I will  fell  it  her, for  one  nights  lodging. 

This 


Loe\eiHthtAl> 

lufm. 


I 

I 


Thiswai  flHl0 

dealing. 
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Thisfaydjhcfcntby  her  as  for  a token, 

A gem  of  paffing  priec,thcn  newly  made; 

The  niirfe  rewaided  thus,and  fayrely  fpoken. 

And  vfd(pcrhaps)  to  traffick  in  Inch  trade, 

Went  back  thcrcwith,3ndhauing  fitly  broken 
The  matter  firft,hcr  miftresdoth  perfwade, 

To  buy  the  dog,r3yjng  llie  might  atchicue  it. 

With  fuch  a price, as  is  nolollc  togiiicir. 
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At  firftjthe  fay  re  ^rgia  backward  drew, 

Partly,as  beeing  loth  to  breake  her  faith, 

Partly  miftrufting  all  could  not  be  trew. 

The  which  the  tailing  nurfe  before  her  layth; 

But  (he  with  othes  doth  her  firft  talc  renew'. 

And  that  fuch  offers  feldomc  come  (he  faith, 

In  fine  (he  wan  her  miftres  to  agree. 

Next  day  morepriuatly  the  dog  to  fee. 
ic8 

^donios  next  apparance  in  the  place, 

Became  the  Dodors  ruinc  and  confiifion, 

Such  duckcts/uch  fpur  Ryalsin  like  cafe, 

Such  gems  he  fhewd  indccd,or  by  illulion, 

He  moUifid  thereby  my  Ladies  grace. 

So  that  {he  made  the  bargayn  in  condulTon, 

And  this  did(as  I decme)the  rather  moueher, 
When  as  Ihe  knew  he  was  her  auncient  loner. 
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Thushertrue  louers  prcfcncc,and  his  prayer. 

The  comforts  ofhernurfe,that  whorilh  drudge. 
The  great  rewards  he  prefently  did  pay  her, 

The  abfence  long  of  that  fame  iealous  ludge; 
Laftly,the  hope  that  furc  none  would  bewray  her, 
Wipt  from  her  confcience  fcruple  all  and  grudge. 
So  that  (he  tooke  his  dog,and  for  his  labor, 

Gaue  him  free  leaue  to  play  vpon  her  taber. 
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Thus  now  ^doruo  frankly  rcapt  the  fruir. 

Of  that  fayre  Ladies  louc  that  ht  had  wonne. 

The  which  he  followd  ftill  with  fwectptirfuir, 
Vnto  their  likings  both:  this  while  the  Sunne, 
Before  the  ludgc  full  ended  had  his  fuit,  (runne, 
Through  twife  fix  fignes  his  yearely  courfe  had 
And  home  he  came  at  laft,(ufpeding  fore. 

That  which  th’Aftronomer  had  told  before. 

Ill 

But  car  into  his  owne  houfe  he  would  go, 

Firft  ofth’Aftronomertoaskehement, 

Whether  his  wife  had  taryd  chaftorno, 

Eucr  fince  he  on  his  AmbalTage  went: 

The  cunning  man,  that  ment  the  troth  to  (how, 
Doth  calcul3t,to  fee  how  ftarres  were  bent. 

And  when  that  he  the  Planets  well  had  vewd. 
That  (he  had  playd  the  quean, he  doth  conclude. 

II  a 

And  that  it  was  befal’n  as  he  forefhowed, 

How  (he,with  mightie  gifts  and  bribes  allured. 
Her  felfe  vpon  an  other  had  beftowed. 

The  wretched  Iudge,with  no  fmall  griefe  indured. 
To  heare  thefe  newes,&  though  to  true  he  trowed 
The  fame,yet  feeklng  to  be  more  affured. 

He  cals  the  nurfe  afidc,at  his  home  comming, 
And  feekes  to  lift  her  with  no  litle  cunning. 


V/ith  diuers  circumquaqucs  and  deuifes. 

He  fecketh  of  the  nurfe  to  findc  the  trace, 

But  (he  in  (peach  (b  warie  and  fo  nyce  is, 
Beeingbchke  well  ftudied  in  the  cafe, 

7 hat  all  his  cunning  Ipeach  her  not  intices. 

Bur  that  (he  ftill  denidt  with  Ifiamelefle  face. 
That  which  (he  knew,and  whereofher  perfwafion 
Had  bene  in  part,though  not  the  chiefe  occafion. 

114 

When  as  the  iealous  ludgc  had  long  in  vayne. 
Tempted  the  nurfe  with  promifes  and  gifts. 

And  that  hefaw  for  all  his  fearch  and  payne. 

He  found  Idfecerteinticjthc  more  he  lifts, 

. He  doth  expeft  totry  a further  traync, 

As  one  not  vnacquainted  vvitli  fuch  drifts. 

He  watcht  a timc,whc  they  (V.ould  fall  to  bralling. 
As  ftill  where  women  arc,  is  oft  befalling. 

And  as  he  thought  indeed  fofell  it  out, 

The  icftic  nurfe  one  day  not  plcafed  well. 

Came  vnto  him  at  their  next  falling  out. 

And  of  her  owne  accord, the  truth  dotli  tell: 
Thinkc  you, w hen  as  the  ludge  had  heard  her  out. 
How  be  did  chafcjand  fret, and  fume  and  fwell. 

So  ncarc  vnto  his  heart  and  brayne  itfitts. 

It  litic  wanted  to  hauc  reau’d  his  witts. 

116 

And  in  this  agonie  refclu’d  to  dye. 

And  finifh  both  his  own  dayes  and  his  wiues. 
Meaning  his  griefe, and  her  great  (hamc  thereby 
To  wipe  away,with  ending  both  their  hues. 

He  tutneth  ro  the  Citie  by  and  by, 

As  that  fame  defperat  defire  him  driucs. 

And  thence  a truftieferuant  with  inftruiftion. 

He  fends  of  purpofe  for  his  wiues  deftrudion. 
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He  bids  him  tell  in  his  name, 

That  oh  the  fodian  he  wasfal’n  fo  ficke, 

Thatbur  ro  him  without  delay  (he  came,  (qiiickc: 
The  doubt  was  great  (he  ihould  not  finde  him 
Wherefore  her  lorney  with  more  (jieed  to  frame, 
To  ryde  behind  this  man, who  in  a thickc. 

That  was  right  in  the  way  vnto  the  Citie, 

Had  charge  to  kill  her  there  without  all  pitie. 
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And  ftraight  accordingly  iheferuant  went, 

To  fiiy  and  do,as  much  as  he  was  bidden. 

But  (he  foretold  of  that  their  fell  intent, 

(For  nothing  from  her  litle  dog  was  hidden) 

.And  taught  wichall,the  fame  how  topreuent, 
Away  with  this  fame  fcru.iiit  (he  is  ridden. 

And  in  few  houres  arriued  at  the  wood, 

Where-hc  waspurpofd  to  hauclhcd  her  blood. 
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Then  did  he  rcll  to  hcr,his  mafters  willj 

And  drew  his  fword  a fpeedic  death  to  giue  her, 
Onely  he  offerdjcarhcwouldhcr  kill. 

To  graunt  her  time,to  pray  God  ro  forgiue  hen 
I cannot  tell  you  bv  what  manner  skill. 

She  did  her  felfe  forth  ofhis  hands  deliuer. 

But  gone  fhe  was,hc  fcckuig  all  about, 
AndforhiHifcjhc  could  not  finde  her  out. 
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Backe  went  the  fellow,with  aftonyed  face> 

With  trembling  hearc,and  courage  all  difmayd. 
And  made  his  mafterjat  the  wondrous  cafe. 

No  leflc  then  he  had  bene  afore  afrayd, 

Heknew  not  how, by  Faery  Mantos  grace. 

His  wife  could  when  (he  lift,haue  hclpe  and  ayd, 
For  why  the  nurfcjthat  did  the  reft  vnfold, 

1 knew  not  why, but  this  (lie  neucr  told. 
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The  Doftour  now  was  plagud  with  griefe  extreame, 
Far  more  then  cuerhc  had  felt  before. 

What  earft  was  bu  r a mote, is  now  a beamc, 

Nor  he  one  iot  rcuenged  is  the  more; 

His  (liamc  will  now  be  blazd,ou’r  all  the  Rcame, 
And  all  men  now, will  laugh  at  him  therefore. 

The  former  errourjUught  hauc  bene  concealed. 
But  this  to  all  the  world  wilbe  reuealed. 
laa 

He  thinkes  that  fure,after  fo  plaine  detedion, 
Ofhis  feJlonius  minde,of  which  I Ipake, 

She  will, to  kcepc  her  out  of  his  fubiedion. 

To  fomc  great  Lord,forthwith  her  fclfe  betake, 
Andliuein  (jiiteof  him,with  fuch  protedion, 

And  fo  a mocking  ftockc  of  him  to  make,. 

But  moft  he  doubts dcaft  to  Ibme  man  (he  goth. 
As  is  a leatcher,and  a ruffian  both. 
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Wherefore  (b foulc  a mifehiefe  to  preuent. 

He  (pares  no  paine,no  traucU  nor  no  coft. 

To  eu’rie  towne,in  Lombardie  he  fent. 

With  letters  and  with  mclTages  in  poll; 

And  further,  he  himfelfc  in  perfon  went 
To  feckc  his  wifc,thac  was  fo  ftraungely  loft, 

But  all  in  vaine,for  why  of  her  abiding, 
Noincklinghe  could  heare, nor  any  tiding. 
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And  toconclude,atlafthc  caldhis  man, 

That  man  that  made  to  him  the  ftraunge  report, 
And  bids  him  (how  the  placc,and  if  he  can. 

Where  his  lewd  miftres  vaniftit  in  fuch  fort: 
Theferuant  ftraighttoleadthe  way  began. 

And  to  the  place, together  they  refort, 

Bu  t(which  was  ftragc)whcre  earft  he  left  a wood, 
A wondrous  ftately  palJace  now  there  ftood. 
lay 

Tlic  fayre  .^r^Mcaufed  had  this  fpace, 

Her  Faery  to  ered  there  for  her  plcafure, 
Anhoufc  of  Allablafter  in  the  place. 

Guilt  and  fet  forth,wich  coft  beyond  all  meafure: 
Twere  hard  to  thinke,much  lelTe  to  tell  w grace, 
What  bewtic  was  without, within  what  treafure; 
My  mafters  houfc,fr6  whece  laft  night  you  came. 
Was  but  a palcric  Alehoufe  to  this  lame. 
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Of  coftly  Arras, there  was  lb  great  plentic. 

Of  beds  of  filke,  imbroderd,frclh,and  new. 

As  fi.irni(htchabcrs,more  the  ten  times  twentic. 
And  halls, and  whatlbeucr  was  in  vew, 
Candlcfticks,cups,&  bowls  of  ftones  moft  dentie, 
Ofprecious  (ubftaunce,and  offtindry  hew. 

To  be  imployd  for  eating, and  for  drinking. 

And  (lore  of  gold,  and  hike  beyond  all  thinking. 


Now  Sir,the  wretched  Iudge,as  I fayd  earft. 

That  to  feeke  out  his  wife  had  here  afligndc. 
Finding  this  houfe,in  ftate  as  I reheard. 

Where  he  had  thought, nothing  but  woods  to  finrl 
With  wonder  great  his  mazed  head  was  pearft. 
And  doubted  not  a litle  in  his  minde. 

Whether  himfelfe  were  (leeping  then  or  waking. 
Or  if  his  troubled  braync,were  in  due  taking. 
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He  (ees  a Giptian  (landing  at  the  doorc. 

Blabber  lipt,  beetle  browd,and  bottle  nozed, 
Grcafie  and  naftie,Iiis  apparell  poorc. 

His  other  parts,as  Painters  arc  difpofed. 

To  giiic  to  £/»/);  fuch  a Blackamorc 
Could  not  be  feene  el(c  where, as  he  fuppofed. 

So  vile  a vifage,and  fo  bad  a grace. 

To  make  eu’n  Paradife  a lothfomc  place. 
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^nfelmui  feeing  none  but  thisfamc  drudge. 

Went  vnto  himjand  prayth  him  make  it  known, 
Whofe  hoiifc  this  was:the  Giptian  tels  the  ludge. 
That  he  himfelfe,the  ftately  houfedoth  own:  * 
The  Iudge,tha t he  doth  mock  him  fure  doth  ludgc 
And  pr.iycs  the  certain  truth  to  him  be  (hown; 
The  Negro  doth  affirmc  with  many  an  oth. 

That  that  which  he  had  faid  bcforc,was  troth. 
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And  that  he  plainlie  might  the  truth  perccauc. 

He  prayes  him  vew  the  houfe  at  better  leafurc, 
Offringtogiue  himlibertie  nndlcaue. 

Of  any  thing  was  thcre,athis  ownepleafiirc. 

For  him  or  for  his  frends,to  take  and  leaue. 

And  cu’n  as  ofhis  owne,to  make  free  (eaftirc: 

The  Doftor  maruels,thatruch  libcrallitie. 

Could  be  in  one,offo  bafe  (how  and  quallitic. 

But  yet  the  Iudge,beeing  fo  fayre  intreated. 

In  fiendly  forc,dothftom  his  hbrfe  alight. 

And  fees  the  houfe, as  I before  repeated. 

With  wonder  great, and  with  as  great  delight. 

So  richlie  furnilhedjfo  Princely  feared. 

So  braucly  built  for  vre,as  well  as  fight. 

And  eu’rie  part  with  other  (b  agreeing. 

He  could  not  fatisfie  his  eyes  with  feeing. 
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Now  when  the  ludge  came  back  againe  ,he  told 
He  near  faw  houfc,fo  pleafing  to  his  eye. 

Adding, he  thought  that  ten  times  Crajitt  gold, 
Were  a fcant  price, (b  rare  ahoufc  to  buy: 

Yet  mayfthe  Negro  (aich)this  houfe  be  (bid. 
Though  not  for  coyneffor  not  for  coyn  care  I) 

Yet  for  fome  other  ware,which(urclguc(rc, 

You  willcfteeme  at  price  a greatdeale  lelTe. 

In  fincjhe  made  to  him  the  like  requeft. 

As  SodOmits  made  for  the  guefts  of  Lot-, 

The  ludge  him  and  his  motion  doth  deteft. 

Who  though  flue  times  repulft,yet  ceafeth  not. 

But  him  with  (b  large  offers  ftill  he  preft. 

That  in  conclufion,like  a beaftly  for. 

So  asitmight  be  done,  in  hugger  mugger, 

The  ludge  agreed,thc  Negro  him  (hould  ( [). 
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,/lrff‘a  that  there  by  vnfeene  had  ftayd, 

Seeing  him  falne  into  the  finne  forenamed, 
Difclold  her  TelfCjand  Iharply  did  vpbrayd 
His  filthy  faft,that  iu/tly  might  be  blamed) 

A iudge(raid  l}ic)rcputcd  wife, and  ftayd, 

Sinne  tlius-whcrcwuh  the  Doiftor  was  fo  lhamed. 
He  wiftit  the  earth  would  cLaiie  vnto  the  center. 
That  he  to  hide  himlclfcjthercin  might  enter. 

But  ftieexclaimeth  onhimftill  anew’. 

For  his  more  fliamc,and  for  her  more  excufc. 
Saying, what  punilhment  were  fit  for  you j 
For  this  foulc  finnexagainft  all  natures  vfe? 

That  did  no  Icfle  then  death  tome  thinke  dew. 
For  fuch  a fmall,and  natiirall  abufe. 

With  one  that  lou’d  me,and  whofe  gift  was  fuch. 
As  ten  fuch  houfes  are  not  wortli  fo  much. 

If  one  deathdid  vnto  my  fault  belong, 

One  hunderd  deaths  were  fit  to  thine  to  giue, 
And  though  my  fclfc  am  in  this  place  fo  ftrong. 
That  if  I liftjthou  (houldft  no  longer  hue. 

Yet  will  Ido  to  thee  no  further  wrong, 

Butpardon  thee, and  thou  ftialtme  torgiue, 

And  quite  each  other,all  old  debts  and  driblets. 
And  fet  the  bares  bcad,againft  the  goofe  gyblcts. 
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Andlcthenceforthpeace  follow  in  efFecft, 

As  ought  to  be  between  the  man  and  wife. 

Nor  cuer  tone  to  tother  once  obieft. 

Our  former  fault  in  all  ourfuturc  life; 

Glad  was  the  ludge'and  did  itnotnegleift. 

To  take  this  frendly  end  of  curfed  ftrifej 
Thus  as  good  frends,they  lined  many  a yearc. 
And  while  they  liu’d,  they  lou’d  each  other  dearc. 
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Andhercthe  ftcers-man  did  hisftorie  end. 

With  which  he  moil’d  the  worthy  knight  to  laftcr 
Who  blamd  the  Doftor,thar  did  fo  offend. 

And  talked  of  the  fame  a good  while  after: 

But  much  he  did  .yfrgutf  wit  commend. 

Or  at  the  leaft,thc  wit  of  her  that  taught  her, 
Tomake  the  ludge  into  that  net  fallin. 

In  which  her  fclfe  was  falne  with  far  lefle  fin. 
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Now  when  the  Sunne  gan  mount  vnto  the  South, 

A litlc  Table  in  the  Barge  wasfpred, 

And  then  the  knight  began  to  feed  his  mouth. 
When  fleepe  his  eyes, and  talkehis  eares  had  fed. 
The  Mantuan  athis  chatges,him  allowth. 

All  fine  Acates  that  that  fame  country  bred. 

The  while  his  fwimmingvellclldothforfakc 
*rhe  pleafant  country,and  vnpleafant  lake. 
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From  thence, he  held  his  courfe  ftill  forward  right, 
‘The  Riuer  running ftraight  as  any  lyne. 

Which  when  they  pafTcd  had  with  fpeedic  flight, 
Vpon  the  tother  hand  they  did  decline: 

* And  by  a ditch, and  ftanding  poolc  in  fight. 

Ear  of  that  day,werc  fpent  full  houers  nine 
Vnto  Rauenna,as  they  were  commanded^ 

They  went, and  there  noble  IR^nddo  landed. 
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Although  Kenddo  could  but  fcldomc  boft, 

Of  ftore  of  coync,yct  now  fuch  ftorc  he  had. 

As  to  the  Bargemen  of  his  frendly  hoft. 

He  gauc  a largeffe  fuch,as  made  them  glad: 

From  thence  to  Rimini,hewcnt  inpoft, 

' And  changing  horfes  ftili,now  good,  now  bad. 

That  night  at  Mountfiorjhedidbutfiip, 

And  fo  t VrbynOjCar  next  Sunne  was  vp. 
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Then  Caglie,and  from  thence  the  Alpes  he  paft. 

Then  th'Vmbrys  and  Etrufcians,thence  to  Rome, 

That  Cilii  it 
called  Trapamdi 
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And  fo  by  Barke,to  Oftia  in  great  haft 
He  went, then  to  that  C itie  he  dotli  come , 
Which  good many  ages  paft. 
Ennobled  with  his  fire  ./Inclyfes  toome. 
Then  ftraight  by  fcadie  went  vnto  this  lie. 
Where  1 did  leaue  Or/<j»</D,fince  a while. 
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I meanethat  lie, that  Lippadufa  bight. 

Wherein  the  famous  warriors,three  to  three^ 
The  combat  that  Ifpake  of  earft  did  fight. 

The  which  Renddo  longing  fore  to  lee. 

With  ores  and  faylsjOiade  all  the  haft  he  might. 
But  yet  for  all  his  haft,it  would  not  be. 

The  winde  did  for  hispurpofe  feme  fo  flacke. 
More  then  an  hourc  to  late, it  kept  him  back. 
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So  that  eu’n  much  about  that  time  he  came. 
When  as  Orlando  had  that  conqueft  wonne, 

]n  which  vnto  his  cuerlaftingfamc. 

Two  Turki(hPrinces,vnto  dcatli  were  donncj 
Yet  was  fome  forrow  mingled  with  the  fame. 
Both  for  the  death  of  Monodantes  forme. 

And  Oliueros  hurt, of  which  he  found 

Such  gricfe,he  could  not  fet  his  foote  to  ground. 
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Now  as  the  Earle  Renaldo  did  imbrace. 

He  could  not  chufe,but  foed  a ftreame  ofteares. 
When  as  he  lhow’dhim,in  the  prefent  place, 
Bra»dimart,\nto  whom  fuch  louc  he  beares. 

Lye  newly  flayne,with  pale  and  liueleffe  face*' 

Alio  to  weepe,%»<»^<fanot  forbearcs. 

To  fee  his  death, and  eake  his  cofins  bmfe 
So  grieuous,that  his  foote  he  could  not  vie. 
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Rmddo  comforts  them  in  all  he  may. 

Although  himfelfe,of  comfort  tafted  leafl, 
Chieflic  to  thinke  by  his  vnluckie  ftay. 

He  was  come  tardie , to  fo  great  a feaftr 
This  while  the  wofull  feruantsdid  coniiay. 

Their  mafters  coarfess  to  the  towne  diftreft, 

1 meane  Byferta,whcre  they  made  it  known. 
Which  fide  prcuayld,and  which  was  ouerthrown.- 
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Of  this  fame  conqueft  that  Orlando  wonne, 
Sanfinet, and  ■yl^olfowcre  full  glad; 

Yet  ioyd  they  not  fo  as  they  would  hauc  donne. 
If  Bran  limart, his  death  then  had  not  had. 

The  fall  of  noble  Monodantes  forjac, 

Strake  them  into  a dumpe,and  made  thetn/ad. 
But  who  lhall  now  impart  to  TUrdeliege, 

The  wofulUolTcjOfhcr  dcarc  Lordandliege? 
li  ij 
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Her  felfe  had  dreamt  a ftrange  dreame  ouernighr, 
Which  did  her  minde,infcarefuU  fort  difmay. 
She  dreamt  the  bafes  of  her  loued  knight. 

Which  flie  imbrodred black  this  other  day. 

With  Ipotts  of  red  were  powdred  all  in  fight. 

And  on  the  fame, like  ftorme  ofhaylftones  lay. 
That  fhe  had  done  it  fo,{he  fure  beleeued, 

And  with  the  thought  therof,was  greatly  greeued. 
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Further  (he  thoiightjthat  to  her  felfe  fhe  fed. 

Did  not  my  Lord  command  me  black  to  make  it, 
What  ment  1 then  to  mix  it  fo  with  red, 

And  in  fo  ftrange  a manner  to  miftake  it? 

An  ill  prefage  in  her  this  fancie  bred, 

And  for  an  euill  token  fhe  did  take  it,  (her. 

The  came  thefe  newes  which  none  imparted  with 
Till  th’Englifh  Duke,  and  Sanfintt  came  thither. 
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When  they  came  in,  and  that  fhe  well  had  heeded 
Their  count’nances,in  fuch  a conqiieft  fad. 

No  further  newes, no  further  notice  needed. 

To  make  her  know,thcy  brought  her  tidings  bad: 
Forthwith  her  griefe,androrrow  fo  exceeded. 
Scarce  any  powrc  her  vitall  (pitits  had. 

But  prefendie  in  palc,and  deadlie  fbundj 
She  fell  moftpityfullie  on  the  ground. 
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But  when  that  life  came  to  his  courfe  againc* 

Her  tender  chcekes,and  her  fayic  haire  fhe  tare. 
Oft  calling  on  his  loued  name  in  vaine, 

Whofe  lofle  had  bred  in  her  fuch  wofuU  care. 
Screeching  and  crying  out,with  griefe  and  painc, 
Like  thofe  with  deuills,that  pofTcflld  are. 

Or  as  the  ^fe/WwjWith  found  of  home. 

In  fiirious  manner  all  about  were  borne. 

This  manjand  that,to  lend  fhe  doth  entreat 
Aknife,whercwith  her  felfe  fhe  murder  may. 
Straight  to  the  hau’n  fhe  runnes  with  furie  great. 
Where  the  two  bodies, of  the  dead  kings  lay , 

With  minde  to  mangle  them,andbrufc  and  beatj 
Then  to  the  fea  fhe  will,thete  is  no  nay. 

And  paffe  toLyppadufc,and  there  abide. 

And  end  her  lifc,byBr4;»d/»i4ri5  dearc  fide.. 

Ah  Brandimart  my  lou  ed  Lord(fhe  faid ) 

What  ment  I without  me,to  let  thee  part? 

Ay  me  vnluckie  wretch, in  that  I ftaid, 

And  was  not  prefent  there,to  take  thy  part; 

Nine  eye  might  vnto  ihcc,haue  bene  an  aid, 

My  voyce  might  haue  aftifted  thee  in  part. 

And  if  Gradafj'o  thee  behind  had  ftricken. 

One  cry  of  mine,might  thee  both  warnc,&  quic- 
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Or  clfe  perhaps, fb  well  1 might  haue  iped  me. 

As  to  haue  ftept  the  blow  and  thee  bctweenc. 

If  thou  hadft  fcapt, although  it  did  behed  me, 

I would  haue  faid,that  it  had  happie  been, 

Now  dye  I will, though  death  no  whit  can  fted  me. 
And  though  I know, my  death  is  fruitleffe  clecn. 
Whereas  if  I had  dyde  in  thy  defence, 

My  death  had  profit  bred, and  not  offence. 


lyf 

And  if  the  heau’ns  had  bene  lb  hard  in  this, 

That  I could  not  haue  holpc  thee  in  the  place, 
Atleaftmy  laftfarewcll,andfollemne  kiffc, 

I fhould  haue  giu’n  thee,  and  thy  louely  face, 
Bedewd  with  ccares,and  car  to  hcau’nly  blyffe. 
Thy  foule  had  flown,l  fhould  haue  had  the  fpace. 
To  fay,departfrom  hence  in  peace  my  dearc. 

And  know,I  haue  not  long  to  tarric  hearc. 

Is  this(dcare  Br4ndirMrt)\s  this  thy  raigne, 

Of  Damagyrc, whofe  feepter  I fhould  take? 

Is  this  the  dowre,thou  doeft  forme  ordaine? 

Is  this  the  royall  leat,of  which  you  fpake? 

Ah  fortune  hard,how  friuolous  and  vaine, 

Doft  thou  my  hopes,and  my  defignements  make? 
Ah  why  ceafle  I,fith  fo  great  good  is  reft  me. 

To  catt  away  what  eucr  elfc  is  left  me? 
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With  this,againc  fo  great  her  fiiric  grew, 
Shemadcvponherfdfca  frefh  aflalt, 

And  hcrfayrchaire,fhe  rent,and  tare  anew. 

As  if  hcrfayrch3irc,had  bene  in  the  fair, 

Eu’n  fro  her  tender  cheekes  the  bloud  the  drew. 
Still  dewing  them,withwatrie  tcares  and  fait: 

But  let  her  here  a while  lament,  and  mourne. 

For  to  Orlando^  muft  now  retournc. 
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who  with  hiskinfman  that  did  now  require, 

Somc  cunning  Leach  his  grieuouswoud  to  cure, 
And(for  to  Brandimart did  defire. 

To  giue  an  honorable  fepulture:) 

Went  to  that  hill,that  doth  the  night  with  fire 
Make  cleare,&  doth  the  day  with  fmoke  obfeure, 
Andfo  the  windc  didfauourhis  intent. 

In  twentie  houres,he  came  to  Agringent. 

Here  whe  they  were  downe  fro  their  fhips  allighted. 
The  Sunne  eu'n  then  preparing  to  go  downe. 
They  fent  abroad  and  in  great  haft  inuited. 

The  chiefe  Nobillitie  of  all  the  towne; 

Straight  at  the  fhore,of  torches  ftore  was  lighted. 
And  many  menofhonour,and  renowne. 

When  as  Orlando  to  the  fborc  retourned. 

Wet  with  him  to  the  corps,  & with  him  mourned. 

1^0 

There  Bardyn  ftood,a  man  well  ftricke  in  yeares. 

And  in  fuch  fort  to  wayle  he  did  perfeuer, 

That  with  aboundant  fheddingofhis  tcares, 

Men  thought  he  would  haue  loft  his  eyes  for  euer; 
To  blame  thehcau’ns,&  ftarres,he  not  forbeares. 
But  roaring  like  a Lyon  in  a feaucr. 

Tare  his  gray  haire,and  all  about, it  fprinkled. 

And  fjiared  not  his  aged  skin,and  wrinkled. 
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When  as  the  Palladinc  approched  neare. 

Straight  doubled  was  the  mourning  noifc  & crye. 
Each  ftiiu’d  who  fhould  rooft  forrowfuU  appeare. 
And  eu’rie  one  lift  vp  his  voyce  on  hy  c; 

Orlando  with  more  heauie  heart,then  chcarc. 

Still  keeping  fixed  on  the  beare  his  eye. 

When  filence  firft,by  fignes  procur’d  he  had, 

Vtcerd  thefe  words,with  mourning  voyce  & fad. 

O flout. 


UmagfTi 
Kealme  ofrv 
BrSJinmrt 

W- 
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Loukfin  thefio- 
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OftoutjO  dcarc  companion  mine,and  frcnd, 

Thai  here  arc  dead, but  liu’ft  inheaucniy  feat. 
Where  thy  great  ioyes  fliall  neuer  haue  an  end, 
Nor  eucr  be  impaird  with  cold  or  heat : 

Pardon  mcyec,in  chat  Ido  offend, 

To  wayle  my  woc,and  mifcric  fo  great. 

My  forrow  is  nor,tor  thy  parting  hence, 

But  chat  my  felfe  am  fo  long  ablenc  thence, 
iCj 

T o thinkc  that  he  is  feuerd  now  fo  far. 

In  whom  I ioyd,this  doth  my  pame  increafej 
I was  with  thee, in  tempefts,  and  in  war; 

Why  am  I not  with  th.;e  m calme,and  peace? 

0 mirie  flelh,that  me  from  bly  Ife  doth  bar. 

Why  cannot  I obtaine  a like  relcafe, 

Sith  llill  1 was  copartner  of  thy  painc. 

Why  am  I kept  from  part  of  fo  great  gaine. 

To  you  the  happie  giierdon,and  the  gaine. 

To  vs  the  lollc,and  damage  ail  is  left, 

Germanic, France, and  Italic  complaine, 

Tlicir  chiefc  dcrence,&  their  chiefc  buckler  reft-’ 
How  (hall  my  Princc,and  vncle  now  fuff  ainc, 
(Wanting  fo  good  a helpc)fo  great  a heft. 

Thy  lofle  of  fuccour  hath  bcreaticd  wholie. 

Both  holic  Church^and  cake  the  Empire  holic. 

The  Pagans  whom  thou  dauntedft  in  thy  life, 

How  will  they  gather  heart  now  with  thy  death. 
How  will  they  ftirre  new  ftormes  offearefullftrife , 
Hauing  fogooda  meancs,to  gather  breth' 

But  how  great  forrow,will  thy  deareft  wife 
Sufta'inc^me  thinks  I hcare  eu’n  now  fhc  Tech 

1 am  to  blame, and  that  fhe  hates  me  moft. 

And  faith  by  me,ftic  hath  her  worlds  ioy  loft, 
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Yet  Fi9r(/efi>ffe,this  chnifort  may  reuiue 

Both  thee, and  all  that  for  his  death  are  forrie; 
That  all  the  valiant  knights  that  him  furuiuc, 
Haue  caufe  to  cnuie,and  admire  his  glorie: 

The  Decij, nor  the  knight,that  kept  aliue 
In  Cuitian  lake,lb  prayfd  in  Latin  ftoric, 

Nor  CoJrm  by  the  Greeks  fo  magnified, 

With  greater  prayfe,nor  profit  neuer  dyed. 

1^7 

Thcfc  words,and  flich  as  thefe  Orlando  fpake, 

Thewhile  thcFryrcs,both  white,&  black,&gray, 
A folcmne',and  alongproccftlon  make. 

In  goodlie  ranke,and  in  deuout  array. 

That  God  to  hcau’n,the  dead  mans  ^irit  take, 
Requiem  attmamfiiv  his  foule  they  pray. 

And  tapers  in  the  midft,before,behind, 

C aufd  chat  the  night,  like  to  the  noonc  day  fhind. 
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Diners  both  Earls, and  Knights, the  hearfc  vphold, 
Oucr  the  which  a mantle  rich  was  fpred 
Ofpurple  filkc,einbrodcrdbraue  with  gold. 

And  with  fayre  pcarlc,and  ftonc  well  garni^ed. 
Of  like  coft  and  like  bcwtic  to  behold ; 

The  coffin  was,that  held  the  bodie  ded, 
Prouidedby  thePalladlnc  to  be. 

Fit  for  his  calling, and  his  high  degree. 


35^1 


Three  hunderd  pcopIc,of  the  poorer  fort. 

Of  dwellers  that  inhabited  the  townc, 

Vnto  the  funeralls  did  then  refort. 

And  vnto  cach,was  giu’n  a mourning  gownc; 

An  hunderd  PageSjmountcd  in  good  fort. 

On  warlike  fteeds,clothd  to  the  ground  a down. 
And  both  the  Pagcs,and  the  gallant  ftceds. 
From  top  to  toe, were  clad  in  mourning  w ceds. 
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Then  bare  they  diuers  banners  fayre  difplayd, 
Painted  with  diucrs  armes,thac  he  obraind. 

Prom  armed  bands  alone, without  all  ayde. 

And  had  to  Cafar  and  to  Veter  gaind: 

Hunderds  befide,  all  in  black  gowns  arrayd. 

To  whom  were  diuers  offices  ordaind. 

And  laft  Renaldo,&r\^Orlando  came. 

Buz  Ohnero  ftaid(for  he  was  lame.) 

*7* 

Long  it  would  be  car  I could  it  rchcarfe, 

And  tell  wh.u  ceremonies  vfed  wcarc. 

Nor  can  I comprehend  them  well  in  vearfe, 

How  orderlie  they  wcrcaccomplilEt  cheare: 

To  the  Cathedral!  Church,they  barethc  hearfc. 
The  while  nor  old  nor  y oung,to  weep  foibcare. 
His  noblenefrc,his  valluc,and  hisyouth. 
Breeding  in  all  their  hearts,a  wondrous  ruth. 
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Now  when  the  women  finifht  had,and  donne. 
Their  bootlefle  weeping,  & their  fruitlcflc  painc, 
Andthc  Prieftsfaid,their/(ynW«/o»iif,  ' 
And  all  the  rites,that  there-vnto  pertainc: 

The  carkafle  oC'ffcatMonoJantes  fonne, 
Chefted,on  two  high  rollons  to  rcmainc 
Oilando  caufdjtill  time  he  might  procure, 

A coftlie,and  more  ftatelie  fepulture. 

I7J 

From  Sicilie  Oirlando  not  departs, 

Till  he  for  Tutch,and  Pbrpheric  had  fenr^. 

And  all  that  were  moft  skillfull  ofthofearts. 

Had  taikt  with  all, and  told  them  his  intent: 
Fiordeliege  comming'afCcr  to  thofe  parts. 

Her  time, her  trauell',and  her  rrealurc  fpenr. 

To  make  the  tombe  moft  ftatelie  for  her  ^oufe. 
At  whiebtofpendher  future  time  fhe  towcs; 

, ^74 

A nd  fith  her  plaints  and  teares  were  neuer  tired, 

In  thatfelfif  place, fhe  meanesher  dayes  to  palTc^ 
And  for  her  husbands  fbule,  fhe  ftill  defired 
ContinuaH  Dirg«,arid  perpetual!  Maflc;  • 
From  companie'lier'fclfC  fhc  quite  retired. 

And  tothe  pladfe  (fuch  her  deuotion  was) 

Faft  by  the  tf>mb;,{hobuik  a litle  cell, 

In  which  tiHdeoth,(ficlpurpofed  to  dwell.  i 
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Orldrido  diuers  meffagesdld  fend 

To  her,and  after  that  in  perfon  went» 

To  fetch  her  into  Francc,and  didpretendi 
That  her  to  place  with  Gakran  he  melir, 

Or.ifthe  tiiWciinprayre  (he  ftill  would  fpend. 

He  woujd  a Nunrie  build  for  that  intent, 

Or  that  he  would, if  fo  fhe  fo  had  rather, 

• Attend  her  toher  coiintTy,and  her  father, 
li  iij 
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But  at  the  tombe  flic  tary  d obftinatc. 

And  would  fro  thence  by  no  meane  be  remoued, 
Doing  and  faying, earlie  ftill,and  late, 

Penaance  and  pray  rs,for  him  that  Ihe  fo  loued, 
Till  death  inth’end,  cutoffherdolefulldate. 
And  fen  t her  foone,aftcr  her  deare  beloued: 

Now  the  threeknights  of  Frace/ro  Sicili  parted. 
Tor  Ioffe  of  their  companion  heauie  harted. 
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And  Oliuir  ftiU  of  hi»  foo:c  complained, 

Fpr  why  no  falue,nor  fiirgerie  prcuailed. 

But  that  he  was  with  griefe  fo  greatly  payned. 
They  doubted  that  hi,  life  would  the  haue  fay  led: 
Thus  while  they  all  in  doubtful  dumpe  remained. 
The  ma  that  ftcard  the  bark  in  which  they  fayled, 
Makech  to  them  this  motionfage  and  wife. 

And  they  agreedto  follow  his  aduife. 
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He  told  them  that  not  far  fro  thence  there  dwelled. 
An  Hermit  in  afoUicarie  place. 

That  fo  in  fandiitie  of  life  excelled. 

That  he  could  reniedie  each  doubtful!  cafe; 
Diuersdifeafcs  werebyhim  expelled,  (grace) 
Duinb,blind,andlamewerehcald(  fuch  was  his 
And  that  he  could  w ithone  figne  of  the  croffc. 
Still  thefea  waues,when  they  do  higheft  toffe. 

17? 

In  finc,hc  told  themfure  there  was  no  doubt. 

To  finde  reliefe,  eu’n  prefent  at  the  hands 
Of  that  fame  man,  foholy  and  deuout. 

As  fcarcchis  macch,was  found  in  many  lands: 
Orlrt/idohauing  heard  the  Pylotout, 

Inquired  of  die  placc,which  way  it  (lands. 

And  prcfsntly  the  place  to  him  was  (howd,  , 

And  toward  it,in  haft  they  fay  Id  and  rowd. 
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Next  morning  they  difeouerd  all  thclle, 

Butkept  alobfe,ro  as  their  (hip  might  Hoat, 

And  there  they  caft  their  anchor, and  the  while, 
Conuayd  the  wounded  Mraquifle  in  a boat: 

Ouer  the  (hallow  waucsjfcant  halfe  a myle, 

Vxito  thebleffed  Hermits  fimplccot, 

.Ihart  verie  Hermit,that  before  but  late. 

Had  brought  vnto  Chriftiau  (late . 
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ThcmanofGodjthathad  hisdwcUinghearc, 

Came  forth, and  met  Orlando  at  the  gate, 
Andwelcomd  him,wichkindc&frcndly  chearc. 
Inquiring  ofhis  arrant,and  dieir  (late, 

Aldlough  to  hiin,it  was  apparant  cleare: 

For  God  chat  night  ,liad  fent  his  Angcll  lace. 

To  tell  the  faint  thereof,  Orlando  fayd 
His  arrant  was,to  get  his  kinfman  ayde. 

t8i_ 

Who  had  a great, and  grieuous  mayme  receaued. 

In  (ightingfor  the  Empirc,and  the  faith. 

And  was^hopc  and  comfort,quitc bercaued: 

Be  of  good  chcarc(thc  godly  Hermit  faith) 

Who  cruftin  God  (halineucr  bedeceaiiedj 
Yet  oyntment  none  vnto  his  hurt  hclaych,  t 
But  firft  CO  church  he  go’tb,and  makeshis  prayye, 
Then  with  great  boldneffe,dothto  them  repayre. 


And  calling  on  that  treble  fou’rain  name. 

Of  God  the  F3cher,Sonne,and  holy  Ghoft, 

He  bled  the  knight,that  maymed  was  and  lame, 
(Oh  wondrous  grace,ofvv  Gods  faints  may  bod) 
Straight  to  his  vie, each  vainc  and  (Inow  came , 
No  part  of  all  his  former  (Ircngch  was  loft. 

And  as  it  plcafcd  God, of  his  great  grace, 

Soir/w  prefent  was  then  in  the  place, 
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And  beeingnow  fo  wcake  with  bleeding  brought, 
That  cu‘n  his  vitoll  (prices  were  almoft  (pent. 
And  feeing  playnlie  fuch  a wonder  wrought. 

So  grcat,fo  gracious  and  fo  cuidenr, 

Toleauc  his  Macon  he  thereby  was  taughr. 

And  to  confclfeour  Chrift  omnipotent. 

Praying  in  mod  contrite, and  humble  manner. 
To  be  a fouldier  vndcr  Chriftian  banner. 
i8y 

The  iuft  old  man  did  graunt  him  his  requeft. 

And  Chriftend  him,and  did  his  health  reftore. 
At  which  Or/ Wo  (lout, and  all  the  reft, 

Rcioyced  much,and  prayfed  God  therefore: 
Jlogero  eake  as  ioyfuU  as  the  bed, 

Increafed  in  deuocion  more  and  more, 

Seeing  thofe  myfteries  deuine,and  Oracles, 
Confirmed  (b  by  plaine  apparanr  miracles. 

i8^ 

Thus  all  this  companic  in  fweet  conforr. 

In  this  fame  blcffed  Hermits  houfe  do  (lay, 
t Who  doth  them  all  mod  fatherly  exhort. 

To  bend  their  whole  indeuors  all  they  may, 

Thar  in  this  lnne,where  mans  abode  is  (hort> 
They  feeke  to  wa(h  away  the  dirt  and  clay. 

That  (bme  call  life,and  greatly  do  commend. 

And  foie  to  heau’n,their  eyes  and  hearts  to  bend. 
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Then  fent  Orlando  to  his  (hip  in  haft. 

For  bread  and  wine,and  other  dayntle  difhes. 
And  this  old  man,whom  abftinence  andfaft. 

Had  made  forget  the  tad  of  beads  or  (ilhes, 
Ofcharitie,theypraydfomc  flclhto  tad. 

And  he  therein  confented  to  their  wi(hes. 

And  when  they  all  had  eate  to  their  contents. 
They  found  difeourfe  of  fundry  arguments. 
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And  as  in  fpeach  it  often  doth  befall. 

That  one  thing  doth  another  bring  to  light> 
Jlsgero  was  at  laft  knowne  to  them  alii 
For  that  i(<gero,that  excelld  in  (ightj 
Theficft  that  him  to  inemoriedid  call, 

W as  Sohrin,'t^ho  did  know  him  well  by  l^gh^• 

The  next  that  knew  his  loucly  fooke  and  (lately. 
Was  good  l(f»/*Wo,that  fought  wirh  liim  lately. 
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All  of  them  come  to  him  with  frendiy  face. 

When  ofhis  Chriftendome  they  vnderftand. 
Some  ofthemkiffc  him,others  him  embrace^ 

In  kindeft  lbn,fomc  take  him  by  the  h ind. 

Chiefly  B^enaldo  (lriues,to  do  him  grace: 

But  if  thotyou  defire  to  vnderftand. 

Why  he  mere  then  the  reftlb  greatly  fought  it. 

In  ^ next  booke,you  (hall  more  plain  be  taught  it. 

In 
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I n the  tale  of  th;  Matttuanlt(iightmayhegatl)ered  thUgrodmorall,  that  it  is  no  'nifdometu  feaichfoythatanianvcoitld  MoralJ. 
no^findetand  how  thefirfl  breach  commonly  of  the fveet  concord  ofmatrimome,groweih  ofiealonfe  1 1 mt:fl  confefjc,thefe  be 
two  ItfMui/h  tales  that  be  here  mtlsiibookf,  andyettlxBee  wiUfykyout  honnyoutofthervorfl  of  them,  Formineowne  }art  I 
bane  eiier  bene  of  o[>inion,th  it  this  tale  of  the  Alatuan  kntght,t<fiml>ly  the  wovfi  agamfi  wemein  all  the  bockf^or  rather  indeed 
that  eiier  wru  written.T  he  Itofls  talein  the  xxyiij  bool\of  this  worlfyts  a bad  one ; A/.5penccrs  tale  of  the fquireofDaniisjn 
hts  exc^ent  "Poem  of  the  F aery  Q^eene^in  the  end  of  the  yij. Canto  of  thetlnrdbook^yts  to  the  lik^  ejfeCl  fl.ar^e  andwell  cocey~ 
ted  -yin  fiib/iance  thus^that  his  Squire  of  dames  could  in  threeyeares  trauelifind  but  tl/ree  women  that  defied  hts  len  d defire: 
of  which  three  ^ one  waf  a courtefan^that  r defied  him  becaufehe  wanted  coy  ne  for  her : t he feennd  a T^n,  who  refufed  him  be~ 
caufe  he  would  not  fweare  fecreacie-,  the  third  a plaincountrie  Gemlervoman^that  of  good  honeji  JimpUcitiedenyed  himiwhiJr 
alfohtthfomelikeneswiththatofl^httnol  fpaltpof  in  the  notesypon  the  bookf  ibut  this  of  the  Mantuan  h^ght,fafj;ib 

them  all,  if  you  markp  the  fe,  ret  drift  of  it:  (hewing  how  a woman  offo  excellent  education  Jo  great  learning,  fo  rare  beaut  ie^ 
fu  finewitjo  choifequaUitieSyfo  fweete  behauiour,fo  aboundant  rvelihjodearely  btloued  by  Iser  husbattd^ould fo  eafiiy  he  con~ 
querd  with  the  fight  of  three  or  fo:ne  iewels : and  then for  ins  comfort , Inwfortenyeares  after,  he  beirgagreat  hotfekfeper, 
sdl  his  married gueTis  that  came  to  him  fpilt  the drinkp  in  their  bofomes : T his  tale  (^admitting ittobetrueor  prohaUe'jwould 
argue  women  to  be  of  exceeding  couetoufnesfutloe  how  eafiiy  all  this  is  not  onely  to  be  excufedfer  them, but  retorted  ypen  men: 
for  affuredly  it  is  onely  the  couetoufnes  of  men, that  mal^eth  women  (as  we  interpret  it)to  fell  their  chafiities:  for  women  indeed 
care  for  notlxng  but  to  beloued,and  where  they  affure  them  felues  they  are  loued,therc  of tlreir  Ifnd  and fwcet  diffo fit  iens, they 
beftow  loue againe. Tfiow  becaufe  men  can  protefl  and fweare, and yow  that  which  they  thinkf  not, therefore  no  maru ellifwo~ 
men  are  hard  of  belie fe , and  thickp  lyfled  to  heare  them  : butwlienthey  come  tegiue  things  that  cofl  money,  and  that  the  coyne 
begin  to  walke,  which  they  are  fure  men  efleeme  fo  dearely,fu  they  renter  both  bodie  and foulefor  it  many  times,then  no  m.tr- 
ueU.  if they  beleeue  them,and  thinkp  them  to  be  in  good  earnefl,and  confequently  yeeld  to  thatth^  denyedbefove.Biit  logo  for- 
ward With  the  refi  of  the  mor  all, both  men  and  women  may  gather  th:s  moraU  out  of  both  theft  tales  j that  as  all  rice  ts  odious 
and  bafe,  fo  that  which  a bodie  is  hyred  rnto,  is  mofljhamefull  anddetcTrable. 

Of  the  Faery  Maiito,/  cannot  affirme  any  thing  of  truth, whether fhe  were  a Faery  or  a Vropheteffefiut  this  1 finde  writ- 
tenofher,that  when  T h:bs  was  raXed ly  Alcxander,f/j}<  Manto  daughter  ofTyrJiafieing  learned m magickfts  well  as  her 
father  ^ame  rnto  that  part  ofl  taly,  where  M antua  is  now  , and  there  her  fonne  Ocnus  (as  Vii'gil  tPiU  bane  it)  built  that 
Cittie,and  called  it  after  hss  mothers  name. 

lllc  etiam  patri  js  ignem  ciec  Oentts  ab  oris, 

Fatidicxif4;jf<«,&r/;«y(f  filitis  ainnis,  ■« 

Q^i  muros  5 macrifque  dedir  tibi  Manriia  nomcn. 

CoTKemingthofebrauemenwitb  whom  Orlando  comparetb  Brandimart,  the  Dccij.  M.  CurtiuSj<<»(/ Codriis  ofthe 
Decij,  one  of tlyem  had  a dreams  or  yifionjhat  told  him  how  in  the  battell  which  he  was  to  fight  next  day  with  the  Latynes, 
the  Captaineof  one  fide, and  the  army  ofthe  other  fideJljouldperifl,wberupcn  he  being  then  Confull,  ran  wilfully  on  hss  eriin.ies 
etndwasflaine,andfogat  the  yidoriefor  the  Romans. H is  fonne  Deciiis  did  the  hkp  after  him  ; Currius  lept  into  thegulfe, 
that  was  prophecy  edjhould  neuer  beftoft,  till  tlsemofi  precious  iewell  the  J{omans  had  were  tin-owne  into  the  fame, 

Codrus  dyed  tints, Tlse  Dorians  hauing  warre  with  the  Mthenians,tbe  Oracle  told  them  of  Athens, that  ifC  odrus  were 
Jlainebytheenimies,  then  the  ^theniansfijouldhaiie  the  vidorie  : this  newes  being  tv, yftdin  the  Dorians  campe , tbeygaue 
firaight  charge  that  mnefhould  lull  Codrus ; but  he  minding  to  die  for  the  defence  of  hts  countrie,ccunterfaited  himfelje  lilc^ 
a Pfdler,  or  fucb  likp,andcameto  the  campe  ofthe  enimies  , and  picking  a quarrell  thereof putpofe  with fome  of  thefouldiers, 
was Jlaine  among  them. 

T he  cuppe  prefented  to  Renaldo,f<  allegorically  to  be  ynderfloodforfuJpicion,which  whofoeuer  drinhpth  of,it  is  great  odds  Allegoric. 
he/l,eds  itfo  into  hisbofome^as  hefisall  drinkp  the  werfe  after  it  while  he'liises,and  therefore  Kcnsldofaid  well, 

Drinke  of  the  cuppe  (quoth  he)  thatlill  not  I, 

I am  not,nor  I mind  not  to  be  drie. 

FortheMantuanstale,itisnot  ynlike  to  o/Cephalus  »n  Ouids  Metamorp1tofis,inthefe»enth  loolp,  where  betels  Allullon, 
hw  in  lil’p  fort  cltanged  by  T{egTomancy,he  tempted  his  wife  fo  farre, 

Diim  cenfus  dare  me  promitto,loquendo 
Muncraque  augcndo,tandem  dlibitare  coegi. 

J haue  heard  of a Gentleman  that  would  needs  court  hss  own  wife  in  a Maskp,caufing  her  to  be  told  he  was  feme  other  man-, 
ani  made  louefo'iong  to  her,piU  he  found  himfclfe  more  gracious  with  her,  then  he  had  caufe  to  boafl  of. 

MsfortheFaery  MsncOywhether  there  be  ary  Fairies  or  no,l  will  not  dijpute  the  matter  , but!  haue  heard  ftrange  tales 
reportedby  credshleperfons,ofthefewit(bes  orjpirits  what foeuer  they  he-,  andl  haueheard  it  often  am' ng  the  fimpler fort, 
that  he  that  can  plcafe  the  ^eene  of  Fact  iesjhall  neuer  want  while  he  Hues-, and  it  feemes  the  li^  opinion  bath  crept  into  other 
countries,tlmgh  talxn  bit  as  afable,or  as  the  fayingis,  ' 

It  may  be  in  my  Patemofter  indeed, 

Butfureitneucrfhallcomeinmy  Creed. 

Mdrrie  forthe/hagheard  dogge^hat  could  daiince  to  pleafe  Ladies  fo  weU,and  had fucb  pretie  qualities,!  danyndertalemy 
fertsant  Bungy  (whofepidureyou  may  fee  in  the  firfi  page  of thebooli,and  is  tqiowne  to  thebeft  Ladies  of  England:)may  com- 
part with  arty  Vilgrims  dogge  that  ferued fisch  a faint  this  feuenyeare:  onely  he  wants  that  qualitie  tofhake  duckets  out  of  his 
ears.ButnoWtoleaue  thefe  toying  tales,  and  fall  to  the  foberer  maner^he  folemne  funerals  of 'RxmAtmoLXt  and  Orlandos 
mournirg, alludes  to  the  buriaS  o/Pallas, or  Pallantc  in  V irgihBardyno  to  A cctcs:4»d Orlado  to  I£jMAi:b-ut  this  here 
v/et  forth  with  deuout  andChrifiian  termes,and  therefore  more  to  be  com-mended. 

Here  end  the  notes  of  the  43 . Canto, 
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THE  ARGVMENT. 

Renaldo  to  ‘Rogero gines  his Jtfiery 
zy^gainfl  Duke  Ammon  and  their  mothers 
RyOgero  doubting  leafl  he  jhould  haue  mj/fi  her, 
'Vowes  Leon  and  his  father  both  to  kill: 

He  leatteth  France,  and  to  the  flreame  of  Ifier, 
He  rides  and  trauels  tn  thofe parts,  vntill 
He  found  the  Bulgurs  fighting  veith  the  GreekeSy 
Andaydeth  thofe,  becaufe  he  thefe  mijltkes. 


0/fritndihif, 


Fc  times  wcfee,  inhoufe 
of  mcanc  cftate, 

In  fortune  badaSc  chances 
ouerthwartj 

That  men  doe  foonerlay 
afide  debate, 

And  ioyne  in  found  ac- 
cord with  hand  & hart: 
The  princes  courts, where 
riches  gender  hate. 
And  vilde  fufpeftjthat  louing  minds  doth  part  : 
Where  charitie  is  cleane  confumde  and  vaniflied. 
And  friendQiip  firmc,is  quite  caft  out  & banifhed. 
z 

H ence  comes  it  that  twixt  Princes  and  great  Lords, 
Agreements  all, and  cou’nants  are  fo  frailc. 

To  day  Kings, Popes,and  Emperors  make  accords 
To  morrow  deadly  warrcs,with  tooth  and  naylc: 
And  why  ?their  thoughts  ftill  vary  fro  their  words, 
They  kcepe  not  oathes,butfor  their  owne  auaile: 
Nor  weigh  they  wrong  or  right, or  recken  of  it. 
Further  then  it  may  turne  to  their  owne  proficc. 

3 

Now  though  fuch  men, as  yet  were  neuef  taught. 
What  fricndfhip  is,  nor  euerknew  the  fame, 

(For  frendfhip  ncuer  grows  where  there  is  nought 
But  Ihewcs  difguifde,in  carneft  or  in  game) 

Yet  if  ill  fortune  them  fo  low  haue  brouglit, 

To  meete  in  meanerplace,  they  ftraight  do  frame 
Their  hie  proiw!  minds  to  fricndftiip  true  & plain. 
Which  earft  they  knew  notjor  they  did  dildamc. 

4 

The  faintlike  man,had  in  his  Cell  more  powre. 

His  guefts  in  firme, and  found  accord  co  bindc. 


Then  others  fnould  haue  had  in  princely  bowrc: 
Further  rhis  fricndfhip  was  of  fuch  a kind. 

That  tuer  after,  from  chat  prefen  thoure, 

Eu’n  to  their  ends, they  all  agreed  in  mind: 
Appearing  to  this  old  man  and  deuoiit. 

As  white  within,  as  Swans  are  white  without. 

? 

He  found  them  all  gentle,and  kind,  and  meeke, 

Not  in  that  fort,  of  which  I erfl:  complained. 

Of  thofe  that  neiier  thinke  and  fpeake  alike. 

But  euer  go  with  fpcach,and  vifhge  fained: 

They  clcarcforgat  allpaft  grudge,  and  miflike. 
No  figne,nor  memorie  thereof  remained: 
Louing  rogithetjas  if  they  had  come. 

All  of  one  feede,  and  lay  ne  all  in  one  wome. 

6 

Butgood  could  by  nomeanesreft. 

To  fhew  Kogero  kindnes  great  and  louc. 

Both  for  his  proweffe  great, and  valient  breft. 
Which  hand  to  hand,  in  fight  he  late  did  prouc: 
And  for  his  courcfic,that  did  paffe  the  reft. 

And  was  praife  worthy  all  the  reft  aboue: 

But  the  chicfe  caufe  was  thisjbecaufe  he  found, 
His  friends  to  him  had  fundric  wayes  bene  bound. 

7 

He  knew, for  often  he  had  heard  it  told. 

How  firft  K$gero  failed  Bjcbardet, 

Whom  then  Marfilio  kept  in  crucjl  hold, 

Becaufe  with  child  he  did  his  daughrer  get 
Further,  when  Bonos  fonnesfliouldhaucbenc  fold 
^ That  them  B^gero  did  at  freedome  fet: 

Thefe  things  in  honour  true, and  reputation. 

He  knew  were  matters  of  great  obligation, 
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8 

And  though  before  he  could  no  kindnes  fliow 
To  him,  while  he  profefthimfelfe  aTurke,' 

Y ct  now  that  him  a Chriftian  he  did  know. 

He  would  now  let  his  loue  no  longer  lurke : 
Which  wlicn  the  Hermit  faw,he  was  not  flow, 

A farther  kindnes,betwcene  them  to  worke-.  (the) 
He  moues  them(fith  he  fo  good  friends  had  feene 
That  hemight  make  afilnitie  betweene  them. 

9 

Saying  it  was  forefhowd  him  fromonhicj 
That  by  the  ioyning  their  two  lines  inonej 
Such  oftpring  Ihould  arife,as  vnder  sky 
To  pafEe  or  match  the  fame, there  fhould  be  nonej 
Wherefore  he  wifheth  them, that  by  and  by 
By  his  aduifcjthey  would  agree  thereon 
I^enaldo  at  his  motion  ftraight  allowes. 

That  Bradamant  Ihould  be  B^eroi  fpoufe. 

10 

Oliutr  and  Orlando^oonc  to  that, 

Gaue  their  good  will,and  fauour,anda^^ent^ 
Affirming  that  all  France  might  ioy  thereatj 
They  little  knew  how  good  Duke  ^mmon  ment, 

To  match  his  daughter  higher  farre,  and  that 
King  Charles  thereto  did  willingly  confent; 

Namely  to Leon,Ccn^antynosha.ire, 

Emp’rour  of  Grecce,who  fought  the  Ladyfairc. 

II 

Duke  Ammon  ment  not  fuch  a match  to  fhunne. 

But  yet  his  anfwere  he  a while  deferred, 

Vncdl  fuch  time  as  with  his  abfent  fonne. 

He  had  on  fuch  a weightie  caufe  conferred : 

Not  doubtingbut  he  thereto  would  be  wonne. 

And  glad  tohaue  his  lifter  fb  preferred} 

But  yet,  though  herein  he  did  nothing  doubthim. 
Yet  would  henotrefolue  thereon  withouthim. 

11 

But  now  Kenaldo  abfent  from  his  father, 

And  ignorant  of  that  imperiall  plot, 

Vnto  Bogero  promift  her  the  rather, 

Becaufe  his  prefent  friends  miflykt  it  noi^ 

But  chief  that  he  by  th’Hermits  Ipeech  did  gather 
God  had  ordaind  it  by  cternall  lot} 

And  of  his  father  firmely  hebelieued. 

At  fuch  aUyancCjhc  could  not  be  grieued. 

All  that  fame  day  and  night,  and  halfe  the  next. 

They  made  abode  with  that  famefiiintlike  fire. 
Preaching  and  teaching  them  the  blefl'ed  text. 
Expounding  eu’rie  place  at  their  defire; 

The  marriners  with  their  long  tarrying  vext. 

Oft  fent  to  pray  them  to  the  fliip  retyre, 

Becaufe  the  winde  blew  fo  to  feme  their  turnc. 
Compelling  them  in  fine,to  make  returne. 

H 

Bpgero  that  had  liu*d  in  long  exile, 

(Willing  to  do  as  that  old  man  would  haue  him) 
Bad  him  farewell, and  left  that  happie  He, 

Whe  he  had  Icarnd  y faith  that  foie  muft  faue  him 
Orlando  vnto  him  his  livord  this  while, 

And  Heflors  armcs,and  good  Frontino  gaue  him. 
Both  to  declare  his  loue  fo  much  the  more. 

And  tliathe  knew  they  had  bene  his  before. 


' If 

And  though  thePalladinein  common  fence. 

Had  iufter  claime  vnto  the  blade  enc  haunted. 

As  hauing  wonne  it  in  his  owne  defence. 

Forth  of  the  garden  with  foule  fpirites  haunted. 
Whereas  B^gercs  title  and  pretenc  e. 

Came  from  £r««eilfo,that  of  theft  was  taunted. 

Yet  gaue  he  It  of  his  good  nature  mearcly. 
Although  his  right  thereto  appeared  clcarely. 

16 

Then  by  the  holy  man  they  all  were  blcifed. 

And  to  their  fhipthey  made  their  backe  repairc. 
Their  oars  for  waucs,thcir  fails  for  winds  adrelfed 
Which  then  blew  verie  temperate  and  fairc: 

No  feare  of  wrack,no  doubt  to  be  diftrdfed} 

No  need  there  was  ofvowes,oryetofprayre." 

But  here  I Icaue  them  failing  in  faire  wether. 

Till  th’Englifti  Duke, and  them  I bring  together. 

17 

Who  when  the  viftorie  he  vnderftood 
Orlando  ofwhichhewas  lefle  glad, 

Becaufe  the  fame  was  wonne  withfo  much  blood. 
And  fith  now  France  no  feare  of  Affricke  had} 

To  fend  Senapo  home  he  thought  it  good. 

And  therefore  with  a count’nance  graueandfad. 
Yet  kind  and  friendly, he  did  giue  him  thanke. 

For  lending  him  his  aid,fo  free  and  franke. 

18 

Dudonhad  font  a little  while  before. 

All  that  his  great  triumphant  Nauie  backe. 
Wherewith  he  plauged  had  the  Turks  fo  fore, 

And  brought  them  all  to  ruine  great  and  wracke: 
Which  ftiips'no  fooner  toucht  that  Affrickftiore, 
And  quite  difbutdend  of  die  people  blacke. 

But  eu’rie  fliippe  his  fliape  forfakes  and  leaues. 
And  all  of  them  wetc  turnd  againe  to  leaues. 

>9 

Now  vpon  parting  were  the  Nubian  bands. 

Some  mounted,rome  on  foote  pell  mell  together. 
The  winds  that  wont  to  mouc  the  troublous  fands 
Aftolfo  gaue  their  king  in  bagges  of  leather: 

So  firmely  tyde,3nd  in  fo  fured  bands, 

As  feare  they  need  not  any  change  of  weather : 
Willing  him  that,whcn  they  werepaft  al  ieoperty 
That  they  fhould  grant  vnto  thc^inde  his  liberty, 
zo 

T tirpino  writes  that  they  no  fooner  came, 

Vnto  the  mountaine  Atlas  ftonie  roote. 

But  that  their  horfes,  ftones  againe  became. 

And  fo  they  all  went  home  againe  on  foote; 

But  after  how  each  thing  with  them  did  frame. 

In  this  difeourfe  to  tell  it  (hall  not  bootc ; 

Now  tell  me  ofyour  Englifh  dukes  proceeding. 

Of  his  returne  to  France, and  of  his  Ipeeding. 

zi 

who  hauing  rulers  for  thofc  parts  ordained, 

That  mi^t  as  pleafd  them, ruine  or  repairc. 

No  longer  then  in  Affrica  remained, 

But  vnto  France  he  quickly  did  repaire; 

By  land  or  fea,  to  trauell  he  difdained. 

But  with  his  winged  bcaft  he  cuts  the  aire. 

And  quickly  came  to  Prouince  where  he  did. 

As  much  as  erft  ch’Euangelift  didbid. 
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Wluch  was  that  cntcrd  into  Proiiincc,he 
Should  take  away  his  faddlc  and  his  raincs. 

And  grant  him  libertic,and  fct  him  free, 

And  pu  t him  now  vnto  no  funhcr  paincs: 

The  lower  fphearcjin  which  our  loll  wits  be. 

And  inaketh  of  our  Ioffes  greateft  games, 

Had  made  his  home  long  lincc  to  loofc  his  found. 
That  now  no  vertuc  in  the  fame  was  found. 

^3 

Now  th'Englilh  Duke  vnto  Marfilio  came. 

And  iuft  at  that  fame  time  arsiued  there, 

^hen  thofc  three  Palladines  of  worthy  tame. 
With  Soirin  and  landed  were; 

Much  was  their  ioyjyet  Icffond  was  the  fame. 

And  outward  Ihowes  thereof  they  do  forbeare: 

So  great  a fadnes  in  them  all  it  bred. 

To  thinke  their  friend  king Sr4a/i»Mrr  was  dead. 

But  Chdrles  that  from  Sicilia  notice  had. 

How  the  two  kings  were  flainc,and  SoAr/wf  taken. 
And  Brandtmart  deceaft  (w  hich  made  him  fad) 
And  that  Bsgero  had  the  Turkes  forfakenj 
W as  in  his  minde  now  well  apaid  and  glad, 

That  fuch  a pcife,  he  from  his  neckc  had  lliaken. 
Which  for  a long  time  had  fogrieuouswayed. 

As  he  therewith  was  welny  ouerlayed. 

If 

Wherefore  to  do  them  honour,  as  was  meetc, 

That  with  their  courage  did  his  crowne  fultaine, 
He  font  his  Peeres  and  Nobles  them  to  greetc, 
Vnto  the  verie  confines  of  his  raigne: 

After himfelfc  in  perfon,  did  them  mectc, 
With*Lords  and  Princes  of  his  chiefeft  traine: 
And  ncare  the  town,the  queen  with  many  a Ladie 
Mcetes  them, to  do  them  honor  all  that  may  be. 

i6 

King  C/i4r/«himfelfe  with  chearefull  friendly  face. 
The  Palladines,  their kinsfolke  apd  their  frends. 
The  noble  men, and  people  meane  and  bafe. 

To  make  them  for  their  meritesfome  amendsj 
With  friendly  (howts  did  fill  vp  all  the  place. 

Each  man,and  cu’ric  childe  his  voice  extends, 
Crying  on  thofc  two  houfes  of  account. 

That  of  Mongi  aria,and  ofClarimount. 

^7 

Now  to  the  Prince  they  did  bring. 

And  toldhimhow  he  was  apparanthaire 
ToRifa,  and  of  that  greathoufe  did  Ipring; 

And  while  they  Ipake  thefe  wor at 
Saluted  him, in  prefence  of  the  king, 

But  Bradamant  (who  thither  did  repaire) 

Yet  kept  her  felfe  aloofewith  morcrelpcfr, 

Leaft  openly  (he  Ihould  her  loue  deteft. 
a8 

The  Emp’ror  welcomd  him  with  words  moll  Iwecf, 
And  vfd  him  like  a man  of  rare  account, 

Andjfor  he  was  alii  ghted  on  his  feet. 

For  reu’rcnce  fake,  againe  he  made  him  mounq 
And  ch^fek  by  check,  to  ride  through  cu’ry  ftreet. 
He  knew  and  ioyde,  that  at  the  (acred  fount, 
Bsgero  by  the  Hermit  was  baptifed. 

As  he  by  former  letters  was  aduifed. 


^9 

In  triumphs  and  infeafts  they  fpentthc  day. 

And  riding  through  the  townc  at  (undrichoutcs. 
Some  draw  grecnc  leaucs,or  rulhes  inihcw.ay. 
Some  caff  down  garlands, made  offundry  flowres; 
The  ftreetes  were  hanged  all  with  rich  array. 

And  damzcls  from  the  windowes  and  high  towres 
To  gratulate  their  profperous  deeds  and  haps. 
Call  (howres  ofRofes  from  their  tender  laps. 

At  cu’rie  comcr,Markct-croffcorgate, 

Arches  and  triumphs  newly  were  crefred. 

Some  of  Byfertas  foil  and  wofuU  (late. 

Which  they  had  ouerthrowne  and  quite  deieflcd: 
Some  of  the  combat  that  was  fought  folate, 
Withplayes  andnev/ deuifes  vnexptflcd : 

Thus  dedicate,and  thus  entitled  wholly. 

To  the  Redeemers  of  the  Empire  holly, 

3* 

With  gratcfullfound,  of  inftrumentsand  voyce, 
Withfundriefweet  and  muficall  con  forts. 

The  people  (hew  how  greatly  they  rcioyce. 

With  lubiles  and  t1ioutes,and  play  es,  andlportsr 
Then  Charles  and  al  his  knights,  and  Barons  choife 
To  his  ownc  houfe,3nd  his  ownc  court  reforts: 
And  there  with  tiIting,torneis,and  with  playes. 
They  fpent  not  few  of  the  then  following  dayes. 

3^ 

Bpsalde  taking  time,vpon  a day. 

The  marriage  matter  to  his  fother  brake. 

And  told  him  he  had  promift  by  the  way. 

His  fiftcr  (hould  for  lpoufe,K‘’5<»’« 

By  which,allyanccfuch  procure  they  may. 

As  men  might  count  great  folly  to  forfakc: 

In  which  himfelfc  thefurtherdid  proceed, 
Bccaufe  Orlando  was  thereto  agreed. 

With  much  difdaine  this  (pccch  dukc.^«>»»»hard. 
Affirming,  heprefumptuoiifly  had  done. 

To  promife  fo,  fith  he  had  now  prepard. 

To  match  her  to  the  Greekifh  EmpVorsfonnc: 
Not  to  this  priuate  knight,who  he  had  hard. 

Had  not  one  footeofland  fcant  vnder  funner 
Alas  (quothhc)  gentrie  doth  fmall  auaile. 

And  ver cue  lcffe,if  lands  and  riches  faiic. 
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But  chicflic  Ammons  wife,  dame  Bcatriccj 
Dot)i  call  her  fonnefawfic  and  arrogaor, 

And  thinks  to  worke  lb  by  her  wife  aduife,  ,- 
To  make  an  Emprefle  other  Bradamant  ; 

Kenaldo  much  condoroneth  that  deuice. 

Nor  will  not  of  his  word  one  tittle  want: 

Saying  his  fiftcr  (vnder  their  correfrion) 

Would  therein  ruled  be  by.his  dircftion. 
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The  mother  (in  her  daughter  much  begtiild) 
Perfrvadcs  with  her,and  comforts  her  to  fay. 

That  (he  will  rather  dye  and  be  exildc. 

Then  match  (b  mean,  whe  higher  match  (fre  may 
She  faith, (he  willnottake  her  for  her  child, 

If(hc  will  let  her  brorherbearc  fuch  fway:  > 
Whetefore -(faith  (he)  be  bold,and  doe  dcnic  it. 
And  with  your  brochcr,giue  me  Icaue  to  trit  it. 
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Poore  Bradamant  doth  filent  ftand  and  ftill. 

She  dares  not  in  her  thought, for  reu’rcnce  fake, 
Gainfay  her  mother, or  widiftand  her  will, 

On  tothcr  fide,  (he  dare  notprOmife  make 
Of  thatjwhich  to  performe  did  pafle  her  skill. 
And  was  aboue  her  powre  to  vndertakc: 

No  powre  (he  had  in  this  ,nor  great  nor  fmaU, 
For  long  ear  this,  lou  e feafed  on  it  all. 

She  dares  noe  giue  conf :nt,nor  yet  deny, 

OneJy  Ihe  fighesjand  anfwere  maketh  none. 

But  when  (He  is  alone  that  none  are  by, 

Vnto  her  felfeflie  makes  a py  teous  monej 
She  makes  her  brefts,  and  her  fairehairc  to  trie 
Part  of  her  griefe,for  why  (hebeates  the  tone 
in  IpightfuU  wife,the  tothcr  fhort  (he  teares. 

And  thus  fiie  Ipeaks  amid  her  plaints  and  feares. 
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Wo  me,  (hall  then  my  will  and  fancie  varrie 

From  hers,whofc  will  fliould  rule  & gouern  mine? 
Shall  my  will  to  my  mothers  be  contraric. 

Or  that  Difdaine,my  mother  doth  defigne? 

Shall  I prefiime  with  fuch  a man  to  marrie. 

At  whom  my  parents  both  do  forepine? 

What  fowler  blot  can  ftaine  a damfcls  praife. 
Then  when  her  parents  will, (lie  difobayes? 
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Shall  then  my  mothers  reur’cnce,  and  my  lyres. 
Wake  me  my  dearc  Bogero  to  forget  ? 

And  to  new  loues,new  hopes,  and  new  defires 
Betake  my  felfe,  and  him  or  nought  to  fet? 

Or  (hall  thereii’rence  which  their  age  requires. 
And  w hich  my  felfe  haue  borne  them  cueryer. 

Be  now  forgot, and  I be  wholly  bent, 

To  mine  owne  ioy,and  foUacc,  and  content? 

. . 40 

I know,  (alas  1 know)  my  duetie  well, 

B u t powre  1 hau  e not  to  p erform  e th  e fam  e, 
Fancie  my/eafons  rule  doth  quite  expeU , 

And  my  wellorderd  thoughcs,putsoutoffTamc; 
And  tyrant  louc,  gainft  whom  who  can  rcbcll. 
Makes  me  caft  off  all  feare  of  others  blame: 

My  fpeech,my  dceds,my  thoughtsfae  doth  dilpofe 
And  ruleth  them  againft  my  will  God  knowes. 

41.  ? 

Daughter  to  ^»»wo»,and  to  Beatrice 
I am,butvnroloucIam  aflaue, 

ThougBl  do  now  refufeihcirwifcaduife. 

Pardon  ofthem  Imay  hereafter  haue: 

But  if  1 loue  refill,  who  knowes  the  price. 

Or  who  can  me  from  his  great  furie  faue? 

He  will  not  flay  toharken  to  my  feufes. 

But  flay  me  prefently,fbr  fuch  his  vfc  is. 

With  much  adoe,  and  with  long  time  rdreW 
My  dearc  (?o^fro,to  the  Chriftian  faith. 

What  profitc  doth  thereof  to  me  enfew, 

If  ftillill  hap  my  purpofegood  gainfaith? 
SodoththeBec,nctforhimfeTferenew, 

The  honny  that  in  combes  he  fafly  laith: 

But  fooner  of  my  life  they  (hall  me  reaue,  • r 
• Then  force  me  my  Hsgero  deare  to  leaue. 


But  though  herein  I difobay  my  mother. 

And  father  to,  which  I to  do  am  loth : 

What  though?  yet  I therein  obey  my  brother. 
That  isreputed  wifer  then  they  both: 

Orlando  eake,for  melpeakes  tone  and  tother, 

And  fauour  will  this  match,how  ear  it  gotbj 
And  fare  I am,  the  world  doth  ofthem  twaine, 
Eftecme  more  tlicn  of  all  our  houfe  againe. 
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Sith  then  the  world  cals,  and  efteemeth  thofe. 

The  glorie  and  the  flowre  of  Clariwount, 

Leffe  fhame  it  is  for  me,  as  I fiippofc. 

If  that  I fufler  men  of  fuch  account, 

Of  me  in  marriage  matters  to  dilpofe. 

That  all  my  kinne  in  credite  do  furmount: 

Befide  they  haue  the  word  direftlyfpoken. 

But  to  the  Greekc  the  matter  is  but  broken. 
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But  now  liBradamant  her  felfe  torment. 

And  doth  her  euill  hap  hew  aile  and  blame. 

Sure  her  Bsgere  is  as  malcontent, 

Who  had  fome  priuy  inckling  of  the  fame : 

He  fecretly  doth  his  ill  Hate  lament, 

And  curfeth  fortune. that  vnconllant  dame. 

That  had  for  welth,  fo  fparing  left  his  lot. 

Which  diuerfc  bafe  vnworthy  men  had  got. 

4(5 

In  each  thing  elfe  that  nature  man  can  graunt. 

Or  that  is  got  by  induftrie  or  art, 

He  l<nowth;&  each  ma  faith  that  none  can  vaunt 
To  hauea  greater.nonorfuchapart:  (daunt. 
His  flrength  was  fuch,  no  ftrength  the  fame  could 
His  perfon  paft  his  ftrength;  his  noble  hart, 

, His  princely  majiners,andhisbrauebehauiour, 

, Wan  each  roans  loue,each  mans  applaufc  and  fa- 
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But  this  fame  vulgar  fort  vntaught  and  rude, 

That  as  themjift  diftribute  praife  and  fhame. 

And  (faue  the  wife  and  learned)  I include 
All  men  that  line  on  earth,within  that  name; 

For  Myters,ftates,norcrownes,  may  not  exclude 
Popes, mightie  kings,nor  Keyfarsfrom  the  fame: 
But  onely  wifedome  graue,and  iudgement  cleare 
Gifts  giue  firom  hf  au’n,that  arc  not  comon  heare 
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This  vulgar  fort  (to  tell  my  meaning  out) 

That  failing  welch  and  riches,nought  admyre. 
And  thinke  nought  is  praife  worthy  them  without. 
And  in  their  bale  conceits  canlooke  no  hyre ; 

Be  a man  ncu’r  fo  learndjfo  wife,  fo  flout. 
Comely  as  eye  canfee,orheartdefire. 

Noble,  well  quallited,  of  fober  carriage, 

They  nought  efteeme, chiefly  in  egfe  of  marriage. 
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Vycll  (faith  B2gero)]i^\K^tnmon  needs 

Will  make  an  EmprefTc  cf his  daughter  deare. 

At  leaft  this  haft  he  makes, is  more  then  needs. 
Let  him  yet  giue  me  relpite  but  one  yeare; 

And  ifin  chatfame  yeare,I  do  fuch  depds. 

That  both  the  fonne  and  fy  re,I  vanquifh  deare: 
When  both  their  crowns  I conquerd  haue  & won. 
Then  I may  worthy  be,  to  be  his  fon. 


Sentence, 


Sentence, 


Sentence. 
OFthecomnion 
ep  inion  if ma- 
l^in^  ’narridges. 


OF  ORLANDO  FVRIOSO. 


179 


yo 


But  ifhe  ftraight  the  marriage  do efFcft, 
WithCon/?4«*«whaircin  fo  great  haftj 
And  will  B^enddos  protnife  quite  ncgleft, 

And  eke hisCofens,which fo few  dayes  paft> 
Before  that  blcfled  man  of  Gods  eled, 

And  the  good  Marquefle,  they  did  bindefofaft: 
If  they  lh3l  wrong  me  fo,  what  then  lhall  1 ? 

What  can  1 do  in  i'uch  a cafe  but  die  ^ 
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What  (hall  I do?  lhall  I then  be  auenged 
Of  him  that  me  contraries  in  this  wife^ 

Let  me  he  blamed  herein,  or  commended  j 
Let  me  therein  be  deemd  a foole  or  wife: 

But  would  my  ftarc  alafle,then  be  amended 
By  th’old  mans  death?  No,no,far  otherwife: 

I doubt  dns  would  not  workc  my  more  content. 
But  ratiicr  contrarie  my  firft  intent. 

Wy  fii  ft  intention  was,and  is  yet  ftill, 

ThztBradam.mt  fhould  bcare  me  Ioiie,not  hate. 
Now  then  if  1 her  father  hcare  fliould  kill. 

Or  ought  attempt  ag  ainft  her  brothers  ftatc: 

Had  (he  not  reafonof  me  to  thinke  ill. 

And  to  refufe  me  for  her  fpoufe  and  mate? 

What  (hall  I do?  alas  then  (hall  1 beare  it? 

Ah  no  perdy,  fir  ft  I will  die  1 fwcare  it. 
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And  yet  I will  not  die,  but  He  deftroy 
Lnn  dgn/lfHythzt  procur’d  my  wo. 

And  comes  fo  to  difturbe  my  chiefeft  ioy. 

Him  and  his  father  I will  kill  alfo : 
fJdena  to  the  loucrlewd  of  Troy, 

Coft  not  fo  dcarc,nor  longer  far  ago, 

Asl  will  caufe  them  this  my  griefetobuy. 

But  is  it  poffible  (my  dearc)  that  thou, 

Canft  leaue  thine  owne  for  this  Grcckc? 
Yea  though  that  all  thy  brothers  did  allow 
This  match, which^#m»io»  doth  lb  friendly  fcckc? 
But  ah,  I feare  that  thine  owne  minde  doth  bow 
To  his  defire, and  could  far  better  Iceke, 

When  with  thy  fclfe,thou  doft  thefc  offers  lean, 
To  haue  ^Cefar, then  apriuatc  man. 
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Can  then  the  dignitie  and  glorious  name. 

Of  pompous  lhcwcs,and  ofimpcriall  leat, 
Thenoble  heart  of6r4i4W4»ffo  frame. 

Her  vallcw  rare, and  vertue  to  defeat: 

And  go  from  her  firft  promifc,to  her  fliamc. 
Which  me  ftic  made  with  many  vpwes  and  great? 
No  fure  I know  Ihc  will  them  all  forfakc. 

Rather  then  once  vnfay, that  once  flic  (pake. 
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Thefc  words  Bggen  fpake,  and  many  fiich. 

And  oftentimes  lie  fpake  them  in  fuch  fortj 
That  diners  ouerhatd  him,in  fo  much 
That  they  were  toldjby  more  then  one  report 
To  Bradamanty  whom  they  did  chiefly  tuch. 

Who  tooke  them  not(yow  may  be  fure) in  (port: 
But  as  her  priuatc  griefc  was  great  beforej 
So  this  report  of  him  did  grieueher  morc< 
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But  moft  it  grieu’d  her,aboue  all  the  reft. 

That  he  miihtiftcd  (he  would  him  forlake. 

At  any  manscommandmrntor  requeft. 

And  (pccially  for  this  fame  Grecians  fake*. 

, Wherefore  to  moue  this  fc  tuple  from  hisbreft. 
And  this  foule  error  from  his  minde  to  take : 

She  gate  her  pen  and  inke  one  night  fiill  Iatc> 

And  to  H'geio  fuch  like  words  (he  wratc. 
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My  dcare,as  erft  I was  I ftill  will  bide. 

While  life  (hall  dure,  yea  cu’n  when  life  is  paft. 
Whether  that  louc  fliew  grace  to  me, or  pride. 

Or  fortune  raife  me  vp, or  downward  caft; 

My  ftablc  faitbjlhall  ncucr  fade  nor  Aide, 

For  ca!me,nor  ftorine,but  as  a Rocke  ftands  faft, 
Againft  the  furging waues  ftill  vnremoueablc. 

So  (hall  my  faith  ftand  firme  and  vnreproueable. 
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Firft  (halla  file,  or  knife  of  droflie  lead, 

ThcDyamond  tofundrie  figures  came,  , ^ 

Ear  any  chance  by  Fortunes  frailcie  bred. 

Or  pbwre  oflouc,fliall  caufe  my  courfe  to  Iwame: 
Firft  (hal  the  ftreames  runne  back  vnto  their  bed 
Ear  1 will  iuftly  fucha  blame defattie:,ii(,,,j . 

Or  that  I lhall,  for  chances  good  ov  ill^  ^ ; 

Giue  my  confent  to  change  my  fetled  will 

To  thee  mine,  a good  whild  fince. 

Of  me, and  of  my  heart  I gaue  dominion, 

I fhould  my  fclfeof  Jightnes  great  conuincc> 
Iflfofodainly  could  change  opinion:'  ' f o 
As  for  my  true  allegeance,  fure  no  Prince,  » 

Is  faithfullcr  bclou’dofdeareftminniom 
For  me  you  need  no  fortreflenor  no  towrc. 

To  be  defences  againft  forren  powre. 
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You  need  nobands  of  men  to  entertaine, 

Tpkeepc  this  fort,  for  ftrength  enough  haue  I, 
Riches  can  make  on  me  affaulc  but  vaine,  ; 

So  bafe  a price,no  gentle  heart  can  buy: 

Not  noble  byrthmor  name  oferowne  or  raigne^ 
Which  oft  doth  dafe  the  common  peoples  eye, 
Norbeautie,  to  the  which  light  minds  incline,^ 
Though  greater  fee  I neuer  lhall  then  thine. 
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Feare  not,  for  no  man  powre  fhall  eiter  haue. 

My  heart  to  ocher  figure  to  tranfForme, 

‘ Loue  did  your  fb ape  therein  lb  deepe  ingrauc, 
Asnowitcanrecehie  none  other  forme: 

My  heart  is  not  of  wax,for  why  louc  gaue, 

(When  to  his  woike  he  did  it  firft  conformc) 

An  hunderd  ftrokes  with  checffell  and  with  male, 
Eat  he  could  fetch  therefrom  one  little  fcale. 

Yiiorie,gemmcs,and  eu’rie  hardeft  ftonc. 

That  moft  wichftandeth  ftcele,a  man  may  burft, 
But  other  figure  yet  rccciuc  they  none, 

Then  that  to  which  they  formed  were  at  fiirft: 

My  heart  is  not  vnlikc  a precious  fto«c, 

Or  Adamant,orwhatfocutcethwoorftj  f 
Sooner  may  loue  breake  it  in  thoufond  (plints. 
Ear  other  beauties  bring  it  to  new  prints. 
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Thcfc  words  (he  wrate,’and  many  moretothefe> 
That  him  with  faith,with  loue,with  hope  fo  fed. 
Able  to  cure  each  defperate  difeafe, 

^ Or  rather  to  reuiue  him  being  ded: 

But  when  they  thought  them  fafeftfrom  the  (eas. 
And  in  the  hau’nfecurely  harbored, 

A new  and  Ibdaine  tempeft  rofe  (b  fore. 

As  draue  thembacke  to  fea  from  fight  of  (horc. 

For  worthy  Br adamant  that  had  aflignd. 

To  fliew  her  meaning  plaine  was,  and  dyreft. 
Calling  her  wonted  courage  to  her  mindc. 

And  quite  rciefting  womanly  refpeft. 

Came  vnto  CW/«>,and  fpakein  fuch  a kindj 
My  leegc,  if  ear  my  feniice  did  efFeft, 

Ought  worth  your  highnes  th5ks,at  your  c&mand 
Let  not  your  grace  denic  me  one'demand. 
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But  promifeme,  vpponyour  princely  faith 
And  royall  word,  which  I may  furely  truft, 
TograntonC'fiiitjwhat  earyour  handmaid  pralth, 
And  I willpromiie  that  it  (hall be  iufi: 

(Worthy  beloucd  maid,  the  Emp’ror  faith) 

Your  many  fcruiccs  confelfc  I muft, 

Deferue  no  lelTe;  and  frankly  here  I vow  it. 

If  of  my  Realme  you  askepart,Ile  allow  it. 
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My  fute  is  that  your  highnes  will  not  yeeld. 

That  I (faid  (he)  may  any  husband  haue. 

That  (haDnot  firftof  all,with  (peare  and  (hceld, 
Or  elfe  with  fword  in  hand  him  fo  behauej 
As  that  he  canwithftandmeinthefeeld. 

This  is  the  oncly  fauour  that  I craue; 

I would  be  his  that  proues  himfelfe  fo  flout, 

Tl\p  reft  may  be  content  to  fland  without. 
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Excellent  maide  (the  Emp’ror  ftraight  replide) 

Well  to  thy  minde, thy  flout  demaund  doth  fute, 
Wherefore  by  me  it  may  not  be  denyde. 

It  is  fo  noble  and  fo  iuft  a fute: 

Now  (for  (he  fought  not  this  her  fuit  tohide) 
They  that  had  heard  thereof,fure  were  not  mute. 
But  cu’n  ear  night  it  publifht  was  fo  rife, 

As  it  was  knowne  to  Ammon  and  his  wife. 
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And  thereupon  they  prcfently  conceaued, 

Againft  their  daughter , greatdifdainc  and  wrath, 
For  by  fuch  motion  plainelythcy  pcrceaued. 

She  to  moft  deuotion  hath; 

Wherefore  to  th’end  (he  might  be  quite  bereaued 
All  hope,  to  follow  that  forfodden  path. 

Out  of  the  court  they  traind  her  by  a flight. 

And  fent  her  to  their  cafllc  that  fame  night. 
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This  was  a fortreffe  that  but  few  dayes  pafl. 

The  Prince  hadgiu'ntothem  vpon  requeft, 
Betweene  Perpignan  and  CirtafToplaft, 

Neare  to  the  fea, not  of  importance  leafl: 

Here  as  a prifner  they  did  keep  her  faft, 

With  minde  to  fend  her  one  day  vnto  th’Eaft, 
They  purpofe,wi!l  (he,nill  (he,(he  muft  take 
and  good  quite  forfake. 
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The  Damzell,though  not  kept  with  watch  or  guard. 
Yet  brydled  with  the  Parents  awfoll  raync. 

Kept  her  felfc  clofe,  with  good  and  due  regard. 
And  of  their  rigor  did  no  whit  complaine: 

Oncly  to  this  her  thoughts  were  fullprepard. 

To  bide  imprifonment  or  any  paine j 
Or  death  it  felfo,  by  torture  or  by  racke. 

Rather  then  from  her  promife  to  go  backe. 
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Benaldo  finding  that  his  fu  ttle  fyre. 

Had  tanc  his  After  thus  forth  of  his  fift 
Nor  able  as  his  promife  did  require, 

Bpgens  fuite  to  furtherand  aflifl: 

Forgets  he  is  a fonne,and  in  his  yre, 

Railes  on  his  Parents,  but  (ay  what  he  lift, 

They  are  content  to  giue  the  words  to  loofers, 
But  in  their  daughters  match  they  wil  be  choolcrs 

I^^wohearing  this, and  greatly  fearing. 

Lead  iecnlhould  by  louc,or  by  conlfraint. 

Get  his  fairc  Lady  by  his  long  forbearing. 

He  mind$(but  none  he  doth  therewith  acquaint;) 
To  giue  aipeedie  death  to  iwnjfwiearing 
That  he  ofC^yifjwill  make  him  a faint. 

And  thathe  will, except  his  hope  deceauehim,^ 
Of  fccptcr,life,and  louc,and  all  bereauc  him. 
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And  in  his  mindc  refbluedfull  thereon, 

Dow  H«5?ori  armor  that  from  Mandrkard 
He  late  had  wonne,  forthwith  he  putteth  on, 
Frontyno  eake  he  fccrcatly  prepard: 

Eagle  vpon  his  (hceld  he  would  haue  none, 

I cannot  tell  you  well  in  what  regard: 

Indeed  thereof  an  argent  Vnicorne, 

In  field  of  Gewls  by  him,as  then  was  borne. 
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Onely  one  truflie  feruant  and  no  mo. 

He  takes  with  him  his  purpofe  to  conceale. 

He  giueth  him  in  charge  where  car  he  go. 

That  he  his  name  to  no  man  do  rcueale: 

Mofa  and  Rhyncdie  pad  with  pafe  not  flow. 

And  Auftria,  to  th’ Vngarian  common  weale: 

And  vpon  Ifters  banke,fuch  (peed  he  made. 

That  in  a while  he  came  vnto  Belgrade. 

76 

Where  Saua  doth  into  Danubia  fall. 

And  all  along  that  ftreame  he  might  difeouer 
Enfignes  and  banners  all  Impcriall, 

That  nye  the  ftreame  in  numbers  great  did  houer: 
Great  was  their  multitudc,and  Gretians  all, 

Who  with  a hope  that  cittie  to  recouer. 

Which  late  before, from  them  theBulgars  wonne. 
Were  thither  brought  by  th’Emperor  & his  fonne. 

77 

Twixt  Belgrade,and  the  ftreame  in  Warlike  rankes. 
The  Bulgars  flood  eu’n  to  the  mountaines  ridge, 
Both  armies  waterd  at  that  riuers  bankes. 

The  Greekes  endeuord  there  to  caft  a bridge; 

And  for  that  end  prepared  boates  and  plafikes. 

The  Bulgars  fought  their  purpofe  to  abridge: 
Scarcehad  Bggero  vewd  them  wel,  & feene  them. 
But  that  there  fell  a skirmifh  hot  betweene  them. 

The 


StHUBCt. 


FarJ‘Au£Hd» 
diUt,  for  xohtn 
the  Entftrort  ^ 
rreredea<i,tb^ 
defied  them  and  i 
caUed  them  Ditei  j 
which  imports  I 

as  much  as  faint,  I 


( 


I 


ii 


OF  OKLANDO  FVRIOSO. 


381 


78 

Tlie  Greeks  were  foure to  one , befide  they  hauc, 
Goodftore  of  boates  with  many  a plahkc&boord 
And  to  the  place  a fliarpc  aflault  they  gaue, 
Meaning  topalTc  although  there  were  no  Foord: 
But  this  was  but  a pollicte,  and  brauc, 

For  Lton  fo  this  while  himlelfe  befturd. 

That  with  a compafle  that  about  he  fetj 
Both  he  andhis,the  fttcamepaft  without  let. 

79 

With  little  leffc  then  twentie  thoufand  men,’ 

Along  the  bankes  he  fecretly  doth  rule. 

And  gauc  to  them  a frelh  alarum  then, 
Commingvnlookcd  for,and  vnefpide: 

Alfothc  Eirip’rorCow/?4;rf(no,whcn 
He  faw  his  fonnc,on  land  on  tother  fide, 
Joyningboth  plank'c  to  planke,3nd  boat  to  boat. 
With  all  hispowre,3ileafie  paflagegot. 

80 

The  Btilgar  Captaine  that  V«tran'>  hightj 
Being  a valient  warrior  and  a wife, 

Endeuord  both  by  pollicie  and  fight 
Tobcare  the  bront,but  nothing  could  fiifficc: 

For  J-eon  both  by  multitude  and  might,  , 
Viihorfed  him,and  ear  he  could  arifc-, 

Sith  he  to  y eeld  him  prilher  did  difdainc, 

Among  a thoufand  fwords  he  there  was  flaine. 

81 

Tillthcn,theBulgars  valiently  madched, 

But  when  they  faw  their  king  and  Captaine  flaine 
So  great  a terror  in  their  minds  was  bred, 

In  their  faint  hearts  no  couragp  did  remaine : 
J^ogei-o  feeing  how  the  Bulgarsned, 

And  none  to  flay  or  bring  them  backe  againe: 
Tohclpe  the  weaker  part  refolueth  briefly. 

For  hate  of  Conjiantine,  but  Leon  chiefly. 

81 

Hefpurreshishoi  fc  that  like  the  wind  doth  runne. 
And  makes  the  ftand,that  fled  with  fainting  breft 
Andhauingfpidc  one  brauer  then  the  funne, 

A gallant  youth,more  forward  then  the  reft: 

(This  fame  was  Confiantinos  fifters  fonne) 

At  him  J^ero  runnes  with  fpeare  in  reft : 

He  brake  his  ftiield  and  coate  like  brittle  glafle, 
And  through  his  bodie  m ade  the  Ipcare  to  palfe. 

83 

He  Icaues  him  dead, and  Ballyfard  he  drawes, 

And  with  that  blade  he  fticwd  himfelfe  fo  flout. 
Who  meeteth  himjfoonc  to  repent  haiie  cqufe. 
He  prefleth  in  among  the  thickeft  roucj 
Ones  skull  he  cleaueth  to  the  very  iawes. 

Heads, leggs,and  armes  flew  all  the  field  about: 
The  ftreame  that  earft  did  run  as  ChriftaD  cleare, 
Virmillion  now  doth  to  the  fight  appeare. 

84 

No  man  that  faw,  much  lefle  that  felt  his  blowes. 
Dare  once  make  head  againft  theni,or  refill  them 
^^ere  in  the  field  triumphant  goes, 

The  Bulgars  now  march  freely  where  it  lift  them: 
Nor  was  there  one  amongft  them  all  thatknowes. 
What  wight  it  was  that  did  fo  well  aflift  them: 
This  change  they  faw  procur’d  in  little  fpace, 
They  that  erft  fled, now  held  their  foes  in  chafe. 


Ltonulugujins  Handing  on  a hill, 

A place  aboue  the  reft  much  eminent^ 

Seeing  one  maiihis  men  today  and  kill. 

And  tlrat  their  loflc  and  flight  was  euident : 

He  wonders  at  his  courage  and  his  skill. 

And  thinks  that  God  had  ftire  fome  Angelfenr, 

To  plague  the  Grecians  for  their  old  offences. 
And  for  the  Bulgars  fuccours  and  defences. 

8^ 

He  fees  both  by  his  armes  and  Vnicorne, 

Thatfure  he  wasaknight  offcrraine  Nation, 

And  where  as  fome , mor  e hate  would  him  hati  e 
He  rather  held  him  in  more  admyration:  (borne , 
His hartjwhom  vertuoiis  thoughts  didftill  adornc 
And  euer  was  ofnoble  inclination; 

Made  him  extoll  him  for  his  deeds  of  armes. 
Although  his  men  by  him  reccau’d  fuch  harmes. 

87 

Eu'n  as  a babe,  whom  fometime  mou’d  with  Ire, 

The  mother  beates  with  rod  jOt  with  it  chafeth, 
Runnes  not  vntothe  fiftcr,nor  the  fyre. 

But  to  the  Mam,  and  fweetly  her  imbraceth: 

So  now  though  Leons  men  are  made  retyre. 

And  though  Romero  killeih  them  and  chafeth, 
Yethis  great  valew  maketh  Leonlouc  him. 

More  tile  he  hates  him,for  the  harme  he  doth  him 

88 

But  if  that  leonlouc  him  andadmyre. 

Me  thinks  he  hath  but  forric  rccompence. 

For  w'hy  Kggeros  hope  and  foie  delirc. 

Is  to  do  Leon  damage  and  offence: 

He  lookes  for  him,and  oft  he  doth  enquire. 
Which  way  he  was, but  the  wife  dilligence: 

And  long  experience  of  the  warie  Greekc, 

Caufd  that  ^gero  him  in  vaine  did feeke. 

89 

Leon  that  faw  his  foiildicrs  flic  fo  faff. 

Sounded  retreit,and  to  his  father  fenc 
A mefl’engcr  forthwith, in  all  poll  haft. 

And  ofhis  meffage  this  was  the  content: 

To  leihimvnderftandhow  things  hadpaft. 

And  with  him  fly  forfeare  of  being  fhent; 
Likewife  himfelfe  and  his,haft  all  they  may, 

Ouer  the  ftreame  themfelues  then  to  conuay. 

90 

But  yet  for  all  his  haft , his  men  were  flaine, 

And  fome  with  haft  were  drowned  in  the  ftreame^ 
The  Bulgars  now  did  conquerors  remaine. 

That  erft  in  perill  were  to  loofe  their  Reamc : 
The  knight  of  ih’Vnicornc,thcy  all  fee  plainc, 
Caufd  al  their  good;  wherfore  with  ioy  exireame, 
Tohim  they  go  acknowledging  indeed, 

That  all  their  gloric  did  from  him  proceed. 

91 

Some  kifle  his  hands, and  Ibmc  do  kifle  his  fcctc. 
And  in  moft  humble  manner  him  falute. 

Honour  deuine  they  thinke  for  him  but  mccte. 
And  powredeuine  they  do  to  him  impute: 

They  fend  their  chiefeft  Captaincs  him  to  mcctc, 
And  all  of  them  to  him  do  make  ihisfutc: 

Andvp  toheau’n  their  ioyfull  voyces  ring, 
Thathe  wouldbe  their  Captaine, guid,  andking. 


Sintile. 


This  tnaatrut 
mill  nature. 


THE  XLIIIL  BOOKE 


Moral]. 


Hiflori:. 

Allegoric. 

Allulion. 


381 

I{p^ero  vnto  them  this  anfwere  made; 

That  he  will  be  their  guid  as  they  thinke  heft. 
But  that  he  will  not  come  into  Belgrade, 

Nor  ftaffejnor  feepter  touch  at  no  requeft, 

Vntill  that  I-eon  that  did  them  inuadc, 

He  haue  once  {lajne,or  tane  him  at  the  lead: 

For  why  a thoufand  miles  for  this  alone. 

He  ridden  had,  and  other  caufe  had  none. 

S>3 

This  faid,forthwithhe  biddeth  them  adew. 

And  would  no  longer  ftay  at  their  defiring. 

But  that  way  fled, did  him  purfew, 

(For  flight  it  was  indced,andnot  retyring) 
Howbeit  Leon  and  his  men  thatknew, 

What  infuch  cafe  for  faftic  was  requiring,  (part 
Brake  down  the  bridge,  wb£  they  the  flxeame  had 
And  (b  as  then  they  made  the  paiTage  fad. 

94 

I{ogero  failing  of  his  firft  intent. 

Seeking  fome  place  topafle  to  tother  fide, 

Along  that  dreame  till  all  thatday  wasfpcnt. 
And  3l  thatniglit  vnceflantly  doth  ride : 

Early  next  mornevntoa  townchc  went. 

To  cafe  his  weary  ed  bodic,and  befidc. 

To  make  his  horle  amendsfor  fo  great  wrong. 

In  keeping  him  without  a bait  fo  long. 


FngardOy  one  of  reckning  good  and  date. 

Held  this  fame  towne  to  Cenfimitmo  deare, 

And  footmen  had, and  horlraen  get  oflate, 
Since'of  tbefe  warres  he  did  Eid  tidings  heare : 
^gtro  finding  none  to  watch  the  gate, 

Enterd  more  boldly  finding  paflage  cleare: 

AUb  the  towne  it  felfe  within  he  found. 

With  meat  anddrinkc,  and  lodging  to  abound. 
96 

Now  where  l^gen  lodged  that  fame  night. 

One  of  Romania  happ  end  there  to  ofte. 

That  prcfcnc  was  at  the  precedent  %ht. 

When  as  I^^gero  holpe  the  Bulgars  hoft : 

And  at  that  time  did  him  lb  lore  aflright. 

That  though  of  his  clcapinghe  might  boft; 

Yet  Hill  he  feared  him,  and  ftUl  did  doubt  him. 
And  Hill  he  thought  that  Vny come  about  him. 
97 

Wherefore  when  as  hefaw  thac(heeld,he  knew 
This  was  the  man  that  eu’n  before  fo  late. 

So  many  of  the  Grecian  armie  flew. 

Straightway  he  hafted  to  the  calUe  gate: 

And  that  he  may  haue  audicnce,he  doth  lew. 

For  matter  thatconcemes  the  realmc  and  ftate: 
But  when  he  was  admitted, what  he  told, 

W ithin  the  booke  infuing  Uc  vnfold. 


Ho\»  truely  iSrypon  ^^OVO  iufi  caufe  mine  author  hlameth  Vrincesfor  their  rreah  keepingpromife^and  their  cetitimaH  hrea- 
king  ofleagues(be  they  made  neutrfo  fcJlemly)  I thinkf  ourprefent  time  eS  Witnejje^n  winch  it  it  hard  to f^jwhedter  a>fy  tw 
T rinces  in  Euro pe  at  this  he  ajfured  each  ofotlters  loue  : the  reafon  it  plaine. 

They  weigh  not  wrong  nor  right,  nor  rccken  ofit. 

Further  then  it  may  tend  to  their  owne  profit. 

jind  at  the  fault  it  theirs, fo  fare  they  hane  a great  punijhmentfor  ityvlyicb  it,tlMt  they  Hue  inperpetuaE  feare  one  of another y 
and  euer  one  iealottt  of  anothersgreatnes:  it  wot  a happie  time  (ifeuer  there  wot  a time)r»henit  wot  otherwife. 

In  dame  Beatrice  may  note  thenotahleamhiciottt humor  of»ome,Jpecialijt in  miacintig  their  childre  aboue their  eaSingy 
winch  I touched  more  at  large  in  the  notes  of  the fift  hookeyteitlxr  are  the  wifr fort  of  men free  from  tbit  folly, for  if  they  may 
match  their  daughters,  fo  at  they  may  fay  try  Lord  my  fonne  , they  tltinkp  they  haueGod  almiglstiehy  the  toe  ( at  the  pro* 
uerbe  faith'^whercatmany  times  they  hauetlse  diuellby  the  claw : but  thefe  that  glorUfo  to  makp  then fonnestlseir  Lords,  t 
Would  haue  them  heare  that  yerfe  o/Marciall  to  one  tisat  called  hit  father  hit  Lord. 

Seruu  m te  dicis  natum  ingenueque  fateris. 

Cum  dicis  dominum  Sofibiane  pattern. 

A flaue  thou  arc  by  byrth,  of  this  I gather. 

For  euermorc  thou  faift,  my  Lord  my  father. 

Pery  thous  would  needs  takjt  ypon  him  by  the  helpe  of  Th  cleus  to  (leale  away  the  daughter  of  the  kfttg  ofM  oloffue , but 
beingbotbtaken,'P  evithous  was  deuoured  by  Cerberus  a great  dogge  that  tlse  faidking  kept,and  Thefeus  was  after  refeued 
by  Hcrculcs.'f^ftf  arofe  the  fable  that  they  went  to  hell  togither  to  fieale  Profcrpina,/cr fo  was  that  l^mgs  daugher  named. 

In  the  maty  lets  that  Rogero  hath  ear  he  canget  Bradamant,  tlte  Mlegorie  it  continued  from  tlx  beginning  tothe  end  of 
the  whole  worke^o /hew  Itow  hardly  a man  comes  to  a true  contentment  and  peaceable  Jiate  in  tint  world  {which  is  figured  in 
the  match  will)  Bradamant)mdn  hauingfiili  enimies  bodily  orgho/lly  to  hinder  and  interrupt  the  fame. 

J»BradamantSf(w»/?4/rf /owe to  Rogero,  IxaUudsto  a Ladieofthelmfeof  Colonna,that  wdrr/WLuigy  Gonzaga 
againfi  the  Topes  will,  attd  many  ofhu  adherents. 

Here  end  the  notes  of  the  ^i^.bookc. 
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THfe  ARGVMENT. 
LeortyRogero  doth  from  killing fauCt 
In  T headoras  crewell prifon  pent’^ 

Aftei^which,  Leon dotb%ogero cnate^ 
T'oviin'himBrad/tmant:  hedotkajfmt: 

Aneffd tight  with  her  \-ij.houres  a combat  brAue\ 
■ Of  which  he  after  didfo fore  repent : 

In  fohrow great y he  thought  to  end-hit  hfcy  ■ 

T biffing  another  fjotild pojfejfe  his  wife.  - 


Ooke  how  much  higher 
fortune  doth  ered. 
The  clyniing  wight  j on 
her  Vnftable  wheele,' 
So'nmch  the  nighcr  may 
^manexpeft> 

To  (ce  his  head , where 
.late  he  faw  his  hecle: 
Tolycrates  hath  prou’d  it 
in  effed. 

And  Difnyfiu^  that  two  true  did  fcele : 

Who  long  were  luld  on  high  in  fortunes  lap. 

And  fell  downc  fodainly  to  great  mifhap. 
z 

On  lochei  fide,the  more  man  is  opprefled, 

And  vtterly  ou’rthrowne  by  Fortunes  lowre. 

The  fooncr  comes  his  ftatc  to  be  redrefledj 
Whe  wheele  (hnl  tume  & bring  the  happy  houre: 
Some  from  the  block  haue  grown  to  be  fo  blefled. 
Whole  realmes  haue  bin  fubieded  to  their  powre 
As  Mariut  and  Ventidiw  fample  is, 

Informer  age,and  lopr  of  France  in  this. 

3 

That  Lews  of  France  (the  ftorie  well  is  knowne) 

That  to  Mfonfus  fonncjdid  giue  his  daughter. 
Who  was  at  Saint  Albinos  ouerthrowne, 

Andeu’n  with  much  adoe  efcaped  flaughterj 
A like  miffortune  by  like  daunger  growne, 

MtitlTtw  Corninio  leapt  a little  after : 

And  hauing  pall  that  moment  by  good  chance, 
One  ruled  Hiingarie,  the  tother  France. 

Tis  manifeft  in  {lories  new  and  old. 

That  good  and  ill, each  other  do  lliccced, 


And  worldly  bliOe  hath  but  a {lender  hold. 
Wherefore  a man  of  wifedome,  will  take  heeds 
And  on  his  fortune  neuer.be  too  bold, 

Although  his  date  and  riches  farre  exceed*. 
Noryetin  fortune  ill,di{paire  or  doubt. 

For  euermore  her  wheele  doth  turne  about. 

f 

^gtrOyZt  I lately  did  repeat, 

Hauing  repulfed  both  the  Tonne  and  lyre, 

Grew  to  liich  pride  therewith,and  fuch  conceatj 
(Ambition  euermore  afpiringhyre:) 

He  thinks  by  fortune  and  his  force  fo  great, 

Leon  to  kill, which  was  his  chiefe  defire. 

And  for  that  purpofe,  aid  he  asketh  non^ 

But  thinketh  lure,to  do  the  feat  alone. 

6 

But  {he  that  cannot  fuifer  nor  abide. 

That  any  long  Ihouldofhcr  fauourboft. 

Now  in  the  midft  of  all  his  praife  and  pride. 
When  inherfauourhe  affied  mod, 

Caufed  him  of  this  knight  to  be  diferide; 

Who  went  vnto  Vngardo  draight  in  pod,  ■ 

And  told  him  how  that  man  that  put  to  flight 
The  Greekilh  hod, would  he  in  towne  that  night, 

7 

Saying,  twashappend  eu’n  as  onecouldwilh. 

If  fo  they  mard  not  all  by  ill  contriuing. 

That  he  was  now  taken  as  is  a filh. 

That  to  the  net  comes  without  any  driuingj 
Or  rather  lay  es  it  felfe  into  the  difli. 

Making reCdancc  none, nor  any  driuing: 

Much  did  the  Captaine  at  thefe  newes  reioyce. 
And  Ihewd  the  fame  by  gedure  and  by  voyce. 

And 
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Anclprcfcndy,piouIfion  fiich  he  made, 

Thacgood taken  was  that  night. 

And  kept  as  prilhcrnow  in  Nouengrade> 

(For  fo  the  townc  where  he  was  taken  hight) 
What  ihould  he  doPwhcn  armd  men  did  inuade 
Him  naked  and  a flecpc,with  fo  great  might: 
ypgardo  ftraightdoth  fend  this  ioyfull  ty ding. 

To  Co»^<wr*v»,atB.dtrich  now  abyding. 

9 

Forfincchis  forces  late  were  beaten  downc, 

He  thought  it  fafeft,  quickly  to  withdraw 
Vntofome  ftrcngth,or  to  fome  walled  towne, 
(For  of  the  Bulgars  now  he  had  luch  aw) 

He  doubted  they  would  hazard  eu’n  his  crownc, 
Hauing  fo  braue  a guide  as  earft  he  faw. 

And  this  fame  towne  was  ftrong,&  did  pertayne 
To him,whofc  fonne  was  by  ^gero  flayne. 

10 

But  when  this  meffage  of  their  Captains  taking. 

By  letters  and  by  Poll, was  brought  to  him. 

He  was  therewithjin  fuch  a ioyfoll  taking. 

He  thought  he  now  in  leas  of  milke  did  fwimj 
His  face  that  pale,  his  heirt  that  earft  was  qua- 
Vp6  this  newes,ic  chearefuU  was  & trim;  (king. 
The  Bulgars  now  he  counts  as  oucrthrowncj 
The  viftorie  he  iudgeth  fure  his  owne. 

II 

As  doth  the  father  ioy,fo  doth  the  fonne. 

Of  tins  good  liap,though  for  a further  end. 

He  hopeth  this  braue  knight  may  now  be  wonne 
By  curtefie)io  be  his  fakhfull  frend. 

He  needeth  not  cnuie(if  that  were  donne) 

King  Charls  the  great  j(he  thinks)but  eu'n  conted. 
Both  with  his  Palladines,and  all  his  garrifon, 

For  flovvre  of  Chiualrie,to  make  comparifon. 

la 

ButTheodcra  was  of  other  naindcj 

Don  Leans  Aunt,  whofe  fonne  ^ngero  flew. 

For  Ihe  with  choller  cary’d  headlong  blind. 

And  for  his  loffe^whofe  death  (he  moft  did  rew, 
ToConfiantin  her  Lord, and  brother  kmde 
She  wenr,and  at  his  feete  her  felfe  Ihe  threw. 

And  when  Ihe  firft  had  made  a piteous  plaint, 

She  with  her  foit, this  wife  did  him  acquaint. 

I willnot  rife  from  thefeyour  fectc(flie  feth) 

My  liege, vntil!  you  graunr  me  powre  to  wreake 
My  felf  on  hira,that  brought  my  fonne  to  death. 
And  did  with  cruell  fpearc,his  hues  lyne  breakc: 
Befides  he  was  your  nephew,  while  his  brech 
Did  durc,you  faw  his  loue,and  feruice  cake. 

Your  highnes  knowes^t  were  to  great  a wrong, 

, Tolethisdeathbe  vnreuengedlong. 

14 

Further  you  fee,  God  of  his  goodnes  mcare. 

Hath  caufd  that  wretch,  the  cape  thus  to  forfake. 
And  come  like  birde  tobayt(thc  cafeis  cleare) 
Where  as  Vngttrdo  did  him  prifher  take, 

Oncly  bccaiife  my  fonne,  I lou'd  fo  deare. 

Might  notgovnreueng’d  to  Stigian  lake: 

Then  giue  me  him  (my  Lord)  and  be  content, 

1 Iwage  my  griefewith  his  lharpe  punilhment. 


IJ 

Her  plaints  and  mone,fo  well  flic  doth  detilc. 

So  forcibly  and  hcartely  flic  prayd. 

Nor  would  not  from  his  feete  fturre  in  no  wife^ 
(Although  the  noble  Emp’rour  did,  and  fayd 
All  that  he  could, to  make  her  thence  arife. 

That  fith  flic  would  by  no  meancs  be  denayd. 

But  ftilJ  renewd  her  fuit,withpiteous  weeping. 
He  graunteth  her  tlic  prifner  m her  keeping. 

16 

And  thus  at  laft,to  make  the  matter  fliort. 

He  fendeth  for  the  kniglitof  th’  Vnicorne, 

And  gaUc  him  herjwhgfe  chiefe  delight  and  (port, 
Was  to  deuife  to  workc him  woe  and  fcornc; 

All  common  deaths  were  of  to  milde  afort, 
Tohauehim  hangd,andallinpeecestornc, .. 
And  or]  each  gatc,to  fet  a quartred  lymm. 

She  thought  it  was  not  plague  enough  for  himi 

17 

Chaind  hands  and  feetc,and  neck,  flielockthim  vp 
In  dungeon  voidcofliglir,but  full  offtinke. 

With  mouldie  bread,  the  made  him  dyncandllip. 
And  gauc  him  puddle  water  for  his  drinke; 
Shortlic  flic  meancs,  that  he  aforie  cup 
Shall  raft,  but  till  (he  may  her  felfe  betliinkc 
What  it  fliall  be,(he  giucth  him  a keeper, 

Whofe  rancor  was  asdeepe  as  hcrs,or  deeper, 

18 

Oh  had  Duke  noble  daughter  knowne, 

Of  her  B^ogeros  now  diftreffed  ftate. 

Or  if  it  had  bene  to  Marfifa  (howne. 

Who  lou’d  him  deare, though  in  another  rate. 
Both  tone  and  tocher,  thither  would  haue  flowne. 
And  would  not  ceafe  to  ride  betimes  and  late. 

To  refeue  good  i^<ro,and  aflifl, 

Let  Ammon  and  his  wife, fay  what  they  lift. 

19 

Now  ChitrU  the  great, began  to  call  to  mindc 
His  promifcjby  the  whichhimfcJfe  was boUnd, 
That  husband  none  fliould  euerbe  aflinde 
To  Eradamanty  but  he  in  fight  were  found 
Her  match,and(as  kings  vie  in  fuch  a kinde} 
Hepubliflied  the  fame  by  trompetsfounde, 

Ou’r  all  his  Empire, fendingproclamacions. 

That  foonc  thefame,did  flye  to  forren  nations, 

^o 

Thus  much  the  writing  made  men  vndcrftand. 

That  no  man  Eradamant  to  wifo  fliould  get. 

But  one  that  would  attempt  with  fword  in  hand. 
From  riling  of  the  fuiine,vntillit  fee. 

Her  force  in  Angle  combat  to  withftand; 

Which  if  that  any  could, there  was  nolcr. 

But  flie  agrees,and  Charls  himfclfe  allows. 

That  fuch  a one  fliould  liaueherforhis  Ipoufc. 

zi 

Further  this  Article  was  there  fet  downe. 

That  they  fliould  name  the  weaponifihcy  lift. 
For  why  hervallcw  was  of  great  renowne. 

To  fight  on  horle,on  footc,in  field, in  lift, 

Duke  now  that  to  witliftand  thccrowne. 
Wants  force  and  will,no  longer  doth  refill. 

But  after  long  difcources  with  his  daughter, 
Forcedjin  fine  back  to  the  Court  he  brought  her. 
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Her  mother  cake, though  wroth  and  malcontent, 

Yet  both  for  nature, and  for  honours  fake. 

Good  ftore  of  coftly  clothes  incontinent. 

Both  gownes  and  l^rtles,fot  her  Ihe  doth  makej 
Thus  Br adamant  with  both  her  parents  went, 
Vnto  the  Courl,where  flic  fmall  ioy  did  take. 

She  fcarce  efletmed  it  a Court  to  be. 

When  that  her  louer  there  (he  could  not  fee. 

As  one  that  faw  in  April!  or  in  May, 

A pleafant  garden,full  of  fragrant  flowres, 

Then  when  the  earth  new  clad  in  garments  gay, 
Deckes  cu’ty  wood  &groue,with  pleafant  bowres, 
Comming  againe  on  fbme  Decembers  day, 

And  fees  It  mard,wich  winters  ftormes  & fliowrcs. 
So  did  this  Court  to  Bradamant  appeare. 

When  as  (he  faw  Hogero  was  not  heare. 

She  dares  not  aske  of  any  man  for  feare, 

Leaft  fuch  a queftion  might  her  loucaccufc, 
Howbeit  fecretly  flie  lendeth  care. 

To  othesrs  talkc,as  in  fuch  cafe  men  vfe* 

Each  mafaith  he  is  gonc,but  none  knows  whcarc. 
For  to  the  Courtjof  him  there  camcnonewes. 
And  he  himfclfe,whcn  as  he  thence  departed, 
Hispurpofe  vntono  man  there  impart^, 

O in  what  feare  and  rage  thefe  newes  doth  fet  her, 
To  heare  J{ogtro  was  in  manner  fled. 

She  thinks  that  furejbecaufe  he  could  not  getter. 
And  that  her  father,  nay  to  him  had  fed. 

That  now  he  fought  ofpurpofe  to  forget  her. 

And  ftiunnc  her  fighl,tnat  all  his  forrow  bred; 

She  thinks  that  he  fro  thcce  himfelfe  withdraws, 
Ondy  for  this  and  for  none  other  caufe, 
x6 

But  aboue  alljtliis  doubt  her  heart  aflayles. 

That  he  was  gone  to  fecke  fome  forren  loue, 
Andlith ^ofhis purpofeherehefayles,  (prone, 
Tolpeedfome  other  where,  he  ftraight  would 
As  fro  aboord  medriueoutnayles  withnayles. 
So  with  new  loue  he  would  her  loue  remoue; 

But  ftraight  another  thought, that  thought  gain- 
She  thinketh  her  full  of  faith.  (faith, 

*7 

And  there-vpon  her  fclfe  flie  reprehends. 

That  flic  her  loner  fliould  fo  much  abufe, 

Thus  in  her  mindc,one  fancie  him  defends, 

And  then  another,doth  him  fore  accufr. 

And  (lie  her  care  to  either  fancie  lends. 

And  in  great  doubt  flic  is,which  part  to  chufc; 

But  when  a while  flie  hadher  felfe  bethought. 

She  leaneth  moft,to  the  beft  pleafing  thought. 
a8 

Chiefly  when  in  her  minde  flic  doth  repeat 
i(og#«)jpromifc, which  he  bad  her  truft. 

She  thinks  to  him  the  iniuric  is  great. 

That  caufelefly  flie  now  fliould  him  miftruft. 

And  eu*n  as  he  were  prefent,lhe  doth  beat 
Her  breftjthat  ftill  doth  harbor  thoughts  vniuft, 
My  felfe  hath  finn’d(flie  faith)which  now  I curfc. 
But  he  that  caufed  it  is  caufe  of  worfe. 


Loue  was  the  caufc(quoth  flie)that  in  ray  harr. 

Your  face  and  grace  ingraued  hath  fo  feemly. 

And  therewith  hath  fet  forth  each  vertuous  parr, 
Befeeming  thec,fo  fweetly  and  fo  trymly. 

That  fure  no  dame, that  knows  well  what  thou  art. 

Can  chufc  but  fall  in  loue  with  thee  cxtrecmly. 

And  therewithal!,  with  all  her  powrc  indeucr. 

To  win  thy  loue,and  make  thee  hers  for  euer. 

3° 

Oh  if  that  loue  had  grau’d  thy  thoughts  fo  well. 

As  it  hath  grau’d  thy  vifage  in  my  minde. 

In  how  great  ioy,andblyffc  fliould  I then  dweW, 

For  well  I bnow,that  they  be  true  and  kindej 
Then  ieaIoufic,the  onely  plague  ofhell, 

(To  which  alas  I am  tomuch  inclinde) 

Should  quickly  ccafe,  and  I fliould  free  me  fro  Ir, 

Nor  would  1 in  my  heart, once  thinke  vpon  h. 

31  ■ 

But  as  a mifer,that  hoords  vp  his  treafure,  Ti  Simih. 

Doubts  in  his  abfence  ftill,  that  thccues  be  there. 

So  I when  thou  thatart  mine  onely  pleafurc, 

Art  abfent  far  from  mc(I  know  not  where)  (fure. 

Straight  1 fufpeft,and  ftraight  I doubt  falfc  inea- 
And  llrayt  my  hope  grows  fdrc,&  more  my  feare 
Which  though  1 thiiflre  both  bootleflcjand  vniuft. 

Yet  ftill  l doubt,and  ftill  I domiftruft. 

31 

But  yet  no  foonerftiall  the  pleafing  light, 

Ofthy  fweet  countenance  come  vnto  mine  eyes, 

O thou  my  ioy,0  thou  my  hues  dcliglir, 

(Though  where  thou  art  I cannot  now  dcuife) 

But  that  true  hope, falfc  feare  fliallput  to  flight. 

And  knowledge  plaine,  all  doubts  (hall  fatisfife, 

Comd  then  my  deare,and  haften  thy  retourning. 

Ear  hope  & feare  fliall  waft  me  quite  with  mour- 

33  , , , (">ng- 

As  when  the  night  hath  fpred  her  mantle  black,  Similt. 

Faint  harted  folke,are  wont  to  be  affrayd. 

But  when  againe  the  day-light  doth  come  back, 

They  arc  of  better  chcare,and  well  appayd: 

So  I do  faintjwhen  as  my  dearc  I lack. 

But  in  his  prcfcnce  1 am  vndifmayd: 

Come  then  my  deare  l(o^^ro,come  vnto  me, 

Beforcthat  hope  and  doubt  do  quite  vndo  me. 

34 

As  in  the  night,cach  litle  fierie  fparke,  Similt.' 

May  plainly  be  difeerned  with  our  eync. 

But  when  the  day  doth  come  wc  then  ftiall  marke. 

That  all  are  dampt  and  do  no  longer  fliinc, 

So  kindels  fcare,in  minde  with  doubt  made  darck, 

Vntill  my  Sunne  in  my  Horizon  fliinc: 

Turnc  then  my  deare,&  with  thy  light  illume  me. 

And  driueaway  this  care,  that  doth  confume  me. 

3y 

As  when  the  Sunne  declines  to  South  moft  low, 

The  land  doth  leefe  the  bewtie  that  (he  had, 

And  winters  ftormes  breed  raync,and  ife,  & Ihow, 

The  pleafant  birds  all  filent  fir  and  fad: 

So  when  as  thou  from  me  far  of  doft  go, 

O Alining  Sunne, whofe  beames  do  make  me  glad 
A thoufand  feares,but  all  vniuft  and  vayne. 

Make  winter  in  my  heart,to  my  great  payne. 

Shine 
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Shine  then  on  mc,0  m/cIearcSunnc,and  bring 
Thy  bcamcs  morcnyCjChiifnow  and  ifc  to  thaw, 
Rcfrcihthefcbraunchcs  witherd  in  their  fpring, 
And  do  no  naore  thy  fclfe  fo  far  withdraw: 

Simk.  AiThilomokt  dolefully  dodi  lingi 

When  as  her  young  ones  all  deftroyd  flicfaw. 

Or  as  the  Tunle  early  mourns, and  late. 

When  Ihe  hath  loft  her  deare  beloucd  mate* 

37 

So  noble  Bradamant  ftill  mournes  and  playnes. 
Fearing  l^gero  had  her  lone  reie  Acd, 

And  with  (alt  teareshcr  loucly  cheeks  diftayncs, 
Yet  fecretly,for  fcarc  tobe  deteAed: 

Oh  had  (he  knownc  that  he  was  bound  in  chaines. 
And  eu’ric  hourc  a cruell  death  expcAed, 

What  griefe  of  minde  thinkeyou,woiild(he  then 
That  was  fo  grieu’d  already  for  his  fake?  (take, 

38 

But  Ioe,the  heau’nly  goodnes  (b  ordaines. 

That  Thetdorat  ragc,and  cruell  (bightj 
Againfther  pri(her,whom  (he  keeps  in  chaynes. 
And  means  to  kill  with  torture  all  (he  might , 
Referuing  him  aliuc  for  greater  paynes. 

Came  to  the  care  oiCxfars  forme  one  night, 

And  put  into  his  heart  to  faue  and  cherilh, 
Andnotto  fufFer  fo  great  vallew  penih. 

39 

The  noble  Leon  thati^o^ero  loues, 

(Not  knowing  though  that  that  B^ero  was) 

Whom  his  rarevertuejand  great  vallew  moues. 
Which  he  didthinke,all  humaine  farre  to  palTc, 
DeuiGng  fundry  wayesjthis  one  he  proues. 

And  by  the  fame,he  brought  the  feat  to  pafte, 

So  that  his  cruell  Aunt,  could  not  e(py  him. 

Nor  once  c6plaine  that  (he  was  wronged  by  him. 

40 

He  (peaketh  in  the  fecretft  fort  he  can, 

Vnto  the  bloudy  wretch  that  kept  the  kayes, 

And  prayth  him  (liow  him  the  condemned  man. 
For  why  he  muft  examine  him  he  fayes: 
Atnight,a  valliant  man  that  was  his  man. 

He  takes  with  him, (it  for  all  bold  alfayes. 

The  cruell  Iayler,thac  no  fraud  fufpe  Aed, 

Didin  all  points  as  Icon  him  direAed. 

Heleadsliim fecrctly  vnto  the  den. 

Where  good  Bogen  was  in  prifon  pent. 

Nor  tookc  be  with  him  any  of  his  men,  v 
But  as  their  guide,the  formoft  of  them  went: 
Who  when  they  faw  their  time  bed  ferued,  then 
No  longer  to  defer  th'  occafion  ment. 

But  vnawares.they  at  aduantage  catch  him, 

And  with  a (bdain  ftab,they  do  di(patch him, 

4Z 

Then  open  they  the  trap  doore  out  ofhand, 

And  downc  they  let  the  ladder  that  was  by. 

And  Iwwwitha  lantemein  hishand. 

Of  light  concealdjWcnt  where  the  knight  did  lyc. 
Bound  on  a grate  with  many  a bitter  band. 

Not  in  the  water, but  thereto  (b  nyc, 

The  very  dampe  was  ruch,that  one  migh^eOe, 
That  (blc  would  kill  him, in  a month  or  leftc. 


43 

With  great  compaftionileonhim  imbraced. 

And fayd,(ir  knight,the  vermeyou hauc  (howne. 
With  fured  knots, my  loue  hath  knit  and  laced 
Toyou,(inccfirft  the  fame  to  me  wasknowne. 

So  as  my  heart  and  thoughts  are  wholly  placed. 
To  feeke  your  fa(tie,ratiier  then  mine  ownc, 
Vcntrjrig,your  welfare  and  your  loue  to  win, 
Tokefe  my  Syres  good  will, and  all  my  kin. 

44 

To  tell  you  true, the  Emp’roursfonne  I am, 

Leon  by  namc,asyet  toyou  a ftraungcr, 

Tofet  you  free,of  purpofe  now  I came. 

Putting  my  perfon,  and  my  (late  in  daunger. 

Both  chat  my  father  greatly  me  may  blame. 

And  looke  vpon  me  cuermorc  with  anger; 

The  lolfe  at  Belgrade, w you  wrought  him  late. 
Makes  him  tobearc  to  you  fo  (harpe  an  hate. 

Thefe  lugred  words,and  many  more  bc(5de. 

Which  were  to  long  for  me  now  to  repeat. 

He  rpake,and  then  his  bands  he  all  vntyde. 

And  fecretly  he  caufd  him  moue  his  feat: 

Bpg^o  in  this  wife  to  him  replyde. 

Your  curtefie  isfuch,your  giftfo  great, 
Giuingmelife,that  you(h^layecommaund  it. 
When  euerit(hall  plcafeyou  to  demaund  it. 

46 

Thus  Leon  in  this  fccretfort  vnknownc, 

Bigero  from  the  prifon  doth  conuay. 

And  fenthim  to  a caftlc  of  his  owne. 

Where  .as  he  might  fecurc,in  (Hence  ftay, 

. Vntill  this  tumult  all  were  ouerblowne. 

And  tiU  agayne  for  him  regayne  he  may 
His  Armes  and  gallant  horfe,and  famous  blade, 
Kept  by  Fngatdo yl.otA  of  Noucngradc. 

47 

The  keeper  flaine,the  next  enfuing  mome. 

The  priibn  gates,  off  from  their  hinges  heaued. 
The  chaines,and  manicles,in  pecces  tome 
Each  man  might  fce,but  none  by  who  perceaiiech 
All  thought  thatleew  had  him  hatred  borne. 
Wherefore  of  him,they  no  mifturft  conccaued. 
The  caufehe  had  ofhate,each  man  doth  know, 
Namely  Ids  late  receauedouerthrow. 

48 

At  this  great  curtefie  that  Leon  vfed, 

wonders  much,and  thinks  it  ftraunge. 

And  fore  he  was  in  minde  and  thought  confufed. 
And  fodainly  he  feels  a wondrous  chaunge, 

His  heart  relentcd,and  all  hate  refufed. 

And  tumde  it  all  to  loue,by  fweet  exchaunge. 
What  earft  maIicious,cruell  was, and  hateftill. 

Is  turned  now  tokinde,andmilde,and  gratefull. 

49 

So  deepe  into  his  head  and  heart  it  finkes. 

That  it  polTeflcd  all  his  foule  and  fence. 

On  this  he  ftudies  when  he  wakes  or  winkes. 

How  he  may  do  to  him  fome  recompence: 

To  (pend  eu’nallhis  fiimrc  daycs(he  thinkes) 
Sole  in  his  femice,and  in  his  defence. 

Could  not  requitc,nofcarce  the  twentith  part. 
Of  fo  great  curcfic,and  fo  great  defart. 
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In  this  meane  wliilejthe  newcs  was  come  fr&  France, 
Which  Charh  had  notifidc  to  many  a nation, 
Ofher  that  would  be  woo’d  byfwordandlaunce. 
In  lingle  fight(fo  fayd  the  proclamation:) 

DonLeon  was  quite  out  of  countenaunce, 
Hearing  of  this  her  ftraunge  determination. 

And  as  a mart  that  well  his  own  ftrengch  knowes. 
Him  felfe  to  weake  for  her  he  dothluppofc. 

51 

And  long  debating  how  he'might  Itipply, 

His  want  of  force  and  couragc,by  his  wit. 

In  fine  he  purpofd  witli  himfelfe  to  tty, 

This  his  new  frend,whofc  name  he  knows  not  yet. 
Although  he  well  could  witneife  with  his  eye. 
That  for  no  braue  exploit  he  was  vnfit, 
Hehopcthby  his  manhood  andhisayd, 

To  conquer  and  to  haue  thathardic  mayd. 

But  two  things  he  muft  do  before  he  goes, 

One  isthe  mindc  of  this  fame  vnknown  knight, 
Vnto  this  hardie  enterprife  difpofe. 

The  tother  is , to  bring  him  to  the  fight 
So  fecretly,as  none  might  it  difclofe. 

And  all  that  while  to  keepe  himfelfe  from  fightj 
Firft  then, in  earncft  fort  he  doth  entreat 
take  on  him  this  hardie  feat. 

53 

Much  might  the  Gteekepreuailc  by  eloquence. 
The  which  he  vfd  to  lead  him  thereunto. 

But  more  prcuay  Id  the  bond  of  rccompcnce. 

So  firme  as  no  time  euer  could  vndo. 

That  though  die  motion  bred  him  great  offence. 
And  fcemd  a thing  vnpofliblc  to  do, 

With  gladder  Iookc,then  heart  he  doth  reply, 

Sir, I may  nothing  vnto  you  deny. 

54  'C 

Though  he  no  fooner  had  this  word  pronounced, 

( Btit  that  he  felt  fuch  griefe  did  gripe  his  hart. 

As  if  damnation  were  to  him  denounced. 

Such  pai^  hehadjfuch  torture  and fuchfmart; 
Natheleflc  his  promile  giu’n  he  not  renounced. 
Nor  from  the  fame  once  purpofd  todepart. 

For  firft  a thoufand  deaths  he  ment  to  chufe. 
Then  one  requeft  of  Lttns  to  refufe. 

55 

Dye  fure  he  (hall(lie  thinks)  for  if  he  leauc 
His  loue,he  knowes  he  cannot  byde  aliue. 

Either  the  forrow  will  oflife  him  reauc. 

Or  if  that  nature  ftiall  with  forrow  ftriue. 

Of  his  own  hands  he  will  his  death  receaue. 

And  folds  Ibulefrom  hatedharbordriue. 

Each  other  thing  on  carth,to  him  feems  polCble, 
But  mifl'ing  her, to  liu  c he  thinks  impofliblc. 

5« 

Then  dye  he  muft,onely  he  doubt’s  what  kinde 
Of  deathjwere  for  his  ftatc  and  fancic  beft. 

Once  this  conceit  did  come  into  his  minde. 

Open  tolay  in  fighthis  naked  breft; 

Might  flic  him  flay, he  deemeth  in  his  mindc. 
That  fuch  a death, in  death  might  make  him  blcft. 
But  then  he  fees  what  follow  would  of  this. 

That  noble  iw»,ftiould  hispurpofe  inifle. 


And  then  himfelfe  of  promife  eakc  fhould  fayle. 

Which  was  not  to  diflemble,  but  indeucr 
That  Leon  in  his  wooing  might  prcuay le. 

And  make  dame  Bradamant  his  ownc  for  euer: 

Thus  though  that  diners  thoughts  his  mind  alfailc 
Yet  wholly  in  that  thought  he  doth  perfeuer. 

That  moueth  him  plainly  todealc  and  trew. 

And  to  all  other  thoughts  he  bids  adew. 

This  while  Don  Leon  with  his  fathers  Icaue, 

With  fuch  retinue  as  his  ftatc  required. 

Of  knights  and  fquyrcs,hisnariuc  foyle  did  leaue. 

And  went  to  fee  tlie  dame  he  fb  defired; 

^ i^o^rro  did  ofhim  before  receaue. 

His  armes  and  horfe,&  in  ftrauge  clothes  attired. 

Day  after  day  they  fo  their  iorney  frame. 

That  at  the  laft  to  Paris  wals  they  came. 

5? 

Leon  into  the  Citie  would  not  go, 

Butncarc  vnto  the  fame  he  pitch:  a tenr. 

And  by  Ambaflage  made  the  king  to  know. 

How  he  was  comc,and  vnto  what  intent; 

Glad  was  king  Ckarls,3nd  did  his  gladnes  flaovr 
With  gifis,and  vnto  him  in  perfon  went, 

Leon  declares  what  did  his  comming  breed, 

Andprayes  he  may  dilpatched  be  with  Ipccd. 
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And  that  Charh  would  that  noble  damfell  caufe. 

To  come  the  day  enfuing  to  the  feeld, 

Thatwould(againft  all  common  wedlocks  lawes) 

Be  wood  and  wonne,onely  with  fword  and  fhceld: 

Charh  cals  for  hcr,and  (he  that  askt  nopawfc, 

Vnto  the  motion  willingly  didyceld. 

And  fo  accordingly  next  day  (lie  came, 

Vnto  the  lifts  prepared  for  the  fame. 
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That  day  that  went  before  the  day  of  fight, 

Bflgero  palled  with  as  great  concent. 

As  the  condemned  man  doth  fpend  the  night,  Sumte, 

The  which  beforehis  execution  went: 

He  cliufd  to  fight  all  clad  in  armor  bright, 

Becaufe  as  then  to  be  vnknown  he  ment, 

And(for  to  hurt  her,was  not  his  pretence) 

Saue  fword,he  vfd  no  weapon  of  offence. 

6i 

Launcehe  would  none,not  that  he  feard  thelaunce. 

Which  firft  ^rgalia,\\\m^flolfo  bar  c. 

Which  forced  men  befide  their  feat  to  daiincc. 

And  vnto  many  menprocurde  great  care. 

For  neither  he  that  vfde  it  firft  in  Fraunce, 

Nor  any  of  thofe  ocher, was  aware. 

How  all  thofe  feats  were  by  inchauntment  donne  Thatfkmt  Ln- 
Saue  that  fame  king,that  gaue  it  to  his  fonne.  tiai'vt,  n-« 
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Alfo  ^fiplfo  and  the  Dor  don  dame,  tberfAngeBi. 

That  with  that  (pcare  full  many  did  vnhorfc, 

Thou  ght  not  th  at  it  from  Nigromancie  came. 

But  from  their  flcight,&  their  own  proper  force. 

They  thought  with  any  (pcarctodothefamc. 

But  now  B^gero  did  both  (peare  and  horfc 
Refufe,becaufe  if  he  had  vfde  his  ownc. 

He  thought  it  would  by  Bradamant  be  knowne. 

Needs 
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Needs  muft  the  datnfell  call  to  ininde  the  ftced. 

For  why  ihe  kept  him  long  at  Clarimountj 
And  vfed  him  with  her  owne  hands  to  feed. 

And  made  of  him  a (peciall  deare  account 
Wherefore  l{ogero  that  tooke  IpeciaU  heed, 

Togo  vnknowoe/efufde  on  hotfe  to  mount, 

Or  any  other  tliingby  which  he  may, 

Vntolus  dearcftlwie  himlelfe  bewray. 

Further  he  needs  an  other  (word  would  take, 

For  well  he  knew  againft  his  Balifard, 

No  fteelc,nor  armor  noncjdcfcnce  could  make, 
Whofe  edge  fokecne,whofemcttall  was  fo  hard, 
Alfo  of  that  new  fword,he(for  her  fake) 

Rebates  the  cdgCjfo  great  was  his  regard; 

And  thus  Irimfclf  both  weakening  and  dilguifing. 
He  came  into  the  field  atTbcluif  rifing. 
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And  that  eachoneforlwnmighthim  note* 

Vntill  the  controuerfie  were  difeided. 

He  wcarc  vpon  his  back  Don  Leons  cotc. 

The  golden  ^gle  with  the  head  deuided, 

(Their  making  both  was  hke/rom  foot,  to  tlirote) 
Thus  when  all  things  were  readily  prouided. 

The  tone  psefents  him  in  the  open  greene. 

The  lotlier  kept  him  rlofc,and  was  not  feene. 
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But  Br adamant  now  in  farre  other  rate, 

, Her  felfe  in  rcadines  for  fight  doth  fet. 

And  if  the  knight  do  his  fwords  edge  rebate. 

As  faff  the  damfell  her  fwords  edge  doth  whet. 

She  wiflieth  with  a heart  moft  full  ofhate, 

Her  fword  a paffage  to  the  quick  might  get, 

Y ea  it  would  comfort  her, and  do  her  good. 

If  ihc  with  eu’rie  blow,could  draw  the  blood. 
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Eu’n  as  a Barbiyc  horfe  that  runnej  a race, 

And  for  the  figne  thereof  hath  long  expe  Aed, 
Againft  his  will, doth  ftay  his  tunning  pace, 

With  fwellingnoftnls  and  with  cares  ereAcd: 
Eu’n  fo  the  noble  damfell  in  like  cafe. 

That  of  prefence  naught  fufpeAcd, 
Swelleth  with  wratli,  and  burnes  like  flammg  fier, 
Vnto  the  combat,fuch  was  her  defier. 
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Andasoftimesaftcrafcarcfull  clap 

Of  thunder, ftraight  an  hurlewind  doth  arife. 

And  lifts  the  waucs  aloft, from  Tbetys  lap, 

Eu’n  in  a moment  vp  vnto  the  skyes. 

The  Hcrdman  doubting  of  fomc  great  mifhap, 
Vnder  fome  tree, or  caue,clofe  hidden  lyes. 

So  Bradamant  with  rage  of  anger  driuen, 

Aflayld  Rogers  when  the  figne  was  giuen. 
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But  neucr  did  a ftifFe  and  aged  oke, 

Againft  the  Northern  blaft,morc  firmely  ftand, 
Nor  better  doth  a rockc  indurc  the  ftroke, 

Of  forging  waueSjftill  wallowing  to  the  land; 
Then  good  i^ero,  guarded  in  the  cloke 
Of  H efhrs armeSjher  forces  did  withftand. 
Though  flic  ftill  layd  on  loadc  with  fpite  and  hatC; 
Vpon  his  arines,his  fidcs,his  breft,and  pate. 
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Sometimes  (he  glues  a blow,(bmecime  a thruft. 
According  as  her  vantage  moft  (he  fpide. 

And  ftiU  (lie  waccht,if  (he  could  hit  hitp  iuft 
Between  the  places,  or  where  the  fame  were  tide; 
Twas  well  the  cotc  was  fuch  .as  one  might  truft. 
For  £hc  doth  fcarch  it  ftill  on  cu’rie  fide. 

And  inwardly  (he  fretteth  in  her  minde. 

That  nought  fell  out  of  that  (he  had  alTignd. 

So  (hall  you  fee  thofe  that  befiege  a tovvne. 

Well  wald , Sc  ftrongly  flankt  with  rapiers  mi^e, 
Affault  it  oft,  and  ftriue  to  batter  downc 
Some  towres  or  gatcs,with  peril  great  and  payne. 
Wafting  their  time, and  Ipcding  many  a crownc, 
Loofing  their  men  about  the  fame  in  vaync. 

No  more  the  damfels  force  did  now  preuayle,  ^ 

To  pierce  a platCjOr  to  vnriuet  nayle. 

Sometime  foorth  of  his  helmet  and  his  (lieeld. 

She  made  the  (parkes  of  fire  fly  out  in  fight. 
Smiting  at  him  with  blows  not  foft,nor  fecld,  . 
Oft  at  the  rcardemayne,and  oft  downc  right. 

As  thicke  as  hayleftones  that  vpon  the  feeld. 

Or  on  the  ty  led  houfes  do  alight 
But  ftill  Rogero  lyes  clofc  to  his  ward. 

And  not  to  hurt  her,ftill  he  hath  regard. 
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Oft  (landing  ftill, now  turnmg,then  retiring. 

Making  his  footc  accompanie  his  fill. 

With lword,with (heeld,w  flip(caafe  fo  requiring) 
He  wards  the  blowes,or  Ihunns  them  as  him  lift; 
And  euer  not  to  damage  her  defiring. 

When  he  might  hitjof  purpofc  ftill  he  mill. 

Yet  in  fuch  wife,that  (he  her  felfe  was  ware. 

And  ail  the  reft,that  he  the  fame  forbare. 
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Bu  t Bradamant  when  (he  her  felfe  bethought. 

What  was  containd  in  th’  Emperors  Edi  A, 

That  who(bcu’r  with  her  a whole  day  fought. 
Should  haue  her  at  the  end  of  fuch  confli  A,  - 
W'lth  all  her  force  endcuord  ftill  and  Ibught; 

To  gall  her  aduerfarie  and  atfliAt; 

And  now  the  more  (he  troubled  was  in  minde, 

To  fee  tbic  Sunne  WeftwSrd  lb  low  declindc. 
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And  as  her  hope  ftill  leflTe  and  IclTer  grew. 

So  her  defire  increaft  ftill  more  and  more. 

Her  loningaduerrarfo  tofobdew. 

That  (he  had  fought  withall  the  day  before: 

As  laborers  whofe  vvotke  by  taske  was  dew. 

That  loyterd  haue  and  now  are  fad  therefore. 
When  night  draweson  beftur  their  lafie  bones, 
Vntill  their  ftrengchiandlight  faylc  both  at  once. 
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AlaCTc  good  Bradamant thou  didft  know, 

The  man  to  whom  thou  wilheft  lb  much  ill. 

That  in  this  fight  hath  bene  thy  frendly  foe. 

And  winneth  thce(perhaps  againft  his  will) 

Thou  wouldcft  fitlihaue  kild  thy  felfe  I trow. 
Then  of  his  bloud  one  litlc  drop  to  Ipill, 

Thou  that  didft  now  (b  curfc  him  &be(hrowhim, 
W ouldft  neither  of  the  do,  if  thou  didft  know  him. 
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But  Chitrls  anJ  all  his  Lords, with  full  perlwafion 
That  tliis  fo  valliant  champion,Ie.« was^ 
Highlietoprayfchim  now  they  takeoccafion; 
And  firh  his  ftrength  did  hers  lb  greatly  pafl'c. 
The)’  thinkeforherjcherenow  was  no  euafion, 
Seeing  the  matter  brought  to  fuch  a palfe. 

Each  man  efteems  this  match  for  her  moll  fit. 
Each  man  allowesjcach  man  commendethit. 
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Now  gan  Don  vhehtu  dip  his  golden  rayes, 

(Jo  (wage  their  burning) in  the  Weftem  leas, 
WbenC/Mr/rhimfelfe  comes  to  the  both&  prayes 
The  damfell  now  her  furie  to  appeafe, 

And  giucth  fencencc,that  without  delayes. 

Daw  Leon  may  her  marry  when  he  plcalc: 
l^a  o doth  hiinfclfc  no  whit  difrlofc. 

But  armed  ftill  backe  to  the  tent  he  goes. 
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Don  ieawjbrotherlv  doth  him  imbrace. 

And  then  heholpe  him  to  vntye  his  bcauer. 

And  With  great  kindnes  kiffed  all  his  face. 

Saying  that  he  was  bound  to  him  for  eiicr> 

And  that  no  time, fuch  meric  could  deface. 
Which  to  reward  he  would  for  aye  indeucr. 
Affirming  frankly  ofhis  own  mccre  motion, 

All  that  he  hadjffiould  be  at  his  deuotion. 

8[ 

Such  curtelie  Ineuer  can  requite. 

Scant  in  this  lifc(hc  raith)or  in  the  next, 

No  though  I (hould  furrendcr  all  ray  right 
Vnto  my  crowne,and  all  thereto  annexe: 
J^o^cro.that  in  fpcach  tookc  fmall  delight, 

Bccing  with  inward  paffion  fo perplext, 
lleftorde  to  him  his  armcs,that  he  hadwomc, 
And  tookc  agayne  hisfhccldofth’ Vmcorne. 

8z 

Pretending(as  he  trucly  might  pretend) 

He  weario  was  ,and  would  himfclfc  repofe, 

And  fo  then  to  his  tent  vnto  that  end, 

Priuat  and  vnaccompanyd  he  goesj 
At  midnight  to  take  horfe  he  doth  intend. 

At  midnight  priuily  from  bed  hcrofe. 

Mounted  and  armd, away  he  thence  departed. 
But  why  nor  whether, he  to  none  imparted. 

And  thus  away  he  fccretly  doth  ryde. 

And  giucs  Frontino  leauc  to  chufe  the  way. 

Now  by  a wopd,then  by  a riuer  fide, 

(He  neiier  looking  to  what  coaft  it  Jay) 

Fayne  he  would  dye , 8t  ftill  come  death  he  ciyde. 
He  thought  death  oncly  could  his  payne  allay, 
Onely  he  wifhed  death, to  end  his  griefe. 

That  while  he  liucs,is  fure  paft  all  rcliefc. 
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Ah  wrcrch(fayd  he)of  whom  can  I complainc. 

For  Ibdain  reauing  me  of  all  my  blyffc? 

Shall  I fb  great  an  iniurie  fuftainc? 

Ofwhom  elfe  (hall  I be  aueng’d  for  this? 

1 did  the  fault, and  now  I fcele  the  painc. 

Nor  can  I fay,but  iuft  the  torment  is. 

For  pimiffiment  doth  properly  belong. 

To  him  that  is  the  author  of  the  wrong. 


8? 

But  had  I done  my  fclfe  the  wrong  alone, 

I might  perhap  forgiue  my  felfc  the  fame. 

Though  furely  caufe,nor  reafoh  there  is  none« 

To  pardon  fuch  a faft,fbworthie  blame: 

But  now  1 haue  to  her  bene  caufe  of  mone, 

To  fuffer  that^c  were  perpctuall  fliame; 

So  though  I (hould  no  iuft  rcuengcmcnt  take 
For  mine  owne  caufc,yct  muft  I for  her  fake. 
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This  wrong  reuenge  I may,T  will,!  muft, 

Oncly  by  death,fith  this  offence  was  fiich. 

To  dye, I foone  ihall  findc  the  way  I tnift. 

The  care  thercof,my  minde  no  whit  doth  tucK* 

Oh  that  1 had  long  fince  bene  layd  in  duft. 

Ear  that  I iniuridmy  deare  fo  much, 

I would  I had  bene  put  to  death  before. 

When  I was  prifner  vnto  T hcodore. 
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If  I had  then  bene  martyrd  and  tormented. 

With  all  the  plagues  her  mallice  could  dcuife. 

At  Icaft  my  deare,  my  death  would  haue  lamctcd 
W ith  tcareSjfrom  out  her  chriftal  ftreaming  eyes ; 
Now  when  (he  knows,  that  1 haue  thus  confented 
To  L«o«,to  betray  her  in  this  wife. 

My  part  of  her,  vnto  a ftraungcr  giuing 
She  will  haue  caufe  to  hate  me,dcad  and  liulng. 
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Now  while  the  knight  did  thus  lament  and  playne. 

The  Eafterparts  ofhcau’n  ,w  light  were  cleared, 
AniT hebiti  from  his  golden houfc  agayne, 

Lift  vp  his  head  wherewith,  all  creatures  cheated 
Betake  them  to  their  ordinarie  payne: 

And  then  vnto  i^ero  it  appeared. 

That  he  was  in  a wood,a  moft  fit  place. 

For  one  of  fuch  a mindc,infucha  calc. 
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He  lights,and  offhe  takes  Frontinos  ladle. 

And  giucs  him  libcrcie,and  thus  he  fayds. 

My  gallant  beaft  lb  good,lb  fcruic'able. 

As  I haue  found  thee  frill  at  all  aflayes. 

Go  hcare  I fet  thee  frec,and  were  I able. 

As  I am  willing,to  fet  foorth  thy  prayfc, 

Doubtlefle  thou  Ihouldfr  not  need  y horfe  enuie, 
That  was  tanc  vp  from  earth  vnto  the  slq'c.  *"  * 
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Nor  Ihould  Prions  pray  fes  make  thee  lory. 

Nor  Cillarut  that  Caflor  did  befrryde. 

Nor  anyprayfdin  Grceke,or  Latin  frory. 

For  why  (thy  lhape  andread)mesbefide) 

Which  of  all  thefe  fo  famous  freeds  can  glory. 

As  thou  mayft  do?it  cannot  be  denyde. 

None  of  them  palTcth  thee  in  commendation. 

Nor  iuftly  chalenge  can  fuch  reputation. 
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Thouhafrbenc  cherilhedand  loued  deerc. 

By  fuch  a Nymphe,fo  fayre  and  fo  deuine,( 

As  all  the  world  can  hardly  fliow  her  Pcerc, 

She  hath  theefcd,with  thatfayre  hand  and  fine, 

I mcanc  my  louc,but  ah  why  hue  I hecrc, 

Sith  now  I may  her  call  no  longer  mine? 

No  longer  mine  Ihe  is,ah  cruel!  word. 

Why  end  not  I my  dayes  by  mine  owne  Iword? 

Now 
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Hovrifl^o^ere  thus  himfclfc  tormented. 

And  caufd  the  birds  & beaftsjto  monc  his  plaint. 
For  none  but  birds  & beafts,  the  place  frequeted. 
Whom  he  with  his  great  forrow  might  acquaint) 
Doubt  not  the  damlell  was  as  ill  contented. 

And  made  a greatetjor  as  great  complaint, 
Sichfor  hcrl'clfelhc  nothinghath  tofay. 

Why  flic  to  iccwjlonger  fliould  lay  nay. 
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Yet  all  meancs  pofliblc  ihc  mcanes  to  trye. 

Rather  then  ihe  will  her  l^^tro  Icaue, 

And  make  king CWh, and  all  his  Lords  to  lye. 
And  ifon  of  his  promilc  to  deceaue; 

Or  if  the  worft  lhallhap,(he  meancs  to  dye. 

And  with  her  hands  of  life  her  fclfe  bcrcaue. 

For  prelcnt  dcath,ftie  rather  ment  to  chufe, 

• Thcnhcrbelou’di^erotorcfufe. 
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How  commeth  it  to  pafrc(fayd  lhe)my  dcarc. 

That  at  this  time  thou  art  lb  far  from  hence? 

How  can  a thing  which  all  the  world  did  hcare. 

So  ftraungely  be  concealed  from  thy  fence? 

If  thou  hadft  heard  it,  fure  thou  wouldfl:  appearcj 
For  that  my  drift,that  was  my  foie  pretence. 

Oh  my  ill  fortune  euermore  accurft. 

What  can  I dccme,but  cu’n  the  very  worft. 
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Why  then  E^gero  mine,can  you  alone. 

Not  know  that  all  the  world  doth  know  befide. 
For  had  you  knowne  it,ftraightyou  would  hauc 
Hither  of  purpolc, cobat  to  hauc  tiydej  flownc. 
Sure  thou  art  tanc,or  flaine,for  third  is  none: 

It  may  bc,i.fo?i  that  thy  prayfe  enuyde. 

Hath  like  a tray  tor,fet  for  thee  a trap. 

And  thou  art  tanc  therein  by  lomc  milhap. 
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Igat  this  grace  of  Charls^to  marry  none. 

But  one  that  were  for  me  in  fight  to  hard. 

Hoping  indeed  that  thou  ftiouldft  be  that  one. 
For  no  mans  force  but  thine  I did  regard; 

I thoughtnone  elfe  could  vanquifti  mcalone. 

But  loe  how  God  doth  this  my  pride  reward. 

That  he  that  ncuer  carft  in  all  his  life 
Did  manly  deedjhath  wonne  me  for  his  wife, 
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If  I be  wonne  and  vanquiflied,bccaufe 
He  matched  ftili  my  force  at  all  aflay  es. 

But  Charls  doth  not  iudge  rightly  of  the  caufe. 
And  therefore  I muft  leeke  fome  new  delayes; 

Ah  if  I now  put  in  fome  caffling  claufe, 

1 ftialbe  cald  vnconftant,all  my  day  es, 

But  ficklenefle  in  mayds  is  feldomc  wonderd. 

Nor  am  I fiift  that  vfde  it,by  an  hunderd. 
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Sumfeth  me, that  inthebeeing  trew 
Vntomy  loue,I  others  all  excell, 

And  paffe  the  patterns  either  old  or  new, 

Nearc  or  far  of,eu’n  wherefocar  they  dwell: 

Then  will  1 bid  that  conftancie  adew. 

That  may  be  hindrance  to  my  doing  well. 

So  I and  Leon  may  not  match  together. 

Let  me  be  deemd  as  wau’ring  as  the  wether. 
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This  Eradamant  vnto  her  ftlfe  doth  fay, 

, And  oft  Ihe  breaks  her  fpcach  with  fighs  & tcarcs. 

And  that  night  that  enfidd  that  luckklfe  day. 

To  fleepe  01  cloichcr  cyc-lidsftiefoibcarcs; 

But  when  beanies  had  driii’n  away  Keflurmu 

’HoCiMnut  ftiadcs,thcn  the  liipernall  Iphearcs,  "filielt  got »/ 
By  which  all  humaine adions  arediredcd,  ”*‘^^** 

Brought  heipe  to  her, when  lead  it  was  expeded. 

ICO 

Forwhy  Marffa^thac  braue  minded  dame. 

Came  the  next  day, and  fowd  new  feeds  offtrife, 

Allcdging  that  it  was  great  wrong  and  fliame, 

A forrencr  fliotildhaue  her  brothers  wife; 

Swearing  her  fclfe  could  not  indure  die  lame. 

And  that  flie  would  by  combat  gage  her  life. 

According  as  the  lawofArnie.  allows, 

Toprouc  l\o^ero  washer lawfull Ipoule. 

lOI 

And  if  dame  EraJaniant  would  it  deny. 

She  faith,ftie  will  it  to  her  face  aucr, 

Hauing  bene  witneflc  both  with  care,and  eye, 

Tliac  good  l\ogcro  was  afliir’d  to  her 

• With  words,as  folkes  in  mariages  apply; 

Adding  flic  would  it  vnto  law  refer. 

Whether  the  damfell  to  her  noble  brother 
Affianced,mighc  luftly  take  an  other. 

101 

Now  whether  this  flic  fpakc  were  falfc  or  trew, 
i know  notjbut  Ihe  fpakc  it  with  intent. 

To  flop  the  mariage  likely  to  enfew 
With  i-eiMjV/hich ihe  fludt’d  topreuent: 

Further  fome  thought  diazBraJamant  it  knew. 

And  that  twas  done  in  part  by  her  confent, 

Hauing  no  lafer,nor  more  heneft  way, 

Left  yntoher,to  fay  Don  Leon  nay. 

103 

In  cuill  part  thefe  newes  the  Emp’ror  tookc. 

And  called  for  the  damfell  by  and  by. 

And  told  her  what  Marfifa  vndenooke, 

(And  loe  by  hap,  Duke  ^mmon  then  ftood  by) 

She  fixed  on  tue  ground  her  filent  looke. 

And  to  thequeftionjfay,d  nor  no  nor  1, 

That  by  her  gcftiircjeu’rie  one  did  take. 

That  that  was  truc,that  catIkMarfifa  Ipake. 

104 

This  made  Orlando  and  Einaldo  glad. 

In  hope  that  this  might  prouc  a lawfull  meanc. 

To  make  the  match  which  they  forepromift  had. 

And  hinder  this  new  match,and  dafti  it  cleane. 

For  lith  Duke  ^mmon  thofc  firft  bancs  forbad. 

And  vnto  Imw fide  did  wholy  Icanc, 

To  vfe  pretence  of  laWjthey  both  had  rather, 

Then  take  by  forcc,the  damfell  from  her  fatlier. 
loy 

For  if  that  this  pretence  may  ftand  for  good. 

The  neck  oflecw*  match  it  then  would  breake. 

And  moue  no  caufe  ofwar, 01  (bedding  blood: 

But  in  great  wrath,  thus  wife  dothfpeakcj 

This  is  a tale  indeed  of  Egtinhood, 

Which  to  belceue, might  (how  my  wits  but  weakc. 

But  thinkc  not  that  1 will  be  fo  befotted. 

Though  this  were  ttue,y  you  hauc  vaynly  plotted. 
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Simile,  Ouid. 
iHualu  fu:cm~ 
(lu  vbi  trux  in- 
fibiUt  Eu’Ui, 
Murmur  a fine- 
tu  fiui.velqui- 
lij  fluhiu. 
,Aequorei/tciut 
Jiquu  proculnu- 
dutt  lilts. 

,4.  wonder  li[l 
nmt  du/ei. 


Morall. 


Hiftoric. 


io6 


Forprefuppofejwliich  yet  I not  confeCTe, 

My  daughter  was  by  folliefo  allured, 

And  that  they  are,w  none  of  wit  could  guefle, 
Eachvntoother,man  and  vvifeaffured: 

I pray  you  yet, the  time  more  plaine  exprefle. 
When  this  wa's  done, how  long  it  hath  indured. 
This  (lure  I am)tis  but  a tale  deuifed. 

Except  it  were  beforehewas  baptifed. 

i'7 

And  iftwere  done  before  his  Chriften  Hate, 

To  ftand  vnto  the  fame  I am  not  tyde. 
Wherefore  this  caueat  is  put  in  to  late, 
Herownc  defire  ihe  hath  not  had  denyde: 

Now  tis  not  fit,a  Prince  offuch  c.ftare. 

As  for  her  fakejaduenterd  to  haue  dyde. 
Should  by  our  Emp’rours  promife  be  deluded. 
And  by  filch  craftjbe  from  his  right  excluded. 

io8 

You  (hould  haue  fpoken  then  of  this  concraft. 
Before  our  kinghadfent  his  proclamation, 

1 mcane  not  thus  to  haue  my  credit  crackr. 

For  more  then  fo,I  weigh  my  reputation: 

Thus  pleaded  he  agaynft  that  precontraft. 

The  which  tobreakewas  his  determination. 
To  either  part  his  eare  the  Emperor  lends. 

Yet  partiallyjto  neither  fide  he  bends. 

109 

Looke  what  a murmiire  winds  do  make  in  woods. 
When  Zepljyrw  milde  blafts  among  them  are. 
Or  when  one  hears  from  far  the  faltifli  floods, 
when  Eolits  and  TS^eptune  are  at  fquare : 

So  did  the  common  people  in  their  moods, 
Taike  ofthefc  mattcrs,and  the  fame  compare. 
And  as  the  manner  is  (for  nine  dayes  fpacc) 
This  was  the  newes  and  taike  in  eu’rie  place. 

110 

This  man  l{ogero,Leon  that  defends, 

According  to  the  fancies  ofthe  men. 

But  yet  it  feemd  I{g^ero  had  mod  frends. 

Scarce  had  the  ftraunger  one, for  tothers  ten. 


But  as  I fay djthc  king  to  no  fide  bends. 

And  hailing  duelieweighd  the  matter  then, 
Hepoints  the  marriage  to  be  deferred, 

The  cafe  vnto  his  Parliament  referred. 

Ill 

Next  day  Marfifa  made  another  offer, 

Sith  that  none  could, during  her  brothers  life. 
Wed  Braieimantjin^  be  aflured  of  her. 

Her  brother  fhould(for  ending  of  the  ftrife) 

To  Leon  hand  to  hand,  the  combat  proffer. 

And  the  furuiuer  take  her  for  his  wife; 

So  he  that  tother  could  in  battell  kill, 

Enioy  her  might  alone  at  his  owne  will. 

Hi 

Cl-arls  vnto  Leon  doth  impart  thefe  newes. 

As  he  before  the  ocher  did  impart, 

Lem  that  offer  ment  not  to  refufc. 

But  faith  he  take  it  would,witli  all  his  heart. 

He  mindes  agaync  the  matter  fo  to  vfe, 

The  knight  of  tlVV'nicorne  fhould  play  his  part. 
He  Iitlc  knew  thar  in  great  care  and  anguifh. 
That  noble  knight  did  now  eSfume  andlanguifh. 

113 

But  miffing  him,hc  quickly  did  repent, 

1 hat  he  accepted  had  that  flout  defiance, 

And  tlrcrfore  ftraight  tofeeke  the  knight  he  fenr. 
In  whofe  tryde  forcc,heputhis  whole  affiance; 
Him  to  i^ogfro  to  oppofe  he  ment. 

And  allhis  frcnds,and  all  his  ftrong  alliance, 
Wherfore  to  Ihunne  both  dauger  great  & fcorne, 
He  Pent  to  feeke  the  knight  of  th’ Vnicorne. 

114 

To  all  the  Cities, and  the  towneshe  fends. 

And  all  the  villages  were  there  about. 

And  mounting  on  his  horfe  himfelfe  intends 
Togo  in  perfon,and  tofeeke  him  out. 

But  neither  he,nor  all  i^«g;eror  frends. 

In  France, had  euer  light  on  him  1 doubt. 

Had  not  Melyjfahol^c  him  at  his  need. 

As  in  chebookeinruing,you  may  reed. 


This  hoohf  began  rvith  an  excellent  Morall^oftheyn/lableneJJe^yarietieoffcrtunej'whichas  it  is  plainliefet  down  ^no- 
tably proued  by  exaplei,fo  if  a nix  wil  rightly  apply  it  to  bu  own  eflate^T  kttow  not  whether  any  thing  in  this  wholeworke  hath 
bene, yea  or  can  be  faid  to  better  purpofe/iot  onelyfor  humanity  but  in fome  fort  for  diuinitie.Torin  matters  of  the  werdd  who 
h^oweth  not, that  thewijeftcounfell  a mancangiuezirthewifeftcourfe  a man cantak^  'u  this Nt  nec  oppreffus  fis  aduer- 
fis  rebus,  ne  c elatus  fecundis,?!?!^/^^  to  be  abajht  with  adiierfitie,nor pujfed  yp  with projperitie ; and  in  diuinitie  ( as  the 
mofi  learned  Diuines  haue  writteyhe  two  onely  rocks  at  which  our  yejfels  mxkejhipwrackjthe  Silla  eb"  Caribdis  that  drown 
fo  many  thou  fund  Chrifiansin  this  their  worldly  pajfage,are  thefe  two  extremes,ofprefumption  and  di/pair  eibetweene  which 
tw»,he  that  can  kpepe  his  courfe  euenjt  is  ynpoffiblehefl.  ould  mfeariefut  by  wonderfullytndeuen  mojiwilfull  negligence. 

I n the  great  curtefie  yfed  by  Leon  toward  Rogero,eJr  afterward  by  Rogero  toward  him  ,as  Ufoowei  both  in  this  book* 
the  next, we  may  notefirjl  the  woderfuU  ejfefls  of vertue,that  breeds  hue  not  tn  fir  angers  onely  jbtit  euen  in  enemies:fecond~ 
ly  we  may  fee  that  a man  of  a true  noble  nature, thinkshimfelfe  more  bound  to  requite  a benfit,then  to  reuengean  iniurie.Lor 
to  fayle  in  reuenge  often  proceedeth  ofyertuefut  to  be  ynthank^ullfts  a mofi  hatefull  thing  euen  in  the  great  efi, and  canneuer 
proceede  butfom  a mofi  yde  nature. 

Charles  merf  be  noted  the  iuji  andmoderat  proceeding  of  a wife  and  difcreetVrinceyvho  when  the  controuerjie  about 
Bradamat  be^  to^ow  fo  intrkat^hat  it  was  hard  to  difeouer  where  the  right  wasfn  the  hearing  of the  matter, he  Jhowd  na 
manner  of partiallity,^  in  the  end  referred  it  to  the  determining  of  the  free  Court  ofParliamet  ,thereby  f;cwing,that  he  f re- 
fumed not  to  farre  of  his  owne  wit, and  that  he  ment  to  haue  the  matter  heard  openly  ,and  indifferently  ■,andyet  he  did  wifely 
remouefro  him  felfe,the  tnuie  and  grudgethat  might  grow  to  himjoygiuing  a defimt  fentence  in  a cauft fo  ambiguous  ^hich 
4 wife  Vrince  Will  efehue  as  much  as  may  be,fpecially  when  the  matter  fhall  concerns ^eat  perfonages. 

Policrates,**’!*#  Ifng  of  Samos, a ma  fo  exceeding  fartunat, that  he  tookp  no  exploit  in  liad  were  it  neuerfo  difficult, but  Ire 
brought  it  to  the  end  he  defrcd,fo  as  being  willing  (at  it  feemed)to  moderat  this  great  enuie  of bis fortune, with  a yclunt  arte 

mifhap. 
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mjhapihe  th‘e\v  out  da.y  into  the  fea  * iexpell  of exceedin^<rreat  yallHC}With  purpofe  to  lecfe  !t^  ^ therely  to fntne  lo  himfelfe 
a catjeofforrorvthnt  hifyyiod fortune  would  not  fu jjer  it, for  a Vijhtrtnitn  ,'iot  lon^r  after  brinTm^  him  a f^re  fijh  fora  pre- 
fen:,th:f  ievoell  wxs  found intloe beHie of that fiJh,andfoTnofi  ftraungely  recouered.Y et behold,this foitunat  I- oJycratcs  ^0- 
m^withanarmie  againji  Darius  teth^npri finer  by  one  Orontes  one  of  Darius  Captains , and  after, hanged  ypon  the 

top  of a high  mciintaine : doubtles  a notable  example  for  fuch  as  maLf fortune  their  Gcddeffe(ifa!iy  fuch  there  be')who  haue  in- 
deed^ reason  to  thinkp  they  are  aduauncei  by  fortune  jiuteuen  the  guiltineffe  of  their  own  bafe  and  vkiosts  miiides^voorthie  of 
no  part  ofPolycratcsaditauncement,b:iteuen  hislajl. 

Dionidus  a tyraunt  of Skilie(andfonne  of  that  tyrant  that Jpoyled  the  Chunhes,  and  t oopg  away  a clo^e  tfgoldfom  Iil- 
faying  a chthclol^WM  limner  forfummer,and  wanner  for  wintertand  tooltp  away  JE[cuhpmsgoldenbcard,faying 
it  was  afaweiepart  for  him  to  haue  a longbeard,and  hisftther  Appollo  to  haue  noneyhis  Dionifius  (that  we  may  fee  how 
well  the  children  of  them  proffer, that fcorne  the  falfe  Goids  and  btUette  mt  in  the  true)  continuedhu  fathers  tyrannie  inSy- 
racufa,ani  WM^theminforcedtoflyethe  1{ealme-,  foasheeingariinnegatehauingnomeanes  toliue  , hew'.nt  to  Corinth^ 
and  lined  there  a priuat  andyery  meamlife  -.as  in  thelifeofTymoleon  in  Plutarke  is  fetdownat  large,  andisyery  well 
Worth  the  reading,  for  the  marry  pretie fayings  and  pleafant  feoff ngs  that  weregiiienhim,  and  fame  returned  himagayne: 

04  that, of  one  that  in  derifon  comming  into  the  roome  where  Dionifius/rf/(iM  a blind  ta'ierne,or  a'ehoufe)fl.ook(  hisgowne, 
( f they  yfed  todo,tbat  came  to  the  prefenceof tyrants  to /how  they  had  no  weapons  about  them)tt/h  faith  Dionifiusj  tha 
was  needles  at  your  comming  in,  but  at  your  going  out  it  would  not  be  amiffe,tofet  if  you  fieale  nothing  withy  ou. Yet  this  yer- 
tue  Dionifius  had(if  a tyrant  can  haue  any  yertue)that  he  bare  his  adnerjiticnot  cnely  patiently, but  euert  pleafantly,  which 
ssfurely  pri^feworthy,accordingto  that  I fpab^  before  in  the  Moralfnot  to  be  abajhed  with  eieill  fortune,  whichalfo  Dioni- 
fius himfelfe  confejfed  he  badgottenby  Thdofophytand fure  it  is  a pcint  of  good  courage  to  be  able  to  bea  re  oduerfty, according 
tothatjfyirg^ 

Forciccrille  facie,  qui  mifer  e/Tcpoteft. 

0/Marius  1 need  not  ffeakemuch,confidering  how  largely  his  whole  life  is fet  downc  in  the  forenamed  Plutarkcs  hues, 
onely  I will  a ide  a word  »/ V alerius  Max  imus  opinion  ofbu fortune.  Tfnthing  in  the  world  (faith  be)  could  be  more  yaria^ 
hie  then  the  fate  o/Marius-'  For  if  you  will  place  him  among  the  vnforturMt,youfh<dl finde  him  moTl  mifer able,if  among  the 
happie,you  fhall finde  him  moft  fortunat. 

Two  examples  are  alledged  by  mine  author  of  this  <«^«.Lewcs  the  1 1.  of  Fran:e,and  Mathia  Coruino  ofHungary  . Of 
thefetwo  a word-.C,\iZv\&tbeZ  .Ifiigof  France  coceauingfome  dijfleafure  againJl  theDukpof  Oilcans  , father  to  this  Lews, 
cutofhis  head,andwasinfemedoubtandmainmeringffhefoouldnot  doasmuebtothefonne, yet  after  marry  hardaduew- 
tureSyitwas  his  hap  at  lafi  to  be  kfitg  of  France. 

Mathia  Coruino  w-tsluptinclufe  prifoitby  \/hdi([msl{ingofiIungarie  ,becai<fe  his  elder  brother  had  flay  ne  the  Earle 
of  Cyglia,yncle  to  the  faydkyngjiutthe  Ifngdfingyoung  and  without  !ffue,ibii  Mathia  was  made  of  aprifoner,a  Tiince-.but 
of  this  kpndeoffodain  chaunge,our  fealme  hath  one  exaple,tbat  paffeth  not  onely  tin  fe, but  all  (I  thinh/)that  haue  bens  heard 
of , or  written  : and  that  is  the  ^eenesmofi  excellent  Maieftiethat  now  is  , who  from  the  expectation  of  a mofl  yndeferued 
deatb,came  to  tbepoffeffion  of  a mofl  renowned  kyngdome  : for  what  greater  extremitie  could  one  come  frorri? or  what  greater 
felicitiemightonecometo?Shethatwasfentforfrom^/hridg  ,with  commaniement  tobe  brought  either  aline  or  dead  ,fhe 
that  was  committed  to  the  T owre  of  London, fhe  that  was  fo  often  and fo  firaighly  examined  cjl.e  that  demoHnded  if  the  Lady 
\2a\csfcaffcldweretak^ndowne,doubtingtoplayontbefame  fuch  another  Vageant',  (ht  that  doubted  murdering  if  her 
beeper  bad  bene  an  ill  difpofed  man,  fhe  thatfent  word  to  her feruants  that  came  to  htow  howjhe  did  (tanqu  am  ouis:)  Idji-- 
ly,fhe  that  wrate  in  the  window  at  woodfiocke  with  a Diamond. 

Muchfufpeftedby me,  y , r 

Nothing  proued  can  be.  f ?«»^^'Ehzabcth/>r,M-r. 

Became  of  the  fodain  a crowned Qujetne, with  ^eater  applaufe , then  cither  Lewes  in  France, or  Coruino  in  Hrsngarie, 
and  not  onely  hath  raigned,but  doth  rai^  rr.ofl  happily.  ./iH  which  her  higbneffe  troubles, my  felfe  haue  the  bitter  caufe  to  re- 
member, hecaufethefrfiworUel  didafterl  could  write  Latin, Was  to  tranjlat  thatflorie  out  of  the  boohp  of  Martyrs  into  La- 
tin,as  M.Thomas  ArundelUrxf^'V  Edward  HobbY cantelfwho  haitheirpartsinthefametasl’^ibeeingtUnScljollersin 
Eaton  as  I was,  mi  namely  that  lafi  yerfe  I remember  was  tranflated  thus. 

Plurimi  dc  me  male  fufpicantur, 

Attamen  dc  me  mala  non  probantur. 

Elizabeiba 
carcerc  claufa, 

Mad  thus  much  for  example  of the  chaunge  of  fortunes. 

In  Bradamdes  fight  againfi  RogerOjiv*  may  fee  how  our  opinion  blinded  withafalfefuppofition,firiueth  oftetimet  mofi 
tehememly  agaynfi  that  it  would  be  lith  to  ouer  throw /fit  were  rightly  informed. 

The  cTuell  wiyfideo/ Theodora  alludes  to  the  cruelty  of  an  et/wThcodorajmi/e  to  Iuftinianus,i7^9  exercifed  aUthofe 
trutlties  (that  this  intended  againfi  Rogero)v/'o»  "Pope  Vigilius. 


This  litle  booJee 
wasgtuentober 
Mete /(is. 


Allegoric, 

Allufion, 


Here  end  the  notes  of  the  xlv.booke. 
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THE  ARGVMENT. 

I^oa by  fear(h,doth  ^octd%ogero  fnde^  •. ... 
ylnd  hauing  Icarnd  caitfe  ajhis^moy,  ■ 

He grnHntf  to  himjjis  lone  ip  ntfuwer  kmele-y  ■ 
TV  horn  now  %^gero^jvceetly  doth  cr.ioy: 
Onely  the  Sarznh  htng  with  hdtefuHminde, 
Comes  to  difiarb  'B^geros  cafe  and  toy, 
Nathe/ejfe  he  is  deceatid  of  his  account 
In  fnef^gero  kills  fierce  %odomomt. 


hUlyffi, 


' Ovv  if  my  compnfle , anti 
my  card  be  trew, 

I am  not  farrc  from  that 
defircd  colt, 

■ Where  I Ihatl  pay  my 
vovVj&  promifc  dew, 

' Vnto  my  Saint,  of  whole 
great  grace  I bolt: 

1 1 looked  earft  with  pale, 
and  cheareleflc  hew. 
Fearing  in  this  wide  Occean  to  be  loft. 

Blit  now  me  thinkcl  fee,now  1 fee  lurcly 
The  hau’n  in  w hich,l  harbor  lhall  fecurcly. 
z 

Liften  what  peals  ofOrd’naunce  great,  and  Gunns, 
Are  ftjot  in  token  of  congratulation, 

Haike  how  they  found  the  Trupcts,&thc  drums. 
To  gratulate  my  hippie  nailigation. 

See  how  on  either  Ihore  the  people  runns, 

To  fee  me  after  my  long  per'grination, 

Behold  a crew  of  Fecrlclfe  knights,and  dames. 
Now  1 difcerne  them, now  I know  their  names. 

But  lecft  my  Ihiplhouldperilh  in  the  port. 

As  oft  it  lioth  befall  for  want  ofhecd, 

I will  go  forward  in  my  fii  ft  report. 

And  tell  to  you, how  well  the  Prince  did  (peed, 

Tha  t fought  Rojero, who  in  woftill  fort. 

Pined  and!angi)ilhcd,and  wilht  indeed, 

Sith  that  dame  Ur  adamant  he  might  not  marry. 

To  dye  all  comfortlelTejandfolitary. 

4 

But  fag;  Melyffa  ftiat  had  etier  foughtj 
To  make  that  macch(as  often  hath  bene  fed) 
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And  cuefmore  did  take  great  carcjandrhou^hr. 
That  good might wd3. 

By  her  great  skill  in  Magick  art  lb  wrdughr, 
she  had  contihu'dll  notice  how  thcylpcd; 
Twolprites  ihedidcmploy  fortharintent,  ' 
Andttillas  onek:am6  home, another  went. 

5'  ■ ■ 

By  them, (hchad,lpeedy intelligence,  , r 

How  he  had  tane  lb  inward  griefe  and  great,  ,, 
Hetarydin  a wood  withfirmcpretence, 

T o pine  himfelfe  away, with  want  ofmeat:  ^ . 
Melyffa  partethprefcntly  from  thence. 

And  ttichfomefecret  words  (he  did  rc,po4r» 

In  hkenelfe  of  a horfe,a  fpritc  fhc  cooke. 

And  lb  met  Ltonf^K  for  him  did  lookc. 
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And  thus  Ihe  fayd  to  him,ficdfyou  be 
So  gracious,asyour  feniblancc  makes  me  weene, 
Ifyour  good  mynde,with  your  good  lokes  agree. 
If  fo  you  haue  not  loft  all  phieclecnc. 

Come  thcn,0  come  and  helpe,&  ioyne  with  me, 
To  ayde  the  braueft  knight,that  ear  was  feene, 
VVho  for  one  curteous  part  that  he  hath  done, 
(Except  you  help^is  lJke. to  be  vndonc.  . 

7 

The  nobleftjfioutcftjahd  theproweft  knight. 

That  cuercarrydftiecldjOr  blade  foorth  drew,  ' 
The  fccmlyeft,and  molt  worthy  minded  wight,  • 
That  euer  was  in  age,or  old,or  new, 

Islike  to  perilh  in  moft  wofiillplighr. 

Except  he  may  relieued  be  by  you-, 

Come  quickly  ihcn,vnto  his  ayde  perdyc* 

And  fuffer  not  fo  braue  a man  to  dye. . 
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Don  Lem  ftfaighcfiippofed  in  his  mindc. 

That  this  fame  knight, of  who  this  ftranger  fpake. 
Was  hc'whom  long  he  fought,  and  could  not  find. 
And  he  for  whom  fuch  care  himfclfe  did  take: 
Melyffa  leads  the  way, he  clofe  behind 
Doth  follow her,andlo good  fhift  they  make. 
That  in  fome  twaine,at  moft  in  three  hours  riding 
They  came  there  where  was  abyding, 
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Now  beeing  at  the  place  to  which  they  hafted. 

They  both’ alighted  chcre,wich  mindc  to  (lay. 
There  faw  they  how  he  pinde  away  and  wafted. 
For  in  two  dayes  before,nor  all  that  day. 

No  liquor  he  had  drunkcjnor  meat  had  laftcd. 
But  in  his  armor  on  the  ground  he  lay. 

Making  a pillow  of  that  noble  (hccld, 

With  th'  Vnicorne  vpon  vermilion  fceld. 
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Here  asIfayd,helayaIongand  mufed 
On  his  owne  miferic,and  on  that  wrong. 

With  which  he  had  his  lone  fo  much  abufed. 

By  tkig  for  gricfc,his  hands,and  lips, and  toung; 
And  hts  conccits,and  wits  were  fo  confufed, 
Plaeirighis  thoirghts  vpon  one  tliiirg  fo  long. 

And  hauing  onhh  gricfcfofirmcly  fixt  them. 

He  faw  not  ch€,altnwigh  he  were  betwixt  them. 

II 

Don  Leon  harkned  to  his  lamentation ,[ 

And  heard  him  often  call  himfclfe  vnkind. 

And  faw  him  vex  himfclfe  in  fuch  a falhion. 

As  vntopitic  great  his  heart  I'nclind ; 

He  finds  that  louc  bred  all  this  molcftation. 

But  yet  whofe  louc  it  was  he  did  not  finde. 

He  heard  how  fundry  times  himfclfe  he  blamed, 
But  all  that  while  his  louc  hq  neuer  named. 

12. 

And  therefore  pitying  muclihis  wofult  cafe. 
Although  a whilcjhc  filent  flood  and  mute. 

After  he  ftood  before  him  face  to  face. 

And  with  great  louingnefTe  doth  him  falute. 

And  with  afFeftion  great  doth  him  imbrace. 
Intreating  him, and  making  (peciall  futc. 

That  he  would  tell  him  plaine,  & make  him  know. 
What  caufc  had  bred  him  fo  great  griefe  & woe. 

B^gero  loth  to  ]iuc,re(blu’d  to  dye, 

Prayes  Lem  now  to  troublehim  no  more. 

But  he  moft  fwcetly  doth  to  him  reply. 

That  God  hath  made  a falue  for  eu’rie  lore, 

If  men  would  Icame  the  fame  how  to  apply. 

And  that  no  one  thing  may  auayle  man  more. 

To  cure  a gricfe,and  pcrfeftly  to  healc  it, 

Then  if  he  dovntolomefrend  reueale  it, 
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And  (ure(fayd  he)I  take  this  in  ill  part, 

Bccaulcyou  truftnoc  me,that  am  yourfrend. 

Not  oncly,fince  with  your  late  frcndly  part. 

You  bound  me  vntoyoH,to  my  Hues  end. 

But  was  eu’n  ^cn,whcrl  you  with  hatcfull  hart. 

At  Belgrade  fiege  did  me  and  mine  offend, 
Thinke  not  but  1 willftill  procure  yburgood. 

Both  with  myjands,my  fi  cife,and  with  my  blood. 


ij 

Why  fhould  it  grieuc  you  to  declare  your  griefe, 

To  one  that  may  perhaps  your  Ioffe  rep  ay  re. 

Bad  haps  arc  holpe  with  hopc,and  good  bclicfc. 
Wherefore  a wifeman  neuer  will  dilpay  re: 

I hope  my  felfe  (hall  bring  you  fome  rclicfc,. 

By  forcc,by  pollicie,or  cUe  by  prayre, 

all  nreartes  hauc  bene  tryde,&  all  hope  paft 
Then  dye,at  leaft  keepe  that  vnto  the  laft. 
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Thefc  words  fo  carncftly  Don  Leon  fpake. 

And  with  fuch  efficacic  him  be  prayd, 
Befccchinghim,hisfrendly  counfell  take, 

That  tothcr  now,with  kindnefle  ouerlayd. 

Was  forft  an  anftver  vnto  him  to  makej 
But  in  his  anfwer,fodainly  he  ftayd. 

And  ftammerd  twife,earhc  could  bring  it  outs 
Difpayrc  ftillmouinghim  to  caufldfe  doubt. 
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Good  fir(hc  fayd)wlicn  I my  name  (hall  fhow. 

As  I do  mcanc,and  that  eu’n  by  and  by. 

You  will  be  then  full  well  content  I trow. 

To graunt  me  leauc  andlibcrtic  to  dye: 
lam  /^og«'o(ifyou  needs  will  know) 

That  went  from  France(and  if  I fhaD  not  lye) 
Mine  arrant  was,your  fire  and  you  to  kill. 

And  would  hauc  done  it, had  1 had  my  will. 
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And  allbccaufc  indeed  I then  (appofed. 

Your  onely  lifc,did  let  me  of  my  lo-ie, 

Man  purpofesjbut  all  things  are  difpofcd. 

By  that  great  God,thatfits  and  rules  aboue; 
Behold  ithaptl  was  inprifon  clofed, 

And  there  I did  your  noble  curtfic  proue, 

For  there  you  did  me  fuch  a great  good  turnc. 

As  all  my  hatred  into  louc  did  turne. 

And  hauing  bound  me,withfo  great  defart. 

And  ignorant, that  I Bogero  was. 

You  did  your  fecrets  vnto  me  impart. 

And  prayd  me  winne  foryou,that  warlike  la^e. 
Which  was  all  onc,as  to  hauc  askt  my  hartj 
Yetloe  foryou,!  brought  the  fame  topaffe, 

Now  take  her  to  your  felfe,  & much  good  do  you. 
More  good  then  to  my  felfc,I  wifh  vnto  you. 

20 

But  yet  withall, forbid  me  not  to  dye. 

As  now  I truft  I (hall, ear  many  houfes. 

For  line  as  well  without  a foulc  can  I, 

As  without  her,that  holds  my  vital!  powres: 
Further  tis  beft  for  your  behoofe/or  why 
During  my  life, (he  isnotlawfull yours. 

For  we  twoarcbetrotht,andlaw  allow  es 
One  woman,but  of  one  to  be  the  fpoufe. 
ai 

Don  Leon  with  thefe  newes  was  fo  accrazed. 

He  feemed  in  a trauncc,he  knew  not  how. 

And  on  B»gero  ftedfaflly  he  gazed, 

Neuer  once  mouing  lip,norhand,norbro'V, 

But  like  an  Image  long  he  flood  amazed. 

That  fome  hath  hallowd  to  performe  his  vow. 
This  aft  of  his.fo  curteous  he  doth  weene. 

He  thinks  the  like  beforchadneuerbeene. 

So 
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So  that  he  did  not  (when  he  knew  his  name) 
‘Repent  him  of  tl^  good  he  had  him  done. 

But  rather  greatly  did  cncrcafe  the  fame, 
Proccedmg  in  the  courfehe  had begunne: 
■Wherfore  tolhew  from  how  great  Itocke  became 
And  that  he  was  indeed  an  Emperors  fonne: 
Although  in  other  things  he  was  mfenor. 

In  courtefie,  he  meanes  to  be  fupenor. 

And  thus  (he  faid)  worthy  KsS^o  know, 

If  1 as  well  had  knowne  your  perfon,  when 
Asby  your  meanes  1 had  an  ouerthrow, 

And  thatycu  foylcd  me  and  all  my  men : 

Yot  the  great  vertue  thatyou  there  did  fliow. 
Should  eu‘n  in  manner  like  hauc  mou  d me  thenj 
And  lb  I would  aJlmallice  hauc  remoued, 

And  fo  I wouldyour  vertue  greathaue  loued. 

24 

That  once  I did  dillike  ^a^eros  name. 

Before  1 knew  you,  I muft  needs  confefle. 

But  that  I now  continue  Ihould  the  lame, 

Aflure  your  felfe  I purpofe  nothinglefle : 

And  if  when  fitft  J to  the  prifon  came. 

To  fet  you  free  from  daungcr  and  diftrefli^ 

1 knowne  had  all  the  truth,  yet  then  I vow, 

1 would  hau  c done  the  famejl  will  do  now. 

2? 

And  furelvj  if  I would  hauc  done  it  then. 

When  ! hadicafon  to  hauc  borne  you  hate. 
Much  rather  now  I ought  to  do  Uj  when 
Not  doing  It  I Ihould  be  raoft  vngrate. 

And  moft  vnthankfuU  of  all  other  men; 

Sith  you  your  loue,  your  life,and  whole  eftate, 
Hauc  freely  giuen  for  mCjbut  as  you  gauc  it. 

Of  me  againcjlb  freely  you  (hall  hauc  it. 

i6 

More  due  to  you  then  mc,thc  Damzell  is. 

Whom  though  I much  eftceme  of  due  defart. 

Yet  not  fo  much,  that  if  I her  do  milTc, 

Straight  wayes  the  griefc  therof  Ihold  kil  my  han: 
Nor  lhallyour  death  auancage  me  in  this, 

Sith  you  in  her  alrcdie  claime  fuch  part; 

That  lawfully  while  you  abide  in  life. 

She  can  by  no  jneanes  be  anothers  wife, 

27 

As  for  my  part,  firft  I will  quite  forfakc 
Both  her,  and  all  roy  worldly  ioy  es  beltdc. 

Then  it  (hall  once  be  faid,tliat  for  my  fake, 

A noble  knight  of  lb  great  worth  had  dyde : 
Oncly.this  one  thing  1 vnkindly  take. 

That  you  that  had  before  my  kindnes  tride, 
Would  rather  chufc  to  end  your  dayes  with  gtiefe 
Then  at  my  haiuls  hauc  comfort  and  rcliefe. 
zS 

Thefe  words  Don  Leon  Ipakc,  and  many  more. 

Which  now  would  be  to  tedious  to  rccytc. 
Refuting  good  ciuermorc. 

That  in  conclu/ion, being  vanquifht  quite: 

He  faid,Iyecld,and  lie  refill  no  more, 

I will  not  die^  hut  when  (liall  I requite 
Yourcourtefic,  thattwife  tomehauegiuea 
My  life,  when  1 CO  great  eft  wo  was  driuen? 


2? 

Now  had  Meiijfa  cauftd  to  be  brought, 

Both  cordiall  meates,  and  wines  of  her  puruaying 
And  made  him  take  the  fame, who  new  w thought 
And  falling  Iong,wascu’n  almoft  decaying: 

Alfo  his  horfe  (as  nature  hath  them  taught) 
Came  where  he  hard  die  other  liorfcsnaying: 
Don  Leon  caufd  his  lackeys  him  to  get. 

And  then  his  faddlc  on  his  backc  to  fee. 

And  fo  I{pgero  with  Don  Leons  aid, 

Wi;h  much  aijoe,did  clammer  to  his  feat. 

So  greatly  was  lus  former  ftrength  decayd. 

With  which  he  ouerthrew  an  army  great: 

And  lately  did  withftand  that  warlike  maid. 

So  weakly  wcapond,  as  I did  repeat: 

And  thus  with  all  conuenientfpeed  they  might. 
They  brouglit  him  to  an  Abbey  that  lame  nighL 

Where  all  the  night,  and  three  dayes  that  enfewd. 
They  ftaid,  and  had  of  needfull  things  good  ftorc, 
VntiU  l^o^ere  had  his  ftrength  renewd. 

Which  had  with  fallinglong,bcnc  weakened  fore: 
Then  priiiily  amongthem  they  conclude, 

To  turneto  Paris,whcre  tlic  night  before, 
Certainc  Bulgarians,came  with  an  embaflage. 
And  this  was  all  the  fubftance  of  their  mefiage. 

3^ 

They  faid  how  that  the  people  of  their  Nation, 

T o whom  i{ogtro  la  te  fuch  aide  did  bring. 

Beyond  all  hope, beyond  all  expeftation. 

Had  therefore  chofen  him  to  be  their  king: 
Rciedling  all  their  owne  kings  generation. 

And  all  his  royall  race  (no  vfiiall  thing) 

So  much  they  loued  him,fb  well  they  Icckc  him. 
And  therfbre  fent  to  Charles  his  court  to  fcck  him. 

33 

Imogens  lackey  that  had  bene  their  guid, 

Told  eake  his  matters  friends  how  he  hadfpeil. 
Namely, how  much  the  Greckeshe  damnifide: 
And  how  the  Bulgars  hailing  lott  ihcir  hed, 

Chofc  him  for  kingjhow  he  alone  did  ride. 

To  Nouengrade, where  he  was  tane  in  bed. 

And  vnto  T heodora  was  prelcntcd. 

Who  purpofed  to  haue  him  lore  tormented. 

34 

And  how, he  hard  itcommonly  was  fpoken, 

Thar  he  his  crucll  keeper  clofcly  flew, 

And  that  the  Prifon  gates  were  rent  and  broken. 
And  he  was  gone,but  whether  no  man  knew: 

Now  while  man  fuch  tilings  did  open, 
Ro^fro  clofcly  out  of  all  mens  vcw, 

Came  to  the  towne,and  there  that  night  did  ftay. 
And  he  and  i«»,caffle  to  Charles  next  day. 

3f  , 

Don  Leon  arme  in  arme  l^gero led, 

(Thus  it  was  then  dcuiTed  them  betweene) 

With  that  felfe  cote, and  atmes  apparrcllcd. 

That  were  of  late  by  all  the  people  feene. 

Then  when  dame  had  combated 

With  /-Mn,(as  they  falfly  then  did  wcenc) 

That  batterd  fword,tbat  cote,that  plume  al  tome. 
That  headpeeccnow,was  by  wotne. 
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So  that  each  man  at  the  firft  fight  furmifed. 

This  was  that  knight  that  had  the  Ladic  vvonne, 
Leon  himfelfebarefacedj  vndifguifed, 

Came  richly  clotheddike  an  Emp’rorsfonne, 
With  a retinue  not  to  be  difpifed: 

And  when  he  had  to  Charles  due  rcu’rence  done, 
^ogero  by  the  hand  he  then  did  take, 

On  whom  all  eyes  were  fixe, and  thus  he  fpake. 

This  is  that  (lout  and  well  approued  knight. 

That  did  withBr4d<»»j4Hr  fight  hand  to  hand. 
Whom  fith  flic  neither  tooke  nor  put  to  flight. 
But  that  he  did  tweluc  houres  the  force  withftandj 
(Moft  worthy  fir)  to  haue  her, ought  of  right, 
Ifyourcdift  we  rightly  vnderftand: 

And  therefore  now  accordingly  he  commeth. 

To  lay -his  claime  to  heCjas  beft  becommeth. 

38 

Befidcs  his  right  by  proclamation  knowne. 

That  iuftly  doth  all  others  claime  debarre, 

I thinke  the  vallew  that  he  now  hath  fhowne, 
Proucs  his  fufficienfic  in  feates  of  warre; 

If  loue  may  win  her, (he  is  furchis  owne, 
Hisloue  tohcrdothpalTc  all  otliets  farre; 

And  here  he  Hands  prepared  to  auer. 

By  law  or  force,that  he  hath  right  to  her. 

3? 

King  Charles  and  all  his  court  did  greatly  mule 
At  this, for  why  till  then  they  little  thought. 

That  he  before  did  them  fo  much  abufe. 

But  that  himfelfe  had  that  fame  combat  fought: 
This  while  Marfifaihzi  with  flyingnewes 
Of  this  fame  ftrange  report, was  thether  brought, 
Scant  him  to  end  his  fpeech  (he  would  permit. 
But  prcfently  this  wife  Ihc  anfweard  it. 
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Sith  now  l{ogero  abfent  is  from  hence. 

That  might  his  right  againft  this  knight  defend, 
And  proue  that  this  is  but  a vainc  pretence, 
Becaufe  the  ftrife  (hall  not  fb  eafcly  end; 

I that  his  filler  am,  in  his  defence. 

And  in  defence  of  this  fame  caufe  intend,  . 

To  fight  with  whomfoeu  er  in  this  pi  ace. 

As  (hall  deny  his  title,or  difgrace. 
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And  thefelaft  words  (he  fpake  with  fuch  difdainc. 
That  fome  that  knew  her  nature  (haflie  eticr) 
Feared  (he  fcantly.  wotdd  eu’n  then  refraine. 

But  without  leaue  to  kill  him  flraight  endeuer: 
New  Leon  thinks  it  beft  no  longer  fainej 
And  forthwith  pulling  oft  fl^er^rbeaucr, 

Loehcre  himfelfe  redic  and  preft  (he  faid) 

To  anfwere  all  lhall  to  his  charge  be  layd. 

42. 

As  old  JEgescs  at  his  curfed  boord 
Amazed  fat,  finding  his  fpowfes  wile. 

When  to  his  fonne  (he  poyfon  did  aftbord, 

And  ifhclingred  had  a little  while. 

And  had  notknowne  the  handle  of  his  (word. 

Had  kild hisfonnc,he  gate  hyTithesst  guile; 

So  flood  Marfifa  mazed  in  the  place. 

When  as  fhc  faw  and  knew  l^ogeros  face. 


And  ftraight  (he  runnes,  and  on  bis  nccke  doth  fall. 

And  long  it  was  car  from  him  fhe  could  part, 
l^enald^  Orlando,  C W/M,afore  them  all 
Embraced  himjand  wclcomd  from  the  hart 
Du  den  and  Oljuer,  with  ioy  not  firall. 

And  old  Sobrino,  health  to  him  impart, 

Eakc  all  the  other  Lords  and  knights,&fquyres, 

To  bid  him  welcome  (hew  moft  prompt  defires. 
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Leon  tha  t was  in  fpcech  moft  cloqu  ent. 

When  eii’rie  one  had  done  his  gratulation. 

Begins  to  tell  to  Charles  incontinent. 

And  all  the  reft,  ^ogeros  commendation; 

And  how  he  to  the  Bulgars  fuccourlent, 

(To  the  great  damage  of  the  Grcekifh  nation) 
Shewing  fuch  noble  courage  and  fuch  force. 

As  liim  to  loue  did  enforce. 
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So  as  when  he  was  after  tanc  and  brought. 

To  her  that  vowd  with  torments  him  to  flay, 

Himfelfe  in  fpitc  of  her,and  all  that  fought 
To  hurt  ilp^fro,brought  him  fafe  away: 

For  which  kind  part  of  his,  thought 

Himfelfe  fo  bound  to  him,  that  he  laft  day. 

Did  him  that  con rtefie  that  furc  doth  pafle. 

The  greateft  courtefic  that  cuer  was. 
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Further  he  doth  from  point  to  point  declare. 

What  for  his  fake,K?^e>'i)  had  atchieued, 

After  the  which, with  anguifh  great  and  care, 

The  Ioffe  of  his  belou'd  fo  fore  him  grieued 
As  he  to  pine  away  did  ftraight  prepare. 

Had  not  his  forrowbenein  timerelieued: 

All  which  fb  rufully  Dan  Leon  fed, 

Skarce  an  eye  thcre,but  teares  withblindncs  fhed 
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Then  fpake  he  to  that  obftinate  old  man, 

I meane  duke  ^mmon, thzt  fairc  Ladies  fire, 

Vfing  all  skill,and  Rhetorick  that  he  can, 

Togethis  loue, andpacifie his  ire : 
Thatbycntreatieatthelafthe  wan, 

Himfelfe  to  go  in  perfon,and  defirc 
iligfrwpardon ; praying  him  in  th’end. 

To  take  him  for  his  father- in-law  and  frend. 

48 

This  while  to  Eradamant  the  ioyfull  tiding 

Was  quickly  brought,  by  more  then  one  report 
Who  in  her  chamber  all  her  (brrow  hyding, 

Efehewd  all  follace,  and  fhunn  d all  refort-. 

Whereby  the  blood  about  the  hart  abiding. 

Was  drawne  now  thence  in  fuch  a (bdaine  fort. 

And  this  vnlookt  for  ioy  fo  ouerfild  her. 

That  eu’n  the  fuddennes  had  almoft  kild  her, 

49 

Spcechlefre,and  liuelcfle  finking  to  the  ground, 

(So  ftraungc  a quame  her  tender  heart  did  feele) 

And  fhc  in  whom  fu  ch  force  was  lately  found, 

For  want  of  ftrength  did  here  and  thether  reele; 

But  neu’r  did  thiefe  with  hands  togithcr  bound,  SisnUt- 
Condemned  to  the  rope,the  axe,  or  whcelc. 

And  blindfolded,  looking  eachhoure  to  die, 

Ioy  more  to  heare  fomc  man  a pardon  crie. 

The 
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Thchoufcs  of  Mongranc,and  Montalbane, 
Rcioyccat  thcfc  their  branches  newly  knit. 

But  by  comfort  fmall  is  tanc. 

For  in  their  hearts  they  forric  were  for  it: 
falcon^  Gynamutyand  Ganty 

Diflcmblingyet  their  thoughts  with  crafric  wk: 
But  for  a time  of  vengeance  they  do  watch, 

As  doth  the  Fox,  the  hurtlcflc  hare  to  catch. 

Ji 

Befidcold  quarrels  and  their  auncienthate, 

New  matters  done  of  la  ted  id  them  difpleafe, 
Although  the  king,  and  wife  men  of  the  Rate, 

For  common  quiet, did  the  fame  appeafe: 

The  deathofpji»<i6<flomurtherdlate, 

And  Bertilagty  did  much  their  minds  difeafe: 

Yet  now  in  Ihew  they  do  diflemble  deepe. 

And  clofc  in  minde  they  do  their  mallice  keepe. 

Ji 

In  this  mcanc  time,th’Ambafladors  that  came. 

To  Charles\ivi  court, by  the  Bulgarians  fent, 
Rcioycing  now  that  things  fo  well  did  frame. 

In  humble  manner  to  wrnt: 

And  did  falute  him  king,  as  in  the  name 
Of  all  their  countrimen  incontinent. 

And  fo  accordingly  did  lowly  greete. 

Their  new  made  Prince,  and  kneeled  at  his  fcetc. 
J3 

They  told  him  how  their  Scepter  and  their  Crowne, 
Was  fafely  kcpt,onely  for  hisbehoofe. 

In  Adrianopolis,thcir  chiefefttowne: 

And  for  they  knew  by  many  a former  proofe. 
That  Confijntino  ftraue  to  keepe  them  downe. 
They  pray  him  not  to  ftay  fb  tarre  aloofe; 
Affirming  boldly  that  if  he  were  there. 

The  forces  of  all  Greece  they  would  not  fearc. 

J4 

Rogere  graunteth  them  their  iuft  requeft. 

And  promift  to  defend  them  from  the  Greckes, 
Vowing  if  God  permit  to  do  his  beft, 

Tobewitli  them  within  fomc  thirtceneweekes; 
Butiw»  bids  them  fet  their  hearts  at  reft, 

T elling  them  that  their  choife  fo  well  he  Icekesj 
He  on  his  princely  word  will  vndenake, 

Twixt  Ctnfiantinc  and  them , firme  peace  to  make. 

JJ 

Thus  each  thing  framed  now  in  lb  good  fort, 

As  could  be  wiftit  by  thoughtjOr  by  deuife. 

But  neither  did  /{ogens  good  report, 

Getfauourwith  ambitious 

Nor  perfonagCjthat  paft  the  common  fort. 

Nor  fcates  of  Armes,in  which  he  wan  theprife; 
And  of  the  which,  all  Europe  now  did  ring, 

But  onely  this,  tofeehim  madeaking. 

In  roy  all  fort  this  mariage  they  prepare, 

(Whofc  charge  it  was,y  ftate  wil  make  it  knownc) 
Charleshatt  the  charge, and  tookc  thcroffuchcarc, 
As  if  {he  were  a daughter  of  his  ownc: 

Ofher  and  hers,  fo  great  the  merits  are. 

And  had  to  him  fo  many  wayesbene  fhowne; 

He  thought  the  coft  had  not  exceeded  mcafurc. 
If  he  had  fpent  vpon  them  halfc  his  treafurc. 


J7 

He  kept  an  open  court  by  proclamation. 

Where  nine  days  (pace,  who  lift  may  freely  haunt. 
Men  of  their  ownc, and  men  of  forren  Nation, 

To  all  ofthcmhcdidfafe  condudlgraunt; 

And  all  chat  flood  vpon  their  repu  tat  ion. 

That  fought  their  foes  in  finglc  fight  to  daunt. 
Had  lycenfe  frankc,  to  challenge  whom  they  iyfts 
For  cucrmorc  prepared  were  the  lyftes. 
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In  open  fields  they  pitched  tents  great  ftore, 

Btfidc  with  Oke  boughes  they  made  fuch  bowres 
Strawing  thepauements  of  them  euermorc, 
With  fragrant  Rofes  and  fweet  fmeJling  flowresj 
That  nciier  had  the  like  bene  fccne  before, 
Norncucr  fince,  from  chat  fame  age  to  ours; 
Befidesthe  furnitures  offilke  and  gold, 

Was  more  then  can  conuenicntly  be  told. 


55> 

Th’innumerablcpcople  ofeachfbrt. 

From  Grecccjfrom  England,ltaly  and  Spaine, 

Th' Ambafladors  that  thither  did  refort, 

Befidc  each  fcucrall  Princcja  feuerall  trainc 
Did  caufc  the  cittie  wals  to  feemc  to  fhorr. 

To  lodge  them  all>fo  they  inline  werefaine, 
la  hoiicls,  boothcs,in  tents, and  in pauillions. 

To  lodge  fbmc  thoufands,if  I fay  nocradLons. 
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Onely  Melyfjat  care  was  to  forefee. 

The  marriage  chamber  fhould  be  well  attyred. 
Which  by  her  skill  ihe  ment  ihould  furnilhc  be. 
For  long  to  make  the  march  (lie  had  afpired: 
Which  now  that  (he  accomplilhed  did  fee, 

She  thought  fhc  had  the  thing  (he  moft  defired: 
For  by  her  skill  in  Magick,  (he  did  know. 

What  paffingfruitc, forth  of  that  braunch  (hotild 
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W'hcrcfore  (he  plaft  their  fruitfull  wedding  bed. 
Amid  a fairc  and  large  pauillibn,  which 
Was  eu'n  the  fumptubfeft,that  ear  was  (pred. 

Of  (like,  and  beaten  gold  wrought  cu'rie  ftich: 
And  more; from oucrConJ?<*»jr/«i»hed, 

At  Thracyan  (hore,  where  he  his  tents  did  pitch  ' 
Neare  the  feafidejfor  his  more  recreation. 

She  tooke  the  fame  to  his  great  admyration. 

6z 

Were  it  that  Icom  gau  c confent  thereto, 

Or  that  flic  did  the  fame,  her  skill  to  vaunt, 

To  (hew  what^oneby  Magick  art  can  do, 

That  hauc  the  skill  the  fends  of  hell  to  daunt; 

(For  what  cannot  their  powre  atchicuc  vneo, 
Whe  for  curplague,  God  leaue  to  the  wil  graunt?) 
From  Thrace  to  Paris  in  tweluc  hourcs  it  came, 

I trow  (he  fent  one  in  die  dmclsnamc. 

She  caufd  it  to  be  carryd  atnoonc  day, 

From  Co»y?<««f;>»o,Emp’ror  then  of  Greece,  (away 
The  beamc , the  ftaucs , the  cords  they  brought 
The  pinncsjthc  hoopcs,  and  cu’rie  little  pecce: 
She  placed  it  wliereas  (he  ment  to  lay 

Ncphcwjwith  his  new  made  Neecc: 

In  this  Pauillion  flie  did  place  their  bedding. 

And  font  it  back  when  finifht  was  the  wedding 
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Two  tlioiifand  ycarc  bcforcjor  not  much  lefle. 

This  rich  pauillion  had  in  T roy  bene  wrought. 

By  fairc  that  fameProphctcffe, 

That  had  (but  all  invainc)in  youth  bene  taught, 
Ot*,diiiuffu,Ho  Offuture  things  to giue  moft  certaine  gucffe. 
For  her  true  Ipeech  was  euer  fee  at  naught; 

She  wrought  this  famc,witli  hclpe  of  many  other. 
And  gaue  icHeilory  her  beloued  brother. 

Ht(>polita  of  The  worthy  eft  wight  that  eu’r  man  did  behold, 
HtSiors  raca.  That  iliould  proceed  forth  ofhis  noble  line. 

She  here  por tray d,  in  workc  offilke  and  gold. 

Of precious  fubftancCjand  ofcuUor  fine; 

Alfo  the  time  and  feafon  was  foretold, 

Both  ofhis  birthjand  ofhis  praife  deuine: 

Heflor  of  this  her  gift  great  count  did  make. 

Both  for  the  workcjand  for  the  workers  fake. 
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But  when  himfelfc  by  treafon  foule  was  flaine. 

And  Troy  was  by  the  Greekes  defaced  quite. 
Who  enterd  it  by  fubtle  trainc. 

And  worfe  enfew'd  thereof  then  Poets  write: 
Then  iifWaw  did  this  great  relickc  gaine, 
'Pratitti,  lool^aiit  And  after  on  king  Vrotem  hapt  to  light; 

abtttbU.  ggyg  to  him  dame  ear  he  went. 

And  for  reward  receau’d  of  him  this  tent, 

^7 

And  thus  to  ^gypt  at  that  time  it  came> 

Where  with  Ptolomcys  it  long  remained. 

Till  C'fo/»<i#M,thatIarciuious  dame. 

As  by  inheritance,  the^famc  obtained: 

men  by  Tea  then  tooke  the  fame, 

What  time  in  Rome  Cxfar  ^uguflus  raigned: 

After  in  Rom  e,while  Rome  was  th’Empyresfeat, 
Itftaid  till  time  of  Confimttine  the  great. 

-ft ..  I That  Emp’ror  ConJlantine\  meane,  of  whom 
TUdtvratbt,  ■'  a.  ii  , 

thatgaucKanu  Faircltaly  for  euerlhall  lament, 

to  tit  Pop!.  . Who  when  he  lothed  Tibris  bankes  and  Rome, 

- . '»  Vntb  the  cittie  of  Byzantium  went, 

A place  of  more  receipt,and  larger  roome. 

And  thither  this  pauillion  then  he  fent: 

Of  which  the  cords  were  golden  wire  and  filke. 
The  ftaucs  and  pinnes,  lu’rie  as  white  as  milke. 
69 

In  this,  wrought  fuch  diuers  faces. 

More  then  ^ppella  erft  with  PenfiU  drew, 

A queene  in  childbed  lay ,to  whomthegraccs 
With  pleafant  grace  perform’d  Lucyntu  dew: 
louty  Mfrf«ne,and  M<*win  other  places, 
Andf'ww#  do  receiue  the  babe  borne  new : 

The  fvyeeteft  babe  that  to  the  world  came  forth. 
From  the  firft  age  of  man,vnto  the  fourth. 

Tbe  i.brej/e.  7° 

Tbe^.Irm.  f/i^j/’o/iVathey  namchim,  as  appeares 

Wrote  in  fmall  letters  on  hisfwathing  bands. 

And  when  he  is  a little  growne  in  y cares. 

Fortune  befide,  verrue  before  him  ftands : 

Tbe/i  rvert  Then  in  another  pifture  diuers  Pceres, 

bif,td»rs  fentby  Jong  rayments,fent  from  forren  lands, 

father  and  the  mother  came, 

Uungane.  To  begge  the  babe  in  great  Qmym  name. 
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They  part  from  Utrehs  with  great  reu’rencc  then, 

And  from  that  infants  mother  Elinore, 

VntoD4»«i>V»-ward,qnd  there  the  men 
Still  runne  to  fee  that  Infant  and  adore: 

Allb  the  kingCor«j«9  wonders  when. 

He  faw  in  him  wit  and  diferetion  more, 

In  thofe  his  tender  childifli  y cares  andgrcenc. 

Then  many  times  in  older  men  had  beenc. 
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One  doth  endcuour  in  his  childifli  hand. 

Of  the  Strigonian  Realmc  to  put  the  mace, 
Buteuermorethetenderyouth  doth  ftand. 

So  high  in  that  fame  noble  Princes  grace. 

Whether  he  warre  in  the  fierce  Almans  land. 

Or  in  the  Turkcs,or  any  othcrplacc ; 

Hijpo/ito  iscuerby  hislide. 

And  Icarncthvertucvnder  fuch  a guide. 

Another  place  fliewes  how  he  doth  dilpcncc. 

His  youthfull  rime  in  Difciplinc  and  art, 

Ftt/foinftrufts  him  in  the  hidden  fence,  ■ 

Of  auncient  writs, and  precepts  doth  impart,  fiertoHipptUtn. 

What  adions  praife, what  adiens  breed  offence. 

What  be  rewards  of  good  and  ill  defarr: 

All  which  the  pidure  did  fo  well  expreffe. 

That  at  the  meaning  eu’rie  one  might  guefle. 

74 

Loc  where  as  yet  a boy  in  Vatycan, 

Among  the  gratieft  Card’nalshe  doth  fir,  t>‘*dtaC^cUtul\ 

And  Ipeakefo  wifely,  that  they  all  began. 

To  wonder  at  his  tovvardnes  and  wit; 

What  manner  man  (ifoncchewcre  a man) 

Would  this  man  proue?for  T eters  chairc  how  fit? 

They  feeme  to.  fay ; Oh  ifhe  thither  clime. 

What  holy  age  were  that?  what  happie  time? 

7? 

Within  anotherpartdeferibed  were  OfbutSlimtk, 

His  youthfull  fpot  ts,whehc  more  ftrong  did  grow 
Oft  in  themountaineshe  doth  meeteabearc. 

Oft  times  a Bore,in  marifli  grounds  and  low: 

Ryding  his  G ennet  fierce,  and  void  of  feare, 

He  chafccli  oft  the  Buck,the  Hart  and  Roc, 

And  by  his  horfe  fwift  pace,  doth  ouexTtyde  them, 

Andthen  doth  witkhis  fwofd  in  twaine  deuide 

76  ; (them. 

OfPoets  then,  and  of  Philofophars,';  i:  ’ ' O/hufluHeani  i 

About  him  you  fhould  fee  a worthy  band,  omptiue. 

Making  him  know  the  courfe  of  wandripg  ftarres. 

How  heaiTn  doth  moue,&  wliy  the  earth  doth  ftad 
Or  reading  Elegies,  or  v.erfe  of  warres. 

Fine  Epigrams;Odes  hard  tovnderftand: 

Orfometime  inftruments  ofMufick  hearing. 

In  all  his  ads  a Ipcciall  grace  appearing. 

77 

Then  on  another  parr  was  robe  vewd,  . 0 

His  vectucs,eachoncbyitrelfcdiftind,  Huvmuis, 

Prudence,andTemperance,and  Fortitude,  , ( 

AndIuftice,andafiftvntothcfelinkt  . 

Sonye,  that  who  withit  is  notindewd. 

The  reft  may  feeme  blotted, or  quite  extind: 
Eountiedmploydingiuingand  infpending,  Hisiauntle, 

A IpccitJl  grace,  to  all  the  other  lending. 

One 
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One  place  fliewcshowhc  aydsvnluckicS/ir/e, 

Him  cucrmorcjmoft  faithfully  aflifting. 
Sometime  with  pollicie,romctimc  withforce, 
Helping  him, and  his  enimies  refifting : 

Of  Fortunes  change  he  doth  but  little  force , 

In  woe  and  weale,  ftill  in  one  faith  perfifting: 

He  comforts  him  when  euillhaps  dogrieue  himj 
In  daungersbe  doth  Ciue,in  want  relicuc  him. 

79 

Then  (lands  he  (ludy  ing  at  another Tcafon, 

And  for  his  countries  faftie  taking  care. 

He  fearchcth,and  he  findes  by  depthof  reafon. 
And  finding, to  his  brother  doth  declare 
Their  moft  vhnaturall  and  filthy  treafon. 

That  feme  of  his  owne  blood  for  him  prepare. 

By  which  he  dothdcferuefuch  name  tohauc, 

Ai  Rome  yet  free, to  famous  T ally  gauc. 

80 

Faft  by  he  (lands  all  clad  in  armour  bright, 

And  to  reheeue  the  Church  he  runnes  in  po(l, 
V/ith  fodaincTouldiersjraw  and  armed  light, 

A gainll  a fctlcd  and  well  ordred  ho(l: 

Yet  did  his  oncly  prcfeticc  To  affright, 

1 be  aduerfepart,  that  one  may  rightly  bofl,  u 
Itqiicnchc  the  firc,cai  it  toburne  began, 

• So  he  may  fay,  1 came,  I faw,  I wan. 

81 

Here  (lands  he  by  his  natiueriuer  fide. 

And  (Iraight  enccuntciswith  the  (Irongeft  flcetc 
That  euer  the  Venccians  did  prouide, 

Gainll  Grceke,or  Turkc,but  he  doth  boldly  meet 
And  vanquilht  them ; and  tookc  them  at  one  tide 
And  chough  the  bootie  and  the  gaine  was  fweet. 
All  (but  the  praife)  he  left  vnto  his  brother. 

For  onely  thatjcannoc  be  giii’n  another. 

8i 

Thus  this  P.aiiillion, as  before  I told. 

The  which  MelijJ'a  brought  (b  farre  from  thence, 
Pleafed  the  knights,  and  dames  that  did  behold. 
The  goodly  imagrie,and  rich  cxpence: 

Although  theyhad  notany  tovnfold. 

The  meaning  of  the  f3me,and  hidden  fence; 
Oncly  by  good  Melyffae  wife  inftruftion, 

Dame  Br adamant  did  know  their  whole  coftruftio. 

Alfo  %^fr<imarkt  with  great  atrention. 

Thole  goodly  figures  calling  to  his  minde. 

That  oft  his  vncle  of  that  Prince  made  mention, 
fiipfiolito^the  flowre  of  all  his  kinde: 

Rut  now  kingC/Wef,whofe  care  & chiefe  intetio. 
Was  to  giue  all  men  entertainment  kind. 

Made  play es  and  fealls, with  fundry  (jiorts  & great 
And  euermorc  die  tables  fild  with  meat. 
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There,  men  might  plainly  fee  and  vnderfland. 

The  courage  and  the  (li  ength  of  eu’rie  knight. 
Sometimes  in  finglewife,nowband  to  band. 

In  iu(lcs,and  turnaments  refembling  fight. 

But  (lill  Kogcrohid  the  vpper hand. 

In  all  hisexercife  of  day  and  night: 

In  leaping,  running, wraftling, and  in  dauncing. 
All  men  him  far  aboue  the  reft  aduauncing. 


8J 

Now  the  lad  day  that  was  kept  fcftiiiall. 

Then  when  to  take  aw.ay  they  did  prouide. 

What  time  king  Charles  was  fee  amid  them  all, 
Eu’n  iuft  betwtcnc  the  Bridgrome  and  the  Bride: 
Behold  they  faw  a goodly  man  and  tall. 

That  feemd  direblly  toward  tliem  to  ride: 

Moft  proudly  mounted  tin  a couriers  backc, 
Butyethishorfe  and  he,all  clad  inblacke. 
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This  was  fierce  Bodomont Algyre, 

Who  at  his  late  rcceiucdfoilcjand  fcorne 
OiBradamanty  inflamd  with  (pight  and  Ire, 

All  vie  ofhorlcand  armor  had  forfworne. 

Till  one  whole  yeare,  ore  month,  one  day  expire. 
But  liuc  that  while  an  Hermit  all  forlornc; 

For  fo  the  knights  were  wont  in  auncient  times. 
Of  their  owne  felucs,to  punifii  their  own  crimes. 
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And  though  this  while  he  oft  had  notice  how. 

King  yfjrrdmant^  and  how  king  Charles  had  (ped, 
yecnathcleire,for  not  b.  eakingofhis  vow. 

Forth  of  thedoorcs  he  ncuerputhis  hed; 

Bu  t when  thcyearc  and  month  were  ended  now. 
And  day  befide,himfclfe  he  furnilhed, 

With  Armor  new, new  horfc,new  fword,newlace. 
And  came  therewith  vpto  the  court  of  France. 
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Neuer  alightine,nor(bnuich  as  rifing. 

For  reu’rcnce  fake,  to  bow  his  head  or  knee, 
Hcbarethe  count’nance  of  a man  delpifing. 
Both  CW/w,  and  all  thof&Peers  of  great  degree: 
At  this  each  man  amazed  (lands  dcuifing. 

What  proud  and  fawey  fellow  this  might  be 
From  t.'tlking  and  from  eatmg  each  man  ftayes, 
Tohaiker.  what  this  ioftic  warrior  fayes. 

8^ 

Nowwhen  he  was  toth  Emp’rorcome  (bnye. 

That  he  B^gero  fully  did  confront. 

With  (lately  voice,  and  with  difdainfull  crie, 

(He  faith)  I am  the  king  ofSarzaKodowowr, 

That  thee  Bpgero  flatly  here  defie. 

And  ear  the  Tonne  go  downc  make  full  account, 
Toprouc  thou  haft  bene  falfe  vnto  thy  Prince, 
And  openly  of  treafoii  thee  conuincc. 
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For  though  thy  trecheric  beknownc  fo  cleare. 

In  being  chciftendjthou  canft  not  denic  it, 

Ycr  that  to  all  the  world  it  may  appeare, 

I offer  here  in  finglc  fight  to  trie  it: 

Or  ifthy  courage  faile,if  any  here 
Will  take  on  them  thy  quarrelI,tofupply  it, 

I will  accept  of  any  one  or  more. 

Rather  thenfaile,ofSixor  halfc  afcorc. 

91 

R ^00, when  he  firft  had  lycenfe  craued 
Of  C/Mif«,this  wife  to  Bpdomont  replide, 

(And  faid)  he  euer  had  his  honour  faued. 

And  who  fo  faid  contraric,  lowdly  lide: 

For  he  had  to  his  Prince  himfclfc  behaued, 

Moft  loyally  cu'n  to  the  day  he  dyde : 

Saying,  he  readie  was  there  to  maintaine. 

That  yet  his  faith  had  neuer  fufferd  ftainc. 
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And  that  himfclfc  was  bold  enough  and  ftrong. 
Him  to  encounter  hand  to  hand  3lonc> 

And  that  he  hopte  to  make  him  feelc  ear  long, 
He  had  enough,  perhap  to  much  cf  one: 

Straight  wayes  ^naldo  to  auengc  this  wrong, 
Or/Ws,and  the  Marquis  would  hau  e gone, 
Marfifa  with  the  brothers  white  and  blacke. 

And  would  be  on  the  Pagans  iacke. 

9} 

Allcdgingjthat  fitli  he  was  newly  marry d. 

For  h:m  to  fightjit  was  agarnft  all  vie. 

But  from  their  fpeeches  his  opinion  varryd. 
Swearing  that  that  for  him  was  no  excul'c: 

Thole  atmes  that  erft  the  famous  Tartar  carryd. 
He  takcs,nor  willhe  make  onchourc  of  trufe: 

To  aimc  him,all  thofe  ftates  their  aids  adbord, 
KingC^'(ir/frhimfelfc,holpc  to  put  on  his  fivord, 
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His  wife  takes  care  his  Curats  well  may  fir, 

Orlan-io  ty cs  his  fpiirrcs,  Marfifi  bold 
Doth  fafl  vpon  his  head  his  bcaucr  knit, 

./Iftolfo  is  content  his  horfe  to  hold; 

Dudm  his  ftcrope ; others  thinkc  it  fit. 

To  rid  the  ly  fts,and  dr*ue  out  young  and  older 
I\enaldo,l^mKs/)ljucr,i2}^c  charge 
To  Martiallit,  and  make  it  clcare  and  large. 
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Ladies  and  damzcls  Hand  with  lookes  difmayd. 
Trembling  and  quaking,  hke  to  fearcfuldoues, 
Who  fomc  black  tepelt-bringing  cloud,hath  fraid 
And  driii’n  fro  fields , to  Ihrowd  in  houfes  rooucs: 
(Downe  fals  thchailc  w which  tire  come  islaidc. 
And  profitlcfle  vnto  his  owner  proucs) 

So  do  they  this  fierce  Pagans  forces  feare, 

Which  fare  they  ludge,  l{^>^ero  cannot  bearc. 
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Nor  onely  do  faint  people  fo  furmife. 

But  many  knights  of  worth, the  fame  did  weene. 
Calling  to  mind  what  erft  before  their  eyes, 

T o their  great  griefe  they  had  in  Paris  fecnc; 
W'hen  he  with  fire  and  fword  in  fearefull  wife, 

D.'d  wel  y Ipoile  the  townc,and  waft  it  clcenci 
Of  svhich  the  wofull  fignes  did  ftiU  appeare. 

And  would  remaine  yet  many  a month  and  ycare. 

97 

BucBradamant  feardmore  then  all  the  reft. 

Not  that  (lie  thought  in  ftrength  or  skill  wel  tfide. 
The  Pagan  paft  her  fpoufe,nor  valiant  breft. 

Of  that  he  had  more  rcafon  ofhisfide, 

(Which  vnto  vidorie  auayles  not  leaft. 

When  men  by  combat  quarrels  do  difcide) 
y ec  ftill  her  minde  is  fad,  her  lookes  vnchearfull. 
Nor  blame  her  tliough.for  Icue  is  euer  fearefull. 
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Greatfuitlhc  makes, great  labour,  to  procure 
That  vpon  her  Ihe  may  the  quatrell  take, 

Yea  iftohaue  beneflaine  ftiehadbene  fure, 
Tofaucherlpoufcjbut  all  in  vaine  flic  Ipake: 

The  champions  now  their  launces  put  m vre. 

And  each  with  couched  Ipcare  the  tothcr  ftrake: 
The  ftaueslike  Ife  in  fliiuers  fmalldid  flie, 
Theipliats  like  byrds  did  mount  vnto  the  skie. 


The  Pagan  that  his  launce  did  full  dered,  !> 

Againft  the  middle  of  I{p'feros  flieeld. 

Smote  vpon  it  to  fmall  or  none  effeft. 

For  Fulcan  had  the  fame  moft  firmely  fteeld: 

The  tothers  Target  had  no  knowne  defeft. 

Yet  to  theftroke  it  dida  paflagcyecld: 

Yet  was  it  thicke,a  quarter  of  a foote 
Of  bone,  and  linde  with  plated  fleele  toboote. 
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A.ndfaue  the  launce  fuftainednot  the  blow. 

But  at  the  firft  did  breakc  and  was  dili)crfcd. 

So  that  the  peeces  of  it  feem’d  in  fhow. 

To  haue  bene  featherd  fcules  (as  I rehcarfed) 

That  ftroke  had  finiflied  that  ftrife  I trow. 

And  had  his  Curats  and  his  bodie  pearced: 

But  now  it  brake,  and  both  gaue  ftrokes  fo  found. 

As  made  both  horfes  cnippcrs  kifle  the  ground. 

lOI 

Nathelefl'e.thc  riders  fat  both  firme  and  ftedie, 
Andlabourcdfo  well  With  Ipurrc  and  rayne. 

Their  hoifes  were  got  vp  on  foote  alrtdie, 
i The  men  to  fight  adrefle  themfelues  againc 
With  fv/ords-,  their  horfes  both  were  ftrong  & redy 
And  each  with  skill  fome  vantage  fought  to  game 
And  where  they  thought  their  armors  were  moft 
With  force  tliey  ftraue  to  pearcc  & enter  in,  (thin 

lOl 

B^domont  had  not  on,  that  Serpents  hide 
He  vfd  to  weare,  nor  yet  that  fliauing  blade. 

That  he  was  wont  to  carrie  by  his  fide. 

For  l^mrod his  great  anceftor  firft  made; 

He  loft  thofe  armes,  and  many  more  befide. 

Then  when  asBradamant  did  him  inuade. 

At  that  fame  church,whcre  he  a twelumoth  fince 
Entombed  Jsbeli^mih  that  pccreldTc  Prince. 
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He  had  another  armour  good  and  fure. 

But  not  like  thatfo  palling  tough  andhard. 

But  neither  this,nor  any  elle  could  dure, 

Againft  the  pearcing  edge  of  Balyfard: 

No  mixture  luch,no  mettellwasfopure. 

No  charmc  fo  ftrong,but  that  this  blade  the  mard: 

I{ogero  fo  befturd  him  with  this  blade. 

More  tlien  one  hole,  in  tothers  coatc  he  made. 
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Now  though  a little  while  the  Pagan  clokes 
His  hurts  receau’d,with  vnappaled  minde. 

Yet  when  he  faw  hisblood,and  felt  the  ftrokes 
So  fmai  t,  that  ftJl  they  feem’d  the  quick  to  findc; 

To  fo  great  wrath  andrageithimprouokes. 

Like  to  the  fea  turmoyld  with  bluftring  windc : Simle. 

Hehurles  away  his  fheeld,and  doth  endeuer. 

With  both  his  hands  to  clcauc  Bs^eros  beauer. 
loy 

With  force  as  great  he  ftrikes,  and  as  exaeame,  Simih. 
Asdoththat  inginin  thcriuerPoe,  The/t^eiat' 

Borne  twixt  two  lhippcs,vpon  the  ftately  ftreame,  bridge. 
Enforcing  downe  with  many  a heauic  bloe, 

Some  peece  of  timber,  or  Ibmc  ftiarpncd  beamc; 

1 fay  the  Pagan  fmote  Bogero  fb, 

Had  not  the  charmed  helmet  bene  of  force, 

Doubtiefle  he  would  haue  clou’n  him  & his  horfe. 

l{ogtn 
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B^gert  fictcth  ftaggring  inhis  feat, 

His  band  the  bridell  left,  his  thighes  their  hold, 
Bgdomont  giucs  another  blow  as  great , 

To  maze  him  more,  by  all  the  tneanes  he  could: 
LaAly  a third,  but  now  he  fo  did  beat 
His  blade  of  mettelJ  free,  it  would  not  hold 
£ut  burft  in  twaine,with  his  continual  hamering, 
And  left  the  Pagan  in  no  little  mammering. 
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Nathlcs  for  this  the  Turke  doth  not  refrainc. 

But  ftill  iniiades  the  knight  that  wants  defence. 
So  had  the  blow  amaz’d  his  head  and  braine , 

So  had  the  blow  dafedhis  wit  and  fence: 

The  Pagan  niindes  to  waken  him  againc, 

Firft  be  doth  clofe  with  him , and  fo  from  thence. 
Wringing  him  by  the  necke  with  all  his  force. 

To  leauc  the  faddle  he  doth  him  enforce. 
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He  fell,  but  yet  the  ground  he  touchedfeanr. 

But  that  he  rofe,inflan  id  with  wrath  and  lhame; 
For  looking  vp,he  faw  fairc  Bradanutnt^ 

Whofe  blufh  did  fliew  how  ill  (he  tooke  the  fame: 
Yea  eu’n  of  founding  (he  did  little  want. 

And  BUI  her  fainting  coullor  went  and  camej 
Which  feene , Bogero  with  his  fwotd  intends. 

For  this  fo  great  dilgrace  to  make  amends. 

109 

The  Pagan  with  his  horfe  would  ouer-run  him. 

And  luBIes  him,  but  he  with  little  paine, 
Steppeth  afide,and  warcly  doth  fliunne  him. 

And  with  his  left  hand  takes  the  horfes  raync: 

(So  as  the  Turke  thereby  no  hurt  hath  done  him) 
The  while  he  puts  in  vre  his  fword  againe. 

And  with  two  thrufts,he  did  the  Pagan  haimc, 
One  in  his  thigh,  another  in  his  arme^ 
no 

The  Turke  with  whom  a peecc  did  yet  remaine. 

Of  that  fame  blade  that  was  in  peeces  flowne, 
Smote  on  Begeros  headpcece  lb  againe, 

Ashad  well-ny  againe  him  ouerthrowne: 

But  good  now  perceauingplaine, 
Hisvaiintage  that  was  erft  to  him?nknownc  j 
Takes  him  by  his  leftarmewith  all  his  force. 

And  (will  he  mil  he)pul!s  him  from  his  horfe, 
in 

Wereithis  ftrength  orfleight,!  cannottcll. 

But  fohe  fell,  no  odds  was  them  betweene. 

My  meaning  is  that  on  hisfcetchc  fell. 

For  in  the  fwords,  f^ferwodds  was  feene: 

Bogero  that  did  know  his  v.antagc  well, 

T o keepe  him  now  at  bay  his  bell  doth  weenej 
It  is  not  beft  for  him  he  doth  fuppofe. 

With  fuch  a ftrong,  and  big  bon’d  roan  to  clofe. 
nt 

Furthcr,hc  faw  what  Bore  of  blood  hefpilt. 

So  as  he  hopes  by  warely  proceeding, 

Toforce  his  foe  to  yeeld,  and  leaue  the  tilt, 
Whofe  Brength  decayd,  Bill  more  and  more  with 
Bpdomont  takes  the  Pomell  & the  Hilt  (bleeding: 
Of  the  burB  (word,  and  with  force  fo  exceeding 
Hurl’d  it,  and  llnotc  therewith  the  knight  lb  lore. 
He  Bund  him  more  then  cu’r  he  was  before. 


It  Brake  him  twixt  the  Ihouldcr  and  thc  head. 

And  gauc  to  him  a blow  fo  hrme  and  found. 

That  good  Bpgero  therewith  Baggcrcd, 

And  fcant  could  keepe  his  feete  vpon  the  groundj 
Bodomont  to  dole  with  him  then  haB’ned, 

But  loe  hisfootcfaUd  with  his  former  wound. 

So  that  his  too  much  haB  (as  oft  we  fee) 

Hurt  him,  and  made  him  fall  vpon  his  knee. 

114  _ 

Bogero  loB  no  time,  but  in  fierce  wife. 

He  thruBeth  at  him,  at  his  breB  and  face. 

And  holds  him  {hort,andfo  his  force  applies. 

He  laidhim  on  the  ground, but  in  Ihort  fpace, 
Mauger  his  might,  the  Pagan  doth  arife. 

And  withfmallkmdneshe  doth  him  embrace; 

And  then  they  flriue,hcaue,lhouc,thruB  to&lro. 
And  either  feekes  tother  to  ouerthrow. 
iiy 

Each  Briues  with  all  his  skill,  and  his  abillitic. 

By  force  to  lay  the  tother  on  the  ground , 
Bodamufts  Brength  was  growne  to  fome  debillitie. 
By  meanes  of  more  then  one  receiued  wound, 
Bj^gtro  had  great  praftife  and  agillitic, 
AndvfdtowraBlc,and  he  quickly  found 
His  vantage,  which  he  did  not  ouerflippe. 

But  on  his  weakcB  fide  his  foe  dotli  trippe. 
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Bs<iofnont  fill!  of  wrath  and  ofdifpight, 

Vpon  Bsgeros  necke  tooke  BedfaB  held. 

Now  drawing  toward  him  with  all  his  might, 

Now  thruBinghim  backe  from  him  all  he  could: 
And  by  and  by  heheau’dhim  quite  vpright. 

As  Brong  was  heau’d  in  times  of  old; 

B^g~ro  notwithBanding  fure  doth  Band, 

And  labor'd  Bill  to  haue  the  vpperhanA 

117 

Full  oft  the  valiant  knight  his  hold  doth  ftiift. 

And  with  much  pretie  fleightjthe  fame  did  fiippc; 
In  fine  he  dothappllie  one  fpeciall  drift. 

Namely  to  get  the  Pagan  on  the  hippe: 

And  hailing  caught  him  right, he  doth  him  lift. 

By  nimble  iflcight,and  in  fuch  wife  doth  tnppe. 
That  downe  he  threw  him,  and  his  fall  was  fuch. 
His  hcd-peece  was  the  firfl  that  ground  did  tuth. 

118 

Bodoment  with  lb  hard  and  heau  tc  fall. 

Was  fore  pcrplcxt,and  brufed  infuch  wi/e. 

His  wounds  fell  freBi  on  bleeding  therewithal!. 
And  make  the  place  Vermillion  where  he  lyes: 
Bogero  giues  him  relpite  verie  fmall, 

Bu  t keepes  him  downe  and  will  not  let  him  rife: 
And  prefently  prefents  his  daggers  point 
Vnto  his  throat,  and  to  his  cliiefeB  loy  nt. 

119 

As  thofe  that  digge  and  fearch  for  golden  ore. 

In  the  Pannonianjor  Iberian  hills. 

Not  vnderpropping  lure  the  ground  before. 

Oft  for  a plague  of  tlieir  too  grecdic  wills: 
Withlbdainc  ruine,are  furprifde  lb  fore. 

As  to  get  forth  againc, doth  palTe  their  skills; 

So  was  the  Turke  held  downe, and  prefled  fo, 
Vnder  Bogero  his  triumphant  fo. 
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But  with  long  ftriuing  and  with  wondrous  paincs. 
He  freed  his  better  arme,  and  void  of  aw,  ’ 

His  dagger  that  in  his  right  hand  remaincs, 
Which  in  this  later  bick’ringhc  did  draw. 

He  fcckes  to  ftabbe  into  }{o^em  raines; 

But  now  the  valient  youth  the  pcrill  faw. 

Then  for  his  faftics  fake  he  was  conftrained,  - 

To  kill  the  cnicll  T urkc  that  grace  drfdaincd; 

lij 

And  lifting  his  viftorious  hand  on  hie. 

In  the  Turkes  face  he  ftabd  his  dagger  twife 
Vp  to  the  hilts,  and  quickly  made  him  die, 

And  rid  himfclfe  of  trcublc  in  a trice: 

Downe  to  the  lake,  where  damned  ghofts  do  lie, 
Sunke  his  difdainfull  foule,now  cold  as  Ifc, 
Blafpheming  as  it  went, and  curfing  lowd. 

That  was  on  earth  foloftie  and  fo  proud. 

lamjjOpmexe^i, 

t 

Morall.  T of  K riofto  « fo  full  of examples  ofcou  rtefe^its  me  voe  fou  Id  ojfer  it  great  difeourtefie  iftre Jhouli 

notpikfOHt  fomegood  Morall  from  it , to  recommend  tuyour  conf derations  that  haueperufed  and  read  ouer  the  hoolf  j the 
frfl  and  chiefejl  courtefe  is  in  Leo, r/;4t  managelh  the  whole  matter  fo  well  for  Kogeio,k^ttmg  yp  tire  confentof all  parties 
like  a weU  deuifed  commodie : then  Mat  fifasleWncr  is  to  bepraifed,  that  would  hone  fought  ia  defenceofixr  fnvthers  honor, 
T Inrdly  Amon  doth  well  to  askf  pardon  o/Rogcro  for  his  hard  yfage : tlxn  the  Bulgars  are  to  be  allowed  for  their  thank^ 
fulnes  to  malt^  him  klngfor  his  good feruice ; Further  Charles  the  Emperor  is  to  be  extolled for  his  princely  regard  in  honoring 
gy  feafing  them  fo  hotitifuUy  at  the  mariage : Lajlly  Bradamant  and  the  whole  crew  that  wold  haue  eueritone  haue  taken 
ypen  them  Rogcros  defence  againjl  Rodomont;4»i^  Rogero  not  permit tir^  difdained  not  to  do  him  the feruice 

to  helpe  to  arme  himjto  put  on  hts jpurrespto  flay  his  loorfeyto  Isold  his  Jierop  tin  all  which  I doubt  not  but  the  noble  minded  rea'^ 
derswiU  finde fufficient  matter  both  to  commend, and  to  imitate  witlxiut  my  further  labouring  to  fet  forth  the  fame.Onely  one 
note  I may  rut  omit, yea  tlmgh  Iwerefuretobe  chidde  by  fome  ofyou(faire  Ladies') for  my  labor, namely, the  flrong  ambitto 
of  your  fex,which  we  call  wealsf.  For  you  fee  how  my  autlsor  in  the  ^^.ftaffe  ofthss  Canto  hath  deliuered  to  ys  that  Beatrice, 
the  mother  of  Btidavaant, would  timer  bewonne  to  accept  Rogero  for  her  fonne  in-law,  neither  forhisgentrie,nor  his  per- 
furu^e,nor  his  yallew,nor  his  wit, no  nor  yet  her  daugltters  owne  choife  and  ajfefhen,  till fie  heard  he  wot  chofen  a bfngpreit  h 
which  ajpiring  humor  of  women,  it  feemed  how  that  (neuer  too  much  praifed)  Sir  Philip  Sidney  was  well  acquainted  with: 
making  in  h'u  Arcadia  not  onely  the  flately  Pamela,  to  reiefl  the  naked  yertue  of  Mu  fidorus,  till fh  e found  it  well  clothed 
with  tlx  title  to  a feepter,but  men  Mijlris  Mo'p^3i,when/he  fate  hooded  in  the  tree  to  begge  a bocne  o/ApoUo ^o  aske  nothing 
hut'to  haue  a king  to  her  husband, and  a lujiie  one  to, ^ whe  her  pitifuU  father  Dameias(/c>r  want  of  a better)  plaid  Apol- 
los  part, told  her foefhould  haue  husbands  enough, (he  pr aid  deuoutly  they  might  be  all  kfngs-.and  thus  much  for  the  Moral, 

Hiftorie.  ^Egeus  kfngof  Athens  Jbauingno  iffue,  went  to  theOracleoffippollo,to  ktvswhow  he  might  do  to  haue  afomte,  and  re- 

ceil  ing  a doubtfull  anfwere,askpd  counfUofPyih  eus  Lord  ofTroeXenes,that  was  in  the  ft  dayes  counted  a deepe  wife  man-, 
who fanning  the  meaning  of  the  obfure  yerfe,which  was  tins, 

Optime  virnon  ante  pedem  diflblueris  vtri 
Exfertum  claras  quam  turemearis  Athenas. 

In  Englifh  not  yerie  cleanly  thus. 

Good  fir  take  heed  how  car  it  falls, what  vcflell  you  do  broch. 

Before  rnto  the  cittie  walls  of  Athens  you  approch. 

I fay  Py  theus  found  out  ftch  a nsyferie  in  theft  yerfes,  that  heperfwaded  him  ear  he  parted  tlrence,  to  take  thepainesfor  I 
might  haue  faid  the  pleafureyo  lit  with  his  daughter  E thra;^geus  hauing  dene  tlx  feat,^  being  belik^(as  many  men  are'y 
forrie  whenlx  had  done ,todieh'uleauetobegoiu-futearhewenthetookf  'Exhxaafde,andfjewedherwherehehadhid- 
den  his  fword  and  his foes  ynder  a hollow  ftone  of  great  waight,  charging  her  that  iffe  bare  a fonne,  fofooneashe  were  of 
fren^hto  remouethatfone.fe/houldfendhimwiththofetokfnstohimaspriuilyasmaybe.  Infinefebare  that  famous 
Thcfcus,»*’/jo  camming  to  Athiis as  a (iranger (Medtz  thenwife  of  M^evs,perfwaded her  hushadtopoyfon  him  at  aban- 
quetyto  which  the  old  man  ajfented  : but  while  Thefcus  was  readie  to  drinkpt,  ^gcus  faw  thefwords  handle,  and  calling  it 
to  mind,ouerthrew  tlx  cup  and faued  the  life  of  his  fonne : of which,  who fopleaft  better  to  enforme  himfelfe,may  read  more 

atlargeinthe  life  off  htf  Msjwritten  by  VlMlOiikt- 

Allegoric.  In  that  mine  author  brings  infer  the  cotulufion  of  his  wlxle  Workp,that  Rogero  immediatly  ypon  his  marriage  to  Brada- 

m am,k^eth  Rodomont;  this  is  the  Allegorkall  fence  thereof, that  Rodomont,n’l«vA  is  to  be  ynderflood  tlx  ynhridled heat 
and  courage  of  youth  (for  in  all  Rodomonts  aflknsyou fall finde  him  deferibed,  mer  mofi  furious,  haflie,  and  impacient) 
Rodomont  I fay,  is  killed  and  quiteyanquifedby  marriage-,  and  how  Jbeuer  tlx  ymulittefe  of  youth  is  excufable  in  diuers 
kinds, yet  after  that  holy  fiate  of  matrimonieis  entred  into,allyouthfuB.  wildnes  of  all  kinds, mufi  becajl  awayvwhich  the  com- 
monfaying  doth  proue,difiinguifing  in  ordinarie fpeech,a  baclriUrfrom  a married  rmnjbj  theft  nmts,agocdfellcW,and an 
honefi  man. 


Who  now  his  naked  dagger  did  prefent, 

Vnto  the  tothers  vyzer  at  his  eye. 

And  with  fiiarpc  words  he  told  him  that  he  menr. 
Except  he  y celd,  to  kill  him  by  and  by: 

But  ^domcnt,xhzi  rather  then  relent, 

Or  fliew  bafe  mind, a thoufand  deathes  would  dy; 
Spake  not  a word,but  ftrauc  himfelfe  to  funder 
Fromhim,or  ifhc  could  to  get  him  vnder. 
izi 

Simile^andave-s  As  afcll  Maftiuc,whom  aGrewnd  more  fell, 
rxapt  cempari-  Hath  tyrde,  and  in  his  throate  now  faftned  hath 
^bcu»lw%‘aucT  crticll  fangs,  yet  doth  in  vaine  rebell, 

tome amalhue  Though vndcrhim,andfeekes  todofome  skach: 

inconiinuance  For  flill  the  Grcwnd  preuailes,  and  doth  exccll 
offift,atbail)  In  force  of  breach,  though  not  in  rage  and  wrath: 
bene  trsdt,  crucllPagan  ftriuc  and  ftrainc. 

To  get  from  vnder  him,  but  all  in  vaine. 


In 
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In  Kodoa.\onz^piMiAi>^ofhimf:lfe)f>y  forfwearingtbe  yfe  ofarm'>ur,*jeare,a  montlhand a Jay, he  Jludet(l  thinkf) 
to  one  Bucycaldo  a French  man,gouern:r  ofGene.ta,  wl>o  being  agooJlj  tall  man  ofperfonagetWtu  ouerthrowne and  yan- 
amjhedby  Ga!caz2.o  Gonzaga,<»  little  man  offlatitrc,bt*t  of  great  j^irit,and  for  that  caufehe  yorved  neutr  to  beare  armts 
Mgaine ; but  in  tin  death  of H^omont  to  Jl.evo  himftlft  a perfect  imitator  0/  Virgillj/je  endcth  iufl  m Virgil  enii  hn  JEjiiads 

with  the  death  of  Xumus, 

Vicaquc  cum  gcmitu  fugic  indignata  fub  vmbras. 

Here  end  the  notes  of  the  4^.  and  laft  Canto  of  Orlando  Furhjo. 


A hriefe 


A BRIEFE  AND  SVMMARIE 

ALLEGORIE  OF  ORLANDO  FVRIOSO, 

" NOT  VNPLEASANT  NOR  VNPROFITABLE 


for  thofe  that  hauc  read  the  former  Pocme. 

Hen  I had  finifhed  this  trannati5  of  OrladoFuriofi,^  being  alinofl: 
proud  in  mine  owne  conceit,  that  I had  in  thefe  my  young  ycares, 
employed  my  idle  houres  to  the  good  liking  of  many, and  thofe  of 
the  better  fort,  I happened  to  reade  in  a graue  & godly  book  thefc 
words  : So  denines  do  hold(for  examples  fake  )that  the  glory  of S. Paul  j„  the  FffJu- 
isencreafed  dajlyin  heanen , and  fhall  be  to  the  worlds  em,  by  reafon  of  tkn,  of  the  ac- 
them  that  doyly  do  profit  e by  hts  writing,  andrare  exemplar  life  vpon  eountingday, 
earth,aialfo  on  the  contrarie part  f hat  the  torments  of  Axn\i%  Sabelli- 
vis,and  other  wicked  heret ikes, are  continually  augmented  by  the  numbers  ofthem^whofrom  time 
to  time  are  corrupted  with  their  fedictous  andpefiilent  writings;!  f it  had  flayed  there, it  would 
neuer  haue  troubled  me, but  immediatly  followes,  T he  like  they  hold  ofdijfolute  Toets,and 
other  loo fe  writers , which  haue  left  behind  them  lafciuious,  wanton,  andcarnalldeuifes ,(U  alfo  of 
negligent  parents, maflers^eachers,^cfY\in  faying  (gentle  Reader)was  filch  a cooling  card 
to  me, and  did  fo  cut  the  combe  of  that  pleafing  conceit  of  mine,  that  I could  not  tel  whe- 
ther I fliould  repent  me  or  not, of  my  former  taken  paine.  For  this  was  not  a malicious 
taunt  ofa  wry-looking  Zoylus,  but  a graue  reprehenfion , and  commination  of  a deuout 
and  deuine  writer;  Now  though  the  Fpithetons  of  and  makemepartly 

prefomc,that  mine  author  is  out  of  the  forefaid  danger,whofc  work  cannot  iuflly  be  dee- 
med lafciuious, wanton,  nor  carnal,  & though  I haue  fpoken  as  I think  fufficiently  in  my 
Appollogie,to  fatiffic  al  indifferent  readers,  both  for  mine  authors  defence  & mine  owne 
excufe,  yet  becaufe  I know  in  mine  owne  confciencc,  that  all  the  verfes  in  this  worke  be 
not  fb  full  weight, but  if  they  fhalbe  tryed  in  fo  fcuerc  a ballance , fomc  will  be  found  ma- 
ny graines  to  light : I would  cndeuour  all  I might  to  fiipply  that  defeft  , with  the  more 
weightie  and  fober  confideration  of  the  Allegorie,  which, as  I haue  partly  touched  in  eue- 
ry  fcuerall  booke : fb  now  1 entend  to  prefent  to  your  confideration , the  whole  bodie  of 
the  fame,  to  make  as  it  were  a reherfal  Oration  of  it,  which  I haue  placed  in  the  latter  end. 

Mm  ij 


Simile  of  4 
furfa. 


>Armtl 

L»Ht, 


Orlando. 


^ofero. 


w4hl»a^  the 
tourt  ofdea- 

fare. 


Idlenetjcap- 
iaine  of  all 
other  fiithie 
yices. 
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and  as  it  were  for  a farewell, as  men  do  at  a great  dinner,  in  winch  they  haue  almofl:  furfe- 
ted  vpon  ftindrie  forts  of  meats, more  delicate  then  wholfome,yet  in  the  end  clofo  vp  their 
ftomakes  with  a peece  ofa  Qu^ince,  or  ftrengthen  and  helpc  their  digellion  with  a cuppe 
of  Sacke  j vhereas  to  a temperate  feeder  vpon  wholfome  meats, both  of  them  are  fopcrmi- 
ous.  Alfo  I do  the  rather  place  it  in  the  end  of  my  bookc,bccaufc  commonly,  that  which 
mcnreadelaft  ftickes  beftin  thcirmemories,andfoI  wifh  this  to  do,  being  as  it  were  the 
verie  kyrnell  and  principall  part,  or  as  the  marrow , and  the  reft  but  the  bone  or  vn- 
profitablc  Ihell ; or  according  (as  I faid  in  my  Appologie,  vfing  Tajfoes  comp^rifon} 
like  to  the  pill  that  is  lapped  in  fuger , and  giuen  a child  for  a medicin , who  otherwifo 
would  not  be  drawne  to  take  thefimple  dugge  though  it  were  tofaue  his  life.  But 
to  come  to  the  matter , mine  author  (as  you  may  fee  from  the  beginning)  applyeth  his 
whole  w'orke,  and  referreth  all  the  parts  thereof  to  two  principall  heads  and  common 
places ; namely,  and  in  both  which,  men  commit  great  ouerfights,  and 
from  both  which, proceed  manic  great  enormous  diforders,both  in  publique  and  priuat. 
For  thefe  two  faults  of  wantonnclTc  and  wilfulncs,arc  fo  coupled  commonly  with  youth, 
that  they  feeme  to  be  borne  at  a burthen  therewith , and  as  it  were  accidents  infepara- 
ble  j and  a man  might  almoft  canonize  him  for  a Saint,  that  hath  paffed  the  heat  of  his 
youth , and  not  offended  in  one  of  thefe : but  many  doubtleffc  offend  in  them  both. 
Andthisisthccaufe  that  mine  author  hath  propounded  many  examples,  butfpeci- 
ally  two,  in  the  which  men  may  fee  their  frailtieinthc  latter  of  thefe  ( which  I will 
handle  firft)  namely  in  the  paflion  ofloue . As  firft  Orlando ^ who  with  a long  and  te- 
dious voyage,  gardeth from  the  Indycs;  then  hath  her  taken  from  him  a- 
mong  his  friends , after  loofeth  her , and  by  fundrie  aduentures  purfuing  her , and 
yet  miffing  moft  narrowly  of  his  purpofe , in  the  end  falleth  ftarke  madde  for  her, 
till  by  faint  lohn  his  wits  are  fent  him  againc,  which  is  as  much  to  fay,  till  by  the  grace 
of  God  and  the  light  of  the  Gofpel,  he  difcoucrcth  the  darkneffe  he  walked  m , and 
fo  comes  againe  to  himfelfe. 

Sccondlyand  principally  in  %^gero , whom  he  faincth  to  haue  bene  a man  of  infi- 
nite valluc,  and  of  courage  able  to  ouercome  a thoufandofour  common  worldly  mi- 
fcries,  but  yet  ouercome  liimfelfe  of  this  paflion  ofloue,  vvithoutany  refiftance:  this 
is  the  reafon  that  he  is  borne  away  vpon  a horfe  with  wings  ( which  would  not  bego- 
uerned)  vp  into  the  aire,  to  the  countrey  of  Alcyna,  ( which  wx  may  eafily  conceauc  to  b« 
the  court  of  pleafure:)  by  which  mine  author  giues  vsto  vnderftand  that  the  princi- 
pall occafion  of  our  euill  proceedeth  of  this , when  our  appetite  not  ruled  by  reafon , ru- 
leth  vs,  as  Horace  writeth  of  anger,  and  may  be  applyed  to  any  paflion  that  ffriucth  with 
reafon: 

Ira  fur  or  breulsefl^anmttmregeyqui  mjiparet 

Imperat^  hunefenti,  hunc  tu  compefee  catena. 

Wherefore  this  fame  appetite  is  that  paffionatc  defire  of  the  mindc,  that  we  are  fo  of- 
ten counfailed  to  rcftrainc.  Now  to  this  defirc  to  this  inordinate  lulling, isioynedidlc- 
neffe , as  an  aflifrant  and  great  furtherer ; as  I partly  noted  in  the  fourth  boolce  out  of 
Omd^  Otia  ft  tolUs  &c.T\'i\s  idlenes  is  faihed  by  the  Poct,verie  grofle  and  coipulent, drun- 
ken &drowfie,ryding  vponaTortefle  in  token  of  flouth.and  he  (forfooth)  is  ringleader 
ofa  monllrous  band,of  which  fomc  haue  heads  like  dogges,  fomc  haue  necks  like  cranes, 
fome  are  mounted  vpon  Oxen  or  Aflesjfome  haue  countenances  and  gellurcs  of  Apes, 
fome  are  armed  with  prongs,  with  forkes,  with  hookes,  with  broches  (all  out  of  the  Kit- 
chen) of  all  w'hich,  what  other  meaning  can  be  gathered  but  this, that  idlenes  and  flouth, 
and  the  not  betaking  ones  felfe  to  fomc  honell  trauell , caufrth  men  to  prouc  drunkards, 
gluttons,  backbyters,  reprochers, idlers,  parafites  and  promoters, with  other  monllrous 
and  fiithie  faultcs,  though  worthy  to  be  puniihed  , yet  not  worthy  to  be  named. 

Where- 
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Wherefore  the  auncient  fathers  haue  not  without  great  judgement  and  iuft  caufe,  placed 
llouth  among  the  feauen  deadly  finnes,  being  fo  precife  in  tlie  confideration  thereof,  that 
they  haue  deliuered  their  opinions  thus  farreof  it,  that  though  fimplic  to  be  idle,  is  not 
a mortall  finne  (as  they  terme  it ) yet  fo  to  be  idle  as  to  be  kept  thereby  from  (bme  good 
cxercile.as  hearing  of  Gods  word, or  helping  our  brother  that  wanted  our  afliftancc,may 
make  it  mortall.But  now,becaufe  in  common  fence  it  had  not  bene  fit  nor  probable,  that 
a man  ofti  high  fpirite  & noble  courage(as  his  Rogero  is  deferibed  to  be)fhould  be  dauted 
with  fuch  a ftiamefull  and  bafe  coinpanie  as  thefe  were,  therefore  you  fee  he  defends  him- 
felfe  againft  them  moft  refolutely,  though  their  aflault  feeme  terrible , and  their  number 
infinite,  and  indifpightof  them  he  proceedeth  towards  the  houfe  of  Logeftilla  (by  LogefliUatt- 
which  isment  vertue)  by  that  craggie  and  painfull  way,  and  fliunncth  the  other  way  tokensreme, 
to  <iy4icyna , by  meanes  of  the  ^ood  warning  <>ylHolfo  had  giuen  him,  of  the  daunger 
thereof.  But  loe  two  laire  young  Ladies  fent  trom  ct^lcyna , which  as  I noted  in  the 
feuenth  booke,  carryed  a fhew  of  honourable  and  cltafl  loue;  thefe  wanne  him  W'ithout 
any  refiftance,  and  make  him  of  a refolute  warriour,  a dillblute  louer : but  trow  you 
he  can  come  to  zAlcyna  with  the  bare  name  of  a louer  ? no , if  he  be  poore , there  is  no 
place  for  him  in  dame  Pleafiires  court ; hemuftfpend,  he  muflgiue,  he  muft  lalh  it 
out.  Erifila,  a couctous  wretch,  keepes  the  bridge,  by  which  is  vndcrftood  that  many  Erlfila. 
men  are  ftopt  ^rom  this  courfe  of  folly , in  regard  of  the  great  charge  and  cxpencc 
thereof,  and  fo  ftay  at  this  bridge ; and  though  no  confideration  of  vertue  with- 
hold them,  yet  feareof  the  charge  doth  terrifie  them.  But  when  Erifila  is  onceouer- 
throwne , then  they  are  prefently  receiued  into  the  bofomc  of  ^Icyna,  then  all  the 
cheai e,  fporting,  dauncmg , and  courting  that  can  be  imagined , is  applyed  to  the  wel- 
comming  of  this  youthfull  %ogero.  Thus  he  is  drowned  and  vtterly  ouerwhelmed 
in  this  gulfc  of  pleafure , which  mine  author  hath  fet  downe  fo  liuely,  as  it  were  the 
verie  pidure  of  the  Prodigall  fonne  Ipoken  of  in  the  Icripture,  giuen  ouer  to  all  vn- 
thnftinelle,  all  loofeneffe  of  life  and  conuerfation.  But  becaufe  the  Poet  knew  verie 
well  that  youth,  of  itfclfe  hath  mahiegood  giftes  of  nature , if  the  fame  were  applyed, 
and  that  manic  young  men  comming  to  themfclues  againe,  haue  become  notable  mem- 
bers of  their  countryes , and  worthy  paternes  of  prowelTe  and  vertue : therefore  he 
deuifeth  mofl  excellently  a meane,  whereby  'Rogero  vnwyndeth  himfelfc  out  of  the 
bands  of  Alcyna , foewing  how  on  a day  being  gotten  from  her  ( a thing  that  feldome 
happened  vnto  him,)  U^lelijft  recalled  him  againe,  and  gaue  him  that  Ring  that  dilcoue- 
red  all  s^lcmoi  trumperies,  and  made  her  odious  in  his  fight : fo  as  now  he  curled  her  in 
his  heart,  aiKlw^as  afoamed  that  euerhehad  fet  his  loue  fo  bafely.  This  is  to  bevndcr- 
llood  that  a man  befotted  in  the  fond  pleafures  of  the  world,  entring  into  godly  confi-  ConfidemUti, 
deration  with  hiinfelfe  of  his  owne  eftate,  hcurcth  Adelyjfa  ^ which  is  tobcvnderflood 
the  deuine  infpiration  of  the  grace  of  God,  calling  him  from  the  damned  courfe  of 
life,  to  an  honeft  and  vertuous  courfe;  and  by  that  Ring  which  fignifieth  reafon , he 
difeouereth  the  odious  filthineffe, of  that  which  feeined  to  him  before  mofl:  plcafant  and 
amiable. 

Therefore  not  without  verie  good  caufe  doth  the  notable  writer,  I recyted  in  the 
beginning  of  this  treatife , lay  downe  in  the  verie  firfl  chapter  of  his  booke,  the  daun- 
ger and  inconuenicnccs  that  grow  to  men  for  lackc  of  confideration,  vfing  alfo  in  ano- 
ther place  among  many  his  diuinc  fimilitudes , this  one,  that  men  are  carryed  by  incon-  * 
fideration  to  their  cuerlafling  mine  without  any  flriuing , euen  as  haulkes  arc  carr}'cd 
hooded  verie  quietly , which  if  their  fight  were  free  would  neuerleaue  bating  till  they  Simile, 
had  broken  their  lynes,  or  vtterly  tyred  themfelues ; but  notwithflanding  that  the  Ring 
©f reafon  maketh  him  deflerne  thefe  foulc  deformities  oi Alcyna , yet  it  is  maruellous  to 
fee  what  wonderfull  impediments  be  fet  in  his  way,  car  he  can  difeharge  himfelfc  of  his 
late  receiued  miftres. 

Mm  ii; 
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The  faullcner,  the  horfc,  the  hauke , the  dogge,  that  do  all  afTaile  him  after  a flraunge  fa- 
fhion,  the  particular  Allcgorie  whereof , I touched  in  the  eight  hooke:  though  to  fay 
truth,  I needed  not  fo  curioufly  tohaue  fought  for  fuch  a hidden  meaning  in  them, 
when  as  the  verie  things  thcinfelues  are  fo  vntempcratly  vfed  by  manie,  that  they  kcepc 
them  from  vertues  and  more  honourable  at^hons:  How  many  men  giue  themfelucs  Co 
extreamely  to  thefe  hunters,  haukes,  hounds,  and  horfes,  chat  the}^  cannot  fcarceaffoord 
an  houre  to  the  ftudie  of  wifedome  and  temperance  ? though  I do  not  vtferly  con- 
demne  the  honourable  vfe  of  them  all , for  recreation,  fo  as  a man  would  remember, 
JVo  <^Hid  mmis,  or  as  our  Englilh  prouerbe  faith , too  much  of  one  thing  is  good  for 
nothing. 

Now  when  thefe  difficulties  be  ouercomc,  then  yet  for  a great  while  the  way  is  painc- 
foll,  the  weather  is  hot , the  funne  parcheth , %ogero  ifaeth  follifarie  without  compa- 
nie  or  good  fellowffiip ; and  by  and  by  an  other  temptation  affailes  him ; Three  Ladies 
fportmg  thertifelues  by  the  fea  fid^  would  ftay  him;  one  offers  him  wine incrcafing  his 
thirft  with  the  fight  of  it,  another  inuites  him  to  alight,  the  third  railcsvpon  him  for  his 
inciuilityerThefirft  of  thefe  is  our  concupyfcence,  that  with  a perpetual!  thirft  ftillma- 
keth  vs  couet  things  hurtfull  for  our  felucs : the  fecond  is  eafo,  that  is  loth  to  foftaine  too 
much  labour,  but  is  ftill  perfwading  vs  togiueouer  vertuous  workes , becaufe  they  arc 
painefull : the  third  is  the  mockerie  and  lewd  vfe  of  the  world , as  I haue  alfo  noted  in  his 
place , to  ieft  at  fuch  as  liue  aufterely  and  vertuoufly , as  though  it  were  a token  of  a bafo 
minde, whereas  indeed,it  is  thconely  noble  difpofition  that  may  be, to  follow  vertue,and 
to  defpifepleafure. 

Thefe  three  women  though  %ogero  fled  away,  yet  they  followed  him,  which  fignifi- 
eth,  that  our  owneimperfeffionseuermore  follow  vs,  neither  can  we  be  ridde  of  themj 
and  it  fuffileth  not  to  ouercome  them  once , but  that  we  muft  wage  continuall  battcll 
with  them.  Now  againft  this  perpetuall  myferic  we  arc  ftrengthened  by  diftipline,  and 
made  able  to  withftand  them , w'hich  is  fignified  by  the  wife  and  grauePilot,  that  tranf- 
ports  Kogcro  by  fea , from  Alcyna  to  Logeft'tlla ; and  in  footh  it  may  well  be  called  a foa,in 
which  euerie  waue  is  redie  to  ouerwhelmc  vs,  & euerie  florme  able  vtterly  to  difcourage 
vs , if  we  had  not  a good  Pilot  both  fafely  to  guid  vs , and  chearefully  to  encourage  vs, 
by  telling  vs  what  entertainment  wc  ftiall  finde,  if  we  comft  once  into  her  hai  bour. 
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T here  is  the  food  that  fills  and  neuer  cloyeth. 

In  the  tenth  ^ ^ loue,  the  beantie  andthe grace, 

bookc.  T hat  maketh  hm  moft  blefl  that  them  enioyethy 

T 0 which  contpardy  all  other  ioyes  are  bafe: 

T here  hope  norfeare,  nor  care  the  mmde  annoyethi 
%e/peCl  of  per  fans,  nor  regard  ofp/acey 
T he  mtnde fitll finding  perfeCl  contentation, 

%eflingit  filfetnvertHOHS  contemplation. 

4i 

• T here  are  (fatth  he ) fame  better  lejfons  taught, 

T hen  dauncingSy  dallfngs,  and  daintie  dyet, 

T here  jhallyou  learne  to  frame  your  minde  and  thought. 

From  will  to  wit,  to  temperance  from  ryet, 

T his  is  the  path  by  which  you  may  be  brought. 

Into  the  perfeEl  Paradice  of  quiet: 

T his  tale  the  Pylot  to  Rogcro  told. 

And  all  the  while  their  courfe  they forward  hold. 

This 
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This  encouragement  and  comfort  was  fomwhatjhut  by  and  by  they  difcouered  a great 
haiiic  Tent  from  Alcjm,\^\-\\ch  vndoubtcdly  had  furpnfed  them, had  not  Logefltlla  (w  inch 
drawnefrom  theGrceke,is  to  fay  wiredomc)rent  a wholearmiein  their  ayde:which  figni- 
fieth  writings, exhortationsnnftmtftions,exaples, and  precepts,  that  haue  power  in  them, 
both  to  confound  Alcym^zw^  to  rccouer  all  that  had  bene  wonne  by  force, in  former  times 
from  Logefltlla. 

Thefoure  VertUous  Ladies  that  are  fent  to  guard  %pgero^  as  appeareth  by  their  names, 
and  by  their  Epithetons  giuen  the  by  mine  author,are  the  feure  Cardinall  vertues.iufricc, 
prudence, temperance, and  fortitude . Which  diough  it  be  well  deferibed  in  the  forefayd 
X.  booke,ycc  in  my  fanlie,that  in  thelafl:  booke,  where  he  prayfeth  a Cardinals  vertucs , I 
itieanc  Htppoty^o,\y\\cxcz\(o  he  adds  afiftvnto  the, and  makes  the  fiuc,it  dothmUch  better. 
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T hen  on  another  part  rodi  to  he  venvd. 

His  Virtues y each  one  by  them felucs  dtftin^y 
‘Trudence/.nd  temperance,  andfortttude. 

And  lufltce^  andafift  fo  nearely  Itnkt 
IT 0 thefiythat  who  with  it  is  not  endude, 

T he  refi  may  feeme  blotted , or  quite  extinSl, 

Fount ie  imploydin gluing  and  in  ff  ending, 

A fpeciall grace  to  all  the  other  lending. 

Thefe  be  the  Captaines  of  that  Armie  Royall,that  can  ouercomc  legions,  nay  millyons 
bfviccs:&:  fare  if  you  will  not  allow  the  lafl:  of  them  for  a principall  leader , yet  you  muft 
at  leaft.make  him  treafurer  and  pay  maftcr,or  elfe  it  is  great  doubt  that  for  lacke  of  pay, 
you  will  be  driuen  to  CalTyre  your  bands.But  to  proceede, perhaps  it  will  feeme  ftraungc 
to  fomc,  as  it  did  to  my  felfe  at  the  firff  reading , how  it  comes  to  pafle  that  Logefltlla  and 
Alcyna  are  fifters,  the  one  legitimat,thc  other  a baftard;  and  that  the  baftard  hath  vfurped 
Vpo  theothers  ftate,and  hath  fcarfe left  her  aboueonc  ffronghold.Theexpofition  is  this. 

The  nature  of  man  f by  which  is  vnderflood  our  appetite  or  affedion,)  which  ought  to 
be  fubieft  to  reafon,and  to  be  gouerned  thereby,this  nature(I  fay)  was  at  the  firft  a lawfull 
child  of  God, and  W'as  by  the  fpirite  of  God,framcd  to  his  ownclikencfIe,there  to  gouerne 
and  rule  by  Icafon  and  wifedome,fb  that  afore  nature  was  corrupted,  all  the  partes  of  our 
minde  were  in  a pcrfctfr  accord  and  harmonie,vnder  the  gouernement  of  r eafon,  or  rather 
cucry  one  fetting forward  it  felfe  to  vertuous  actions  : but  when  this  firft  perfeefion  was 
loft , and  that  fame  great  rebellion  was  made , to  theouerthrow  uf  that  quiet  and  fettled 
ftate,the  heart  became  fb  weake,  as  it  was  not  able  to  endure  the  continuall  affaults  of  the 
paffions  that  affayled  it,and  in  the  end  was  cofent  to  take  part  widi  them,againft  the  rea- 
fbnablc  part  of  the  minde . And  now  euery  part  of  the  body  engenders  fuch  feeds  of  con- 
cupifccnce,that  nature  is  become  a baftard  lifter  to  reafon , and  vfurpes  that  gouernement 
that  is  due  onely  to  hcr,andlcaucth  her  onely  one  caftclfwliich  was  fo  ftrongly  feituated, 
that  it  was  impregnable : fo  that  now  reafon  is  retirde  as  it  were  to  her  principall  fortrelle, 
to  the  head,the  reft  of  this  kingdomc  being  poflefTedfby  Alcyna)hy  pleafure  and  fond  dcr 
lights. Now  then,what  marueli  is  it,ifthis  new  Hcrcules,d<:(cxtk)c6.  ty  mine  author,do  with 
fo  great  difficulty, and  through  fb  many  impediments,clamervp  to  this  ftatelyfeat  ofZo- 
gejlilla,  built  with  filch  rare  workcmanljiip,  and  of  fuch  pure  ftuffe,that  a man  may  in  the 
walls  thereof,  fee  cuen  into  his  ver}' fbule  and  confei  ence. 

In  thefe  men  fee  the  vertue,  and  the.  vice, 

T hat  cleaueth  to  their  inward  fouls  andminde, 

W ho  looses  in  fuch  aglajje,  may  grow  fo  wife. 

As  neithe,r fiat' ring  prajfes  Piallhim  blind, 
jy  It  h tirlfing  words  si,  nor  vndefirued  blame, 

• IVith  forged  faults,  floall works  him  any  Jhame» 

Mm  iiij 
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As  for  thofe  guUdings  and  paintings , that  were  in  the  Pallace  of  Alcjna , though  the 
fliow  of  it  were  glorious,  the  fubftaunce  of  it  was  drolTe,  and  nothing  but  Alcumic , and 
cofenage : but  thefe  of  LogeflilU,  be  precious  ftones  indeed , of  ineftimablc  valluc  : The 
looking  glalfe  and  mirrour,that  will  fhow  vs  how  our  foule  and  our  minde  is  fpottedjoh 
he  that  would  vfe  (uch  a glalle , what  a notable  Antidoton  it  would  be  againft  the  poy- 
fon  offlatterie? 

You fayre Ladies,  that  fpendfo many houres  in  looking  andpiying  in  aglaflc  toftc 
ifthisfhadow  fit  handfomllc,  if  your  rebatoes  be  well  fet , if  your  wyers  ftandcuenvp- 
on  your  heads,  and  the  pendent  iuftin  tlic  middle  ofyour  foreheads,  and  in  the  Icaft  of 
theie  matters  you  will  not  belceue  your  mayds  eyes , but  you  w'ill  fee  it  your  felucs , why 
are  you  fo  credulous  to  bcleeuclyers  and  flatterers , that  tell  you  your  chaftities  and  o- 
ther  womanlie  vertues  be  extolled  and  prayfed , and  will  not  lookc  in  that  true  glafle, 
to  fee  if  you  deferue  it  or  no . 

It  is  true  , that  men  are  nofitiudgesof  themfclues , becaufc  commonhe  they  arc 
parciall  in  their  owne  caufe  , yet  is  it  as  true  , that  he  that  will  dilpofe  him  to  mdge 
indiflferentlie  ofhimfclfe,  can  doe  it  better  then  any  bodie  el(e,bccaufe  a man  can  fee 
further  into  his  owne  minde  and  heart,  then  any  one  clfe  can . But  now,  to  come  to 
this  fayre  houfe  of  LogeflilU  , to  which  I would  fo  fayne  inuite  you  all,  both  Lordes 
and  Ladies,  thatreade  this  dicourfc,  here  be  fw'eet  gardens , here  be  wholefomchcrbes, 
here  is  the  contmuall  fpring  : Here  that  vnbridled  horfe  , that  bare  aw'ay  IR^gero 
fbfarreout  ofEurope,  is  taught  to  obay  the  rod  and  the  rayne,and  made  feruiceablc 
and  at  commaundement.  Further,  by  the  helpe  of  the  ring  ( as  was  touched  before  ) ma- 
nie  that  had  bene  transformed  into  brute  beaftes,  were  reftored  to  their  fliapc  agayne: 
thefe  were  luch  as  were  fo  drowned  in  vice  , and  in  beaftlic  pleafiires  , that  no  part  of 
the  reafonable  man  was  left  in  them . Aftolfo  was  reflored  to  his  fliape , that  had  bene 
turned  into  a myrtle,(now  the  myrtle  was  fayd  euer  to  haue  bene  Venus  tree;)and  becaufo 
he  was  fo  entangled  in  Vcnerie,that  he  could  not  get  himfelfcout  ofit,  therefore  he  is 
fayned  to  haue  taken  roote  in  the  grounde  as  a tree  doth  , and  fo  was  fattened , that 
without  afiittaunce  he  could  not  haue  ttirredfrom  thence.  Thus,  as  you  foe 

mine  author  vnder  a pretie  fiftion , hath  brought  you  to  behold  the  whole  miferie  of  the 
life  of  man , and  therefore  in  the  beginning  of  the  vij . booke,he  exhorteth  men  to  confi- 
der  the  meaning  of  his  talc, 

fVherefore  to  fome morale  may  feeme  a fable^ 

JVhofe  Tvits  to  vnderftand  it , are  not  able. 

But  now  bccaufe  there  are  diuerskindcs  oferrours,  in  this  laberinth  ofloue,andas 
diuers  mcanes  by  which  men  offend , as  there  arc  diuers  fortes  of  men  that  offend;  there- 
fore you  may  perceauc  how  my  author  hath  filled  the  whole  booke  with  fundry  exam- 
ples bothofmen  and  women  :as  \st^\AzOrlanelo  ofwhomlfpake  before,  whole  mad- 
neffegauethe  name  to  his  worke,  calling  it  Furtofo  , there  is  Sacrapant  , that 

followcs  Angelltca  from  the  Indies , and  is  ttill  foded  out  by  her  with  fayre  wordes : There 
is  , that  is  extremely  in  loue  with  her  , till  the  water  of  difdayne  drauc  away, 

and  cooled  the  heateof  hisaffcittion;  and  the  W'Jiole  booke  is  full  of  examples  ofmen 
and  women  , that  in  this  matter  of  loue,  haue  bene  notable  in  one  kyndc  or  other , of 
which  I will  touch  fome  fpeciall  ones  , and  omit  the  reft , as  not  fb  much  worth  the 
ftanding  vpon . 

The  ordinarie  kindes  of  loue  are  fot  downeto  vs  of  the  good  and  the  bad  in  two 
couples  : Angellyca  and  F)oralyce  of  the  worfc  kindc  , and  Olympia  and  Bradamant 
of  the  better  forte  . In  Angellyca  y the  excellentneffe  of  her  bewtie  bred  fiich  an  ex- 
ceeding pride , that  difdayning  the  greateft  and  vs'orthyeft  Princes  that  lined  in  that 
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age , flie  call  her  felfc  away  at  laft  vpon  a poore  fcruing-tnan , for  a iufl  rccompence 
other  to  haughticconceipt.  XwBoralyce , is  (etdowne  a pattcrne  of  great  lightncfTeof 
manners , and  behauiour,  that  firft  Jouing  %odomont , and  being  forciblic  taken  by 
Ai.tnd^j/card  ,ytt  in  one  night  wasfo  well  pacified  toward  him,  that  fhevvas  content 
to  tarrie  witli  him , and  in  the  ende  refufed  %odomont  openlie  for  him,(though  in  fo 
doyng  one  might  make  a reafonable  excufc  for  her; ) but  after  when  Mandrycard  was 
flay  nc , Ihe  could  haue  foundc  in  her  heart  to  haue  loued  %ogero  alfo . In  O/ympta  con- 
traric , we  fee  an  honeft  chaft  loue , though  verie  hardlic  requited , yet  hath  it  in  my 
opinion  Tome  reproofe , namelie  that  it  was  to  fbdaine  and  violent . But  in  the  wor- 
thy if^-rtiiW/iwnsaperfeftpatternc  oftrue  honourable  loue  to  , moued  firft  by 

his  value , by  his  courage , by  his  behauiour , by  his  w^orth , which  made  him  worthy 
ofher  loue.  In  her  you  lhall  findcnorafhneflfejno  want  ol  conftancic , of  faith,  of  all  ei- 
ther due  regardcs:  for  neither  could  her  fiindric  ouerthw’art  chaunccs, neither  the  expe- 
ftation  and  length  of  time, (which  is  wont  to  breed  altcrations,j  nor  the  obftinate  coue- 
toufnelfe  ofher  father , nor  the  vainc  ambition  of  her  mother , nor  the  ftatc  and  Empire 
of  Leon  , with  all  the  promifcd  riches  and  treafiires  his  Father  and  he  polTeffed , once 
withdraw  her  mynde  from  her  firft  loue.  Further,  Bradjtmam  iiiid.  not  raftilie  fall  in 
loue , as  did  Olympia , but  the  ProphctelTc  U^le/yjfa , and  tokens  from  abouc,  did  encou- 
rage her  to  her  honeftloue,  forftiowing  her  of  her  noble  pofteritic,  and  of  all  thofc 
bleiCngs  that  accompanie  the  fame : fo  as  indeed,  in  her  onclie,  wc  haue  a patterne  of  ho- 
neft  and  commendable  loue  before  marriage. 

N ow  there  arc  in  like  manner  two  payre  of  married  women, one  worthicall  rc- 
proch  , thetother  meriting  allprayfc.  The  fhamclefte  Orygi/la  znd  herfilthie  Mar- 
tayjo , are  a pattcrne  of  bafe  and  filthic  loue , grounded  vpon  ribauldrie , and  continued 
with  all  fraudulent  praftifes  that  may  be ; in  which  alfo  the  fond  affeftion , and  doting 
fancicof6'/*/j^o,  is  to  be  pitied,  that  could  not  fee  her  trechcrie  till  with  notable  ftiamc 
and  ftorne , he  felt  the  fruits  of  it. 

An  other  pattcrne  of  lewdnefle  in  all  kyndcs  ,is  the  Cragicall  lyfe  of  the  abhomi- 
nable  (7rf^«rf,that  for  her  filthie  luft,  brake  all  the  lawes  of  hofpitalitie,and  huma- 
nitie  : Firft  temptyng  Fylandro  moft  impudentlic  , then  accufing  him  raoft  falfelie, 
laftlic  circumuenting  him  moft  lubtillie  , and  making  him  with  a moft  rare  crucltic 
to  kill  her  husband  , and  marrie  her  felfc  ; and  finallic  when  fhe  grewc  weric  of 
him  , fhe  founde  the  mcanes  to  poyfon  both  him  and  the  Phifition  , and  not  rc- 
fting  there  , fpent  all  her  life  after  in  w'orking  all  kynde  of  trealbn  and  mift 
chiefc  , eucn  to  her  laft  galpe  which  fhe  fet  on  the  gallowes  . Such  Gabrynat  and 
^Jidedcas  as  this  perhaps  there  are  in  the  worlde  , that  to  effeft  their  deuilifh  pur- 
poles  , will  not  fticke  to  pra£fife  any  kynde  of  trechcrie  and  poyfoning  , yea  and 
take  a pryde  and  felicitie  when  they  can  ouerthrow  noble  houfes  , fet  great  men  to- 
gether by  the  cares , caufc  bloudfhed  , and  mine , and  hurlyburlic,  in  Cities  and  com- 
mon wealthes,  and  caufe  brothers  to  cut  of  one  an  others  head : whereupon  that  old  verfe 
may  feerae  to  haue  bene  made  vpon  fbme  ground, 

N on  audet  Stigim  Pinto  tent  are,  <pHod  audet 

Pres  biter,  ef rents  plana^fiaudis  anus. 

But  nowin rccopcnce  of  thefe  two  paffing  lewd  w'omcn.we haue  ^'o  excellent  vertu- 
ous  women ; married  to  Brandimart,znd  IfabtllefpovSed  to  Zerbmo 

thinkc  mine  author  hath  deuifcd  to  haue  great  aduerfities,and  to  haue  loft  their  husbands 
moft  vnfortunatly,to  the  ende  to  lay  before  all  chaft  and  vertuous  matrones,an  example, 
how  the  troubles  that  happen  to  their  husbands, muft  be  a meanc  to  fet  forth  their  prayfc 
the  more.  And  indecde,to  attribute  to  them  the  higheft  poynt  of  glory  in  this  kinde,  that 
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maybe,  you  fee  how  he  maketh  them  Icefe  their  husbands  cue  in  the  prime  of  their  own  c 
ycarcs  vZerbjno  flayne  in  France , and  Brandymart  in  Barbaric , and  both  of  them  naming 
their  wiues  at  their  lafl:  hourc,to  lliow  how  dcarcly  they  louedthemj  which  caufeth  them 
to  breake  into  fuch  pitious  lamentations, as  would  mouc  not  onely  a tender  harted  Ladie, 
but  eucn  a valiant  harted  man, to  Ihcd  tcares  with  compaflion.Further,thc  deathes  of  both 
thefe  Ladics,in  fiindry  kindcs  arc  mofl;  admirable : Fyordelugt  builds  her  a little  roome  in 
the  Sepulcher  of  her  husband,&  there  becomes  an  Anchorite:  lfabella{^\n<^  into  the  had 
ofthe  b3ixhdi.xa\ii%odomont  , and  hauing  no  way  to  faue  her  chaftitie  from  his  violence, 
deuifed  a mcane  to  redecmcit  with  the  price  of  her  life : Oh  worthy  Jfabelluythsx  dcfciucll: 
to  be  painted  in  Tables,  and  fet  foorth  in  clothes  of  Arres , for  an  example  to  all  young 
Ladyes  of  conft  ant  chaftitie. 

But  now  to  goe  forward , we  hauc  to  confider  likewife  of  the  inchaunted  Pallacc , in 
which  as  it  were  in  an  infinite  laberinth , fb  many  brauc  young  men  of  great  vallor,  loofe 
them  felues  inleeking  their  loues,and  when  they  would  depart  thcncc,they  hcare  thefel- 
ues  called  backe,and  thinkc  they  fee  their  faces;  but  when  they  come, thinking  to  finde  the, 
they  vanifh  out  of  their  fights,and  turne  to  fhadowes . This  inchauntment  is  likewife  re- 
ferred to  loue,that  painteth  forth  in  our  fanfie,the  Image  of  the  partie  loued,  reprefenting 
to  vs  the  fweet  fpeach.the  feemely  bchauiour,thc  gracioo  j lookes  of  our  Idol  that  w'e  wor- 
lhip:but  neither  can  we  finde  it  when  we  feeke  for  it , neither  doth  the  heart  take  any  rc- 
pofe,  flill  laboring  to  attayne  to  the  end  which  more  domiffe  then  hit,  and  yet  when  they 
doc  attayne  to  it , for  the  moftpart  thpy  grow  as  werie,  as  before  they  grew  fond.Wemay 
fay  that  Dido  was  in  this  laberintb,w'hen  as  Vtrgtll  defcribeth  her: 

At%egma grant  iamdudnr/tfauciacnra, 

Vnlntu  alltv  ants.,  ^ caco  carpitur  igni^ 

Mult  a vin  virtui  ammo,  mtiltu-fy^  recurrat, 

Gentishonos : harent  infix t peElorevnlttis, 

Verbayp,  nec  placidam  membris  dat  car  a quiet  em. 

Wherfbre  this  paflion  may  well  be  called,  T hat  tickling  tvoHndjthat  flat' ring  cruellfoe,zi 
it  is  in  the  firft  booke.  And  no  marucll  if  Rogero  once  again, hauing  loft  his  ring  of  reafbn, 
be  dra  wnc  into  this  inchaunted  Pallace.  Onely  Aflolfo(x^n^t  by  a booke  Logeflillu  gauc 
him,to  take  away  afantafticall  Imagc,or  fbme  fuch  witchcraft  as  lay  vnder  the  threfliold) 
diftolucd  the  inchauntment . But  whereas  it  is  fayd  that  Atlanta  did  build  it , thereby  to 
keepe  Rogero  in  an  idle  lifc,thcrein  he  toucheth  the  fond  tendernes  of  diuers  parents  oucr 
their  children , who  bringing  them  vp  in  wantonnefle,  cafe , and  pride , make  them  the 
more  apt  to  fall  into  this  inchaunting  laberinth . Many  more  examples  areallcdged  by 
mine  author : as  that  pretie  Comycall  tale  of  Ariodant  and  Genewra : the  fantafticall  tale 
of  Norandino  and  Z«9'«<*,that  were  lapt  in  goates  skinnes:  the  death  of  Marganorres  two 
fonnesrthetale  of  the  Mantuan  knight  that  had  the  married  mens  cup.  All  which  hauc 
good  Morallities,and  may  befitlie  applyed  to  this  common  place  of  louc. 

Now  the  other  common  place  is  of  armes , which  indeed  is  more  pertinent  to  matters 
of  ftate,(as  tother  is  to  priuat  life  & manners, )and  in  this  mine  author  hath  carried  his  in- 
ucntionveriedayntilie,  and  well  worth  the  marking.  For  he  propoundeth  to  vs  the  ex- 
ample of  tw'o  mightie  Emperours,  one  of  which  direftcth  all  his  councils  by  wifedome, 
learning, and  Religion ; But  the  other  being  rafh,and  vnexperienced,  ruined  himfelfe  and 
his  countrie : and  in  this  ftorie  though  much  of  it  be  feyned , yet  are  fet  downe  the  vc- 
ricordinariccaufcs:andthcvfuallfequclsofallfuch  garboyls  and  troubles  .It  isalmoft 
an  vfuall  matter  to  read  of  young  Princes  that  being  left  in  peace  and  profperitie,  and 
hauing  ft)  much  wealth  they  know  not  what  to  do  withall : ftraight  follow  their  youth- 
full  humour  of  reuenging  fomc  ( I know  not  what ) old  iniuries , and  be  put  in  hope 
by  fuch  harc-brayne  Giunfellours  as  "Rodomont  and  his  fcllowcs  , of  great  conqueftes 
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and  in  the  end  oucrthrow  indeed  great  armies,not  of  their  enemyes/jut  of  their  ovvnc , as 
flic  oracle  mocked  ^rttfus. 

Halm  peKetrans  mujinain peruertet  opttm  vim. 

SodidH//«w;^/?//in  Italic  (though  indeed  he  preuaylcd  a great  while)  led  thereto  by  a 
dreamc , as  fomc write : Now  m thefc matters  of warres , the chiefc  fault  Comtnohlic  is, 
in  thofe  Counfcllours  that  put  a fword  into  a mad-mans  hand,  by  putting  fuch  ccmceyts: 
into  Princes  heads . Yet  we{cc4-^^r;fW/?wthath  hisgrauc  Sobryno  aduiferh  hifii  at 
the  firft,not  to  inuade  other  mens  countryes , but  tokeepehis  owne;  thataduileth  nim 
to  preuent  mifehiefe  in  time,  and  to  fuefor  peace:  that  aduifeth  him  to  put  the  matter  to 
a combat  of  one  man , and  the  partie  ouercome  to  pay  ycarcly  tributcrand  finally, that  not 
onely  with  faithfull  counfell , but  with  valiant  leruice , fticketh  to  him  to  the  lart  •,  bjit 
e^^i'^iw^wfi-ownerafiincfleand  follieouerthrovves  all  the  good  that  could  be  done  him. 
Further  thele  youthfull  Counfcllours , on  whom  did  fo  much  relyc,  did  not 

onely  hurt  him  by  their  fond  perfwafions  to  his  ill  fiicceeding  warres  , but  alfo  in  the 
middell  of  the  heat  thereof,  when  their  feruice  fiiould  haue  fiood  him  in  moft  Heed , an- 
noydhim  , and  in  a manner  quite  confounded  him  with  their  continuall  iarring  and 
fquaring  amog  themfclucs  about  matters  of  fmall  or  no  importance:  So  that , as  Agamem^ 

, was  wont  to  wifliforten  Neflors  could  haue  bene  content  to  haue  fpared^- 
chiUes:  fo  Agramant  had  iuft  caufc  to  haUe  wifhed  for  ten  Sobryms  diW^  to  haue  fpared  7^- 
domount , and  the  other  great  champions  • And  by  the  way  it  is  to  be  noted , how  Poeti- 
callie  mine  author  fendeth  Difeord  among  them,  and  where  fhe  was  found , as  you  might 
read  in  the  fourteenth  booke . to  <iy4gramant  ,n  on  the  other  fide  oppofed  Charles^ 

a graucand  well  ftayd  Prince,  wife  and  valiant,  not  parciall  in  doing  iuftice  ,bountifiill 
in  rewarding  Icruiccs , and  which  is  all  in  all , deuout  without  hypocrifie , and  putting  in- 
deed his  affiaunce  in  God,  and  conlequently  in  his  extremities  isaydedby  Godjandin 
the  end  obtaining  a mofi:  happie  viifforie , driuing  both  his  enemies  out  of  hiscountric, 
and  gayning  from  them  a great  part  of  theirs . Further  my  author  hath  fet  downc  diuers 
formes  (as  I may  call  it  Jof  valiant  men , though  not  all  in  a fort  to  be  imitated  , but  fomc 
rather  greatlic  to  be  reproued  ; UM.tndncard  is  deferibed  to  be  exceeding  full  of  cou- 
rage , and  with  all  veric  quarellfome , and  yet  with  good  fuccelfe  : He  takes  Doralyce 
from  her  guard , he  fights  with  Orlando^  W\t\\‘Fodomountj  with  Marfifay&nA  ffill  he  liolds 
his  owne.  But  this  good  fortune  is  acaufe  to  fooles  of  their  oucrthrow;  for  (as  our  Eng- 
lifii  prouerb  faith)  So  oft  goes  the  pitcher  to  the  water , at  laft  tt  comes  broken  home . Adandri- 
card  would  needs  quarrell  with  "Ksgero  about  their  cognifaunce , and  by  him  is  flayne  af- 
ter all  his  brauenc . This  is  written  for  a warning  to  fuch  as  arc  of  Mandrycardos  difpofi- 
tion  to  take  heed  of  Mandrycardos  end. 

Likcwifc  in  %odomount  there  was  exceeding  ftrength  of  bodie , as  well  as  courage  of 
minde,butthefamcwasgouernedwithno  deliberation ; which  caufed  him  to  attempt, 
andtogiueouer  things  atternpted  veric  fodainlie , which  finally  turned  to  be  hurtfullto 
himfelfe  as  well  as  to  others. 

On  the  other  fide , %enaldo  was  a ffankc  natured  man,  valiant  and  curteous : Terr  aw, 
flout  ,but  to  full  of  craking , and  thereby  procuring  himfelfe  enmities : Orlando  full  of 
cleinencic  as  well  as  courage : a patterneofa  moft  noble  and  thankcfull  nature, 

and  though.not  fortunate , yet  moft  famous  in  defpite  of  fortune. 

the  verie  Idea  and  perfeff  exam  pie  of  a true  Knight,  that  will  by  no  meanes 
breake  his  faith  and  his  honour,  that  feckes  noaduantage  ofthe  inchaunted  fheeld,thac 
to  be  gratefull  to  Don  Leon  AtigHjlw , would  leefc  both  loue  and  life , and  finally , that  in 
defence  of  his  honour  killeth  %odomount, 

Furthcr,asl  haue  often  noted  in  thcfeuerall  bookeS , it  is  a veric  pleafing  thing  to  fee 
the  due  punifbment  of  the  wicked  doers,and  the  procurers  of  euill,  as  befides  thofe  I haue 
noted , you  may  fee  that  none  feapeth  of  the  xxxi).  kings  that  came  out  of  Afificke,  but 
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'Rsgero  and  Sohrino  ,thc  one  a pcrfwadcr  to  peace , the  other » a iuft  warriour,  and  true  of 
his  word. 

Befide,  in  Jfiolfo  is  a prayfe  of  learning , who  with  his  founding  home , by  which  is 
ment  eloquence , and  with  his  boolce  ( betokening  wifedome ) both  the  gifts  of  Logeflu’la^ 
becommeth  a tamer  ofmonfl:ers,as  well  as  aconquerour  of  men,  and  accomplilheth 
greater  matters  alone, then  all  the  reft  doe  with  their  force  and  armes. 

Further,in  the  prayfe  of  learning , and  to  moue  Princes  to  fauour  learning, he  ftiewes 
how  onely  the  pen  of  the  learned  is  that  ,that  preferues  the  good  fame  of  Princes , as  for 
the  common  foolifh  Pamphlet-writers  he  condemneth  them  , likening  them  to  vultures 
carren  crowes  ,and  chattering  pyes , thatare  notable  to  faue  their  ffends  names  from  the 
lake  of  obliuion,becaufe  their  writings  are  not  durable . Thus  much  I thought  good  to 
note  of  the  gcncrall  Allegoric  of  the  whole  worke , to  giue  you  occafion  to  ruminate , as 
at  were, and  better  to  difgeft  that,  which  you  before  in  reading,did  perhaps  fwallow  down 
whole  without  chewing.Now  me  thinkc  it  is  euen  high  time  to  take  away, and  byd  much 
pood  doc  it  you , or  at  the  Icaft  no  harmc  doe  it  you, or  if  you  thinke  it  will  for  all  this, the 
beft  Phificke  J can  preftribe  you , is  to  take  a leafe  or  two  of  S. Mathews  Gofpell , or  of  S. 
antes  Epiftlcs,and  it  fliall  reftore  you  to  your  perfeft  health. 
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AND  COMPENDIOVSLY  GATHERED 

OVT  OF  SVNDRIE  ITALIAN 

writers byloHN  Harington. 

Hole  that  performed  any  notable  worke  in  their  hues , cither  for 
thcprofitofthcircountric,  orfor  the  aduauncement  of  learning, 
or  in  any  other  thing  that  hath  made  them  worth  the  talking  of  af- 
ter their  dcceafes,haue  for  the  moft  part  both  bene  recorded  in  the 
Fliftories  of  their  times,and  alfo  had  their  names  eternized  by  Ipe- 
cial  treatifes  writte  of  their  liucsiby  which  the  enfuing  ages  might 
know  their  countrie, their  parentage, their  time  of  birth,  their  edu- 
cation,their  difpofition , their  aftions , and  their  end : Whether  it 
be  that  men  are  willing  to  proftcute  their  deferts  with  a thankfull  rcmembraunce  after 
their  deaths , as  it  were  fora  kinde  ofrecompenceof  their  trauell  in  this  life , whether  for 
the  encouragement  of  thefe  that  hue , to  make  them  by  verfue  hunt  after  fame . Neither 
onely  haue  men  of  good  deftrts  bene  prayfed  for  their  vertues , but  alfo  the  wicked  hauc 
bene  blazed  for  their  faults , that  thofe  whom  defirc  of  fame  cannot  allure  to  well  doing, 
yet  feare  of  ftiame  and  ignominie,may  terrifie  from  lewd  aftions . In  both  which  kinds, di- 
uers  haue  imployed  their  pcnns,both  in  former  ages  and  now  of  late, to  the  great  good  and 
Tlutarhsliut!.  delight  of  the  ftudious  reader . Witnefte  Pint  arks  hues  called  his  Paralcls, comparing  the 
Thex'tj.Ceftrs.  notable  men  of  Rome  and  Greece : bockc  of  the  twelue  : anothers  after 

TIjex.Emfe-  him  of  ten  Emperours(exccllently  written  in  Italian) : And  of  our  owne  countrie  and  in 
our  owne  language , the  mirrour  ofMagiftrates , in  which  the  life  and  fall  of  many  great 
perfons  is  very  well  fet  downc,and  in  a good  vcrfe.Now(as  I fay)this  being  a common  cu- 
ftome , and  as  it  were  a due  reward  to  men  of  good  defert , no  marucU  if  this  Poet,  whofc 

worke 
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workc  hath  bene  acceptable  to  (b  many  thoixfands , hauc  allb  found  this  fauour  to  hauc 
his  life  written  , which  hath  bene  done  by  three  Italians  that  I haue  read , namely  Giero^ 

/(CTWtf  Porro  of  Padoa,  GieroL'tmoGarofalooiV.cuzvZy  and  byi/w<7«P’<?r«<?r<ofRhcggio: 
out  ofwhofc  three  reports  I haue  gathered  this  compendious  treatife , tofatifflefuch  as 
arc  defirous  to  know  who  this  Anofto  was,  whom  I hauc  fo  greatly  extolled  in  my  Apo- 
logic , as  a bcnefa^Ior  of  all  fludious  mindes , and  on  whofe  w'orke  I haue  employed  Co 
much  time,  to  put  it  into  Englida  verfc,  and  to  beftow  fo  many  notes  as  I haue  done  vp- 
on  the  expounding  of  his  Allegories , and  whatfoeucr  clfe  I mdged  fit  for  the  readers  of 
weaker  capacities. 

Firft  therefore  you  mufl:  know,  that  the  houfe  or  name  of  the  y^r;o7?/camefirfl:  out  of  Mieflo  hii 
Bologna,  (notasfomehauevainely  fiirmifed  deriued  of  the  Anfiijor  Artomlit)  for  yet  farent^e, 
their  name  is  remaining  in  Bologn/',  in  good  account  and  reckning,  and  was  long  fince 
ofthat  reputation  for  gentrie  and  welth , that  C^largues  Obyfo  the  third  of  the  houfe  of 
Efte,  thought  it  no  difparagement  to  him  to  marrie  a wife  out  of  that  fiockc,  called  Lifpa 
Ariofta.  This  Ladie  was  of  excellent  beautic  and  wit,  and  bringing  with  her  vnto  Ferra- 
ra fomc  of  the  Arioftiofherkin  and  followers,  by  her  fauour  andcountenance, they  fo 
well fethcred  their  nefts  in  Ferrara  in  her  life,  that  they  held  cucr  fince  the  account  of 
Gentlemen  ofthe  better  fort:  But  (admit  their  familic  were  of  good  reckning  before) 
yet  the  excellencie  of  this  famous  man  we  now  treat  of,  by  the  confent  of  all  that  write 
of  it , hath  greatly  increafed  the  account  and  credit  thereof.  His  fathers  name  was  Ni~  uUfAtheri 
chol(u  Anofto  y and  both  his  father  and  vnclcs  bare  offices  in  their  countrie  of  goodva- 
lew,  his  mothers  name  was  Aria  of  the  houfe  oC MaUgutfim  Reggio,  asappeareth  Hismothcr. 
in  one  of  his  Satyrs  where  he  nameth  her.  Now  though  this  Lodowtke  cArtofio  were 
his  fathers  eldeft  fonne , yet  he  had  foure  brothers  and  fiuc  fillers , the  names  of  his  bro- 
thers himfelfe  fets  downc  in  his  fecond  Satyre,  (fharles,  Alexander,  Galajjo,  and  Gabrtell, 
where  alfo  he  complaineth  that  Mercane  was  no  great  friend  to  his  houfe , meaning  uU  brothers. 
that  their  welth  was  butfmall,  bccaufo  none  of  them  had  vfed  to  cncrcafe  it  by  traf- 
fickc  or  marchandizc.  Now  though  his  father  w'cre  a man  of  good  reckning , as  ha- 
uing  bene  in  lus  youth  a companion  of  duke  Borfo,  and  after  that  an  officer  to  duke  Her- 
f«/ir/,in  a good  place, namely  his whichitakctofignific  as  much  as  great 
Inaftcr,  or  Reward  of  his  houfe,  and  often  employed  as  Ambafladour  from  him  to  the 
Pope,  and  to  the  king  of  France,  and  confequcntly  receiued  of  him  great  preferments, 

■ as  well  m dignities,  as  reuene wes  and  fees , yet  it  feemeth  that  he  liued  cuer  fo  at  the  vt- 
termofl  of  bis  abilitie , that  he  purfed  vp  little  to  the  incrcafe  of  his  Rocke , and  thereby 
left  his  heirc  no  veric  rich  man.  But  to  fpcake  of  the  fonne  of  whom  I chiefly  intend  my  towarelms 
difoourfe,  certaine  it  is  that  from  his  veric  childhood,  he  Ihcwed  great  tokens  of  forward-  ^ 
nes  in  all  Rudie,  but  fpccially  in  Poetrie,  in  fo  much  that  his  father  yet  lyuihg , he  tranf-  ' 
lated  the  tale  of  Tyramm  and  T hUbee  info  verfo , making  in  a manner  a Comedie  of  it, 
and  fo  caufed  his  brothers  and  fiRers  to  play  it.  Howbeit  his  father  being  vtterly  vn- 
Icarned,  and  rather  regarding  what  Rudie  would  be  moR  profitable  to  be  followed  by 
his  fonne,  then  what  his  nature  and  inclination  didbcR  feme  him  to,  compelled  him  to 
Rudie  the  ciuill  law,  in  which  hauing plodded  fomc  yearcs  verie  dilplealantly,  and  with 
no  great  proofe,at  laR  he  left  it  vtterly,andfellto  more  fweete  Rudies;  for  the  barbarouf- 
nelTc  ofthe  phrafe  agreed  not  with  the  Riarpnes  of  his  conceit,  in  fo  much  that  he  writeth 
of  himfelfe  (though  rather  perhaps  of  his  modcRic,  then  that  it  was  fo) 


Pajfar  vent’ ami  mi  trouana,  e vopo 
Hauer  di  Pedagogo,  ch’afattca 
Intefo  hauret  cjuel  che  tradujfe  EJopo. 

That  is  to  fay,  that  being  paR  twentic  ycarc  old, he  had  need  of  a fchoolemaRcr  to  conRcr 
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fables;  though  I fee  not  how  that  could  be,  confidcring  that  being  vcric  young, 
they  fay  he  made  and  openly  pronounced  an  Oration  in  Latine,that  gaue  cuen  then  great 
hopeof  him:  the  beft  likelihood  is,  that  when  his  father  fet  him  to  the  Law,  which  he 
hadnoraindcvnto , that  then  he  loft  hisLatineagainc,  which  is  foone  done,  and  fb 
was  glad  to  fall  to  it  freftily,  after  he  came  to  mans  eftate , which  he  did  verie  lludiouC- 
ly,  reading  manie  bookes , and  efpccially  Horace , whom  he  ftudied  fo  thorowly , that 
he  was  able  to  expound  diuers  hard  and  obfeure  places  in  his  Odes,  which  were  then  not 
vndcrftood,  anditisobferued,  that  when  Leo  the  tenth  was  Pope , both  bis  holinefle 
and  diuers  great  Prelates  in  Rome  fauoured  him  greatly , cuen  in  that  refpeft.  Thus  as 
I faid,  his  naturall  inclination  carrying  him  chiefly  to  Poetrie , he  gaue  himfclfe  to  readc 
thofe  Poets  that  were  of  beft  account , both  in  Latinc  and  Italian , as  his  workc  well 
llicwcs,  in  his  oft  and  excellent  imitations  of  them,  and  his  gift  was  fuch , that  though 
hisyoungeft  brother  Gabriel  wrate  rcafbnablc  well , andbymeanes  of  a lamcnefleha 
had,  gaue  himfelfc  wholly  to  ftudie,  yet  became  fo  fane  flioit  of  him,  that  there 
was  no  comparifbn:fothatas  one  faid  of  7'«//y,  Satie  efl non modo  invnafamtlta ^fedia 
vna  cinitate  ejfe  vnum  %bet:orern  \ it  is  enough  to  haue  one  good  Orator  not  onely  in  a fa- 
mily,but  euen  in  a whole  citie : So  one  may  fay  of  Anofto^  it  is  enough  that  all  Italic  had 
one  fb  excellent  a Poet.  Yet  he  was  often  wont  to  lament  as  before  him  Petrarke^zn^  be- 
fore them  both  Omd  is  noted  to  haue  done,  that  his  father  ftill  drauc  him  from  Poetrie, as 
tliat  verfe  witnefleth. 

Aht  lajfoy  ejuando  hebbial  Pegajeo  ntelo 
‘ Let  a dijpofiay  e che  le frefche  guancict 

JVofj Jividean  anchorfiortrydvn  ^elo 
Jldio padre  mi  caccio  con  Jptedt  e lancie  ; 

Hon  che  con  Jproniy  a volger  tefii  e chiofi. 

E m’occupo  ctn^  anni  in  quelle  ciancie. 

Buttoprocced,whcnhehadprctily  entered  himfclfe  in  Poetrie,  and  was  of  the  age  of 
foure  andtwentie , his  father  departed  his  life,  and  as  I in  part  noted  before,  left  him 
no  rich  man,  whether  that  the  inheritance  was  deuided  among  all  the  brothers,  as  m 
fome  places  of  England  and  Wales , the  cuflome  of  Gaucll  kinde  alloweth , or  that 
his  lining  flood  moft  vpon  offices  and  fees  that  dyed  with  him:  but  thus  they  write, 
that  he  was  then  greatly  perplexed  with  the  charge  of  fo  great  a familie,  and  with 
beftowing  his  fiflers , and  prouiding  for  his  brothers,  that  he  was  cuen  redic  to  haue 
giuen  ouer  all  hisdiudie,  had  not  the  emulation  that  he  had  with  a Gentleman  of 
his  owne  name  and  kin,  called  Tandolfo  Ariojloy  ftill  renewed  in  him  his  former 
dilpofition : but  in  procefTe  of  time  this  Tandolfo  dyed , with  which  his  friend  and 
conn  was  greatly  difeouraged , and  for  a time  againe  difeontinued , but  yet  fo  as  the 
world  before  that  time  had  fbme  conceit  of  his  fharpenefle  of  wit,  and  of  his  gift 
in  well  writing:  In  theend  being  toward  thirtie  yeareold,  he  was  for  his  good  parts 
Ctn'iceof  fbe  feruice  of  Don  Hippolko  Cardinall  of  Eflc  , a great  fauourer 

CardityiR  ^ of  learning  and  good  wits , and  one  that  kept  continually  in  his  court  great  ftore 
W^poUti.  of  excellent  learned  men,  among  whoine  c^rioslo  w'as  receiued  in  verie  honoura- 
ble fort:  and  yet  to  this  time  he  had  not  written  any  workeof  fame  , but  fbme  few 
Sonnets  : forbearing  belike  to  write  till  he  were  well  fluffed  with  matter ; as  wife 
builders  begin  not  their  buildings  til  they  haue  brought  their  Lime  and  Stone, 5c  timber 
in  place,  left  onefhould  flay  for  the  other.  At  his  verie  entrance  into  this  Cardinals  fer- 
uice,hc  detcrmined,as  it  fhould  feeme,to  make  fome  Poem, finding  hisftrength  to  feme 
him  to  It, 5c  though  he  could  haue  accomplifhed  it  very  wcl  in  Latme,yet  he  chofe  rather 
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Ms  natiuc  tongue , cither  bccaufe  he  thought  he  could  not  attaine  to  the  highcft  place  of  herx^ratt 
praife,  the  fame  being  before  occupied  by  diuerfc , and  fpccially  VtrgtU and  Onid , or  be-  not  m Latw, 
caufc  he  found  it  bcfl:  agreed  with  his  matter  and  with  the  time , or  bccaufe  he  had  a defire 
(as  moft  men  haue)  to  enrich  their  ownc  language  with  fuch  writings,  as  may  malceit  m 
more  account  with  other  nations:  but  the  firll  of  thefc  was  the  true  caufc  indecd,for  when 
Berfjho  would  hauc  diffvvaded  him  from  writing  Italian,  alledging  that  he  jfhould  winne 
more  praife  by  writing  Latine : his  anfw-ere  was , that  he  had  rather  be  one  of  the  princi- 
pal &chicfe  Thufean  writers, then  fcarce  thefecond  or  third  among  thcLatincs : adding, 
that  he  found  his  humor  (his  Genius  he  called  it)bcfl;  inclining  to  it.Whcrfore  going  for- 
ward with  thatrcfolution  ofal  the  Poems, that  were  the  in  that  kind  in  inanerof  hillory 
(they  were  called  Romanzi,which  in  French  fignificth  briefe  notes  of  occurrets)  he  chofc 
Boyurdo  vpon  whofe  w'orke  he  would  ground , both  bccaufe  the  faid  Bojardos  w'orkc  was  So  did rirgil 
ffefli  in  eucrie  mans  minde,  as  alfo  bccaufe  he  w'ould  fhun  the  bringing  in  of  new  names,  h Homer  for 
and  of  new  matter , which  he  thought  would  be  nothing  fopleafantvnto  his  countric 
men,  as  that  of  which  they  had  fome  tafl:  alredie,  and  yet  withall  a defire  to  know  fur- 
ther of  being  by  leftvnpcrfeft.  Thus  fas  I faid)  he  began  this  workc  of  his  cn- 

tituled  Orlando  Furiofo^  being  about  the  age  of  thirtie  ycarcs,  and  being  entred  into  the 
feruiceofCardinall  Htppolito , howbeithe  did  not  fo  wholly  giuehimfelfc  either  to  rea- 
ding,for  the  enriching  of  his  owne  wit,  or  to  writing,  for  thcpleafiireSc  profiteofothers, 
that  he  withdrew  himfelfe  from  fuch  honorable  feruicesas  he  was  called  to.  For  when  HifimpUynitu 
Pope  Iftlio  the  fccond  had  intended  to  make  war  vpon  the  duke  of  Ferrara  (whofe  bro- 
ther  Cardinall was)  mafter ayirtofo  was  chofcnasamolffitmanto 
go  of  Ambaffage  to  him,  to  pacific  his  wrathj  the  which  bufincs  he  managed  fo  well, that 
he  wan  great  reputation  of  wifcdome  and  difcretion  at  his  returning:  Howbcit.it  was  not 
long  after  his  rcturne , but  that  the  forenamed  Pope , being  indeed  a man  of  an  viiquiet 
fpirit,  and  giuen  all  to  the  warresdeuied  a great  powrc  againft  the  dukcjand  lliippcd  ma- 
ny of  his  fouldicrs , to  fend  them  ouerPoc  the  great  riuer  that  runnes  by  Ferrara  , thefe 
were  met  by  the  forces  of  the  duke  vpon  the  water,and  in  that  feruice  Artofio  himfelfe  de- 
meaned himfelfe  vcricvaliently,  and  tooke  one  ofthebeftfhippes and  bell:  florcd  with  nkferukely 
viftuall  and  munition, in  all  thefiecte.But  thefe  armies  being  diuolued,  the  duke  thought  fea. 
good  once  againe  to  fend  to  pacific  that  fame  oucr  terrible  Prelat ; and  eucrie  man  fhun- 
ning  the  office,  knowing  the  furious  nature  of /»//«.•  againe  forthe  feruice  and 

faftie  of  his  countrie.aduentured  to  go, indeed  an  exceeding  aduenturc , for  neither  were  HUfecendam^ 
the  wayes  fafe  in  time  of  warres  to  go  fo  weakly  garded ; neither  was  that  Popes  difplea- 
fure  fupportable  wliere  he  placed  the  fame ; yet  through  both  thefe  daungers  he  waded, 
and  prefented  himfelf  to  the  Pope  •,  but  finding  by  fome  prime  intelligence, that  the  place 
was  too  hot  for  him , he  gat  home  againe  with  great  perill  to  hauc  mard  all  his  fine  in- 
uention,with  the  Ioffe  of  that  head  from  whence  it  came.  For  this  feruice  notwithflan-  HUdamgerto 
ding  he  was  greatly  both  praifed  and  fauoured.  Now  when  things  after  by  the  good  fuc-  f"* 

celle  of  the  duke, grew  to  more  quiet, then  he  alfo  betookc  him  to  his  quiet  fludies,6c  con-  ' 
fequently  did  proceed  in  liis  excellent  Poem : But  fodainly , when  he  had  made  fo  much 
thereof,  as  gauc  great  hope  to  all  men,  that  it  would  proue  an  excellent  peecc  of  workc,he 
happened  to  fall  into  the  Cardinals  difplcafure,  by  meancs  that  he  refufed  to  go  with  him 
into  Hungarie,  which  though  the  faid  Cardinall  tooke  vcric  difpleafantly  • yet  knowing 
the  valew  of  the  man,  and  his  worth,  he  would  not  difgracc  him  openly,  though  he  wan- 
ted no  cnimies  to  feed  and  further  that  ill  conceit  in  him-,  which  mafter  Lodorpike^tn- 
ding , was  fo  greatly  difcouragcd,  that  he  intermitted  his  writing  manyycares:  and  to 
mend  the  matter,  one  taking  occafion  of  this  ccclipfe  of  the  Cardinals  faucur,  put  him  in 
fuite  for  a pcecc  of  land  of  his  auncient  inheritance , which  was  not  onely  a great  vexa- 
tion to  his  minde , but  a charge  to  his  purfc , and  trauell  to  his  bodie ; for  vndoubtedly, 
the  clattering  of  armour , the  noife  of  great  Ordcnance,  the  found  of  trumpet  and  drum, 

Nn  ij 


Hiifauourf^ 
credit  with 
Alfonfo, 


HUCorntdiu 
he  made. 


His  felicitiein 
traiiflatingout 
of  Spanifj  and 
other  toongs. 

His  tenf  trace 
indict. 


His  marriage 
deabtfull. 


H it fonncs  ba- 
ftards. 


41^  7”  life  ofAriofto, 

the  neying  of  horfes  do  not  fo  much  trouble  the  fweetc  Mufcs , as  doth  the  brabling  of 
Lawyers,  the  paltering of  Attorneys,  and  the  cmill  warre  or  rather  moft  vnciuill  difa- 
greeing  of  forfworne  lurors.  Thus  was  good  maflcr  Lodo-wtke  interrupted  of  his  courfe 
ofwritingfourtecne  whole  yearcs , eucn  to  the  death  of  the  Cardinally  after  which  time 
he  had, or  rather  he  tookc  to  himfelfe  more  libcrtie  and  leifurc  to  follow  his  ownc  humor 
and  priuate  ifudic,  and  in  proccfle  of  time  finilhcd  to  great  perfection  that,  which  he  had 
begun  with  great  expectation.  Yet  did  the  duke  allure  him  by  al  meanes  he  could 

to  his  court,  vfing  him  like  a companion  rather  then  like  a fcruant,Ck  offering  him  great 
offices  and  preferments  if  he  could  hauemadc  him  ferue  him  in  ordinarie ; but  helcuing 
his  libertie  more  then  anie  preferment , refiifed  both  his  and  other  great  offers  of 
great  Princes  and  Cardinals , as  alfb  of  Pope  the  tenth,  a great  fauourer  of  learning 
andgood  witSjofall  whomaotwithftandinghe  receiued  many  graces,  andlbme  good 
giftesy  but  for  countries  fake,  and  of  his  gratefull  nature  he  was  euer  relying  of  the 
duke  of  Ferrara  y and  finding  that  the  duke  did  delight  in  his  writings,  and  fpcci- 
ally  in  fine  Comedies,  he  made  fiuc : Ln  (fajferm  , 1 jupjiofitt,  la,  Lena  , tl  Nigronumte^ 
la  SchoLtfiica : but  of  this  lafi:  he  made  but  three  aCfcs,  and  it  was  finiffied  by  his  bro- 
ther Gabrtel.  Thefc  Comedies  the  duke  did  fb  highly  efteeme , that  he  built  a vcric 
fumptuous  ftage  in  a faire  large  hall  at  Ferrara , of  purpofc  for  a place  to  haue  thcra 
plaide  andreprefented  in  his  court:  and  he  vfed  other  great  tokens  of  fauourtohim, 
but  fpecially  (which  is  indeed  the  oncly  true  token  of  fauour  in  a Prince)  he  gauc 
him  great  rewards , enabling  him  thereby  to  build  a conuenient  houfe  in  Ferrara, 
with  a delicate  garden  to  it,  in  which  he  vfed  often  to  fit  and  waike,  and  make  ver- 
fes,  and  writing  diuers  other  both  wittieand  pleafant  difeourfes,  or  tranflationsout 
of  French  or  Spaniffi,  with  fuch  feliaticand  good  grace  in  the  Italian,  that  his  do- 
ings were  in  great  account  with  all  the  Princes  of  Italy,  and  they  fent  him  manie 
giftes  for  copies  of  them : but  office  of  charge  he  was  exceeding  loth  to  take,  faying, 
that  he  would  not  fell  his  libertie  for  the  beft  Hat  in  Rome , meaning  a Cardinals 
Hat;  further  he  would  confefic  ^of  himfelfe  that  he  was  variable  in  his  defires,  and  in 
his  difpofition,and  therefore  would  be  tide  to  nothing : Forhis  dyct  he  was  verietem- 
peratc,  and  a great  enimic  of  cxceficand  furfcting,  and  fo  carclefreofdclicatcs,as  though 
he  had  had  no  pcrfeucrancc  in  the  taft  of  mcates,  in  fo  much  as  one  day  a friend  of  his 
in  fportjCaufed  a Muskite  to  be  fet  before  him  in  fteed  of  a Partrich,  but  by  miftaking  of 
the  feruingman  that  fet  it  on  the  boord , another  Gentleman  happend  to  tail  it,  and  fo 
the  ieft  was  difcouered,  and  he  writeth  of  himfelfe  in  one  place, 

lo  non  ho  troppo  gfiflode  vinandcy 

Che  Scalco Jia,  fm  degno  ejfer  almondo 

^Mndo  viv.eangli  huomint  dtgtande. 

That  is  to  fay,  that  his  taft  was  not  delicate,  and  that  he  was  fit  to  haue  lined  in  the  world 
when  they  fed  on  Akorns : howbeit,for  women  I cannot  fo  much  praife  his  tempe- 
rance, for  he  is  noted  to  haue  had  dilhoneft  companie  with  one  <iy^lexandra , though 
fomc  fay  lie  was  married  to  her  priuily , and  durft  not  be  acknownc  of  it  for  fearc 
to  leefe  fomcfpirituall  linings  that  he  had,  which  were  not  lawfull  to  be  held  by  a mar- 
ried man , but  how  foeuer  it  was , his  two  fonnes  were  counted  but  bafe  borne,  though 
both  of  them  profpierd  reafbnablc  well  in  the  world , their  names  werzt  irgimo  and  Gian 
BattiHa.  Vtrgtmo  became  a fpirituall  man,  and  his  father  furrenderd  fome  of  his  liuings 
vnto  him , the  other  became  captainc  of  a band  of  the  dukes,  and  a man  of  good 
account  with  the  duke.  Alfo  there  was  a Ladle  called  a fai  re  and  mode  ft  La- 

die,  whom  he  made  great  profeffion  of loue  vnto,  but  whether  he  enioyed  her  or  no, 
it  is  not  knowne , and  therefore  we  may  imagine  the  beft : he  fell  m loue  with  one  (whe- 
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thcr  that  were  this  Genevora  or  no,  I know  not,)  in  Florence  in  the  houfeoFrf^;/f«,  a 
kinfworaan  of  his,  finding  her  one  daydrclfingof  acotelikc  an  armour  for  one  oflicr 
fbnnes,again{l:  he  fhould  go  into  tlic  great  fiicw  that  they  hauc  tliere  on  raidfummer  ccue 
(as  they  were  wont  to  haue  herein  London,)  where  vpon  he  made  that  comparifon  m 
the  J4.  ftanfe  of  the  xxiii; . booke  of  Or  Undo  Fnriofo , of  the  wound  that  the  noble  Zer- 
Prince  of  Scotland,  had  rcceiued  of  Mandricardo, 


T he  Prince  fo  eager  rooi  he  felt  no  Jntart^ 
y et  ran  the  bloud  ont  of  his  brefi  amamey 
And  of  his  armor  ail  the  former  party 
TVith  crimfen  jireame  of  bloud  tt  diddifiaine: 

So  haue  I feene  her  hand,  that  to  mine  hart 
Hath  bene  a caufe  of  angutfh great  and  painey 
JVhen  jhe  a purple  feame  or  jlowre  hath  drawney 
In filuer  kertle,or  in flteue  of  lavtne. 

♦ 

Allb  his  pretic  fantafiicall  beginning  of  the  fiuc  and  thirtie  Canto  in  the  firft  and  (econd 
ftaiFe,  with  the  firft  and  fecond  & third  of  the  fixteenth  Canto, do  proue  that  he  was  fub- 
ieft  to  thatpaflion  ofloue,  but  withall , that  his  louc  was  placed  vpon  women  of  good 
worth  and  of  great  modeflie;  n6w  though  I dare  notexcufchiminthisfogreatafoult, 
yet  partly  in  refpeft  he  was  vamarried, partly  becaufe  thefe  white  dmels  hauc  Inch  a tem- 
ting  power  vpon  earth,  me  thinkes  I (hould  eafily  obtaine  a pardon  for  him,  of  all 
you  that  read  this  Ihort  difcourfeof  his  life . But  omitting  this  one  peccaduto , m all  his  ^nAjer petes 
other  proceedings  he  was  veric  modefl:,and  iufl:,and  affable  and  veric  grauc  and  difcrect,  of  ferule  in 
as  he  well  approued,  when  after  the  death  of  Leo  the  tenth,  he  was  ( though  halfe  againft 
hiswilU  employed  by  the  duke,  as  a Lieutenant  or  high  fhreeue , in  the  countrie  called 
Graffignana,  being  then  full  of  factions  and  diuifions,  which  he  fo  orderly  gouerncd,and 
fo  well  quieted,  that  heleftthemall  in  good  peace  and  concord,  leaning  among  them 
a verie  good  report  of  his  wifedome  and  equitic , and  winning  not  ontly  the  louc 
of  the  better  fort,  but  alfo  a wonderfull  reucrence  of  tlie  wilder  fort  of  people,  and  a 
great  awe  cuen  in  robbers  and  thecues  : as  appeared  one  day  by  a chance  that  happe- 
ned to  him  in  the  time  of  that  forenamed  office.  For  as  he  rode  one  day  with  fine  or  fixe 
horfes,  in  one  of  the  mofl  licentious  and  difordcrly  parts  of  the  countrie,  he  was  to  palle 
nccre  Rhodea  by  a companie  of  armed  men  that  lay  difperfcd  in  the  fiiade,  and  by 
meancs  of  the  diffenfion  and  falling  out  of  two  men  of  fomc  reckning  in  that  countrey, 
called  Tfomemco  Morotto, and  Thtltppo ‘TacchioneyZhexc  were  dayly  diuers  rjots  and  out-  ^ 
rages  committed  thereabout  vpon  the  paffengersby  fuch  kinde  of  men,  fo  as  he  rode 
by  them  not  without  fomc  doubt  to  haue  bene  alTaultcd:  but  being  pafl  them  about 
aftones  caft,  the  chicfe  of  the  companie  demaunded  of  his  man  that  rode  hmder- 
moft,  what  his  mafters  name  was,  he  told  him  Maflcr  Lodowtke  liyirioflo y where- 
vpon  fliaight  the  partic  armed  as  he  was  ran  after  him ; Arioflo  ftayed  his  horfc  fee- 
ing him  come  after  him , doubting  in  his  mindc  to  what  purpofc  he  came  , but 
when  he  came  nearer  , he  craued  pardon  of  him , that  he  had  not  done  his  due- 
tic  vntohimin  his  going  by,  fliewing  him  how  he  was  Phthppo  Pacchione,  defiring 
his  acquaintance,  and  offering  to  be  at  his  commaunderaent  with  all  humilitic  and 
courtclie. 

Not  long  after  this,hauing  occafio  about  fome  matter  of  his  office, to  haue  fomc  coferece 
with  one  of  the  principal  Gentlemen  ofLucca,&  appointing  thefame  gentleman  to  meet 
himat  a townecalledSan  Pellegrino:  Athis  comming  thither, he  found  not  only  thefaid 
gentlcma  there  redy  to  attend  him, but  alfo  diuers  others, with  Ladies  & gentlewomc  that  ’ 
came  of  purpofc  to  fee  him,  drawnc  by  the  fame  of  his  learning  & wit,  where  they  fcallcd 
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him  and  intcrtaincd  him  vcric  noblic,  cueric  one  ftriuing  who  could  do  him  raoft  cour tc- 
lie.  Immediatly  after  this  commiflion  of  his  was  expired,  he  was  carncftly  dcltwith 
to  hauc  bene  Ambaifador  to  Pope  Clement , but  he  would  by  no  meanes  accept  it.  Ac 
hiscomming  home  giuinghimfclfeftill  to  writing  , the  duke  entreated  him  to  tranflatc 
the  Menecmi  of  into  Italian,  which  he  did  with  (b  fit  phrafes  of  fpcech,  andfoa- 

greeable  to  the  Italian  tongue,  that  it  was  not  counted  among  the  leaft  of  his  praifes,  and 
as  for  all  the  other  Comedies  of  his  making,  they  wereoffuch  effimation,  that  they  w'cre 
often  reprefented  vpon  the  ftage , and  for  the  moft  part  by  Gentlemen , in  fo  much  that 
Don  Francefio  of  Eftc,  that  was  after  Marques  of  Mafia,  the  firft  time  that  the  Lena  was 
plaid, to  grace  it  the  more,  rehearfed  the  Prologue  thereofhimfelfe  in  publike. 

One  of  his  Comedies  called  CafTeria,  he  began  in  the  life  time  of  his  father  (though  he 
intermitted  it  many  yeares  after)  and  one  pretie  accident  they  haue  noted  about  it,  which 
fhewes  his  notable  gift  that  he  had  to  apply  to  imitation  in  his  Poetrie,al  that  might  with 
good  iudgement  be  vfed  in  it.  It  fortuned  his  father  one  day  grew  into  feme  choler  with 
him, and  rebuked  him  very  fharply,and  with  a long  fpcech  & many  words, for  fome  mat- 
ter that  he  laid  to  his  charge, imputing  to  him  verie  great  blame  for  it,and  al  the  while  he 
made  him  no  anfwere,  but  gaue  him  full  fcope  and  libertie  to  take  his  pleafure  with  him: 
foone  i^r  his  brother  Gabriel, vthtn  his  fatherhad  turned  his  back, began  to  rerLon  with 
him  vponthefame  fubieft,  and  to  lay  to  his  charge  the  fame  arguments ; but  he  eafily  re- 
futed him,  and  with  verie  good  and  found  reafons  iuftiftcd  his  doing.  Why  then?  (quoth 
his  brother)  what  ment  you , you  did  not  fatiffic  my  father  at  the  firft,  as  you  might  eafily 
haue  done  with  fb  rcafonablc  an  anfwere  ? In  troth(faid  Lodotvike  Ariojle)to  tell  you  true, 
I was  thinkingof£roj5/i7j  part  in  my  Comediel  haue  begun  offdjferia,  and  me  thought 
my  fathers  fpcech  to  me , was  fb  fit  to  be  affigned  to  that  part  of  an  old  man  chiding  his 
fbnne ; that  I forgat  while  I was  thinking  to  make  fuch  a part  in  fjDort,  that  I hard  fuch  a 
part  plaid  in  carneft.  Li  making  his he  would  rife  fbmeti  me  atone  or  two  of 
the  clockc  in  the  morning  when  he  lay  at  his  friends  houfes,  as  well  as  when  he  was  at 
home,  and  then  he  would  caufc  an  old  feruant  of  his  one  John  de  Pefiia  to  bring  him 
pen  and  inke,  and  fo  would  write  manie  verfes  when  he  found  himfclfe  well  difpofcd 
to  It , and  then  he  had  a great  pleafure  to  read  them  to  his  friends,  both  Gentlemen  and 
faire  Ladies,  among  whom  by  thcplcafantnes  of  his  wit  and  his  good  grace , he  was  euer 
well  accepted.  The  duke  of  Ferrara  tooke  him  for  fb  good  a companion , that  when  he 
rode  any  iomey,  he  would  defire  to  haue  him  with  him , and  at  idle  times  he  tooke  great 
pleafure  to  hauc  him  read  to  him,  as  well  other  bookes  as  his  own,  he  had  fo  good  a grace 
in  reading,  and  fo  fwcetea  pronunciation,  and  yet  not  delighting  tohearehimfelfe(a 
fault  that  many  other  haue  bene  noted  of)  but  alwayes  giuing  afpirite  to  that  which  he 
read  , whether  it  were  his  owne  writing  or  other  mens : and  as  he  himfelfc  could  pro- 
nounce verie  well , fo  was  it  a great  penance  to  him  to  heare  other  pronounce  ill , that 
which  himfelfe  had  written  excellent  well.  In  fo  much  as  they  tell  of  him,  how  com- 
ming  one  day  by  a potters  fhoppe  that  had  manie  erthen  vclTels  redic  made  to  fell  on  his 
ftall,  the  Potter  fortuned  at  that  time  to  fing  fome  ftaffe  or  other  out  of  Orlando  Furiofo, 
I thinke  that, where %emldo  requefteth  his  horfe  to  tarrie  for  him, in  the  firft  bookc,  the 
32.  ftaffe. 

Ferma  Baiarde  mte : 'Dehferma  tl piede 

CheC ejfer  fenxji  te  troppo  mi  nuoce. 

Or  fbmc  fuch  grauc  matter  fit  for  a potter,  but  he  plotted  the  verfes  out  fb  ilfauourcdly 
fas  might  well  befeeme  his  durtie  occupation)that  Artejlo  being, or  at  leaft  making  fem- 
blancc  to  be  in  a great  rage  withall , with  a little  walking  fticke  he  had  in  his  hand 
brake  diuers  of  the  pots  j the  poore  potter  put  quite  befide  his  fong , and  almoft 

befidc 


ThehfeofiAriefio,  ^21 

bcfidchimfcifc,  to  fee  his  market  halfc  mard  before  it  was  a quarter  done,  in  a pitifiili 
ibwre  manner , betweene  rayling  and  whyning , asked  what  he  raent  to  wrong  a poore 
man  that  had  neuer  donehim  iniUric  inallhislifei  yes  (Varlet)  quoth  tAnofio^  I am  yet 
fcarce  eucn  with  thee,  for  the  wrong  thou  haft  done  me  here  afore  my  face-,  for  I haue  bro- 
ken but  halfe  a dozen  baft  pots  of  thine, that  are  not  worth  fo  many  halfe  pence*,  but  thou 
haft  broken  and  mangled  a fine  ftanza  of mync  worth  a markc  of  gold. 

He  built(as  1 partly  touched  before)a  pretie  conuenient  houft , and  being  demaunded 
why  he  did  not  build  it  in  more  ftately  raaner,confidcring  whatfomptuous  Pallaccs,what 
ftalcly  Porches, what  goodly  foutaines  he  deftribed  in  his  Fttrtofoiht  anfwercd  that  words 
were  cheaper  layd  together  then  ftones.V  pon  the  front  of  his  doorc  he  vvrate  a V erft,that 
few  of  the  builders  of  this  later  age  can  truely  write , or  at  leaft  if  they  could , I would  lay 
their  houfes  were  ftrongly  built  indeed, for  more  then  the  third  heyre. 

T'armt^fed  apt  a mthi,  fed  nulh  ol>mxia,fedfio» 

Sordtda,partameo  fed  tamen^re  damns.  ] 

That  is  to  fty, 

T his  houfe  ts finally  hut  fit  for  mefut  hurt  full  vnto  none. 

But  jet  not fluttiJh(asjou  fee)  jet  pajdfor  with  mjne  ovene.  * 

One  fault  in  his  building  was,he  would  often  fet  vp  and  pull  downe  many  parts  there- 
of,and  he  would  fay  of  hiraftlfe,  that  he  vfed  his  houfe  as  he  did  his  V erfes,  mend  them  fd 
much, that  he  mard  them  quite . For  indeed,  as  a tree  planted  in  an  orchard , if  it  be  once 
or  twifevvell  pickt  artd  pruned , it  doth  further  the  growing  of  it, but  if  a man  be  eucr  fid- 
ling  about  It , it  will  leefe  the  naturall  bcautie  and  hardly  keepe  life  fo  is  it  with  one  of  his 
ftanzes  or  ftaues,  as  we  call  them , at  the  firft  concciuing  of  it,  one  may  mend  that  which 
he  ftiall  fodainly  fet  downe , but  if  one  will  ftill  be  turningand  wrertingof  it,  he  may 
make  it  Iceft  the  grace  it  had  at  the  firft  . But  what  fault  focuer  hiraftlfe  did  findc 
with  hisowrae  Verfes,  certainc  it  is  that  to  all  the  great  Princes  of  Italic  they  were 
moft  acceptable , as  witnefftth  the  diuers  great  and  honorable  giftes  they  gaue  him , as 
namely  a penfiori  of  tvvcntic  pound  by  the  ycare  in  Millan  with  an  office  to  it , geuen  him 
by  Hippo  lyt  o futes  graunted  him  by  the  Duke  of  with  great  rew^ardcs 

from  Pope  the  tenth , from  QurdiindW  Fame fe  yhom  Cardinall  BjhienayZndi 

from  Marques  Vafio , and  diuers  other  meaner  ftates  thatfor  brcuitics  fake  are  omitted. 
And  becauft  now  I would  alfo  draw  to  an  end,  I will  a little  runne  ouer  that  that  hath 
been  faid  with  fbmewhat  that  hath  been  forgotten,  and  fo  conclude , beginning  from  hiS 
byrth.  He  was  borne  the  ycare  1474.  in  the  CaftlcofRheggio,his  ftthef  being  then 
goucrnouroftheGaftlc,itftandcsinLombardic;hc  was  tall  ofperfbn,of  complexion 
Jiiclancholic , geuen  muchtoftudic  and  mufing,  and  would  therewith  fometime  forget 
himftlfe ; he  w'as  of  coulour  like  an  oliuc  fomewhat  tawnic  in  his  face , but  fayre  skinned 
otherwift , hishairc  was  blacke  buthequicklic  grew  bald , his  forehead  was  large,  his 
eyebrowes  thin, his  eye  a little  hollow  but  very  full  of  life , and  very  blacke , his  noft  waS 
large  and  hooked  ( as  they  fay  the  kings  of  Perfia  were ) his  teeth  parting  eucn  and  white, 
his  cheekes  but  Icanc,  his  beard  very  thin,  his  neck  wcl  proportioncd,his  fhouldcrs  fquarc 
and  well  made,  but  fomewhat  ftooping , as  almoft  all  that  lookc  much  on  bookes  in  their 
youth  are  inclined  to  be, his  hand  fbmewhat  dry, and  a little  bowc  legged.  His  counterfait 
was  taken  hy  Tyttano  that  excellent  drawer  fo  w.el  to  the  life,that  a man  wohld  thin  ke  yet 
it  wercaliue;  he  was  honoured  with  the  Lawrcll , by  the  handcs  of  the  renowned  Em- 
toerour  Charles  ,intheycarc  1532.  which  was  a ycare  before  he  dyed  . Now  for 
his  difpofition  as  we  haue  partly  touched  before ; he  was  of  nature  affable , not  proud, 
taking  IcfTc  vpon  him  then  others  did  yccld  vnto  him , yet  putting  vp  hq"  Ifnowne  iniu- 
ric  not  of  his  oettersj  fomewhat  amorous  in  his  youth,  very  ftcrct,paffin^jRtidious,by  na[- 
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turc , fearefiill  vpon  the  water , and  therefore  when  he  went'  out  of  a fhip  at  any  time  he 
would  ice  others  goc  before  him  vfing  that  faying , De puppe  Mouijpmus  ext . Though  for 
myne  ownc  part  I fee  no  great  reafon  for  it . Further  he  was  not  very  venturous  on  horfo- 
backe,  for  they  fay  hce  would  light  at  eucric  place  of  daungcr  though  others  rode  oucr 
it . He  loued  not  to  go  much  abroad  out  of  his  ownc  country , in  fo  much  as  he  writs  m 
oncoihnSatjrs, 

Che  VHol  Andare  a temoy  n torno  vada 
Vegga  Ingleterra  Vngheria  Francta  e SpagnA 
A me  place  habit ar  la  mia  contrada 
Vifia  ho  T hofana,  Lombardia  T^omagrta 
Qj^l  monte  chedikideyC  epuel  che  ferrtt 
Italia,  e vn  mare  e C altro  ehe  la  bagna 
Q^flo  mibafla,  il  reflo  della  terra 
Senza  mat  pagar  Fhofie,  andro  cercando 
I C°**  F' olomeoyfia  tl  mondo  inpace  o ingttetr,i^ 

To  this  effeft  in  Englifh. 

IF  ho  Itfi  to  ride  about,  about  may  ryde 
See  EnglandyVngherte  and  Fraunce  and  Spaine^ 

1 loue  m myne  ewne  country  ftill to  abide 
In  vewing  which, I fure  haue  tane Jome  payne. 

7'  hofean,  %omagna  Lombardie,  befide 
T he  htls  that  Italie  do fe,  anddtutde, 

Sujjifeth  me,  the  reft  of  all  the  mayne 
PVtth  T 0 Homey  to  ft  arch  and  etdry  coft 
In  peace  or  war , and  neuer pay  myne  hojl. 

' For  his  workes  I haue  touched  them  before ; as  for  the  Hue  Cantos  that  follow  Furiofo\ 
I am  partly  of  opinion  they  were  not  his,both  bccaufc  me  thinkc  they  differ  in  fwectncfic 
offtilc  from  the  other, and  befide  it  is  not  likely,  that  a man  of  his  iudgement  hauing 
made  fo  abfolute  a pcece  of  worke,as  his  is,  and  hauing  brought  cuery  matter  to 

a good  and  well  pleafingconclufion , would,  as  it  were, mar  all  agaync,  and  fet  them 
all  by  the  cares  and  bring  ‘F^gero  into  the  Whales  bellie , and  Aftolfo  w ith  him  for  corn- 
panic  , that  a little  before  were  Conquerours  of  the  world,&  vnmatchablc  for  courage  & 
lcarnyng-,but  toproccede  to  his  end;  helmed  till  he  was  yp.yeares  old,&  toward  his  latter 
end  he  grew  fickly,  & by  much  Phifickc  marred  his  ftomakc,  his  ficknes  grew  firfl:  as  they 
write  by  meanes  of  ill  digcfiio,  he  being.'a  grolTe  feeder,  and  not  chewing  his  meat  wcIl,ro 
that  in  the  end  it  weakned  him  very  much.That  very  night  that  he  fickned  and  tooke  his 
bed,  there  happened  a great  mifchaunce  that  was, in  the  opinio  of  mod  me,  a prefage  ofhis 
death.  The  goodly  Hall  that  Alfonfo  had  beautified , with  the  mofl:  fumptuous  ftage  that 
had  been  feen  in  F<rrr<<rrf,(purpofely  for  Comedies)  was  fiered  by  mifchaunce, 

and  confumed  a great  part  of  the  Dukes  Pallacc  befide : Now  if  fire , as  one  Arttmedorus 
writethjbetokeneth  fame  and  greatncs,then,  this  \mfortunat  fire,  fortuning  at  fuch  a time 
as  it  did,may  yet  feruc  as  a mcanc  to  cnoblc  the  more  this  famous  mans  death ; and  as  Co- 
mets arc  faid  to  forefhow  the  death  of  Princes, fo  this  terrible  fire  lalfingfo  many  dayes  as 
it  did, might  be  thought  toforetcl  his  death, chiefly  fince  it  confumed  thatworkc  that  was 
built  for  his  great  fame  and  honour.  He  tooke  his  fickneffe  not  onely  pacicntly  but  cuen 
chearefully,affirming  that  he  was  willing  to  dye , and  fo  much  the  rather  becaufe  he  hard 
that  the  greateft  diuines  were  of  opinion,  that  after  this  life  we  fhould  know  one  another, 
afiirming(to  his  friends  that  were  by)that  many  ofhis  friends  wcredeparted,who  hehad  a 
verv  great  defire  to  vifite,6c  thateuery  hourefeemed  to  him  a ycarctill  he  might  fee  the.In 
finc,hc  dyed  in  Ferrara  the  viij . of  July.  1 533.  and  though  he  were  worthy  of all  honour, 

yet 
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yet  this  was  all  the  honour  he  had  done  at  that  time„that  the  Monckes  of  S . Benet  buried 
him  in  their  Church(and  contrary  to  their  cuftome,  which  is  neuer  to  go  to  burials)  went 
with  him  to  his  buriall.and  that  there  was  (carcc  aman  that  could  writ , but  did  honour 
him  with  an  Epitaph, his  bones  were  after  taken  vp  by  one  Sygnor  AHgufimo,zr\A.  layd  in  a 
very  fayre  tombe , with  his  ftatue  from  the  girdle  vpward,in  the  fbrenamed  Church  of  S. 
Benet . And  now  to  clofe  vp  this  whole  difcourte  of  his  life, with  the  greateft  prayfe , hee 
wasamoftcharitableandhoneftman,  as  appeared  both  by  his  great  care  he  had  of  his  a- 
ged  raother(whom  alfb  he  fpeakes  of  often  m Ins  Satyrs  and  other  writings)ray  ing  in  one 
place, 

U eta  di caramadre,  mi peretto  te , Depteta  il cuorei 

And  alfb  by  this  example  that  is  recited  of  him , of  an  aged  Prieft  that  hauing  three  or 
foure  fit  benefices,  was  in  great  doubt  to  be  poyfoned  for  grecdineffe  of  them , by  fome 
that  had  the  next  Aduowfons,  and  in  refpeft  of  the  great  honeffie  of  M . Lodomke  Ario~ 
/-!»,hcchofehim  before  all  his  own  kin  or  friends  with  whom  he  would  fbioinc,as  himfclfc 
boftcth,and  indeed  it  w'asa  good  boft. 

C^/4  ne  di  voinedepuigiunti  a lu  't 
T)'  amicttia  fidar  vnqua fi  voile 
Jo  dtfuor  tHtti fcielto  vincofuu 

T o concludjhis  leaming,his  good  behauiour , his  honeftie , made  him  both  be  loued  of 
all  good  men  in  his  life , and  be  wayled  of  all  honeft  men  in  his  death , fo  as  methinke  rea-* 
ding  oucr  his  life,l  could  findein  my  heart  to  wifh(fauing  for  fbme  very 
few  things jStc  mthi  contingatvtHereJicy^  moru 
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of  the  principal!  perfons  treated  in  this  worke,with  the  chiefe 
matters  that  concerne  them. 


Ction.  pag.Sj.  a notable 
hunter  & a cuckold , and 
for  that  caufc  fayned  to 
haue  had  homes  for  the 
later  of  the  two  proper- 
^tiesjand  to  haue  been  de- 
uoured  with  his  own  dogs 
for  the  former, bccaufe  he 
wasbeggered  andconfu- 
med  by  them. 
^glmre.^oT.  daughter  of  Eriflhe^s  king  of  Athens, 
(he  is  faid  to  haue  been  turned  to  a ftonc,&  her  fault 
was  this  j becaufe  Ihc  prefumed  tolookevpon  Erk~ 
t/>9»/<«jihat  was  committed  to  her  cuftodie  by  Valhu 
with  charge  not  to  prefume  to  open  the  basket  he 
was  kept  in. 

^gramant  Emperour  of  the  Turkes , fonne  of  Trrf- 
ianoiolioi  king  of  Affricke,<*/»j4  the  Southern  king.Hc 
came  into  Fraunce  to  auenge  his  fathers  death.pag. 
i.Hebefiegeth  Paris  veryftraightly.6i.  mufters  his 
men.ioj.alfaultcth  Paris.iio.continucthhis  aflault. 

1 1 3 . 1 22. is  repulfed  and  befieged  in  his  tents.i 42.  is 
refeued.  217.  is  troubled  with  the  contention  of  his 
Princes, and  labours  to  compound  thcm.ibid.isdit 
comfited  by  Rf«(iWo.2y4.flieth  to  Arly  .2  j f.heares  of 
the  fiege  0fByfcrta.320.his  Oration  to  Marjilio  ,Sam 
iryno  & the  other  Princes,  ibid,  his  challenge  on  Ro- 
5er0jhead.322.takesanothoftruce.323.  breakes  the 
truce.326.difcomfited  by  land  331.  flyestofea.ibid. 
his  men  mutinous,  ibid . difeomfited  at  fea  by  Dhdon. 

3 3 2.flycs,and  would  kill  himfelfe.3  3 ^.meets  Gradajfo. 
337.fends  a chalcnge  to  Or/Wo,  three  to  three.  337. 
his  flout  anfwere  to  Brandyman.  34J  jights  and  is  dif- 
arn;debyBr4«fy»j4!'f.348.is  flaineby  Orlando.7,  ^2. 

^grycane  kingofTartarie  and  father  to  Mandry- 
tard.^sg.y. 

Mbvaccit  a towne  in  the  Eaft  Indies.pag.7. 

a famous  witch  or  Faerie.  She  vooVzsAdhl- 
/o,and  transformed  him  toamirtle.p.44.entertaines 
R050ro.50.the  deferiptib  of  her  beauty.ibi.the  deferip- 
tion  of  her  deformitie.53.  fhe  purfuesRogeroby  land. 
iS.by  fea.56.fl1e  is  difeomfited  by  L«5r/?/V/4.ibid. 

Mdigcr  baflard  fonne  of  Bono  intertaincth  Romero 
the  xxv.booke  ftaffc.63  .hurt  by  Mandrycard^ft^.z  10. 
uilmmio  a Scot,feruant  to  Zer6/»o/aued  in  the  tcni' 


Jieft  with to  Rochell.97.  findcs Z<r- 
(no.i94.bringsO<fo'jf/(  pri(bner,ibideni.  executes  him 
and  G4^r»»4  booke  24.ftaffe.36. 

^lXird,a  gallant  young  man  king  of  Treroifen  kild 
by  Orlando.y^, 

^malthea  WiS  lupittri  tWixfc.By  Arntdibem  home  is 
fignifiedplentic. 

^mAlonSy  looke  tales.t  53. 

^nuiltns  a nation  of  warlike  women  fo  named  of 
“.and  , which  is  to  fay,withouc  papps,  or  of  « & 

without  bread, bccaufe  they  feed  on  ffcfti  onely. 
t4ngelUa  called  alfo  the  Indian  Queene , daughter 
oiGalafron,  ezmz  fromlndiawith  Or/Wo  & is  taken 
from  him  by  the  Emperour  CW/»j.pag.2.giuen  to  the 
Duke  of  Bauier  to  keep,  & feapeth  out  of  his  tent.ibi. 
meets  with  Kenaldo  and  runnes  fi:om  him.  ibidem.flic 
meets  Sacrapam  and  goes  with  him.pag.5.helpes  him 
totakeBaiardo.pag.6,  meets  againc.  pag.7. 

Icaues  Kentddo  andS4fr/j/»<*»f,and  meets  with  anHer- 
mit.pag.io.flyesfrom  him  and  is  purfued  by  him.pag. 
59.  her  horfe  poffeft  with  a fpirir,  caries  her  into  the 
fea, and  after  to  land  ibid.her  lamentation. ibid.flic  is 
caft  into  a fleepe  by  the  Hermit, but  yet  he  is  not  able 
to  win  her  may  denhead.  pag.  60 . fhe  is  caried  to  the 
lie  of  Ebuda.6 1 . tied  naked  at  the  fliorc.ibid.is  found 
by  Rogers  and  dcliuercd.  79.  vanifliethfrom  him  by 
hclpe  ofthe  ring.3i.hcr  bc3utie.83  .fhe  comes  to  M. 
/jwfjcnchauntcd  Pallacc,and  bythe ringwould  difl 
clofe  her  felfe  onely  to  Sacrapatit.^o.  flic  is  feen  & fol- 
lowed by  Orlando  and  Eetratv.y  i . vaniflieth  from  them 
ibid. takes  away  OrLWojhclnbet.92.flicisfbry  becaufe 
Eerr/tw  gat  it.ibidcm.ftie  findes  Medcre  wounded.  147. 
healeshim,woeshim,wedshim.i48.  genes  herhoft 
the  bracelet  0r/rf«:fi5  had  geucnhcr.ibid.  meets  with 
Orlando  in  his  madnclfe.  23  8.  fcapes  from  him  & goes 
to  the  Indies  &giues  her  whole  flare  to  Medore, 
^nglant  the  place  ofOrlandcs  Earlcdome. 

^nfilm'M  Earle  of  Magan%adoiihzx  of  TinaieUhu- 
ries  his  fonne.T79  cbdccnncsZerhino  wrongfully.  180. 
^nfelmtu  a Doft.of  law,lookc  talcs.p.364,ftafl-e.67. 
^ntheiii^i  giant  of  great  ftregth  and  ftature , fonne 
of  I'if/’t««eand  the  Earth,  looke  in  thehiftorie  of  the 
23.bookc. 

^tpuilanthrothcTtoGrij^no  fonnes  ofMarquesO- 
/j»cr»:thc  elder  fights  with  0n7/o  .117.  gocsto  lerufa- 


TME  TABLE, 


lem.i  I S.mects  with  Martant.x^  9.beatcs  him  jbringcs 
him  SlOrigilie  to  Dam3fco.140.gocs  towards  France. 
I4i.isinatcmpcft.ibidc  .came  to  the  country  of  the 
^malom  .1  i^.lcapeth  thence,  i jy.  taken  prifoncr  by 
goes  with  llM«e/do  torefeue  C/wr/er.ijz. 
h ziBradamants  marriage.40r. 

^rMchne,2n  excellent  woman  in  needle  worke, and 
wcauing,and  is  fayned  to  haue  compared  with  Valin* 
in  that  kinde,and  thcrforc  to  be  turned  to  a fpydcr. 

Ardtnnn  a huge  forreft  or  thicket  in  France, where 
he  fayncth  the  two  fountaines  of  louc  and  difdayne. 
pag.7. 

^rttbufa  daughter  of  andDor/tjOnc  oiDU- 

tM*  companions  till  yilphei*}  rauifhed  her, and  gat  her 
with  childc, whereupon  DUtut  turned  her  into  a riucr 
bearing  her  name. 

,Argdia  fonne  of  GnUfron  brother  to  ^ngelicit 
flaine  by  Ferran>,'his  ghoftappeares  tohim.pag.j. 

^rgia  o( Polinyfc,hcv  husband  being  kilkd,& 

the  tyrant  Cr«o»>  forbidding  on  payne  of  death  to  bu- 
ry him, yet  Ihe  buried  him  and  liued  cucr  after  a wid- 
dow.307. 

looke  talcs.  1^4. 

^riodanti  Gentleman  of  Italic  a loner  of  Genewra, 
3 J. fights  with  I«rcj»»ff,and  is  parced.38.  is  knowne  to 
the  king  of  Scots. 41  .is  mariedtoGe»e»>r4. 4t.rcfcucs 
Zeriiw)  in  Frauncc.  lay.  andisnomorcfpokcncfby 
the  authour. 

^rria  wife  ofpefoof  P<«(fwa,her  husband  being  c6- 
demned  kild  her  felfc  in  . his  fight  , protefting  that 
death  was  plcafaunt  to  her  fo  long  as  (he  lelt  him  a- 
liue.joy. 

^Ttmejla  wife  of  ^rfo'/o/w^jlhe  built  that  famous 
fcpulcher  for  her  husband , that  was  counted  one  of 
the  woders  of  the  world , in  honor  of  which  all  fump- 
tuous  tombes  fince  are  called  Mauftlea. 

^Jiolfo  king  of  Lumbardie, looke  talcs.zi^j 

called  the  Englirti  Duke  fonne  of  OM/iking 
of  England  turned  into  a mirtlc  43 . warnes  Romero  of 
./^/fl>l4.ibid.  comes  to  Logeftilla.  j8.  goes  from  Lagrjlil- 
/rf.114.  receiuesabookeof  hcrandahorne.ibidcm. 
td&csCaliigurant.iiS.  oucrcomcs0ri//o.n8<  goesto 
Damafco.i  40.mects  ^f4r^/rt.i4iitakes  her  part.ibid. 
goes  towards  France.  141.15  in  a tempeft.  ibid.comes 
to  ihc countrey.149.  with  his  home  fcareth 
thc^majnns.i^j.  turnesto  Englad.i^^.dilTolucs  the 
inchaunted  Pallace.170.  gets  the  Griffith  horfe.171. 
meets  Brad*mant.  177.  leaueshishorfeRabican,his 
armour  and  the  inchaunted  fpcare  with  hcr.i  yS.gocs 
about  the  world.a74.  comes  to  driucsa- 

way  the  Harpias.28i.he3rcs  the  woefullt3leofi.i<//<*. 
ibid.ftops  vp  the  mouth  of  the  cauc.184.  wafhes  him 
felfc  at  a wcll.ibid.gocs  vp  to  Paradife.285.  conferres 
with  S.Iobn.  ibid,  recciucs  by  his  meancs  Orlandos  mz. 
aSy.fcesthc  riucr  ofLcthc.zpz.comesfroS./a/w.jip , 
he3lesSe>i4/>o.ibid, takes  the  vvindinabag.ibid  turnes 
ftoncs  to  horfes.ibid.goes  to  Bifcrta  .328.  rcdccmcs 
DHdon.ibid  makes  (hips  ofleaues.ibid.rcleafesdiuers 
Chrifii.in  prifoners  ibide.  reftoresOr/<Wotohis  wit^ 
33^.takcsBiferta. ibid  (ends  home^««<8po.37^.  Icaucs 
AfFrica.377.lets  goc  the  Griffith  horfc.ibid.  comes  to 
Fraunce.ibid.is  at  Braiamants  mariage.402. 

^Jiraa  daaghtet  of  Jftratu  a iuft  king, and  therforc 


(lie  was  called  Iu{lice.ti4^ 

^tlartt  vnclc  to  Ro^fro , a great  Magician  makes  d 
Pallacc  by  inchauntmcnt.i 2.  fights  with  Gradajfo  and 
Kogeroi  ouercomesthem  and  carries  them  prifbncrs 
into  the  faid  CaRle  .13.  fights  with  Bradamant  and  is 
oucrcomcby  her  . z6.  ouerthrowes  his  inchaunted 
Caftle,and  lets  free  Rc^cro,  with  the  reft  of  hi  s prifo- 
ners.  17.  makes  another  inchaunted  Pallacc  forJ^- 
gtrol$o.  dycs,and  his  ghoftparteth  Roger*  and  Mar- 
fifa.  ^01. 

Aurora  is  fayned  by  the  Poets  to  haue  loucdry- 
tbomts'Sonne  ot  Laomedon,and  to  haue  maried  bimtbut 
he  growing  old  (he  fell  in  louc  v/ith  Cefbaltts. 

B 

Balifard'Kogeros  fword  that  had  been  (bmetimeOr- 
landos  and  Rolen  by  Br««oy/o,giuc  to  Romero,  was  found 
by  Orlando  in  the  (hip.344.reflorcd  to  Ro^<ro.3  y6. 

Bardino  dndci  Bra^imart.  perfwades  him  to 
go  home.330.bcwayles  his  dcath.370. 

Bayardo  ]{enaldoshotle  rannefro  his  mailer  twife. 
pag.2.aiid  2.  is  found  by  Saerapant.  pag.6.  recoucred. 
pag.io.is  found  by  GradaJfo.pz^.zj/i,  rccoucred  again 
by  Ktnaldo. 

Bertolage  one  of  the  houfc  oiMaganXa  flayne  by  I{i- 
cbardtt.ZQj . i 

S/re«o  taken  prifoncr  by  Cimofeo.  yr . deliueredby 
Orlandoddid.mancd  to0ljyiw/»»4.ibib,fallcsinlouc  with 
the  king  of  Friflandes  daughter,  and  betraycthO/jim- 
p/<».74.is  hanged  by  Oherto.B6. 

Bifcrta  a town  in  Barbery  aflaultcd  by  Orlando>iad 
./i[/?o//o.33  j.is  taken.33d.is  fackcd.338. 

Boreas  the  Northern  winde,  is  fayned  to  haue  ra- 
uiffied  Oritbia  and  to  haue  begotten  ofherCo/^iand 
Zet. 

Bradamant  meets  with  Saerapant  and  ouerthrowes 
him.pag.d.bctraycdbyPmuieft.  pag.14.  mcctcth  Me- 
lyjja  in  Merlins  cauc.pag.i  S.  is  fhewed  ail  her  pofteri- 
tic.  19. 20.  inftrufted  how  to  take  the  ring  from  Bru- 
nedo.zt.  meets  £r»«f//o.ibid.fends  i^o^ersthc  ting.ya. 
meets  Melyjfa  agaync.99.  isinllrufted  of  her  femall 
pofteritie.ioo.is  warned  of  the  inchauntment,yet  ca 
notauoyd  it.ioi.is freed  by ^Jlolfo.  170. meets  Vina- 
W/.i73.kilshim.i74.  meets ./S7?o//o3and ofhim  hath 
Rabycano  and  goldlauncc.ibid  goes  to  Montalbano. 
lyS.fendsFrontinotoRajtfj'oby  Hippalca.iyp.Cbetea 
cciues  f^o5crwktter.247. her complaynt.ibid.  ielous 
of  Af<jr^/i.239.an  other  complaynt.ibid. and. 2dj  .her 
difpayre.ibidc.  fhc  meets  with  F'llanie  the  Qucenc  of 
If1andcsmcflcnger.2d2 , fhewinnes  a lodgingatSir 
Triflrams  Cei{i\e.\b\de.(i\e  makesa  Rout  Oration  for 
r/ZawV.zdydhe ouerthrowes  three  kings  agayne.  272. 
fhe  meets  /^/ir^e/i<'^f.292.oucrthrowcs  Kodomount.z^^ . 
fends  a challenge  to  Kogero.z^\,  ouerthrowes  diuers 
knights.293.fighcs  v;ith  Marfifa.z^^.angty  with  B^oge- 
ro  and  makes  another  complaint.300.p3cified.30i.a« 
gaync  fights  with  A/rfr^/^,but  is  reconciled.  303.  af- 
iavdts Marganor.itz.  dcliiiereth him  to^//tfw>tobc 
put  to  death3i3.  goes  totheCap.ibi.entersintothc 
battailc.327.chafcth  ..<^M>'/i<j;if.33 1.  coplains  to  Mar- 
fifa of re fu{eib  Lecn.iyS.  bercomplaync. 
ibid. lues  to  C/i4>  /«,and  obtaynes  to  haue  a Proclama- 
tion for  the  combat  with  whomfocucr  would  matry 


THE  TABLE. 


hcr.3S0.wnts  to  FyOgera  to  comfort  hlm.379.hcr  com- 
plaint of  his  abf;ncc.  386.  fhc lights  with i^o^ero  ta- 
king him  for  Z.eon.3  89.anotheccomplaynt.391.  (he  is 
maried  to  l^^e'a.402. 

Brandimart  fonnc  of  Monodanty  king  of  Damagyrc, 
husband  to  Fiordeliegeygoes  out  of  Paris  to  fceke  his 
frcnd  Orlando .6^  is  m Mlants  Pailacc.  90.  fct  free  by 
Afiolfo.  170.  meets  and  goeth  with  her  to 

^dimounts  bridge.z54.  is  taken  priloner  by  l\$domonf, 
25 f .is  relcafed  by  ^/lolfb.^i2.(ound  agaync by  Fiorde- 
hege.^z^Svx^  Orlando  mad  & hclpcs  totakehim.330. 
alTauIts  Byfcrta  and  is  the  firft  that  enters  it  -335.  is 
one  of  the  three  in  the  chaknge.338.  hath  Frontino 
giuen  him.ibid.his  Oratio  to^gramaru.i^^hz  fights 
With^^r.iwrtnf  anddifarmcshim.  348  . he  is  deadly 
wounded  by  Gradaffo.i^ddi^  Ipccch  at  his  death.3  5 1 
his  ftatcly  funeralljat  which  Or/Wo  m.akcs  a funcrall 
Oration.370.his  tombebuiltby  his  wifc.37r. 

BronfardLitwcndtio^gramantin  Barbcric,  fends 
newes  of  the  daunger  Affrica  was  in.3ao.redecmeth 
Buofer  withDWon.3  27,kils  himfclfc.  336. 

Briarius  a Giautlayd  to  hairc  an  loo.ixmci'.yirgdl 
fayns  him  to  be  in  hell foi  his  confpiracicagainft  lu- 
fiier . Et centum geminns  Briareiis  x^bellita  letn^tit  is  deri- 
ued  of  the  Greckc  they  call  a ftrongman. 

Br/^/iWorcjas  much  to  fay, Bridle  of  gold,the  name 
ofOrladoi  h0rfc.S7.caft  otfby  Orlando  in  his  madnefle. 
184  found  by  Aiattdrycardo.ioo  geuen  by /^o^<r<)(who 
had  flayne  MandTycard)to  ^gramant,  245.  wonne  by 
Orlando, 

Srnnello  ismctby  Er adamant ydefexihed  by  Melyjjd 
toher.2i.isBrWi:w4»fr guide  io~^tlants  Caftlc.zy.  is 
bound  by  her  vnto  a tree  , and  hath  the  inchaunted 
ring  take  from  him.2^.  mufters  his  menbcforc./^^r4- 
»j4»f,and wasvnboundby 104.  isarreftedby 
Marfi'aSc  carried  away  byher.zaojs  brought  backc 
by  Marfifa  at  tendayes  end  to  ^AgramttntySi.  there  dc- 
liueredto  a bafcvillaine  to  be  hanged  258. 

Brutut  his  wife  was  T'orf»4;this  Brntus  was  the  flout 
l{gman  that  kild  Ca/dr  for  his  tyrannic,  married  the 
dzu^htex oiCatoFtkenJiSitbe  hearingofher  husbads 
death  catc  hoc  coales  and  kild  her  lelfefo,  whereu- 
pon Martiall  faith. 

Ccniiigii  audijfct  fat  urn  cumVorcia  Brutiy 

Zlyfnbtratla  Jibi  quareret  arma  dolor, 

7^n  diim  feitu  ait  mortem  nan peffenegari? 

credideram  fatUhec  vos  docuijfe  patrem, 

I>ixit,&‘ardentes  auido  bibit  orefanillaty 

1 nunc  xir  ferrum  turha  molefta  nega, 

Bulgars  a people  of  Europe  in  partof  AfaryZi*  vpon 
theiiuer  Danubium, where  itis  called  Iftcr  alfaultcd 
by  Z.rci».3So.puctoflight.38i.refcued  by  l^o!;fro.ibide. 
they  make  l^eio king.  382.  fend  EmbalTadours  to 
Fraunre  to  B^gero  397. 

BuUigant  goucrnes  thofe  ofLyon.ro4.  Ttolomie  cals 
that  Citic  Germanica. 

iJM/i/lfrkingof  Algazcrtaken.327.redecmes  Dndon. 
3i8.flayncby  Oljuero.2^6. 

c 

Cain  and  Zft  were  fonnes  of  Boreas  ,&  had  wings 
or  fo  fayncd,bccaufe  they  faylcd  in fwrft  fbips. 

Calligorant  a giaunt  taken  by  ,^fiolfo,\ 1 6.  is  carried 


about  the  coutry  by  him.  i ly.comes  where  Or*/?o  was, 
ibid.and  from  thence  goeth  with  ,/^fiolfo  to  lerufalcm. 
118.  ./rf/?o//»geucthhun  to^rfi^oBrcgoucrnour  ofle- 
iuf3lem.ii9. 

C4/?orandP»l/«sf fo/incs  ofinpiter  and  ledrtjgotten 
of  her  in  likenclTc  of  a fwannejbro  thers  to  HeUna,czU 
ledTyntarides,  they  dcliucred  the fea  ofPyratcs,and 
therefore  arc  counted  Gedds  of  the  fea  .They  fayne 
that  Tcllnx  was  immortall,and  when  Cafior  dyed  be- 
fotight  that  hce  might  part  his  immorcalitic 
with  him.whcreupo  they  are  an  example  of  brother- 
ly louc. 

Catalynesthc  chiefeft  familic  ofSpainc,of  the  houfe 
of  Arragon,  and  are  often  put  by  myne  authuurfor 
the  whole  ftatc  of  Spainc.i  04. 

Ceres  called  the  Goddclle  of  come, mother  of  prr- 
ferpina. 

Charlemayne  fonneofPrp/wgathershis  forces  toge- 
ther againft  the  Turkes.pag.i  .takes  vp  the  quarell  a- 
h»\ix ^yingehca.  pag.2.  is  oucrthrowne  by  the  Turkcs. 
ib'xd.Cbarls  befieged  in  Paris  feds  Benaldo  into  Englad. 
pag.t  I . He  expedcs  the  alTault  and  maketh  pubheke 
prayers  vnto  G0d.107.his  own  prayer,  ibid.reccjues 
theEngliflifuccours  into  Paris.izy.hcares  newes  of 
the  fpoyles  Bodoment  did.ijS.his  Or3tion.t28.i 29.  he 
fets  onRo^owjpnt.ibide.driues  him  away  out  of  Paris. 
1 3 8. is  dilcomfited  againe  by  Ferravr yzrxd  made  retire, 
ibid  is  refeued  by /(eWdo.  254.  Chriflened  A?4r^. 
318.takesanothoftrucc.323.  welcomes Esgeremio 
Fraunce.  37^.  makes  a Proclamation  at  requefl  of 
Bradamant.fB y.  his  Yprightneffe  in  iudging  the  con- 
treuerfics.  392.  he  makesafumptuous  feaftatthe 
marriage  oiBradamant.^yS. 

Cimofeo  king  of  Freezeland  flayne  by  Orlande.yo. 

Cwe  a notable inchautrefle, daughter  ofthefunne 
& a Nymphe  called  P«t/er,  (he  turned  ylyjfes  tac  in- 
to beafls. 

Cleopatra  Qucenc of iEgypt,  being  fcafted by 
thonie  bad  him  to  a banket , and  diftbluing  one  huge 
pcarle  in  vineger  (he  dranefc  it,  and  it  w as  thought  in 
that  rciped  a banket  of  incftimablc  coft. 

Clytemneftra  wife  oi-^gamemtKn  play d the  whore  in 
his  abfencc,and  killed  him  at  his  returncricisfaid  fhe 
had  a Mufitian  playd  chaft  tunes  to  her, and  folong 
fhe  continued  honefl,but  when  he  dyed  JEgfue  cor- 
rupted her:her  fonnc  Oreftes  in  rcuengc  of  his  fathers 
death  flue  her. 

Clorydan  a companion  of  Medore  goes  to  fceke  the 
carkalfc  of  Dardanello.i  43 . kils  diuers  Chriftians.ibid. 
kils  twoScots.i46.iskild.  147. 

Corebo  one  of  Z<  rbtns  men  hurt  in  defence  oilfobeUa. 
97.islaucd.194. 

D 

DahndaGenexrras  mayd  fauedfrom  killing  byBe„ 
«4/</o.i9.difcouers  Po/jywjf/w  trcchcric.32.is  pardoned 
and  goes  to  a Nunrie.42. 

Danaedaughtciof^crifuSymothextoTerfeuSyCbcbc- 
ing  lockt  vp  in  a tower  by  her  fat  her, that  none  might 
acebpanie  her, it  is  faid  that  7«/>/rer  rayned  a Ihowcr 
of  gold  through  the  tylcsofthc  houfe  into  her  lap, 
with  helpe  of  which  (bower  he  gat  her  with  childe. 

D<*w<^/«nhcgrcatcft  riuc^of  Europe farre  North 

begins 


TH  E ' 

begins  in  Germanic, and  in  long  running  it  is  called  I- 
ltcr.6o.  riuers  fall  into  it  & halfc  ofthem  nauigeablc. 

Dardandlo  fonncof^/wonf  mufters  afore 
lo^.hurteth  I.«rf4nw.i38.iskillcdby  R(»»4Wo.i4i.foud 
dead  by  Medtre.i  43  .is  buried  by  him  and  the  hclpc  of 
Angelica.  1 47. 

Dido  Quccnc  of  Carthage  famous  for  the  fabulous 
loue  of  JEntM. 

Difeord  fought  by  the  Angell  Miihaell.i  oS.found  in 
an  Abbey. ibid. fent  to  the  Pagans  camp.ibide.  beaten 
and  (entagayne.217. 

Dorrt/ytJcommingfroSpayneis  taken  by  Mandfy- 
tard.i  otf.lcnds  priuilie  to  Kodomont.  jbide.  agrees  well 
with  Mandrycard.107.  ^ivtesZerbiTw  and  Mandrycard. 

1 93  .parts  E.odomcnt  and  Manirjeard  Lib.14.  ftaffc  92. 
borne  away  by  a fpiritc  in  her  horfe.a  1 3 . reieftes  Ro- 
</omot,chuleth  M*ndTycardm.hzvi^ccc)\  to  dilTwadc 
him  from  fight.243.hcr  lightnefle.24^. 

Dr»/;//<»,looke  talcs  of  Margancr.'^oi. 

Dudon  releafed  by  meanes  and  made  Ad- 

mirall.3a8.difcomfitcth  ^^amant  by  rca.332.  fighte* 
with  R'j^ero  on  land.339.gcucth  him  fcuenkings.342 
comes  into  Paris.376.is  VkzEr adamants  mariagc.402. 

Durindane  Orlandos  fword  taken  by  Mandrycard.  24. 
booke.49.ftatFe.  wonne  iotGradajfo.  246.  loft  by  Gra^ 
daffo  inbattaile  with  Orlando. i 52.  geuen  to  Romero  by 
Orlando.  iTi,  jp 

EWdlfindcnofuchlle,  but£&»dxbe  lies  in  our 
Brittifhfca. 

Eucedadus  the  greateft  of  all  the  giaunts  that  rebel- 
led againft  Inpiter  , for  this  caufc  they  fayne  that  he 
was  layd  vndcr  mount  dEtna^Si  that  the  caufc  of  the 
earthquakes  there  is  when  he  fturs  to  chaunge  (ides. 

Erifth'-nists  fonne  olVulcan  had  fectc  like  a Serpent 
and  deuifed  a coch  to  hide  them  307. 

£«<*/»<  wife  ofC4/'4i>«»jkiid  with  lightning  at  the 
aflaultofThcbeSjhisbodie  being  burned  as  the  raa- 
ner  of  burial!  was  in  thofc  daycs,his  wife  Icpt  into  the 
fire  with  it  and  dyed-307. 

F 

Ferratv  a Spanifh  knight  fights  with  Kenalde  for  yfn^ 
gellica.pjLg.  z.  loft  hts  helmet  in  the  water,  ibide. takes 
ReWi/ovpbchindchim.3  . meets  with  the  Ghoftof 
i^rgrf/w.ibide.vowes  to  winneOr/Woi  helmct.ibid.  is 
in>rt/4n»Pallacc.90.frccdby  ./#;ge//if4.gi.fightswith 
Orlando.^i.purtiies  jingelhca  and  fees  her.ibidcm.gets 
Orlandos  helmet  ibide.  muftets  his  band  of  the  king  of 
Spaynes  guard.  i04.rcftorcs  the  battaile  Ioft.13  8.  his 
Oration.ibid.ouerthrowne  by  Bradamant.i^^, 

Fiordeliege  wife  ofBrandimart  gocth  to  fcckc  him.  63 
hearcs  of  Orlandos  madnefle  Lib.24.ftaiFc.46.fccs  the 
battaile  betweene  M andricard  and  Zeri/»,goeth  to- 
ward Pans  ibid.ftafFc  39.  comesto  Roi/owonit  bridge.' 
227.telsR«7M/(/oofOr/<i/«/or  madnc(rc.233.findcs  Bran- 
dimart.i^^.Ceea  him  ouerthrowne  & taken ibid.mects 
Bradamant  iZnd  ihowes  her  Kodomonts  bridgc.293.del1- 
uers  Rojfro  a challenge  from  Br adamant. 29 4.  meetcs 
Bardmo  and  gocth  with  him  to  Affrica . 329  . findes 
£r<»Mi/<w4rt.ibid.fccs  Orlando  and  defcrics  him.ibid.fhc 
makesablackcCaparifonfor  Brandimart,  344.  her 
dt'eame  andfpcech.370.hcr  death.371. 


'ABLE. 

f (4wrtMjlookc  talcs. 

FiordiJ^ina,\aokz  talcs. 

Frontim  the  name  of  Ro^eror  horfe  is  kept  by  Brada-. 
mans.  28  .fent  by  her  to  Ro^ere.  178.  is  uken  by  Rodo- 
mont.iy^  .recoucrcd  by  Bradamant.2^1  Jent  agaync  to 
R(!»fr3.294.found  by  Orlando  in  aftup.344.tcft&rcd  to 
Rojei-0,37  j.his  prayfc.389. 

FusbtrtaRfnaldos  Iword  10. 

G 

. Cabrina, lookc  talcs;  flic  flycs  fro  Orlaudo.99. mecK 
Marfifa.t  J 8.is  committed  to  Zirbynos  proteftiqn.i  59. 
robs Tinnabels corfe.  179.  betrayes and  zeeudesZerbim 
no.j  So.flycs  and  is  mifufed  by  Mandrycard.x  8 1.  is  par- 
doned oflife by  Zer6/no.i 94.  comitted  toOdrickfspto- 
teftion  and  by  him  hangedjLib.24.ftafle  38. 

G<i^j/77;e£/isfayned  by  the  Poets  tobclupittrs  cup- 
bearer and  to  hauebcnccariedvp  by  an  iE.glc,itis 
taken  generally  in  the  worft  part  for  Bardajfos. 

G«»m>r4,lookc  talcs. 

G/’»7>6fff(w,looke  Gucifs. 

; Gradaffo  king  of  Scrycane  taken  by  .^tlant  into  the 
inchauted  Caftlc.i3.isdeliuercdbyBr4<f4n.4f.27.isin 
AtUntsVaEzet.^  o.frecd  by  ^Jiclfo.i  yo.comcs  to  aide 
Agramant.2i6hz\pz%  toarme  Mandricdrd.zxB.dzhont 
withhim.ibi.rcceauesD«ri»d4«e  oiRojero.  246. fights 
with  R«»4/</o.2sy. fights  agayn.273.  parted  and  findes 
Bayardo.274.(hipsat  Arlic.  274  mczizs  Agramant  in. 
great  diftrclTc . 337.  is  one  ofthc  challenge  three  to 
three  and  kils  Brandimart.'^  49 . is  killed  by  Orlando. 1 52. 

Gr44d<>w0jthe gouernour  ofthc  Algarbies, which 
dwell  in  promotoric  cald  CelticitmTromontoriitn:.i04.\ 

Griffin  fightes  with  Orillo.i  1 7. is  in  loue  with  Origilla. 
ii8.goeth  with  v/#7^c//o  totheholyland.ibid.  hears  of 
0ri^i7/4. 119. he  finds  her.i  21. gocth  to  Damafco.129. 
heareshishoftes  tale.i30.v/inncsthe  prife  therc.133 
departes  thence.ibid.is  betrayed  by  Origdl  and  Mar- 
t44a.ibid.is  carted.  13  .4.  kils  & beats  the  people "©fDa- 
mafco.i  37.is  reconciled  to  Tdorandino.xi^.  meets  his 
brother  ./^5r!^i/4«M40.receaues  a coftly  armor  of  the 
king.ibid.is  ouerthrowne  by  141.  frendedby 

himjhe  gocth  withhim  Mothers  toward  Frauncc.ibi. 
toft  on  thefea  withatepeft.  142.  comes  to  the  fliorc 
ofthe..^4j4:^a4r  and  hearcs  their  law.  349.  fcapeth 
thence. 1 58.1s  betrayed  and  taken  by  Vinnabello  to  ob- 
feruehis  law.i72.fightsin  defence  thereof.  i73.is  o- 
uerthrowneby  %^cr3.i74.gocth  toward  Fraucc.ibid. 
mectes  with  Rtnaldo  and  is  intcrtaiucd  into  his  band. 
25  2.is  at  Br4i/4W44»  mariage.401 . 

Griffith  horfc  brought  vp  by  Aslant^  and  loft  by  him 
26.flyes  a way  with  Romero.  27.  carries  him  to 
lle.43  .carries  Melyffia  and  A flolfo  {xomAlcynas  lie.  58. 
brings  them  to  Logeflula.yj . is  brought  by  Melyffia  to 
Ro^^eroJ  ridiiig.ibide.  Ra^cro  is  carried  by  him  ouer  the 
woild.ibid.brcakcs  his  bridle  and  flyesro.^//4«f.85.is 
gotten  by  ./#/?a//a.i7i.flycs  with-/^y?o//aouc^thc  world 
274.carrycs  him  vp  to  Paradife.iSy  biingshimbackc 
agaync.3 1 9.is  let  loofe  by  APolfo.-iyb. 

Guelfs  and  Gibbellins  iv/o  nozzhlt  faftios  riling  fitft 
of  two  brothers  in  Italic  and  fpreading  very  farre. 

Guidon.,  Saiiage  in  xhe  AmaX.onfland  fightes  with 
Marfifa.x^o.inicnaincs  her  and  her  copany.i  53.  tels 
the  tale  of  the  Amai^ns  .134  fcapeth  thence  hauing 
O'o 
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«nadcprouifion.lj7.oucrthrowcs  "Rlchardctto  Mario 
zndGmcchiardo.  syi. fights  with  Ksnaldo  till  funnc  fee, 
ibid.makcshimfclfcknowne  viuoiv^Wo.iyz.  gocth 
with  him  toaydeC/;<tr/e;.]bidetn.is  onBradamants  ma- 
riagc.4oz. 

H 

Uecuhamico^Vriamiis  fell  mad  forforrow  of  the 
deatli  of  her  Tonne  Voiidorus , and  is  fayned  to  hauc 
been  turned  to  a dogge. 

Helena  daughter  of  Leia  {he  that  was  taken  by 
Taris, 

Hefculesbmt  of  lupiter  and  ^/ime»e,his  tweluc  la- 
bours be  kno  wnejhowbcit  Steplde  in  his  Hzlloricall  Di- 
dtionariefets  downe  34,labours. 

Hiliarion  a pafifing  deuout  Hermit. 

HipptdcaBradamants  mayd  caries  Frontino  towards 
^gero.i  79.mectcs  B^dorr.ont  and  is  robd.ibidc.mcctes 
i^ogero  at /T?«r/j»wcaue.iC9.rcturnes  to  Rradarnai,  iii. 
■deliuers/^ojfrojlcttcr  arid  conafortes  her.i4^. 

ffawer  Prince  of  Grcckc  Poets. 

I 

lafun  fonne  of  JEfon  and  Mmene  comming  to  Lem- 
♦iwwas  intertained  by  and  after  wanne  the 

Golden  Fleece. 

Indus  or  hide  a riiicr  of  the  Eaft , a very  huge  riucr 
of  which  India  taketh  name. 

1 roldo  a Chrillcn  Captaine. 

jyiie/Irffoundby  Or/Wuina  cauc.94.recitcsto  him 
the  caufe  ofher  being  there  96.is  deliuered  by  Orlddo. 
98. pray cs  him  to  be  herProtcftour.99.findesZfr4;7M. 
iSo.dcpartcs  with Zerhino  fro Orlado.i 8 z.hclpes  to  ga- 
ther Orlandos  armour  Lib.X4.ft.43.cntrcatcch  Doralyce 
to  part  the  fray abid.ilaifc  57 . laments  Zerbynos  death 
andbecome.s  aChriften  ibide.ftafFe.73  .meets 
Tnont.z^  1 .is  wooed  by  him. 13  ^.faues  her  chaftity  with 
lofTc  ofher  hfe.z3  6.  her  prayfe  ibid.hcr  tombe  ibid. 

L 

Lada  one  of  Mxaders  fouldioUrs,fo  fwift  & light  of 
foote  that  fcaxcc  the  print  of  his  foot  was  ken  in  the 
fand  .170. 

Laodemia  wife  to  Vroteflaus  loued  him  fo  dearely  that 
hcaringofhis  death,fhc  pyned  away  with  griefe.3C7, 

LeonConneoiConfiantiiie  repulfed  by  /^^ero.  j8i.de- 
jiuers  Bj^iro  not  knowing  him  ftomprifon  3S7.goeth 
into  Fraunce  to  wooe  Bradamant , and  winnes  her  by 
i^gewmeanes  calling  himfclfe  the  Knight  of  theV- 
nicorne.389.difturbed  & challenged  by  Marfifa,  391. 
milFeth  Ra»fro.592. finds  him  & recomforts  him.  39^. 
brings  him.  10  Charles.^^S.  his  fpccch.ibide. Frees  the 
Biilgars  (rom  further  warreby  promirc.ibid.is  at  Ro^c- 

roj  m3riagc.402. 

Lidu  lookc  tales.iS  i . 

Logesitlla  defendeth  agaynft  Mina.  7^.  the 

defeription  ofher  houfCiby  which  is  inent  vertue.77. 
intertaines  .Adolfo  and  dcliucrs  liima  bookc  and  a 
home, and  lets  him  dcpart.H4. 

Ludna  looke  tales.  119. 

Lurcanio  brother  to  an  Italian  Gentleman 

accufethGfnrtvM.  3<?.  fighteswithhisbrochcr.38,  is 
hurt  by  Dardanello.  138. 
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refeuedby  Romero  and  others,  toy.  ex- 
poundes  the  picture  at  A/ er/jyw  well  108.  makesa  Tpi- 
rite  Carrie  away  Dorrf/jy.c.  213.  goeth  withRcWdoto 
ayde  Charles.  247.  coniureth  to  rindc  the  caufe  of  Re- 
naldos  difeafc.3  T3  -is  at  the  wedding.402. 

Mandricard  lonnc  oiAgritanc  king  of  Tartaric  had 
wonncKrJ7criarmcs.i05.  he  fecks Or/We.ibid.wm* 
Dor/j/yre, carries  her  away  & wooes  hcr.i  06.  lyes  with 
her.ioy.fightes  with  Otlrf.-M'o.tSr.  parted. 18.2.  mectes 
Guiriiw.ibid.fights  with Zeiiiiw  and  hurts  him  Lib.24. 
ftafFe  49.  winnes  Durindane.ibid.fights  withKodomcr, 
ibid.ftafFe8o.is parted  ftafFe  93 -ouerthrowes  liuhar- 
detio  and  his  brothers.  210.  fights  with  Marfifadh'idc. 
quarrels  with  Ro^jero  21 1 .reproued  by  Kodomont.  ibid, 
fights  with  Ro'ero.ii  2. fights  with  Marfifa.  ibide.  par- 
tcd.2!3  .rcfcucs./<5r4??j4»t.2i6.qu3rrcls  with  K-.domotj 
Rc'ero  and  M<»r/,G.2i7.withGruifi«j(7o.2i8.is  chofenby 
Doralyce.  221.  difl  waded  from  fight  by  Doru/jee.  243. 
fights  with  Romero. 244.1s  kild.246. 

M4»)7.ii-iouerthrowne  by  Orlando.^^. 

Mu^ttokingofSpayne  muftershismen  ofarmes, 
I04.his  Orati6to./<2ruiw4;».'.320.hcfiycsinto  Spainc. 
3^7. 

lAarfif.t  fiftcr  to  Romero  mccicsAfiolfo  and  gocth  to 
D3mafco.i40.takcs  away  thcprik.ibid.is  reconciled 
and  honored.  141.  goeth  with  AfiJfio  and  others  to- 
ward Fraunce, & arc  toft  with  tepcft.i42.atriucs  with 
them  at  the  AmaX^ns  Citie.i  49. fights  with  Guido. 1 50. 
fcapethhencc.iyy.parrsfro  her  copanions  in  Marfi- 
lia.i  yS.mecrs  Gabrina  & carries  her  behind  her.  ibid, 
ouerthrowes  Tiiwalell  for  laughing  at  hcr.i  59. meets 
Zerbino  Sc  commits  Gabrina  to  his  culiodie.i^y.meets 
Ro^cre.20(f.aides  him  torefeue  Mallagyge  and  f^iuian. 
207. dines  at  hierlyns  caue.208.  fights  with  Madricard, 
zto.aydcsAgramant  .116,  craues  battailewithM^n- 
dricard.ztj .iticRcth Brunello.zzo.  bringes  him  backc 
to  Agramant.zyS . fights  with  Bradamant  and  is  oucr- 
throwne.299.fightes3gaync.300.  fighres  withRojer®. 
302  parted  by  ghoft.  ibide.frends  with  Brada- 
mant.lO'^  gocth  with  Bradamant  andRogero.^oy.  ay  ds 
T'/Zameand  her  companions  .303.  heaies  the  tale  of 
Marganor.^cy.Uades M.m^jwf'rcaptiuc. 3 1 2.  calles a 
Parliamentandmakcsalawforwomen.  313.  goeth 
with  Bradamant  toCharles.^ty.  meets  Charles  Si  makes 
an  Oration.3 18.  fhc  is  Chriftned  .319.  fightes  with 
Agr amant, .chn^eth  him.  331.  difturbethDon  Leon 
from  marrying  with  Br adamant. Oi^y-maVcs  a chalcgc 
to  Leon  on  Ko^eror  behalfc.392.  was  about  to  ftrike  Ro- 
gero  not  knowing  him  39S.is  at  the  wedding  402. 

Mur^tfwrlookc  tales.309.hislaw.3  ii.  he  is  killed. 

Marfano  a whoremafter  keepcs  OrigiUa.t  zz.fhatncs 
himre]fc.i53.beirayesGn^.»j.ibid.  incekth2v>.r4»i/i>i7 
againft  h!m.r34.bcatcnby  ./^l7((^74«t.I39.plmi^hed  o- 
pen!y.i4o. 

Maiifoleo  the  tombe  of  a king  fo  named  one  of  the 
feuenwonders. 

Medcaa  cruell  woman, a notable  witch  , (he  killed 
her  own  brother, and  her  own  fonnes,  fhe  kntCreifia 
a litle  boxe  for  a token, in  which  was  clofed  fuch  ai  ti- 
ficial  fire  that  as  foonc  as  it  was  opened  it  burned  her 

and 
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and  all  the  Palbce  (he  was  in. 

Htdore  page  ofDttrdaneU  gocch  to  fcckc  his  mafters 
carkas  tobuncjt.i4j.  kilsmany  Chriftiansaflccpe. 
ibid . carries  his  mafters  corfc  & is  purfued  by  Scots. 

1 44  hurt  by  a Scot  againft  Zerbinos  will.  1 47.  found  by 
Anythc*  and  hcald , wooed , and  married  by  Attgdica. 
i47.hisEpigramme,r48.cfcapes  OrAinio  hardly.  239. 
made  king  of  Eaft  Indi3.i42. 

Whffa  Ihowcth  BraJamant  all  Rogms  poftcritie.19. 
10  .inifttudeth  her  how  to  take  thekingfro  Brumilo. 
zi  .goeth  to  dcliuer  Roj^w.  jz.her  fpcech  to  Rogere.53 
Cofortes  Bradamant.^  iz.  in  Kodhrmnti  likcncflc breaks 
the  trucc.3  • mceteth  Lnn  and  (howes  him  Romero. 
395 .bringeth  the  rich  Pauillion  by  Nigromacie  .399- 
is  ztBraiamantsmzxizzc.tp. 

Uempidfthc  chiefeCitie  ofEgyptneare  to  which 
the  huge  Pyramides  were  made. 

Mer/jfwFoutain.zo8.  his  hallinSjrTr/T?^!!?^  lodge 
&theftories  thcrof.  z^.thc  Engliih  Prophet  of  him 
you  lhall  read  in  the  notes  of  the  third  bookc,pag.zi. 

Mor'5<w4  a palling  witch  muchfpoken  ofiiiBsj^r- 
doi  booke  of  Orlando  Inamorato, 

N 

Tinns  fonne  of  Caropems  Sc  A^laia  a pafling  beau- 
tiful young  man  witnes  Uorr.tr  one  of  thofc  that  came 
agaynrtTroy.z^9. 

'jkijior  is  .Olid  to  hauc  liued  three  ages,  which  forac 
count.90.yeares3rome  300. 

the  famousriuer  of  Egipt  fo  called  of  king2'(»- 
lusyOi  as  fome  will  hauc  it  of  the  Greckc  that 

is  new  flime,for  with  the  flime  thereefit  inricheth  all 
Egypt;  fome  doubt  whether  it  hauc  any  head  at  all 
but  runnes  out  of  the  great  lake , it  fals  dcuided  into 
the  fca  in feuenbraunches,  wherefore  Ow/dcalsit  in 
ths  i.Metam.SeptemJiitus. 

T^randiru  lookc  in  the  taleSjmakes  a great  feaft.  119. 
rcccaucth  Gnff.n  into  fauour.  139. 

o 

Ojerickf  is  fent  by  Zerlino  for  1 fabtlla.^j .yio\Ad  hauc 
rauiihc  hcr.98.woundcth  Ccrebo,  ibidc  . is  brought  by 
Almonio  to  Ztrbino  Lib,Z4.ftafir  i5.is  pardoned  by  him 
ib.ftaft'e  3 5.breaketh  promife  & is  haged  ib.  ftafFc.  38. 

O^jrfokingoflerland  comes  to £6;;d4  and  mcctes 
Orlando  there.  8 J . fals  in  louc  with  0lirr.pia.i6.  maries 
hcr.ibidem. 

OUmpialooVo  taiesiiheis  deliueredby  Orlando  znd 
maried  toB.TrtJo.  71.  betraydby  him  andleft  onthe 
lh0re.7y.is  found  by  Orlandr  at  the  He  of  Ebuda : and 
herbeauticdefcribcdjftie  deliuered.85.  Oifrfofalsin 
louc  with  hcr.8^  marries  her.ibidem. 

Oliutro  font  prifonertoBifcrtajfct  free  by  Aflolfo, 
328. aflaultsBilcrta.33S. flue  B»«-//4r.33^.is  one  of  the 
three  in  the  chalenge.  338.  hath  K*^tros  armour  geue 
him.  344.  his  imprcyfe  a lymehounde  with  the  word 
(till  he  commcth)ibid.he  is  hurt  by  his  horfe  fal.348. 
is  healed  by  the  Hermit.37z.  comes? into  France  with 
OrLvtdo  and  Ro^fro.376  is  atBr4</4»j4«.'rmariage  40z. 

Ori^Ut  a ftrumpet  loued  by  Grijjfin . 1 1 9 . is  found 
with  M4rf4w,cxcureth  it.i  zz. 

Ori'ilo  a Nigromancer  lookc  talcs. 1 1 6. 

Orlando  comes  {tom  the  Eaft  Indies  with  Angtlka 
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and  hath  her  taken  from  him.pag.  i.  troubled  in  his 
fleepeby  a drcamc.6z.hc  leaucsParis.63. comes  vp- 
on  the  Pagans  campc.6y  .pafleth  into  Britanic  and  is 
putbacke  to  Antwcrpc.66.hcarcsthcftatcof0/(»^.'4. 
ibid.chalengcthC’i»7oy(o.69.kilshim.70.flings  the  har- 
qucbufli  into  the  fca.  71.  comes  co£biida.84.ki]san 
Orkc  ibid.fets  free  Olimpia  agaync.8 y. goeth  backc  to 
Britanic.87.  illudcd  with  the  likcncflc  of  Angelica.  89. 
purfucs 91.  hghtes  withFfrr4i»'.9z.  loft  his 
hclmet.ibid  foyld  twobands  of  Pagans.  93.  finds  Ifa- 
^e//4.94.deliucrs  her.98.hanges  the  outlawcs.ibid.de- 
liucrs Zer&w. iSo.fightes  with  Mandrycard.iii.is  par- 
tcd.iSz.hcaies  newes  ofAngelica.ii^.fzh  ftarke  mad. 
i8y.fome  mad  parts  ofhis.  193.  wraftlcswiih  Ro^le- 
mont.  Z37.  mcctes  Angelica  and  almoft  catcheth  her, 
z39.comcstoBircrta.lz4z  troubles  armie  in 

hismadncs,3i9.  is  boud  Semade  vtheby  Aflolfo.  330. 
afl'aultsBtrerta.334.rcrcucsBr4MJi»Mrt  atBircrta.336. 
fackes  the  townc.338.acceptes./#^4i?)4nfichalcnge. 
ibid.findcsB4/iy4r<lin  a voyde  lhip.344.  fights  the  co- 
bat three  to  threc.348.kils  Gradajfo  znd  Agramat.  ^fz, 
mcctes  r^naldt.i^^.  comestoSici!ic.370.  he  makes 
Brandimartsfonevih.iTiXw  Oration.ibi.comcs  to  the 
Hermit  and  meets  ^gert  thcre.37z.goeth  backc  into 
Fraunce  with  him.376.is  at  Bradamants  marriage.  40Zf 

Or^eamonftrous  fifli. 

P 

Tarn  Ibnne  ofTriamni  louer  of  Helena. 

Taris  fiered  by  Agramant , and  quenched  by  rayne 
from  heaucn.6i.  aflaultcdby./<5r«w4»Mio.  entred 
by  ^odomoimt  and  fet  on  fire.i  1 1 . 

Tasile  the  firft  Hermit  or  Anchoriedt  is  faid  of  him 
that  a crow  brought  him  eucryday  halfc a loafc  of 
br5ad,&  that  Anthonie  a dcuout  ma  going  to  fee  him 
the  crow  brought  him  that  day  a whole  loafc. 

Tenelopemfc  of  famous  for  her  chaftitic  in 
the  long  abfence  of  her  husbad:  hauing  many  impor- 
tunate Tutors  in  her  husbads  abfence  (he  prayd  them 
to  relpite  her  till  ftic  had  ended  a web, which  flic  had 
begun  to  wcaue,and  that  being  graumed  lookc  what 
Ihe  woue  all  day  flic  vndid  at  night. 

Vegafus  a horfe  that  had  wings  this  horfe  is  fayd  to 
be  bred  ofthe  bloud  of  Mtdufa  : and  that  Bellerophon. 
thinking  to  ride  him  vp  to  heauen,fell  from  him,  but 
the  horfe  held  on  his  courfc  ftill  & was  made  a ftatre. 

Tlntbm  orApoUo  taken  for  the  funne. 

Tinnabell  fonne  of  Anjelmm  of  Magan^a  meets  with 
Bradamant.  i z.  lets  Bradamant  fall  into  Merlins  pit.l4. 
ftcalcs  her  horfe.  17.  ouerthrowne  by3f4r^/4.iy8. 
tz]ics  Griffin  Aquilant  Guidon  Sauage  mdSanfonet^ii.. 
foners.i  7 z.makcs  them  fwcarc  to  his  lawabid.  is  met 
and  killed  by  Br adamant. 17 1. 

TolineffioDioke  of  Albany  betraycth  GenetvrahyDtf 
lindiw  meanes.3  y .is  killed  by  Bfnaldo.ii. 

Tolidorfts  fonne  of  Prwww  killed  by  VoUmneflor  fot 
couctoufnes  ofthe  gold  thitTriamiis  fent  with  him, 

'Pollux  lookc  Cafior. 

T’rj/i/:/!)  a Chriften  Captaine . 

Progne\ii\led  her  fonne  Itts  and  is  fainpd  to  hauc 
been  turned  into  a fwallow. 

Proteus  counted  a God  of  the  fca  called  Vertumrwt 
bccaufc.he  is  fayd  to  turne  himfclfc  into  all  fhapes. 

O 0 ij 
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Pw/mklngofEgipt  fpoken  ofmthc.46.bookc. 

P»//d»o  a king  tnufters  afore  ^gramant.io^.  flaync 
by  J4. 

Tyramides  ccitainc  towers  of  incredible  hightbuilt 
by  the  Princes  of  Egipt,of  this  looke  in  the  feuca 
wonders  of  the  world. 

R 

l^enaldo  fell  out  with  Orlando  for  Angtlka.  a.  lofl  his 
horfe  & infeeking  of  him  found  ^»^«/»f<*.ibid.  fought 
with  Verrarv.  ibidem,  rides  behind  him  3 . partes  from 
himand  findshis horlc.ibid.he finds  agayn. 

7.fightcs  wuhS4.r4p4nM0.is  partedby  thcillufion  of 
an  Hermit.ibid.  he  takes  his  horfe  agayne.ibidcm.  he 
goeth  to  Paris.i  i .is  fent  in  EmbalTage.ibid.arriues  in 
Scotland.aS.goeth  toward  the  Court.ibid.is  intettai- 
ned  by  an  Abbot  and  his  Monckcs.ibid.  hcarcs  of  <it- 
»ett>r4fdaunger.ibid.is  guided  to  the  Court.  29  meets 
with  Da/iWrf.ibi.hearcs  the  talc  of  Gennrrn.  32.33. 34* 
35.  $6.  fights  withPo/wif/^o  and  kils  him.  38.  fues  for 
aydeto  theScottilh  king.$8.gocth  by  fea  to  England 
and  is  feafted  thcte.5;9.  brought  by  Silence  to  Paris. 
i23.his  Oration.ibid.heencouragcththe  Scots.  125. 
]dU  DardancU,  *41,  troubled  with  icloulie  oiOilando. 
ai^.comcsto  Mountalbano.  247.  goeth  to  fuccour 
C/j4r/ej.ibid.mcctsG«i<fon.2ji.fighcsagayn with  Gr4- 
</4//o.25;7.fightsagaync.273.  loofethBayardo.274.  a 
chapion for  C/wr/er.zaa.fights  with  I{ggere.ii$.is  trou- 
bled withhisoldloue.353.heares  of  MalagygewheTc 
./frgrffn  is.  3 54.askethlcauc  of  C/?4r/er  to  go  to  India, 
ibid.affailed  by  a monfter  and  deliuered  by  a knight. 

3 5 y .comes  to  the  knight  of  Ma  ntua.3  $6.  refufeth  to 
taft  the  cup  to  try  cuckoldes.  3 60.  goeth  by  water  to 
Rauenna.3^9.mcetsOr/4>nfoat  Lypadufe-ibid. meets 
il^ero  at  the  Hermites.372.  promifethhim  Bradamat. 
57^.comeswith  him  into  Frauncc.  377.falsout  with 
his  father  about  f^.5ero.ibid.and.39J.  is  at  Bradamanis 
marriagc.402. 

Hjchardet  gat  Fiord:Jpiaa  mth  chWic  8c  fhouldhaue 
dyed,&  is fet  free  by  k°gert.  1 99.  tels  l{ogero  a tale.200. 
comes  to  Aldigers  houic.  202.  goeth  with  him  to  ref- 
cue  and  ^»«i4».zo3. meets  Marfifa.  204.  res- 

cues Finian  and  Malagyge.ioy.  dines  at  Merlins  cauc. 
zoS.isoucrthrowneby  Kodomota.aiohy  GWon.zji  js 
at  Br adamant smamagc.^oz. 

Kifet  or  Riphe  mountaines  in  Scythia. 

iWowonfking  ofAlgiera  roan  ofpaflingflrcngth 
mufters  afore  Agramant. Paris.  1 1 o.  doth 
muchfpoile.  izz.  leaues Paris.  138.  meets diftord 
pride  and  icloufle  with  Dsrn/fcM  mefl'engcr.ibid.takes 
Frocino  fro  Hippalca.i  79.  fights  with  M andricard  Lib. 
Z4.ftafte  80 . parted jftaftc.93  • fights  with  Romero,  zt  2. 
parted.zi3.rercues./4'»r4?n4nr.2i7.falsat  variSce  with 
M andricard  and  with  ^Arnpnnt.z 1 9 .refufed  by  Deralice 
goeth  away  malcontent.  221  . hisinuefliuc  againft 
womcn.222.his  hoftesintertaincment.233.  meets/- 
/tdrella.i^iMils  the  Pricft.234.is  droonk  & cuts  oilfa- 
htlUs  head . 23  y.  makes  a tombe^a  vow  and  a bridge. 
23^.is  caftbyOr/44</ointo  the  vzater.237.ouercomcs 
Brandimart.z'i ouerthrowne  by  Br4i4m4w.293.en- 
tets  into  a cell  for  ftiame  of  his  foyle  receaued  by  Bra~ 
damant . 294.  chalcngcsR«gcroacBr4i4m4flrr  marri- 


A B L E; 

age.401  .is  killed  by  R()jn'o.404. 

Rfi^ero  taken  by  Atlant.i  y.dcliucred  by  Bradamanf. 
27.  caryed  away  by  the  Griffith  horfe.  ibid,  comes  to 
./fZc»mMllc.42.iswarncd  by  Afiolfo.e^^.  lights  wnh  the 
monfters.  4B.  is  refeuedby  two  Ladics.ibidcm.ouer- 
thewes  Erlffila^yds  intertaincd  by  Alcina.yo,  is  war- 
ned by  MelijJa.^^.dKcouetsAlcinoi  illufions.ibid.  dc» 
ceiucs  Algna  and  flies.  57.  is  impcacht  by  a Falkncr- 
58.tempted  m his  way  by  three  Ladies.  76.  aflaultcd 
by  fea-ibi.  deliuered  by  I o^fy?//Z4.ibid.parrcd  from  Lom 
gefiilla  on  the  winged  horfe.  77.  fees  the  mufters  in 
England. 78. goes  to  lrcland.79. fees  AngeUcaiicA  to 
the  rockc.  ibid. ouercomes  the  Otke  by  hclpeofhis 
{hicld.8o.lcnds.^«»«//f4  his  ring.ibid.lecrcth..#»;e/if4. 
83  .leefeth  his  horlc.ibid  is  carried  by  a trainc  to  ano- 
ther inchaunted  Pallace  of  Atlant.  90.  freed  from  the 
inchaunted  Pallace.  170.  goes  with  Eradamant.jjj, 
vanquiffiethP(»4i»/rfoiirc  knights  by  hisft)ield.i73. 
throwes  away  the  lhicld.i74.(ets  free  RicWifzr.hb.zf 
ft.IO.  comes  to  Aldiger.ioi.wtitcs  to  Br adamant, 
meetes  Marfifa.  lo^.  refeewes  Malagjge  and  Fiuian. 
207, dines  in  Merlins  cauc.208.gocs  with  Hiffalca.io^ 
fiades  Kodorr.ont.il  i .fights  with  him  and  Mandricard. 

21 2.parted.2i3.refccwcs./^^4m4»/.2t7.offerscombac 

to  Kodomom  and  Mandricard.  ibid,  kils  M«»Jn<'4r</.24y. 
is  fore  hurt  by  him.  ibid  is  chalengcd  by  Bradamant. 
294  parts  Marfifa  andher.3Co.  fights  with  Marfifa  & 
is  partcd.302.t£lsM<sr//4ofhis  rale.  303.promircth 
mariage  to  Bradamant  .^on.affaults  Marganor.^  i z.gocs 
backeto  thec3mpc.3i3.chofen  ch3mpionfar./^^r4- 
»j4w.32  2.fights  with  Kenaldo.^zi.is  p3rted.3  2«;.  fights 
withDW0w.339.takcsfhipping.343  .fuffers  Ihipwrack. 
344  comes  toanHermitc.34<!.is  chriftned  ibid  meets 
Orlando  & f^o»dfifo.372.hath  a promifc  of.Bradan.dt.'^yG 
comes  into  France  with  thcm.377.is  refufed  by  Bra- 
damantspatents,hh  complaint. 378.vowes  to  kil  ieow, 
and  cals  liimlelfe  knight  of  the  Vnicorne.380.is  made 
king  of  thcBillgars.  38i.isprifoner  to  Theodora.^Sy. 
dcliueredby  Lecn.  3S7.  fights  for  him  with  bradamant 
and  winnes  hcr.389.  his  complaint , and  would  pine 
himfclfe  to  death.  390.  is  rolccued  by  Leon.  596.  mar- 
ries BradamarS.^  ^^.killcth  KodomentaiOj^. 

s 

Sacrajsant  makes  great  lamentation  for  Angelica,  his 
complaint  begins.4.ft.4i . Angelica  difclofcih  hcrielfc 
to  him.ibid.he  encounters  with  Bradamant.^,  is  ouer- 
thrownc.^.his  horfe  being  flaine  takes  Bayardo.ibid. 
lights  with  ReW/o.io.is  parted  by  anillufion.  ibid.is 
deliuered  from  thcinchantedPa]lacc.27.isinano- 
therinchauntcdP3llacc.90.freedby-^»5r/'r4,9i.Ice- 
fethhetjand  feckesher.ibid.  falsout  with  K'Mmont. 
zzo.followesbim.izz.takcnjand  gocshome.294. 

Sampfonaman  of  great  ftrength  fpoken  of  in  the 
Scripture,  hisvcrtuewasinhishcarcj  bcftcwioGO. 
men  with  the  iaw  bone  of  an  afle.i  06. 

5'4«yone(goucrnorcfIerufalem,intettaIncs-</?o^. 
li9.goes  to  Damarc0.140.wins  thcprize.i.:i.!comes 
to  the  Amazons  land.i  49 . fcapeth  thence.  157.  freed 
by  Ajiolfo.^i%.hc\^cs  to  takcOrlando.^^o.  aflaultsBi- 
ferta.3  3 5,rcmainesin  Affrica.ibid. 

Sfip/o  a famous  captaineoftbe  Romans. 

Senapo  blind  dook  talc  s.  27  j .healed  of  his  eyes.319. 

lends 


THETABLF. 

lends  jp»lfo  men  and  moriey.ibid.his  men  aflault  Bi-  yrhes^^  man  of  great  policic,  paffingeloquentt’thc  no- 
fcrca-3jy.  table  exploits  that  arc  attributed  to  him  would  be  too 

Solttino  a Prince  and  grauc  counfcllor  to  ^^ramant  long  to  let  downe , but  in  his  Oratidn  in  Ouids  Met  a- 
itiuftcrS  before  him.ioj  .his  good  coMn^c\to^^amSt,  morphofis  they  be  repeated  by  him,  Simiacumvtfiri* 
211  .his  anfwcrc  to  Matjilio,  a goodOrahon.321. flics  yaluiffint  vota  TelaJ^  zs^c. 

with  ./y(;r4m4n'byfca.334.millikcthofthc  breachof  fent  by  the  qucenc  of  Ifland  with  the  golden 

trucc.3 17.  withholds  from  killing  himfclfe,  Ihield*  2<52.  defended  by  265.  is  found  by 

andcomfortshim.337.  isoncofthcchalIendgC3.to  . Br4£/<ow«/«halfc  llripped,&gocs  to^<jr^<jwrrtowfic 
3.33S  woundedbvO</Wo.347.hocksO/>«erjhorre.348  with  herjoS.puts/W^r^rtMor  to  de3th.5i3. 
as  chriftend.372.  comes  toFrance.377.iss:  the  mar-  /^<dfrfn.io.istaincdby  the  Poetstokcepcafliop  in 
riage  of  Bradamayit.^oi,  the  holJowncs  of  the  mount  dEtna,and  there  to  work 

Stordilano  father  of  Dor<t!ice^  kingof  Granada  a rich  thunderbolts  toi  Jupiter. 
prouinccofspaincjbcingwatcred  with  the  truer  Be^ 
ticaorBethi.iC4. 


T 

Tagusariucr  in  Lufitania  or  Portingall,  It  hath 
golden  land  in  feme  places : by  this  riuer  it  is  that 
Tliny  writes  that  Mates  concciuc  with  the  wind , and 
bring  forth  colts  exceeding  fwife,  but  they  hue  but 
three  yearcs. 

T i^n-iK#.3^3.there  were  many  of  that  name  one  liic- 
ceeded  y^Kgufim , & built  wonderfull  fumptuous  buil- 
dings in  the  lie  of  Capri,andgauc  himfclfc  todrinke 
andfllthincffe  of  life,  infomuch  that  being  named 
TiieritttT^ro, they  nicknamed  him BiberinsMero. 

T 1l1erifti.j64.v1zs  a good  Emperor  and  a Chriftian, 
it  is  written  ofhimjihat  hauing  fpent  much  money  to 
good  and  Chriftian  vfes,  and  beginning  to  want,  he 
lawa  crofle  offtone  lying  on  the  ground,  and  for  rc- 
ucrcnccthatitftiouldnotbc  trodenon,  caufedit  to 
be  digged  vp>  and  vnder  that  anothcr,and  fo  a third, 
till  at  the  laft  he  found  an  infinite  treafure  that  had 
bene  there  hidden,  which  he  tooke  as  a thing  fent  by 
God,and  employed  it  to  very  good  & princely  works. 

T itbonui  hqsband  to  Aurora,  and  had  by  her  a gift 
oflong  life. 

Tr<Hrt»o  father  of  llalncby  Fy/’wkingof 

France,  as  is  mentioned  in  the  lift  page. 

Tripoly  a citie  in  Africa,fo  called  bccaufe  three  fun- 
' drie  people  did  ioyne  in  the  inhabiting  of  it,  the  Tiri- 
ans,Sidonians,and  Arabians. 

7r/F/r4»j!lodge,lookc  Talcs  103. 

Turpin  Archbiftiop  of  France  allcdged  often  by 
mine  Authorjan  ancient  Hiftoriographer. 

V . 

i Firgill  called  the  prince  of  Latine  Poets. 

P'ly/JesCon  o£ Laer.es  the  famous  Grecian  captaine, 
a notable  trauilcr, .^iiworei  Isomimm  multomm  yidttzjr 


ZfwcrrftoaStoike,  a man  of  no  great  wit,  but  of 
wonderfull  continencie  , for  when  Ibmc  youthes  of 
Athens  had  couenantedwitha  hatlot  to  tempt  him 
toiler  companie , and  the  faidZc«ocr4f«  hauing  lup- 
ped  with  them  and  drunke  well  chat  night,  which  is  a 
prouofcingto  vcncrie , yet  the  harlot  was  notable  to 
tempt  him  notwithftanding  chatfhc  washer  craftes 
matter, or  atlcaftmiftrcs,whcrforcihcy  demaunded 
their  money  againc,but  ihe  auoided  them  thus, that 
her  bargaine  was  to  tempt  a man  and  not  an  image. 

lerbm  Prince  of  Scotland  mutters  his  men  by  the 
terns.  74.  his  armes  the  Lyon.  ibid,  his  comely  ftiape. 
ibid.loues /y<tie//4.97. fends  Odericke  for  hcr.ibid. go- 
uerns  the  vawardof/(«»4/</ojbattell.  124.  fights  vali- 
antly. ibid,  kils  two  Spanyards.  125.  in  jicrill  to  be 
flaine  is  refeuedby  Ariodant.t  23. after  by  ^naldo.ihid, 
chafeth  his  enimics  all  night.  144,  fparesAfe^/oro,  and 
puifueth  him  that  did  hurt  him.  14^.1 47.  takes  old 
Gabrina  into  protedion.  1 59.  heares  newes  of  I fobella 
by  Gabrina.  i do.  fights  with  Hermonide  for  her.  i ^2.  is 
betrayed  by  her.i  So.dcliuercd  by  Orlando \h\d.  findes 
JfabcUa.i  8 1 . pardoneth  Oderickp  with  linguler  eJemen- 
cie.  194. commits  Gabrinatohi%  kecping.lib.24.ft.35’, 
gathers  Oi'/WaiarmoUr.lib.eodem.ft.  47.  fights  with 
Mandricard  in  defence  ofDurinda»,eoderci.&.  5i.dead"* 
ly  hurt.ft.5^.his  laftlamentation.tf7.dies.^9.his  ftace- 
ly  torobemade  by  Bsdomount  where  IfabeUa  and 'he 
arclaid.pag.235. 

Zeuxes , ofhimihaue  fpoken  in  the  Notes  of  the 
33.Booke,onely  I will  addc  this  thatlfpake  not  of 
there;  how  he  painted  a boy  bearing  a bunch  of 
grapes,&  the  byrdcs  pecking  at  the  grapes, he  found 
fault  with  his  owne  workc,  faying  the  boy  wasnoc 
wcldrawne,forifhe  had,  the  byrds  would  hauebeila 
affraid  to  haue  comefo  necre. 
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THE  principal  TALES  IN  ORLANDO  FVRIOSQ 

THAT  MAY  BE  READ  BY  THEMSELVES. 

1 Tale  of  Gcncwra  l^egins pagat.fiajfe  4a. 

2 T ale  o/Aftolfos  turning  to  a tree.fag./i^-^.flajfe  26. 

3 T ale  o/Rogcros  comntmg  to  Mdna.pag.^^.Jlafe.^^. 

4 T ale  o/Protcus  and  the  Orke.  pag.6oJlafe  46. 

5 T ale  o/Olimpia.  pag.66.fiajfe  16. 

6 T ale  ^Ifabclla.  pag.^^.fiafi  6 7. 

7 Tale  of  fending  Dtfcord  and  Science,  pag.iop.Jlaffe^p. 

8 TaleofCsWigormt.pag.ii'y.fiajfe^Ot 

9 Tale  of  OnWo. pag,n6faffe  ^9. 

10  Tale  <^Origillc./>rf^.  ill.fi. 

11  Tale  ^Lucina  and Norandino./>4^.i 29^4^020, 

12  Tale  of  the  iy4mazons.pag.  i j fia^.  j . 

13  7*4/0  <^Gabrina./>4^. 1 62.7?. 

14  T ale  <^Orlandos  madnes.pag.  1 Zyfiajfe.pt » 
ly  Tale  o/Fiordirpina.;>4o.  1 99.fi. 

16  Tale  of  mine  Hoji  with  Rodomonts  inueEliue  againfi  womentpag.  212.fi affe.9y. 

1 7 T ale  of  m riftrams  lodge. pag.26^  .fiajfe.jp. 

18  Tale  ofScnapo.pag.2p^.fiaffe.9y 

19  Taleof'[Ad\3ipag.2Zi.Jiajfe.6. 

20  T ale  of  h.^<Mo  going  to  Paradice  and  finding  Orlandos  wit. pag.it  j^fiaffe/^9t 

21  T ale  of'Mirgmor.pag.'^oZ.fiaffe  26. 

22  T ale  oftheMantuanknight,pag.y^6fiafie66, 

23  T ale  o/Adonia  called  the  St  ears  mans  tale.p.2,6^.fi.66. 

24  T ale  o/Leons  courtefie  to  Rogcro.74^. 3 Z^.fiajfe.n. 

For  other  things yOt  Orations,Lettersfomplatnts,andthe  like,  you  JhallfindethemintheTa- 
ble  in  the  name  ofthefe  whom  they  do  moft  cone  erne.  Note  that  where  the  leaues  are  onjhoted, 
there  the  T able  is  direPled  by  the  number  of  the  Booke. 

Faults  efcaped  in  the  Piinting,  the  firft  is  the  fault,  the  fecond  the  correflion. 

Tntlieaduettifcmccinthe  mai^entpaft  the  midft,wants  thefc  two  notes.Thc  Tabic, The Tales.Pag.io.ftaffe.jjj.andJcge  an, 
p.i5.wilichread \vhich.p.2i.ft.59  full  rca<iihin.p.2i.ft.5i.firllr.forft.p.2  3.dcrcrrcdr.dcicrucd.  p.z^.ft,  ip.dctcrmingr.dctermi- 
17.lt  jo-by  l■.o£p.l8.1l37Joues  r.lcaues.  p.45.AOe.bctter  r.bcaten.p.44.ft. 47.017 r^me-p  42.ft. 
I3.rc(blueii  r.relblu’d.p.39.1ouecs  rJoue.p.47.inihc  annotations  5. lines  from  the  bottomc,  after  thefe  words:! be  true  Chriftian 
religon,wants,  Impugned  by  tbe  Ievvifli&Tur)<i(hreligion.p.47.ft.79.your.yon.p.5o.Aii.hadr.hard.p.55. Notes  in  the  firftL'ne 
to  figure  r.doth  figurc.p.5o.lt.id.accompanyd  r.aecompan’d.^p.ys.ll.  j3.i4orthy  a r.a  worthy.p.54.in  the  notes,HiHory  is  knotsno 
r.is not knowne.p.tfo.ft  3d.anp  r.and.p.tf^.ft.yi. common  bir.  r.ciinning birders,p.d3.Notes,fiue lines aboue the  midn,in  al other 
kind  r.in  another  kind.  p.  6 3,Notes,reftore  Allolfo  r.reftores  Aflolfo.p.Si.ll.i.ragine  r.rainc.p.74.ft.ii.holfome  r.hanfomc.p.74. 
It.  1 i.fouly  fed  r.fowlc  are  fed.p.77.marg.note  3 .{hold  not  do  r.fhould  do.p.ytf.tlie  marginal  note,  look  in  the  Allegory  r.Lcok 

in  the  Moral.p.S.Notes  Allegory  tne  r.the.p.8i.rca(b  r.reafon.p.98il.34.thus  r this.p.9i.lt.4^.there  wants, him.p.9o.lLio.c6ccp- 
tion  r.deception.p.89.ft.i.dra«'tht.drawn.p.ioo.ft.55.hisr.her.p.io4.ft.ii.Falfie6r.Falfiron.p.io7.ft.58.ther.in.p.i  14.ft.19.ther. 
him.p.i  1 i.lt.i.paced  r.placed.p.  1 24.ft.43.  A Ibina  r.Albany.p.iitf  in  the  moral, by  plcafant  gentlemen  r.by  a pleafant  gentlema.p. 
i3i.ft.44.Inftrumcncsr.Infttument.p.i42.ft.64.inthe  marg.wants Simile.  p.isS.ft.io.houets  t.hovvers.p.i46.inthcArgutr.ettfie 
i.verfc  wants  other.p.  146.11.4  theweryr.his  wery.  p.i47.1t.itf.wants  ( )p.i48.ft.22.poorebanr.proudhart.p.i48.{t.27.afliad7 
caue  t.the  (hady  caue  p.i49.1t.38.Iamesothcrs  r.lameslbmeothers.p.i4yft.45.caufesbindsr.caufes(bbinds.p.i5o.ft5i.appea- 
riccr.apparance.p.i  50. ft.53.pydc&decktr.pydepoiiderd.p.i6o.ft.94.in  the  marg.wants  Simile.p.itfa.ft.i.in  oncr.toone.p.163, 
ft.i3.wants(  ) p.i63.ft.i9.wickedvoicer.faintingorfearfull.p.i64.ft.23  houerr.howre.p.i^4.ft.3i.yet  r^ea.  p.i67.in  the  Notes, 
note  mollrous  r.note  them6ftrous.p.i7t.ft.3i.princer.king.p.J7i.ft.32.wantsinthematg.Simile.p.i7i.{t.33.tcdetr.mofttender. 
P.2o2.ft.57.oucrthrowncr.ouetwheim’d.p.2iaft.5i.andfbrr.And;for.p.2ii.ft.^.giueitr.giueas.p.2ii.ft.70.fincehewasr.{incc 
ncwan,p.2ii.ft.77.doth  on  draw  r.doth  draw  on.p. 22 i.ft.87 .in  the  marg.wants  Sentence,  p.231. ft. 8 2.de(cribcr.dilcide.p.ii5Jb, 
y.in  the  margent  wants  Simile.p.i  17.ft.27.thc  feruitour  r.aieruitour.p.iiy.ft.  ji.not  yet  r.not  1 yet.p.liy.ft.da.harke  r.marke.p, 
229.ft.68.hcu’nnorhelr.hcau'nnorhe.p.2  3i.ft.78.in  the  laft  line  wants  f. 0.228.11.43  hignesr.highnes.p.iay.ft.yS.or  r.are.p,23o. 
ft.71. hour  r hower.p.236.ft.22.winethere  were  r.therewas.p.239Jt.<55.kcptr.lepr.p.239.in  thenotes,ttuer.plaine.p,543  ft.24.ech 
mans  pleafant  r.eaClKnanspriu3t.p.245.ft.i7.(pakcr  Ipokc.  p.24(5.ft.65,yetr.yea.p.25i.ft.i2.inthcmargent,wou]d  openly  read 
would  not  op*ri^j^.254.ft.5i.them  r.him.p.260  ft.28.knowlher.know  he  p. 263.(1.7 3. rich  men  coftr.richcmen  coft,p.2tf4.ft.78, 
in  thcmargent4|^tsSimiJc.p.264.{1.85,in  the  marg.wants  Sunile.p.27<J.ft  loS.ftil! r.  skill.  p.283.ft.l9.1vowdr.I  {ivare.p.284.ft. 
4.Crcmaunt  r.Eremaunt.p.287.{l.8  J.in  the  margent  Aftolfo  r.Ariofto.  p.iSS.in  the  hiftorie  this  Snt  lohn  r.  this  of  Saint  lohn.p. 
lyo.ft  6.walks  r wals.p.iyi.ft.!  I pafer.pa’ll.p.2y9.1l.9.a  vouch  r.an  impe^.igy.ft.  ly.lcaft  firllr.lcaft  good.p.  3oo.ll.22.forcc  force 
r.forcc.p.3eo.ft.2  5.tone waslbrlouc r.fortoncwdsloue.p.30i.{1.4q.Mafi{ar.Matfi{a.p.3oi  ft.47.thoughr.tnoe.p.304.ft.8o.ftray r. 
llay.p.304.ft.8i.andr.as.p,3  iS.ltio.knees  r.knec.p.507  ft.ii.  Mon(bleor.MaiifoIeo.p.3oy.ft.^o  beat  read  beare.p.  309.1!  4j.but 
popre  r.yet  poore.p.3 13.(0  the  Hiftorie  incerted  r.inferted.p.3  i4.Hiftorie,Dido  guift  r.ghoft.  Ibid.in  the  laft  line  videretr.vitieret. 
p.32i.ft.59.Almainc  r.Almany.p.322  ft.7i.hisr.her.p.j26.ft.i.menrpca  p.33aft.5a.haltcrr.halfcr.p.33i.ft.75.or.  r.in  p.jda. 
ItjS.my loue  r.my  lait.p^ofi  .dujge  read diugge , 
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